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BAD    BREATH  ;    ITS    CAUSE    AND    TREATMENT. 
By  Prof.  F.  Cornwall,  il.  D.,  San  Francisco. 

APPLICATIONS  for  the  treatment  of  mal  odors  of  the  breath  are 
more  frequently  made  to  the  specialist  for  nasal  diseases,  per- 
haps, than  to  any  other  member  of  the  profession.  This  comes  from 
the  prevalent  opinion  that  nasal  catarrh  makes  bad  breath.  It  behooves, 
however,  any  member  of  the  profession  to  be  able  to  make  a  diagnosis 
as  to  cause,  as  treatment  administered  with  an  imperfect  knowledge 
of  this  element  of  the  affection  would,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  be  of 
doubtful  efficacy. 

Physiological  Remarks.  — Preliminary  to  the  discussion  of  this  sub- 
ject it  is  thought  best  to  call  attention  to  some  characteristics  of  nasal 
respiration  with  regard  to  the  natural  odors,  and  also  a  function  of  the 
nasal  mucous  membrane  to  gather  from  respired  air  all  odorous  motes, 
whether  the  air  be  expired  or  inspired. 

Concerning  the  physiological  odors  of  the  breath,  in  science  little 
or  nothing  has  been  written,  and  the  ignorance  of  all,  either  inside  or 
outside  the  medical  profession,  on  this  subject,  is  quite  remarkable. 
A  Frenchman  wrote  an  article  a  dozen  years  ago  that  came  to  my 
notice,  the  title  of  which  was  "Odor  Feminse. "  His  crusade  was 
against  the  use  of  perfumeries,  he  claiming  that  a  lady,  if  in  good 
health  and  well  kept  as  regards  cleanliness,  had  of  herself  more 
attractive  odors  than  any  chemist  could  furnish.  But  going  back  to 
the  subject  of  nasal  odors.  As  a  part  of  my  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject I  have  made  inquiry  of  a  great  many  intelligent  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen, and  with  very  slight  exception,  they  were  unaware  of  the 
vci.  lvii. — 1 
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existence  of  any  pleasant  odor  from  the  breath  at  alL  True,  poets 
have  raved  of  the  sweet  breath  of  the  maiden,  and  this  furnishes  the 
principal  exception  to  the  rule.  This  odor  comes  from  glands  situated 
about  the  integumentary  limit  around  the  nostrils.  This  is  a  sexual 
excitor,  and  is  designed  by  nature,  among  other  attractions  between 
the  sexes,  to  insure  reproduction  of  the  species.  The  male,  when  liv- 
ing a  life  comparatively  free  from  gluttony,  alcohol  and  tobacco,  is 
similarly  endowed. 

The  pleasure  of  oscultation  is  principally  from  this  source,  and 
those  whose  olfactories  are  blunted  or  lost  from  any  cause  are  deprived 
of  it.  Each  individual  has  his  or  her  peculiar  nasal  odor,  the  more 
elevated  in  the  scale  of  refinement  the  more  delicate  its  aroma.  The 
negro  and  other  races  of  the  lower  oders  of  mankind  have  a  stronger, 
more  musky  odor.  It  is  easy  in  this  way  to  detect  if  there  be  in  the 
blood  of  those  who  seem  purely  Caucasian  the  presence  of  African 
breed. 

The  breath  may  be  ever  so  much  tainted  from  odorous  food  or  from 
any  cause  proceeding  from  the  stomach,  mouth  or  pharynx,  if  the 
mouth  be  closed  the  breath  through  the  nostrils  will  be  untainted. 
This  would  imply  normally  constructed  nares  with  a  healthy  state  of 
their  mucous  membrane.  In  individuals  who  are  in  the  poorest  con- 
dition for  reproduction,  or  are  feebly  endowed  with  the  passional 
instincts  which  lead  to  it,  in  a  degree  as  these  things  are  lacking,  have 
feeble  nasal  odors.  It  is  absent  in  pregnant  women  or  in  those  whose 
age  or  condition  of  health  places  them  where  reproduction  should  not 
be  desirable,  or  it  will  be  tainted  with  mawkish  odors  more  or  less  disa- 
greeable. In  a  measure  the  age  (more  particularly  the  sexual  age) 
of  an  individual  can  be  told  by  his  nasal  odors. 

The  function  of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane  by  which  it  gathers 
odors  requires  that  the  turbinated  bodies  be  properly  shaped  and  sized, 
and  that  there  lie  no  encroachments  upon  the  normal  lumen  of  the 
nasal  cavities  by  septal  spurs,  hypertrophies,  etc.,  and  that  the  mu- 
cous membrane  itself  be  in  a  healthy  state.  This  latter  implies  a 
normal  moisture  which  is  maintained  by  serous  fluid  filtering  througk 
the  walls  of  the  turbinates  from  the  blood  caverns  of  these  bodies. 
The  proof  that  the  Schneiderian  membrane  possesses  this  function  is 
this :  If  any  one  whose  breath  is  heavily  laden  with  offensive  odors, 
breathe  through  the  nostrils  gently,  there  will  be  no  odor.  It  also* 
stands  to  reason  that  this  is  the  case,  that  the  nose  is  the  scavenger  of 
the  lungs,  and  is  designed  to  sift  from  inspired  air,  dust  and  other 
matter  that  would  irritate  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane. 

From  an  etiological  stand-point,  this  subject  may  be  divided  into : 

1.  Bad  breath  from  decaying  teeth. 

2.  Bad  breath  from  disease  of  the  gums  (pyorrhoea  alveolaris). 

3.  Bad  breath  from  odorous  secretions  arising  from  inflammatory 
affections  of  the  eyes,  throat,  or  other  parts  of  the  head. 
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1  Bad  breath  arising  from  retained  decomposed  secretions  in  en- 
larged follicles  in  diseased  tonsils  or  in'other  crypts  about  the  pharynx. 

5.  Bad  breath  from  certain  very  chronic  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

6L  Bad  breath  from  imperfectly  digested  decomposed  food  in  those 
who  eat  too  much. 

7.     Bad  breath  from  habitual  constipation. 

&     Bad  breath  in  the  cigarette  fiend. 

9.     Bad  breath  incident  to  attacks  of  migraine. 

10.  Bad  breath  of  syphilis. 

11.  Bad  breath  from  atrophic  rhinitis. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  etiological  factor  is  no  small  one,  and  that 
quite  an  amount  of  acumen  will  be  required  to  make  a  diagnosis.  This 
goes  to  show  the  significance  of  the  nosmic  sense  to  the  physician. 
The  writer  has  often  wondered  if,  to  the  ordinary  mortal,  this  sense  is 
not  a  source  of  more  discomfort  than  pleasure,  but  of  its  utility  he 
never  had  a  doubt 

We  will  now  discuss  the  subject  seriatim.  Bad  breath  from  de- 
caying teeth!  In  the  first  place,  in  ordor  to  determine  the  locality  from 
which  the  stench  comes,  have  the  patient  breathe  through  his  nostrils 
with  the  mouth  closed,  when  the  observer  will  notice  the  entire  absence 
<rf  the  odor,  the  olfactory  or  Schneiderian  membrane  taking  up  all  the 
odoriferous  motes.  Then  in  order  to  locate  the  origin  of  the  odor  in  the 
mouth,  thoroughly  spray  the  pharynx  with  some  medicament  of  the 
nature  of  Listerine,  and  have  the  patient  swallow  some  of  the  solution. 
If  the  odor  remains  the  same  you  have  only  to  discriminate  between 
the  teeth  and  the  guma  This  you  can  readily  do  by  inspection,  and  if 
doubt  exists  call  in  the  assistance  of  a  dentist 

Bab  Breath  from  Disease  of  the  Gums  (pyorrhea  alveolaris). — The 
method  by  which  you  are  to  determine  this  cause  of  bad  breath  has 
just  been  described  in  the  foregoing.  The  swollen,  deep-red  gum  that 
Meeds  easily  always  creates  a  bad  breath.  Recently  an  anxious 
mother  brought  her  young  daughter  to  me,  attributing  her  breath  to 
eatarrh.  Before  I  made  an  inspection  of  her  nose  I  caught  a  whiff  of 
her  breath,  and  while  speaking  I  noticed  her  injected  gums.  I  asked 
her  to  close  her  mouth  and  breathe  through  the  nostrils.  Her  breath 
was  as  sweet  as  that  of  the  proverbial  young  lady.  She  was  suffering 
from  nasal  stenosis  constantly,  so  as  to  greatly  affect  her  speech,  but 
this  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  great  affliction.  The  dentist  had  to 
care  this. 

Bad  Breath  from  Inflammatory  Affections  about  the  Head. — In 
this  reference  is  made  to  inflammation  and  abscess  about  the  teeth, 
iritis,  keratitis,  etc.  This  is  particularly  noticeable  in  iritis  and  in 
acute  inflammation  of  the  teeth.  Some  may  inquire  why  reference  is 
made  to  the  affections  about  the  head.  The  answer  is  that  a  similar 
amount  of  an  inflammatory  process  in  remote  parts  of  the  body  is  not 
liable  to  produce  bad  breath. 


12  BAD    BREATH. 

Bad  Bbeath  Arising  from  Retained  Decomposed  Secretions  in  the 
Follicles  of  the  Tonsils  and  Pharynx. — In  these  cases  the  odor  is 
only  present  when  this  cheesy  detritus  is  dislodged  from  the  crypts. 
This  is  usually  magnified  by  the  patient,  who  is  likely  to  be  of  the 
opinion  that  he  suffers  continually  from  the  foul  smell  that  he  experi- 
ences so  forcibly  when  these  masses  get  loose  in  his  mouth  Those 
who  have  had  the  experience  say  the  odor  is  worse  than  that  of  Lim- 
berger  cheese.  These  individuals  sometimes  think,  when  the  mass  is 
spat  up,  that  it  evidences  tubercular  disease  of  the  lungs,  and  become 
greatly  frightened.  It  would  be  well  if  tubercles  were  so  easily  gotten 
rid  of. 

In  order  to  make  a  diagnosis  of  a  case  of  this  kind,  the  inconstancy 
of  the  odor,  the  fact  of  the  patient  getting  these  masses  from  the 
throat,  and  that  some  of  them  can  usually  be  discovered  about  the 
large  follicles  in  the  region  of  the  tonsils,  will  be  sufficient 

Heretofore  no  treatment  has  been  mentioned,  inasmuch  as  when  the 
cause  is  known  the  remedy  is  plain.  In  this  case  little  need  be  done 
except  quiet  the  unfounded  fears  as  regards  the  bad  breath  and  con- 
sumption. If  the  tonsils  are  flabby  and  irregular,  leaving  great 
pockets,  it  would  be  as  well  to  excise  the  remnants  of  the  organ,  leav- 
ing a  smooth  surface  comparatively  free  from  enlarged  follicles. 
Pockets  in  any  easily  accessible  locality  about  the  pharynx  in  which 
the  secretion  forms,  may  be  destroyed  by  chemical  caustics  or  by  gal- 
vano-cautery,  the  latter  being  preferable ;  the  object  in  the  procedure 
being  to  cause  inflammatory  adhesion  of  the  cell  walls. 

Bad  Breath  from  Certain  Chronic  Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis.— In  order  to  distinguish  this  from  other  causes  of  bad  breath, 
some  experience  and  training  will  be  required.  There  is  a  great  dif- 
ference in  the  odor,  but  it  would  be  hard  to  find  words  to  explain  it 
The  cases  of  tuberculosis  to  which  reference  is  made  are  those  in  which 
more  or  less  dullness  of  the  apices  of  the  lungs  exists  for  a  long  time, 
maybe  half  a  life-time,  but  in  which  there  is  slight  activity  of  the  dis- 
ease. Reference  is  made  to  those  cases  wherein  there  is  a  tendency  to 
great  chronicity  to  the  disease.  Of  course,  it  will  not  have  existed 
long  in  the  young,  but,  under  favorable  conditions,  the  individual  wi  11 
likely  live  to  a  fair  age. 

Were  there  a  greater  space  allotted  in  an  article  of  this  kind,  a  better 
description  might  be  given.  The  odor  is  not  so  great,  A  e.,  could  not 
be  noticed  so  far  from  the  patient  as  that  from  the  stomach  from  bil- 
iousness, but  is  more  pungent,  like  that  from  necrosis  of  bona  It  is 
constant,  in  which  it  differs  from  stomach  breath,  and  is  not  amelio- 
rated by  washing  out  the  pharynx  or  by  having  eaten  a  meaL  It  may 
be  partly  removed  by  very  thorough  inhalations  from  a  nebulizing 
apparatus  with  creosote  or  carbolic  acid  solutions. 

Bad  Breath  from  Habitual  Constipation.  — This  is  a  common  cau  se 
in  females,  as  they  are  so  commonly  afflicted  in  this  way.  The  odo  r 
differs  but  slightly  from  that  caused  by  foul  stomach,  which  troubl  .e 
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probably  exists  from  reflex  action.  The  peculiarity  of  the  odor,  and 
the  fact  that  constipation  is  present,  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  locate 
the  cause  of  the  bad  breath. 

This  is  another  case  in  which  it  would  be  superfluous  to  prescribe  a 
treatment  Every  doctor  knows  how  to  cure  constipation  (or  thinks 
he  does).  However,  suggestions  might  cousistently  be  made  to  the 
beginner.  If  no  structural  or  organic  affection  of  the  rectum  exists 
Faradism  and  massage,  with  nux  and  cold  water  taken  before  break- 
fast, with  rigid  rules  given  to  regulate  the  habits,  etc.,  ought  to  cure 
many  cases.  If  after  such  remedies  are  properly  tried  and  there  is  no 
relief,  an  examination  of  the  rectum  and  other  pelvic  organs  should 
be  made,  and  all  mechanical  causes,  if  possible,  be  removed. 

Bad  Breath  fbom  Disturbances  brought  about  by  Menstruation.  — 
A  perfectly  normal  menstruation  ought  to  produce  very  little  pertur- 
bation, and  when  very  great  and  prolonged  bad  breath  notes  the  exis- 
tence of  this  period,  the  physician  should  attempt  to  rectify  the  wrong. 
The  character  of  this  odor  is  that  from  foul  stomach,  and,  as  in  the 
case  of  constipation,  this  organ  is  affected  from  pelvic  reflexes. 

Bad  Breath  in  Cigarette  Smokers. — Why  some  should  have  bad 
"breath  from  this  habit  and  others  not,  may  be  difficult  to  explain.  Of 
course,  all  who  smoke  in  this  way,  have  their  breath  tainted,  but  this 
is  not  that  to  which  reference  is  made.  Rotten  is  the  best  word,  if  one 
may  be  pardoned  for  the  use  of  it,  to  describe  the  odor,  and  it  differs 
from  all  other  breaths  in  quality,  and  from  stomach,  mouth  and  lung 
odors,  in  that  it  comes  from  the  nostrila  Persons  whose  nostrils 
(which  are  not  at  other  times  odorous)  are  filled  with  crusts  from 
atrophic  rhinitis,  are  most  likely  afflicted  in  this  way  from  the  habit. 
The  writer  has  conducted  experiments  upon  a  patient  by  inducing 
him  to  cease  the  habit  for  a  time,  when  the  peculiar  and  very  offensive 
odor  would  pass  away.  When  the  practice  was  resumed  the  odor 
would  return.  A  possible  explanation  is  this :  The  nasal  olfactory  region 
possesses  the  function,  as  before  remarked,  of  gathering  up  odorous 
motes  in  the  expired  or  inspired  atmosphere,  and  when  taken  up  in 
solution  are  carried  off  in  some  way  least  harmful  to  the  organism. 
Bat  when  this  membrane  is  covered  with  desiccated  crusts,  the  offensive 
materials  of  which  the  cigarette  smoke  is  composed  remain  and  de- 
compose. This  reasoning  is  a  partly  demonstrated  fact  and  partly 
conjecture,  and  from  it  the  reader  may  make  his  own  deductions. 

Bad  Breath  from  Syphilis. — It  certainly  would  be  very  difficult  to 
describe  the  peculiar  breath  of  the  sufferer  from  syphilis,  but  it  wil] 
take  very  little  experience  for  any  one  to  familiarize  himself  with  it, 
once  he  has  identified  one  case.  It  surely  is  universal,  but  may  not 
be  constant  It  sometimes  may  be  noticed  in  those  wherein  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  have  elapsed  since  the  initial  lesion.  It  is  most  nearly 
constant  in  those  wherein  the  greatest  activity  of  the  disease  exlsts.y 

Should  the  physician  have  a  doubt  of  the  existence  of  the  disease, 
and  wish  more  evidence  before  he  interrogates  the  patient,  the  pres- 
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ence  of-  this  peculiar  odor  from  the  breath  may  be  so  strongly  corrob- 
orative as  to  give  assurance  to  proceed. 

Bad  Breath  from  Atrophic  Rhiniti& — It  is  the  common  belief  by 
the  laity  that  nasal  catarrh  and  bad  breath  go  together.  Perhaps  this 
comes  from  the  quack  advertisements.  Hypertrophic  or  vaso-motor 
rhinitis  never  cause  bad  odors.  Only  when  the  atrophic  process  sets 
in,  and  accumulations  of  morbid  secretions  are  retained  in  the  meati, 
do  we  have  odor.  Ordinarily  the  odor  comes  from  decomposition  of 
the  desiccated  matter,  it  remaining  in  the  nostrils  several  days,  but  in 
others,  wherein  the  turbinated  bones  are  necrotic,  it  is  constant  when 
there  are  no  retained  secretions,  and  the  stench  is  almost  unbearable. 

This  last  must  not  be  confounded  with  necrosis  of  the  intra  nasal 
bones  of  syphilis.  To  make  a  test  of  this  kind  of  bad  breath,  have  the 
patient  shut  the  mouth  and  breathe  through  the  nose. 


OBSTETRIC    "  LITTLE    THINGS "    AND    "  HOW." 
By  J.  K.  Heltman,  M.  D.v  Oaklandon,  Ind. 

I  HAVE  waited  many  months  to  hear  more  about  the  "little  things 
in  obstetrics"  and  the  "how"  so  ably  written  by  one  of  the  edi- 
tors in  the  March  number  of  the  Journal. 

The  question  seems  to  be  "how"  shall  we  wring  this  much  coveted 
knowledge  from  the  profession?  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  young 
doctor  has  to  learn  so  man}'  things  in  the  lying-in  room,  much  of 
which,  I  think,  should  be  learned  in  the  lecture  room  and  clinic,  and 
will  be,  I  trust,  in  the  four  years  course.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
young  man  that  he  let  the  membranes  "severely  alone"  or  until  he 
can  make  something  like  a  correct  estimate  of  the  condition  of  the  os 
uteri  during  the  progress  of  labor.  This  will  require  careful  study 
and  observation  on  his  part,  and  can  not  be  learned  otherwise  than  at 
the  bedside.  If  he  should  attempt  anything  of  this  kind  without  this 
knowledge  he  will  l>e  fortunate  indeed  if  he  does  not  bring  about  more 
suffering  than  he  hopes  to  relieve. 

I  resort  to  this  "little  thing"  less  frequently  in  the  primipara  than 
in  those  who  have  borne  children.  If  I  learn  that  the  pains  have  been 
about  the  same  for  several  hours  past,  lacking  energy,  irregular  in 
force,  the  os  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  dollar  or  more,  I  give  at  once  qui- 
nine 5  grs.,  capsicum  10  grs.,  also  use  an  injection  or  suppository  if  I 
think  it  needed.  Then,  after  one  hour  or  more,  the  labor  not  pro- 
gressing, the  pains  not  increasing  in  strength,  the  os  dilatable  and 
dilated  to  the  extent  of  three  inches  or  more,  and  remaining  so  dur- 
ing a  pain,  I  rupture  the  membranes — and  sometimes  "get  left* ' 
Result :  a  painful,  tiresome  delay  of  hours.  In  that  case  I  resort  to 
the  use  of  chloroform  with  the  hope  that  it  may  help  me  out  of  the 
dilemma  by  producing  relaxation  of  the  os,  lost  by  my  meddlesome 
or  misdirected  midwifery.     Here  is  a  case  where  the  young  man  would 
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be  justifiable  in  the  use  of  forceps,  but  I  would  advise  him  to  go  slow ; 
chloroform  will  be  the  safest,  particularly  if  his  patient  be  a  pri- 
mipara. 

This  premature  rupturing  of  the  membranes  is  what  I  call  "making 
an  excuse  to  use  forceps. "  As  soon  as  the  os  has  dilated  sufficiently 
to  admit  the  blades  of  the  instruments,  rupture  the  membranes ;  then 
if  the  labor  be  not  terminated  in  an  hour,  put  on  forceps.  By  this 
means  you  may  shorten  labor  a  few  hours,  but  you  will  increase  her 
chances  for  laceration  of  the  cervix  uteri  or  perineum,  especially  if 
this  be  her  first  confinement  I  agree  with  the  editor  that  forceps  used 
intelligently  make  them  a  valuable  aid  in  the  lying-in  room.  But,  as 
ordinarily  used,  they  do  more  harm  than  good.  A  medical  friend  of 
mine  tells  me  that  he  does  all  of  the  forceps  practice  in  his  town  and 
for  miles  about,  and  alwayx  tears  them  down  to  the  sphincter  anL 
The  only  cases  of  complete  lacerations  I  ever  saw  were  forceps  cases. 

I  have  used  chloroform  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  times.  My 
patients  usually  praise  it,  and  call  for  it  at  subsequent  confinements. 
I  am  not  sure  that  it  has  any  real  influence  over  the  progress  of  normal 
labor — whether  it  retards  or  hastens  it  Neither  am  I  sure  that  it  will 
produce  relaxation  (used  as  suggested)  in  uncomplicated  cases,  but  it 
will  be  of  much  benefit  in  those  cases  where  there  has  been  a  prema- 
ture rupture  of  the  membranes,  or  where  the  soft  parts  are  in  an  irri- 
table condition  from  some  previous  cause.  In  these  cases  it  will 
shorten  labor,  and  is  a  comfort  to  your  patient  In  rigid  perineums, 
beyond  the  modifying  of  the  little  reflexes  above  mentioned,  I  have 
secured  no  special  good  results.  I  have  met  with  lacerations  when 
my  patient  was  so  far  under  its  influence  that  the  pains  would  not 
return  until  I  temporarily  withdrew  the  agent  It  is  my  opinion  that 
it  will  not  modify  or  change  permanently  the  character  of  the  pains ; 
it  only  obtunds  the  sensibilities  of  the  patient,  and  if  we  depend  on  it 
to  prevent  laceration,  we  will  find  that  we  have  been  beguiled  by  a 
treacherous  friend.  In  that  dread  complication,  puerperal  convul- 
sions, it  is  nearly  useless.  Veratrum  viride  and  the  hypodermic  use 
of  morphia  give  far  better  results. 

"There  are  perineums  that  will  tear,''  and  if  there  is  any  way  to 
prevent  them  doing  so,  we  are  certainly  interested  in  the  "how. "  To 
add  my  mite  to  the  very  little  knowledge  we  possess  on  that  subject, 
is  my  only  apology  for  imposing  this  article  on  the  readers  of  the 
Journal. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  serious  accidents  that  can  befall  the  lying-in 
woman,  and  is  more  frequently  encountered  than  most  physicians  like 
to  admit  I  think  at  least  one-fourth  of  all  child-bearing  women  are 
more  or  less  injured.  The  very  nature  or  position  of  the  parts  endan- 
gered, and  the  natural  modesty  of  the  female,  tend  to  obscure  or  be- 
little its  gravity,  even  in  the  mind  of  the  physician.  After  the  rent 
has  healed  the  woman  only  rarely  suffers  any  pain  in  the  cicatrix,  and 
all  trouble  that  she  may  experience,   that  should  be  placed  to  that 
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account,  is  imputed  to  some  other  causa  She  may  have  headache, 
backache,  dragging  pelvic  pains,  prolapsus  uteri  or  ani,  piles,  consti- 
pation, leucorrhoea,  and  the  thousand  and  one  *  'little  things"  that  go 
to  make  up  a  life  of  general  cussedness ;  yet  she  would  be  offended  if 
told  that  all  her  troubles  were  caused  by  laceration  of  the  perineum. 
Of  course  she  knew  that  she  was  a  "little  large, "  but  you  must  remem- 
ber that  she  had  a  baby,  and  what  else  could  you  expect?  Her  phy- 
sical sufferings  are  often  less  than  the  mental  worry.  In  many  of 
these  cases  the  marital  relation  becomes,  on  her  part,  one  of  mere  tole- 
ration, and  the  infidelity  of  many  a  husband  might  \ye  safely  charged 
to  the  same  causa 

But  I  must  hasten  and  tell  the  young  doctor  how  I  manage  to  pre- 
vent laceration  of  the  perineum.  As  an  object  lesson  we  will  try  to 
show  him  a  picture  or  two,  and  in  order  to  do  so  we  will  visit  one  of 
his  patients,  a  primipara.  We  find  her  to  be  a  splendid  specimen  of 
American  young  womanhood,  aged  about  twenty-five  years,  with 
rounded  limbs  and  firm  flesh.  Her  bright  face  tells  us  at  once  that 
her  health  is  good,  that  her  anticipations  are  rosy.  We  soon  learn 
that  all  signs  are  favorable  for  a  speedy  termination  of  labor.  We 
think  an  hour  at  most  will  suffice.  But  let  us  note  the  character  or 
quality  of  her  pains.  She  has  had  a  comforting  rest  of  several  min- 
utes. She  says :  "There,  that  pain  is  returning ;  please  let  me  hold 
your  hand."  You  feel  the  uterine  globe  harden,  and  the  head  ad- 
vances slowly  to  the  perineum.  She  takes  a  breath  and  a  firmer  grip 
with  her  hands.  The  advancing  head  has  overcome  the  counter  con- 
traction of  the  perineum  and  vulva.  The  occiput  now  shows  at  the 
vulva.  She  takes  another  quick,  full  breath,  shifts  her  position,  and 
makes  another  and  last  effort  of  that  pain.  All  is  done  deliberately, 
as  it  were,  the  pain  gradually  increasing  in  force  from  beginning  to 
end  ;  no  spasmodic  action  or  explosions  of  energy.  She  never  loses 
her  self  control  Each  succeeding  pain  is  much  like  the  last — not 
much  harder.  Tl\e  head  carries  the  perineum  forward.  The  occiput 
passes  the  vulval  ring.  Now  you  request  her  not  to  be  too  impetuous 
or  make  more  effort  than  nature  compels  her.  If  she  asks  you  for  a 
reason  why,  plainly  tell  her  that  she  may  tear — excite  her  fear ;  you 
know  that  fear  will  moderate  pain  and  produce  relaxation  ;  just  what 
she  needa  You  will  find  she  can,  to  a  certain  extent,  refrain  from 
making  voluntary  efforts.  Double  pains  are  now  completing  the 
work.  The  head  moves  steadily,  not  spasmodically  forward.  If  she 
becomes  impatient,  sharply  but  kindly  admonish  her  to  bear  up  a 
moment  longer.  With  a  wonderful  will  power  she  does,  leaving  the 
uterus  alone  to  finish  the  work,  and  all  is  over. 

We  trust  that  the  young  doctor's  first  cases  will  be  of  this  type. 
But  we  will  look  upon  another  picture.  Case  No.  2  is  so  very  like  No. 
1  that  a  description  is  unnecessary. 

She  makes  a  sharp  and  agonizing  cry.  WTe  glance  at  her  face — a 
picture  of  excitement !  terror !  agony !     She  throws  herself  about  aim- 
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lessly  and  with  a  perfect  abandon.  We  get  our  scattered  wits  together, 
and,  in  the  language  of  a  great  Congressman,  we  are  ready  to  exclaim  : 
"Where  are  we  at?"  The  head  is  pressing  at  the  perineum,  when  or 
how  it  got  there  we  did  not  observe.  We  have  lost  all  the  landmarks 
of  that  locality.  We  institute  search  for  the  vaginal  outlet,  which  we 
find  has  contracted  to  not  more  than  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  and 
is  as  tense  as  if  made  of  leather.  She  makes  a  spasmodic  gasp  for  air, 
and  another  explosion — that  is  the  word  !  Our  first  patient  had  pro- 
gressive pains,  gradually  increasing  step  by  step  to  a  climax,  giving 
the  soft  parts  time  to  adjust  themselves  to  the  advancing  head.  But 
the  very  violence  of  these  explosive  pains  causes  the  perineum  and 
vulva  to  contract  from  some  reflex  action,  and,  txrforc  they  have  time 
to  yield,  the  pain  has  expended  its  fury.  But  our  patient  is  still  safe. 
Another  and  another  pain  follows  with  apparently  little  progress. 
The  occiput  presents  at  the  vulva,  which  persists  in  retaining  its  leath- 
ery consistency.  But  the  contest  is  an  unequal  one ;  it  is  the  few 
little,  thin  muscles  of  the  perineum  pitted  against  the  combined  energy 
of  the  uterine  and  abdominal  forces,  made  more  effective  by  the  volun- 
tary efforts  of  the  patient ;  for  where  you  find  these  explosive  forms  of 
labor  your  patient  loses  all  self  control,  and  lends  her  rolantary 
powers  to  hasten  her  own  ruin. 

The  perineum  is,  owing  to  the  inelasticity  of  the  vulval  folds,  car- 
ried forward  till  it  is  at  least  four  inches  wide  and  so  thin  that  the 
sutures  in  the  foetal  head  can  be  felt  through  it.  The  occiput  has 
wedged  itself  past  the  vaginal  outlet,  which  now  would  probably 
measure  one  and  a  half  by  three  inches.  You  square  yourself  to  give 
that  intelligent  and  scientific  support  to  the  perineum  that  you  learned 
in  college ;  another  expiation,  and  you  catch  the — shoulders  !  You 
missed  the  head.  I  did  too.  Young  man,  you  may  thank  your  stars 
if  you  get  off  as  well  as  I  did.  My  patient  had  left  a  damaged 
sphincter  ani — "only  this,  and  nothing  more. " 

Here  I  have  tried  to  show  you  two  pictures ;  one,  the  last  hour  of  a 
normal,  the  other  of  an  abnormal  labor.  In  the  first,  *evere  lacerations 
are  rarely  met  with.  In  the  second,  more  or  less  injury,  from  a  slight 
tear  to  a  complete  severance  of  the  perineal  structure,  may  t)e  looked 
for  in  at  least  three-fourths  of  all  such  cases. 

The  indication  for  treatment  is  plain  :  replace  the  abnormal  condition 
with  a  condition  as  near  normal  as  possible.  Can  this  be  done?  I 
think  so.  How?  By  the  use  of  morphia  hypodermically.  When? 
As  this  accident  only  occurs  at  the  close  of  the  second  stage  of  labor* 
the  nearer  you  bring  the  treatment  to  the  danger  line,  the  more  effectual 
it  will  be ;  not  earlier  than  one  hour  nor  later  than  one-half  hour  of 
the  probable  termination  of  the  labor.  I  wish  to  emphasize  this  point, 
for  on  it  I  believe  more  or  less  of  our  success  will  depend.  If  used  too 
early  it  will  delay  the  termination  of  labor,  for  it  must  be  used  in  doses 
sufficiently  large  (\  gr.  at  least )  to  make  a  decided  impression  on  the 
patient.     Other  remedies  have  been  suggested  in  these  cases,  but  none 
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that  I  have  tried  will  compare  with  morphine  in  results ;  it  is  prompt, 
its  action  is  positive  and  permanent ;  and,  unlike  chloroform,  it  re- 
quires no  watching  to  keep  up  its  effects.  All  who  have  used  it  in 
puerperal  convulsions  have  noticed  that  it  acted  as  an  antispasmodic, 
and  you  will  find  in  these  spasmodic  forms  of  labor  it  will  do  the 
same.  It  is  "like  oil  on  the  troubled  waters. "  Your  patient  at  once 
becomes  composed,  regains  her  self  control,  and  you  can  then  give 
such  support  to  the  perineum  as  may  be  needed.  Of  course,  this  does 
not  preclude  the  use  of  chloroform.  I  use  it  up  to  the  time  I  use 
morphia,  and  sometimes  later.  After  the  use  of  morphia  watch  your 
patient  till  she  is  under  its  influence,  and,  if  necessary,  restrain  the 
head  if  it  advances  too  rapidly,  otherwise  manage  the  case  as  you 
would  a  normal  labor. 

I  claim  nothing  new  for  the  use  of  morphia  in  these  cases  except  as 
to  the  time  of  its  administration.  The  young  doctor  will  make  mis- 
takes here  as  well  as  elsewhere.  Not  too  early  nor  too  late ;  just  the 
"happy  mean,"  and  on  his  ability  to  judge  of  that  time,  will  depend 
his  success. 

Don't  be  too  impetuous  in  the  management  of  your  first  labors. 
"Make  haste  slowly."  Stud}'  your  cases  carefully.  No  description 
is  like  a  bedside  experience  in  teaching  you  to  "see  with  your  finger 
tips. "  I  agree  -with  the  editor  that  a  reasonably  rapid  labor  is  prob- 
ably the  safest ;  but  too  much  haste  is  just  as  bad  The  soft  parts 
must  have  time  to  adjust  themselves.  The  perineal  muscles  must  be 
tired  out,  hence  a  too  rapid  advance,  by  natural  or  artificial  means, 
may  be  equally  destructive.  I  have  told  you  that  the  explosive  forms 
of  labor  did  not  give  the  peritoneal  structure  time  for  adjustment ; 
you  know  that  a  muscle  in  a  state  of  contraction  is  more  easily  torn 
than  wThen  relaxed.  These  explosive  pains  drive  the  head  at  the 
perineum  in  such  an  impetuous  manner  that  they  cause  a  sort  of 
counter  or  sympathetic  contraction  of  that  structure,  and  before  it  can 
relax,  the  head  may  be  forced  through,  and  an  irreparable  damage 
done.  Morphia  in  these  cases  may  be  of  use  in  other  directions.  For 
example :  I  have  seen  puerperal  convulsions  occur  just  at  the  moment 
of  the  delivery  of  the  head.  Its  use  would  be  our  best  safeguard  in 
such  casea 

I  pursue  this  course  in  all  cases  of  first  labors,  and  for  this  reason  : 
you  can  not  tell  just  when  the  labor  will  take  on  this  spasmodic  con- 
dition. I  have  had  the  most  favorable  looking  cases  end  with  one  of 
these  outbreaks — too  late  for  treatment — and  with  laceration,  of  course. 
If,  when  called,  you  find  that  the  os  will  barely  allow  the  introduction 
of  the  tip  of  the  finger,  although  the  pains  come  every  two  or  three 
minutes  with  force  enough  to  make  her  "black  in  the  face,"  just  give 
her  hypodermically  one-fourth  of  a  grain  of  morphia.  Stay  long 
enough  to  see  that  it  produces  no  unpleasant  effects,  then  go  home 
and  wait  till  they  call  you. 

Don't  annoy  your  patient  by  too  frequent  examinationa  It  will  cause 
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the  glands  supplying  moisture  to  the  parts  to  cease  action,  hence  we 
have  dryness,  and  instead  of  relaxation  you  get  up  a  doughy,  inelastic, 
lifeless  condition  from  infiltration  of  serum,  which  yields  but  slowly 
to  the  advancing  head,  and,  if  you  should  have  those  "explosive" 
pains  to  deal  with,  they  are  more  apt  to  tear,  as  they  can  not  from 
want  of  mobility  adjust  themselves  to  the  strain. 


cardiac  innervation  t 

By  Lyman  Watklns,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati,  0. 

THE  human  heart,  when  removed  from  the  body,  soon  ceases  to 
pulsate,  but  in  some  animals,  especially  such  as  are  called  "cold- 
blooded," the  heart  may,  under  proper  precautions,  continue  to 
beat  for  a  considerable  time,  even  several  days.  Martin  in  1881 ; 
Ludwig  and  Langendorf,  in  1884,  preserved  the  activity  in  the  hearts 
of  rabbits,  cats  and  dogs,  after  entire  isolation  from  the  body.  When 
the  heart  of  a  frog  is  taken  from  the  body  it  will,  if  properly  cared 
for,  still  rythmically  contract  If  the  auricles  be  separated  from  the 
ventricles,  each  part  will  continue  to  beat,  though  perhaps  in  different 
rythm.  If  we  divide  the  auricles  by  cutting  through  the  auricular 
septum,  each  part  will  continue  to  pulsate.  Finally,  if  the  heart  be 
divided  into  small  pieces,  each  of  these  will  still  throb,  and  we  will 
have  upon  the  glass  pulsating  particles  of  heart  muscle  in  various 
rythms. 

In  the  heart  there  can  be  demonstrated  by  dissection  a  chain  of 
ganglion  nerve  cells  and  plexuses  distributed  as  follows :  In  the  inter- 
aurieular  septum  are  the  septal  ganglion  and  plexus  ;  nerve  fibres  pass 
thence  to  the  auriculo-ventricular  junction  where  they  enter  another 
group  of  ganglionic  cells  called  "Bidder's  Ganglion.' '  From  this 
again  nerves  arise  and  pass  to  the  inter- ventricular  septum  and  also  to 
the  outer  surface  of  the  ventricle,  and  small  ganglionic  swellings  ap- 
pear just  beneath  the  endocardium  and  pericardium.  A  normal  con- 
traction  of  the  heart  begins  at  the  auricles  and  passes  to  the  ventricles, 
and  these  successive  contractions,  together  with  the  pause,  constitute 
a  cardiac  cycle.  The  post-mortem  activity  of  the  heart  is  more  vividly 
manifest  in  those  portions  containing  the  largest  number  of  ganglion 
cells  and  practically  absent  from  the  apex,  in  which  ten  nerve  ele- 
ments are  found. 

Experimental  knowledge  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  heart  is 
automatic,  a  self  propelling  mechanism ;  that  the  cardiac  impulses 
are  intrinsic,  and,  therefore,  in  a  manner  independent  of  the  central 
and  sympathetic  nervous  systems.  I  am  aware  that  this  is  still  a 
matter  of  controversy,  and  that  some  investigators  are  inclined  to  view 
the  self-acting  power  of  the  heart  as  due  to  muscular  irritability,  and 

t  Read  before  the  Cincinnati  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Dec.  4, 1996. 


20  CARDIAC    INNERVATION. 

advance  forcible  arguments  to  support  such  claims.  The  whole  mat- 
ter needs  further  investigation. 

The  nerves  by  which  the  heart  is  placed  in  communication  with  the 
central  nervous  system  and  the  rest  of  the  body  are  the  pneumogastric 
and  the  sympathetic.  The  inhibitory  influence  of  the  vagus  upon  the 
heart  was  first  observed  by  Weber  and  Heinrich  in  1845.  It  was 
shown  by  them  that  stimulation  of  the  pneumogastric  nerve  at  or  near 
its  point  of  origin  would  slow  the  beat  of  the  heart,  and  that  a  very 
strong  stimulus  would  arrest  it  altogether.  Their  discovery  has  been 
many  times  verified  in  many  different  animals  by  many  different  in- 
vestigators. This  point  in  the  medulla  is  now  well  known  as  the 
cardio-inhibitory  centre.  When  this  centre  is  stimulated  the  heart  is 
diminished  in  frequency,  force  and  volume  of  contraction,  varying  in 
degree  according  to  the  strength  of  the  stimulus  and  the  frequency  of 
its  repetition.  For  instance,  a  weak  stimulus  first  affects  the  auricles, 
slowing  their  beat,  and  may  not  extend  beyond  them  ;  increased  stim- 
ulus may  arrest  their  contraction  altogether,  while  the  ventricles  con- 
tinue to  pulsate  until  inhibited  by  still  stronger  stimuli  A  moderate 
amount  of  constant  stimulus  may  restrain  the  heart  in  force  and  fre- 
quency for  a  long  period.  The  inhibitory  influence  of  the  cardio- 
inhibitory  centre  is  transmitted  to  the  intra-cardiac  system  of  nerve 
centres  and  plexuses  through  fibres  of  the  pneumogastric  nerve.  .  The 
phenomenally  slow  heart- beat  occurring  in  some  diseases  is  due  to 
direct  or  reflex  stimulation  of  the  cardio-inhibitory  centre. 

We  may  now  turn  to  the  augmentor  or  accelerating  nerve  of  the 
heart,  for,  although  the  heart  may  have  an  independent  nervous  sys- 
tem of  its  own,  still  influences  reach  it  from  the  outside  which  are  the 
opposite  of  vagus  action,  inasmuch  as  such  impulses  tend  to  increase 
the  frequency  of  cardiac  contraction.  The  augmentor  nerve  fibres 
going  to  the  heart  arise  from  the  ganglion  stellatum,  the  inferior  cer- 
vical, and  the  first  and  second  dorsal  sympathetic  ganglia.  The  ac- 
cellerating  effect  of  sympathetic  stimulation  upon  the  heart's  action 
was  first  observed  by  Bezold  and  Bever  in  1861-3,  and  later  confirmed 
by  Gaskell  and  Gadow  in  1884. 

When  the  augmentor  fibres  are  stimulated  there  is  an  increase  of 
from  seven  to  ten  per  cent  in  the  frequency  of  the  heart's  action. 
Not  only  is  the  speed  of  the  heart  accelerated  and  also  its  force  and 
volume  are  augmented,  but  the  frequency  of  the  heart's  contractions 
is  rarely  increased  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  eighty  treats  per 
minute,  in  exceptional  instances  reaching  two  hundred.  This  accel- 
erating influence  of  the  sympathetic  explains  in  a  manner  the  rapid 
heart  beat  following  sudden  fright,  joy  or  other  nerve  shock  or  pain  ; 
also  the  sympathetic  cardiac  palpitation  of  gastric,  uterine,  or  ovarian 
disorders.  Parlow  (American  Text- Book  of  Physiology)  divides  the 
inhibitory  and  augmentor  nerves  of  the  heart  into  four  classes :  1. 
Nerves  inhibiting  the  frequency  of  the  beat     2.  Nerves  inhibiting* 
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the  force  of  the  beat  3.  Nerves  augmenting  frequency.  4.  Nerves 
augmenting  force. 

The  caKlio-inhibitory  centre  is  probably  always  in  action.  When 
the  heart  is  removed  from  its  influence  the  cardiac  beats  become  more 
rapid  and  continue  to  increase  in  frequency  until  the  heart  is  exhausted 
by  lack  of  nourishment  and  the  presence  of  effete  matter.  Paralysis 
of  the  centre  is  followed  by  similiar  resulta  The  location  of  the  aug- 
mentor  centre  is  still  a  matter  of  doubt,  but  it  is  probably  also  in  the 
floor  of  the  fourth  ventricle.     It  is  a  constant  centre,  always  in  action. 

We  have  so  far  discussed  the  nerves  in  the  heart  and  those  which 
carry  impulses  to  the  heart  There  still  remain  to  be  noticed  efferent 
impulses  arising  in  the  heart  and  carried  thence  by  centripetal  nerves. 
The  principle  of  these  is  the  depression  following  stimulation  of  the 
proximate  end  of  the  divided  vagus.  WThen  this  occurs  there  is  a  fall 
m  blood  pressure,  a  dilatation  of  the  blood  vessels  and  a  slowing  of 
the  pulse.  Sensory  nerves  are  also  found  in  the  heart,  and  their 
presence  enables  us  to  understand  and  explain  the  feelings  of  oppression, 
dncomfort  or  pain,  experienced  in  the  cardiac  region.  Other  nervous 
properties  of  the  heart  could  be  mentioned,  such  as  its  relation  to  the 
higher  mental  centres,  voluntary  control  of  the  heart-beat,  peripheral 
reflex  centres,  inter-ventricular  nerve  action,  and  so  on ;  but  enough 
has  been  said  to  show  the  great  importance  of  having  a  clear  under- 
standing of  cardiac  innervation  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the 
heart. 


A 


CA5E  OF  INFLAMMATORY  BRIOHTS  DISEASE. 

By  A.  0.  Henry,  it.  D.,  Cortland,  N.  Y. 

BOUT  July  1,  1892,  I  was  engaged  to  attend  Mrs.  T.,  of  this 
place,  in  confinement,  which  was  expected  to  occur  the  latter 
part  of  September. 

At  the  time  of  her  previous  confinement,  in  April,  1889,  her  attend- 
ing physician  had  found  considerable  albumen  present  in  the  urine, 
hat  no  examination  was  made  for  casts  at  that  time. 

Difficult  breathing  began  early  in  July,  and  increased  until  by  the 
twentieth,  it  had  become  so  distressing  that  sleep  was  impossible,  ex- 
cepting in  an  upright  position.  By  the  last  of  the  month,  oedema  of 
the  feet  and  legs  began,  accompanied  by  some  puffiness  of  the  face. 
Her  pulse  had  increased  in  frequency,  until  by  August  1,  it  was  habit- 
ually from  110  to  120.  The  difficulty  of  breathing  increased,  being 
intensified  by  congestion  of  the  lower  lobe  of  the  right  lung ;  this  last 
feature  causing  a  frequent  cough.  She  could  sleep  but  a  few  minutes 
at  a  time,  even  in  the  sitting  posture.  By  the  afternoon  of  August  22, 
such  was  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms  that  I  saw  that  only  an  imme- 
diate delivery  could  save  her  life.  She  was  much  worn  from  loss  of 
sleep,  her  pulse  was  140,  and  her  color  was  becoming  dusky.  Fortu- 
nately at  this  time  natural  labor  pains  soon  after  began,  and  before  12 
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o'clock  she  was  delivered  of  a  daughter,  evidently  at  the  eighth  month. 
Almost  immediately  after  the  delivery  she  was  seized  with  intense 
dyspnoea,  became  cyanosed,  pulse  was  absent  at  the  wrist,  and  the 
breathing  was  rapid  and  shallow ;  in  short,  all  the  indications  of  im- 
pending and  immediate  dissolution  were  present  Nitro-glycerine 
was  used  at  once. 

Within  half  an  hour,  she  had  so  far  rallied  that  it  seemed  probable 
that  the  immediate  danger  had  passed.  A  test  of  urine  showed  a  large 
amount  of  albumen  present  Further  examination  for  casts  by  one  of 
the  consulting  physicians,  Dr.  Nelson,  of  Truxton,  N.  Y.,  showed 
them  present  in  abundance,  and  confirmed  the  diagnosis  of  chronic 
inflammatory  Blight's  disease. 

An  examination  in  September  disclosed  valvular  disease  of  the  heart, 
(mitral  insufficiency, )  an  enlarged  liver,  and  a  congested  right  lung. 
The  physical  symptoms  were  shortness  of  breath,  troublesome  cough, 
and  pulse  of  from  115  to  126.  General  dropsy  began  early  in  Octo- 
ber, and  gradually  increased  until,  to  avert  death  from  asphyxia,  on 
December  30,  we  drew  from  the  abdominal  cavity  about  four  gallons 
of  fluid. 

This  tapping  was  repeated  January  24,  March  3,  March  23,  and 
March  28,  the  last  named  being  a  sort  of  sequel  to  the  previous  one, 
there  having  been  a  constant  leakage  from  the  trocar  incision,  and  ere 
closing  it,  the  accumulation  of  water  over  what  had  leaked  out,  meas- 
uring a  couple  of  quarts,  was  drawn  off.  The  total  amount  of  water 
drawn  out  in  this  series  of  operations  was  about  nineteen  gallons.  At 
different  dates  during  the  winter,  specimens  of  the  urine  were  exam- 
ined by  chemists  of  Brooklyn  and  Ithica,  who  reached  the  same  con- 
clusions as  did  Dr.  Nelson. 

After  the  last  tapping,  the  progress  of  the  patient  towards  recovery 
was  steady  and  uneventful  The  amount  of  albumen  in  the  urine  and 
the  dropsical  accumulations  gradually  diminished,  the  lung  cleared 
out,  and  the  liver  regained  about  its  normal  size,  and  in  September, 
1893,  she  had  recovered  sufficiently  to  visit  the  World's  Fair.  She 
has  since  been  in  very  good  health.  Some  three  weeks  ago  a  speci- 
men of  urine  was  examined  with  negative  results.  A  glance  at  the 
dates  of  tapping  shows  an  interval  of  25  days  between  the  first  and 
the  second  ;  38  days  between  the  second  and  the  third,  and  but  20  days 
between  the  third  and  fourth.  I  will  say  in  this  connection  that  for 
just  those  twenty  days  and  no  longer  I  abstained  from  giving  any 
medicine  of  my  own  and  the  patient,  at  the  earnest  solicitations  of 
friends,  used  one  of  the  much  vaunted  "Kidney  Cures." 

Of  the  many  different  medicines  I  gave  the  patient  from  the  time  I 

began  treating  her  until  March  3,  when 's  Kidney  Cure  began 

to  demonstrate  what  it  could  do  (?),  the  principal  ones  which  seemed 
to  accomplish  good  were  digitalis,  apocynum  cannabinum  and  aconite 
in  small  doses.  After  I  re-commenced  the  treatment  in  March  I  pre- 
scribed veratrum  viride  (fl.  ex. )  in  two  drop  doses,  four  times  each  day 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  the  improvement  mentioned  above  was  co-inci- 
dent with  this  portion  of  the  treatment 

And  now  in  relation  to  the  prescribed  diet,  which  as  regards  the 
final  outcome,  was  the  most  important  factor.  For  some  six  months 
the  patient  ate  nothing  but  milk  and  buttermilk,  taken  three  times  a 
day,  the  entire  daily  allowance  varying  from  one  pint  to  one  quart,  as 
the  condition  indicated.  After  this,  more  solid  food,  as  a  saucer  of 
rolled  oats  or  a  slice  of  toast,  was  given  twice  a  day.  Flesh  foods  of  all 
kinds  were  positively  prohibited,  as  well  as  lard  and  all  other  pro- 
ducts of  flesh  corpses.  Accompanying  the  injunction  to  evermore 
abstain  from  flesh  foods,  was  the  promise  of  probable  immunity  from 
farther  kidney  trouble,  with  a  minimizing  of  the  heart  difficulty. 

I  saw  Mrs.  T.  a  few  days  ago,  and  she  informed  me  that  at  rare 

intervals,  not  to  exceed  an  average  of  once  a  month,  did  she  use  meat, 

and  then  generally  a  small  quantity  in  the  form  of  hash.     The  points 

I  would  emphasize  when  considering  the  outcome  of  this  case  are, 

that  many  apparently  hopeless  cases  may  be  brought  to  a  favorable 

termination  by  a  rigid  abstinence  from  all  flesh  foods,  and  a  reduction 

of  the  amount  of  food  taken  to  the  lowest  practical  quantity,  to  the 

end  that  the  diseased  kidneys  may  have  as  little  work  as  possible  to 

do,  and  thus  they  may  have  more  opportunity  to  recover. 


THE    MENOPAUSE.f 
•  By  Nathan  L.  Allen*  n.  D.v  Boston,  Haas. 

DR  SKENE  declares,  in  his  valuable  work,  that  the  changes 
which  occur  in  the  organs  of  generation,  at  the  menopause,  con- 
stitute a  complete  evolution.  They  are  in  marked  contrast  to  those 
which  take  place  during  the  evolution  of  puberty. 

The  two  processes,  the  one  the  beginning  and  the  other  the  end  of 
functional  life,  are  completely  opposite  in  character,  and  yet,  in  some 
of  their  manifestations  and  effects  upon  the  general  system,  they  have 
many  features  in  common.  During  the  process  of  involution  which 
constitutes  the  change  of  life,  two  stages  are  distinctly  manifested. 
The  first  commences  at  the  beginning  of  involution  and  the  decline  of 
functional  activity, — the  ante-cessation  period;  the  second  extends 
from  the  time  that  menstruation  ceases  to  the  completion  and  the  adap- 
tation of  the  general  system  to  the  new  order  of  things, — the  post- 
sensation  period. 

The  changes  of  structure  which  take  place  at  the  menopause  are 
atrophic  in  character.  The  ovaries,  fallopian  tubes,  and  uterus,  grad- 
ually diminish  in  size,  the  vagina  becomes  shorter  and  narrower,  the 
blood-vessels  contract,  and  when  the  process  is  finished  the  sexual  or- 
gans are  reduced  to  their  rudimentary  condition. 

During  the  ante-cessation  stage,  while  the  flow  is  gradually  dimin- 

t  Read  before  the  Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 
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ishing,  or  appearing  at  irregular  intervals,  some  disorders  of  the  nu- 
tritive and  nervous  systems  are  observed ;  sometimes  they  are  also 
manifested  during  the  po*t-ce station  period. 

With  some  women  the  troubles  are  so  trivial,  in  their  nature,  that 
the)*  are  endured  without  attention  being  called  to  them ;  while  in 
other  cases  we  meet  most  severe  nervous  disturbances.  The  chief 
symptoms  presented  by  the  nervous  system  are  headaches,  irregular 
flushing  of  the  face,  sudden  changes  in  the  temperature  of  the  hands 
and  feet,  general  irritibility  of  nerves,  and  torpor,  or  sluggishness  of 
the  brain.  The  digestive  organs  frequently  present  signs  of  gastro- 
intestinal disarrangements  and  impaired  nutrition ;  hence  some  pa- 
tients complain  much  of  indigestion. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  give  the  various  causes  which  are  enumerated 
in  the  different  gynaecological  works.  I  wish  to  describe  a  condition 
that  I  have  found  and  the  treatment  which  has  been  successful  in  its 
removal.  This  condition  and  treatment,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
has  never  before  been  presented  to  the  medical  profession. 

If,  after  the  menstrual  flow  has  ceased,  or  begun  to  be  irregular,  a 
Faradic  battery  with  a  slow  interrupter  be  used  so  as  to  produce  a 
slow  muscular  contraction  of  the  uterine  walls,  a  thick,  creamy  mu- 
cus will  be  expelled  from  the  uterus,  varying  in  quantity  from  one- 
half  to  two  fluid  drachms.  After  this  has  been  thrown  off,  I  find  the 
nervous  conditions  improve  rapidly,  the  headaches  cease,  the  other 
symptoms  subside  and  my  patient's  condition  is  very  much  improved. 
Apply  your  electric  current  by  placing  one  pole,  with  a  uterine  cup 
electrode  against  the  cervix  and  the  other  pole  on  the  abdomen  over 
the  fundus. 

My  theories  are  these,  that  after  the  menstrual  flow  has  stopped  there 
is  not  enough  nerve  power  to  expel  the  waste  which  has  accumulated 
within  the  uterine  cavity  ;  that  the  use  of  the  battery  causes  the  neces- 
sary contraction  of  the  sluggish  organs,  and  the  material  is  displaced. 
Had  this  been  allowed  to  remain,  it  would  produce  a  low  form  of  sep- 
ticaemia, which  might  be  the  cause  of  the  rheumatism,  neuralgia  and 
kindred  other  affections  which  at  this  time  are  so  prevalent.  After 
some  months  cessation  of  the  flow,  possibly  a  year,  there  may  be  slight 
evidence  of  its  return.  Should  such  an  indication  present  itself,  all 
means  should  be  exhausted  in  our  endeavor  to  induce  such  recurrence, 
as  it  will  carry  away  much  of  the  waste  material  within  the  uterus.  I 
find  the  best  way  to  accomplish  this  is  by  means  of  the  bipolar  intra- 
uterine Faradization  with  a  medium  wire,  or  intra-uterine  negative 
galvanization,  which  causes  a  flow  of  blood  toward  the  uterus. .  In 
many  cases  these  methods  have  afforded  much  relief  to  my  patients. 

Women  who  reach  the  menopause  without  contracting  marriage  fre- 
quently object  to  intra-uterine,  or  intra-  vaginal  applications.  In  such 
cases,  general  Faradization  or  local  galvanism  will  usually  be  found 
very  beneficial. 
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By  applying  the  electrodes  of  the  continuous  current  to  each  side  of 
the  th}  roid  gland,  causing  a  stimulation  of  the  great  sympathetic 
nerves,  we  can  diminish  the  calliber  of  the  cerebral  vessels  and  thus 
lessen  the  flow  of  blood  towards  the  head. 


RECTOCELE    AND   CYSTOCELE.f 
By  L.  E.  Russell,  n.  D.v  Room  103  Neave  Building,  Cincinnati. 

RECTOCELE  is  a  protrusion  of  the  lower  part  of  the  anterior  wall 
of  the  rectum  and  the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina,  through  the 
vaginal  orifice,  and  may  vary  in  different  cases  from  the  size  of  a  small 
hen's  egg  to  the  size  of  a  child's  head.  There  are  two  causes  for  this 
lesion,  the  principal  one  being  laceration  of  the  perineal  body  follow- 
ing confinement ;  the  other  is  the  costive  habit,  and  much  straining 
while  at  stool. 

In  many  cases  where  the  perineum  has  been  torn  in  confinement, 
and  allowed  to  remain  without  repair  for  years,  it  is  then  that  the  bad 
cases  of  rectocele  are  found.  The  tissues  of  the  aged  are  less  elastic 
than  in  middle  life  or  in  the  young,  and  the  rectocele  of  the  aged 
finally  becomes  very  large,  and  helps  to  make  life  a  burden.  The  di- 
agnosis of  rectocele  is  easily  made ;  by  having  the  patient  lie  on 
the  back,  and  with  the  limbs  flexed  she  is  instructed  to  strain  or  bear 
down,  when  the  posterior  vaginal  walls  and  the  anterior  rectal  wall 
will  come  into  or  through  the  vaginal  orifice.  Again,  if  the  surgeon 
will  introduce  the  index  finger  into  the  rectum  and  crook  it  upward 
into  the  vagina,  the  diagnosis  of  rectocele  will  be  easily  made  out, 
and  the  extent  of  the  lacerated  perineum  may  be  considered. 

In  a  recent  case  at  Harrison,  Ohio,  I  was  called  in  consultation  to 
see  what  might  be  done  surgically  for  the  relief  of  a  rectocele  as  large 
as  a  child's  head.  On  examining  the  patient,  I  found  a  large  multi- 
locuJar  ovarian  tumor  of  the  semi-solid  variety,  which  filled  the  abdo- 
men to  the  full  compliment,  and  had  been  the  cause  of  pushing  out  the 
rectum  into  the  vagina,  producing  the  enormous  rectocele.  The  pa- 
tient was  taken  to  the  woman's  hospital  on  Seventh  street,  Cincinnati, 
and  the  ovarian  tumor,  weighing  fifty  pounds,  removed,  and  in  three 

t  Hospital  Bulletin.— A  Hospital  Bulletin  was  Issued  to  many  of  our  practitioners 
hi  and  around  Cincinnati,  on  Dec.  2d,  to  witness  a  clinical  case  kindly  referred  to  us  by 
Dr.  F.  6.  W.  Cook,  of  Toledo,  for  a  vaginoabdominal  hysterectomy,  on  account  of  a  very 
large  fibro-sarcoma  of  the  uterus.  It  has  been  tbe  wish  and  intention  of  the  clinical  sur- 
geon and  bis  assistants  to  invite  and  urge  the  attendance  of  our  practitioners  upon  the 
ellnlcal  operations  in  the  amphitheater  of  the  Cincinnati  Hospital.  Superintendent  Feh- 
tenbach  has  kindly  consented  to  admit  our  practitioners  free.  In  the  future  we  wish  to 
bulletin  these  clinical  cases  a  few  days  before  operation,  and  it  will  do  our  men  good  to 
avail  themselves  of  these  well  arranged  free  hospital  advantages.  Should  any  of  our 
practitioners  from  any  part  of  the  country  visit  this  city  on  Wednesdays  or  Saturdays,  the 
days  of  operation,  they  will  be  admitted  to  the  amphitheater  through  Prof.  Scudderor  the 
hospital  superintendent  on  application.  l.  e.  b. 
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weeks  the  rectocele  and  cystocele  had  entirely  disappeared  without 
further  surgical  relief. 

The  photo-engraving  accompaning  this  article  illustrates  fairly  well 
a  case  of  rectocele  and  cystocele  in  a  patient  about  fifty  years  of  age. 
No.  1  shows  the  rectocele  protruding  through  the  external  vaginal  ori- 
fice, the  size  of  the  double  fist  No.  2,  the  cystocele,  in  which  the  an- 
terior vaginal  wall  and  the  posterior  part  of  the  bladder  protruded  into 
the  external  vaginal  outlet. 

This  patient  had  raised  a  large  family,  and  the  perineal  body  had 
besn  lacerated  in  the  early  confinements,  but  as  the  change  of  life 
commenced,  she  noticed  much  difficulty  in  voiding  the  urine  or  hav- 
ing an  action  of  the  bowels ;  in  either  event  she  was  obliged  to  push 
back  into  position  both  the  rectocele  and  cystocele  and  hold  them 
there.  These  cases  of  advanced  age  are  true  prolapse  of  bladder,  cys- 
tocele, and  are  not,  as  a  rule,  due  to  displacements  of  the  uterus. 

If  a  lithotomy  sound  be  introduced  into  the  urethera  of  the  female 
and  turned  backward  and  downward,  the  end  can  be  felt  within  the 
prolapsed  mass, — in  the  cystocele. 

Treatment,  in  these  cases,  must  be  purely  surgical.  If  the  patient 
has  passed  the  menopause,  it  would  be  good  surgery  to  freshen  the 
vaginal  walls  and  perineum  and  close  the  aperture,  and  thus  prevent 
the  possibility  of  the  protrusion  of  the  rectocele  or  cystocele. 

In  some  cases  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  repair  the  lacerated  peri- 
neum, open  the  abdomen  and  perform  high  ventral  fixation  of  the  fun- 
dus uteri,  thus  pulling  back  and  holding  the  cystocele. 

In  other  cases,  freshen  the  central  protruding  vagino-cystic  wall, 
and  put  in  a  purse  ar  puckering  string  to  cause  contraction  or  cica- 
trization of  the  vaginal  walls,  and  then  do  the  perinorrhaphy. 


SHAFT  WOUND   (with  Illustrations). 
By  J.  F.  Hlnes,  n.  D.,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

HARRY  A.,  a  young  man  15  years  of  age,  was  accidentally  in- 
jured by  colliding  with  a  butcher's  cart,  on  the  first  day  of 
February,  1890.  He  was  riding  on  horseback  with  legs  well  flexed 
like  a  ruse  rider  going  at  ruser's  speed.  The  butcher  was  also  travel- 
ing at  a  rapid  rate,  going  in  the  opposite  direction,  when  they  col- 
lided, the  point  of  the  right  shaft  striking  the  boy's  leg  on  the  inside 
above  the  knee-joint,  about  where  the  sartorius  muscle  crosses  the 
vastus  internus.  After  penetrating  the  flesh  at  the  point  mentioned, 
it  passed  inward  and  upward  along  the  femur,  beneath  the  neck,  mak- 
ing its  exit  posteriorly  through  the  gluteal  muscles,  as  shown  in  the 
accompanying  illustrations.  The  cicatrix  on  the  anterior  surface  of 
the  thigh  shows  the  point  of  entrance  in  the  gluteal  region  in  front  of 
exit  The  shaft  was  carried  through  with  sufficient  force  to  detach 
the  clothing  with  which  it  came  in  contact,  and  carry  the  detached 
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portion,  a  round  piece  from  the  pants  and  drawers  the  size  of  the  end 
of  the  shaft,  through  the  traumatism,  which  dropped  off  after  the 
shaft  made  its  exit.  The  shaft  extended  two  feet  from  the  point  of 
exit ;  in  other  words,  there  were  two  feet  of  shaft'beyond  the  body. 

When  the  boy  was  impaled 
on  the  shaft,  he  threw  his  arm 
over  the  neck  of  the  butcher's 
horse,  which  caused  the  animal 
to  rear  upward  and  backward, 
which  act  withdrew  the  shaft 
from  the  wound.  The  boy  fell 
to  the  ground,  the  cart  passing 
over  his  body,  inflicting  quite 
a  traumatism  over  or  near  the 
crest  of  the  left  ilium.  He  was 
then  taken  to  a  house  near  by, 
where  I  saw  him  and  examined 
his  wound.  The  wound  was 
about  18  inches  in  length,  ex- 
tending along  the  femur  from 
the  point  of  entrance  mentioned 
above,  to  the  point  of  exit  in  the  gluteal  region,  as  per  illustration. 

The  treatment  consisted  in  first  introducing  a  drainage-tube  through 
the  wound  This  was  done  by  flexing  the  leg  to  about  the  same  de- 
gree of  flexion  as  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  injury,  and  stiffening  the 
tube  by  passing  a  piece  of  tele- 
phone wire  through  it,  in  this 
way  rendering  the  tube  less 
flexible.  After  introducing  the 
tube  I  sewed  up  the  lacerations 
in  gluteal  region,  which  were 
severe  in  different  directions, 
after  adjusting  the  parts  to 
the  normal  position,  and  bring- 
ing them  in  apposition  as  near- 
ly as  possible.  Where  the  shaft 
entered  the  wound  was  not  so 
large  nor  so  ragged  as  at  the 
point  of  exit,  required  therefore 
fewer  stitches. 

After  dressing  the  wound, 
the  patient  was  removed  to  his 

home  about  half  a  mile  distant,  and  ordered  one  drachm  of  carbolic 
acid  to  the  pint  of  warm  sterilized  water,  to  be  used  as  a  wash'every 
two  or  three  hours,  carried  through  the  tube  with  a  fountain  syringe. 

The  shock  was  great,  and  after  a  time  pain  had  to*  be  overcome  by 
morphine  administered  hypodermatically.     Second  day,  temperature 
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105°,  third  day  102°,  fourth  day  101°,  fifth  day  99°.  I  gave  him  some 
antipyretic  in  forenoons  of  days  mentioned,  and  morphine  injections 
at  night  for  three  or  four  days.  Washing  of  wound  was  continued 
for  ten  days.  Suppuration  was  profuse  until  the  tenth  day,  when  it 
began  to  diminish.  On  the  twelfth  day  the  tube  was  removed,  also 
the  stitches  from  the  smaller  traumatism,  and  the  wounds  dressed 
with  iodoform  and  boracic  acid,  after  being  washed  and  dried,  twice 
daily.  The  patient  made  a  complete  recovery,  and  is  at  present  writ- 
ing in  the  city,  a  carpenter  by  trade. 

The  recovery  was  perfect, 
leaving  no  limp  nor  deformity, 
except  the  cicatrix,  as  per  illus- 
tration. The  interesting  fea- 
tures in  this  case  were  first  the 
enormous  size  of  the  wound, 
together  with  its  length  (made 
by  a  shaft  three  inches  thick). 
Secondly,  how  remarkable  its 
passage  through  as  it  did,  with- 
out doing  great  injury  to  the 
nerves  and  blood-vessels  in  the 
parts  through  which  it  passed 
I  account  for  its  passing  as  it 
did  by  the  boy's  position  astride 
the  horse,  with  legs  well  flexed 
forward,  thereby  having  the 
legs  on  a  line  parallel  with  the  shaft. 

This  was  the  largest  and  longest  wound  that  I  have  ever  seen,  re- 
seT  'bling  a  cannon  ball  wound  in  size  and  length.  At  first  I  was  con- 
fident the  shaft  had  penetrated  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  thought  I 
should  have  a  funeral.  Fortunately  for  the  boy  it  did  not  enter  it, 
so  to-day  he  is  well  and  sound,  with  nothing  but  the  cicatrix  to  prove 
that  he  was  the  party  who  sustained  the  injury. 


DISPLACEMENTS    OF    THE    UTERUS. 

By  Prof.  R.  C.  Wintermute,  n.  D.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

(Continued  from  page  494,  vol.  lvi.) 

THE  most  common  form  of  malposition  of  the  uterus  is  the  back- 
ward, or  retro-displacement  This  is  not  only  the  most  frequent 
form  of  deviation^  but,  likewise,  the  most  difficult  to  relieve.  A  uterus 
is  said  to  be  retroverted  when  it  is  turned  backward,  with  the  fundus 
in  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  assuming  a  position  nearly  opposite  to 
the  normal.  Three  degrees  of  backward  displacement  are  recognized. 
In  the  first  the  long  diameter  of  the  organ  corresponds  with  that  of 
the  vagina ;  in  the  second  the  position  is  nearly  at  a  right  angle,  lying 
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prone  across  the  pelvis ;  in  the  third  degree  the  fundus  has  dropped 
very  low,  the  organ  being  almost'  in  the  axis  of  the  superior  strait, 
with  the  cervix  uppermost 

The  first  form  of  displacement  may  exist  in  a  moderate  degree 
without  serious  consequences ;  in  the  second  and  third  degrees,  how- 
ever, the  symptoms  are  marked,  and  pronounced  in  severity,  as  well 
as  quite  general  in  their  extent  Attending  backward  displacement, 
excepting  in  quite  recent  cases,  will  be  found  a  corresponding  dis- 
placement of  the  appendages,  especially  a  decided  prolapsus  of  the 
ovaries,  in  which  they  reach  Douglas'  space.  Extensive  adhesions 
often  follow,  especially  if  proper  treatment  has  been  neglected  ;  con- 
gestion and  inflammation  are  also  quite  likely  to  develop  as  the  usual 
consequence,  extending,  sooner  or  later,  according  to  circumstances, 
into  the  tubes,  resulting  in  the  peculiar  suffering  and  symptoms 
usually  characteristic  of  salpingian  lesions.  Likewise,  not  a  little 
aggravation  will  arise  from  pressure  of  the  retroverted  fundus  against 
the  rectum.  More  or  less  circumscribed  irritation  of  the  lower  portion 
of  the  rectum  is  likely  to  result,  followed  by  various  remote  symptoms 
and  disturbances,  the  result  of  reflex  irritation.  The  action  of  the 
howel  will  usually  be  impaired,  owing  to  the  mechanical  pressure ;  the 
contact  of  the  serous  surfaces  is  also  likely  to  result  in  adhesions  be- 
tween the  fundus  and  boweL 

Another  complication,  in  addition  to  those  mentioned,  is  a  frequent 
irritation  of  the  bladder,  together  with  an  embarrassed  action  of  the 
same,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  that  viscus  forward  by  the  displaced 
and  elevated  cervix.  The  cause  of  retro-displacements,  both  version 
and  flexion,  is  an  overstretching  or  weakness  of  the  round  and  utero- 
sacral  ligaments ;  this  may  result  from  many  causes.  In  the  event 
that  the  round  ligaments  alone  become  defective,  in  which  they  fa*fc  to 
contribute  their  usual  support,  the  consequence  would  be  a  bending 
of  the  fundus  backward,  and  the  result  a  retro-flexion,  the  cervix  re- 
maining in  its  normal  position,  owing  to  the  firm  support  and  action 
of  the  utero-sacral  ligaments.  When  both  sets  of  ligaments  become 
weakened  to  about  the  same  degree,  prolapsus  follows,  (as  mentioned 
in  a  former  article).  In  case  both  sets  become  overstretched,  but  with 
marked  disproportionate  relaxation  of  the  round  ligaments,  it  results 
in  the  body  of  the  uterus  dropping  backward,  and,  since  the  utero- 
sacral  ligaments  are  inactive,  permits  the  cervix  to  be  carried  forward 
to  a  corresponding  degree,  a  retroversion  being  the  consequence,  the 
extent  depending  upon  the  condition  of  the  ligaments.  Most  cases  of 
this  variety  of  displacement  occur  in  women  who  have  borne  children, 
the  overstretching  of  the  ligaments  resulting  from  the  marked  disten- 
tion of  the  uterus  during  gestation. 

lacerations  of  the  cervix,  with  the  usual  attendant  inflammatory 
lesions— endo-cervitis  or  metritis — resulting  in  hypertrophy  and  in- 
cased weight  of  the  organ,  is  often  a  cause  of  the  difficulty.  Re- 
laxation or  laceration  of  the  perineum,   in  which  the  weight  of  the 


80  UTERINE   DISPLACEMENTS. 

uterus  is  thrown  upon  the  ligaments,  may"result  similarly.  Retro- 
deviations are  occasionally  found  in  nuliparous  women  also,  and  may 
result  from  falls,  blows,  injuries,  or,  in  fact,  any  cause  that  produces 
a  weakness  or  frailty  of  the  natural  supports. 

Symptoms. — In  this  form  of  malposition  of  the  uterus  the  patient  will 
be  considerably  disturbed  by  shooting  pains  through  the  pelvis,  ex- 
tending to  the  lower  portion  of  the  back  and  rectum,  as  well  as  down 
the  course  of  the  sciatic  nerves,  in  some  cases.  Heaviness,  weight, 
and  a  sensation  of  bearing  down  are  common  symptoms,  all  of  which 
are  increased  in  severity  on  standing  or  walking,  the  patient  becom- 
ing easily  fatigued.  Menstruation  is  often  profuse,  and,  as  a  rule, 
quite  painful.  Leucorrhoea  is  usually  present,  owing  to  an  inflam- 
matory condition ;  also  more  or  less  disturbance  to  the  rectum  and 
bladder,  as  well  as  the  usual  reflex  neuroses,  the  result  of  local  pres- 
sure and  irritation.  Additional  symptoms  and  suffering  will  likewise 
follow,  in  the  event  of  adhesions. 

Under  such  circumstances,  the  nature  of  the  trouble  would  at  once 
be  suspected,  when  a  careful  vaginal  examination  will  readily  confirm 
the  diagnosis,  as  well  as  the  character  and  extent  of  displacement 
By  drawing  the  cervix  down,  if  need  be,  and  introducing  a  sound,  the 
degree  of  the  difficulty  can  be  more  definitely  determined,  as  well  as 
the  presence  of  a  flexion  or  existence  of  adhesions.  The  treatment  in 
these  cases  consists,  in  the  first  place,  of  means  to  relieve  the  inflam- 
matory trouble  that  is  usually  present.  The  applications  of  tampons 
to  the  cervix,  medicated  with  belladonna,  hamamelis,  glycerole  of 
tannin,  or  fluid  hydrastis,  according  to  the  indications,  will  prove 
satisfactory  in  many  cases ;  however,  if  such  means  fail  tq  correct  the 
difficulty,  one  must  resort  to  dilatation  of  the  cervix,  and  thorough 
curettage  of  the  organ,  after  which  an  application  may  be  made  to  the 
endometrium  of  iodine  or  carbolic  acid. 

After  the  inflammation  subsides,  means  to  overcome  displacement 
and  retain  the  organ  in  its  normal  position,  should  be  looked  after. 
To  correct  the  malposition  the  patient  should  assume  the  knee-chest 
position,  and  the  organ  be  manipulated  into  position  by  the  fingers ; 
or  probably  a  better  means  is  to  place  the  patient  in  Sims'  position, 
draw  back  the  perineum  by  means  of  a  duck-bill  speculum,  when, 
with  the  index  and  middle  fingers,  the  depressed  fundus  can  be  ele- 
vated by  pushing  against  it  through  the  upper  posterior  vaginal  wall, 
the  cervix  being  drawn  downward  by  means  of  a  tenaculum.  The 
retroverted  organ  will  be  replaced  with  but  little  effort,  unless  bound 
down  by  adhesions ;  if  adherent,  nothing  short  of  operative  interfer- 
ence will  dislodge  it.  After  the  organ  has  t>een  drawn  into  its  normal 
position,  suitable  means  for  its  support  should  be  applied  ;  frequently 
properly  adjusted  tampons  of  cotton  or  gauze  will  answer,  providing 
the  patient  care  for  herself  judiciously,  and  guard  againt  exerting  her- 
self and  moving  about  upon  the  feet  too  much  ;  advising  the  use  of 
some  good  sustaining  tonic  at  the  same  time  to  strengthen  and  over- 
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come  the  weakened  condition  of  the  natural  supports.  Instead  of 
tampons,  or  in  the  event  they  are  unsatisfactory,  pessaries  must 
used.  There  are  several  pessaries  on  the  market  highly  recommended 
by  writers  in  general  for  retroversion,  among  which  may  be  men- 
tioned Albert  Smith's,  Emmet's,  Thomas',  Hodge's  and  Munde's, 
besides  probably  a  dozen  others.  After  reducing  the  displacement 
properly,  a  pessary  should  be  selected  that  will  fit,  and  is  properly 
suited  to  the  case,  it  being  remembered  that  the  ordinary  pessary  can 
be  changed  as  to  its  form  and  curves  by  heating. 

RETROVERSION    PESSARIES. 


THOMAS'.  HODGE '  8,  SMITH'S. 

The  following  directions  for  its  introduction  are  given  by  Garrigues : 
'The  patient,  being  in  Sims'  position,  and  the  doctor  standing  behind 
her  back,  the  pessary  is  seized  by  the  lower,  nariroic  end*,  with  the 
right  thumb  and  index  finger,  lubricated  and  held  in  the  sagittal  plane 
in  front  of  the  vulva.  With  the  left  thumb  and  index  finger  the  labia 
are  separated,  and  the  pessary  is  pushed  through  the  vaginal  entrance, 
pressing  upward  toward  the  promontory  and  backward  against  the 
perineum.  When  the  broadest  part  has  passed  the  vaginal  entrance, 
the  pessary  is  turned  into  the  coronal  plana  Next  I  seize  the  lower  end 
with  the  left  thumb  and  index  finger,  and  apply  the  right  index  finger 
to  the  inside  of  the  upper  arch,  and  bring  it,  by  a  combined  movement 
with  both  hands,  behind  the  cervix  as  high  as  possible.  Finally,  I 
insert  my  right  index  finger  in  front  of  the  lower  arch  and  push  it 
back,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  push  the  upper  arch  well  forward  against 
the  posterior  surface  of  the  uterus.  *  *  *  In  a  spacious  vagina 
the  pessary  may  be  introduced  while  pulling  the  perineum  back  with 
Sim's  speculum,  a  method  which  offers  the  advantage  that  the  hand 
is  guided  by  the  eye.  *  *  *  A  well-fitting  pessary  extends  from 
the  depth  of  the  posterior  cul-de-sac  to  the  vaginal  entrance,  and  takes 
its  support  there.  It  follows  the  normal  curvature  of  the  vagina.  The 
lower  end  is  bent;  back  a  little  so  as  to  avoid  pressure  on  the 
urethra." 

[To  be  continued.] 

Italics  mine. 
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"OVER   THE   HOOKAH."* 
By  John  Uri  Lloyd,  Cincinnati,  O. 

NOT  long  since,  I  read  a  criticism,  and  a  just  one,  to  the  effect 
that  our  literary  food  is  largely  the  output  of  persons  who  often 
write  about  things  they  scarcely  comprehend.  Alas,  is  not  this  too 
true.  Young  girls,  who  should  be  sitting  under  the  shadow  of  a  cha- 
perone,  and  thinking  of  scollops  and  frills,  are  serving  the  public  with 
page  after  page  concerning  the  Destiny  of  Man,  Revolting  Side  of 
Life,  The  Shades  of  EviL  Too  true.  School  boys,  who  never  smelt 
burnt  powder,  other  than  in  the  popping  of  a  Chinese  fire-cracker,  dis- 
port about  military  affairs  and  draw  pictures  of  battle  scenes  that  give 
the  blush  to  Grant  and  Lee. 

Experts  in  the  literary  style  of  other  people,  as  taught  to  school 
children,  go  out  into  the  world  and  disport  fluently  about  problems  in 
chemistry,  medicine  and  the  sciences  in  general.  Who  can  doubt 
that  these  subjects,  all  of  them,  belong  by  right  to  men  who  have 
lived  amid  scenes  that  make  this  side  of  life  their  own  ? 

The  novelist  of  the  past  has  been  one  to  tell  his  readers  of  love  that 
always  leads  into  sorrow  or  crime.  He  contributed  to  that  which  ab- 
sorbed the  thought  of  primitive  man,  principally  of  vicious  man,  even 
if  civilized,  for  civilization  does  not  purify.  He  wrote  about  blood, 
lust,  sorrow,  pain,  and  the  reader  revelel  in  crime,  disappointment, 
sorrow  and  shame. 

The  novelist  of  the  future  must  do  more  than  this,  he  must  serve 
his  readers  with  thought  pulsations  that  are  above  the  profane,  neither 
an  account  of  the  deeds  of  human  butcheries  nor  of  mental  tortures. 
He  must  lead  men  to  think  of  elevating  subjects  outside  of  every  day 
life,  or  else  he  must  speak  by  authority  in  life's  scenes.  The  coming 
generation  will  not  be  content  with  life  depicted  by  persons  who  have 
school-taught  literary  style,  it  is  true,  but  yet  no  personal  experience 
with  the  subject  under  consideration. 

Wonder,  novelty,  questionings  confront  the  chemist  Only  one  who 
stands  upon  the  point  in  life's  road  that  he  has  reached,  can  tell  about 
things  that  he  can  describe.  It  is  folly  for  a  literary  man  to  step  into 
his  field.  So  it  is  in  other  sections.  He,  who  proposes  to  do  justice 
to  a  subject,  must  be  entrenched  by  personal  education  in  that  subject* 

The  physician  meets  the  pathetic  as  well  as  the  ludicrous  side  of  life ; 
scenes  that  come  to  no  other  man  come  to  him  unbidden.  Other  per- 
sons may  go  back  and  forth  seeking  to  find  such  experiences  and  sig- 
nally fail  in  the  accomplishment  of  their  object ;  he  cannot  help  but 
meet  them.     An  experienced  physician  or  pharmacist  has  at  his  com- 

*  "Over  the  Hookah,  the  Tales  of  a  Talkative  Doctor,"  by  G.  Frank  Lydston,  M  D. . 
Professor  of  Genito-Urinary  Surgery  in  the  Chicago  College  of  Physicians  and  Snrgeona ; 
Professor  of  Criminal  Anthropology  in  the  Kent  College  of  Law,  etc.  8ro.  61*  pages. 
Author's  edition.  Subscription  only.  Cloth,  gilt  top,  14.00;  Morocco,  $5. CO.  The  Frtd. 
Klein  Publishing  Co.,  82  Market  St.,  Chicago,  III. 
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mand  an  endless  array  of  character  sketches,  in  which  pathetic  scenes 
and  quaint  phases  of  human  nature,  sufficient  to  make  a  professional 
novelist  jealous,  are  thickly  sandwiched  If  these  things  are  properly 
presented,  the  public  will  be  shown  a  favor.  Who  is  better  fitted  to 
describe  life's  shadows  and  lights  than  a  physician?  Who  meets  as 
many  pathetic  scenes,  who  experiences  so  much  of  human  nature,  that 
properly  strung  into  a  narrative,  will  touch  hearts  and  carry  lessons 
to  our  homes?  As  an  answer,  I  hear,  "Granted  that  is  true,  but  phy- 
sicians are  not  literary. " 

We  have  eighty  thousand  physicians  in  America.  Are  they  not  the 
peers  of  other  Americans,  and  are  they  not  competent  to  tell  of  what 
they  have  seen?  Xo  higher  literary  educations  are  at  the  command 
of  others,  many  are  graduates  of  world  renowned  scientific  educational 
institutions,  many  are  possessed  of  classical  educations ;  all  the  ad- 
vantages that  travel  and  culture,  art,  wealth  and  worldly  experience 
can  offer,  are  at  their  command.     Why  should  they  not  be  literary? 

And  now  to  the  subject  that  has  given  rise  to  these  reflections. 

Some  men  will  say  that  Dr.  Lydston  has  gone  out  of  his  way,  has 
stepped  into  the  birth-right  of  another,  in  telling  his  stories  of  fact ; 
he  should  have  left  the  field  to  men  who  make  fiction.  This  I  do  not  ac- 
cept Tiction  cannot  be  made  the  equal  of  fact  He  who  is  qualified 
to  record  facts,  asks  no  help  of  imagination.  Life  is  real  and  needs 
no  artificial  coloring. 

That  Dr.  Lydston  has  anticipated  unjust  criticism,  is  seen  in  his 
preface.  TJie  guage  is  thrown  in  the  face  of  the  onesided  critic,  and 
perhaps  it  is  well  that  a  person  is  found  to  do  this.  Dr.  Lydston  will 
have  an  audience  in  journals  that  reach  sixty-thousand  physicians, 
and  from  the  tone  of  his  preface,  he  will  rather  enjoy  a  bout  with  cer- 
tain persons  who  are  paid  to  look  for  good  with  a  reversed  telescope 
and  use  a  microscope  to  search  for  faults.  He  seems  ready  to  *'get 
hack"  at  the  literary  nihilist,  who,  with  spikes  in  his  shoes,  strides  up 
and  down,  mutilating  precious  fruits,  and  alas,  too  often  recommend- 
ing, in  their  stead,  thorns  and  weeds.  Many  will  enjoy  this  bout  that 
seems  imminent  between  Dr.  Lydston  and  the  professional  critics,  who, 
accustomed  to  one-sided  arguments,  will  possibly  feel  that  their  would- 
be  prey  gives  double  evidence  of  literary  inability,  when  he  strikes 
hack.  But  this  preface  must  be  read  to  be  appreciated,  and  I  will 
anticipate  by  saying  that  of  one  thing  Dr.  Lydtson  may  be  sure,  he 
will  meet  a  kindly  audience  among  physicians.  And  now  to  "Over 
the  Hookah." 

Briefly,  "Over  the  Hookah"  is  a  story- that  an  old  physician  (Dr. 
Weymouth),  the  professor  in  a  medical  college,  is  presumed  to  tell  to 
a  young  student  Having  neglected  the  doctor's  branch  in  college, 
the  youug  man  solicits  his  aid  in  a  special  course,  and  during  this 
special  course,  while  smoking  the  famed  Oriental  pipe,  the  "Hookah, " 
the  old  doctor  tells  about  his  life  experiences. 

Bathos,  irony,  sarcasm  and  the  ludicrous  are  thrown  before  the 
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reader  so  naturally  that  the  artificial  novelist  is  shamed.      As  an  ex- 
ample, he  pays  tribute  to  the  city  doctor  as  follows : 

"Good  and  wise  old  city  doctor,  friend  of  the  poor,  champion  of  the 
struggling  young  practitioner,  kindest  and  wisest  of  preceptors-here's 
to  thy  memory.  Thy  life  was  indeed  an  ideal  that  many  may  not 
hope  to  attain,  but  which  is  even  now  being  exemplified  by  a  devoted 
few,  whose  lives,  whether  ruled  by  the  sublime  faith  of  Christianity 
or  by  that  universal  milk  of  human  kindness  that  knows  no  creed,  are 
inspired,  not  only  by  the  genius  of  medicine,  but  by  practical  philan- 
thropy, which  makes  the  profession  the  noblest  under  the  sun  !" 

And  then  he  eulogizes  the  old  country  doctor  of  other  days  as 
follows : 

"And  now  I  wish  to  pay  mv  humble  tribute  to  one  whose  prototype 
is  ever  with  us — the  country  aoctor.  *  *  *  *  I  would 
speak  both  of  the  country  aoctor  of  the  past,  who  fanned  on  fair  days 
and  practiced  physic  in  the  stormy  intervals,  and  the  progressive,  in- 
telligent country  practitioner  of  to-day.  There  is  a  warm  place  in  my 
heart,  even  for  the  farmer  of  the  old  time,  for  his  heart  was  kind,  ana 
he  often  builded  wiser  and  better  than  he  knew,  even  though  the  hard 
yet  golden  grains  of  his  practicality  have  become  obscured  by  the  in- 
novations of  modern  days.  *  *  *  * 

"It  is  in  America  that  the  prototype  of  the  country  doctor  is  seen  at 
his  best.  Strong,  cool-headed,  self-reliant  and  patient,  he  stands  out 
in  bold  relief  against  the  leaden  sky  of  modern  commercial  medicine. 
Progressive  as  far  as  his  opportunities  will  permit,  his  brain  and  ex- 
perience are  the  crucible  in  which  medical  innovations  are  tried.  He 
is  the  governor  of  the  professional  engine,  which,  with  the  average  ex- 
tremist at  the  lever,  would  carry  us  on  to  a  therapeutical  optimism 
that  sooner  or  later  would  wreck  us  by  its  downfall  and  tue  substitu- 
tion of  its  natural  enemy — nihilism  His  lancet  is  laid  away,  and  aco- 
nite, veratrum  viride,  and  the  modern  coal-tar  preparations  have 
usurped  its  throne.  *  *  *  * 

"He  has  seen  the  discoveries  of  Jenner,  Lister,  Pasteur,  Koch,  and 
many  others,  illumine  the  professional  horizon  and  revolutionize  med- 
icine and  surgery.  He  has  witnessed  the  developement  of  abdominal 
surgery,  that  has  made  such  men  as  Tait,  Wells,  and  in  our  own 
country,  Price,  Kelley  and  many  others,  bright,  particular  stars  in 
their  chosen  profession.  So  many  things  has  he  seen  and  tried  in  the 
crucible  of  his  daily  experience,  that  volumes  would  be  necessary  to 
describe  his  varied  observations.  Verily,  the  country  doctor  has  been 
the  judge  before  whom  many  things  have  been  tried  in  the  balance, 
and  alas,  often  found  wanting.  *  *  * 

"Long  life  to  thee,  O  cross-roads  oracle !  May  the  kindly  light  of 
thy  bluff  and  cheery  good  nature  nevei  fail !  May  all  generations  to 
come,  meet  thee  on  the  rugged  road  or  smooth -rolled  pike,  with  a 
hearty  welcome  and  keen  appreciation  of  thy  always  well  meant  and 
ever  skillful  service  !  May  the  cheery  picture  of  thy  weather-beaten, 
wholesome  and  honest  face,  and  bright  and  kindly  eye,  peer  out  from 
thy  rickety  and  mud-bespattered  gig,  for  ages  to  come :  and  may 
Nancy  Hanks  ne'er  be  in  it  with  thine  old  gray  mare,  who  hath  ever 
been  the  fastest  rack  o' bones  all  along  the  road  !  *  * 

"Who  ever  knew  the  country  doctor  to  falter  in  his  path  of  duty? 
His  city  brother,  at  least  he  of  the  opulent  and  profitable  specialty, 
may  well  lie  on  his  downy  couch,  all  unmoved  by  the  savage  onslaught 
of  the  chill,  remorseless  wind  and  pitiless  sleet.      But  our  country 
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doctor,  as  he  lies  down  to  sleep,  and  hears  the  petulent  fusilla  de  of 
rain  or  hail  on  the  roof  and  window-pane, knows  full  well  that  it  s  apt 
to  be  dismal  music  for  him,  ere  morning  dawns.  But  he  sleeps  none 
the  less  sweetly,  and  responds  to  the  call  of  suffering  humanity  none 
the  less  promptly,  though  he  knows  that  the  purling  brook  that  crosses 
the  broad  highway  between  him  and  his  patient,  who  perhaps  is  many 
miles  away,  is  now  a  turbulent  torrent  Even  though  the  messenger 
tells  him  that  the  rickety  bridge  is  swept  away,  he  doss  not  hesitate, 
for,  to  him,  this  means  only  the  saddle  and  a  swim,  instead  of  his 
storm-sheltered  gig ;  a  road  over  which  a  messenger  can  pass,  or  even 
a  crow  can  fly,  has  no  obstacles  for  that  mortal  Hercules — the  doctor 
of  the  crossroads.  And  time  is  no  object ;  he  not  only  goes  promptly 
but  he  stays  until  another  soul  is  launched  upon  the  turbulent  ocean 
of  life,  or,  mayhap,  until  the  grim  boatman  has  called  for  yet  another 
passenger  for  the  great  unknown,  and  he  knows  that  his  kindly  offices 
are  no  longer  fraught  with  hopa  And  when  such  an  end  has  come, 
there  is  none  to  equal  him  in  the  tender  offices  of  consolation.     *    * 

"And  so,  through  storm  and  sunshine,  year  in  and  year  out,  the 
dear  old  country  doctor  plods  along,  living  and  learning,  living  and 
let  live,  ushering  in  sunbeams  and  cheering  despair,  pulling  teeth 
and  lancing  gums,  advising  the  young  and  consoling  the  old,  until  his 
own  earthly  span  has  been  run  and  he  falls — in  harness.' ' 

Dr.  Lydston  does  not  deal  alone  in  such  pictures  as  these.  He  uses 
the  knife  as  well,  and  punctures  more  than  one  bag  of  wind.  There 
is  method  in  his  stories,  and  to  the  personal  acquaintances  of  Dr. 
Lydston  there  is  meat  that  others  cannot  taste.  Then  much  of  his 
sarcasm  is  not  local  but  capable  of  being  transplanted  to  any  locality. 
Take,  for  example,  the  story  of  a  skull  that  disported  on  a  cure  for 
cancer  as  follows: 

"I  am  glad  you  mentioned  the  subject  of  cancer,  my  dear  doctor. 
To  be  frank  with  you,  I  am  ashamed  with  the  results  of  all  the  present 
systems  of  treatment.  Cancer  was  with  us,  one  of  the  most  control - 
able  of  diseases.  I  should  like  to  show  you  the  reports  of  the  bureau 
of  vital  statistics  .of  my  old  town.  Why.  you  couldn't  find  a  single  re- 
corded case  of  death  from  cancer,  for  a  ^period  of  at  least  ten  years. 
And  yet,  we  had  as  many  cases  among  us  as  you  have  to-day. 

"'Ah!'  I  exclaimed,  as  I  hurriedly  reached  for  my  note-book  and 
Pencil.    'What  was  your  method  of  treatment  V 

"  'Well,  sir, '  he  replied,  Sve  recognized  the  important  fact  that  can- 
cer was  a  blood  disease,  and  treated  it  on  rational  principles  by  re- 
moving the  vitiated,  poisoned  blood. ' 

'"And  pray,  how  much  did  you  usually  remove  V  I  asked. 

"Three  quarts/  answered  the  skull. 

"Three  quarts!'  I  exclaimed,  'and  what  was  your  percentage  of 
cures?' 

"  'One-hundred  per  cent, '  replied  my  friend,  blandly.  'No  patient 
80  treated  was  ever  known  to  die  of  cancer. ' 

And  then  he  gives  a  dig  at  a  modern  fad  as  follows  : 

" 'And  how  did  you  restore  the  equilibrium  of  the  circulation?'  I 
asked,  with  the  true  scientific  spirit  of  thorough  investigation. 

"  'With  air,  sir, '  replied  SkuDy,  with  an  expression  of  contempt  for 
ml  ignorance.  'We  tilled  the  veins  with  air,  and  thus  restored  the 
Foper  arterial  tension.  Of  course,  we  always  sterilized  the  air — we 
belted  it  before  injecting  it ' 
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"  'And  did  you  not  have  trouble  from  air  bubbles  V  I  inquired. 
'When  we  accidently  cut  the  jugular,  we-^' 

"  'Bubbles  !'  cried  the  skull.  'Bubbles !  how  absurd  !  Of  course 
we  were  not  annoyed  by  bubbles.  We  didn't  have  that  kind  of  people 
in  my  day.  Our  patients  could  carry  a  cargo  of  sterilized  air  without 
the  least  trouble.' 

And  so  the  chapters  go  on,  telling  things  that  hit  the  follies  of  the- 
orists, or  that  make  men  stop  and  think,  then  re-read,  now  giving  a 
glance  at  life's  pathetic  side  and  next  taking  issue  with  a  well  worn 
maxim  ;  for  example : 

"Forty-five,  the  prime  of  life  !  Go  to,  all  ye  false  prophets  and 
sophistical,  middle-aged  philosophers,  the  sublime  egotism  of  a  stag- 
nant animality  blinds  you.  Give  me  the  age  of  twenty,  when  the 
world  is  new  and  bright,  when  the  sap  of  youth,  the  fire  of  youthful 
ambition  is  not  polluted  with  the  gall  and  worm-wood  of  disappoint- 
ment, nor  deadened  by  the  choke-damp  of  ungratified  ambition.  The 
roses  of  hope,  the  jewels  of  lofty  aspiration,  the  honey  of  love  and 
happiness,  the  laurel  wreath  of  fame,  all  are  within  your  very  grasp, 
and  you  have  seemingly  but  to  close  the  hand  to  realize  your  fondest 
hopes.     "lis  then,  indeed,  you  are  in  the  prime  of  life." 

But,  were  I  to  attempt  to  review  the  book,  I  would  have  to  write 
another.  Enough  has  been  said  to  show  that  this  book  is  unique,  in- 
teresting, instructive.  I  have  read  it  with  zeal  and  pleasure.  It  is 
written  by  a  doctor,  for  both  doctors  and  laymen.  It  is  finely  printed, 
beautifully  bound,  magnificently  illustrated,  and,  as  a  specimen  of 
book  work,  is  a  credit  to  Chicago.  Having  seen  and  read  this  book, 
the  writer  of  this  review  has  hopes,  some  day,  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  and  greeting  its  author. 
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By  H.  E.  Curry,  n.  D.,  Baker  City,  Oregon, 

T  X  7*  HEN,  in  pursuance  to  instruction  from  our  State  Association, 
V  V  I  went  before  the  Electoral  Committee  of  the  National  Ec- 
lectic Medical  Association  at  its  meeting  in  Waukesha,  and  invited  that 
Association  to  meet  in  the  Far  West,  in  Portland,  Oregon,  I  did  so 
feeling  that  such  a  meeting  would  be  of  great  benefit  and  do  much 
good  toward  the  advancement  of  the  grand  cause  of  Eclecticism.  I 
stated  that :  uThe  present  condition  in  the  West  is  such  that  an  Ec- 
lectic can  not  afford  to  come  out  boldly  and  identify  himself  with  the 
local  medical  societies.  Let  an  Eclectic  physician  locate  in  a  western 
community  and  keep  quiet  concerning  medical  colleges  and  societies, 
attending  strictly  to  his  business,  and  soon  the  laity  observe  that  in 
some  way  his  practice  differs  from  the  others,  and  that  he  has  better 
success  among  the  sick.  Soon  he  has  a  good  practice,  and,  as  his 
practice  increases,  so  also  does  the  envy  and  ill-will  of  his  competitors, 
who  are  unable  to  injure  him  in  the  minds  of  the  people  until  he  joins 
some  medical  society  of  his  honest  choice,  when  they  begin  to  point 
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him  out  as  a  'quack. '  and,  with  all  the  scorn,  envy,  hate  and  con- 
tempt of  their  being,  they  call  him  'an  Eclectic, '  and  refuse  to  con- 
sult with  him. 

"The  laity,  not  knowing  what  the  word  Eclectic  means,  take  it  for 
granted  that  it  means  something  bad,  and  are  easily  persuaded  that 
he,  whom  they  once  thought  a  real,  sure-enough,  regular  doctor,  is, 
after  all,  only  an  impostor,  and  at  once  class  him  as  such.  Then 
things  change  with  the  once  happy  physician,  and  he  is  forced  to 
either  change  his  location  or  fight,  unaided  and  alone,  for  the  great 
cause  of  Eclecticism  until  he  has  taught  the  people  to  understand 
that  an  Eclectic  school  is  a  modern,  progressive  medical  college,  full 
of  great,  earnest;,  honest,  persevering,  scientific,  thinking  men,  who 
are  devoting  their  lives  to  the  successful  development  of  medical 
science," 

I  felt  confident  that  if  the  National  met  in  Portland,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  that  far  western  country  saw  for  themselves  the  kind  and  qual- 
ity of  men  that  represent  our  school,  it  would  be  the  means  of  educa- 
ting them,  and  convincing  them  of  the  unjustness  of  their  prejudice, 
doing  much  good  in  the  interest  of  our  cause,  and  vastly  aiding  its 
advancement. 

These  were  the  lines  along  which  I  pressed  the  invitation,  urging 
that  the  great  burden  to  the  members  of  a  meeting  so  far  west  could 
be  borne  by  the  many  in  the  interest  of  the  few  and  the  advancement 
of  the  cause.  That  meeting  in  itself  was  indeed  a  grand  success,  as 
all  who  attended  know,  but  just  how  much  good  it  has  done  the  cause 
of  Eclecticism,  none  will  ever  know.  Its  fruit  has  already  begun  to 
ripen,  evidence  of  which  is  made  apparent  by  a  leading  editorial  in  a 
recent  Issue  of  the  Oregonian,  Oregon's  greatest  daily.  This  article, 
occupying  nearly  all  of  the  first  editorial  column,  coming,  as  it  does, 
from  the  pen  of  the  editor  of  that  great  paper  in  the  very  heat  of  the 
campaign,  at  a  time  when  news  is  plenty  and  space  most  valuable, 
has  a  significance  that  plainly  points  to  the  depth  and  permanency 
of  impressions  made  by  the  meeting  of  the  National  in  Portland. 

The  article  is  too  long  to  appear  in  full  with  this  comment,  yet  there 
are  parts  which  should  be  read.     Beginning  he  says  : 

"The  School  op  Tolerance. — A  tendency  of  the  times  that  meets 
the  cordial  indorsement  of  tolerant,  thoughtful  people  is  that  which 
seeks  to  break  down  barriers  that  have  separated  earnest,  intelligent 
People  who  are  working  for  the  same  results,  but  along  different  lines. 
As  a  result  of  this  tendency,  the  various  Christian  denominations  dis- 
play a  more  liberal  and  tolerant  spirit  toward  each  other  than  was 
shown  by  them  a  generation,  or  even  a  decade,  ago.  The  dogmatism 
°f  creed  has  in  a  degree  proportionate  to  enlightenment  and  humble 
Christian  character  of  the  individual  given  place  to  the  simple  gospel 
of  brotherly  love.  Fore-ordination  and  election,  baptism  and  its  modes, 
belief  in  the  holy  trinity  and  in  the  immaculate  conception,  have  been 
^etracked,   so  to  speak,   while  the  essentials  of  Christian  life  and 


88  GLAUCOMA. 

character,  the  greatest  of  which  is  charity, '  have  been  generally  con- 
ceded right  of  way  on  the  main  line. 

"A  similar  tendency  is  noted  in  the  medical  profession.  Entrenched 
within  a  fortress  all  its  own,  it  for  years  defied  investment,  either  by 
subtlety  or  open  attack,  carrying  on  meanwhile  a  bitter  warfare  against 
those  who  dared  to  question  the  correctness  of  its  findings  or  the  invul- 
nerability of  its  position." 

Following  here  the  editor  shows  that  while  the  war,  once  so  bitter 
between  the  schools,  is  not  yet  dead,  it  has  lost  its  bitterness,  and  that 
each  school  is  now  inclined  to  do  the  other  justice.  The  advancement 
of  modern  science  and  the  development  of  a  nobler  manhood  are 
breaking  down  the  barriers.  It  is  now  no  longer  a  question  of  "big 
doses  and  little  doses, "  but  one  of  science  involving  certain  standard 
rules  of  health  that  are  acknowledged  by  all. 

It  is  argued  in  support  of  this  proposition  that,  while  medical  men 
will  continue  to  differ  as  to  methods,  the  chief  points  of  difference 
will  in  time  become  absorbed  in  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge, 
and  the  great  primary  principles  of  medicine  will  be  generally  accepted. 

Of  course  all  physicians  cannot  be  expected  to  indorse  this  view. 
Nor  is  it  to  be  expected  that  the  society  recently  organized  for  that 
purpose  will  find  the  task  of  breaking  down  the  bars  of  sectarianism 
in  medicine  a  simple  and  easy  one.  Still  there  are  signs  that  indi- 
cate coming  events  in  the  medical  world  of  interest  to  enlightened 
people,  who  have  come  to  regard  the  remedial  forces  of  medical  science 
as  secondary  to  its  power  to  maintain  health  and  minimize  the  volume 
of  human  suffering. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  make  this  report,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  it  will  please  all  Eclectics. 


Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

CONDUCTED  BT  W.  B.  BCUDDEB,  M.  D. 

GLAUCOMA. 

"The  disease  now  recognized  as  glaucoma  is,  on  account  of  its  rel* 
ative  frequency,  its  disastrous  course  when  left  alone,  and  above  all 
its  curability  if  treated  at  an  early  stage,  perhaps  the  most  important 
in  the  whole  range  of  eye  diseases. 

"It  is  by  no  means  easy  to  diagnose  glaucoma,  owing  to  the  variety 
of  symptoms  which  in  different  cases  are  most  prominent,  and  the  ab- 
sence often  at  the  time  of  the  examination  of  one  or  more  of  the  most 
important  of  such  symptoma  It  is  unquestionably  the  duty  of  every 
medical  man  in  general  practice,  however,  to  acquire  such  a  know- 
ledge of  the  clinical  aspects  of  glaucoma,  that  he  may  be  in  a  position 
to  suspect  y  even  if  he  may  not  be  able  to  diagnose,  itsj  existence" — 
Berry. 
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Glaucoma  derives  its  name  from  a  Greek  word  signifying  green, 
this  greenish  hue  of  the  pupil  being  often  present,  but  not  an  impor- 
tant nor  constant  symptom  of  the  disease. 

The  principal  symptom  of  the  disease  is  the  increased  tension  of  the 
eye-balJ,  the  severity  and  stage  of  the  disease  often  times  being  gauged 
by  this  hardness.  It  is  common  with  some  to  say,  hardness  of  the 
bail,  but  to  those  first  making  a  study  of  this,  this  must  not  be  under- 
stood to  be  a  hardness  of  the  coverings  of  the  globe,  but  a  hardness 
due  to  too  much  fluid  within  the  globe,  thus  pressing  outwards  and 
causing  the  increased  tension.     Just  here  it  is  well  to  remember  that 


GLAUCOMA  PROGRESSED  TO  BLINDNE8S — EYE  REMOVED  BECAUSE  OF  PAIN. 
Notice  capping  of  the  optic  nerve— lens  pressed  forward -shallow  anterior  chamber— Clo- 
sure of  the  filtration  angle. 

be  change  of  the  humors  of  the  eye  is  as  follows :  The  vitreous  passes 
oy  osmosis  through  the  suspensory  ligament  into  the  aqueous  humor, 
this  in  turn  having  its  exit  at  what  is  called  the  filtration  angle,  in 
front  of  the  iris  at  its  junction  with  the  cornea.  Thus  the  increase  of 
tension  comes  from  the  increase  of  humor  in  the  ball,  either  because 
the  humors  secrete  too  fast,  or  because  of  some  blockage  of  the  filtra- 
tion angle,  the  normal  increase  of  the  humors  takes  place  without  the 
proper  and  sufficient  drainage. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  disease,  the  symptoms,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  are  quite  periodic,  three  or  four  weeks  marking  the  intermission, 
daring  which  time  the  sight  is  good  and  none  of  the  symptoms  about 
to  be  mentioned  are  noticed. 
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•  Dilatation,  accompanied  by  sluggishness  of  the  pupil,  is  one  of  the 
most  constant  signs.  The  pupil,  however,  may  not  be  circular;  it 
may  be  egg-shaped.  The  theories  in  explanation  of  this  are  so  nu- 
merous as  to  be  inappropriate  to  this  short  sketch.  Enlargement  of 
the  superficial  veins,  several  veins  showing  out  plainly  in  the  white 
sclera,  is  a  frequent  symptom.  Haziness  of  the  cornea,  more  dense 
toward  the  center,  is  another  symptom,  which,  however,  disappears 
rapidly  when  the  tension  is  reduced.  This  is  due  to  infiltration  or 
oedema  in  the  meshes  of  the  cornea. 


CUPPING  OP  THE  OPTIC  NERVE,   CHARACTERISTIC    OF  GLAUCOMA — MUCH 
ENLARGED. 

The  chief  ophthalmoscopic  appearances  are  first  cupping  of  the 
optic  nerve,  the  pushing  back  of  the  nerve,  this  being  the  first  place 
to  give  way  to  the  tension  on  account  of  the  lamina  cribrosa,  being 
the  weakest  on  account  of  the  many  perforations  for  the  entry  of  the 
nerve  head.  While  there  is  in  health  a  small  physiological  cupping, 
this  decided  cupping  is  an  absolute  sign. 

A  visible  pulsation  of  the  arteries  overlying  the  optic  disc,  is  a  posi- 
tive sign,  rarely  seen  in  any  other  disease  but  this. 

Loss  of  vision  is  gradual,  constant,  and  almost  a  certainty,  if  the 
disease  is  allowed  to  progress — to  result  in  complete  blindness. 

Pain,  of  a  throbbing,  neuralgic  character,  is  generally  present — at 
times  strangely  absent — sometimes  ^affecting  the  whole  of  the  fifth 
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nerve,  so  constant  and  so  severe  that  many  persons  choose  to  have  the 
eye  enucleated  as  the  only  relief  from  the  pain. 

The  disease  is  often  spoken  of  as  primary  and  secondary,  the  pri- 
mary being  the  more  frequent,  and  the  average  case,  as  a  rule,  com- 
ing on  after  forty  years  of  age,  generally  both  eyes  being  affected,  one 
following  the  other. 

As  a  rule,  the  disease  is  chronic  in  its  course,  giving  plenty  of  time 
for  examinations,  and  a  chance  to  keep  the  case  under  surveillance. 

Once  in  a  while  the  disease  takes  on  a  most  active  and  violent  form, 
called  glaucoma  fulminans,  in  which  sight  is  lost  within  a  few  days, 
or  even  hours. 

Treatment. — Eserine  is  first  thought  of,  especially  if  the  disease  is 
in  the  early  or  premonitory  stage.  The  strength  varies  from  half  a 
grain  to  two  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  dropped  in  the  cylindrical 
sac  two  or  three  times  a  day.  The  action  should  be  watched.  If  the 
pain  stops,  tension  is  reduced,  and  the  sight  is  less  blurred ;  eserine 
is  doing  very  well,  and  should  be  relied  on. 

Iridectomy  is  the  great  treatment  for  this  disease,  but  being  opera- 
tive, many  patients,  as  long  as  they  have  sight,  are  inclined  to  put 
the  operation  off ;  but  here  the  patient  errs,  and  the  physician  also  in 
permitting  the  delay.  There  are  certain  inflammatory  cases  in  which 
iridectomy  works  wonders,  and  in  almost  all  cases,  it  is  not  only  indi- 
cated but  imperative. 

Finally  it  must  be  remembered,  that  all  cases  are  progressive,  and 
active  treatment  must  be  instituted  to  save  what  sight  is  possible. 


PERISCOPE. 

ANAESTHESIA    BY     CATAPHORESIS. 

Anaesthesia  can  now  be  produced  from  a  drug  and  an  electric 
current  The  patient  will  not  be  robbed  of  all  consciousness.  A  cle- 
ver apparatus  has  been  constructed  by  a  Cincinnati  man.  It  may 
make  it  possible  for  a  man  to  watch  the  amputation  of  his  own  leg. 

That  electricity  will  play  an  important  part  in  the  use  of  anaes- 
thetics in  the  future  has  been  demonstrated  by  the  perfection,  in  Cin- 
cinnati of  an  apparatus  that  has  already  accomplished  wonderful  re- 
sults. During  the  past  week  there  has  been  finally  constructed  and 
tested  what  is  known  as  a  cataphoresis  outfit,  by  which  anaesthesia  is 
produced  by  an  'electric  current  and  a  surface  application  of  some  of 
the  well  known  local  anaesthetics.  The  strong  point  in  favor  of  the  new 
method  is  that  it  will  produce  perfect  local  anaesthesia,  or  loss  of  feel- 
ing, without  the  loss  of  consciousness  attendant  upon  the  use  of  ether 
and  chloroform. 

The  little  instrument  that  serves  to  bring  about  these  results  has 
been  made  by  D.  J.  Hauss,  E.  E.,  for  Dr.  PaulK.  Scudder,  D.  D.  S. 
voi*  lvil— 3 
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Numerous  attempts  have  been  made  here  in  Cincinnati,  as  else- 
where, to  produce  anaesthesia  by  the  employment  of  an  electric  cur- 
rent It  has  been  tried  in  many  ways,  not  only  with  the  direct  appli- 
cation of  the  current,  but  also  by  the  use  of  the  electric  current  to 
carry  an  anaesthetic  drug  from  the  surface  into  the  living  tissue.  This 
latter  method  has,  in  a  degree,  proven  successful,  and  it  is  upon  this 
theory  that  the  cataphoresis  machine  has  been  perfected, 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  an  electric  current  will  tend  to  carry 
substances  from  the  positive  pole  to  the  negative.  It  is  this  principle 
that  is  used  in  electroplating,  and  it  is  the  same  that  Is  used  in  the 
apparatus  in  question. 

HOW    IT   IS   DONE. 

All  that  is  necessary  to  accomplish  the  desired  results  is  that  the 
patient  who  is  to  undergo  an  operation  shall  t>e  charged  with  electri- 
city from  the  negative  electrode  of  a  battery.  An  application  to  the 
affected  part,  a  tooth  for  example,  is  then  made  of  cocaine  or  other 
drug,  and  the  positive  electrode,  consisting  in  the  case  of  the  treat- 
ment of  a  tooth,  of  a  needle,  is  then  brought  in  contact  with  that  part 
to  which  the  drug  is  applied.  The  current  then  finishes  the  work  by 
carrying  the  anaesthetic  into  the  tissue  or  into  the  nerve  of  the  tooth, 
rendering  the  nerve  completely  insensible.  As  long  as  the  electricity 
is  supplied  the  current  will  flow  from  the  positive  to  the  negative  elec- 
trode and  with  it  will  be  carried  the  drug  to  whatever  extent  may  be 
desired.  The  effect  will  last,  of  course,  according  to  the  strength  of 
the  current,  the  time  of  application,  the  quantity  of  the  drug  used,  and 
other  conditions,  it  being  entirely  dependent  upon  such  known  quan- 
tities that  with  the  successful  regulation  of  the  current  the  exact  result 
of  the  application  can  be  foreknown. 


Many  experiments  have  been  made  along  the  line  described,  but 
something  has  always  been  in  the  way  of  an  entirely  successful  out- 
come. In  many  experiments  primary  batteries  have  been  tried  for  the 
production  of  the  desired  current,  but  this  current  has  been  found  un- 
reliable and  hence  entirely  unsatisfactory.  Storage  batteries  have  also 
been  used,  but  a  serious  objection  to  them  has  been  found  in  that 
changing  or  adding  cells  produces  a  momentary  short  circuit  which 
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injures  the  plates  of  a  storage  battery  and  is  quite  unpleasant  to  the 
patient 

DIFFICULTY   OVERCOME. 

It  is  here  that  the  Cincinnati  machine  has  overcome  the  difficulties, 
and  has  been  presented  as  the  first  instrument  that  can  be  said  to  work 
satisfactorily.  The  short  circuiting  is  overcome  by  the  employment 
of  a  sliding  rheostat  which  has  a  double  contact  and  an  interposing 
resistance  between  the  two  contacts,  thus  avoiding  all  the  danger  of  a 
short  circuit. 

The  construction  of  the  machine,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  accom- 
panying' cut,  is  very  simple.  The  storage  batteries  are  inclosed  in  a 
box,  the  cover  of  which  is  white  marble.  An  ordinary  hollow  handle 
electrode  is  connected  with  the  negative  terminal  The  positive  elec- 
trode, in  this  case  a  dental  instrument,  is  connected  with  a  wire  that 
is,  in  turn,  connected  with  the  water  rheostat  and  thence  with  the 
positive  terminal  There  are  the  charging  posts  for  the  storage  bat- 
teries within,  and  a  sliding  regulating  contact,  coming  in  contact 
with  the  brass  knobs  below  it  The  thumb-screw  is  used  to  regulate 
the  water  rheostat  The  storage  outfit  consists  of  from  six  to  eight 
cells,  and  the  value  of  the  water  rheostat  is  that  by  the  turn  of  the 
thumb-screw  the  dentist  or  physician  is  able  to  increase  or  decrease 
the  current  without  the  slightest  pain  or  shock  to  the  patient  In- 
deed, the  operations  of  the  entire  apparatus  are  most  perfect,  and  the 
quantity  of  the  current  is  so  slight  that  it  cannot  be  felt  by  the  pa- 
tient during  application. 

THE  APPARATUS  AT  WORK. 

As  operated  by  Dr.  Scudder  with  complete  success,  the  electrode 
being  placed  in  the  hand  of  the  patient,  cocaine  is  introduced  into  or 
about  the  tooth  to  be  treated.  The  platinum  needle  electrode  is  then 
applied  and  insensibly  to  the  patient  the  current  carries  the  powerful 
drug  into  the  extremely  sensitive  dentine,  or  if  the  nerve  is  exposed, 
directly  into  the  nerve.  After  a  brief  application  the  complete  insen- 
sitiveness  is  found  to  last  from  25  to  30  minutes,  which  is  sufficient  to 
allow  the  cutting  away  part  of  the  dental  work  to  be  done,  or  the  nerve 
to  be  taken  out,  if  desired. 

While  the  application  of  the  idea  to  surgical  cases  involves  more 
care  and  trouble,  it  is  believed  that  the  preliminary  experiments  war- 
rant the  justification  of  the  belief  that  most  of  such  operations  can  be 
performed  by  the  aid  of  the  cataphoresis-producing  outfit  If  a  leg  is 
to  be  amputated  it  is,  of  course,  probable  that  the  mode  of  rendering 
the  patient  unconscious  will  always  be  followed.  In  minor  operations, 
however,  there  is  the  novel  and  maybe  desirable  possibility  of  having 
them  performed  while  the  patient  remains  in  a  conscious  state.  Some 
strong-nerved  man  may  sit  calmly  by  and  see  his  own  finger  or  hand 
cut  off  without  being  in  the  least  inconvenienced  by  pain.  This,  how- 
ever remains  to  be  accomplished  by  the  wonderful  apparatus. 
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Physicians  and  electricians  have  been  figuring  and  working  on  the 
perfection  of  the  machine  for  some  time.  As  before  stated,  partial 
success  has  been  attained,  and  Dr.  G.  X.  Heise,  of  Cincinnati,  has 
done  some  good  work  with  primary  batteries.  His  success  with  such 
an  outfit  as  this,  however,  was  due  to  great  care  and  close  computa- 
tion, much  more  minute  and  delicate  than  is  possible  to  be  given 
every  case.  Mr.  Hauss  has  been  working  on  the  plan  for 
several  months,  and  the  ultimate  success  is  realized  to  be  one  that  is 
destined  to  revolutionize  the  general  use  of  anaesthetics.  —Cincinnati 
Enquirer ,  Xor.  29,  189H. 


OVARIAN  JUICE  IN  CHLOROSIS. 

The  Prexse  Medicate  for  August  15  publishes  a  report  of  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Congres  francaise  de  medicine  interne,  at  which  M. 
Spillmann  and  M.  Etienne  presented  a  paper  on  this  subject  They 
thought  that  the  morbid  symptoms,  which  often  preceded  menstrua- 
tion, might  be  considered  as  the  result  of  an  intoxication  which  disap- 
peared after  this  function  was  established.  The  frequency  of  men- 
strual troubles  was  well  known. 

If  chlorosis,  they  said,  was  a  disease  of  the  ovaries,  their  functions 
were  changed  or  abolished,  and  with  the  suppression  of  menstruation 
chlorosis  appeared.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  a  defective  general  con- 
dition interfered  with  and  impeded  recovery  of  the  ovarian  gland. 

If,  however,  the  ovarian  internal  secretion  was  restored  to  the  or- 
ganism in  any  way,  it  was  possible,  perhaps  to  stop  the  intoxication, 
to  influence  the  organism  in  general,  and  to  afford  a  means  of  recovery 
of  the  local  ovarian  affection. 

The  authors  had  made  use  of  three  products :  The  fresh  ovaries  of 
the  sheep,  dried  ovarian  substance,  and  ovarian  juice  prepared  by  the 
Brown-Sequard-d'Arsonval  method.  These  remedies  had  been  given 
to  six  chlorotic  subjects,  with  the  results  that,  after  the  first  dose  very 
sharp  pains,  especially  in  the  abdominal  region,  had  been  felt ;  there 
was  also  headache  and  vague  muscular  pains.  In  two  of  the  patients 
the  tempetature  had  risen  to  99.1°  and  100.2°  F.,  and  the  pulse  in- 
creased from  76  to  100.  In  three  of  the  patients  the  remote  results 
had  been  distinctly  favorable ;  the  general  condition  had  been  rapidly 
improved,  the  pallor  diminished,  the  number  of  white  globules  in- 
creased, and  the  strength  restored.  Menstruation,  which  had  been 
suppressed  for  over  three  months,  had  returned,  in  one  case,  in  fifteen 
days  after  the  beginning  of  the  treatment ;  in  another  case,  it  had  re- 
turned at  the  end  of  three  months. 

The  authors  concluded  that,  in  the  treatment  of  chlorosis,  ovarine 
favored  the  elimination  of  the  toxines,  and  introduced  into  the  organ- 
ism an  antitoxic  principle,  and  in  this  way  it  exerted  a  favorable  ac- 
tion on  the  general  condition,  in  the  increase  in  the  number  of  red 
globules,  and  on  menstruation. — N.  Y.  Med.  Jour. 
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THE    POPPY'S   SPELL. 

There  is  a  little  chary,  charming  maiden  fairy, 

And  she  dwelleth  'mongst  the  roses  in  a  far-off  hidden  isle ; 

And  the  secrets  of  love's  hist'ry,  with  its  pains  and  joys  and  mystery, 
Are  tangled  in  the  tissue  of  her  sweet,  seraphic  smile. 

This  mystic,  marvel  maiden,  from  her  far-off  floral  Aiden, 

Cometh  to  me  in  my  visions  as  I  float  through  starry  skies, 

And  I  breathe  the  subtle  essence  of  the  fragrance  of  her  presence, 
As  I  bathe  me  in  the  glory  of  her  drinking,  dreamy  eyes. 

In  music- haunted  vistas  our  shifting  place  of  tryst  is, 

Where  splintered  star-light  melts  into  the  moon's  quiescent  ray  ; 

Where  rain-bow  paths  concentre  toward  the  starry  arch,  where  enter 
The  redeemed  into  the  glory  of  their  everlasting  day. 

'Tis  there  I  ever  meet  her  and  she  groweth  ever  sweeter, 

Like  music  floating  to  me  from  the  mein'ry-haunted  past ; 

And  I  hang  upon  her  kisses,  through  serried  thrills  of  blisses, 
Till  I  pray  for  it  to  last,  as  eternity  shall  last ! 

—  William  Colby  Cooper,  M.  D. 


CARBUNCLE. 

Dr.    J.    O'Connor  describes  the  following  method  of  treatment 
which  he  has  successfully  adopted  in  twelve  cases : 

1.  The  patient  having  been  placed  under  ether  anaesthesia,  a  deep 
incision  is  made  around  the  whole  circumference  of  the  carbuncle,  at 
least  half  an  inch  outside  the  affected  area. 

2.  With  the  handle  of  a  scalpel  or  a  periosteal  elevater,  the  car- 
buncular  mass  is  undermined,  elevated  and  removed  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  a  tumor  of  the  breast 

31  Sometimes  it  happens  that  the  disease  has  extended  too  deep 
and  cannot  be  isolated  from  the  surroundiug  structures.  In  such  a 
case  I  always  remove  all  I  can  with  the  knife ;  then  strong  scissors  are 
brought  into  action,  and  lastly  the  business  is  finished  with  a  sharp 
Volkmann's  spoon.     Not  a  trace  of  the  disease  should  be  left 

4.  In  order  to  contend  with  any  microscopical  particles  that  may 
have  escaped  this  process  of  eradication,  I  swab  the  whole  surface 
with  a  solution  of  zinc  chloride,  forty  grains  to  the  ounce.  Of  couree 
this  is  only  used  in  cases  that  do  not  admit  of  a. clean  removal. 

5.  A  large  circular  wound  is  generally  left ;  this  is  painted  with 
the  following  solution :  carbolic  acid,  one  part ;  alcohol,  one  part ;  me- 
thyl violet,*  one  part ;  water,  ten  parts.  It  is  then  dusted  with  iodo- 
form, packed  with  iodoform  gauze,  and  bandaged. 

6.  When  fhe  granulating  wound  comes  level  with  the  surrounding 
skin,  Thiersch's  grafts  are  applied,  which  considerably  hasten  the 
cure. — -V.  F.  Med.  Jour. 
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Wonderful  Cures  explained. 

A  few  years  ago,  says  the  London  Lancet,  when  diphtheria  was 
raging  in  England,  a  gentleman  accompanied  the  celebrated  Dr.  Field 
on  his  rounds  to  witness  the  so-called  "wonderful  cures"  which  he 
performed,  while  the  patients  of  others  were  dropping  on  all  sides. 
All  he  took  with  him  was  a  powder  of  sulphur  and  a  quill,  and  with 
these  he  cured  every  patient  without  exception — that  is,  he  put  a  tea- 
spoonf  ul  of  flour  of  brimstone  into  a  wine-glass  of  water,  and  stirred  it 
with  his  finger  instead  of  a  spoon,  as  sulphur  does  not  readily  amal- 
gamate with  water,  and,  on  the  sulphur  becoming  well  mixed,  he  gave 
it  as  a  gargle,  and  in  ten  minutes  the  patient  was  out  of  danger,  as 
brimstone  kills  every  species  of  fungus  in  man,  beast  and  plant  in  a 
few  minutes.  Instead  of  spitting  out  the  gargle,  he  recommended  the 
swallowing  of  it,  and  in  extreme  cases,  in  which  he  had  been  called 
just  in  the  nick  of  time  when  the  fungus  was  too  nearly  closing  to  al- 
low the  gargling,  he  blew  the  sulphur  through  a  quill  into  the  throat, 
and  after  the  fungus  had  shrunk  to  allow  of  it,  then  the  gargling.  He 
never  lost  a  patient  from  diphtheria.  Or,  if  the  patient  cannot  gargle, 
take  a  live  coal,  put  it  on  a  shovel,  and  sprinkle  a  teaspoonf  ul  or  two 
of  the  brimstone  at  a  time  upon  it,  let  the  sufferer  inhale  it,  holding 
the  head  above  it,  and  the  fungus  will  die. — Exchange. 

This  remedy  seems  to  have  accomplished  better  results  than  even 
antitoxin  !  The  Bulletin  suggests  that  those  who  are  skeptical  as  to 
the  value  of  antitoxin  test  sulphur  and  give  us  your  statistics. — Amer. 
Medico- Surgical  Bulletin . 


Plaster  Suture. 

For  many  years  I  have  employed  court  plaster  in  cases  of  cuts 
about  the  face,  especially  with  children  and  timid  ladies.  But  I  do 
not  apply  the  court-plaster  directly  over  the  cut,  as  is  customary,  be- 
cause the  cut  surfaces  cannot  be  brought  together  in  perfect  apposi- 
tion.    My  method  is  as  follows  : 

Cut  the  court-plaster  in  strips  1 J  in.  long  and  g  of  an  inch  wide. 
Then  cut  smaller  pieces  g  of  an  inch  square.  These  pieces,  after  wet- 
ting the  adhesive  surfaces  with  some  antiseptic  solution,  are  placed 
upon  the  non-adhesive  surfaces  of  the  long  strips,  one  upon  the  end 
of  each.  Now  take  a  needle  threaded  witn  sterilized  silk  ligature  and 
pierce  the  plaster-strips  at  the  ends,  where  they  are  reinforced  by  those 
small  sauare  pieces,  in  the  following  manner :  Enter  one  piece  with 
the  neeale  from  above  (non-adhesive  surface),  then  pierce  the  other 
piece  from  below  (adhesive  surface),  and  draw  the  thread  through. 
Apply  strips  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  from  the  edffes  of  the  wound. 
Wait  until  the  plaster  has  well  adhered,  then  draw  the  ligature  well 
together  until  the  cut  surfaces  are  in  perfect  apposition,  tie  a  knot, 
dress  with  iodoform  gauze,  etc. ,  and  union  by  first  intention  will  be 
the  result  The  advantages  are  that  the  whole  procedure  is  painless ; 
that  there  is  absence  of  needle-marks  in  the  cicatrix ;  and  if  the  pa- 
tient is  a  child,  the  affection  of  the  mother,  which  we  win  by  not  in- 
flicting any  unnecessary  pain  to  her  child. — Amer.  Med. -Surg.  Bui. 
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A  MERRY  CHRISTMAS  AND  A  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR. 

Christmas  has  come  again,  and  another  New  Year's  greeting  may 
be  said.  There  are  bright  spots  in  life,  and  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Journal  gratefully  extends  to  its  many  subscribers  its  fifty-seventh 
annual  wish  for  renewed  prosperity  in  1897. 

Nearly  three  generations  have  come  and  gone  since  our  first  Christ- 
mas and  New  Year  greeting,  and  a  short  retrospect  may  prove  inter- 
esting. In  giving  this  we  can  not  better  serve  our  readers  than  to 
reproduce  a  few  sentences  from  previous  greetings,  beginning  with 
1836.  Prom  the  first  editorial  in  the  Western  Medical  Reformer, 
January,  1836,  we  clip  the  following : 

"In  presenting  to  the  public  the  prospectus  of  a  new  journal,  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  the  editor  to  give  a  fair  and  candid  statement  of  our 
motives,  etc  *  *  It  is  now  proposed  to  establish  a  journal  in 
which  the  prevailing  doctrines  and  practice  of  physic  and  surgery 
shall  be  freely  and  •fearlessly  discussed,  examined  and  illustrated, 
their  deleterious  consequences  pointed  out,  and  contrasted  with  the 
utility  of  that  system  of  practice  which  has  been  found  by  long  and 
extensive  experience  to  be  much  superior. " 

From  the  Western  Reformer  for  January,  1846: — uThis  journal 
will,  at  all  times,  advocate  the  means  best  calculated,  in  the  opinion 
of  its  conductors,  to  effect  a  permanent  and  salutary  reform  in  the 
condition  of  the  healing  art.  *  *  We  are  truly  grateful  to  our 
friends  for  the  interest  they  have  taken  in  advancing  our  journal. " 

From  the  New  Year's  editorial  for  January,  1858 : — "As  editors  we 
come  to  you,  dear  readers.  Is  your  heart  open  to  its  kindliest  im- 
pulses? If  so,  here  is  our  hand  for  1858..  *  *  May  it  be  full  of 
golden  prosperity  to  every  one  of  you, " 

New  Year's  greeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Journal,  January, 
1867 : — 'The  editor  sends  to  every  reader  his  best  wishes  for  a  happy 
and  prosperous  new  year,  and  that  each  one  may  have  a  mind  free 
from  care,  buoyant  and  elastic  in  the  knowledge  of  a  life  of  use,  and 
a  recompense  of  kind  regards  and  more  substantial  fees." 
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From  the  Journal  for  January,  1877 : — "We  closed  the  old  year, 
the  last  of  one  hundred  American  years,  with  a  homily  on  the  neces- 
sity of  working  for  the  future.  Let  us  have  another  on  the  necessity 
of  working  in  the  present.  *  *  'Work  while  it  is  called  to-day,  for 
the  night  cometh  when  no  man  can  work. '  " 

Eclectic  Medical  Journal,  January,  1887: — "There  is  no  good 
reason  why  a  doctor  should  not  have  and  enjoy  the  holidays.  He  has 
made  a  year's  work  in  relieving  suffering,  shortening  the  duration  of 
disease,  and  has  saved  life.  He  looks  over  the  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five  days,  remembering  the  various  patients  he  has  had,  and 
what  he  has  done  for  them.  *  *  When  one  has  fitted  himself  to  do 
well,  then  has  done  his  best,  there  must  be  a  satisfaction  with  the 
work." 

And  so  we  read,  and  reading,  think.  We  have  a  work  to  do,  as 
these  men  had  a  work  to  do.  We  can  not  live  on  their  record  ;  we  can 
not  shirk  the  present,  nor  evade  the  future.  Let  us,  in  closing  this 
year  1896  and  opening  1897,  greet  the  silent  men  resting  in  the  past, 
by  saying,  we  thank  you  for  what  you  have  done,  and  greet  the  un- 
born future  by  saying,  we  propose  to  so  live  that,  when  others  are 
here  and  we  are  gone,  they  will  thank  us  for  what  we  have  done. 


THE    JOURNAL    FOR    1897. 

We  expect  to  make  the  Journal  for  1897  better  than  ever  before. 
Perseverance  and  hard  work  on  the  part  of  the  editor,  coupled  with 
the  hearty  co-operation  of  our  esteemed  contributors,  and  the  able 
corps  of  writers  whose  pens  have  graced  our  editorial  pages,  have 
served  to  carry  the  Journal  onward  and  upward  until  the  volume  of 
1896  stands  conspicuous.     And  now  for  1897. 

The  editor  has  arranged  for  a  series  of  papers'  by  leading  authors  in 
our  school  of  medicine.  In  the  present  issue  we  have  articles  by  Prof. 
Cornwall,  of  San  Francisco,  a  new  contributor,  and  Profs.  Watkins, 
Bussell,  Wintermute,  Lloyd,  and  others. 

In  the  February  number  we  expect  an  article  from  the  pen  of  Prof. 
Standlee,  of  St.  Louis,  a  new  contributor;  Dr.  B.  K.  Hubbard,  of 
Sandusky,  and  Prof.  Freeman. 

In  the  March  issue  papers  by  Prof.  Ellingwood,  of  Chicago,  Dr. 
Foltz,  of  Akron,  and  Prof.  Jeancon. 

The  April  number  will  contain  articles  by  Prof.  Curryer,  of  India- 
napolis ;  Prof.  W7ebster  ,  of  Oakland,  Cal.,  and  Dr.  Miles,  of  Denver. 

The  May  number  will  be  a  Texas  issue,  wtth  papers  from  Dr.  M. 
E.  Daniel,  ofjHoney  Grove  ;  L.  S.  Downs,  M.D.,  of  Galveston,  and  Dr. 
G.  W.  Johnson,  of  San  Antonio. 

Then  will  follow  other  articles  by  Drs.  Adolphus,  Behymer,  Dur- 
ham, Fearn,  Freeman,  Farnum,  Goss,  Gere,  Howes,  Jay,  Lloyd, 
Mundy,  Maclean, 'Russell,  Thomas,  Williams,  WTilder,  and  others. 
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If  the  reader  of  this  paragraph  is  a  subscriber,  we  trust  he  will 
renew  his  subscription  promptly  ;  if  not  a  subscriber,  we  hope  he  will 
become  one  without  delay.  The  subscription  price,  as  the  late  Prof. 
Howe  remarked  at  one  time,  "is  only  $2.00  for  a  journal  worth  $5.00. " 


A    CHANGE    OF    FIRM    NAME. 

For  three  years  the  Journal  has  been  published  by  the  sons  of 
the  late  editor,  under  the  firm  name  of  "John  M.  Scudder's  Sons,"  a 
partnership.  Hereafter  it  will  be  conducted  under  the  same  manage- 
ment, and  by  the  same  parties,  under  the  firm  name  of  "The  Scudder 
Brothers  Company,"  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Ohio. 


OBSTETRIC    ACCIDENTS. 

YIL  The  Induction  of  Premature  Labor. — Labor  is  said  to  be 
premature  when  it  is  induced  or  comes  on  between  the  seventh  month 
and  full  term  ;  at  such  time  as  the  child  is  viable,  or  can  live  indepen- 
dently of  the  mother. 

As  an  oljstetric  accident,  this  should  be  considered,  so  far  as  the 
mother  is  concerned.  It  is  an  operation  usually  called  for  and  indi- 
cated in  the  interest  of  the  child.  It  is  claimed  the  induction  of  pre- 
mature labor  originated  in  England  in  1759,  when  a  midwife  secretly 
performed  it,  saving  both  mother  and  child.  After  a  few  years  it  was 
accepted  by  English  obstetricans  in  general  as  justifiable  in  cases 
where  labor  could  not  be  terminated  at  term  without  destroying  the 
child.  Premature  labor  is  called  for  in  cases  where  the  delivery  of  the 
living  child  is  impossible  at  term ;  it  may  be  indicated,  therefore, 
under  various  circumstances.  Most  authors  agree  in  asserting  that 
in  the  event  of  the  sacro-pubic  diameter  measuring  less  than  three 
inches,  it  renders  it  impossible  for  a  fully  matured  child  to  pass.  This 
may  be  owing  to  a  deformity  of  the  pelvis,  the  presence  of  tumors,  or, 
in  fact,  any  mechanical  barrier  that  would  result  in  a  disproportion 
between  the  child's  head  and  the  parturient  canaL  It  is  also  advised  in 
certain  diseases  of  the  mother  that  are  likely  to  end  her  life  before  the 
end  of  gestation,  as  advanced  phthisis  pulmonalis,  last  stages  of 
Bright 's  disease,  etc.  It  is  not  usually  resorted  to  in  primipara,  un- 
less the  actual  existence  of  some  obstruction  to  full  term  delivery 
exists,  but  is  indicated  in  cases  where,  at  previous  confinements,  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  make  the  Cesarean  section,  or  destroy  the 
child  by  craniotomy.  The  concurrent  views  of  one  or  more  physicians 
are  always  desirable  in  such  cases. 

Various  means  have  been  employed  to  induce  premature  labor.  The 
administration  of  oxytocics  or  other  internal  agents  are  always  more  or 
less  dangerous  and  unreliable  at  best,  [and  should 'never  be  used. 
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Sponge  tents  have  been  advised  by  some,  and  answer  fairly  well  in 
some  cases ;  but  there  is  more  or  less  danger  of  sepsis  following  their 
application.  Cohen's  method  consists  of  injecting  a  half  to  one  pint 
of  warm  water  between  the  membranes  and  uterine  walL  This  is 
claimed  by  some  to  be  dangerous  on  account  of  the  entrance  of  air 
into  the  veins.  Kiwisch's  method  advises  the  injection  of  alternate 
streams  of  hot  and  cold  water  against  the  cervix  for  one  or  two  hours, 
which  serves  to  gradually  dilate  the  os.  The  use  of  Barnes'  bag  filled 
with  hot  water  and  kept  in  contact  with  the  cervix,  answers  nearly  the 
same  purpose,  and  is  more  desirable.  The  Krause  method  is  the  means 
usually  used,  and  probably  the  course  to  be  most  highly  commended. 
After  evacuating  the  bowels  and  bladder  and  sterilizing  the  vagina, 
the  patient  is  placed  in  Sims'  position  and  a  rubber  bougie  is  carried 
carefully  up  between  the  uterus  and  membranes  to  about  eight  inches. 
The  cervix  should  be  grasped  with  volsellum  forceps  in  order  to  steady 
it  A  Sims'  speculum  should  be  used  in  order  to  guide  the  instru- 
ment with  the  eye.  The  vagina  should  then  be  packed  with  iodoform 
gauze.  The  object  is  to  solicit  contractions  which  usually  follow 
within  six  to  twenty-four  hours,  after  which  the  case  should  be  treated 
very  much  as  at  term,  saving  the  delivery  should  not  be  allowed  to 
linger,  and,  after  full  dilatation,  the  forceps  should  be  applied,  unless 
the  labor  is  hastily  terminated.  As  the  parts  become  relaxed  and  the 
os  fairly  well  dilated,  the  bougie  should  be  withdrawn.  r.  c,  w. 


STROPHANTHUS. 

This  is  comparatively  a  new  remedy.  It  was  introduced  to  the 
profession  by  Dr.  Frazer,  of  Edinburg,  Scotland,  about  1870,  and  it 
has  not  been  studied  thoroughly  from  an  Eclectic  standpoint  We 
would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  every  Eclectic  who  has  used  it  as  to  its 
efficacy,  and  the  conditions  under  which  it  is  most  efficient 

Our  experience  with  strophanthus  has  l)een  based  upon  the  specific 
medicine,  which  is  made  from  the  cleaned  strophanthus  seed.  We 
believe  that  this  preparation  fully  represents  the  drug,  and  from  its 
use  we  are  fully  convinced  of  its  activity.  The  further  fact  that  the 
native  Africans  use  strophanthus  as  an  arrow  pofoony  is  convincing 
evidence  of  its  having  a  positive  action. 

In  proper  sized  doses  strophanthus  acts  as  a  cardiac  muscle  tonic, 
strengthening  the  contractions  of  the  heart ;  in  overdoses  it  is  an  active 
poison,  paralyzing  the  heart,  wholly  stopping  its  action.  There  are 
three  great  heart  remedies — nitro- glycerine,  strophanthus,  and  digi- 
talis. Lesser  lights  in  this  class  are  cactus,  cereus  bonplandi,  con- 
vallaria,  etc.  Of  the  three,  nitroglycerine,  in  a  dose  of  the  proper 
size,  momentarily  stimulates  the  heart — it  dilates  the  arterioles  and 
lowers  arterial  pressure.  It  is  evanescent  in  character,  and  must  be 
given  in  small  doses  frequently  repeated.  Overdoses  of  nitroglycerine 
kill,   and  on  post-mortem  the  heart  is  seen  to  be  weak  and  flabby. 
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The  heart  in  an  animal  dead  from  strophanthus  or  digitalis  is  spas- 
modically contracted. 

Nitro-glycerine  is  the  remedy  when  an  immediate  response  is  wanted 
from  the  heart  It  does  not  do  well  as  a  continued  treatment  Digi- 
talis is  still  slower  in  its  action  than  strophanthus,  and  is  likely  more 
of  a  heart  stimulant  Digitalis  has  some  diuretic  properties ;  stro- 
phanthus is  strongly  diuretic.  Digitalis  is  said  to  be  cumulative  in 
its  effects ;  strophanthus  is  not  A  thorough  study  of  these  remedies 
in  contrast  will  certainly  be  quite  interesting  and  of  lasting  benefit  to 
the  physician  and  to  humanity. 

Strophanthus,  then,  may  be  said  to  be  indicated  by  a  weak  heart 
muscle.  We  are  not  inclined  to  think  that  it  has  a  specific  action  on 
this  muscle,  or  that  its  action  is  at  all  limited  to  the  muscular  struc- 
ture of  the  heart  We  believe  that  it  affects  all  of  the  muscles  of  the 
body,  and  that  we  have  in  its  action  upon  the  heart  an  index  of  its 
maximum  stimulating  effects,  and  that  they  are  noticeable  in  the  heart 
before  we  can  observe  them  in  other  muscles  of  the  body. 

Any  irregularity  of  the  heart's  action  dependent  upon  weakened 
muscular  structure,  may  be  met  by  the  use  of  strophanthus.  It  slows 
the  heart  because  it  strengthens  it,  and  the  intervals  between  heart- 
beats are  correspondingly  lengthened.  It  relieves  precordial  pain, 
stops  palpitation  and  lessens  dyspnoea.  It  is  an  ideal  remedy  in  val- 
vular heart  disease  when  the  compensatory  increase  of  muscle  strength 
has  not  kept  pace  with  the  valve  lesion — there  is  muscular  insuffi- 
ciency. Strophanthus  is  highly  praised  in  its  action  upon  the  irri- 
table heart — the  so-called  "tobacco  heart "  It  is  the  remedy  for  val- 
vular diseases  with  regurgitation.  It  should  be  thought  of  in  treating 
pneumonia,  and  in  pulmonary  congestion,  due  to  deficient  heart  ac- 
tion. It  is  a  valuable  remedial  agent  in  the  treatment  of  typhoid 
fever  when  the  patient  is  threatened  with  collapse  or  heart  failure. 
In  fact,  when  there  is  a  threatening  apprehension  of  the  approach  of 
such  a  culmination  in  any  disease,  give  strophanthus.  In  angina 
pectoris  the  remedy  should  be  given  in  full  doses,  and  for  a  long  time 
after  thje  most  acute  symptoms  have  passed  away.  Strophanthus  has 
received  no  small  modicum  of  praise  by  open-eyed  observers  in  the 
treatment  of  bronchial  asthma  and  of  whooping  cough.  The  full 
effects  of  strophanthus  are  said  to  have  "cured  eight  cases  out  of  nine" 
of  exophthalmic  goitre. 

In  weak-hearted  children  the  specific  strophanthas  is  an  ideal  rem- 
edy. The  bitter  principle  increases  the  appetite  and  promotes  diges- 
tion. I  believe  it  the  best  heart  tonic  in  the  materia  medica  in  chil- 
dren. As  suggested  above,  in  severe  dyspnoea,  collapse,  in  heart 
failure,  give  nitro-glycerine  for  the  alarming  symptoms,  then  follow 
with  strophanthus. 

The  diuretic  action  of  strophanthus  by  far  exceeds  the  same  action 
in  digitalis.  We  remember  well  an  instance  in  which  we  gave  five- 
drop  doses  of  specific  strophanthus  every  two  hours  to  a  twelve  or 
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thirteen  year  old  boy  in  whom  all  previous  efforts  had  failed  to  relieve 
of  anasarca.  Its  administration  was  begun  about  1  p.  m.,  and  before 
9  a.m.  the  next  day  his  tissues  were  drained  of  their  dropsical  effu- 
sion. He  seemed  to  pass  a  quart  or  two  of  urine  every  few  moments, 
and  the  alvine  discharges  were  fluid  and  frequent  We  never  saw  a 
more  emphatic  response  from  medicine.  For  this  diuretic  action  it 
can  be  given  in  anasarca  and  oedema,  etc.,  when  due  to  cardiac  lesions. 
In  nephritis  and  Blight's  disease  we  believe  it  to  be  of  little  value 
unless  complicated  by  valvular  heart  lesions. 

Too  large  doses  will  certainly  poison  the  patient;  he  will  have 
nausea,  depression  and  disastrous  sweating.  Coffee  and  brandy  should 
be  given  freely  to  counteract  it 

"While  in  the  majority  of  cardiac  diseases  digitalis  should  be  first 
tried,  where  it  fails  strophanthus  is  the  proper  course. "  This  quota- 
tion is  from  one  of  the  latest  and  best  works  on  materia  medica, 
and  well  expresses  the  "rule  of  thumbs' '  methods  in  general  use 
among  some  physicians.  44Try  this,  then  try  that ;  if  neither  does 
well,  such  and  such  remedies  are  said  to  be  efficient  in  this  disease. " 
Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  average  physician  gets  tired  of  trying  and  of 
guessing,  and  many  times  gives  up  the  business  with  disgust?  We 
think  not. 

The  dose  of  the  specific  medicine  strophanthus  is  from  one  to  ten 
drops  in  water  every  one  to  four  hours.  * 

We  will  be  pleased  to  hear  from  Journal  readers  their  experiences 
with  this  drug,  and  the  conditions  under  which  it  should  be  pre- 
scribed, w.  E.   B. 


BRONCHITIS. 

There  is  but  little  doubt  that  bronchitis  is  the  most  frequent 
lesion  of  the  respiratory  apparatus,  occurring  during  the  winter 
months.  Under  the  old  classification  it  was  divided  into  catarrhal, 
acute  bronchitis  proper,  and  chronic  bronchitis,  but  later  writers  give 
the  following  varieties  : 

1.  An  acute  catarrhal  process,  affecting  the  larger  capillary  tubes. 

2.  An  acute  catarrhal  process  affecting  the  smaller  capillary  tubes. 

3.  An  acute  catarrhal  process  affecting  both  large  and  small  tubes. 

4.  A  chronic  catarrhal  process  affecting  both  large  and  small  tubes. 

5.  A  chronic  fibrous  process. 

These  classifications  are  not  of  vital  importance,  however,  as  the 
differential  diagnosis  many  times  is  almost  impossible,  the  one  passing 
into  the  other,  or  two  or  more  occurring  in  the  same  individual. 

The  predisposing  causes  are  all  such  as  enfeeble  or  lower  vitality, 
as  tuberculosis,  scrofula,  Blight's  disease,  and  when  the  mucous  mem- 
brane has  previously  suffered. 

The  social  position,  also,  plays  an  important  part,  and  the  poorer 
classes  suffer  more  frequently  on  account  of  greater  exposure,  though 
the  luxurious  habits  of  the  rich  tend  to  weaken  the  respiratory  appa- 
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ratus,  and  render  them  very  susceptible  to  its  encroachments.  Ex- 
tremes in  life  produce  susceptibility,  hence  the  frequency  of  bronchi- 
tis in  children  and  old  people. 

The  most  frequent  exciting  cause  is  the  influence  of  cold — sudden 
changes  from  a  close,  hot  room  to  a  cold  atmosphere,  when  the  skin 
is  relaxed  and  the  mucous  membrane  very  easily  influenced.  Riding 
in  open  cars  for  several  miles  after  a  hard  day's  work,  as  so  many  do 
who  live  just  beyond  the  city  limits;  wearing  damp  clothing  till  it 
dries  on  the  body,  or  sleeping  in  cold,  damp  rooms,  are  prolific  in 
giving  rise  to  this  affection. 

The  disease  is  usually  ushered  in  by  chilly  sensations,  though  there 
may  be  a  decided  rigor,  followed  by  re-action  of  greater  or  less  sever- 
ity. The  temperature  is  no*  so  great,  as  a  rule,  as  in  other  wrongs  of 
the  respiratory  apparatus.  The  skin,  for  the  first  few  days,  is  dry, 
and  the  secretion  from  the  kidneys  and  bowels  is  scanty.  The  respi- 
ration is  increased  in  frequency,  and  a  dry  hacking  cough  disturbs 
the  patient's  rest  Among  the  early  symptoms  is  a  raw  sensation  or 
doll  pain  back  of  the  sternum.  By  the  second  day  the  patient  expec- 
torates a  glairy,  tenacious  mucus,  and,  if  the  disease  is  of  a  severe 
type,  it  will  be  streaked  with  blood.  For  two  or  three  days  we  get 
this  characteristic  sputa,  when  we  notice  that  it  is  assuming  a  more 
opaque  character,  and  from  the  fifth  to  the  eighth  day  we  get  the 
yellow  or  green  sputa. 

The  physical  signs  are  characteristic.  Percussion  gives  us  but  little 
information  of  a  direct  character,  but  the  resonance  enables  us  to  ex- 
clude pneumonia.  The  most  reliable  information  is  obtained  by  aus- 
cultation. The  first  stage  is  characterized  by  the  dry,  sibilant  ron- 
chus,  the  tone  depending  on  the  size  of  the  tubes  involved.  As  secre- 
tion developes,  the  sibilant  changes  to  the  mucous  ronchua  If  the 
secretion  is  profuse,  the  dyspnoea  is  quite  marked.  The  duration 
is  variable ;  in  the  extremes  of  life,  it  is  usually  persistent,  several 
weeks  elapsing  before  convalescence,  and  even  then  great  care  must 
be  exercised  in  the  case.  In  the  vigorous,  the  disease  may  be  cut 
short  in  a  week  or  ten  days. 

The  diagnosis  is  usually  quite  easy.  The  catarrhal  symptoms,  fol- 
lowed by  a  dry  hard  cough,  with  sibilant  respiration,  followed  by  the 
mucous  ronchus,  the  absence  of  dullness  on  percussion,  speak  of  the 
bronchial  tubes  as  the  seat  of  the  lesion.  The  prognosis  is  favorable, 
for  if  careful  in  the  selection  of  our  remedies,  so  as  not  to  depress  an 
already  enfeebled  organ,  both  the  active  and  feeble  will  recover. 

For  the  markedly  sthenic  cases,  veratrum  as  the  sedative,  with  ipe- 
cac, bryonia,  macrotys,  or  lobelia,  as  may  be  indicated  by  the  irritable 
mucous  membrane,  the  sharp  pain,  the  muscular  soreness,  or  the 
increased  secretion  of  mucus.  Although  the  cough  is  distressing,  we 
will  be  careful  about  remedies  to  quiet  this  troublesome  feature,  be- 
lieving that  the  appropriate  sedative,  as  it  controls  the  inflammatory 
process,  will  answer  better  than  the  expectorants.     When  there  is 


54  EDITORIAL. 

little  vitality,  we  use  aconite  in  small  doses,  with  lobelia  as  a  stimu- 
lant, and  the  larded  cloth,  well  dusted  with  emetic  powder,  as  a  coun- 
ter-irritant iEsculus  acts  well  in  these  cases  where  the  difficult 
breathing  is  from  debility.  In  subacute  cases  where  there  is  little  if 
any  rise  in  temperature,  and  the  cough  is  persistent,  a  favorite  pre- 
scription is  compound  spirits  of  lavender,  comp.  tine,  lobelia,  of  each 
a  half  ounce,  water  and  simple  syrup  of  each  two  ounces ;  a  teaspcon- 
f ul  every  one,  two,  or  three  hours. 

By  using  care  in  the  selection  of  our  agents,  this  dread  disease  is 
shorn  of  its  terrors.  r.  l.  t. 


THE  PAST;  THE  FUTURE. 

Another  year  has  passed  into  history,  and  the  Eclectic  profession 
may  be  proud  of  what  it  has  contributed  toward  the  making  of  that 
history.  No  internal  dissensions  threaten  to  disrupt  the  school,  but 
on  the  contrary,  an  unusual  degree  of  harmony  prevails,  and  all  rep- 
resentatives of  true  Eclectic  faith  are  bending  their  efforts  toward  a 
betterment  of  the  practice  of  medicine.  Greater  enthusiasm  and  bet- 
ter support  has  been  given  the  cause  in  the  last  year  than  in  many 
years  before.  Hard  times,  which  have  so  seriously  affected  the  trades 
and  occupations,  have  not  tended  to  lessen  the  number  of  students  who 
are  now  preparing  themselves  for  an  honorable  pursuit  of  the  practice 
of  medicine.  Honorable,  we  say,  for  we  believe  it  is  becoming  uni- 
versally recognized  that  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  the 
near  future  is  to  be  cleansed  of  its  '  'buzzards' '  and  dishonorable  in- 
dividuals, whose  methods  of  conducting  business  will  not  bear  pro- 
fessional scrutiny;  The  majority  of  our  physicians  are  now  recog- 
nizing the  wisdom  of  well-directed  medical  legislation,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  the  popular  favor  with  which  the  formerly-called  ''irregu- 
lars" are  now  recognized,  all  schools  of  medicine  are  coming  closer 
together  in  the  recognition  of  their  just  rights.  There  is  little  fear  of 
any  harm  being  done  to  the  educated,  honorable  physician  on  account 
of  his  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  medical  faith.  There  is,  in 
fact,  a  strong  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  leading  eclectic  counselors 
to  uphold  the  matter  of  medical  laws,  provided  those  laws  are  fair  to 
all  schools  concerned.  None  are  more  in  favor  of  elevating  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  and  none  more  willing,  yes,  even  anxious,  to  rid  the 
profession  of  its  pretenders  and  disreputable  followers,  than  Eclectic 
physicians. 

We  note  with  thankfulness  the  improvement  in  quality  of  education 
and  manliness  in  the  students  that  are  now  being  sent  to  our  institu- 
tions. We  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the  condition  of  and  excellent 
work  done  in  many  of  our  local  and  state  societies.  We  constantly 
learn  with  pleasure  of  the  success  our  graduates  are  making  all  over 
the  land,  and  we  feel,  with  just  pride,  that  this  is  due  both  to  the 
quality  of  men  sent  out  and  to  the  sound  instruction  received  in  the 
specific  application  of  remedies  to  meet  diseased  conditions. 
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We  claim  the  most  complete  and  best  studied  materia  medica  the 
world  has  ever  known,  and  we  challenge  a  comparison  of  methods  of 
treatment  with  any  or  all  schools  of  practice.  Is  there  any  reason, 
then,  why,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  we  should  not  look  gratefully  back- 
ward and  pronounce,  "It  is  well?" 

Bnt  lest  we  should  feel  too  well  satisfied  with  our  state,  and  relax  in 
our  vigilance  and  efforts,  it  is  well  for  us  to  look  forward  to  the  coming 
years.  Not  only  has  a  man  a  duty  to  perform  for  his  own  advance- 
ment, but  he  owes  a  duty  to  the  cause  which  has  made  him  what  he  is. 
Begin  this  year  and  help  the  cause  along.  If  you  are  not  a  member 
of  your  local  or  state  societies,  become  one  at  your  earliest  opportunity ; 
if  yon  are  a  delinquent  member  of  any,  pay  your  honest  dues  and 
sustain  your  professional  credit  The  Eclectic  school  has  a  well  se- 
lected line  of  journals  and  literature.  These,  one  should  possess,  and 
help  to  make,  and  in  the  matter  of  medical  books,  a  doctor  should  not 
be  content  to  possess  only  old  and  antequated  editions.  A  revised 
edition  is  as  valuable  as  an  entirely  new  book,  aud  the  man  who  studies 
and  depends  only  upon  old  books  is  soon  lost  in  the  rapid  procession 
of  medical  evolution  of  to-day. 

The  cardinal  feature  of  the  Eclectic  school  is  its  splendid  materia 
medica.  The  valuable  work  done  in  the  development  of  this  materia 
medica  is  conceded  by  our  antagonists.  The  specific  uses  of  many 
remedies  have  been  worked  out,  and  it  is  due  to  the  specific  applica- 
tion of  these  agents  that  our  proud  position  as  a  school  has  been  at- 
tained. Yet  there  are  many,  many  remedies  whose  possibilities  have 
never  yet  been  dreamed  of,  and  it  is  this  line  of  work  that  now  needs 
our  attention.  h.  w.  f. 


CHIONANTHUS.— Fringe  Tree. 

There  is  no  more  prompt  and  positive  medicine  in  the  materia 
medica  than  is  chionanthus.  When  given  in  functional  liver  difficul- 
ties due  to  some  wrong  of  the  mucous  surfaces  of  its  ducts,  it  seldom 
fails.  It  will  not  cure  all  cases  of  jaundice,  but  it  will  cure  nearly  all 
in  which  there  is  no  structural  disease  of  the  liver.  It  may  be  said  to 
be  specifically  indicated  by  clay-colored  stools,  yellowness  of  the  skin 
and  conjunctiva,  high  colored,  even  brown  urine,  with  uneasiness  or 
pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium  or  region  of  the  liver,  or  with  ab- 
dominal pain  or  colic,  and  great  prostration.  It  is  another  remedy 
that  acts  dynamically.  Under  older  classification,  chionanthus  was 
said  to  be  aperient,  alterative,  diuretic,  narcotic,  tonic  to  the  stomach 
and  bowels,  and  particularly  emphasized  as  a  cholagogiie. 

We  believe  that  it  does  stimulate  the  liver  to  more  and  better  work, 
and  that  it  awakens  and  tones  up  the  digestive  tract  generally.  It  is 
the  remedy  for  jaundice  due  to  functional  disorders  of  the  liver.  It 
may  be  given  alone  or  in  combination  with  podophyllin,  nux,  leptan- 
drin,  or  dioscorea,  all  of  which  are  closely  related  to  chionanthus  when 
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judged  by  their  actions  on  hepatic  functions.  They  are  all  antitorpor 
liver  remedies— liver  stirrers.  Chionanthus  will  materially  assist  in 
the  prevention  of  the  formation  of  gall  stones,  and  is  of  undoubted 
benefit  in  their  expulsion.  Acute  dyspepsia  is  frequently  relieved  by 
chionanthus.  It  is  of  great  worth  in  hepatitis,  both  acute  and  chronic, 
but  is  not  a  specific  in  the  jaundice  of  hepatitis.  It  often  nettles  the 
irritable  or  refractory  liver  of  the  dipsomaniac. 

Chionanthus  has  few  equals  in  many  cases  of  bilious,  remittent  and 
obstinate  intermittent  fever.  It  is  very  beneficial  in  overcoming  the 
slow  convalescence  that  frequently  follows  exhausting  diseases.  Bil- 
ious colic  has  a  conqueror  in  specific  chionanthus.  It  relieves  many 
cases  of  hypertrophic  liver  due  to  obstruction  of  its  ducts  and  of  a  ma- 
larial character.  The  dose  of  specific  medicine  chionanthus  is  from 
five  to  ten  drops  well  diluted  and  frequently  repeated.  Chionan- 
thus has  strong  recommendations  for  efficiency  as  a  local  application 
in  the  form  of  cataplasms  or  poultices  in  inflammations,  in  severe  ul- 
cers, and  we  rely  upon  it  in  certain  lines,  and  we  are  not  disappointed. 

Specific  chionanthus  has  a  very  rank  odor,  a  dark  amber  color,  and 
although  it  occasionally  precipitates  a  heavy  sediment,  it  does  not  de- 
teriorate. W.  E.  B 

5UROICAL    NOTES. 

The  Ureters  in  Hysterectomy. — Both  ureters  are  avoided  in  do- 
ing an  abdominal  hysterectomy,  by  dissecting  the  bladder  free  from 
its  attachments  to  the  womb,  and  pushing  the  bladder  downwards  and 
forwards  as  the  womb  is  elevated  in  its  dissection  into  the  abdominal 
wound  In  vaginal  hysterectomy,  the  safety  of  the  ureters  depends 
on  the  operator  pushing  upwards  and  backwards  the  bladder,  in  the 
dissection  of  the  utero- vesical  attachments,  and  following  the  dissec- 
tion of  the  womb  closely  in  its  cellular  tissues.  By  either  method  of 
hysterectomy,  if  the  above  observations  are  in  the  mind  of  the  opera- 
tor, it  will  be  quite  impossible  to  wound  the  ureters.  Complete  re- 
moval of  the  womb,  by  abdominal  or  vaginal  method,  gives  good 
drainage,  and  commends  itself  by  speedy  recoveries. 

Malignant  Diseases.— There  are  four  things  of  importance  to  re- 
member in  making  a  diagnosis  in  malignant  diseases,  (a)  Loss  of 
strength ;  (b)  decrease  in  weight ;  (c)  the  straw  colored  skin,  or  the 

anaemic  condition ;  (d)  if  the  limbs,  dropsical,  and  in  the  abdomen 
ascites. 

The  Anesthetic.— The  anaesthetic  which  I  have  used  for  the  last 

few  years  in  abdominal  surgery  has  proved  of  great  value.    I  consider 

it  the  anaesthetic  par  excellence.      There  is  very  seldom  any  nausea 

ollowing  its  administration,  and  patients  of  all  ages  and  conditions 

inhale  it  without  fear  or  complaining,  as  with  chloroform  or  ether. 

The  prescription  for  the  mixture  is  as  follows:  R— White  rose 
(quadruple  ext),  §j  ;  alcohol,  giij  ;  chloroform  (Squibb's),  §vi ;  ether 
(Squibb's),  Six.  M.     Inhale  from  cone,  excluding  the  most  of  the  air. 

l.   e.  r. 
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BOOK    NOTICES. 

Twentieth  Century  Practice.  Edited  by  T.  L.  Stedmau,  M.  D. 
Wm.  Wcod  &  Co.,  New  York.  Series  of  20  volumes.  Cloth, 
$5.00  per  voluma     Subscription  only. 

Volume  VTI,  which  was  delayed  until  after  the  publication  of  Vol- 
ume VTH,  has  made  its  appearance.  Diseases  of  the  Pleura  are 
treated  by  Dr.  Herbert  B.  Whitney,  of  Denver.  He  treats  of  pleurisy 
in  a  very  thorough  and  exhaustive  manner,  giving  the  etiology,  path- 
ology and  symptoms  of  each  form,  namely :  The  dry  or  fibrinous, 
the  sero-fibrinous,  the  purulent,  the  hemorrhagic,  the  chylous,  the 
pulsating,  the  encapsulated,  the  diaphragmatic,  interlobar  and  me- 
deastinaL 

The  treatment  in  the  acute  form  is  morphia  to  relieve  pain  in  the 
early  stages,  together  with  salicylate  of  sodium  in  ten  grain  doses 
every  hour  until  twelve  doses  have  been  given,  then  wait  for  twelve 
hours  and  repeat  the  drug  for  another  twelve  hours ;  after  withholding 
again  for  twelve  hours,  then  give  one  drachm  daily  for  one  week. 
While  other  agents  may  be  given,  this  is  the  favorite.  The  article  is 
carefully  written,  showing  great  study  in  its  preparation. 

Asthma,  by  Franz  Riegel,  of  Giessen.  As  to  the  nature  of  asthma 
he  says,  page  157 :  "No  final  answer  can  be  given,  even  to-day,  to  the 
question  as  to  the  nature  of  asthma.  Yet,  in  general  it  is  agreed  that 
it  consists  essentially  in  spasmodic  conditions  within  the  respiratory 
apparatus,  excited  through  nervous  influences,  although  opinions  still 
differ  as  to  what  portions  of  the  respiratory  organs  are  immediately 
attacked  by  this  spasm.  But,  besides  this,  a  series  of  questions  still 
remains  unsettled,  such  as  that  of  the  significance  of  Leyden's  crys- 
tals and  Curshmann's  spirals. "  Then  follows  a  review  of  the  various 
theories  regarding  the  disease.  A  large  list  of  remedies  that  may  be 
used  to  shorten  the  paroxysm  are  given  with  but  little  assurance  of 
heir  efficacy. 
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The  article  on  Diseases  of  the  Blood,  by  Dr.  Alfred  Stengel,  of 
Philadelphia,  is  one  of  the  best  of  the  entire  series.  The  purchaser  of 
Volume  VII  is  more  than  repaid  by  this  one  contribution.  After  giv- 
ing the  anatomy  of  the  blood  he  describes  the  most  recent  methods  of 
clinical  examinations,  which  in  turn  is  followed  by  lesions  of  the 
blood. 

Rachitis  is  treated  by  Dr.  Jules  Cornby,  of  Paris.  Dr.  Cornby's 
position  in  the  medical  world  leads  one  to  anticipate  an  unusually 
good  article  on  rickets,  and,  when  we  say  we  are  not  disappointed, 
the  praise  for  the  article  is  sufficient 

The  Disorders  of  Menstruation  are  treated  by  Dr.  Earnest  W.  Crush- 
ing and  Dr.  Charles  G.  Cumston,  of  Boston.  We  notice  in  the  treat- 
ment of  these  diseases  such  remedies  as  Pulsatilla,  caulophyllum,  Hy- 
drastis and  viburnum,  remedies  that  have  been  so  successfully  used 
by  Eclectics  for  over  fifty  years,  though  the  authors  have  forgotten  to 
give  the  younger  schools  credit  for  anything  good  in  the  way  of  the 
healing  art. 

Dr.  Chas.  W.  Allen,  of  New  York,  looks  after  Functional  Disorders 
of  the  Male  Sexual  Organs.  When  we  regard  the  great  amount  of 
human  misery  that  can  be  directly  traced  to  the  functional  wrongs  of 
these  organs,  the  article  is  one  that  will  be  read  with  great  interest 
Dr.  Allen's  ability  to  deal  with  the  subject  is  well  attested  in  this 
article. 

Dr.  James  M.  French,  of  Cincinnati,  writes  the  closing  article  on 
the  Chemical  and  Microscopic  Examination  of  Urina  Dr.  French, 
being  a  careful  and  pains-taking  writer,  makes  this  article  the  equal  of 
any  of  the  series.     Volome  VII  is  a  valuable  addition.  r.  l.  t. 


A  Homosopathic  Text-Book  of  Surgery.  Edited  by  Chas.  E.  Fisher, 
M.  D.,  Chicago,  and  T.  L.  McDonald,  Washington.  Profusely 
Illustrated.  Medical  Century  Company,  Chicago ;  Boericke  A 
Tafel,  Philadelphia.  1,700  pages.  Price,  in  half  morocco,  $10. 
Subscription  only. 

"In  making  books  there  is  no  end, "  but  of  making  good  books  there 
is  a  limit  Hie  one  under  consideration  falls  by  far  within  the  limita- 
tion. In  paper,  type,  printing,  binding,  eta — physically — this  work 
is  modern  and  commendable  in  every  particular,  and  "it  is  submit- 
ted to  the  profession  in  the  confident  hope  that  it  will  meet  with  a 
cordial  welcome  as  an  exponent  of  modern  surgery  plus  the  applica- 
tion of  the  law  of  similars  to  surgical  diseases  and  conditions  in  which 
medication  is  helpful  and  demanded." 

We  believe  that  the  work  will  not  be  found  deficient  in  any  impor- 
tant surgical  particular,  and  that  it  thoroughly  represents  the  surgery 
of  the  close  of  this,  the  nineteenth  century.  There  is  but  one  surgery. 
It  is  not  Allopathic,  Homoeopathic  nor  Eclectic.  It  is  simply  surgery, 
and  the  same  basic  principles  support  it  in  all  text-books,  and  it  can 
not  be  otherwise. 


LOOK   FOR  THE  OREEN   LABEL. 

"Green  Drug" 

Fluid  Extracts. 

The    highest   type    of    Fluid    Medicines. 

A  Novelty— la  What? 

In   the    recognition   of   the   fact  that  certain  drugs,  containing 
volatile  constituents  upon  which  their  therapeutic  value  depends,  lose 
their  medicinal  properties  in  the  process  of  drying,  or  through  long 
or  imperfect  storage. 
In  all  such  cases, 

We  use  the  green  or  fresh   root,  bark  or  plant,  gathered  es- 
pecially for  us  when  in  their  prime. 
Some  kinds  are  prepared  fresh; 

Others  partially  or  wholly  dried; 

But  all  gathered  especially  for  our  Laboratory ;  carefully  handled 
and  immediately  prepared  into  Fluid  Extracts.  The  menstruum 
employed  is  Alcohol  selected  for  strength  and  purity,  whereby  the 
non-medicinal  elements  are  rejected  and  the  liability  to  deterioration 
avoided. 

Fluid  Extracts  thus  prepared  are  perfect  representatives  of  the 
drugs  from  which  they  are  made. 

They  are  clean.  # 

They  are  sightly. 

They  are  easily  dispensed. 

They  are  therapeutically  reliable. 

Old,  shop-worn  or  worm-eaten  drugs,  however  carefully  manipu- 
lated, will  not  yield  a  satisfactory  product,  and  when  made  with 
weak  alcohol  and  water,  or  with  wood  spirit  as  a  menstruum,  is  it 
any  wonder  that  commercial  Fluid  Extracts,  as  a  class  are  termed 
by  a  leading  medical  writer — the  "Great  American  Fraud?" 

Watch  your  fluid  extracts. 

Merrell's  Fluid  Extracts  from  fresh,  choice  drugs  are  powerful  In- 
struments for  good  in  the  hands  of  the  observant  physician. 

All  wholesale  druggists  will  supply  them. 
Please  write  "MerrelPs"  on  your  orders. 

THE  WM.  S.  MERRELL  CHEMICAL  CO., 

CINCINNATI.  Manufacturing  Chemists.  NEW  YORK. 

Sole  Manufacturers. 
EgfiMIsbed  *6  years. 
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Hypnotic,        Anti-Spasmodic.  Anti-Neuralgic. 

CORDIAL 


MBRRniLiL. 


This  preparation  contains  all  the  active  medicinal  constituents  of 
Passiflora  incarnata  in  a  concentrated  form,  and  is  the  result  of  an  ex- 
tended investigation  in  our  laboratory.  It  is  the  most  eligible  form  for 
exhibiting  the  valuable  properties  of  the  drug,  since  from  it  we  have 
succeeded  in  eliminating  the  inert  principles  invariably  present  in  the 
ordinary  preparations  of  the  market. 

OOBDIAL  PA8-OABNATA 

Is  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  treatment  of  nervous  affections 
attended  with  congestion  of  the  cord  and  ganglionic  centers.  As 
a  soporific  without  narcotic  action,  and  as  an  anti-spasmodic  and 
anti-neuralgic,  it  is  without  an  equal.  Its  action  is  between  that  of 
m  orphine  and  chloral  hydrate,  but  it  does  not  depress  the  system 
nor  derange  the  stomach.  It  is  devoid  of  danger,  non-poisonous, 
and  may  be  given  in  any  case  where  sleep  is  needed.  It  is  the 
remedy, par  excellence,  in  infantile  convulsions,  in  diarrhoea  of  chil- 
dren, and  in  nervous  affections  of  the  aged  and  infirm.  In  nervous 
or  sick  headache,  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  in  sleepless- 
ness of  typhoid  and  other  fevers,  as  well  as  from  overwork  so  com- 
mon among  professional  and  business  men,  it  will  produce  a  quiet 
and  dreamless  sleep,  and  at  the  same  time  prove  a  permanent  tonic 
to  the  nervous  system. 

OOBDIAL  PAS-OABN AT  A 

Is  recommended  in  cases  where  opium  and  its  preparations, 
the  bromides,  chloral,  etc.,  can  not  be  given,  or  are  not  well  borne, 
and  where  it  is  undesirable  to  lock  up  the  secretions.  It  is  recom- 
mended in  tetanus,  cerebral  pain,  hysteria  of  women,  dysmenor- 
rheas^ tic  douloureux,  accelerated  respiratory  movement,  pain  in 
the  rectum,  neuralgia  of  the  heart 

OOBDIAL  PA8-OABNATA 

Is  prepared  for  physicians'  prescriptions  only,  and  not  for 
popular  sale.  Printed  matter  with  extended  notes  furnished  to  the 
medical  profession  only.  Sample  supplies  without  charge  on  pay- 
ment of  expense  of  delivery. 

OOBDIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

May  be  ordered  of  our  New  York  office,  No.  96  Maiden  Lane, 
of  Geo.  O,  Goodwin  A  Co.,  Boston,  and  the  home  office  in  Cincin- 
nati.   In  ordering  or  prescribing,  please  specify 

"Cordial  Pas-Carnata,  Merrell." 
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In  one  important  feature  this  work  surpasses  all  other  works  in  sur- 
gery, even  to  the  latest  of  other  publications.  It  does  not  attempt 
to  divorce  medicine  and  surgery.  Too  frequently,  of  late,  the  bond 
between  the  two  is  rent  asunder.  It  seems  to  us  that,  with  but  a  few 
exceptions,  the  latter  day  surgeon  loses  sight  of  all  faith  in  medicine 
the  moment  he  becomes  a  cutter.  This  should  not  be  so.  If  medi- 
cine is  a  power  in  the  hands  of  the  general  practitioner,  it  certainly 
should  be  an  adjunct  to  the  knife  in  the  hands  of  the  surgeon.  Some 
physicians  use  too  much  and  depend  too  long  upon  medicinea  Some 
surgeons  apply  the  knife  too  frequently  and  do  not  depend  enough  on 
medicine.  In  this  work  the  knife  and  medicine  go  hand  in  hand  as 
they  should.  Though  the  remedies  named  are  recognized  by  Homoeo- 
paths, no  particular  dose,  large  or  small,  is  insisted  upon. 

In  scope  this  Homoeopathic  Surgery  takes  in  the  whole  surgical 
field  and  reaches  beyond,  taking  in  laboratory  technique  and  modern 
surgical  technique  and  surgery  of  the  eye  and  ear.  And  it  is  all  the 
work  of  master  workmen.  Not  one  of  the  twenty-five  or  more  authors 
is  without  honor  and  distinction,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  There 
are  more  than  sixty  full-page  plates  and  over  eleven  hundred  addi- 
tional illustrations.  Neither  time,  labor  nor  expense  have  been  spared 
in  its  production,  and  we  heartily  commend  this  work  to  the  surgeon 
and  specialist,  as  well  as  to  the  physician  who  consults  his  surgical 
work  daily.  For  the  latter  no  other  work  known  to  us  is  fuller  or  more 
comprehensive.     Buy  the  work  and  study  it.  w.  e.  b. 


Anatomical  Atlas  of  Obstetric  Diagnosis  and  Treatment.  By  Oscar 
Schaeffer,  M.  D.  With  145  illustrations.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co., 
Publishers,  New  York.  Price  $15.00  for  set  of  five  atlases.  Sold 
by  subscription  only. 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  Atlases  recently  introduced  to  the  profes- 
sion by  Wm.  WTood  &  Co  It  is  at  once  artistic,  instructive,  and  cov- 
ers the  subject  thoroughly,  and  is  superior  in  many  respects  to  most 
of  the  more  expensive  atlases.  It  is  divided  into  nine  parts,  each  part 
being  subdivided  into  numerous  chapters.  Each  part  treats  of  some 
particular  portion  of  the  subject  matter,  among  which  may  be  noticed : 
the  normal  anatomy  of  the  sexual  organs  during  pregnancy ;  pelvic 
deformities  and  their  influence  upon  pregnancy  and  labor ;  extra-ute- 
rine pregnancy  and  placenta  prsevia;  abnormal  presentations  and 
positions ;  mechanism  of  abnormal  presentations ;  obstetric  therapeu- 
tics, etc.  It  contains  145  figures  in  color,  upon  56  plates.  Every  fig- 
ure has  its  description  printed  on  the  opposite  page,  where  reference 
is  made  to  the  sections  which  bear  on  the  illustrations.  After  the  last 
chapter  is  given  a  table  of  obstetrical  remedies,  including  forty-six 
agents,  naming  each  drug,  with  the  dose  and  indications,  also  direc- 
tions for  antisepsis.     The  work  commends  itself.  r.  c.  w. 
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A  Treatise  on  Obstetrics.  For  Students  and  Practitioners.  By  E. 
P.  Davis,  M.  D.  One  octavo  volume,  600  pages,  with  217  engra- 
vings and  30  full-page  plates  in  colors  and  monochrome.  Cloth, 
$5.00.     Lea  Brothers,  Philadelphia. 

This  is  one  of  a  half  dozen  works  on  obstetrics  which  were  promised 
some  time  since,  and  which  have  appeared  during  the  year.  It  com- 
pares .favorably  with  the  best  of  the  others,  and  in  scanning  its  600 
pages,  we  are  quite  favorably  impressed  throughout.  It  will  afford 
students  and  practitioners  a  concise  and  yet  comprehensive  guide  to 
the  whole  art  of  obstetrics  in  its  most  modern  development  The 
author  is  widely  known  as  a  teacher  and  writer,  and  his  thorough 
acquaintance  with  foreign  literature  has  enabled  him  to  give  to  his 
readers  the  best  material  derivable  from  the  old  world. 

The  series  of  engravings,  among  which  are  to  be  found  a  num- 
ber of  photographic  representations  of  obstetrical  scenes,  is  a  marked 
and  attractive  feature  of  the  work.  There  are  likewise  a  number  of 
colored  plates. 

It  also  devotes  considerable  space  to  subjects  closely  related  to  ob- 
stetrics, such  as  the  repair  of  lacerations  and  injuries,  the  care  of  the 
mother,  and  of  the  infant,  as  well  as  several  chapters  on  the  jurispru- 
dence of  midwifery.  It  is  well  up  to  date  in  every  detail,  and  we  be- 
lieve will  prove  satisfactory  both  as  a  text-book  and  as  a  work  of  ref- 
erence for  practical  use.  r.  g  w. 


College  and  society  notices. 


A  joint  session  of  the  North-western  and  Central  Ohio  Eclectic  Med- 
ical Societies  will  be  held  at  Marion,  the  second  Tuesday  in  January, 
1897.  All  physicians  who  are  not  members  of  these  associations,  who 
can  find  it  convenient  to  come,  will  be  made  welcome. 

Whereas,  An  all-wise  Providence  has  permitted  the  untimely  death 
of  our  friend  and  classmate,  Henry  G.  Van  Doren,  who  by  his  many 
virtues  and  accomplishments,  has  endeared  himself  to  all  who  knew 
him,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  as  students  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  and 
as  members  of  the  class  of  '99,  deploring  the  loss  of  one  of  the  most 
promising  of  our  number,  do  extend  to  the  relatives  and  friends  our 
warmest  sympathy  in  this,  their  hour  of  bereavement 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  parents  of 
the  deceased,  and  be  published  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Journal  and 
Medical  Gleaner. 

Resolved,  that  these  resolutions  be  incorporated  in  the  records  of 
the  class  of  '99.  W.  D.  Coy,  '97 

E.  A.  Ballmer,  '98  J-  Committee. 
B.  R  Parsons,  '99 
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Have   you    ever   tried    the 

PLEASANT, 
NON-POISONOUS, 

ANTISEPTIC 

ASE  PSIN? 

The  Best   Dressing  for  Wounds  and  Sores. 


Peof.  A.  J.  Howe,  the  late  eminent  surgeon,  says :     "Asepsin  is 
sne  of  the  most  valuable  antiseptics  known.11 


"A  word  for  Asepsin.  It  will  clean  gangrene  from  a  wound  with- 
out injury  to  healthy  tissue,  even  if  used  full  strength.  I  know  of 
nothing  else  which  will,  and  have  seen  no  recommendation  for  the 
same  in  your  circular  for  use  of  Asepsin.  I  advised  the  use  of  it  in 
a  case  of  gangrene  after  amputation  of  afoot,  when  the  consulting 
surgeons  had  advised  another  amputation.  Result,  wound  clear  of 
gangrene  in  24  hours.  Used  clean  powder  on  the  gangrene  first,  then 
wet  dressing  of  same.  Told  several  of  our  surgeons  here  of  its  useful- 
ness in  traumatic  gangrene.  They  were  skeptical,  but  tested  it,  and 
'they  are  ours.'  One  of  them  told  me  it  had  been  worth  hundreds  of 
dollars  to  him  in  the  last  year. 

UE.  Clayton  Smith,  M.  D.,  Rochester,  N.  Y." 


"I  have  a  word  to  Bay  for  your  Asepsin.  I  have  in  one  year  used 
twelve  ounces.  I  use  it  as  an  antiseptic  dressing  for  operations  of  all 
kinds,  and  in  wounds  and  all  cases  of  old  sores,  with  a  success  I  had 
never  expected  to  obtain  with  any  remedy.  I  have  had  remarkable 
success  in  old  sores  in  which  there  was  syphilitic  taint,  and  which 
had  baffled  other  remedies.  In  fresh  wounds  and  operations  I  have 
had  healing  by  first  intention  in  every  case  that  I  treated  with 
Asepsin.  T.  G.  McDonald,  M.  D.,  Shane's  Crossing,  O." 


"I  have  been  using  Asepsin  in  surgery  for  the  past  year.  Have 
made  use  of  it  recently  in  three  amputations  as  an  exclusive  dressing. 
It  is  the  best  antiseptic  I  have  ever  used,  and  I  trust  other  practitioners 
will  test  it.  In  our  recent  epidemic  of  non-malignant  sore  throat 
during  the  past  winter,  I  used  Asepsin  in  over  forty  cases  with  grati- 
fying results.  R.  C.  Wintbrmute,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Obstetrics  in  E.  M.  Institute. 

Price  $1.00  per  Ounce. 

LLOTD  BROTHERS,  Cincinnati,  0. 
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ASEPSIN      SOAP 


MEDICINAL  USES  OF  ASEPSIN  SOAP. 

FOB  THE  SKIN.  —  The  antiseptic  qualities  of  Asepsin  and  Borate  of  Sodium  make  this  soap  de- 
sirable for  the  preservation  of  the  dermal  tissues,  and  to  remove  and  prevent  cutaneous  blem- 
ishes. It  is  valuable  for  roughness  of  the  skin,  acne,  comedones,  milium,  blotches,  excessive 
greasiness  of  skin,  for  softening  and  proven  ting  roughness  and  chapping  of  the  hands.  It  cor- 
rects abnormalities  of  the  sebaceous  glands,  therebv  regulating  the  lubrication  of  the  akin,  and 
is  further  useful  to  repair  dermal  tissues  when  they  have  been  subjected  to  the  deleterious  action 
of  chalks  and  cosmetic  lotions. 

CUTANEOUS  DISEASES.— For  the  following  skin  affections  it  may  be  used  freely  with  marked 
benefit:  Acne  vulgaris  et  rosacse,  seborrhrea,  eczema  to  us  eruptions,  herpes,  psoriasis,  prurigo, 
syphilitic  eruptions,  dermatitis,  ulcerations,  pruritic  conditions,  parasitic  diseases,  as  scabies,  for 
the  relief  of  rhus  poisoning,  and  for  the  removal  of  pediculi.  A  clean  skin  is  necessary  in  any 
course  of  medication,  and  Asepsin  Soap  is  a  rational  cleanser. 

IN  SURGERY.  —  The  surgeon  will  find  it  valuable  for  cleansing  the  patient  as  well  as  the  opera- 
tor's hands,  sponges,  and  instruments.  For  its  cleansing  and  antiseptic  effects  it  may  be  em- 
ployed in  wounds  of  all  kinds,  chilblains,  bed  sores,  ulcerations,  pustules,  and  lor  removing 
offensive  and  irritating  discharges,  and  as  a  foot  wash. 

IN  GYNAECOLOGY. -It  is  useml  in  all  irritating  and  offensive  discharges  concomitant  to  diseases 
of  females,  giving  rise  to  pruritic  and  inflammatory  conditions.  Leuoorrhcea,  simple  vaginitis 
and  vulvitis,  ulcerations  aud  pruritus  vulvae,  are  conditions  in  which  it  is  particularly  indicated. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES— In  the  exanthemata  1 1  should  be  employed  to  hasten  desquamation, 
thereby  shortening  the  period  of  contagiousness  and  hastening  convalescence. 

At  the  time  I  received  tbe  Asepsin  Soap,  I  was  suffering  intensely  from  pruritus  ant,  and  had 
already  tried,  with  ►carrel y  even  temporary  relief,  all— or  nearly  all— the  standard  remedies  for  this 
well-known  ailment.  I  was  well-nigh  crazed  with  the  intolerable  itching,  pricking,  sticking,  gnaw- 
ing, biting,  burning  pain.  I  had  been  nearly  sleepless  for  several  nights,  and  I  was  so  busily  en- 
gaged with  my  professional  work  all  day  long  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  life  was  a  burden,  and  I 
could  get  no  rest  at  night.  I  frequently  sprang  from  my  bed,  and  ran  Mildly,  crazily  anywhere  ;— 
suicide  would  not  be  strange  in  anyone  in  such  a  condition 

Your  Asepsin  Soap  I  used  without  faith,  but  with  astonishing  and  almost  immedi- 
ate relief  and  ease.  I  think  I  have  never  before  recommended  any  special  preparation,  but 
nothing  less  than  gratitude  is  due  you  for  this  benefit,  and  that  gratitude  I  express  most  heartily 
now.  I  have  delayed  this  letter  many  weeks,  but  I  am  still  as  thankful  as  ever,  for  my  suffering  was 
of  a  kind  not  to  be  forgotten.  PAUL  T.  BUTLER,  M.  D.,  Alamo,  Michigan. 

I  have  had  for  several  years  what  I  call  winter  eczema  on  my  hands ;  commenced  using  Asepsin 
Soap  last  winter  and  my  hand*,  were  in  better  condition  then  than  they  have  been  for  a  number  of 
years.  R.  W.  CHALFANT,  M.  D..  Bellioutaine.  o. 

Have  been  using  Asepsin  Soap  and  find  it  very  fine  for  cleansing  old  sores,  also  for  toilet  pur- 
poses. DANIEL  A.  CHASE.  M.  D..  Cambridge  N.  Y. 

Asepsin  Soap  is  the  soap.  A.  P.  STEWART.  M.  D  .  RtewarMown.  W.  Va. 

I  have  used  a  round  dozen  of  your  soap  on  the  small- nor  patients  at  the  pest  honse.  and  think 
It  is  the  best  soap  I  ever  used.  W.  H.  HATCH,  M.  D.,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

PRICE,    $1.40    PER    DOZEN. 

A  box  containing  one-fourth  dozen  cakes  will  be  sent  by  mail  postpaid,  on 
receipt  of  50  cents. 

LLOYD    BROTHERS,    Cincinnati,  O. 
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The  following  resolutions  have^been  adopted  by  the  physicians  of 
Santa  Clara  Co.  CaL  : 

Whereas,  Rendering  professional  services  at  a  stipulated  fee  per 
capita,  per  annum,  is  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion, we  the  undersigned  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Santa  Clara  Co. , 
enter  into  the  following  agreement : 

First. — We  mutually,  jointly  and*individually,  pledge  our  word  of 
honor  not  to  enter  into  any  contract  or  agreement,  or  renew  any  exist- 
ing contract  or  agreement,  either  written,  verbal  or  implied,  to  render 
medical  or  surgical  services  to  any  lodge,  society,  association  or  or- 
ganization. 

Second. — We  will  not  render  medical  or  surgical  services  to  the 
members  of  the  above  mentioned  bodies  for  less  compensation  than 
we  charge  the  general  public  for  similar  services. 

Third. — This  agreement  shall  not  be  construed  to  affect  existing 
contracts  between  physicians  and  surgeons  and  the  above  mentioned 
bodies. 

Fourth. — These  pledges  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  for  a  term 
of  three  (3)  years  from  and  after  May  22,  1896. 

This  agreement  shall  not  apply  to  hospitals  and  purely  public  char- 
itable institutions. — Ex. 


The  following  extract  from  the  Revised  Regulations  of  the  Marine- 
Hospital  Service  is  hereby  published  for  the  information  of  candidates 
for  appointment  into  that  sendee  : 

iCSo  person  will  be  appointed  an  assistant  surgeon  whose  age  is  less 
than  twenty-one  or  more  than  thirty  years,  and,  as  a  preliminary  to  a 
recommendation  for  appointment,  the  applicant  must  have  graduated 
in  medicine  from  some  respectable  medical  college,  and  must  pass  a 
satisfactory  physical  and  professional  examination  before  a  board  of 
surgeons  of  the  Marine-Hospital  Service,  which  will  be  convened,  from 
time  to  time,  for  that  purpose,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

"The  order  of  the  examination  will  l>e :  1.  Physical.  2.  Written. 
a  Oral.     4,  ClinicaL 

<4The  physical  examination  will  be  made  according  to  the  rules  else- 
where given  for  the  physical  examination  of  seamen ;  the  examiners 
must  pay  special  attention  to  general,  conditions  that  may  possibly 
impair  efficiency  and  cause  early  placing  on  waiting  orders,  such  as 
hereditary  diseases,  overstrain  of  nervous  system,  tendency  to  phthisis, 
impaired  vitality  from  excesses  of  any  kind.  Candidates  should  be 
required  to  give  an  explicit  statement  of  any  severe  attack  of  illness 
or  injuries,  and  the  cause  of  death  of  near  relatives,  and  certify  that 
they  believe  themselves  free  from  any  ailment — mental  or  physical — 
or  defect  which  would  disqualify  them  from  active  service  in  any  cli- 
mate. 
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"The  examinations  will  be  chiefly  in  writing,  and  this  portion  will 
begin  with  a  short  autobiography  of  the  candidate,  in  which  he  will 
concisely  state :  whether  married  or  single ;  the  date  and  place  of  his 
birth ;  the  school,  institution,  or  college  at  which  he  received  his  gen- 
eral education  ;  the  several  branches  studied,  including  his  knowledge 
of  general  literature,  and  of  the  ancient  and  modern  languages ;  the 
exact  title  of  medical  school  or  schools  at  which  he  receivediinstruc- 
tion,  and  the  date  of  his  graduation ;  the  name  and  place  of  residence 
of  his  preceptor,  and  the  time  when  he  commenced  the  study  of  med- 
icine ;  also  the  title  of  the  text-books  studied  or  read  on  chemistry, 
anatomy,  physiology,  histology,  materia  medica,  pharmacy,  therapeu- 
tics theory  and  practice  of  medicine,  principles  and  practice  of  sur- 
gery, minor  surgery  or  mechanical  therapeutics,  medical  jurispru- 
dence, toxicology,  obstetrics,  hygiene,  biology,  and  physics ;  the  oppor- 
tunities he  has  had  of  engaging  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  sur- 
gery and  obstetrics,  or  of  receiving  clinical  instruction ;  or  whether 
he  has  or  has  not  been  a  resident  physician  or  interne  in  a  civil  or 
military  hospital ;  and  the  number  of  subjects  or  parts  of  subjects  he 
has  dissected  while  at  college.  The  candidate  will  append  to  this 
statement  his  name  in  full,  post-office  address,  and  his  local  address 
at  the  date  of  the  examination. 

"The  remainder  of  the  written  exercise  will  consist  in  examinations 
on:  1 — anatomy,  2— physiology,  3 — chemistry,  4 — materia  medica 
and  therapeutics,  5 — practice  of  medicine,  6— practice  of  surgery, 
7 — obstetrics  and  diseases  of  women,  8 — hygiene,  9 — reports  on  se- 
lected cases  at  a  hospital ;  these  cases  will  be  selected  by  the  exami- 
ners so  as  to  give  at  least  two  cases,  one  medical  and  one  surgical,  to 
each  candidate. 

''The  board  will  examine  the  candidates  orally  in  their  proficiency 
in  general  literature,  history  of  the  United  States,  geography  of  the 
United  States,  and  such  branches  of  general  science  as  they  may  in 
their  discretion  think  pertinent. 

The  next  examination  will  be  held  at  Washington,  D.  C,  Feb.  — , 
1897.  For  further  particulars  address  Walter  Wyman,  Supervising 
Surgeon-  General. 


PERSONALS. 


Dr.  Charles  Riley,  E.  M.  L  1894,  is  doing  nicely  at  Manchester,  I1L 

Dr.  J.  H  Horton  is  still  in  the  saddle  astride  of  success,  at  Cloquet, 
Minn. 

Dr.  D.  H.  Welling,  E.  M  1. 1878,  is  still  prosperous  at  Worthing- 
ton,  Ohio. 

Dr.  C  E.  Pierce,  E.  M.  I.  1878,  is  on  the  highway  to  success,  at 
Argenta,  Kas. 
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BOOKS,    BOOKS. 

A  Remarkably  Low  Offer  for  a  Limited  Time 

AN  OPPORTUNITY  TO  SECURE 

Old  Standard  Works  at  Lowest  Prices. 


The  Spectator.     1  volume,  8vo,  700  pages.     List  price  $3.50 $1.50 

Tattler's  Guardian.     1  vol.  8vo,  700  pages.     List  $3.50 1.25 

Dick's  Theology.     1  voL  imperial  8va     List  $a50 1.75 

Guizot's  Gibbon,  History  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  Roman  Empire. 

2  volumes  imperial  8vo.     List  $6.00 3.00 

Complete  Works  of  Thomas  Dick.     2  vols,  royal  8va     List  $6.50. 3.00 

Rollins'  Ancient  History.     2  vols,  royal  8vo.     List  $6.00 2.75 

Mosheim's  Church  History.     1  vol.  quarto,  800  pages.     List  $5.00. . .     2.00 
All  the  above  are  full  sheep  binding,  with  spring  back  and  marbled  edge. 

Book  of  Thought     1  voL  12mo,  cloth    List  $1.25 35 

Cash  must  accompany  the  order. 

TEE  POUNSFORD  STATIONERY  CO. 

143  Bast  Fourth  St.,  Cincinnati,  O. 


In  order  to  secure  these  prices,  it  will  be  necessary  to  mention  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Journal 


VAGINAL  DIMJIAfiGtS 


c^f</t^ 


/^■c*  *  ****** 
Tfr* — ;  /  ..  - 


^^r^^f^**-^. 


A  simple  and  efficacious  method  of  treatment  that  does  away  with  the  un- 
certainty of  medicated  vaginal  injections. 

Directions. — One  or  two  to  be  inserted  into  the  vagina  each  night,  followed 
by  a  warm  water  douche  in  the  morning. 

Put  up  in  elegant  shape  for  physicians'  prescriptions  only. 

HORTH  CHEMICAL  COMPACT,  98  Maiden  Lane,  lei  York  City. 

flFesfern  Branch,   Peorin*  III* 

For  Sale  by  WHOLESALE    DRUGGISTS. 

PRICES— Small  Packages,  50  cts. ;  Large  Packages,  $1.00. 
Send  for  samples  and  literature.   Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  refunded. 


Shepard's  Sanitarium,  Columbus,  0. 

TWO  DEPARTMENTS  ON  THE  COTTAGE  PLAN 

Department  for  Nervous  and  Chronic  Diseases. 
Department  for  Mental  Diseases. 

For  44  years  Dr.  Shepard  has  successfully  conducted  this  private  institution. 
Massage  has  always  been  used  witb  other  moderm  treatment  a*  indicated. 

The  Department  for  Mental  Diseases  is  warmed  by  a  hot  water  and  hot  air. 
We  give  constant  personal  supervision  and  furniVh  night  attendants. 

Alcoholic  and  morphine  habits  treated.    Electricity  and  electric  baths  used. 

Many  improvements  have  recently  been  made.  Patients  find  the  Sanitarium 
a  beautiful  place,  where  they  secure  rest  and  comfort  while  being  treated. 
Write  us,  state  patient's  condition,  and  ask  for  terms  of  admission. 

Professional  Correspondence      pLm^„„m  f  WM.  SHEPARD,  M.  D„ 

Solicited.  mystctana,  j  BI8H0P  McMiLLEN,  M.  D. 

Telephone  889.  Shepard's  Sanitarium,  Columbus,  O. 
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Dr.  D.  C.  Avres,  K  M.  I.  1889,  sticks  to  a  good  business  at  Glen- 
ville,  Ky. 

Dr.  L.  B.  Laws,  Amer.  Med.  Coll.  1880,  is  happy  in  his  business  at 
Simmons,  Mo. 

Dr.  T.  Jensen,  E.  M.  I.  1874,  enjoys  his  old  time  prosperity,  at 
Spring  Grove,  Minn. 

Locations. — Good  location  at  Lacon,  111.  Address,  with  stamp,  J. 
W.  Potts,  M.  D.,  Lacon,  111. 

Location  at  Chisomville,  Ark.  Address,  with  stamp,  George  Kid- 
well,  M.  D. 

M.  Worline,  M  D.,  of  Cus'ar,  Ohio,  a  graduate  of  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Institute  in  1867,  died  December  2,  189a 

Dr.  C.  H.  Doss,  E.  M  I  1876,  continues  his  grip  upon  the  "grippe" 
and  upon  the  people  about  Pittsfield,  111. 

Another  of  the  sturdy  pioneers  of  the  old  Institute  is  still  active  in 
the  work— Dr.  W.  B.  Squire,  E  M.  I.  1857,  of  Worthington,  Ind. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Hull,  E.  M  I.  1852,  has  retired  from  practice.  He  re- 
sides at  Crawfordsville,  Iowa. 

We  were  much  pleased  to  hear  pleasantly  from  Dr.  W.  S.  Turner, 
E.  M.  I.  1874,  of  Waynesfield,  O.  lie  Has  turned  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  his  bailiwick  "topsy  turvy,"  and  has  "chosen  the  best.*' 

A  pleasant  letter  is  before  us  from  Dr.  B.  K.  Jones,  E.  M.  I,  the 
president  of  the  Ohio  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  He  makes  mat- 
ters quite  lively  in  his  neighborhood,  and  state  interests  will  not  suffer. 

Dr.  Wm.  Shepard,  Elll  1853,  of  SheparcVs  Sanitarium,  of  Co- 
lumbus, O.,  one  of  the  best  and  most  quiet  places  in. this  country  for 
the  treatment  of  chronic  nervous  and  mental  diseases,  is,  at  present, 
taking  a  rest  in  Texas.  Part  of  his  time  is  spent  in  hunting  and  fishing. 


--<-r**^fi^_2Sanr>^ 


READING    NOTICES. 


The  Fcnk  and  Waonalls  Standard  Dictionary  and  Cyclopedia  is 
sold  by  subscription  only.  It  has  more  vocabulary  terms,  is  better 
bound,  and  has  many  hew  and  valuable  features  that  are  not  found 
in  the  Standard  Dictionary  sold  by  the  trade.  It  has  nearly  350,000 
vocabulary  terms  and  entries,  75,000  more  than  any  other  dictionary 
of  the  language.  Its  definitions  were  not  taken,  as*  a  whole  or  in  part, 
from  any  other  work.  It  is  constructed  on  original  plans,  and  is  new 
from  beginning  to  end  in  definitions,  illustrations  and  quotations  by 
247  syecialists  and  533  readers  for  new  quotations.  It  has  125,000 
synonyms  and  antonyms,  5,000  illustrations,  400  are  in  natural  colors, 
and  is  acknowledged  by  the  most  eminent  scholars  and  scientists,  as 
well  as  the  press  of  the  world,  to  be  the  most  complete  and  srtisfac- 
tory  dictionary  ever  published  in  any  country  or  language. 
The  Fuller  JJook  Co.,  General  Agents,  Kalamazoo,  Mich, 
Cincinnati  office :  439  Race  St    G.  A.  Clause,  Manager. 

Hydbozone. — I  desire  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  its 
value  in  the  treatment  of  gastric  and  intestinal  disorders.  In  gas- 
tritis, for  example,  there  is  no  antiseptic  which  can  be  given  with  so 


64  THE  ECLECTIC  NEWS. 


much  benefit  as  this  remedy,  because  its  effect  is  immediate,  and  even 
in  considerable  doses  it  is  absolutely  harmless.  The  same  is  true  in 
regard  to  its  employment  in  typhoid  fever,  cholera  infantum,  and 
Asiatic  cholera,  In  the  latter  disease  its  efficacy  has  been  thoroughly 
demonstrated  by  a  number  of  well-known  physicians,  and  its  applica- 
bility in  cholera  infantum  is  well  known  to  those  physicians  who  have 
given  careful  attention  to  the  most  modern  methods  in  the  treatment 
of  this  class  of  diseases. — John  Aulde,  M.  D. ,  in  Netv  York  Medical 
Journal. 


Chronic  Pleurisy. — On  June  2d  of  this  year,  a  lady  came  into  my 
office  in  a  greatly  disturbed  state  of  mind,  telling  me  that  she  haa 
suffered  from  an  attack  of  pleurisy  since  March  1st,  and  now  she  had 
been  told  that  **it  had  turned  into  an  abscess  on  the  lung. "  On  ex- 
amination there  were  evidences  of  adhesions  at  the  base  of  the  right 
lung,  also  indications  of  a  small  amount  of  fluid  which  I  suspected 
would  be  pus.  However,  the  exploring  needle  proved  it  to  be  of  a 
serous  nature,  slightly  cloudy,  due  to  the  presence  of  a  few  pus  cells. 
The  following  treatment  was  outlined,  and,  I  am  happy  to  say,  was 
faithfully  executed  : 

Protonuclein  tablets,  three  grains  (Reed  and  Carnrick),  half  an  hour 
before  meals  and  at  bedtime,  subsequently  increased  to  five  tablets 
per  diem.  Also  ten  minims  of  fluid  extract  of  cascara  at  bedtime,  to 
regulate  the  bowels,  which  were  in  a  torpid  condition.  Besides  this, 
the  surface  over  the  painful  area  was  painted  with  iodine  every  second 
or  third  evening,  as  the  condition  of  the  skin  permitted. 

The  result  of  this  treatment  was,  that  the  patient  gained  flesh  at  the 
rate  of  a  pound  a  week  and  strength  in  accordance.  The  temperature 
became  normal  at  the  end  of  the  second  week,  and  deep  inspiration 
gave  no  pain  early  in  the  third  week.  No  trace  of  fluid  could  be 
found  by  the  tenth  day,  while  after  eight  weeks  of  treatment  the  pa- 
tient declared  that  she  never  felt  better  in  her  life. — Dr.  Cooke  in 
New  York  Medical  Journal. 


Rest  in  Diphtheria. — Rest  is  one  of  the  sweetest  words  in  our  lan- 
guage, and  in  the  management  of  no  disease  is  this  more  true,  than  in 
diphtheria.  In  keeping  with  the  experience  of  Prof.  T.  E.  Murrell, 
ex- vice  president  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  Dr.  Pol- 
lack, of  Si  Louis,  who  have  found  Antikamnia  valuable  as  a  reliever 
of  the  pain  of  nocturnal  earache,  it  has  also  been  found  of  great  value 
as  a  sleep  producer  in  these  cases.  Given  in  two  and  a  half  to  five 
grains  every  two  to  four  hours,  there  is  no  depression  nor  have  other 
than  satisfactory  results  been  obtained.  In  the  treatment  of  any  neu- 
roses of  the  larynx,  coughs,  bronchial  affections,  la  grippe  and  its  se- 
quelae, as  well  as  chronic  neuroses,  clinical  reports  verify  the  value  of 
codeine  in  combination  with  antikamnia,  the  therapeutical  value  of 
both  being  enhanced  by  combination. 


I  have  read  and  watched  what  has  been  said  of  Sanmetto,  and  often 
wondered  why  I  did  not  get  any  results  from  it  in  my  practice.  When 
I  received  my  September  Medical  Brief,  and  reaa  of  the  grand  re- 
sults advertised  therein  by  the  Od  Chem.  Co.,  I  went  over  the  ground 
to  try  to  find  out  the  troubla     To  my  surprise  I  found  that  all  my 

Eatients  had  been  furnished  and  were  taking  palmetto  where  Sanmetto 
ad  been  ordered.     I  intend  to  watch  this  matter  more  closely. — P.  J. 
Gerlaoh,  M.  D.,  Spokane,  Wash. 
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ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


CESAREAN    SECTION. 
By  Prof.  E.  L.  Standlee,  fl.  DH  St.  Louis. 

HAVING  noticed  in  the  December  number  of  the  Journal  an 
article  on  ' 'Obstetric  Accidents,"  I  was  forcibly  reminded  of  a 
recent  experience  in  that  line  which  has  some  peculiar  and  very  inter- 
esting features.  The  case  proved  to  be  one  complicated  with  uterine 
fibro-myomata. 

History. — Mrs.  C,  of  Brooklyn,  111,  aged  30  years,  had  been  a  suf- 
ferer from  what  is  generally  termed  female  trouble,  for  about  two 
years.  Had  a  miscarriage,  and  had  not  been  the  same  woman  since. 
Had  one  confinement  at  full  term  previous  to  this  miscarriage — a  pro- 
tracted, tedious  labor,  but  properly  terminated,  and  the  child,  a  male, 
is  still  living.  During  the  two  years  of  illness  following  the  miscar- 
riage, much  treatment  had  been  taken  from  many  physicians,  with 
little  or  no  improvement.  Finally,  becoming  disgusted  somewhat 
with  "doctoring,"  she  began  some  treatment  suggested  by  a  friend, 
and  gave  the  doctors,  as  well  as  herself,  a  rest.  But  in  the  mean 
time,  she  became  pregnant  again,  and  made  her  arrangements  to  be 
sick,  hoping  that  recovery  from  this  would  leave  her  again  well. 

As  labor  approached  a  midwife  was  engaged  and  called,  and  sup- 
posing all  to  be  well,  labor  was  allowed  to  continue  for  about  twelve 
hours.  The  head  came  down  at  the  end  of  this  time,  and  shortly 
afterward  disappeared.  Considerable  hemorrhage  followed,  and  the 
midwife,  waiting  some  six  hours  more  with  no  reappearance  of  the 
head,  and  still  some  hemorrhage,  became  alarmed  and  sent  for  a  phy- 
sician. Dr.  G.  N.  Hess,  of  Venice,  a  neighboring  town,  was  called, 
vol.  lvh. — I 
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and,  upon  making  an  examination,  discovered  a  ruptured  uterus,  and 
the  child  in  the  peritoneal  cavity,  as  he  thought  A  messenger  was 
sent  for  me  to  come  at  once.  Upon  my  arrival  I  made  an  examina- 
tion of  the  case,  and  fully  concurred  in  the  diagnosis  of  Dr.  Hess, 
finding  the  rupture  to  be  between  the  anterior  cervical  wall  and  the 
vagina.  The  patient  was  then  very  much  exhausted,  abdomen  swol- 
len considerably,  and  the  general  outlook  quite  unfavorable. 

Preparations  were  made  as  rapidly  as  possible  for  delivery  by  ab- 
dominal section.  Let  me  say  here,  that  surgery  in  a  well  arranged 
hospital  becomes  a  very  pleasant  and  beautiful  work,  and  in  my  opin- 
ion approaches  more  nearly  an  exact  science  than  any  other  depart- 
ment of  medical  science ;  and  yet  we  are  frequently  forced  to  cry  out 
and  hold  our  breath,  as  it  were,  in  holy  horror,  when  we  witness  ex- 
tensive surgical  operations  performed  for  correction  of  minor  infirmi- 
ties, which  frequently  can  only  leave  the  patient  more  afflicted  in  the 
end  than  in  the  beginning — committing,  as  it  were,  capital  offenses 
against  the  human  family  in  the  name  of  our  beautiful  science  of 
surgery. 

Well,  our  patient  being  now  ready,  the  abdomen  is  opened  in  the 
median  line,  between  the  umbilicus  and  the  pubes,  about  five  inches. 
The  placenta  is  found  beneath,  and  being  drawn  out,  a  large  amount 
of  blood,  water,  strings  of  lymph,  and  considerable  pus,  are  turned 
out  The  feet  present  next,  and  a  large  male  child  is  delivered,  dead, 
of  course,  for  the  uterus  had  expelled  its  entire  contents  into  the  ab- 
dominal cavity. 

The  abdomen  is  now  flushed  with  hot  sterilized  water,  and  the  ute- 
rus lifted  into  the  wound.  A  large  fibro-ingoma  is  at  once  seen  to  oc- 
cupy the  anterior  wall,  extending  well  down  into  the  anterior  wall  of 
the  cervix  and  vagina,  ruptured  from  its  entire  anterior  attachment 
Uterine  arteries  are  now  transfixed  and  ligated  with  antiseptic  silk, 
and  posterior  detachment  of  vagina  accomplished,  and  uterus  lifted 
out  Ligatures  all  turned  into  vagina,  cavity  again  flushed,  drainage 
established  through  vagina,  and  abdominal  wound  closed. 

The  patient  rallied  nicely  from  the  anaesthetic  (A.  C.  E.  mixture), 
and  manifested  but  slight  shock.  A  cloth  wet  with  vinegar  and  placed 
over  the  nose  and  mouth  for  a  few  hours,  has  a  most  wonderful  effect 
in  resuscitating  the  patient  from  the  effect  of  the  anaesthetic,  as  well 
as  preventing  nausea  and  vomiting,  all  of  which  are  very  desirable  in 
all  cases  of  surgical  operation,  thereby  affording  the  best  opportuni 
ties  for  rapid  and  uninterrupted  healing,  as  well  as  lessening  the 
amount  of  shock. 

However,  the  active  inflammation  already  begun  in  the  peritoneal 
structures,  was  only  stayed  for  a  few  hours,  and  my  patient  began  to 
weaken,  the  abiDmsn  became  tympanitic  and  considerably  swollen, 
and  death  followed  thirty  hours  after  the  operation. 

In  this  case  the  accident  seems  to  have  been  one  that  could  hardly 
hive  b33n  avoided  at  the  tima ;  for  I  very  much  doubt  if  an  expert 
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diagnostician  could  have  with  certainty  made  out  the  exact  conditions 
present  The  largest  tumor  was  located  in  the  anterior  uterine  wall, 
extending  well  down  in  the  wall  of  the  cervix,  and  so  pressed  against 
the  posterior  part  of  the  pubic  arch  as  to  prevent  descent  of  the  uterus 
into  the  true  pelvis.  The  tissues  surrounding  this  were  very  friable, 
so  when  the  head  was  forced  through  the  cervix  into  the  vagina,  it  was 
not  well  enough  into  the  bony  ring  to  be  supported,  and  therefore  the 
strain  was  too  great  on  the  soft  parts,  and  rupture  was  an  inevitable 
result 

The  conditions  now  are  recoznizable,  as  was  proven  by  the  correct- 
ness of  the  diagnosis  made  by  Dr.  Hess,  some  hours  after  the  acci- 
dent, and  had  the  operation  been  performed  at  once,  there  would  have 
been,  in  my  opinion,  many  chances  for  recovery  of  the  mother,  though 
little  hope  for  the  child,  the  placenta  being  detached,  of  course,  and 
expelled  from  the  uterus  through  the  rent  Here  is  a  mistake,  alas ! 
which  too  often  occurs,  and  thousands  of  women  and  children  are  sac- 
rificed because  midwives  and  poorly  educated  physicians  will  carry  a 
patient  as  far  as  they  know  and  much  farther,  and  still  not  send  for  a 
"doctor"  until  possibly  an  irreparable  in  jury  is  done.  The  educa- 
tional qualifications  of  our  physicians  should  be  well  up  to  the  mark ; 
and  all  midwives  should  be  measured  by  the  same  rule  and  require- 
ment, and  then  we  would  begin  to  look  forward  to  the  "medical  mil- 
lennium" which  doctors  have  talked  and  written  about,  and  even 
fondly  dreamed  of,  since  the  days  of  JEsculapius,  but  which  the  world 
has  never  yet  seen. 


NERVOUS     DISTURBANCES    FOLLOWINO    INJURY    TO  THE 

TESTICLE. 
By  B.  Roswell  Hubbard,  M.  D.f  Sandusky,  0. 

WHEN  a  man  receives  a  severe  injury  to  the  testicle,  one  of 
two  local  disturbances  is  likely  to  take  place,  orchitis,  or 
epididymitis ;  however,  it  is  not  at  all  uncommon  to  see  both  affec- 
tions resulting  from  the  same  injur}. 

Epididymitis  is  more  frequently  met  with  as  the  result  of  an  injury 
than  orchitis,  owing  to  the  greater  exposed  condition  of  the  epididymis. 
The  body  of  the  testicle  is  not  to  so  great  an  extent  exposed,  it  being 
enveloped  in  a  tunic  of  a  dense,  unyielding  membrane,  and  not  so 
susceptible  to  inflammatory  action. 

Owing  to  the  left  testicle  hanging  lower  than  the  right,  it  is  recorded 
to  be  twice  as  often  injured  as  the  right ;  this  is  due,  too,  to  the  fact, 
that  the  scrotum  does  not  afford  the  gland  so  great  a  protection.  Let 
me,  in  this  connection,  state,  that  the  left  testicle  is  more  liable  to  in- 
flammation from  the  intricate  and  somewhat  peculiar  vascular  supply. 
I  especially  wish  to  mention  the  liability  to  ol>struction  of  the  left 
spermatic  vein  from  pressure,  as  it  passes  under  the  sigmoid  flexure, 
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from  a  distended  bowel ;  and  also  its  indirect  communication  with  the 
vena  cava  through  the  renal  vein,  which  it  enters  at  a  right  angle,  the 
right  spermatic  vein  emptying  into  the  cava  at  an  acute  angle. 

The  left  spermatic  vein  is  also  unprovided  with  a  valve  at  the 
point  of  entrance  into  the  renal  vein.  These  conditions,  which  are 
believed  to  cause  the  frequency  of  varicocele  in  the  left  side,  are  also 
sufficient  to  produce  local  congestion,  a  powerful  predisposing  cause 
of  inflammatory  attacks.  So  much  for  the  seeming  faulty  venous  sup- 
pi}-  to  these  organs. 

Let  us  now  look  for  the  source  and  distribution  of  the  nervous  sup- 
ply, that  will  figure  largely  in  the  report  of  two  casef!  which  will  be 
fonnd  below.  The  branches  are  mentioned  according  to  their  impor- 
tance, viz. :  ilio-inguinal  branch  of  the  lumbar  plexus,  the  genital 
branch  of  the  genito-crual  nerve,  the  two  superficial  perineal  branches 
of  the  internal  pudic,  and  the  inferior  pudendal  branch  of  the  small 
sciatic  nerve.  It  seems  unnecessary  to  trace  to  its  origin  each  of  ihe 
branches  mentioned,  but  upon  reference  to  the  anatomy  of  these  nerves 
it  will  be  clearly  shown  that  they  spring*from  spinal  trunks  and  plex- 
uses, some  of  which  are  the  most  important  within  the  pelvic  cavity. 
This  nervous  supply  kept  well  in  mind,  the  great  shock  experienced 
from  injuries  to  these  organs  can  the  more  readily  be  accounted  for. 

The  constitutional  effect  of  an  injury  to  these  organs  may  be  slight 
or  pronounced.  When  slight,  there  is  ordinarily  sickness,  vomiting, 
and  cold  perspiration,  with  a  speedy  recovery,  leaving,  perhaps,  only 
a  slight  tenderness  of  the  testicle. 

The  results  of  the  more  severe  injuries  are  more  prostrating,  the 
immediate  effects  of  which  resembling  a  good  deal  the  symptoms  pro- 
duced by  an  injury  to  the  viscera  of  the  abdomen,  owing  to  the  con- 
nection of  the  nerves  with  those  of  the  organs  in  the  abdominal  cavity. 
The  patient  instantly  experiences  acute  pain,  which  extends  up  to  the 
loins  and  forces  him  to  bend  his  body  forward  for  relief,  and  he  is 
seized  with  a  sickening  sensation,  which  is  often  accompanied  with 
syncope,  vomiting  and  cold  perspiration. 

But  these  symptoms  are  in  most  cases  transient,  and  in  many  in- 
stances, after  recovery  from  the  first  effects  of  the  injury,  no  further 
ill  consequences  are  experienced ;  the  effused  blood  is  removed,  and 
the  testis,  after  remaining  tender  for  a  few  days,  is  gradually  restored 
to  its  former  healthy  state. 

In  cases  where  the  inflammatory  action  runs  high,  the  local  condi- 
tion is  apt  to  be  characterized  by  swelling  of  the  testicle,  and  exuda- 
tion into  the  cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis ;  the  scrotum  is  enlarged, 
reddened,  and  very  painful  to  the  touch.  Suppuration  seldom  occurs, 
but  when  it  does  there  is  present  the  usual  symptoms,  as  throbbing 
pain,  chills,  and  hectic  fever. 

Some  two  years  ago  I  attended  a  young  man  who  gave  this  history : 
A  few  hours  previous  to  my  visit  he  was  lying  on  the  ground,  when 
his  companion  gave  him  a  spanking  blow  upon  the  buttocks,  the  left 
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testicle  receiving  nearly  the  full  force  of  the  stroka  The  injury  to  the 
testicle  was  so  great,  the  shock  so  pronounced,  that  it  was  fully  an 
hour  before  the  spasmodic  condition  into  which  he  lapsed  was  brought 
under  partial  control.  For  three  days  following  the  injury  he  had  fre- 
quent attacks  of  violent  headache,  accompanied  with  nervous  twitch- 
ing of  arms  and  legs,  with  a  cramping  condition  of  muscular  structure 
following.  Under  the  use  of  chloral,  gelsemium,  magnesium  phos- 
phate, and  massage  application,  the  case  gradually  improved. 

The  second  case  I  wish  to  report  presents  the  characteristic  symp- 
toms so  complete  I  will  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  case. 

The  patient,  aged  40  years,  a  butcher  by  occupation,  and  possessed 
of  a  good  constitution,  received  a  severe  kick  from  a  bullock  that  he 
was  in  the  act  of  killing.  He  immediately  experienced  a  sensation  of 
faintness,  but  continued  about  his  work,  and  retired  that  night  to  all 
appearances  as  well  as  usual  On  the  following  day,  which  was  cold 
and  wet,  he  did  a  little  work  about  the  house  and  shop,  and  in  the 
afternoon  rode  and  walked  about  ten  miles ;  on  the  third  day  he  was 
obliged  to  give  up  his  work  and  informed  his  employer  that  he  was 
seriously  hurt.  At  this  stage  of  the  trouble  I  saw  him,  two  days  after 
the  injury. 

I  found  him  with  a  pale  countenance,  slow  pulse,  scarcely  60  beats 
to  the  minute ;  scrotum  swollen  to  twice  its  normal  size  and  of  a  dark 
red  color,  the  right  testicle  apparently  uninjured,  while  the  left  was 
very  tender  and  intolerant  of  the  slightest  pressure.  Prescribed  fomen- 
tation of  hops,  preceded  by  local  application  of  veratrum  and  witch- 
hazel,  with  aconite  and  Pulsatilla  taken  internally,  in  alternation  with 
Phytolacca  and  an  occasional  anodyne  to  assuage  severe  pain. 

On  the  fourth  day  the  general  symptoms  were  about  the  same ;  the 
scrotum  and  testicle  were  somewhat  more  swollen.  I  now  ordered  the 
swollen  and  tender  parts  painted  with  dynamyne,  one  part  \o  two  of 
camphor  water  every  hour,  the  tender  scrotum  supported  by  applica- 
tion of  absorbent  cotton,  the  bowels  to  be  moved  with  a  saline  ca- 
thartic. 

The  fifth  day  found  him  with  some  fever,  face  flushed,  pulse  £0  and 
wiry,  left  testicle  more  swollen,  painful,  spermatic  cord  very  tender 
on  pressure. 

The  morning  of  the  sixth  day  found  him  a  little  more  comfortable ; 
about  noon  he  left  his  bed  and  went  to  an  adjoining  room  to  the  wa- 
ter-closet, where  he  remained  long  enough  to  become  chilled;  in 
the  evening  I  was  asked  to  see  him,  the  messenger  stating  that  he 
could  not  be  awakened.  He  had  been  suddenly  seized  with  pain  in 
the  precordial  region,  followed  with  a  few  minutes  of  active  delirium, 
after  which  his  speech  failed  him,  his  jaws  became  set,  his  lips  com- 
pressed, angles  of  the  mouth  drawn  backward  and  rather  upward, 
eyes  rolled  upward  and  inward,  so  as  to  nearly  conceal  the  iris  when 
the  lids  were  forcibly  raised,  fingers  slightly  flexed,  legs  extended,  ab- 
dominal muscles  tense  and  hard,   arms  flexed  at  right  angles,  chest 
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firmly  fixed,  breathing  slow,  diaphragmatic,  and  abdominal ;  muscu- 
lar system  generally  in  a  state  of  tonic  spasm,  so  that  in  raising  his 
head  the  whole  body  would  V)e  elevated  toward  the  erect  posture. 

I  at  once  gave  him  an  enema  of  glycerine,  terpentine  and  warm 
water,  moving  his  bowels  in  about  thirty  minutes ;  he  then  got  a  dose 
of  twenty  grains  of  chloral,  followed  with  gelsemium  in  alternation 
with  small  teaspoonf  ul  doses  of  passaflora. 

To  relieve  the  tension  of  the  scrotum  and  cord  I  made  two  or  three 
punctures,  allowing  an  ounce  or  more  of  bloody  serum  to  escape,  and 
advised  the  continuance  of  the  dynamyne  solution. 

The  eighth  day  found  him  a  little  easier,  muscles  not  so  rigid,  but 
still  incapable  of  talking.  I  directed  hot  applications  to  the  extremi- 
ties with  friction,  and  a  repetition  of  the  terpentine  enema,  which  re- 
lieved the  bowels  of  large  quantities  of  gas ;  about  five  o'clock  he  was 
slightly  delirious,  and  talked  incoherently,  the  first  that  he  had  spo- 
ken during  the  day ;  soon  after  he  was  seized  with  violent  tetanic  con- 
vulsions, attended  with  loss  of  sense,  motion,  and  deglutition.  Co- 
pious enemas  of  very  warm  water,  glycerine,  and  turpentine,  resulted 
in  relaxing  the  spasmodic  condition,  and  he  soon  after  became  quite 
rational  and  able  to  converse  with  those  about  him. 

The  morning  of  the  ninth  found  him  comfortable,  although  he  had 
during  the  day  a  slight  tetanic  spasm.  The  treatment  of  the  day  pre- 
vious was  continued,  the  testicle  not  so  painful,  but  still  enlarged, 
swelling  of  the  scrotum  diminishing,  pulse  fifty,  temperature  ninety- 
eight  He  rested  well  during  the  night  of  the  eighth,  and  the  same 
treatment  continued ;  he  was  nervous  during  the  afternoon,  and  in- 
clined to  fight  when  disturbed. 

His  condition  remained  about  the  same  during  the  tenth,  eleventh, 
and  twelfth,  his  pulse  ranging  between  fifty  and  eighty,  the  tempera- 
ture not  going  above  one-hundred  and  one,  talking  some  of  getting 
up  and  walking  around.  Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  thirteenth  he 
complained  of  pain  in  the  head  and  right  hip.  Soon  after  this  he 
again  lapsed  into  a  delirious  state,  singing  and  talking  incoherently, 
apparently  unconscious  of  his  actions.  This  condition  lasted  about 
two  hours,  when  he  became  rational  and  rested  quite  well  during  the 
night,  though  he  continued  to  complain  by  signs  (as  he  could  not 
speak)  of  pain  in  his  hip  and  leg.  By  this  time  the  right  leg  began 
to  swell,  and  at  my  next  visit  I  found  him  complaining  bitterly  of  pain, 
and  constantly  pointing  to  the  calf  of  the  leg ;  the  crural  vein  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  thigh  was  hard  and  swollen ;  the  slightest  touch 
made  him  scream  with  pain ;  pulse  80,  small,  skin  cool,  tongue  furred 
but  moist  Ordered  a  saline  cathartic,  fomentations  to  the  painful 
part  of  the  leg,  and  an  anodyne  to  promote  rest  and  sleep,  after  which 
he  felt  refreshed  and  seemed  better  in  every  way  except  the  affected 
leg,  which  by  this  time  had  become  swollen,  tense,  and  shining,  the 
foot  presenting  a  dark  purple  color. 

The  morning  of  the  fourteenth  found  him  resting  comfortably,  quite 
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free  from  pain,  swelling  of  the  leg  diminished,  thigh  more  swollen 
and  tender,  complains  of  pain  in  the  hip,  pulse  75,  tongue  becoming 
brown  in  the  center.  I  continued  hop  fomentation  to  the  thigh,  and 
gave  him  baptisia  and  Phytolacca  in  alternation  with  echinacea,  with 
an  occasional  enema  to  insure  a  passage  from  the  bowels. 

Hie  next  day  his  symptoms  were  unchanged  except  that  the  upper 
part  of  the. thigh  was  more  tender,  pulse  80,  soft,  temperature  101°, 
swelling  had  gone  down. 

During  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  days  he  remained  about  the 
same  except  that  he  would  perspire  freely  at  times ;  during  these  exa- 
cerbations he  was  given  three  grain  doses  of  quinine  and  an  occasional 
dose  of  mineral  acid. 

Hie  eighteenth  found  his  symptoms  aggravated.  At  this  visit  he  com- 
plained of  pain  in  his  left  leg  and  hip,  which  are  considerably  swollen 
and  very  tender,  with  intense  pain  in  the  calf,  veins  of  inside  of  thigh 
hard  and  painful,  pulse  80,  hard.  Prescribed  anodynes  and  fomentation 
to  the  entire  length  of  leg.  The  evening  found  him  still  worse,  perspi- 
ration profuse,  pulse  feeble.  Here  again  resorted  to  local  application 
of  dynamyne  to  painful  parts,  which  had  the  desired  effect 

The  nineteenth  he  was  not  suffering  so  much  from  pain  as  yester- 
day ;  left  leg  continues  to  swell,  pulse  70  and  small,  tongue  moist  and 
slightly  furred ;  in  the  evening  he  complained  of  great  pain  in  both 
legs,  also  in  the  back  and  loins,  perspiration  profuse.  I  now  put 
him  on  quinine  ,  three  grains  every  three  hours,  and  liquid  beef  pep- 
toncrids,  and  other  nourishing  foods. 

No  change  of  symptoms  on  the  twentieth  day  except  the  continued 
swelling  of  left  leg  and  scrotum. 

During  the  three  following  days  the  swelling  of  the  left  leg  contin- 
ued to  increase  until  it  attained  nearly  the  size  of  the  right,  which  had 
a  circumference  around  the  thigh  of  eight  inches  more  than  normal ; 
the  pain  most  of  the  time  was  severe  and  seated  in  the  calf. 

Hie  twenty-fourth  found  him  again  improving,  the  swelling  of  the 
legs  was  subsiding,  this  having  commenced  in  the  night,  countenence 
cheerful,  bowels  quite  regular,  tongue  cleaning. 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-sixth  he  again  fell  into  an  unconscious 
condition,  neck  and  limbs  stiff ;  when  flexed  by  gentle  efforts,  they 
would  remain  fixed  in  the  same  position  as  they  were  left  He  con- 
tinned  in  this  condition  during  the  night  but  in  the  morning  I  was 
able  to  arouse  him  sufficiently  to  make  him  speak  and  take  drinks ; 
poke  while  sleeping  was  55,  when  roused  up  it  increased  to  65.  From 
this  time  on  his  amendment  was  decided,  the  swelling  of  the  right  leg 
subsided  rapidly,  but  that  of  the  left  more  slowly,  the  pain  continu- 
ing in  the  thigh  and  left  iliac  region. 

The  two  following  days  he  had  distressing. paroxysms  of  rigidity  of 
the  limbs,  with  real  or  affected  inability  to  swallow  or  speak,  and  en- 
tire unconsciousness,  pulse  52  and  sluggish,  temperature  below  nor- 
mal   During  the  evening  he  regained  consciousness  and  complained 
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of  great  pain  in  the  head.  Full  doses  of  gelsemiuin  and  rhus  tox  and 
a  mustard  draft  to  the  nape  of  the  neck  soon  relieved  all  of  his  painful 
symptoms.  From  this  time  on  there  was  a  steady  improvement,  and 
in  two  weeks  he  returned  to  his  labor. 

A  subsequent  examination  of  the  left  testicle  found  it  much  smaller, 
elongated,  and  very  hard,  otherwise  there  were  no  traces  of  this  dis- 
ease apparent. 

The  particular  features  of  the  foregoing  case  worthy  of  notice  are  the 
unusual  symptoms  referable  to  the  cerebrospinal  system,  and  the 
subsequent  attack  of  crural  phlebitis. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  account  for  the  occurrence  of  tetanic  spasms 
simply,  so  frequehtiy  do  they  follow  traumatic  lesions,  although,  so 
far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  they  are  not  so  common  after  injury  to 
the  testicle  as  the  structure  and  sympathetic  relations  of  this  organ 
would  lead  us  to  expect.  For  when  acute  inflammation  attacks  the 
glandular  structure  of  the  testicle,  the  consequent  swelling  is  restrained 
by  the  firm,  fibrous,  inelastic  tunica  albuginea,  thus  giving  rise  to  the 
conditions  on  which  the  development  of  tetanus  usually  depends. 

That  the  tetanic  symptoms  arose  in  this  case  from  the  swelling  of 
the  substance  of  the  testicle,  and  consequent  tension  of  its  fibrous 
tunic,  is  very  evident  from  the  relief  to  these  symptoms  which  followed 
incision  of  this  covering. 

It  is  not  so  easy,  however,  to  explain  the  symptoms  pertaining  to 
the  head.  Sympathy  of  the  brain  with  irritation  and  inflammation  of 
the  testicle  has  been  observed  as  a  consequence  of  gonorrhoea  attended 
with  inflammation,  pain,  and  swelling  of  the  testicles. 

In  a  case  that  came  under  my  observation  some  years  ago,  some 
two  weeks  after  the  exposure,  and  at  a  time  when  the  discharge  had 
nearly  stopped,  the  patient  was  attacked  with  violent  fever,  quick 
pulse,  and  active  delirium,  which  continued  for  two  days.  Fomenta- 
tions applied  to  the  scrotum,  and  an  occasional  suppository  of  conium 
and  henbane,  relieved  the  acute  pain;  the  discharge  re-appeared, 
when  the  brain  symptoms  entirely  subsided.  Upon  taking  a  long 
walk  the  irritation  and  swelling  of  the  testicle  returned,  attended  by 
the  same  brain  trouble  as  experienced  before. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say,  that  the  attack  of  phlebitis,  during  what 
was  thought  to  be  the  period  of  convalescence,  was  an  unexpected 
and  well  nigh  fatal  complication.  It  is  difficult  to  trace  its  origin  in 
the  progress  of  the  case,  and  must  be  referred,  on  general  principles, 
to  the  extension  of  the  inflammation  of  the  veins  or  lymphatics  of  the 
cord  to  the  crural  vessels.  The  return  of  the  swelling  of  the  scrotum 
with  the  inflammation  of  the  veins,  showed  the  sympathy  which  ex- 
isted pathologically  between  them ;  and  it  would  not  be  improper  to 
trace  in  this  coincidence  a  causative  relation. 
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DISORDERS    OF    THE    URINE. 

By  Prof.  Edwin  Freeman,  ft.  D.,  Cincinnati. 

(Continued  from  page  563,  vol.  lvi.) 

COLOR — The  color  of  the  urine  varies  from  pale  or  straw-colored, 
which  is  less  than  that  of  normal  urine,  to  that  which  is  more 
highly  colored,  reddish-yellow,  to  red  color.  Dark  urine  is  of  a  deep 
led,  brown,  or  black  color.  The  variations  in  color  are  due  to  the 
varying  proportions  of  water  and  urinary  pigments  dissolved  in  it  It 
is  best  observed  by  having  it  passed  into  a  white  vessel,  or  by  exam- 
ining a  sufficient  quantity  of  it  in  a  cylindrical  glass.  Deep  red, 
brown,  or  blackish  urine  is  colored  by  foreign  substances. 

Watery  urine  is  jHxle,  and  occurs  when  secretion  is  rapid,  and  after 
exposure  to  cold,  or  after  large  draughts  of  liquid.  It  occurs  also  in 
diabetes  mellitus  and  insipidus,  in  anaemia,  chlorosis,  hysterical 
spasms,  granular  kidney,  asthma,  and  various  nervous  conditions. 

High-  rolored  urine  occurs  in  febrile  conditions  which  increase  the 
urinary  pigments,  or  after  profuse  perspiration  which  diminishes  the 
proportion  of  water,  or  after  a  hearty  meal.  It  also  occurs  in  diseases 
of  the  liver. 

When  bile  is  mixed  with  the  urine  it  produces  tints  of  brown  or 
green.  Blood  or  haemoglobin  in  urine  gives  it  a  smoky,  blood-red,  or 
copper  color.  Pus  with  blood  in  a  strongly  alkaline  urine  gives  it  a 
greenish-brown  color.  In  cases  of  melanotic  cancer,  the  urine,  after 
standing  in  the  vessel  for  a  while,  becomes  blackish  or  black.  Car- 
bolic acid  or  creasote,  when  used  abundantly  externally  or  taken  inter- 
nally, may  cause  the  urine  to  appear  blackish  or  black. 

QrANTiTT. — The  ordinary  average  quantity  of  urine  passed  in  twen- 
ty-four hours  may  he  said  to  be  about  fifty  ounces,  with  a  variation  of 
about  one-fifth  above  or  below  that  amount  Whatever  increases  the 
arterial  tension,  as  cold  or  nervousness,  increases  the  quantity  of  the 
urine,  while  their  opposites  favor  its  diminution. 

A  persistent  increase  of  quantity,  with  the  presence  of  sugar,  would 
indicate  diabetes  mellitus;  an  increase  without  sugar  or  albumen, 
would  diagnose  polyuria.  An  increase  with  the  presence  of  consider- 
able albumen,  would  indicate  waxey  kidney ;  with  but  little  albumen 
and  a  high  arterial  tension,  a  granular  kidney  would  be  indicated. 
The  latter  disease,  near  a  fatal  termination,  is  characterized  by  a  dim- 
inution of  the  quantity  of  urine.  A  diminution  may  also  occur  as  the 
result  of  chronic  inflammation,  with  acute  exacerbations,  of  the  kid- 
ney and  inflammation  of  the  renal  glomeruli,  and  also  from  exposure 
to  heat  and  perspiration,  or  from  drinking  too  little  fluid. 

Specific  Gbavitt. — The  specific  gravity  is  obtained  by  the  use  of 
the  urinometer,  which  should  be  clean  and  dry  before  it  is  put  into  the 
urine,  and  should  not  be  allowed  to  touch  the  sides  of  the  urine  glass. 
The  urine  rises  upon  the  stem,  and  the  graduation  should  be  read  off 
just  below  the  apparent  surface  of  the  urine. 
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Although  the  average  specific  gravity  is  1.020,  it  may  vary  in  health 
from  1.010  to  1025,  or  beyond  those  limits,  but  it  is  temporary  and 
depends  upon  the  proportionate  amount  of  fluids  and  solids  excreted. 
A  persistently  high  specific  gravity  indicates  a  diseased  condition.  It 
generally  indicates  diabetes  mellitus  or  azoturia ;  or  it  may  exist  at 
the  beginning  of  acute  febrile  diseases,  or  in  acute  nephritis  with  he- 
maturia. It  is  increased  by  the  presence  of  albumen  alone,  or  by 
blood.  When  albumen  is  present  and  the  specific  quantity  is  dimin- 
ished, it  is  owing  to  lessened  amounts  of  the  other  urinary  constituents. 

Solid  Constituents — Azoturia. — The  solid  constituents  of  a  given 
amount  of  urine  are  determined  by  multiplying  the  last  two  figures"of 
the  specific  gravity  by  2.33,  which  will  give  the  amount  per  thousand 
grammes,  and  from  this  the  full  amount  can  be  reckoned.  They  are 
the  ashes  of  the  body,  and  their  amount  depends  on  the  degree  of  tis- 
sue change,  and  the  completeness  of  assimilation  of  food  substances 
consumed ;  and  their  quality  enables  us  to  determine  whether  there  is 
a  healthy  or  diseased  condition  of  these  processes. 

Those  present  in  health  are  (1)  nitrogenous  substances— urea,  uric 
acid,  xanthin,  etc.  ;  (2)  ferments — pepsin,  etc.  ;  (3)  salts — chlorides, 
sulphates,  phosphates,  etc.*  (4)  acids — oxalic,  lactic,  glycero- phos- 
phoric, partly  in  combination  and  partly  free,  and  sulphuric  acid, 
united  with  bases  ox  with  other  substances. 

The  abnormal  constituents  are  albumen,  blood,  mucus,  pus,  bile 
pigment,  bile  acids,  leucin,  tyrosin,  fat,  haemoglobin,  etc 

Urea. — Seventy  or  eighty  per  cent,  of  the  entire  nitrogen  excreted 
appears  in  the  urine  as  urea.  The  quantity  passed  by  a  healthy  man 
is,  on  an  average,  512.4  grains  in  twenty-four  hours.  It  is  the  ash  of 
the  nitrogenous  substances — food  or  tissues — which  have  undergone 
combustion  in  the  body.  Excessive  amounts  of  nitrogenous  food 
increase  its  quantity,  as  also  does  excessive  exercise.  There  is  a  limit 
to  the  amount  that  the  kidneys  will  excrete,  and  when  this  is  exceeded 
a  diarrhoea  is  nature's  method  of  getting  rid  of  the  excess. 

The  quantity  of  urea  varies  with  age  and  sex.  Water,  when  it  is 
drunk,  and  table  and  other  salts,  increase  the  absolute  amount  excre- 
ted in  the  twenty-four  hours.  When  the  excess  is  the  result  of  too 
rapid  tissue  change,  the  use  of  farinaceous  food  and  fats  diminishes 
it  When  there  is  an  excess  in  the  urine,  it  can  be  ascertained  by 
mixing  equal  parts  of  such  urine  and  strong  nitric  acid  in  a  test-tube, 
which  should  then  be  placed  in  cold  water.  The  crystals  of  nitrate  of 
urea  soon  form. 

When  the  percentage  of  urea  is  much  above  two  per  cent,  the  pa- 
tient will  be  found  to  be  feverish,  or  has  been  sweating  profusely,  or 
drinks  too  little  water,  and  he  may  be  liable  to  an  attack  of  rheuma- 
tism or  gout  When  it  is  much  below  that,  it  may  indicate  contracted 
kidney,  if  other  possible  causes,  as  cold,  mental  excitement  copious 
drinking,  etc.,  are  excluded. 

Azoturia  is  a  condition  of  the  urine  in  which  there  is  an  alisolute 
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and  relative  excess  of  urea  in  the  urine,  and  the  crystals  of  nitrate  of 
urea  are  at  once  produced  on  the  addition  of  nitric  acid.  It  may  ex- 
ist for  a  time  without  any  marked  abnormal  symptoms,  in  some  per- 
sona Usually  it  is  associated  with  gastrointestinal  disturbances  and 
nervous  symptoms.  There  is  constant  acidity  of  the  stomach,  and 
flatulence  with  or  without  eructation  of  gas.  There  is  languor,  ner- 
vousness, restlessness  at  night,  fatigue  after  slight  exertion,  bodily  or 
mental.  There  may  be  dull  pain  in  the  back,  with  irritation  at  the 
neck  of  the  bladder  and  a  constant  desire  to  urinate. 

If  such  persons  eat  largely  of  nitrogenous  food,  the  unassimilable 
products  of  imperfect  digestion  act  as  muscular  and  nerve  poisons, 
giving  rise  to  the  chain  of  symptoms  described. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  of  azoturia  consists  in  restricting  to  a 
minimum  the  use  of  nitrogenous  foods,  if  the  patient  is  using  more 
than  can  be  properly  digested,  or  restricting  to  a  less  degree  if  there 
is  evidently  excessive  tissue  waste.  Purgatives — saline — such  as  the 
Seidlitz  powder  when  the  stomach  is  empty,  or  the  cream  of  tartar 
whey  in  the  morning,  or  the  Hunyadi  Yanos  taken  frequently,  and 
an  occasional  cholagogue,  will  prevent  the  retention  of  undigested 
materials  in  the  intestines,  which,  if  absorbed,  act  as  poisona  Five 
grains  each  of  the  salicylates  of  bismuth  and  sodium,  half  an  hour 
after  meals,  will  lessen  the  acidity.  A  three-grain  pepsin  tablet  may 
be  taken  with  the  food,  or  a  few  drops  of  tincture  of  gentian  before 
meals,  to  increase  the  digestive  powers. 

The  patient  should  be  encouraged  to  take  moderate  exercise,  and 
yet  he  should  avoid  fatigue,  bodily  or  mental  For  the  nervous  ex- 
citability, gelsemium  or  Pulsatilla,  with  or  without  bromide  of  potas- 
sium, and  occasionally  tinci  opii  deed,  may  be  used. 

[To  be  continued.] 


TYPHOID  FEVER. 
By  C.  W.  Conley,  M.  D.,  Upshur,  0. 

ALTHOUGH  the  theme  of  this  article  is  familiar  to  the  readers 
of  our  valuable  Journal,  and  no  doubt  some  of  its  readers  are 
tired  of  hearing  the  subject  discussed,  yet  when  we  have  an  unfavor- 
able case  to  treat,  we  are  sometimes  like  a  drowning  man  and  ready 
to  "grab  at  a  straw."  Such  has  been  my  experience,  having  had 
from  one  to  four  cases  of  typhoid  on  my  visiting  list  since  last  ApriL 
Of  the  various  treatments  of  typhoid  fever,  they  all  fail  occasionally. 
Not  long  ago  an  agent  for  a  well  known  drug  company  called  on  me 
and  said,  "What  do  you  use  in  typhoid?"  I  answered,  "Specific 
medication. "  He  said,  "Ah !  you  ought  to  try  the  Woodbridge  treat- 
ment Here  is  Dr.  M.,  who  uses  it  entirely  and  never  loses  a  case," 
and  handed  me  a  lot  of  testimonials  on  the  subject.  These,  of  course, 
like  most  of  the  articles  in  our  medical  journals  usually  are,  report 
onlv  those  that  termitate  favorably. 
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Truly,  we  are  living  in  an  age  of  progression,  and  as  medical  men 
are  progressing  with  the  age,  the  old -adage  of  Franklin,  "Be  not  first 
the  new  to  adopt ;  be  not  last  the  old  to  drop,"  is  applicable  to  the 
medical  profession. 

The  Woodbridge  treatment  may  be  good,  the  Bland  treatment  may 
be  good  also,  but  specific  medication  is  equal  to  and  superior  to  either. 
No  doubt  many  lives  could  be  saved  that  are  lost,  were  it  not  for  un- 
wise experiments.  Of  all  professions,  the  medical  is  the  most  respon- 
sible and  the  least  remunerated. 

On  the  evening  of  August  20th,  Mr.  A.,  a  German,  robust  and  ap- 
parently hearty,  weight  about  200  pounds,  a  blacksmith,  called  at  my 
office.  Face  pale,  perspiring  freely,  temperature  103,5°,  pulse  120, 
very  nervous,  respiration  26,  tongue  broad,  white  and  flabby,  eyes 
dazzling.  For  several  days  had  had  some  diarrhoea.  Four  days  pre- 
vious he  took  severe  pain  in  the  head,  had  chill,  nausea  and  vomiting, 
dizziness,  scanty  secretion  of  urine,  which  was  high-colored  and  very 
offensive.  Prescribed  specific  rhus  gtt  v,  nux  gtt.  v,  aqua  3iv. 
Teaspoonful  every  hour.  Sulphite  of  soda,  grs.  v.  every  three  hours. 
I  advised  patient  to  take  a  bath,  go  to  bed  and  stay  there. 

I  called  to  see  him  at  9  a.  m.  Temperature  102°,  pulse  120,  respira- 
tion 24,  other  symptoms  worse,  bowels  tympanitic.  I  diagnosed  the 
case  as  typhoid  fever.  On  the  eighth  day  typhomania,  carphology, 
jactitation,  etc.  had  developed  in  worst  form.  Prescribed  hyoscya- 
mus  and  belladonna  as  the  symptoms  indicated.  On  the  twelfth,  the 
temperature  was  104°  in  the  morning  and  105.5°  in  the  evening.  'Con- 
tinued the  treatment  as  above  as  indicated ;  delirium  gradually  disap- 
peared, appetite  improved.  On  the  seventeenth  day  temperature  was 
99.5°,  pulse  80,  respiration  20 ;  this  was  in  the  morning.  On  the  night 
of  the  seventeenth,  the  patient,  in  his  delirium,  happened  to  get  up 
and  get  out  of  doors  (nurse  asleep).  On  the  eighteenth  day,  temper- 
ature was  100. 5°,  pulse  89,  respiration  42,  other  symptoms  aggravated. 
Prescribed  specific  lobelia  and  digitalis.  On  the  twenty-first  day, 
temperature  was  101°,  pulse  100,  respiration  50 ;  haemoptysis  for  about 
eight  hours ;  about  a  quart  of  blood  in  all.  Prescribed  specific  ergot, 
gallic  acid.  Gave  ice  internally,  hot  applications.  After  hemorrhage 
had  ceased,  patient  was  somewhat  exhausted.  Continued  the  ergot, 
also  prescribed  tr.  capsicum,  specific  lobelia  and  nitro-glycerine  com- 
pound.    Patient  died  on  the  twenty-third  day. 

On  August  21,  Mr.  P.  called  at  my  office  with  a  stout,  hardy  boy 
of  thirteen.  He  said  he  had  sore  mouth  for  two  weeks  and  also  some 
diarrhoea.  Two  other  physicians  had  prescribed  for  him,  one  for  the 
sore  mouth  and  the  other  for  the  diarrhoea,  but  neither  had  examined 
the  case.  I  am  not  claiming  to  be  superior  to  other  physicians,  but 
they,  like  we  all  do  sometimes,  failed  to  examine  the  case  carefully 
enough  to  render  a  diagnosis. 

This  boy  was  pale,  perspiring  freely,  and  nervous.  Temperature 
was  104°.  pulse  186.  respiration  23.      I  prescribed  chlorate  of  potash 
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grs.  xx,  muriatic  acid  gtt  xx,  aqua  §iv,  teaspoonful  every  two  hours. 
Specific  ipecac  gtt  v,  specific  aconite  gti.  v,  aqua  3iv.  Teaspoonful 
every  two  hours.  Milk  §v  every  two  hours.  I  called  to  see  the  pa- 
tient the  second  day.  He  laughed  and  said,  "No  better,  b'lieve  I'm 
worse."  Temperature  was  105°,  pulse  160,  respiration  26,  an  average 
of  two  storris  an  hour,  typhomania,  jactitation,  subsultu*  tendinum, 
involuntary  discharges  of  urine  and  feces,  sordes,  excessive  epistaxis. 

Symptoms  gradually  growing  worse.  Prescribed  specific  hyoscya- 
mus,  belladonna,  ipecac,  muriatic  acid,  cold  sheet  pack  or  baths,  and 
milk  diet  Temperature  not  below  105°  until  the  seventeenth  day. 
On  the  twenty-first  day,  temperature  was  102°,  pulse  140,  respira- 
tion 24,  bowels  extremely  tympanitic.  On  the  twenty-third  day, 
hemorrhage  from  the  bowels.  Prescribed  specific  ergot  5j  and  gallic 
acid  gr.  x*  every  two  hours.  Had  five  hemorrhages  in  as  many  days. 
On  the  twenty-eighth  day  temperature  was  100°,  pulse  110,  respira- 
tion 22,  other  symptoms  abated  except  the  delirium.  Very  talkative, 
but  as  he  gained  physically,  he  also  gained  mentally.  Dismissed  him 
on  the  forty-first  day.  In  this  case  we  certainly  had  all  complications, 
and  specific  medication  proved  equal  to  the  emergency. 

Xow  I  would  like  for  readers,  or  rather  writers  for  the  Journal  to 
occasionally  report  a  case  that  terminated  fatally,  so  that  we  may 
profit  by  the  errors,  not  only  of  our  own,  but  of  others,  and  then  one 
won't  feel,  when  he  loses  a  case,  that  he  is  the  only  physician  that 
ever  had  any  unfavorable  cases. 
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By  Perry  C.  Johnson,  M.  D.,  Champaign,  III. 

DESIRE  to  propound  through  the  Journal  the  following  question : 
How  long  will  Eclectic  and  Homoepathic  practitioners  in  this 
country  continue  to  meekly  tolerate  the  discrimination  of  old  line  in- 
surance companies  in  reference  to  their  medical  appointments? 

It  is  remarkably  surprising,  considering  the  financial  and  profes- 
sional importance  of  this  question,  that  these  two  schools  should  for 
so  long  a  time  have  with  meekess  endured  the  intolerance  of  these  institu- 
tions. Outside  of  the  financial  aspect  of  the  case,  how  long  are  some 
of  these  institutions  to  be  allowed  to  cry  out  from  the  housetops  in 
every  village  and  city  in  the  United  States  that  Eclectic  and  Homoeo- 
pathic physicians,  however  honorable,  able  and  competent  they  may 
be,  are  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  duties  of  saying  whether  a  person  is 
in  a  condition  of  health  qualifying  him  to  receive  a  policy  of  insurance? 

There  is  surely  sufficient  force  in  a  combined  effort  of  these  two 

schools  to  bring  these  companies  to  an  appreciation  of  *  'irregulars" 

and  of  a  sense  of  duty  toward  them.     I  will,  if  permitted,  detail  some 

of  my  experience  with  the  chief  of  sinners  in  this  regard,  the  Mutual 

Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York.     I  took  a  policy  with  this 
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Company.  Besides  a  representative  of  the  Mutual  Life,,  my  applica- 
tion was  competed  for  by  an  agent  of  the  Northwestern,  but  the 
superior  talking  ability  of  the  Mutual  Life  agent,  with  an  extended 
array  of  evidence,  caused  a  decision  in  favor  of  his  Company.  As  a 
last  dying  effort  the  Northwestern  agent  endeavored  to  appeal  to  pro- 
fessional prejudice,  and  told  me  that  I  was  doing  an  injustice  by  tak- 
ing a  policy  with  a  company  that  repudiates  the  school  of  medicine  to 
which  I  belong.     That  warning  caused  me  to  pause, 

I  questioned  the  Mutual  Life  agent  and  received  positive  assurance 
that  the  Company  he  represented  did  not  discriminate  in  its  medical 
appointments.  I  accepted  his  assurance.  Shortly  thereafter,  I  re- 
ceived a  call  from  one  of  their  special  agents  who  advised  me  to  apply 
to  the  Mutual  Life  as  medical  examiner.  I  did  so  and  was  assured 
by  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Company  in  New  York  that  my  ap- 
plication would  be  favorably  considered  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in 
this  town.  A  vacancy  shortly  occurred.  The  medical  department 
sent  down  for  investigation  the  names  of  six  practitioners  of  this  place, 
all  of  them  Allopaths,  and  some  of  them  had  been  in  town  but  a  few 
weeks  or  months.  When  I,  by  accident,  was  informed  of  this,  I  at 
once  wrote  to  the  officers  of  the  Company  reminding  them  of  my  ap- 
plication and  of  their  correspondence.  They  replied  to  me  in  a  very 
indefinite,  impolite,  unsatisfactory  manner.  I  then  insisted  that  they 
make  a  definite  statement  whether  they  would  employ  Eclectics  and 
Homoeopaths  as  examiners.  They  still  continued  to  evade  the  issue 
and  to  quibble.  I  then  informed  the  Mutual  Life  that  since  my  pol- 
icy was  obtained  by  the  representation  that  they  did  not  discriminate 
in  their  medical  appointments,  I  would  settle  in  court  whether  they  did 
or  did  not  discriminate  against  Eclectics  and  Homoeopaths.  The 
Mutual  Life  would  not  answer  my  question,  nor  would  they  allow  a 
settlement  in  court,  for  they  forthwith  canceled  my  policy  and  re- 
turned premium  I  had  advanced.  I  then  commenced  to  investigate 
the  affair  for  myself,  and  found  it  to  be  the  practice  of  some  of  the 
leading  insurance  companies  to  confine  the  appointment  of  examiners 
to  the  so-called  Allopathic  or  regular  school. 

An  inquiry  into  the  Boards  of  Medical  Directors  of  the  various  com- 
panies revealed  the  fact  that  they  are  constituted,  for  the  most  part, 
of  regular  practitioners,  who  are  throwing  exclusively  to  their  own 
school  the  vast  sums  of  money  paid  out  by  these  companies  for  med- 
ical examiners'  fees.  I  find  also,  by  referring  to  the  Insurance  Com- 
missioners' report,  that  in  the  year  1895 — not  a  very  good  year  for 
business — five  of  these  great  companies  paid  as  medical  examiners' 
fees  the  vast  sum  of  $1,853,000.  The  aggregate  amount  paid  by  old 
line  insurance  companies  for  medical  emoluments  is  a  gigantic  pro- 
portion, and  well  worthy  of  a  combined  effort  of  the  other  schools  of 
medicine  to  secure  a  proportionate  amount  of  this  stupenduous  dis- 
bursement. 
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Thtt»e  companies  are  seeking  their  business  among  all  classes  and 
professions,  and  no  insurance  company  doing  business  in  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  other  country,  can  afford  to  have  arrayed  against  it 
the  combined  opposition  of  twenty  thousand  practicing  physicians.  I 
should  be  pleased  to  hear  from  any  Homoeopath  or  Eclectic,  or  any 
one  else  interested  in  this  important  question,  his  views  relative  to  this 
subject,  and  I  desire  also  suggestions  for  the  initiation  of  a  movement 
that  will  bring  these  insurance  companies  to  a  due  consideration  of 
the  rights  of  our  schools  and  our  profession. 


THREE    OF    A    KIND. 
By  Lyman  Watkins,  it.  D.,  Manchester,  O. 

THE  evils  arising  from  the  abuse  of  alcoholic  stimulants  and  the 
debasing  influences  of  strong  drink,  are  a  perpetnal  source  of 
regret  and  restraining  endeavor  upon  the  part  of  all  Christian  people. 
And  surely  there  is  no  valid  defense  for  intemperance. 

While  this  essay  is  not  what  might  be  called  a  strictly  temperance 
lecture,  still  the  incidents  here  related  may  serve  as  "horrible  ex- 
amples. "  Several  years  have  passed  since  then,  but  I  still  remember 
with  distinctnes  a  case  in  which  medicine  failed  me,  proved  a  broken 
reed,  and  let  me  fall  hard.  Alcohol  was  the  agent  that  knocked  me 
out.  No;  not  that  way,  another  way.  I  was  younger  than  now. 
Alas !  I  can  not  help  growing  old.  It  is  a  habit  I  formed  in  infancy 
which  still  persists.  What  thoughts  fill  the  mind  as  we  look  back 
upon  past  mistakes,  incidents,  and  opportunities,  now  gone  forever ! 
I  recall  my  patient,  tall,  bony,  yellow  skinned,  hollow-eyed.  He 
wanted  some  medicine  for  "ager."  He  said  he  had  recently  removed 
to  my  neighborhood  from  a  malarial  region  "out  west,"  having  been 
compelled  to  do  so  on  account  of  chills  and  fever.  He  had  been 
attached  -with  chills  and  fever  every  fall  and  spring ;  and  after  trying 
the  climate  for  several  years  without  becoming  inured  to  it,  he  had 
moved  east,  hoping  thus  to  get  rid  of  the  ague.  But  now  the  disease 
had  a&ain  appeared,  and  he  supposed  that  some  of  the  malarial  poison 
was  still  in  his  system,  and  if  he  could  have  the  chills  broken  up  this 
time,  lie  expected  he  would  not  have  them  any  more.  With  that  pur- 
pose he  had  called  upon  me  for  medicine. 

O  ignorance !  what  sins  are  committed  because  of  thee !  In  verdant 
self-assiirance  I  promised  him  a  cure  in  a  few  days,  also,  at  the  same 
time,  intimating  that  I  could  not  understand  why  those  doctors  out 
west  had  not  aborted  the  chills,  and  insinuating  that  if  they  had  pos- 
sessed proper  professional  acumen  and  ability  they  could  have  done 
sol  All  this  because  I  knew  no  better.  I  was  honest  in  it,  for  I 
thought  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  arresting  those  malarial  par- 
oxysms. Experience  proved  otherwise.  I  gave  the  patient  quinine 
with    a.  confidence  unlimited,  and  was  indeed  surprised  to  find  that 
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this  never  phased  the  chills.     After  repeated  trials  the  chills  returned 

with  cheerful  promptness.     As  the  poet  says : 

"Relumed  up  in  the  morrow,  with  all  the  added  sorrow. 
That  they  ha  i  th*  cheek  to  borrow, 
Shaking,  shaking,  aa  before,'* 

Then  I  began  to  * 'wobble,"  and  tried  strychnine,  arsenic,  boletus, 
emetics,  and  everything  that  promised  the  least  relief,  but  all  to  no 
purpose.  Like  the  cat  in  the  song,  'the  chills  came  back. "  Finally, 
my  long  suffering  patient  said  he  was  satisfied  with  my  treatment- 
satisfied  that  it  was  a  failure.  He  remarked  that  he  had  heard  it  said, 
if  a  man  would  get  good  and  drunk  on  whisky  about  chill  time,  he 
would  not  have  the  chilL  He  said  he  guessed  he  would  give  the 
measure  a  trial. 

"All  right;  go  ahead." 

And  he  did.  He  became  fully  intoxicated — uproariously,  franti- 
cally drunk.  He  sang  and  danced,  wanted  to  run,  jump,  preach,  or 
fight,  anything  to  be  agreeable.  He  attempted  to  tear  the  paper  from 
the  wall,  broke  down  the  bed,  tore  the  feather  tick  open,  tried  to  eat 
the  feathers,  and  at  last  fell  over  on  the  wreck  in  a  stertorous  drunken 
sleep,  which  lasted  until  next  morning,  when  he  awoke  and  went  about 
his  usual  occupation.  Strange  to  say,  he  never  had  another  chilL  I 
suppose  the  malarial  bacilli  could  not  endure  the  alcohol  and  vacated 
in  disgust,  or  perhaps  one  poison  counteracted  the  other.  Any  way, 
I  lost  my  patient ;  he  recovered. 

There  are  many  diverse  methods  of  enjoyment  in  this  world,  and 
that  which  seems  the  acme  of  happiness  to  one  may  not  interest  an- 
other. This  peculiarity  is  of  races,  countries,  and  also  of  individual 
idiosyncrasy  and  environment  We  must  not  too  severely  criticise 
the  disposition  of  others,  nor  should  we  seek  to  dictate  to  our  neigh- 
bor the  particular  form  of  enjoyment  in  which  he  may  participate,  but 
rather  permit  every  one  to  be  happy  in  his  own  manner. 

A  family  living  within  the  limits  of  my  field  of  labor  were  in  the 
habit  of  enjoying  themselves  by  all  getting  intoxicated  ;  that  was  their 
method  of  taking  pleasure.  The  family  consisted  of  father  and  sev- 
eral sons  and  daughters,  the  mother  having,  some  time  before,  laid 
down  the  burden  of  this  life,  and  passed  to  another  sphere  by  the 
D.  T.  route. 

One  evening  when  the  family  had  been  indulging  as  often  before, 
they  had  given  zest  to  the  occasion  by  engaging  in  a  fight  in  which 
all  participated.  In  the  course  of  the  general  good  time,  one  of  the 
brothers  was  placed  hors  du  combat  by  a  blow  upon  the  head,  which 
caused  a  solution  of  continuity  in  the  scalp  for  about  two  inches.  This 
accident  arrested  the  row,  and  partially  sobered  the  combattants,  for 
no  previous  contest  had  ever  resulted  quite  bo  seriously,  bruised  faces 
and  bloody  noses  being  the  usual  sum  total  of  personal  injuries. 

I  was  called  upon  to  attend  the  wounded  man  and  responded,  tak- 
ing along,  in  addition  other  necessary  articles,  a  half  pint  of  arnica 
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tincture.  Arriving  at  the  house,  I  found  the  family  standing  around 
in  lachrymose,  drunken  sympathy,  and  the  patient  pretty  well  cov- 
ered with  blood,  lying  on  a  bed  in  one  corner  of  the  room.  I  pro- 
ceeded to  attend  him,  considerably  embarrassed  by  the  effusive  aid  of 
the  others.  After  washing  and  stitching  the  wound,  I  bound  it  up, 
and  then  turned  for  the  arnica  in  order  to  apply  it  to  sundry  bruises 
and  abrasions  about  the  face  and  neck,  but  the  bottle  was  empty.  Of 
course  I  was  surprised,  and  at  once  asked  my  nearest  assistant,  a 
daughter,  what  had  become  of  the  contents  of  the  arnica  bottle.  She 
considered  for  a  moment,  and  then  quickly  turning  to  her  father  who 
was  standing  near  by  dissolved  in  maudlin  tears,  she  exclaimed, 
"Papa,  you  old  fool,  you  drank  that  anarchy. " 

Hie  old  man  suddenly  paled,  and  stammeringly  denied  the  accusa- 
tion. "Yes  you  did,  you  know  you  did,"  she  reiterated.  "Why, 
why,  was  that  anarchy ?"  the  old  man  sputtered.  "Yes  it  was,"  she 
replied.  "Well,  I  did  drink  it,  but  thought  it  was  whisky,"  he  con- 
fessed.  "Then  no  doubt  you  are  poisoned, "  she  consolingly  remarked, 

The  family  now  transferred  their  interest  and  sympathy  from  the 
wounded  son  to  the  supposedly  poisoned  father.  Another  wave  of 
weeping  and  wailing  occurred,  and  amid  this  scene  of  lamentation, 
reproval  and  supplication,  the  old  man  was  frantically  saying,  "Doc- 
tor, what  shall  I  do  to  be  saved?"  I  replied,  "You  go  at  once  to  the 
nearest  drug  store  and  have  them  administer  a  rapidly  acting  emetic, 
and  after  that  has  acted,  take  a  large  dose  of  comp.  powder  senna  and 
jalap,  then  walk  around  until  it  operates.  Drink  milk  and  lime  water. 
Put  mustard  upon  the  epigastric  region,  and  keep  your  head  cool. " 

I  did  not  consider  all  this  really  essential,  but  lx?ing  somewhat 
vexed  with  the  man  for  surreptitiously  getting  away  with  my  arnica 
tincture,  I  thought  to  punish  him  somewhat. 

He  departed  at  once,  saying  he  would  follow  my  directions  impli- 
citly. But  he  did  not.  On  the  contrary  he  went  directly  to  a  saloon 
and  began  to  drink  whisky,  and  persisted  in  this  until  he  l>ecame 
thoroughly  drunk,  stupidly,  stertorously  dead  to  the  world.  He  was 
taken  home  the  next  morning  in  a  wheel-barrow,  dumped  upon  a  pile 
of  straw,  and  there  allowed  to  lie  until  he  slept  off  the  effects  of  his 
various  imbibitions.  He  recovered  all  right  in  the  course  of  twenty- 
four  hours,  neither  the  arnica  tincture  nor  the  whisky  appearing  to 
have  injured  him  in  the  least ;  the  cast-iron  stomach  of  an  old  toper 
being  proof  even  against  poison.  This  man  defeated  my  efforts  to 
help  him  by  becoming  intoxicated. 

Some  time  since,  I  was  called  to  attend  a  painter,  who  was  suffer- 
ing from  an  attack  of  colica  pictonum — not  an  uncommon  occurrence 
in  the  craft.  In  this  instance,  on  account  of  the  excessive  vermicular 
movements  constantly  going  on  within  the  abdominal  cavity  of  my 
patient,  I  was  forcibly  reminded  of  the  Mother  Goose  legend  : 
"If  a  twister  a  twisting  would  twist  him  a  twist,"  etc. 
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The  extreme  verinicularity  did  not,  however,  result  in  a  discharge 
from  the  bowels,  but  they  remained,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  obsti- 
nately constipated.  This  fact  did  not,  at  first,  cause  either  myself 
or  my  patient  any  alarm,  as  he  had  had  similar  attacks  before  for 
which  I  had  successfully  treated  him.  But  after  four  days,  as  injec- 
tions, cathartics  and  other  measures  failed  to  produce  definite  results, 
we  began  to  be  anxious,  and  as  the  days  went  by  our  desire  for  a  fecal 
discharge  grew  into  an  impatient  longing.  Finally,  at  the  end  of  the 
ninth  day,  I  told  my  patient  that  I  suspected  volvulus.  He  was,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  a  very  profane  man ;  he  therefore  asked  me  in  a  cold, 
hard  tone,  "What  in  hades  is  volvulus ?" 

I  explained  to  him  that  the  intestines  had  become  twisted  upon 
themselves,  and  thus  caused  obstruction  of  the  bowels.  "Well,  what 
are  you  going  to  do  about  it?"  said  he.  I  replied  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  open  the  abdomen  and  untwist  the  twisted.  uSay  Doc  " 
Now  when  a  man  calls  me  "Doc"  it  throws  a  damper  upon  that  feel- 
ing of  interest  and  sympathy  which  I  always  have  for  my  patient  I 
can  readily  imagine  the  ruler  of  regions  below  welcoming  a  physi- 
cian to  his  kingdom  with  the  salutation,  "Hello,  Doc,  we've  been  ex- 
pecting you.' '  But  St  Peter,  never.  "Say,  Doc!  Is  that  the  only 
way  out  of  this  scrape. "  I  replied  that  it  was.  "Can  we  wait  until 
to-morrow  without  materially  increasing  the  risk?"  "Yes."  "All 
right ;  then  to-morrow  it  shall  be  done. ' ' 

That  afternoon,  without  my  knowledge,  the  patient  sent  out  invita- 
tions to  his  fellow- workmen  for  a  banquet  in  his  room  that  same  even- 
ing, stating  that  he  was  to  undergo  a  very  critical  operation  the  next 
day,  and  as  it  might  prove  fatal,  he  desired  to  meet  them  and  have 
with  them,  if  such  it  should  prove,  a  "last  supper."  They  respouded 
to  a  man,  and  in  partaking  of  this  supper,  the  cup  that  both  cheers 
and  inebriates  made  many  rounds.  My  patient  never  missed  a  round, 
probably  thinking  if  he  had  to  leave  this  world  he  would  have  one 
more,  as  he  was  pleased  to  call  it,  good  time. 

As  a  result  of  these  frequent  libations,  along  in  the  small  hours  of 
the  night  he  was,  as  one  of  his  friends  expressed  it,  * 'paralyzed,"  so 
drunk  that  he  "went  under  the  table,"  and  as  those  who  were  not  in 
a  similar  condition,  arose  to  depart,  they  managed  to  tumble  him,  a 
helpless,  soggy  mass,  into  bed.  All  nature  seemed  in  harmony  with 
the  occasion.  The  stars  were  out  late,  the  moon  was  full,  the  air  was 
full  of  wind,  and  in  the  still  watches  of  the  night  a  full  calm  settled 
down  over  this  erstwhile  scene  of  dissipation.  And  now  as  my  patient 
slumbered,  wrapped  only  in  deep  consciousness,  his  bowels  began  to 
discharge  and  continued  to  discharge,  and  kept  this  up  until,  at  last 
when  he  came  to  himself  he  was  alone,  but  surrounded  with  a  fecal 
mass,  which  simply  overwhelmed  him. 

When  I  called  the  next  morning,  prepared  for  the  operation,  I  found 
that  the  intestines  had  operated  on  their  own  account,  and  that  my 
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services  were  no  longer  needed  Thus  was  I  defrauded  of  a  fee  by 
this  sinful  dissipation  of  my  patient,  who  had  so  relaxed  himself  with 
alcohol  that  the  twisted  had  untwisted.  And  so  are  we  often  foiled 
in  our  efforts  to  do  good  by  the  powers  of  darkness. 


SHOULD    IS    SHALL. 
By  William  Colby  Cooper,  i°l.  D.,  Cleves,  O. 

In  a  dark,  and  a  hard,  and  a  primitive  age, 

An  image-thought,  roughly  ideal, 
Leaped  out  of  the  brain  of  a  barbaric  sage, 

In  search  of  its  complement  real. 

And  one  after  one,  countless  millions  of  times, 

Since  that  epochal,  far  then  and  there, 
Ideals  have  flashed  out  in  quest  of  their  rhymes 

In  the  actual,  some  time,  somewhere. 

Of  all  the  strange  and  the  startling  conceits, 
Thrown  out  since  that  dim,  distant  yore, 

Full  many  are  lost  in  substantial  repeats, 
And  are  vagaries  and  visions  no  more. 

Hypotheses,  laughed  at  with  scorn  in  the  past, 

Have  advanced  into  theory's  bound, 
AwJLtfcence  into  doctrines,  becoming  at  last 

Modern  maxims,  demonstrably  sound. 

In  the  concourse  of  cosmic  events  at  the  end, 

The  question's  the  answer's  reply, 
And  reflected  from  somewhere  in  natural  trend 

Is  want,  thrown  back  from  reply. 

In  this  tensive  era,  this  strenuous  now, 

The  cumulant  questions  of  old, 
And  the  puzzles  of  What?  and  the  problems  of  How? 

Are  solved  as  the  decades  are  told. 

Each  query  that  springs  from  the  brain  or  the  heart, 

As  analogies  endless  have  taught, 
Is  only  the  answer's  concomitant  part, 

And  must  is  the  echo  of  ought. 

That  question  that  springeth  for  aye  from  the  soul, 

With  its  trembling  hope  and  its  fear — 
Shall 't  meet  its  response?  shall  the  parts  merge  in  whole? 

Shall  endless  procession  end  here? 
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ISHAM    J.  m.   aoss,  n.  D. 

Born  Aug.  16,  1819—  Died  Dec.  23,  1896. 

DR.  GOSS  has  been  conspicuous  in  medical  circles  for  thirty 
years.  He  has  been  a  graduated  physician  for  half  a  century, 
having  graduated  in  the  Medical  College  of  Augusta  (Medical  De- 
partment University  of  Georgia),  in  the  year  1844.  His  prolific  pen 
has  cDntributed  unceasingly  to  medical  journals  during  the  quarter  of 
a  century,  and  during  that  time  he  enjoyed  a  large  practice,  and  yet 

he  gave  his,  time  conscien- 
tiously to  voluminous  corre- 
spondence. He  often  wrote 
steadily  for  half  a  dozen  jour- 
nals, and  his  journal  articles 
were  copied  and  recopied,  re- 
gardless of  the  fact  that  be 
belonged  to  the  Eclectic  school 
of  medicine. 

In  the  course  of  his  busy 
life,  he  found  time  to  write  sev- 
eral books  on  medical  subjects, 
among  which  "The  Practice 
of  Medicine,  or  the  Specific 
Art  of  Healing,"  and  "Mate- 
*ria  Medica,  Pharmacology, 
and  Therapeutics,"  may  here 
be  mentioned,  each  of  which 
has  passed  through  three  edi- 
tions. 

Prof.  Goss  was  prominent  as  a  teacher  in  the  Georgia  College  of 
Eclectic  Medicine  and  Surgery,  occupying  the  chair  of  Materia  Med- 
ica and  Pharmacology.  He  was  married  Sept  5th,  1849,  and  for  the 
past  twenty  years  has  resided  in  Marietta,  Ga.  His  wife  survives 
him.  An  honored  citizen,  a  kind  husband,  an  earnest  advocate  of  the 
Eclectic  practice  of  medicine,  Dr.  Goss,  having  passed  the  allotted 
age  of  man,  leaves  an  enviable  record.  His  personal  friends  and  the 
community  in  which  he  lived,  are  not  alone  in  mourning  their  com- 
panion ;  the  loss  is  one  in  which  a  circle  that  stretches  throughout  the 
country,  joins  hands  with  those  who  knew  him  best  .i.  t\  l. 
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DISPLACEMENTS  OF  THE  UTERUS.  i 

By  R.  C.  Wintermute,  n.  D.f  Cincinnati,  O. 

(Continued  from  page  32-) 

PESSARIES  should  never  be  used  when  the  uterus  is  bound  down 
by  adhesions,  or  immovable  from  any  cause.  Munde,  who  is 
an  acknowledged  authority  on  the  subject  of  pessaries,  calls  attention 
to  certain  precautions  that  should  be  observed  by  practitioners  in 
using  them,  as  follows  : 

1.  Always  replace  the  uterus  before  choosing  and  introducing  the 
pessary. 

2.  Never  insert  a  pessary  which  is  so  large  that  it  is  not  freely 
movable  in  the  vagina,  and  does  not  allow  the  examining  finger  to 
pass  easily  between  it  and  the  vaginal  wall 

3.  Always  adapt  the  pessary  to  the  individual  case. 

4  Examine  the  woman  in  the  standing  position  before  allowing 
her  to  depart,  in  order  to  see  whether  the  pessary  remains  in  place  in 
that  position. 

5.  Tell  the  woman  that  she  is  wearing  a  pessary,  and  that  it  must 
give  her  no  pain  or  inconvenience  whatever,  so  that,  if  it  does,  she 
may  know  that  it  is  not  right,  and  may  at  once  call  to  have  it  rectified, 
or  may.  in  case  of  emergency,  remove  it  herself ;  and  the  physician 
may  show  her  how  to  do  so. 

6.  Tell  her  to  call  again  in  about  a  week,  so  that  you  may  see 
whether  the  pessary  is  doing  its  duty. 

7.  Tell  her  to  use  a  tepid  vaginal  douche  every  day,  as  a  matter  of 
cleanliness,  for  all  pessaries  produce  more  or  less  leucorrhoea.  Use 
no  alum  or  other  salt  in  the  douches,  as  rough  incrustations  on  the 
pessary  are  produced  thereby. 

8L  Do  not  omit  to  tell  her  that  she  will  have  to  wear  a  pessary  for 
several  months,  perhaps  years,  and  that  the  cure  of  the  displacement 
can  be  ascertained  only  by  her  not  wearing  the  instrument  for  a  short 
time. 

9.  Finally,  caution  her  to  be  sure  and  come  to  see  you,  in  case  she 
should  become  pregnant  while  wearing  the  pessary,  which  of  course 
means  that  connection  is  not  to  be  refrained  from  during  that  time. 
Should  she  become  pregnant  while  wearing  the  pessary,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  remove  it  at  about  the  end  of  the  third  month. 

Anteversion,  or  a  turning  forward  of  the  uterus,  deserves  but  a  pass- 
ing notice.  The  natural  position  is  one  of  anteversion,  and  it  is  so 
unusual  to  find  it  much  beyond  the  normal  degree,  or  displaced  to  the 
extent  of  producing  any  suffering  or  unpleasant  symptoms,  that  most 
of  our  modern  writers  have  abandoned  treatment  as  unnecessary  and 
uncalled  for,  unless  it  be  in  an  exceptional  case,  when  it  should  be 
replaced,  the  patient  lying  on  her  back,  and  tampons  used  to  support 
the  organ,  or  one  of  the  specially  designed  pessaries  applied.      ^ 

Anteflexion  is  the  usual  form  of  forward  displacement,  in  the  event 
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of  which,  dysmenorrhoea,  uterine  catarrh,  pelvic  pain,  etc ,  will  soon 
attract  attention  to  the  uterus  as  the  seat  of  difficulty,  when  the  intro- 
duction of  a  sound  will  determine  the  diagnosis.  Thorough  dilata- 
tion of  the  canal,  and  packing  with  iodoform  gauze,  followed  by  rest 
and  quietude,  will,  as  a  rule,  overcome  the  flexion.  In  the  more  ag- 
gravated cases,  or  where  the  primary  treatment  is  not  sufficient,  the 
application  of  Thomas'  cup  pessary  and  stem  has  been  advised. 


THOMAS    ANTEFLEXION.  GEHRUNG  S  ANTEVERSION. 

In  those  cases  of  backward  displacement,  where  the  organ  is  bound 
down  by  bands  of  adhesions,  as  well  as  in  cases  where  the  use  of  pes- 
saries has  been  found  impracticable,  ways  and  means  of  cure  have 
been  introduced  in  surgical  procedures.  These  operations  are  com- 
paratively modern,  and  are  specially  designed  to  give  permanent  re- 
lief under  such  circumstances.  One  of  these  operations  which  is  done 
by  most  gynaecologists  of  the  present  day,  is  known  as  Alexander's 
operation,  and  consists  in  shortening  the  round  ligaments.  An  incis- 
ion is  made  in  the  region  of  the  external  inguinal  ring ;  the  dissection 
carried  down  to  the  round  ligament  on  each  side,  which  are  hooked  tip, 
and  drawn  out  to  the  extent  of  carrying  the  fundus  forward  to  its  aor- 
mal  location.  The  ligaments  are  then  secured  in  the  wound  by  su- 
tures passing  through  both  the  ligament  and  pillar  of  the  ring,  after 
which  that  portion  of  the  ligament  that  was  drawn  through  the  ring  is 
cut  off.  This  operation  can  only  be  done  in  cases  where  the  organ  is 
free,  and  in  the  absence  of  adhesions. 

Wylie's  method,  designed  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  adhesions,  con- 
sists in  opening  the  abdomen,  breaking  up  the  adhesions,  shortening 
the  round  ligaments  by  doubling  them  upon  themselves,  sewing  the 
doubled  surfaces  together,  and  to  the  peritoneal  covering  of  the  ute- 
rus. The  method  is  also  applicable  to  cases  where  celiotomy  has  to 
be  performed  for  other  causes. 

Shortening  the  round  ligaments  to  relieve  displacements  of  the  ute- 
rus, does  not  interfere  with  subsequent  pregnancies.  Munde  reports 
at  least  a  dozen  cases  in  which  conception  followed  the  operation,  ges- 
tation continuing  to  full  term,  with  a  natural  delivery,  and  the  uterus 
maintaining  its  normal  position.  He  likewise  mentions  a  case  which 
he  saw  in  consultation,  after  her  fifth  confinement  following  the  ope- 
ration, and  found  the  uterus  in  its  normal  position. 
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Another  surgical  procedure,  commended  by  Howard  Kelley,  Leo- 
pold, and  Klotz,  as  well  as  other  prominent  operators,  is  known  as 
ventral  fixation,  and  is  designed  to  bring  about  adhesions  between 
the  fundus  uteri  and  the  anterior  abdominal  wall.  After  abdominal 
section,  it  consists  in  drawing  the  organ  forward,  denuding  a  small 
portion  of  the  surface  near  the  upper  part  of  the  fundus,  and  in  a  like 
manner  the  inner  abdominaL  wall  at  a  corresponding  location,  and 
uniting  the  two  denuded  surfaces  by  sutures  passed  through  the  ab- 
dominal and  uterine  walls,  after  which  the  incision  is  closed  as  usual. 

The  result  of  the  union,"  as  a  rule,  does  not  immobilize  the  uterus, 
but  causes  the  formation  of  bands  of  tissue  by  which  it  is  suspended. 
It  is  claimed  that  no  ill  effects  attend  gestation  or  parturition  follow- 
ing this  operation. 

Dr.  Kelly,  in  referring  to  this  matter,  at  a  meeting  of  the  American 
gynaecological  Society,  said  he  sent  out  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
letters  to  facilitate  the  investigation  of  this  subject,  and  had  in  this 
way  heard  from  forty-six  married  and  twenty-eight  single  women,  who 
had  been  subjected  to  this  operation.  Out  of  the  forty-six  married 
women,  there  had  been  thirteen  cases  of  pregnancy.  In  only  one  of 
these  had  there  been  a  labor  that  was  at  all  difficult.  This  was  one 
of  his  first  operations  (he  continues  to  say),  in  which  there  had  been 
sloughing  and  tremendous  adhesions  between  the  uterus  and  abdom- 
inal wall  In  cases  where  there  had  been  no  suppuration,  the  adhe- 
sions consisted  only  of  a  long,  fibrous  band  ;  so  that  it  is  not  really 
ventral  fixation,  but  a  suspension.  Such  a  uterus  had  all  the  move- 
ments of  a  normal  uterus,  but  could  not  be  retroverted. —  (Reported 
in  the  American  Journal  of  Obstetric*.) 

Dr.  Shober  caOs  attention,  in  a  recent  publication,  to  a  means  of 
ventral  fixation  of  the  uterus,  which  is  free  from  the  objections  of 
opening  the  abdomen.  He  describes  the  operation  as  follows  :  It  is 
applicable  not  only  to  cases  of  non-adherent  retro-displaced  uteri,  or 
where  the  adhesions  are  so  frail  that  they  can  be  broken  by  gentle  vagi- 
nal massage,  but  also  in  cases  where  it  may  be  found  necessary  to 
open  the  posterior  fornix  to  facilitate  the  freeing  of  adhesions.  A  one 
inch  or  a  one  and  a  half  inch  incision,  is  first  made  in  the  abdominal 
wall,  about  one  and  a  half  inches  above  the  symphysis  pubis.  It  is 
immaterial  whether  this  incision  be  perpendicular  or  horizontal.  Care 
should  be  taken  not  to  carry  the  incision  deeper  than  just  through 
the  superficial  fascia.  The  incision  is  then  packed  with  antiseptic 
gauze,  and  the  patient  plaecd  in  the  dorsal  position.  The  cervix  is 
next  freely  dilated,  and  the  uterus  thoroughly  curetted,  paying  spe- 
cial attention  to  the  fundus.  The  cavity  of  the  uterus  should  then 
be  carefully  disinfected  with  a  1-4000  or  1-2000  solution  of  bichloride 
of  mercury,  and  subsequently  douched  with  distilled  water. 

The  patient  is  then  placed  in  the  Trendelenburg  position,  and,  the 
legB  being  held  apart  by  an  assistant,  the  operator  introduces  a  long 
canula  into  the  uterus,  until  the  fundus  is  reached.     With  this  instru- 
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ment  the  fundus  is  pressed  against  the  abdominal  will  immediately 
opposite  the  abdominal  incision.  Through  the  canula  a  long  needle, 
eyed  at  the  point,  is  then  passed,  and  made  to  pierce  the  fundus,  pa- 
rietal peritoneum,  rectus  muscle,  and  deep  fascia.  The  needle  is  then 
threaded  with  strong  catgut  or  kangaroo  tendon,  and  the  sutures 
drawn  through  to  the  mouth  of  the  canula.  The  needle,  now  armed, 
is  again  carried  through  the  same  structures  as  before,  taking  care  to 
pierce  them  at  a  point  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  away  from  its  first 
path.  The  suture  is  now  drawn  out  of  the  eye  of  the  needle,  which, 
with  the  canula,  is  laid  aside.  The  two  ends  are  now  tied,  a  small 
nick  first  being  made  in  the  deep  fascia  in  order  to  bury  the  knot,  and 
the  superficial  fascial  incision  closed.  If  thorough  asepsis  of  the  ute- 
rus is  obtained,  no  trouble  should  arise  from  the  exposed  portion  of 
the  suture  in  the  uterine  cavity.  The  vagina  should  be  packed  with 
sterile  gauze,  which  should  be  removed  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  bi- 
chloride vaginal  douches  given  twice  daily  for  three  or  four  days. 

It  has  been  argued  by  some  that  there  would  be  great  danger  in 
this  operation  of  injuring  the  intestines.  The  author,  however,  as- 
serts that  there  would  be  no  likelihood  of  such  an  accident  when  it  is 
taken  into  consideration  that  the  adhesions  are  first  completely  broken 
down,  the  patient  in  the  Trendelenburg  position,  and  the  fact  that, 
under  deep  anaesthesia,  and  through  the  superficial  incision,  the  fun- 
dus of  the  uterus  should  be  easily  felt  impinging  on  the  abdominal 
wall 

The  patient  should  deport  herself  with  due  regard  to  her  condition 
after  these  operations ;  avoid  undue  exertion,  and  not  be  too  much  on 
her  feet.  It  would  be  well,  in  these  cases,  to  apply  some  form  of  arti- 
ficial supx>ort,  for  a  time  at  least,  or  until  there  had  been  firm  and 
complete  union. 


MENOPAUSE. 
By  J.  Lilley  Hensley,  riarion,  O. 

THE  human  female  differs  from  all  other  animals. in  the  functions 
of  the  reproductive  organs,  in  that  they  pass  through  two  dis- 
tinctive periods  of  life,  both  of  which  are  fraught  with  more  or  less 
disturbance  and  danger  to  health  and  life,  and  between  which  there 
are  Tegular  monthly  periods,  attended  with  more  or  less  disturbance, 
known  as  the  menstrual  period. 

The  first  of  these  general  periods  is  known  as  puberty,  occurring  in 
the  temperate  climate  between  the  tenth  and  fifteenth  year,  and  in 
hot  climates  earlier,  and  in  cold  climates  later  in  life. 

The  other  period  is  known  as  the  menopause,  and  occurs  between 
the  ages  of  forty  and  fifty- five,  rarely  continuing  beyond  fifty.  These 
periods  differ  in  different  females,  both  in  length  of  time  and  severity 
of  symptoms,  also  in  the  nature  of  the  symptoms  produced.  It  makes 
but  little  difference  whether  married  or  single,  or  whether  the  female 
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has  borne  children  or  not,  as  to  the  conditions,  or  peculiar  symptoms 
arising. 

Authors  differ  as  to  just  what  the  menstrual  condition  is.  Some 
claim  that  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus  becomes  disolved  dur- 
each  menstrual  period,  others,  that  the  menstrual  fluid  percolates 
through  the  membrane  and  escapes  per  vaginam.  It  is  not  my  pur- 
pose, however,  to  discuss  this  question  in  this  paper,  but  to  speak 
more  directly  of  that  period  in  the  life  of  every  female  when  this  func- 
tion ceases,  known  as  the  menopause,  or  in  common  parlance,  the 
turn  of  life. 

This  period  gives  rise  to  great  anxiety  among  females  generally, 
although  it  is  different  in  different  individuals.  Some  suffer  but  little 
inconvenience,  at  this  time,  the  menstrual  flow  becoming  less  and  less 
until  it  ceases  entirely.  Others  suffer  great  inconvenience  from 
monthly  or  semi-monthly  profuse  discharges  of  a  dark  color,  attended 
with  clots  of  coagulated  blood,  so  great  in  some  as  to  prostrate  the 
patient  and  endanger  life.  Some  suffer  much  pain,  while  others  are 
almost  free  from  pain.  Others  suffer  great  nervous  disturbance, 
amounting  to  hysteria,  and,  in  rare  cases,  to  insanity,  or  convulsions 
resembling  puerpural  eclampsia. 

A  case  came  under  my  notice  that  will  illustrate  this  phase  of  my 
subject  An  unmarried  lady,  who  had  menstruated  with  marked 
regularity  up  to  her  fiftieth  year,  was  siezed  with  a  severe  nervous 
disturbance  at  each  catamenial  period.  Sometimes  her  menses  would 
cease  to  flow,  and  a  hemorrhage  from  the  stomach  would  take  place, 
of  a  vicarious  nature,  accompanied  by  convulsions.  When  the  men- 
strual flow  was  regular,  she  was  free  from  the  nervous  disturbance  or 
convulsions.  It  finally  ceased  for  over  five  months,  and  she  and  her 
friends  congratulated  themselves  on  the  prospect  of  a  complete  recov- 
ery. Her  general  health  was  much  improved,  and  her  countenance 
took  on  its  usual  brilliancy,  and  the  eye  regained  its  former  luster. 
But  on  July  6,  1896,  her  menses  re-appeared  very  slightly  in  the  after- 
noon. She  retired  at  the  usual  hour  in  the  evening  feeling  quite  well, 
but  about  midnight,  she  was  siezed  with  convulsions,  and  at  2.80  she 
expired 

The  menopause,  in  the  history  of  the  female,  terminates  her  repro- 
ductive powers.  If  she  survives  it,  she  may  have  a  period  of  good 
health,  and  live  to  a  good  old  age. 

At  this  period  marked  changes  often  take  place  in  different  persons. 
In  some  the  abdomen  enlarges  and  the  breasts,  for  a  time,  become 
firm  and  somewhat  enlarged,  and  occasionally  a  sensation  similar  to 
that  of  quickening  is  experienced  and  the  lady  imagines  herself  preg- 
nant, but  later  all  these  symptoms  disappear,  the  breasts  become 
flabby  and  almost  disappear,  and  the  whole  system  takes  on  a  new 
condition  throughout  her  after-life. 

This  being  a  condition  of  nature,  and  not  a  disease,  but  little  treat- 
ment is  necessary  unless  some  serious  complications  arise,    which 
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should  be  met  with  such  remedies  as  are  indicated.  The  excessive 
hemorrhage  may  be  greatly  relieved  by  the  admistration  of  teaspoon- 
f ul  doses  of  the  following :  tincture  of  hamamelis  bark,  two  parts,  and 
fl.  ext  of  ergot,  one  part,  given  every  two  hours  until  relieved.  The 
above  mentioned  preparation  of  hamamelis  is  a  favorite  of  mine  in 
all  uterine  hemorrhages.  It  is  a  domestic  remedy  prepared  by  digest- 
ing the  bark  of  the  witch-hazel  in  alcohol,  one  part,  and  water,  two 
parts,  for  two  weeks,  then  filter  through  paper. 

Many  cases  need  nothing  but  to  keep  the  bowels  regular  and  the 
system  in  good  order  generally. 


JACARANDA. 
By  J.  S.  Whlttlnghlll,  n.  D.,  ncCutchanville,  And. 

LET  me  give  the  results  of  my  experience  with  Jacaranda.  I  be. 
lieve  it  to  be  a  true  specific  for  certain  kinds  of  rheumatism.  Its 
first  trial  was  given  a  patient  suffering  as  follows  :  She  had  had  rheu- 
matism for  about  ten  years — never  became  serious.  Sometimes  she 
was  nearly  relieved  from  it ;  again  lost  much  rest  and  sleep  from  it. 
Her  wrist  would  become  painful  and  very  weak  from  ordinary  labor. 
She  always  suffered  very  much  in  the  morning  upon  any  motion,  and 
complained  of  being  stiff.  Had  to  have  assistance  in  dressing.  Upon 
sudden  motion,  sensation  in  the  muscles  as  of  tearing,  and  being 
bruised — even  painful  upon  pressure. 

I  gave  her  different  remedies  as  they  seemed  to  be  indicated,  with 
no  results  towards  removing  the  trouble.  I  thought  there  could  be 
nothing  lost  by  trying  jacaranda.  It  met  with  decided  success.  She 
was  entirely  relieved  of  muscular  pains  in  a  few  days.  Had  the  recur- 
rence of  some  symptoms  in  about  six  weeks  after ;  tried  jacaranda 
again  with  the  same  decided  success.  Some  eight  weeks  have  elapsed 
since,  with  no' recurrence  of  muscular  pains.  I  have  tried  it  on  three 
other  patients  with  the  same  peculiar  morning  stiffness  and  soreness 
of  muscles.  All  were  relieved  in  a  few  days.  They  have  no  more 
muscular  trouble.  So  I  put  morning  soreness  and  stiffness  of  mus- 
cles as  the  guide  in  prescribing  jacaranda. 


Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

CONDUCTED  BY  W.  B.  SCUDDER,  M.  D. 


INTERSTITIAL   KERATITIS. 

Interstitial  keratitis  is  known  by  other  names,  such  as  syphilitic, 
parenchymatous,  strumous,  etc.,  none  of  which  are  as  good  nor  as 
much  in  use  as  the  caption  of  this  paper.  Keratitis  signifies  inflam- 
mation of  the  cornea,  interstitial  that  the  disease  is  located  in  the 
interstitial  substance  of  the  cornea — that  is,  affecting  the  cornea  pro- 
per, and  not  merely  the  superficial  layers. 
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This  is  essentially  a  disease  of  childhood,  coming  on  between  the 
ages  of  six  and  fifteen.     There  are  other  ages,  but  this  is  the  average. 

The  disease  is  insidious  and  chronic  in  its  nature  and  inception,  and 
it  is  the  rule  to  have  the  case  brought  to  the  physician  as  a  well  de- 
veloped and  typical  case,  one  that  has  been  coming  on  six  months  or 
a  year.  In  this  respect  it  is  very  similar  to  granular  conjunctivitis. 
Persons  allow  the  disease  to  become  well  advanced,  and  structural 
changes  to  take  place,  before  seeking  medical  aid. 


SECTIOX  OF  CORNEA  IN    INTERSTITIAL  KERATITIS,   EXTERNAL  LAYER  TO 

THE    LEFT. 

The  disease  begins  by  slight  injection  of  the  ocular  conjunctiva, 
some  circum-corneal  injection,  some  increased  lacrymation,  and  a 
minor  feeling  of  irritation.  Other  than  this  the  first  objective  sign  is 
steaminess  of  the  cornea  ;  looks  much  like  a  watch  crystal  when  you 
blow  your  breath  on  it  This  is  the  beginning.  Gradually  the  irrita- 
tion becomes  greater,  photophobia  comes  on,  and  now  may  l>e  plainly 
seen  blood-vessels  shooting  through  the  cornea.  Very  soon  there  is 
some  exudation  from  these  vessels  into  the  lymph  spaces  of  the  cornea, 
and  a  general  haziness  or  opacity  comes  on,,  the  condition  t)eing 
aptly  termed  "ground -glass  cornea,"  at  which  period  sight  is  nil. 

Of  all  the  signs  of  inherited  syphilis  this  is  the  most  positive,  the 
majority  of  ophthalmic  surgeons  going  so  far  as  to  say  that  there  is 
no  case  of  interstitial  keratitis  without  one  of  the  parents   having 
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syphilis.  There  are  other  signs  of  inherited  syphilis,  such  as  the  skin 
affection  and  the  so-called  "Hutchinson's  teeth,' '  hut  of  all  these  I 
regard  this  eye  affection  as  being  the  most  convincing. 

The  prognosis  of  any  disease  of  this  nature,  on  account  of  this  low 
vitality,  must  not  ever  be  as  bright  as  in  ordinary  acute  inflammatory 
disease.  Here  we  have  not  only  to  fight  the  bad  local  affection,  with 
advanced  structural  change  affecting  a  transparent  medium,  but  we 
have  to  get  an  effect  on  the  worst  of  constitutions,  that  of  inherited 
syphilis.  Patients  in  the  stage  of  the  ground-glass  cornea  seldom 
recover  perfect  sight ;  the  majority  are  badly  affected  for  life,  sight 
becomes  hazy  and  smoky,  the  cornea  does  not  clear  up. 

Treatment.  — I  would  not  accept  a  case  unless  the  patient  agrees  to 
come  a  year,  but  it  will  take  nearer  eighteen  months  to  do  all  that  can 
be  done.  First  insist  on  good  outside  exercise,  frequent  bathing  fol- 
lowed by  friction,  regular  bowels,  and  plain  but  nutritious,  light  diet 
Next  choose  the  alterative  to  be  given  systemically  from  any  pro- 
nounced indication  ;  otherwise  choose  from  the  following :  Iron,  iodide 
of  potassium,  iris,  or  arsenic,  and  give  the  one  nearest  indicated. 

The  usual  local  treatment  consists  in  keeping  the  eyes  clean  by  a 
non- irritating  antiseptic,  such  as  boracic  acid,  two  drachms  to  a  pint 
of  water.  Use  as  eye-wash  three  times  a  day.  Keep  the  eyes  abso- 
lutely at  rest  by  means  of — R  Atropine  gr.  j.,  water  3j.  M.  Eye 
drops  one,  following  the  eye  wash.  The  application  of  a  salve,  com- 
posed of  the  following:  R— Yellow  oxide  of  mercury  grs.  v.  to  x., 
vaseline  5  j.  M.  Thoroughly  incorporate.  Put  a  piece  the  size  of  a 
pea  inside  the  lower  lid  night  and  morning,  followed  by  massage  of 
the  eye,  which  is  easily  accomplished  by  rubbing  the  lid  against  the 
ball.  The  ointment  should  he  strong  enough  to  make  the  eye  feel 
uncomfortable  for  about  half  an  hour. 

Last  but  most  important  is  to  accomplish  absorption  of  the  opacity. 
This  is  best  done  by  bathing  the  eye  in  ivry  hot  water  four  times  a 
day,  ten  minutes  at  a  time.  This  soon  gets  monotonous,  but  unless 
the  patient  makes  up  his  mind  to  do  the  work  the  physician  prescribes 
in  this  instance,  the  sooner  the  patient  is  discharged  the  better  for  the 
doctor.  The  disease  is  most  difficult  to  cure,  is  tiresome  to  treat,  and 
unless  a  thorough  understanding  is  had  as  to  the  time  and  work  re- 
quired— the  thorough  understanding  that  includes  the  "retainer"  is 
the  best  kind — unless  this  is  the  case,  these  cases  will  do  you  more 
harm  than  goo:l. 

USB  AND  ABUSE  OF  THE  OALVANO-CAUTERY. 

Of  all  useful  agents  in  rhinological  practice,  the  Galvano-Cau- 
tery  Is  the  most  so,  provided  it  is  employed  in  properly  selecteed  cases 
and  in  skilled  hands.  Its  abuse,  however,  may  be  as  flagrant  as  its 
use  may  be  beneficial. 

The  use  of  the  Galvano-Cautery  in  diseases  of  the  nose  and  throat 
can  be  best  considered  under  several  paragraphs,   viz,  :     The  instru- 
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ments  necessary  for  performing  the  operation,  the  preparation  of  the 
field  of  the  operation,  the  operation  itself,  the  after-treatment  and  the 
indications  for  its  use. 

The  supply  of  electricity  for  heating  the  Galvano-Cautery  instru- 
ments is  the  first  essential.  This  can  be  in  the  form  of  the  old  dip 
battery,  the  improved  storage  battery,  or  better  still,  the  alternating 
street  current,  regulated  by  means  of  proper  transformers  to  the  right 
amperage.  This  is  the  only  form  of  electricity  I  make  use  of  at 
present,  as  with  the  greatly  improved  light  and  cautery  transformers 
now  on  the  market,  any  degree  of  voltage  or  amperage  can  be  ob- 
tained, the  delicate  and  proper  adjustment  of  this  being  one  of  the 
essentials  for  the  successful  outcome  of  the  Galvano-Cautery  operation. 
Of  course  the  handle  for  holding  the  Galvano-Cautery  should  be  one 
combining  lightness  with  strength  and  easily  adapted  to  the  free  use 
of  the  thumb,  first  and  second  finger.  Every  individual  operator  will 
have  his  favorite  handle  ;  in  buying  a  handle  it  is  essential  to  test  it  to 
see  that  the  parts  are  thoroughly  insulated,  that  no  short  circuit  forms 
and  heats  the  handle.  I  myself,  prefer  a  handle  made  by  Hirschmann, 
of  Berlin ;  it  is  light  and  strong  and  the  trigger  for  controlling  the 
current  easily  worked  by  the  index  finger.  I  prefer  the  trigger  to  the 
push  button,  as  it  is  more  easily  managed,  more  convenient  and  less 
apt  to  short  circuit  the  current  There  are  any  number  and  variety  of 
shapes  of  the  cautery  electrodes : — straight,  spiral,  curved,  angular, 
flat,  or  shaped  like  a  knife-blade,  or  two  flat  blades  with  intervening 
space.  The  copper  must  be  thoroughly  insulated  so  that  no  short 
circuit  takes  place  and  should  be  made  so  that  it  can  \ye  thoroughly 
asepticized.  It  is  better  not  to  have  the  electrode  too  long.  About 
three  to  three  and  one-half  inches  is  a  good  length  from  the  cautery 
handle  to  the  platinum  tip.  This  insures  a  better  handling  of  the 
instrument,  and  a  more  secure  adaptation  of  the  platinum  tip  to  the 
parts  about  to  be  cauterized.  Most  instrument  makers  are  apt  to  err 
on  the  side  of  too  great  a  length,  rather  than  not  length  enough. 

Cleanse  the  nasal  cavities  thoroughly  with  a  coarse  spray  of  an 
alkaline  solution  to  which  a  little  borolyptol  has  been  added.  Let  the 
patient  blow  his  nose  thoroughly  to  remove,  if  possible,  all  loose 
secretion.  Moisten  a  pledget  of  cotton  with  an  eight  per  cent,  solu- 
tion of  muriate  of  cocaine,  to  which  two  grains  of  resorcin  (to  the  sj) 
have  been  added  and  introduce  it  carefully  into  the  nostril  and  against 
the  tissue  which  is  to  be  cauterized,  avoiding  getting  any  surplus  co- 
caine solution  either  into  the  nasopharynx  or  on  the  upper  lip.  The 
first] may  be  avoided  by  keeping  the  patient's  head  inclined  forward, 
and  the  latter  by  having  him  hold  a  napkin  below  the  nostrils,  though 
with  a  little  care  neither  precaution  is  necessary.  The  pledget  of 
cotton,  soaked  with  cocaine  is  left  in  the  nostril  about  four  minutes, 
and  if  necessary  another  pledget  is  introduced  and  left  in  the  same 
length  of  time.     I  never  npray  the  nasal  cavities  with  a  solution  of 
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cocaine  when  operating  with  the  Galvano-Cautery ;  it  is  unnecessary, 
and  brings  the  cocaine  in  contact  with  parts  that  are  not  to  be  touched, 
besides  producing  local  and  constitutional  disturbances  that  can  be 
avoided  by  localizing  the  effect  in  the  manner  indicated  above.  After 
removing  the  pledget  of  cotton,  the  nostril  to  be  operated  npon  must 
be  thoroughly  dried  with  pledgets  of  absorbent  cotton,  so  that  no 
moisture  remains  .either  on  the  septum  or  mucous  membrane,  and  the 
nostril  is  as  dry  as  it  can  be  made.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important 
points  to  remember  in  the  use  of  the  Galvano-Cautery,  and  alas !  one 
which  is  only  too  frequently  neglected. 

Everything  is  now  ready  for  the  Galvano-Cautery.  The  nostril  is 
held  open  by  one  of  the  many  specula.  I  don't  think  any  special 
speculum  is  needed  where  the  cautery  is  handled  skillfully,  for  with  a 
little  care  neither  the  septum  nor  any  other  part  of  the  nostril  need  be 
injured  by  the  heated  blade.  The  cautery  point  or  blade  is  introduced 
cold  into  the  nostril,  under  good  illumination  of  the  parts,  well  back 
and  against  the  parts  to  be  cauterized,  and  the  electricity  is  then 
turned  on  by  pressing  the  trigger  in  the  handle,  and  the  tissue  seared. 
The  proper  heat  to  be  used  is  a  very  important  element  of  success  and 
this  must  be  carefully  graded  and  tested  beforehand.  A  cherry-red 
heat  should  be  used  for  superficial  burns,  a  whitish  heat  for  deeper, 
submucous  burns.  For  Galvano-Cautery  of  the  tonsils,  quite  a  white 
heat  must  be  employed.  With  the  proper  regulation  of  the  current  and 
the  careful  introduction  and  withdrawal  of  the  cautery,  no  hemorrhage 
should  follow.  After  the  tissue  has  been  cauterized,  the  cautery  point 
is  withdrawn  still  heated  from  the  surrounding  parts ;  but  as  soon  as 
it  is  again  free  in  the  lumen  of  the  nostril,  the  current  is  instantly 
shut  off,  and  in  this  way  withdrawn  from  the  nostril,  cold,  so  as  not 
to  injure  contiguous  parts.  The  withdrawal  of  the  blade  hot  before 
the  electricity  is  shut  off,  from  the  tissue  cauterized,  prevents  the 
sticking  of  the  cold  blade  in  the  tissue  which  is  frequently  a  source 
of  hemorrhage,  as  well  as  of  great  pain  to  the  patient 

The  cautery  blade  can  be  applied  flat  (for  superficial  burns)  or  at 
right  angles  to  the  structures  to  be  cauterized,  (for  deeper  or  linear 
burns).  I,  myself,  am  a  firm  advocate  of  right-angle,  linear  incisions 
deep  into  the  tissues,  and  repeated  often  enough  to  have  the  desired 
effect  In  operating  on  the  turbinates  the  cautery  should  be  drawn 
from  the  posterior  entirely  to  the  anterior  extremity  and  one  linear 
incision  made  above  the  other.  Of  course,  every  individual  case  must 
be  treated  as  such,  and  different  sizes,  shapes  and  styles  of  cautery 
points  used  best  adapted  to  each  case.  The  whole  operation  must  be 
done  quickly  and  under  the  best  illumination,  and  the  operator  must 
be  thoroughly  conversant  with  every  part  of  the  technique. 

After  the  cauterization  has  been  completed  and  no  hemorrhage 
takes  place  (as  it  should  not),  I  touched  the  area  cauterized  with  a 
cotton-wrapped  probe  dipped  in  an  aqueous  solution  of  pyoktannin, 
and  then  gently  blow  in  a  thin  layer  of  aristol.     The  nose  must  not 
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be  sprayed  with  anything.  Twenty-four  hours  afterwards,  the  same 
procedure  is  gone  through  with.  About  the  third  or  fourth  day  the 
scab  or  slough  is  ready  to  come  off.  It  can  be  gently  picked  off  with 
a  pair  of  forceps  and  the  nose  can  then  be  sprayed  as  usual  and  thor- 
oughly cleansed  and  antisepticized.  The  scabs  will  gradually  diminish 
in  size  and  number  in  the  course  of  the'  next  week  or  ten  days,  and 
the  result  of  the  cauterization,  on  the  tissues,  can  then  be  accurately 
•estimated.  It  should  be  a  cardinal  rule  to  never  cauterize  but  one 
side  of  the  nose  at  one  sitting,  and  at  intervals  of  ten  days.  Follow- 
ing the  above  outlined  plan  and  paying  attention  to  the  safe  rules 
laid  down,  an  adhesion  of  the  mucous  membrane  with  the  septum 
need  never  be  feared.  The  operator  must,  however,  always  insist  on 
seeing  the  patient  after  the  operation,  and  not  lose  sight  of  him  as 
soon  as  the  operation  is  completed. 

The  indications  for  the  use  of  the  galvanic  cautery  are  few  and 
simple.  I  havediscarded  the  use  of  chromic  acid  entirely,  having 
found  that  if  it  if  necessary  to  use  chromic  acid  the  Galvano-Cautery 
does  much  better ;  in  fact  there  is  no  acid  nor  escharotic  that  can  ever 
fill  the  place  of  the  Galvano-Cautery.  If  I  use  any  acid,  it  is  trichlo- 
racetic acid,  and  then  not  at  all  as  a  substitute  for  the  cautery,  but 
only  in  a  few  selected  cases  or  as  an  adjuvant  in  the  treatment  by  the 
cautery.  In  hypertrophy  of  the  inferior  turbinates,  in  hypertrophy 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  septum,  in  slight  spurs  and  in  enchon- 
droses  of  the  septum,  in  chronic  enlargement  of  the  follicles  of  the 
pharynx,  in  chronic  enlargement  of  the  tonsil  (in  adults  and  suitable 
cases),  in  hypertrophic  papillae  of  the  tongue,  in  enlargements  of  the 
lingual  tonsils,  it  is  the  agent  per  *e.  The  middle  turbinates,  with 
their  peculiar  anatomical  position,  their  blood  supply,  etc.,  should  be 
very  cautiously  approached,  and  be  a  noli  me  tangere  to  the  beginner 
or  careless  operator,  or  one  who  does  not  thoroughly  understand  the 
anatomical  relation  of  the  parts  and  their  close  connection  with  im- 
portant structures. — Editorial  in  Clinical  Chronicle. 
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PERISCOPE. 

TREATflENT  OF  STRICTURES  OF  THE    MALE  URETHRA. 

Dr.  J.  A  Wyeth,  the  author  of  a  paper  read  before  the  New  York 
Academy  of  Medicine,  said  he  would  deal  only  with  organic  strictures 
due  to  fibrillation  of  the  connective  tissue  which  resulted  from  cell 
proliferation  under  the  stimulus  of  an  infectious  inflammation.  If 
what  he  should  say  appeared  dogmatic,  it  was  because,  in  the  light  of 
a  considerable  experience,  he  believed  he  was  right ;  yet  he  was  open 
to  conviction  if  his  conclusions  could  be  proved  incorrect, 

To  the  clinician,  strictures  of  the  urethra  might  be  divided  into  :— 
1.  Tho3e  affecting  the  anterior  half  inch  of  the  urethra.     2.  Those 
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between  this  point  and  the  bulb.  3.  Those  affecting  the  bulho-niem- 
branous  portion  of  the  urethra.  True  organic  stricture  of  the  meatus 
was  rare,  was  limited  in  extent,  and  was  easily  corrected  by  nieatot- 
omy  or  meato-urethrotomy.  In  his  experience  the  usual  causes  had 
been  trauma  with  the  syringe  and  corrosive  applications.  As  a  rule, 
he  incised  them  along  the  middle  line  of  the  floor,  but,  if  necessary, 
did  not  hesitate  to  cut  the  roof  or  sides,  then  practiced  interrupted 
dilatation.  • 

Treatment  of  the  second  division  consisted  in  internal  urethrotomy 
or  incision  with  divulsion  (modified  divulsion).  The  Otis  urethrotome 
was  introduced,  cutting  in  the  middle  of  the  roof ;  the  stricture  was 
put  fairly  well  on  the  stretch ;  the  knife  was  passed  back  and  forth 
in  the  same  groove  once  or  twice.  Then  the  blades  were  separated 
still  farther,  and  divulsion  was  practiced  if  the  stricture  bands  yielded 
readily.  If  there  was  still  much  resistance,  the  bars  were  separated 
to  a  point  of  considerable  resistance,  and  the  knife  was  again  drawn 
through.  If  the  Otis  urethrotome  would  not  pass,  he  made  partial 
preliminary  dilatation  with  the  dilating  filiform  bougie  of  Dr.  E.  A. 
Banks,  one  of  the  most  useful  instruments  ever  invented. 

Strictury  of  the  bulbomembranous  portion  was  far  the  most  diffi- 
cult to  to  deal  with  satisfactory.  In  the  rare  cases  where  the  Banks 
dilating  filiform  bougie  would  not  pass,  or  where  there  was  perineal 
abscess  or  urinary  fistula,  he  performed  external  urethrotomy  or  peri- 
neal section. 

A  large  proportion  of  strictures  of  the  bulbo-  membra  nous  junction 
could  be  relieved  by  a  modification  of  the  internal  cutting  operation. 
For  the  last  ten  years  he  had  practiced  this  method  in  a  large  num- 
ber of  cases,  and  in  not  a  single  instance  had  he  met  with  a  result 
which  contra-indicated  the  procedure,  and  he  was  firmly  convinced 
that  perineal  urethrotomy  was  done  in  many  instances  where  a  less 
formidable  procedure  would  suffice.  The  method  was  as  follows: 
Presuming  that  the  stricture  would  not  admit  the  urethrotome,  the 
anaesthetized  urethra  was  injected  with  sterilized  sweet  oil,  using  some 
pressure  in  order  to  force  a  small  quantity  through  the  obstruction. 
As  was  well  known,  the  cut-off  muscle  readily  yielded  to  hyperdisten- 
sion  of  the  urethra.  A  Banks  dilating  filiform  was  introduced,  and 
the  stricture  partially  divulsed  until  it  would  admit  the  urethrotome, 
the  straight  instrument  being  used  as  for  the  anterior  portion.  It 
usually  required  a  little  force  for  its  passage.  He  then  gave  the 
compressor  urethra1  two  or  three  minutes  to  get  tired  of  the  grip  with 
which  it  seized  the  instrument,  after  which  a  better  idea  of  the  density 
and  tightness  of  the  stricture  could  be  obtained.  Without  any  sepa- 
ration of  the  bars  of  the  instrument,  the  knife  was  drawn  from  behind 
forward  along  the  roof  of  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra.  The 
bars  of  the  instrument  should  now  be  separated,  and,  if  the  bands 
yielded  readily  under  ordinary  pressure,  divulsion  was  accomplished, 
the  fibers  tearing  in  the  line  of  the  partial  incision  already  made.     I 
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the  instrument  blocked  as  the  [screw  was  turned,  the  effort  at  divul- 
sion  should  cease,  the  blades  approximated,  then  separated  very 
slightly,  and  the  incision  repeated.  Divulsion  could  then  be  accom- 
plished accurately  and  satisfactorily,  without  danger  of  breaking  the 
instrument 

This  modified  method  of  divulsion  was  to  be  preferred  to  the  simple 
divulging  instruments  which  were  used  without  incision,  because  in 
the  one  the  surgeon  intelligently  selected  the  line  of  cleavage,  while 
in  the  other  it  was  blind  explosion  in  any  direction.  After  divulsion 
as  described,  interrupted  dilatation  was  carried  out.  For  this  pur- 
pose he  preferred  the  straight  sound  to  the  curved  instrument.  In 
broad,  dense  strictures  it  might  be  necessary  subsequently  to  pass  a 
sound  once  or  twice  a  month  to  prevent  recurrence.  When  early  re- 
constriction  took  place,  requiring  so  much  attention  as  to  be  annoying 
to  the  patient,  a  perineal  section  should  be  advised. 

Regarding  sterilization  of  the  urethra  before  operating,  the  author 
effected  this  by  local  cleansing  and  rendering  the  urine  sterile.  For 
the  latter  purpose  he  administered  twenty  drops  of  a  mixture  of  2  dr. 
of  oil  of  gaultheria  and  1  dr.  of  salol  three  or  four  times  a  day.  This 
would  sterilize  the  urine  in  twenty-four  hours.  Locally  he  irrigated 
the  urethra  with  permanganate  of  potash  (1-3000)  for  five  minutes 
before  the  operation,  or  by  ballooning  the  canal  three  or  four  times 
under  sufficient  pressure  to  overcome  the  cut-off  muscle,  and  thus 
reach  the  whole  canal. 

Anaesthesia  could  be  secured  from  the  meatus  to  the  compressor 
urethras  by  using  from  1  to  3  dr.  of  a  2-  to  4  per  cent,  solution  of  co- 
tcaine,  according  to  the  susceptibility  of  the  patient  Anaesthesia  of 
the  membranous  portion  could  be  obtained  by  carrying  the  Keyes- 
Ultzmann  syringe  -point  down  to  the  cut-off  muscle,  pushing  it  slightly 
within,  and  injecting  10  to  15  minims  of  a  4-per  cent,  solution.  An- 
aesthesia beyond  the  cut-off  muscle  was  practically  impossible,  be- 
cause the  urine  was  in  contact  with  the  cocaine,  diluting  it. 

Hemorrhage  was  controlled  by  external  pressure,  using  a  compress 
of  cotton  and  bandage. 

Dr.  Wyeth  had  not  used  electrolysis.  When  it  could  be  proved 
that  cicatricial  tissue  could  be  dissolved  by  an  electrical  current  with- 
out of  itself  producing  an  eschar,  he  would  be  compelled  to  accept 
the  superiority  of  electrolysis  over  urethrotomy.  Until  then  he  would 
believe  in  the  operation  just  described. — American  Med  ho- Surgical 

Bulletin. 

m 

Thyroid  Treatment  of  Imbecility. 

In  the  Royal  Albert  Asylum  a  number  of  idoitic  children  of  the 
so-called  Mongolian  type  have  been  treated  for  the  last  two  years 
with  thyroid  extract.     These  idiots  closely  resemble  cretins  in  physi- 
cal aspect  and  mental  character.      They  have  stunted  growth,  dull, 
vol.  lvil — 6 
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heavy  expressions,  with  open  mouth  and  thick  lips,  slow,  deliberate 
movement,  with  hoarse,  guttural  and  monosyllabic  speech,  the  mental 
apathy,  sluggish  circulation,  and  sensitiveness  to  cold.  A  thickened 
condition  of  subcutaneous  tissue  is  often  found,  with  dulled  cutaneous 
sensibility.  The  skin  is  course  and  dry,  the  hair  short  and  thin. 
First  and  second  dentitions  are  delayed.  The  thyroid  gland  seems 
normal.     The  temperature  is  subnormal. 

The  results  of  thyroid  treatment  were  as  follows:  Improvement 
of  a  physical  and  mental  kind  takes  place.  This  varies  inversely  at 
the  age  of  the  patient  The  improvement  is  less  marked  and  less 
rapid  than  in  cretins.  The  temperature  reacts  slightly.  There  is 
some  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  skin.  It  desquamates,  but 
does  not  become  normally  smooth.  Growth  takes  place  slowly.  The 
mental  condition  improves ;  apathy  is  less  pronounced ;  the  patient 
becomes  more  active.  He  plays  like  other  children.  Speech  becomes 
less  thick  and  guttural.  The  author  has  had  some  good  results  in 
other  forms  of  idiocy. — Telford  Smith  in  British  Medical  Journal. 
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My  own  statistics  will  exhibit  best  the  progressively  lessened  death 
rate  obtained  through  the  adoption  of  better  methods  with  the  assis- 
tance of  more  modern  therapeutics.  These  statistics  especially 
exemplify  the  point  I  wish  chiefly  to  make,  namely,  that  the  para- 
mount factor  in  the  success  of  multiple  synchronous  operations  is  the 
sedulous  saving  of  blood,  and  the  importance  of  always  delaying  oper- 
ations until  the  first  effect  of  acute  anaemia  has,  to  an  extent,  passed 
away.  These  operations,  performed  by  the  same  operator,  under  the 
same  conditions  of  surroundings,  eta,  would  naturally  be  affected  in 
their  result  chiefly  by  the  greater  experience  of  the  operator,  together 
with  improved  methods.  They  were  all  done  after  antiseptic  methods. 
In  the  last  fourteen  years  I  have  had  fifty-one  double  synchronous 
major  operations  and  nine  deaths.     They  were  divided  as  follows : 

Cases.  Deaths. 

Amputation  of  both  lower  extremities, 31  8 

Amputation  of  both  upper  extremities, 9  0 

Amputation  of  one  lower  and  one  upper  extremity,  5  1 

Amputation  of  one  extremity  and  some  other  major 

operation  at  same  time, 6  0 

51  9 

General  mortality  rate  17.66  per  cent 

During  this  period,  viz. :  fourteen  years,  there  were  eight  triple 
operations  and  four  deaths,  and  one  quadruple  operation  which  was 
followed  by  recovery.  In  the  first  six  years  the  usual  recommendation 
of  not  waiting  in  shock,  but  to  operate  during  exhaustion  from  acute 
anaemia  was  followed.    The  chief  stimulants  used  were  alcohol  and 
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ether,  and  sometimes  atropia,  and  the  operations  were  hurried  all  that 
was  possible,  and  oozing  and  hemorrhage  from  the  small  vessels  were 
not  as  carefully  controlled  as  they  might  have  been  on  account  of  the 
idea  that  great  rapidity  of  operating  was  necessary.  During  this 
period  there  were  thirteen  double  operations  and  six  deaths,  46.25  per 
cent  mortality. 

In  the  second  period  of  eight  years,  siuce  surgical  shock  has  been 
regarded  as  acute  anaemia  and  has  been  treated  as  such,  and  the  op- 
erations delayed  until  partial  restitution  of  the  circulation  has  been 
established,  and  when  hemorrhage  has  been  controlled  carefully,  be- 
fore, during  and  after  operations,  there  have  been  thirty-eight  double 
synchronous  operations  and  four  deaths,  a  mortality  rate  of  10.8  per 
cent  There  have  been  six  triple  operations  and  three  deaths,  33. 13 
per  cent  mortality,  and  one  quadruple  operation,  followed  by  recov- 
ery. Results  have  grown  progressively  better  too :  for  instance  in  the 
last  three  years  there  were  eighteen  double  operations  and  one  death, 
and  in  the  last  two  years  thirteen  double  operations  and  no  death. 

All  of  these  cases  were  recent  multiple  injuries,  and  very  commonly 
other  parts  besides  the  limbs  requiring  amputations  were  also  injured. 
I  believe,  therefore,  the  results  of  this  later  period  will  go  far  towards 
establishing  that  it  is  improved  treatment  of  shock  and  the  concomi- 
tants which  markedly  lessen  the  mortality  after  multiple  synchronous 
operations. — W.  L.  Estes,  M.  D.,  before  N.  Y.  Association  of  Bail- 
vray  Surgeons. 

AN    INCIDENT. 

Last  week  Dr.  Beebe,  of  Sidney,  who  is  a  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Registration,  was  in  this  city.  Dr.  Beebe  represents  the 
Homoeopathic  segment  of  the  Board,  and,  by  the  way,  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  say  he  is  a  scholar  and  cultured  gentleman,  and  any  board  would 
be  made  stronger  by  his  presence  in  it  The  incident,  however,  was 
produced  by  Dr.  Scudder,  who  holds  tightly  to  the  Eclectic  section  of 
the  Board,  and  sees  to  it  that  disreputable  and  unqualified  men  do 
not  practic  medicine  in  Ohio  under  the  Eclectic  banner.  This  same 
Dr.  Scudder  felt  the  cockles  of  his  heart  warming  toward  those  phy- 
sicians who  were  not  of  his  own  school,  and  invited  a  goodly  number 
of  his  professional  acquaintances  of  each  of  the  three  schools  to  meet 
Dr.  Beebe  at  a  dinner  at  the  Grand  Hotel.  The  repast  was  superb, 
and  there  was  a  lying  down  together  of  lambs  and  lions  without  one 
being  inside  of  the  other.  Pleasanter  occasions  are  rare,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved the  incident  will  not  be  without  profit  to  the  entire  medical 
profession  of  Ohio. 

In  the  evening  Dr.  Beebe  read  a  paper  before  the  Homoeopathic 
Lyceum,  and  his  auditors  were  not  all  Homoeopaths,  and,  so  far  as 
could  be  heard  or  seen,  it  could  not  be  discovered  from  the  paper  or 
following  discussion  that  the  Lyceum  members  belonged  to  the 
Homoeopathic  or  any  other  school  of  medicine. 

The  world  do  move. — Editorial  Lancet-Clinic. 


100  MEMORIES. 

MEMORIES. 

Forgive  a  moment,  if  a  friend's  regret 
Delay  the  task  your  honoring  kindness  set 
I  miss  one  face  to  all  men  ever  dear ; 
I  miss  one  voice  that  all  men  loved  to  hear. 
How  glad  were  I  to  sit  with  you  apart, 
Could  the  dead  master  use  his  higher  art 
To  lift  on  wings  of  ever  lightsome  mirth 
The  burdened  Muse  above  the  dust  of  earth, 
To  stamp  with  jests  the  heavy  ore  of  thought, 
To  give  a  day  with  proud  remembrance  fraught, 
The  vital  pathos  of  that  Holmes-spun  art 
Which  knew  so  well  to  reach  the  common  heart. 
Alas  !  for  me,  for  you,  that  fatal  hour ! 
Gone  is  the  master !     Ah  !  not  mine  the  power 
To  gild  with  jests  that  almost  with  a  tear 
The  thronging  memories  that  are  with  us  here. 

S.  Weir  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  Columbu*  Med.  Jour. 


Dermoid  Cyst  of  the  Ovary. 

Dandors  describes  a  dermoid  cyst  of  the  ovary  in  a  child  seven 
years  of  age.  A  very  voluminous  tumor  was  found  in  the  abdomen. 
On  opening  the  latter,  from  the  xiphoid  cartilage  to  within  a  few  ccm. 
above  the  pubis,  the  tumor  was  readily  removed  in  one  piece.  It 
proved  to  be  a  cyst  of  the  ovary,  weighing  7  kgs.,  equal  to  one-quar- 
ter the  bodily  weight,  which,  on  incision,  presented  irregular  areas  ot 
cavities,  with  colloid  contents,  and  others  which  were  filled  with  hairs 
and  tallow-like  material,  as  well  as  bony  portions  without  any  regular 
arrangement*  which  amounted  to  one-third  of  the  weight  of  the  whole 
tumor,  although  tuberculous  granulations  were  fonnd  on  the  perito- 
neum and  the  epiplo?.  The  child  was  returned  to  its  parents  after 
eight  days,  and  was  dismissed  as  cured  after  two  months. — Pediat- 
ric^ Dec,  1896. 

m 

Prostatic  Hypertrophy. — In  a  paper  read  before  the  British  Medi- 
cal Association  at  a  recent  meeting,  Dr.  McEwen  stated  that  he  had 
operated  in  five  cases,  three  by  double  orchectomy,  and  two  by  re-sec 
tion  of  the  vas  deferens.  His  conclusions  were :  In  many  cases  cas- 
tration causes  more  or  less  atrophy  of  the  prostate,  2.  Atrophy  occurs 
most  commonly  when  the  prostate  is  soft.  3.  It  is  of  most  value  when 
the  enlargement  is  general.  4.  Cystitis  may  be  relieved  or  cured. 
6.  In  marked  cystitis  drainage  is  better.  6.  It  may  do  awa%y  with  the 
necessity  of  the  use  of  the  catheter.  7.  Or  the  catheter  may  be  used 
less  frequently.  8.  Resection  of  the  vas  deferens  acts  more  slowly, 
but  the  effect  is  similar. — British  Med.  Jour. 
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OBSTETRIC    ACCIDENTS-To  the  Child. 

VIII.  Prolapse  op  the  Cord. — This  is  an  accident  in  which  the 
prospects  for  the  child  are  extremely  bad,  fully  one-half  being  lost 
The  prognosis  to  the  mother,  however,  is  not  altered.  Fortunately 
the  occurrence  of  this  trouble  is  not  frequent,  probably  happening 
once  in  about  every  two  hundred  labors.  Where  it  can  be  noticed  be- 
fore the  membranes  rupture,  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  in  advance 
of  the  presenting  part,  it*  is  known  as  presentation  of  the  funis.  In 
the  event  that  it  descends  into  the  vagina  after  the  evacuation  of  the 
amniotic  fluid  it  is  called  prolapsus  of  the  cord,  or  funis. 

The  cause  of  this  accident  has  been  variously  attributed  to  the 
membranes  rupturing  with  the  patient  in  the  standing  position,  to  an 
unusual  length  of  the  cord,  a  loop  of  it  engaging  with  the  presenting 
part,  and  to  the  low  attachment  of  the  placenta.  It  is  also  likely  to  fol- 
low in  case  of  any  disproportion  between  the  presenting  part  and  pelvic 
brim,  and,  as  a  consequence,  is  a  frequent  complication  in  face,  breech 
and  pelvic  presentations.  Among  additional  causes  may  also  be  men- 
tioned an  excess  of  liquor  amnii,  premature  rupture  of  the  membranes, 
want  of  development  of  the  child,  obliquity  of  the  uterus,  pelvic  de- 
formity, as  well  as  prolapse  of  one  of  the  foetal  members. 

This  accident,  it  is  claimed,  occurs  about  four  times  as  often  in 
multipara  as  in  primiparse.  The  diagnosis  is  comparatively  easy, 
the  cord  being  recognized  by  a  digital  examination,  and  its  presence 
positively  confirmed  by  the  pulsations.  The  prognosis  to  the  child  is 
always  forbidding,  its  life  being  endangered  from  asphyxia,  the  re- 
sult of  pressure  arresting  placental  respiration. 

The  treatment  should  be  directed  to  prevention  of  pressure  upon  the 
cord,  as  well  as  an  effort  to  replace  it  In  vertex  presentations  turn- 
ing has  been  advised,  bringing  the  feet  down  and  replacing  the  cord 
at  the  same  time.  According  to  statistics  a  larger  number  of  children 
have  been  saved  by  this  means  than  by  any  other  treatment 

Another  means  of  relief  consists  in  replacing  the  cord,  either  by  me- 
chanical manual  or  postural  manipulation.     This  can  frequently  be 
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accomplished  by  means  of  the  finger,  carrying  the  cord  high  up  above 
the  presenting  part ;  or  by  the  use  of  a  soft  rubber  catheter  as  a  re- 
positor,  the  cord  being  included  within  a  tape  passed  through  the  eye 
of  the  catheter,  the  stylet  being  used  as  a  guide  by  which  it  is  carried 
up  in  the  uterus  as  far  as  need  be ;  after  which  the  wire  is  removed. 
The  presenting  part  engaging  will  prevent  a  return  of  the  prolapsus. 

The  postural  treatment  answers  very  well  in  some  cases,  and  it  is  the 
preferable  means  of  relief  of  many.  This  consists  of  placing  the  wo- 
man in  the  knee-chest  position,  thus  throwing  the  anterior  wall  of  the 
uterus  in  an  inclined  plane,  causing  the  cord  to  gravitate  backward 
by  its  own  weight 

The  hasty  delivery  by  means  of  the  forceps  has  been  suggested 
also,  having  means  at  hand  for  the  resuscitation  of  the  child.  Treat- 
ment in  these  cases  should  not  be  delayed,  as  fatal  asphyxia  would 
soon  follow,  while  the  early  application  of  judicious  measures  will 
result  beneficially  in  a  large  number  of  cases.  r.  c.  w. 


PNEUMONIA. 

By  the  term,  pneumonia,  we  understand  an  inflammation  of  the 
parenchyma  of  the  lung,  and  may  be  distinct  from  bronchitis  and 
pleurisy,  or  may  embrace  either  or  both,  taking,  in  this  case,  the  name 
of  broncho- pneumonia  or  pleuropneumonia. 

In  recent  works  on  medicine  we  notice  a  new  division  of  this  very 
old  disease.  We  read  of  primary  and  secondary  lobar  pneumonia, 
croupous  pneumonia,  fibrous  pneumonia,  lobar  pneumonia  with  the 
formation  of  new  connective  tissue,  interstitial  pneumonia,  broncho- 
pneumonia, pneumonia  of  heart  disease,  tubercular  pneumonia,  and 
syphilitic  pneumonia.  These,  with  the  old  terms,  pneumonitis,  lung 
fever,  and  winter  fever,  form  such  an  array  that  the  young  practi- 
tioner looks  with  dismay  at  so  formidable  a  list,  and  wonders  if  he 
can  successfully  diagnose  and  treat  this  disease  that  is  hydra -headed. 

To  avoid  confusion,  let  us  return  to  the  old  definition  of  pneumonia, 
an  inflammation  of  the  parenchyma  of  the  lung,  which  includes  the 
air  vesicles,  the  air  passages,  and  the  smallest  bronchi  In  infantile 
pneumonia,  the  larger  bronchial  tubes  a*e  usually  involved,  giving  us 
a  true  broncho-pneumonia.  The  disease  is  usually  the  result  of  cold, 
which  is  followed  by  a  chill  of  more  or  less  severity,  which  in  turn  is 
followed  by  febrile  re-action.  The  breathing  is  short  and  hurried ;  a 
dry  cough  renders  the  patient  very  uncomfortable,  though  as  yet 
there  is  but  little  pain — more  a  sense  of  tightness  and  constriction 
than  actual  pain.  The  secretions  are  all  arrested,  with  dry  skin, 
scanty  secretion  of  urine,  and  constipation.  The  temperature  increases 
to  the  second  or  third  day,  when  it  reaches  104°  or  105°  in  the  evening, 
but  falls  to  102°  in  the  morning.  The  first  twenty-four  or  forty-eight 
hours,  the  sputa  is  frothy  and  white,  gradually  changing  to  a  rusty 
sputa  characteristic  of  the  disease. 
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Tile  physical  signs  are  marked.  The  respiratory  murmur  is  replaced 
by  the  crepitant  rhonchus,  resembling  the  sound  made  by  throwing 
salt  upon  the  fire ;  this  being  soon  replaced  by  the  sub-crepitant  sound, 
or  that  made  by  rubbing  the  hair  between  the  fingers,  which  is  soon 
followed  by  disappearance  of  any  rhonchi,  which  is  evidence  of  great 
exudation,  and  known  as  hepatization,  and  which  gives  marked  dull- 
ness on  percussion.  The  respiration  is  chiefly  abdominal.  The  ex- 
pression is  one  of  anxiety,  the  breathing  hurried,  with  marked  dysp- 
noea, and  expectoration  of  yellowish  or  greenish  hua  As  the  inflam- 
mation subsides,  the  dullness  gives  way  to  the  fine  sub-crepitant 
sounds,  which  in  turn  are  followed  by  the  crepitant,  and  finally  the 
mucous  rhonchus  replaces  all  The  fever  subsides,  the  secretions  are 
re-established,  and  the  patient  is  convalescent. 

While  generally  not  a  great  deal  of  pain  is  experienced,  we  have 
some  marked  exceptions,  where  a  sharp  pain  is  felt  under  the  nipple, 
or  a  dull,  hard  pain  ushers  in  the  disease,  and  continues  throughout 
its  course.  If  the  pleura  is  involved,  the  pain  is  sharp  and  lancinat- 
ing ;  this  complication  frequently  not  occurring  till  the  sixth  or  sev- 
enth day,  when  the  patient  has  seemingly  passed  the  worst  of  the 
disease. 

During  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  since  grip  has  prevailed,  a  com- 
mon complication  is  catarrhal  bronchitis,  involving  the  large  bronchi 
A  more  serious  complication  is  acute  pericarditis,  recognized  by  pre- 
cordial pain,  rapid  breathing,  small,  quick  pulse,  and  cyanosis. 

The  diagnosis  is  not  difficult  The  short,  quick  breathing ;  the  dry, 
quick  cough,  frothy  expectoration,  rapidly  changing  to  rusty  color ; 
the  crepitant,  sub  crepitant,  and  finally  the  almost  entire  absence  of 
sound,  with  dullness  on  percussion,  make  a  group  of  symptoms  that 
can  not  be  mistaken. 

The  prognosis  is  favorable  in  the  very  large  per  cent  of  cases,  if 
carefully  treated,  and  I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  the  Eclectic 
treatment  has  been  instrumental  in  reducing  a  former  large  mortality. 
My  father  had  a  reputation  for  miles  beyond  his  own  territory  in  treat- 
ing lung  fever,  and  rarely  ever  lost  a  case.  In  talking  with  one  of  our 
old  practitioners  a  few  days  ago,  he  said :  "I  am  almost  ashamed  to 
tell  it,  but  it  is  the  religious  truth,  I  never  lost  a  case  of  pneumonia. " 
A  treatment  so  successful  in  so  grave  a  disease  surely  has  a  great  deal 
to  commend  it 

What  are  the  agents?  In  the  adult  the  sedative  is  generally  vera- 
trum,  for  we  usually  find  the  full,  bounding  pulse  calling  for  this 
agent  A  half  drachm,  or  even  a  drachm,  to  a  half  glass  of  water,  a 
teaspoonful  every  three  hours,  will  reduce  the  temperature,  slow  the 
pulse,  allay  the  harassing  cough,  and  moisten  the  skin. 

To  this  may  be  added  bryonia  for  the  sharp  chest  pain  ;  macrotys 
for  soreness ;  ipecac  for  the  irritation ;  lobelia  for  the  dyspnoea  and 
oppression.  If  the  pulse  be  small  and  quick,  aconite  replaces  the 
veratrum. 
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As  for  local  applications,  the  larded  cloth  well  dusted  with  emetic 
powder,  answers  admirably  in  all  cases  where  there  is  enfeeblement, 
and  for  children.  If  the  lungs  are  engorged  and  breathing  difficult 
and  dry,  apply  large  hot  hop  poultices,  and  change  every  two  or  three 
hours  as  they  become  cold,  being  careful  to  have  a  hot  one  at  the  bed- 
side, while  the  warm,  not  cold  one  is  being  removed.  The  hot  mush 
jacket  is  also  very  good.  Either  of  these  will  loosen  the  tightness, 
and  relieve  the  difficult  breathing. 

To  obtain  rest,  the  patient  may  have  at  bed-time,  powdered  ipecac 
one  grain,  sulphate  codeine  one-fourth  or  one-third  grain.  This  dose 
for  an  adult  with  much  smaller  dose  for  a  child. 

This  is  not  only  a  safe,  but  a  very  successful  treatment.  Contrast 
this  with  the  treatment  recommended  in  a  standard  work  on  thera- 
peutics published  last  year,  namely :  "In  the  early  stage,  put  patient 
to  bed  and  take  ten,  twelve,  or  even  twenty  ounces  of  blood ;  it  does 
not  matter  the  quantity,  it  is  the  effect  that  is  desired.  Or  if  this  be 
not  deemed  wise,  apply  six  to  twelve  leeches,  or  in  place  of  these  cups 
may  be  substituted ;  then  a  five-grain  Dover  powder  is  given  with  a 
hot  cataplasm  to  side. " 

This,  in  the  closing  of  the  19th  century,  resembles  the  treatment  of 
one  hundred  years  ago,  and  yet  there  are  some  who  have  the  effrontery 
to  say,  that  there  is  but  little  difference  between  the  schools  of  medi- 
cine— that  there  is  no  further  need  of  Eclecticism,  "Go  to,"  ye  who 
have  vainly  held  to  the  delusion  that  the  reign  of  pleasant  medication 
was  now  universal,  for  the  practice  of  torturing  the  sick  is  still  in 

vogue.  B.  L.  T. 

^ '  — 

ELATERIUn. 

Elaterium  momordica  has  been  in  use  as  a  remedy  for  a  long 
time.  It  is  the  inspissated  juice  of  the  "squirting  cucumber. "  When 
fresh  it  is  found  in  a  pale,  gray  or  greenish  powder  or  crust.  It  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  there  are  many  absolutely  worthless  preparations 
on  the  market  Our  experience  has  been  based  principally  upon  the 
specific  medicine  elaterium.  It  is  of  a  beautiful  green  color,  and  very 
bitter  to  the  taste.  It  should  be  thoroughly  diluted  and  well  mixed 
with  the  water  before  taking  it,  as  any  sediment  in  the  bottom  of  the 
glass  might  be  a  precipitate  of  the  drug,  and  an  overdose  would  re- 
sult The  dose  of  elaterium  is  a  teaspoonful  every  one  or  two  hours 
of  a  dilution  made  by  adding  five  to  ten  drops  of  the  specific  medicine 
to  four  fluid  ounces  of  water.  Overdoses  are  poisonous,  producing 
insensibility,  blindness,  and  an  inflammation  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels  that  might  cause  death. 

The  dried  preparations,  and  even  the  active  principle,  which  is  used 
to  a  great  extent  by  many  physicians,  are  so  variable  in  their  strength 
and  action  that  no  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  them.  Extreme 
care  is  necessary  in  prescribing  elaterium.  It  is  always  contra-indi- 
cated by  an  active  inflammatory  state  of  the  gastro-intestinal  tract 
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and  by  debility.  It  is  a  rem9dy  only  for  plethoric  cases  and  for  those 
who  can  stand  at  least  soma  depletion.  It  should  be  given  with  cau- 
tion to  those  who  have  heart  affections  and  to  the  pregnant  woman. 

Elaterium  in  fair-sized  doses  is  possibly  the  most  active  hydragogue 
cathartic  known.  It  produces  enormous  discharges  of  water  from  the 
kidneys  and  the  bowels,  and,  because  of  this  action,  it  is  a  prominent 
remedy  in  the  treatment  of  dropsy.  It  should  not  be  given  in  the 
dropsy  due  to  cardiac  trouble,  but  in  the  dropsy  due  to  a  "big  liver. " 
When  there  is  torpidity  of  the  bowels  and  kidneys,  the  tongue  heavily 
coated,  and  there  is  every  evidence  of  the  need  of  a  cathartic,  give 
elaterium  with  confidence  that  it  will  do  well  For  this  purpose  the 
powdered  elaterium  is  frequently  used,  and  especially  when  it  is  de- 
sirous to  give  it  in  pill  form.  The  following  formulae  are  favorites  with 
Prof.  Locke.     We  find  them  in  our  notes  taken  when  at  college. 

B. — Elaterium  gr.  j.,  Podophyllin  gr.  ij.,  Ext.  Colocynth  gr.  xvj., 
Ext  Hyo3cyamus  q.  s.  M.  F.  pills  No.  8.  Sig. — One  pill  every 
two  to  four  hours. 

Here  is  another  intended  especially  to  influence  the  kidneys  in  drop- 
sical troubles:  R. — Elaterium  gr.  j.,  Powi  Digitalis  33s.,  Powd. 
Squills  3ss.,  Ext.  Hyoscyamus  q.  s.  M.  F.  pills  No.  20.  Sig.— 
One  pill  every  two  or  three  hours  for  two  or  three  days,  or  until  the 
desired  effect  is  produced. 

Disappointment  is  sure  to  follow  the  use  of  these  combinations  un- 
less the  drugs  in  them  are  carefully  selected  and  properly  prepared. 
Many  times  it  is  well  to  combine  or  alternate  elaterium  with  apocy- 
num  for  dropsy. 

Fairly  large  doses  of  elaterium  are  recommended  as  a  revulsive  in 
cerebral  disease.  We  have  had  no  experience  in  this  use  of  the  drug, 
and  can  not  therefore,  say  much  abont  it 

Elaterium  is  an  efficient  remedy  in  large  doses  in  the  treatment  of 
uraemic  convulsions,  or  of  convulsions  due  to  suppression  of  urine  and 
feces  after  scarlet  fever,  etc.  The  free  flow  of  water  from  the  bowels 
assists  in  washing  the  excess  of  urea  from  the  blood. 

It  is  the  use  of  the  small  dose  of  elaterium  for  its  direct  effect  (when 
the  specific  medicine  is  the  most  convenient  as  well  as  the  most  effi- 
cient preparation  of  the  drug)  that  we  especially  desire  to  recommend 
at  this  time,  and  upon  which  most  of  your  personal  experience  is 
based.  In  chronic  cystitis,  with  violent  cramping  pain  about  the  neck 
of  the  bladder,  and  a  constant  discharge  of  pus  or  muco-pus,  and  the 
arine  expelled  in  a  torrent,  together  with  deep  soreness  and  dragging 
pains  in  and  about  the  perineum,  elaterium  has  no  equal  as  a  remedy. 
There  is  such  a  degree  of  satisfaction  about  the  result  due  to  its  use  in 
this  respect  that  we  feel  that  we  can  not  be  too  positive  or  emphatic  in 
recommending  it  for  this  purpose. 

Its  gentle  stimulating  effect  on  the  whole  urinary  tract  makes  it 
just  as  efficient  as  a  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  nephritis. 
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We  believe  that  our  Prof.  King  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  calling  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  the  use  of  this  drug  in  small,  oft-re- 
peated doses,  and  we  are  glad  to  again  record  this  fact  here.  It  is  not 
the  only  bright  star  by  any  means  that  adorns  his  crown.  There  is 
much  indeed  in  the  materia  medica  of  the  Eclectic  school  that  is  due 
to  the  labors  of  Prof.  King.  w.  k.  b. 


A  YEAR  OF  ROENTGEN  RAYS. 

A  year  has  now  passed  (Jan.  7. )  since  Prof.  Roentgen  unselfishly 
and  without  price  gave  to  the  world  his  accidental  discovery  of  the 
effects  of  the  mysterious  light  known  as  the  X  Hay.  Received  at  first 
with  incredulity,  if  not  amusement,  it  seemed  as  if  it  might  be  one  of 
the  evanescent  chimeras  that  have  from  time  to  time  been  announced 
to  the  world.  The  scientific  standing  of  Roentgen,  however,  and  the 
modest  manner  in  which  he  presented  his  concise  and  clear  paper  be- 
fore Ihe  Wurtzberg  Pb}  sico  Medical  Society  led  to  an  investigation  of 
the  subject,  and  with  results  the  equal  of  which  have  not  so  aston- 
ished the  world  for  ages.  Perhaps  no  new  thing  in  science  has  made 
such  wonderful  developments  in  a  year's  time  as  the  discovery  made 
by  this  scientist 

What  has  been  the  field  opened  up  in  medicine  and  surgery  by  the 
X  Ray?  At  first  such  Ihin  portions  of  the  body  as  the  hand  could  be 
made  to  reveal  rather  indistinctly,  its  osseous  framework,  and  that 
only  by  several  hours  exposure  to  the  rays  of  the  new  forca  Now, 
however,  not  only  the  bones  of  thinner  portions  of  the  body,  but  the . 
whole  skeletal  structure  of  the  system  may  be  rapidly  and  distinctly 
radiographed.  Indeed  it  is  not  now  necessary  to  obtain  a  radiograph, 
for  now  the  bones  are  distinctly  detected  and  directly  examined  by 
the  instrument  known  as  the  flouroscope,  iuvented  within  the  year 
simultaneously  by  Salvoni,  of  Italy,  and  Maggie,  of  Princeton. 

Foreign  bodies  in  the  flesh,  such  as  needles,  bullets,  fragments  of 
metal,  glass,  bony  sequestra,  etc.,  no  longer  evade  the  search  of  the 
surgeon,  but  are  readily  located  by  the  fluoroscope,  and  when  practic- 
able readily  removed.  A  variety  of  fractures  have  been  observed, 
fractures  differentiated  from  dislocations,  bony  growths  examined, 
osseous  deformities  diagnosticated,  and  even  unlocked  for  develop- 
ments in  dental  investigations  have  been  prominent  in  this  line  of 
work.  It  is  now  possible  to  photograph  with  great  definitness,  the 
varieties  of  dental  tissue,  as  the  cementum,  enamel,  dentine,  and  even 
the  course  of  the  dental  nerves.  The  dental  surgeon,  by  means  of  a 
specially  constructed  fluoroscope,  is  enabled  to  distinguish  wrongs  of 
the  interior  of  the  teeth,  particularly  of  the  cavities,  nerve-channels, 
and  root-channela 

While  at  first  it  seemed  only  possible  to  detect  metallic  and  vitreous 
bodies  and  osseous  structures,  it  is  now  possible  to  outline  and  study 
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the  viscereal  structures  and  even  the  position  of  the  fcBtus  has  been 
observed  in  utero.  It  has  been  the  privilege  of  some  investigators  to 
observe  with  the  fluoroscope  the  beating  heart  Tubercular  deposits, 
pus  pockets,  serous  effusions,  urinary  calculi,  cancerous  and  other 
tumors,  and  appendicitis  have  all  l)een  examined  and  diagnosticated 
by  means  of  this  marvelous  force.  Gall  stones,  which  are  quite  per- 
meable to  the  rays,  show  shadowy  outlines.  Interesting  investiga- 
tions upon  laryngeal  structures  are  now  being  made  by  means  of  this 
X  Ray. 

One  of  the  earliest  uses  of  the  X  Rays  in  surgery  was  to  determine 
whether  or  not  a  fracture  had  taken  place.  Not  only  does  it  serve 
this  purpose  now,  but  the  character  of  the  fracture,  whether  a  com- 
plete dissolution,  or  a  4(green  stick M  fracture,  is  now  *  demonstrable, 
while  during  treatment  the  progress  of  the  union  may  be  observed 
without  removing  the  dressings.  Osseous  caries,  the  tissue  changes 
taking  place  in  arthritic  affections,  and  the  ossification  and  calcina- 
tion of  bony  tumors  and  cartilages  may  be  determined.  In  hereditary 
syphilis,  the  dentation  line,  and  in  rickets,  the  ossification  area  has 
been  demonstrated.  Schlerosis  and  atheromatous  states  of  the  arter- 
ies in  all  parts  of  the  body  may  be  revealed  by  this  searching  light 
While  the  heart  has  been  observed  beating,  and  the  diaphragm  and 
liver  may  be  seen  in  movement  during  respiration,  they  cannot,  on  ac- 
count of  the  necessary  movements,  be  photographed  as  yet  In  the 
lungs,  calcareous  deposits,  the  scars  left  by  the  healing  of  old  ulcers 
and  cavities,  the  results  of  old  tubercular  disorders,  are  discernible. 

For  not  only  have  the  X  Rays  been  utilized  as  a  means  of  diagnosis, 
but  trials  have  been  made  of  them  to  cure  diseases.  Inasmuch  as  the 
rays  have  been  found  to  be  extremely  penetrating,  it  has  been  thought 
that  they  might  be  destructive  to  bacteria,  particularly  in  zymotic 
affections.  Investigators  are  now  satisfied,  however,  that  they  have  no 
such  destructive  effects  upon  bacteria  and  especially  upon  pathogene- 
tic bacteria. 

While  this  force  is  capable  of  untold  possibilities  for  good,  it  has 
been  demonstrated  that  it  is  not  without  danger  in  some  instances. 
The  prolonged  application  of  the  rays  has  resulted  in  serious  acci- 
dents, which  were  wholly  unforeseen  and  unexpected.  Thus  several 
cases  of  alopecia  have  resulted  from  its  use,  and  in  some  instances 
destruction  and  sloughing  of  the  exposed  tissues  have  occurred.  Ery- 
thema has  been  reported  in  several  instances.  A  hand  exposed  to  the 
rays  turned  a  deep  purple-brown,  accompanied  with  intolerable  pain, 
and  the  skin,  hair  and  nails  subsequently  fell  off. 

On  the  other  hand,  an  ankle  which  had  been  some  time  previously 
fractured  and  had  given  rise  to  soreness,  swelling  and  pain,  was  en- 
tirely freed  from  these  annoyances  by  the  direct  application  of  this 
force. 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  in  this  connection,  that  a  recent  Kansas 
court  is  the  first  to  admit  a  radiograph  as  valid  in  evidence,    h.  w.  f. 
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ARNICA     MONTANA. 

Although  arnica  has  been  a  remedy  of  the  "books"  for  ages,  we 
believe  that  but  few  physicians  to-day  use  it  in  a  way  to  get  its  best 
effects.  Usually  its  use  as  a  local  application  is  the  first  if  not  the 
only  place  thought  of  as  a  therapeutic  agent.  With  us  this  is  not  the 
case.  We  believe  the  question  is  at  least  debatable  whether  or  not 
arnica  adds  anything  in  a  medicinal  way  to  the  alcohol  through  which 
its  local  application  is  generall}-  made. 

It  is  as  an  internal  remedy  that  we  especially  desire  to  recommend 
arnica  in  this  paper.  Like  many  others  of  our  best  remedies,  when 
given  in  exqess  it  is  an  acro-narcotic  poison,  producing  vomiting,  con- 
vulsions, great  cardiac  depression,  muscular  weakness,  slow  and  shal- 
low respiration,  death.  Its  antagonists,  hence  its  antidotes,  are  atro- 
pine, ammonia,  alcohol,  opium  and  camphor. 

Small  doses  of  arnica  stimulate  digestion.  Large  doses  cause  nau- 
sea, vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  Small  doses  are  tonic  to  the  heart's 
action,  while  large  doses  depress  the  circulation  and  lower  the  tem- 
perature. Small  doses  act  kindly  upon  the  nervous  system,  while 
large  ones  cause  severe  headache,  depression,  paralysis,  coma,  convul- 
sions and  collapse.  Small  doses  stimulate  or  accelerate  respiratory 
efforts  ;  large  ones  depress  them. 

As  a  medicament,  then,  in  doses  of  a  proper  size,  we  will  say  that 
arnica  is  the  indicated  remedy  when  we  desire  a  stimulant  to  the  cer- 
ebro  spinal  nervous  system  ;  when  we  desire  an  increase  in  the  func- 
tional activity  of  the  whole  urinary  tract ;  when  the  heart  and  the  skin 
both  need  stimulation.  It  will,  then,  be  especially  beneficial  in  any 
disease,  and  particularly  in  the  advanced  stages  of  many  diseases, 
when  there  is  coldness,  depression,  want  of  respiratory  power,  and 
even  a  loss  of  control  over  the  sphincters  guarding  the  excretory  out- 
lets of  the  body.  In  milder  conditions  arnica  is  tht  remedy  in  any 
disease  when  there  is  an  unpleasant  or  even  extreme  soreness  or  ten- 
derness about  a  part  or  any  of  the  tissues,  as  though  they  had  been 
bruised,  and  this  sensitiveness  is  aggravated  by  touch  or  motion. 

With  these  ideas  of  the  use  and  action  of  arnica  constantly  before 
us,  it  becomes  a  most  efficient  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  those  cases 
of  headache  accompanied  by  depression,  etc.  In  pneumonia  of  an 
asthenic  type,  with  enfeebled  circulation,  coldness  of  extremities  and 
surface,  etc.,  give  arnica  internally  in  small  doses,  and  especially  if  it 
be  accompanied  by  typhoid  conditions,  great  exhaustion,  and  there 
is  an  absence  of  expectoration.  In  mania,  delirium  tremens,  and  other 
nervous  disorders  where  there  is  an  absence  of  excitement  and  there  are 
present  feebleness,  coldness  and  depression,  arnica  will  prove  its 
activity  as  a  remedy  if  properly  given.  The  same  may  be  said  of  it  if 
it  be  given  in  diarrhoea  or  dysentery  with  these  conditions  existing, 
and  the  discharges  are  large  and  of  foul  odor. 

Arnica  is  the  same  efficient  remedy  in  hectic  fever,  in  so-called 
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**putrid  fever"  when  there  is  depression — a  dry  tongue,  nausea,  slimy, 
foul  emesis — a  complication  of  unpleasant  gastric  disturbances.  Ar- 
nica is  a  most  valuable  remedy  in  the  exhaustion  due  to  sexual  ex- 
cesses or  abuse  when  accompanied  by  the  characteristic  depression. 
We  believe  that  in  many  cases  it  is  superior  as  a  remedy  to  the  vaunted 
phosphorus,  and  we  are  sure  that  it  is  much  more  pleasant  to  take. 
We  would  suggest  the  use  of  arnica  in  fair-sized  doses  as  a  part  of  a 
tSwhisky  cure"  formula,  or  that  it  l)e  given  alone  for  the  cure  of 
drunkenness.  It  would  certainly  be  indicated  in  the  exhaustion  and 
depression  that  follows  continued  or  severe  epistaxis  or  haemoptysis, 
or  any  other  passive  hemorrhage.  Arnica,  owing  to  its  stimulating 
effects,  lx>th  local  and  general,  will  give  direct  results  in  the  treat- 
ment of  paralysis  of  the  bladder  following  rheumatism  or  other  de- 
pressing maladies.  Its  administration  will  lessen  the  amount  of  urea 
in  the  urine  and  prevent  uremic  intoxication.  It  is  also  highly 
praised  as  a  remedy  for  amaurosis. 

Give  arnica  internally  in  any  disease  in  which  there  is  depression, 
pain,  soreness,  etc.,  and  especially  in  the  treatment  of  minor  ills  like 
sprains,  contusions,  backaches,  dysmenorrhea,  amenorrhea,  acute  or 
chronic  metritis,  etc.,  and  you  will  certainly  be  pleased  with  the  re- 
sults that  follow. 

The  internal  use  of  arnica  is  contra -indicated  by  an  excited  nervous 
system,  by  any  gastro-intestinal  inflammation,  by  fatty  or  valvular 
heart  troubles,  and  by  asthmatic  conditions. 

When  it  comes  to  the  recommendation  of  arnica  as  a  local  remedy, 
we  are  in  doubt  whether  it  adds  at  all  to  the  efficacy  of  the  rubbings, 
and  the  alcohol  carrying  it,  or  to  the  heat  and  moisture,  when  the  infusion 
is  employed.  However,  many  of  much  greater  experience  highly  extol 
its  virtues  in  this  respect.  This  is  sure,  its  local  use  provokes  in  some 
people  violent  cutaneous  inflammation  and  even  marked  constitutional 
symptoms. 

It  has  more  or  less  reputation  among  all  physicians  as  a  local  appli- 
cation to  sore  nipples,  bruises  and  sprains,  and  external  inflammations 
generally.  It  has  had  too  general  an  application.  We  would  limit  its 
local  use,  as  we  do  its  internal  administration,  to  those  cases  only  in 
which  there  is  no  fever  or  active  inflammatory  manifestations.  Cer- 
tainly a  distinction  between  sedatives  and  stimulants  is  just  as  neces- 
sary in  outward  or  local  medication  as  it  is  in  the  internal  use  of 
remedies. 

The  specific  medicine  is  the  standard  Eclectic  preparation  of  arnica. 
It  is  of  a  yellow  or  green  color,  and  represents  the  plant.  The  dose 
of  this  preparation  is  from  five  to  ten  drops,  and  it  should  always  be 
well  diluted  and  should  never  be  given  in  larger  doses.  When  the 
remedy  is  too  strong  it  causes  a  distressing  burning  in  the  mouth  and 
throat,  violent  pain  in  the  stomach,  tenesmus,  diarrho?a,  headache 
and  dizziness. 
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An  infusion  of  the  fresh  plant  may  be  used  either  internally  or 
locally,  as  it  imparts  its  virtues  to  water.  The  dose  of  the  infusion 
will  largely  depend  upon  the  age  and  condition  of  the  flowers  from 
which  it  is  made.  The  use  of  a  standard  preparation  of  this  or  any 
other  drug  removes  many  causes  of  question  or  doubt  in  its  adminis- 
tration. Surely  enough  of  interrogatives  precede  or  accompany  the 
prescription  of  any  medicine  without  worrying  over  the  doubtful 
strength  of  the  preparation  to  be  used.  After  all,  if  you  are  not  in  the 
habit  of  using  arnica  internally,  just  try  it  upon  this  recommendation 
and  write  the  Journal  of  your  experiences.  w.  e.  a 


LOCAL   APPLICATIONS. 

At  this  season  of  the  year,  when  sore  throats  are  prevalent,  it  is 
not  uncommon  to  find,  when  called  to  visit  a  patient  suffering  from 
cold,  ordinary  sore  throat,  quinsy,  diphtheria,  etc.,  that  a  local  appli- 
cation has  been  applied  to  the  neck  by  those  in  charge  of  the  sick. 
Perhaps  it  is  only  a  slice  of  pork  sprinkled  with  pepper,  or  a  piece  of 
bacon.  Turpentine  and  lard  are  more  frequently  employed.  Quite 
often  preparations  containing  petroleum  products,  such  as  coal  oil, 
coal  oil  and  camphor,  etc.,  have  been  used. 

Probably  something  is  gained,  in  some  instances,  by  the  early  ap- 
plication of  these  topical  stimulants,  emollients,  and  counter-irritants. 
We  have  no  doubt  but  that  some  of  them,  and  particularly  turpen- 
tine, locally  applied,  give  relief  in  such  complaints  as  common  sore 
throat  and  tonsillitis.  However,  in  nearly  all  cases  we  find  that  the 
applications  have  been  faultily  applied.  As  they  are  capable  of  doing 
good,  so  also  are  they  capable  of  doing  incalculable  mischief-  How 
often  do  we  find  that  a  child  who  has  had  a  severe  sore  throat  for  a 
week  or  more,  has  been  subjected  to  warm  applications  and  poultices 
until  a  suppurative  process  has  been  started  and  fostered  in  the  ton- 
sils or  in  the  cervical  glands? 

But  to  return  to  the  agents  employed  as  counter-irritants.  We  are 
led  to  write  on  this  subject  on  account  of  having  recently  witnessed 
three  cases  of  blistered  necks  resulting  from  the  faulty  application  of 
these  preparations  to  the  neck.  One  of  these  cases  presented  one  of 
the  most  intractable  and  repulsive  of  common  ulcerations  that  we  have 
ever  seen.  Coal  oil  had  been  applied  for  the  relief  of  a  cold  and  its 
consequent  sore  throat  The  person  was  one  in  incipient  consump- 
tion, and  the  ulcer  produced  by  the  application  came  very  near  sever- 
ing the  thread  of  lifa  A  surface  the  size  of  the  palm  of  a  large  hand, 
and  extending  from  the  lower  portion  of  the  neck  across  the  clavicle, 
and  down  upon  the  chest  wall,  was  entirely  denuded,  and  presented 
a  deep,  pus-bathed  ulceration,  extending  through  the  superficial  fascia 
to  the  pectoral  muscles.  After  allowing  the  burned  surface  to  go  a 
week  untreated,  except  by  simple  home  applications,  the  patient  was 
suddenly  seized  with  collapse—a  profound  depression  and  weakened 
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condition  of  the  heart  supervening.  After  a  prolonged  treatment 
with  an  ointment  of  iodoform,  the  exquisitely  sensitive  sore  finally 
healed. 

Now  this  sore  was  produced  by  the  same  method  of  application  as 
in  the  two  other  cases  mentioned.  Cloths  were  saturated  with  coal  oil 
and  applied  to  the  neck,  and  closely  covered,  so  that  no  air  could 
intervene  and  no  evaporation  take  place,  and  the  result  was  a  destruc- 
tion of  tissue — a  serious  and  extensive  lesion,  possessing  all  the  char- 
acteristics of  a  burn.  # 

We  believe  it  should  be  the  endeavor  of  the  physician  to  teach  the 
people  not  only  how  to  apply  these  counter-irritants,  but  rather  to 
discourage  their  use  at  all.  The  fault  lies  in  the  close  application  to 
the  part,  covering  with  flannel  usually,  and  preventing  the  contact  of 
air  with  the  skin.  The  same  substances,  if  rubbed  upon  the  part,  and 
a  cloth  be  rather  loosely  tied  around  the  neck,  will  be  as  serviceable, 
and  the  danger  of  blistering  will  be  avoided.  Or  the  cloth  may  be 
moistened  with  the  preparation  and  loosely  applied,  though  we  pre- 
fer the  former  method.  Results  equally  as  good  are  obtained  by  these 
methods,  simple  as  the  difference  appears  to  be,  and  the  danger  of 
destruction  of  tissue,  with  its  disfiguring  and  depressing  consequences, 
is  avoided. 

A  few  years  since,  in  writing  an  article  on  iris  versicolor,  we  made 
the  statement  that,  used  internally  and  applied  externally,  the  agent 
was  effectual  in  the  treatment  of  goitre.  Shortly  thereafter,  a  letter 
was  received  from  a  physician  who  had  tried  the  treatment,  asking  if 
iris  would  blister.  He  had  simply  applied  the  alcoholic  specific  iris 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  evaporation  of  the  alcohol,  and  a  blis- 
tered surface  was  the  result  h.  w.  f. 


ilEDICAL  LEGISLATION   IN  MICH lO AN. 

A  new  bill  regulating  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Michigan  passed 
the  last  legislature,  but  was  vetoed  by  the  governor.  A  somewhat 
similar  bill  will  be  pushed  this  winter  by  the  Michigan  Medical  Legis- 
lation League. 

It  provides  for  a  Board  of  nine — 1  Regulars,  2  Homoeopaths,  2  Ec-; 
lectics,  and  one  Physio-Medical,  (a)  All  physicians  registered  under 
the  old  law  to  be  elegible  to  registration  for  $1.00.  (b)  Any  one  hold- 
ing a  diploma  from  a  recognized  and  reputable  college,  as  determined 
by  the  Board,  may  register.  Fee  $5.00.  (c)  Any  one  who  successfully 
an  examination  before  the  Board,  fee  $10.00.  (d)  Any  one  who 
i  a  medical  certificate  from  another  State  with  equal  restrio- 
tionfl,  as  determined  by  the  Board,  fee  $5.00. 

Dr.  Wm.  Bell,  of  Smyrna,  Mich.,  ably  represents  the  Eclectics  as 
Vice  President  of  the  League. 
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THE  NEW  FOUR  YEARS'  COURSE. 

The  secretary  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  has  ju6t  issued  the 
following  circular  letter  in  regard  to  the  new  course,  which  will  prove 
interesting  to  preceptors,  who  are  preparing  students  to  enter  next 
fall. 

"Our  minimum  requirements  are  now  four  years  reading,  including 
attendance  upcn  four  annual  sessions  of  twenty- six  weeks  each,  in 
four  different  college  years.  No  preliminary  reading  is  necessary, 
yet  it  will  be  advisable  to  read  the  works  mentioned  on  page  11  of  the 
announcement.  .  A  student  attending  for  the  first  time  can  enter  on 
Sepi  20,  1897,  and  apply  for  graduation  in  April,  1901. 

If  you  are  a  graduate  of  a  recognized  literary  college  with  a  degree, 
or  a  graduate  of  a  recognized  college  of  dentistry  or  pharmacy,  you 
will  be  admitted  to  our  second  year  without  examination,  and  you  can 
apply  for  graduation  in  April,  1900. 

These  regulations  refer  to  new  students  entering  in  Sept,  1897  : 

Students  who  have  attended  elsewhere  can  graduate  under  the  reg- 
ulalions  of  our  three  years'  course  of  eight  months  each. 

The  cost  of  a  single  session  in  the  new  four  years'  course  will  be 
approximately : 

MINIMUM.  MAXIMUM. 

Tuition $75  00  $75  00 

Book* 16  23  25  97 

Board  and  room.  26  weeks 78  00  180  00 

Washing 13  00  24  00 

Incidentals 500  2000 

Hospital  Ticket 500  500 

Total $192  23  $279  97 

The  cost  of  the  complete  course  of  four  sessions  of  twenty-six 
weeks  each  by  purchasing  a  Scholarship  Ticket^  $250.00,  is  as  follows : 

First  Session.  Second  Session. 

MIN.  MAX.  MIN.  MAX. 

Tuition  bv  Scholarship. .  .$125  00  $125  00  $125  00  $125  00 

Books  . .  : 16  23  25  97  22  52  31  92 

Board  and  Room 78  00  130  00  78  00  130  00 

Washing 13  00  24  00  13  00  24  00 

Hospital  Ticket 5  00  5  00 

Incidentals 500  2000  500  2000 

Total $237  23    $324  97        $248  52    $335  92 

Third  Session.  Fourth  ,Session.. 

MIN.  MAX.  MIN.  MAX. 

Tuition  by  Scholarship 

Graduation  Fee $25  00  $25  00 

Books $7  20  $18  00  7  20  IS  00 

Board  and  Room 78  00  130  00  78  00  130  00 

Washing 13  00  24  00  13  00  24  00 

Hospital  Ticket 5  00  5  00 5  00 

Incidentals 5  00  20  00  5  00  20  00 

To     $108  20    $197  00        $128  20    $222  00 

A  total  cos   ranging  from  $722  to  $1,079  for  the  full  four  years. " 


vou  in. 


FEBRUARY,  1897. 
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BOOK    NOTrCES. 

Annual  of  Eclectic  Medicine  and  Surgery.     Chicago,  III 

This  work,  as  most  of  our  readers  know,  was  published  under  the 
supervision  of  Prof.  Ellingwood,  of  Chicago,  and  it  contains  the  trans- 
actions and  papers  of  a  dozen  of  the  poominent  Eclectic  State  Socie- 
ties. .Volume  I,  1890,  contains  337  pages,  and  was  originally  sold  at 
J2.00  in  cloth.  Volume  II,  1891,  contains  425  pages,  and  was  sold  at 
S2L3S.    Volume  III,  1892,  contains  444  pages,  and  sold  at  $3.00. 

We  have  made  arrangements  with  the  publisher  of  the  Chicago 
Medical  Times  to  offer  these  three  volumes  for  a  limited  time,  for 
$5.00  net     This  will  give  any  one  a  fair  idea  of  the  value  of  the  series. 


International  Clinics  :  A  Quarterly  of  Clinical  Lectures  on  Medicine, 
Neurology,  Surgery,  etc.,  and  speciaUy  prepared  articles  on 
treatment  Volume  III.  Sixth  Series.  1896.  J.  B.  Lippincott 
Co.,  Philadelphia.     Cloth,  $2.75  net* 

We  have  often  called  attention  to  these  quarterlies  on  practical 
medicine,  and  dwelt  upon  their  value  to  the  general  practitioner, — 
especially  to  one  unable  to  take  advantage  of  a  post-graduate  course 
in  one  of  our  medical  centers.  The  present  volume  is  no  exception  to 
their  good  qualities  and  utility.  The  section  on  medicine  has  seve- 
ral good  articles  on  diagnosis,  which  are  of  practical  utility.  The  book 
is  always  a  welcome  visitor  to  our  office.  w.  n.  m. 


An  Eclectic  Compendium  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine.  By  Lyman 
Watkins,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  in  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Institute,  Cincinnati,  O.  12ma,  458  pages,  cloth,  $2.50.  Cin- 
cinnati :  The  Scudder  Bros.  Co. 

Specific  medication,  as  understood  by  the  leaders  of  the  Eclectic 
ranks,  has  long  been  championed  by  Prof.  Watkins,  than  whom  few, 
if  any,  of  its  exponents  are  more  scholarly ;  and  this  volume,  which. 
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by  the  way,  is  "Eclectic  Manual  No.  3,"  is,  we  hazard  the  opinion,  his 
best  contribution  to  the  profession  he  adorns.  It  considers,  alphabet- 
ically, from  "Abortion"  to  "Variola,' '  most  of  the  non -surgical  dis- 
eases, and,  like  every  Eclectic  Practice,  is  especially  rich  in  its  thera- 
peutics; and  its  "Remedies,  their  Specific  Indications  and  Dose," 
given  in  the  same  order,  is  practically  suggestiva  In  their  press- work 
these  "Manuals"  leave  nothing  to  be  desired ;  and,  their  contents  so 
valuable,  they  should  be  in  the  library  of  every  progressive  member 
of  the  faculty. — Frederick  Wallace  Abbott,  M  D.,  Assistant  Editor 
of  Massachusetts  Medical  Journal,  Jan,  1897, 


Essentials  of  Physical  Diagnosis  of  the  Thorax.  By  Arthur  M. 
Corwin,  M  D.  llmo,  198  pages,  $1.25.  W.  B.  Saunders,  pub- 
lisher, Philadelphia. 

The  author  of  this  little  work  commences  by  giving  the  most  ap- 
proved divisions  of  the  chest,  making  special  mention  of  the  land- 
marks by  which  these  regions  and  the  principal  organs  of  the  chest 
can  be  easily  located.  The  different  methods  for  making  physical 
explorations  are  mentioned,  and  brief  directions  for  applying  them 
are  given.  Then  each  disease  of  the  chest  is  taken  up,  and  the  symp- 
toms, as  elicited  by  each  of  the  different  methods  of  a  physical  explo- 
ration, are  enumerated.  The  only  fault  in  the  work  is  its  brevity.  It 
is  the  best  guide  for  the  busy  practitioner  that  I  have  ever  seen  in 
print  j.  r.  s. 

Autoscopy  of  the  Larynx  and  Trachea.     (Direct  examination  without 
mirror.)     By  A.  Kirstein,  M.  D.,  Berlin.    Translated  by  M.  Thor- 
ner,  IM  D.,    Cincinnati,      Twelve  illustrations.     Octavo,    pages 
xi-6a     Cloth,  75  cents  net     The  F.   A.   Davis  Co.,  Publishers, 
Philadelphia* 
This  book  is  quite  well  explainned  by  its  name,  and  its  field  is 
merely  telling  how  to  examine  the  larynx  by  direct  examination  with- 
out the  use  of  the  laryngeal  mirror.     By  means  of  a  tongue  depressor, 
the  base  of  the  tongue  is  well  pressed  forward,  the  head  and  body  so 
bent  as  to  make  direct  examination  of  the  larynx  possible.  This  book 
is  merely  an  expression  proving  that  this  interesting  thing  can  be 
done,  and  showing  how  to  do  it       It  is  only  of  interest  to  laryn- 
gologista  w.  b.  s. 

The  January  issue,  beginning  the  second  volume  of  Moody's  Maga- 
zine of  Medicine,  has  just  been  received  from  the  publisher  in  Atlanta, 
Ga.  This  is  an  unusually  well  gotten  up  magazine  of  a  semi-literary 
as  well  as  medical  nature. 

This  special  issue  is  devoted  to  an  extended  review  of  Etidorhpa, 
and  contains  a  frontispiece  of  the  author,  John  Uri  Lloyd,  which, 
however,  does  him  scant  justice.  The  work  is  reviewed  at  such  length 
and  contains  reprints  of  the  original  pictures  of  "Etidorhpa,"  "Skele- 
ton forms  oppose  my  own,"    "A  white-haired   man,"   "A  dead  man 
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"Green  Drug" 

Fluid  Extracts. 

The    highest    type    of    Fluid    Medicines. 

A  Novelty— in  What? 

In   the    recognition   of   the   fact  that  certain  drugs,  containing 
volatile  constituents  upon  which  their  therapeutic  value  depends,  lose 
their  medicinal  properties  in  the  process  of  drying,  or  through  long 
or  imperfect  storage. 
In  all  such  cases, 

We  use  the  green  or  fresh  root,  bark  or  plant,  gathered  es- 
pecially for  us  when  in  their  prime. 
Seme  kinds  are  prepared  fresh; 

Others  partially  or  wholly  dried; 

But  all  gathered  especially  for  our  Laboratory ;  carefully  handled 
and  immediately  prepared  into  Fluid  Extracts.  The  menstruum 
employed  is  Alcohol  selected  for  strength  and  purity,  whereby  the 
non-medicinal  elements  are  rejected  and  the  liability  to  deterioration 
avoided. 

Fluid  Extracts  thus  prepared  are  perfect  representatives  of  the 
drugs  from  which  they  are  made. 

They  are  clean.  # 

They  are  sightly. 

They  are  easily  dispensed. 

They  are  therapeutically  reliable. 

Old,  shop-worn  or  worm-eaten  drugs,  however  carefully  manipu- 
lated, will  not  yield  a  satisfactory  product,  and  when  made  with 
weak  alcohol  and  water,  or  with  wood  spirit  as  a  menstruum,  is  it 
any  wonder  that  commercial  Fluid  Extracts,  as  a  class  are  termed 
by  a  leading  medical  writer — the  "Great  American  Fraud?" 

Watch  your  fluid  extracts. 

Merrell's  Fluid  Extracts  from  fresh,  choice  drugs  are  powerful  in- 
struments for  good  in  the  hands  of  the  observant  physician. 

All  wholesale  druggists  will  supply  them. 
Please  write  "MerrelPs"  on  your  orders. 

THE  WM.  S.  MERRELL  CHEMICAL  CO., 

CINCINNATI.  Maoolictarliif  Chemists.  NEW  YORK. 

Sole  Manufacturers. 
I  66  years. 


JOURNAL  ADVERTISER. 


Hypnotic,        Anti-Spasmodic.  Anti-Neuralgic. 

CORDIAL 


MEBRELL. 


it 


This  preparation  contains  all  the  active  medicinal  constituents  of 
Fassiflora  incarnate  in  a  concentrated  form,  and  is  the  result  of  an  ex- 
tended investigation  in  our  laboratory.  It  is  the  most  eligible  form  for 
exhibiting  the  valuable  properties  of  the  drug,  since  from  it  we  have 
suooeeded  in  eliminating  the  inert  principles  invariably  present  in  the 
ordinary  preparations  of  the  market 

OOBDIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

Is  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  treatment  of  nervous  affections 
attended  with  congestion  of  the  cord  and  ganglionic  centers.  As 
a  soporific  without  narcotic  action,  and  as  an  anti-spasmodic  and 
anti-neuralgic,  it  is  without  an  equal.  Its  action  is  between  that  of 
morphine  and  chloral  hydrate,  but  it  does  not  depress  the  system 
nor  derange  the  stomach.  It  is  devoid  of  danger,  non-poisonous, 
and  may  be  given  in  any  case  where  sleep  is  needed.  It  is  the 
r  e  raedy,  par  excellence,  in  infantile  couvulsions,  in  diarrhoBa  of  chil- 
dren, and  in  nervous  affections  of  the  aged  and  infirm.  In  nervous 
or  sick  headache,  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  in  sleepless- 
ness of  typhoid  and  other  fevers,  as  well  as  from  overwork  so  com- 
mon among  professional  and  business  men,  it  will  produce  a  quiet 
and  dreamless  sleep,  and  at  the  same  time  prove  a  permanent  tonic 
to  the  nervous  system. 

OOBDIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

Is  recommended  in  cases  where  opium  and  its  preparations, 
the  bromides,  chloral,  etc.,  can  not  be  given,  or  are  not  well  borne, 
and  where  it  is  undesirable  to  lock  up  the  secretions.  It  is  reoom- 
m  ended  in  tetanus,  cerebral  pain,  hysteria  of  women,  dysmenor- 
rheas, tic  douloureux,  accelerated  respiratory  movement,  pain  in 
the  rectum,  neuralgia  of  the  heart 

CORDIAL  PA8-CABNATA 

Is  prepared  for  physicians'  prescriptions  only,  and  not  for 
popular  sale.  Printed  matter  with  extended  notes  furnished  to  the 
medical  profession  only.  Sample  supplies  without  charge  on  pay- 
ment of  expense  of  delivery. 

OOBDIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

May  be  ordered  of  our  New  York  office,  No.  96  Maiden  Lane, 
of  Geo.  G.  Goodwin  A  Co.,  Boston,  and  the  home  office  in  Cincin- 
nati.   In  ordering  or  prescribing,  please  specify 

"Cordial  Pas-Cantata,  Merrell." 
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overboard,"  "Soliloquy  of  Prof.  Vaughn,"  "A  living  brain,"  "The 
block-house,"  "Flowers  and  structures  beautiful,"  "I  am  the  man," 
"An  endless  variety  of  stony  figures,"  and  "Drink. " 

In  ally  eleven  pages  of  space  are  devoted  to  this  review,  which  is 
one  of  the  best  of  the  many  that  have  appeared.  This  issue  of  the 
Magazine  of  Medicine  can  be  procured  by  sending  20  cents  in  stamps 
to  the  publishers,  Lowndes  Building,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


The  Journal. 

We  don't  often  publish  things  complimentary  to  ourselves,  yet 
we  have  received  such  an  unusual  number  of  compliments  on  the 
Journal  lately,  and  particularly  the  January  issue,  that  we  venture 
to  print  the  following  squib  from  our  esteemed  cotemporary,  The 
Columbus  Medical  Journal : 

"The  Eclectic  Medical  Journal,  edited  by  Dr.  John  K.  Scudder, 
of  Cincinnati,  O.,  celebrated  its  fifty- seventh  anniversary  by  coming 
out  in  a  snow-white  cover,  that  might  be  likened  to  a  bride  dressed 
to  meet  her  espoused.  At  the  same  time  the  firm's  name  of  the  com- 
pany will  hereafter  be  known  as  The  Scudder  Brothers  Co.,  which  is 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Ohio.  We  wish  our  friend  Scudder  of 
the  Eclectic  faith  another  fifty-seven  years  of  editorial  success. " 


E.  B.  Treat,  publisher,  New  York,  has  in  press  for  issuance  early 
in  1897,  the  International  Medical  Annual ;  being  the  fifteenth  yearly 
issue  of  that  well-known  one-volume  reference  work  The  prospectus 
shows  that  the  volume  will  be  the  result  of  the  labors  of  upwards  of 
forty  physicians  and  surgeons  of  international  reputation,  and  will 
present  the  world's  progress  in  medical  science.  The  volume  will 
contain  about  700  pages.  The  price  will  be  the  same  as  heretofore — 
|2  75  Full  descriptive  circular  will  be  sent  upon  application  to  the 
publisher. 

The  American  Medico-Surgical  Bulleton,  which  has  been  published 
in  New  York  City  for  some  years  as  a  weekly  at  $2  00  per  annum, 
will  hereafter  be  published  as  a  bi-monthly  at  $1  00  per  annum.  It 
is  an  unusually  good  Regular  journal  for  its  subscription  price. 


The  Medical  Century  of  Chicago,  a  bi-monthly  Homoeopathic  jour- 
nal of  considerable  prominence,  will  hereafter  be  published  as  a 
monthly.  Dr.  C.  E.  Fisher,  its  able  editor,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Pulte 
Medical  College  of  this  city.  This  will  leave  the  American  Homoeo- 
pathist,  of  Cleveland,  as  the  only  bi-monthly  magazine  representing 
the  Homoeopathic  branch  of  the  profession. 


Hie  Alkaloidal  Clinic  of  Chicago,  comes  out  with  a  new  cover  with 
its  January  issue. 
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COLLEGE   AND   SOCIETY  NOTICES. 

T.  A.  £?. — "Tau  Alpha  Epsilon. — On  October  22d,  some  of  the 
students  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  organized  a  medical  Greek 
letter  fraternity,  the  members  of  which  were  all  Greek  fraternity  men 
of  different  literary  colleges.  The  charter  members  were,  W.  A.  Lati- 
more,  Young,  Shriner,  Todd,  Morrow,  Sloan,  McLoed,  Smith,  Lanier- 
Hughes,  and  W.  J.  Latimore.  They  have  perfected  their  organiza- 
tion, and  have  a  hall  fitted  up  for  their  use  in  the  Odd  Fellows'  Tem- 
ple, Seventh  and  Elm  streets,  and  since  organizing  they  have  initiated 
Maas,  Campbell,  Walker,  Gregg,  R  B.  Taylor,  Stemler,  Arnold, 
Grace,  White,  Cheney,  Rauch,  Cline,  Klein,  Bitter,  Duke,  Parsons, 
J.  Taylor,  and  Balmer  into  membership. 

It  is  their  intention  to  organize  chapters  in  every  Eclectic  college 
in  the  United  States,  and  they  desire  to  open  correspondence  with  any 
students  of  the  senior  year  of  any  of  the  other  six  Eclectic  colleges,  in 
reference  to  the  organization  of  branch  chapters. 

Saturday  last  they  initiated  the  following  members  of  the  faculty : 
Professors  Russell,  Bloyer,  Thomas,  Wintermute.  and  Spencer.  Cor- 
respondence from  other  colleges  in  regard  to  the  organization  of  chap- 
ters, should  be  addressed  to  B.  B.  Morrow,  1009  Plum  st,  Cin'ti,  O. 

The  second  session  of  the  Pan  American  Congress  was  held  in  the 
City  of  Mexico  on  November  16  to  19,  1898,  with  a  good  representa- 
tion from  the  United  States  and  nearly  all  the  other  countries  of  the 
Americas.  Public  health  and  pathologic  philosophy  were  discussed 
in  all  their  phases,  and  it  Is  hoped  with  much  benefit.  Dr.  William 
Pepper,  of  Philadelphia,  was  elected  President  of  the  Third  Congress, 
which  will  be  held  in  Venezuela  in  three  years. 

The  dental  department  of  the  Cleveland  University  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery  (homoeopathic)  has  just  been  discontinued  by  a  vote  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees.  The  reason  given  was  that  there  could  be  no 
homoeopathic  dentistry,  and  as  this  city  already  has  one  flourishing 
dental  school,  another  is  unnecessary. 

Indiana  is  about  to  begin  a  hard  fight  for  a  good  medical  law.  On 
October  15,  1896,  a  number  of  physicians  assembled  at  Indianapolis 
to  take  the  preliminary  steps  in  the  matter.  A  legislative  committee 
was  appointed  to  draft  a  bill.  Since  the  Ohio  law  came  in  force  Indi- 
ana's necessity  for  such  a  law  has  greatly  increased  by  reason  of  a 
great  influx  of  undesirable  practitioners  from  our  own  State.   * 

The  Kentucky  Legislature  has  imposed  a  graded  income  tax  on  all 
medical  men  practicing  in  that  State.  All  whose  incomes  amount  to 
less  than  $2,000  per  year  must  pay  $10  per  year ;  all  of  $10,000  or 
more  must  pay  $1,000.  Intermediate  rates  are  fixed  on  incomes  be- 
tween these  two  extremes.  The  profession  is  up  in  arms  against  the 
law  and  propose  to  test  its  constitutionality. 
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"OUR  SPECIFIC  MEDICINES  are  to-day, 
as  they  always  have  been  and  always  will  be,  the 
BEST  MEDICINES  in  the  world,  and  the  foundation 
stones,  upon  which  the  superstructure  of  Eclectic 
Medicine  has  been  built,  and  upon  which  it  rests 
unshaken."  editorial  from  b.  m.  journai* 
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ASEPSIN      SOAP 


MEDICINAL  USES  OF  ASEPSIN  SOAP. 

FOR  THE  SKIN.  —The  antiseptic  qualities  of  Asepsin  and  Borate  of  Sodium  make  this  soap  de- 
sirable for  the  preservation  of  the  dermal  tissues,  and  to  remove  and  prevent  cutaneous  blem- 
ishes. It  is  valuable  for  roughness  of  the  skin,  acne,  comedones,  milium,  blotches,  excessive 
greaslnesB  of  skin,  for  softening  and  proven  ting  roughness  and  chapping  of  tbe  hands.  It  cor- 
rects abnormalities  of  the  sebaceous  glands,  thereby  regulating  the  lubrication  of  the  skin,  and 
is  farther  useful  to  repair  dermal  tissues  when  they  have  been  subjected  to  the  deleterious  action 
of  chalks  and  cosmetic  lotions. 

CUTANEOUS  DISK  ASKS.— For  the  following  skin  affections  it  may  be  used  freely  with  marked 
benefit:    Acue  vulgaris  et  rosace,  seborrhesa,  edematous  eruptions,  herpes,  psoriasis,  prurigo, 

SphiMtic  eruptions,  dermatitis,  ulcerations,  pruritic  conditions,  parasitic  diseases,  ss  scabies,  for 
e  relief  of  rhus  poisoning,  and  for  the  removal  of  pedieuli.  A  clean  skin  is  necessary  in  any 
course  of  medication,  and  Asepsin  Soap  is  a  rational  cleanser. 

IN  SURGERY.  —The  surgeon  will  find  it  valuable  for  cleansing  the  patient  ss  well  as  the  opera- 
tor's hands,  sponges,  and  instruments.  For  its  cleansing  and  antiseptic  effects  it  may  be  em- 
ployed in  wounds  of  all  kinds,  chilblains,  bed  sores,  ulcerations,  pustules,  and  for  removing 
offensive  and  irritating  discharges,  and  as  a  foot  wash. 

DC  OYN.BCOLrOOY.--It  is  userul  in  all  irritating  and  offensive  discharges  concomitant  to  diseases 
of  females,  giving  rise  to  pruritic  and  inflammatory  conditions.  Leurorrhcea,  simple  vaginitis 
and  vulvitis,  ulcerations  and  pruritus  vulvae,  are  conditions  in  which  it  is  particularly  indicated. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES—  In  the  exanthemata  it  should  be  employed  to  hasten  desquamation, 
thereby  shortening  the  period  of  contagiousness  and  hastening  convalescence. 

At  the  time  I  received  the  Asepsin  Soap,  I  was  suffering  intensely  from  pruritus  ani,  and  had 
already  tried,  with  i-careely  even  temporary  relief,  all— or  nearly  all— vhe  standard  remedies  for  thie 
well-known  ailment.  I  was  well-nigh  erased  with  the  Intolerable  itching,  pricking,  sticking,  gnaw- 
ing, biting,  burning  'pain.  I  had  oeen  nearly  sleepless  for  several  night*,  and  1  was  so  busily  en- 
gaged with  my  professional  work  all  day  long  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  life  was  a  burden,  and  I 
could  get  no  rest  at  night.  I  frequently  sprang  from  my  bed,  and  ran  wildly,  crazily  anywhere  ; — 
suicide  would  not  be  strange  in  anyone  in  su^h  a  condition 

Your  Asepsin  Soap  I  used  without  faith,  but  with  astonishing  and  almost  Immedi- 
ate relief  and  ease.     !•  think  I  have  never  before  recommended  auy  special  preparation,  bat 


nothing  less  than  gratitude  is  due  you  for  this  benefit,  and  that  gratitude  I  express  most  heartily 
now.  I  have  delayed  this  letter  many  weeks,  but  I  am  still  as  thankful  as  ever,  for  my  suffering  waa 
of  a  kind  not  to  be  forgotten.  PAUL  T.  BUTLER,  M.  D.,  Alamo,  Michigan. 

I  have  had  for  several  year*  what  I  call  winter  eczema  on  my  hands ;  commenced  using  Asepsin 
Soap  last  winter  and  my  hand*  were  in  better  condition  then  than  tbey  have  been  for  a  number  of 
yean.  R.  W.  CHALKaNT,  M.  D..  Bellfoutaine.  o. 

Have  been  using  Asepsin  Soap  and  find  it  very  fine  for  cleantuug  old  sores,  also  for  toilet  pur- 
poses. DANIEL  A.  CHASE,  M.  D..  Cambridge  N.  Y. 

Asepsin  Soap  is  the  soar.  A.  P.  8TEW  ART.  M.  i » ,  8tewart>town.  W.  Va. 

I  have  used  a  round  dozen  of  your  soap  on  the  small  nox  pstients  at  the  pent  bonne,  and  think 
it  is  the  best  soap  I  ever  used .  w.  H.  H  ATC H ,  If .  D. ,  LI ncoln,  Neb. 

PRICE,    $1.40    PER    DOZEN. 

A  box  containing  one-fourth  dozen  cakes  will  be  sent  by  mail  postpaid,  on 
receipt  of  50  cents. 

LLOYD    BROTHERS,    Cincinnati,  O. 
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New  Medical  Law  Wanted  in  Illinois. — At  a  meeting  of  physi- 
cians of  all  schools  held  in  the  Auditorium,  Chicago,  December  9,  '96, 
the  following  action  was  taken : 

Resolved, — That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that  the  power  to 
issue  licenses  entitling  persons  to  practice  medicine  and  srugery,  now 
vested  in  the  State  Board  of  Health,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  med- 
ical examining  board,  and  that,  in  the  law  creating  such  a  board,  and 
regulating  the  practice  of  medicine,  provision  be  made  that  a  diploma 
from  a  college  in  good  standing  be  the  basis  for  an  examination  only, 
and  not  for  a  certificate  entitling  to  practice. 

The  Illinois  State  Board  of  Health  recently  refused  to  recognize 
diplomas  issued  by  the  Illinois  Medical  College,  National  Medical 
College,  and  the  Dunham  Medical  College,  all  of  Chicago. 

The  health  officers  of  San  Francisco  say  that  diphtheria  is  epidemic 
there.     Most  of  the  doctors  of  that  city  are  afraid  of  antitoxin. 


PERSONALS. 

Prank  E  Locke,  E  M.  I.  1882,  and  Charles  J.  Kehm,  EMI.  '96, 
have  been  appointed  city  physicians  of  Newport,  Ky. 

Two  Dartmouth  College  students  were  lately  fined  $2,000  and 
$1,600,  respectively,  for  grave-robbing. 

A  collection  of  2,200  brains  has  been  presented  to  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine  of  Paris  by  Dr.  Luys,  of  the  Salpetiere  Hospital. 

Dr.  H.  J.  Stevens,  of  London,  O.,  recently  lost  his  suit  brought  for 
medical  services  against  a  woman,  for  $1180.  She  entered  a  counter 
claim  of  $3000  damages  for  having  contracted  the  opium  habit  as  a 
result  of  treatment,  and  the  jury  awarded  her  $15.00  damages. 

A  Victory. — The  Sultan  Dru£  Company,  of  St  Louis,  Ma,  has 
secured  a  permanent  injunction  m  the  United  States  against  Engel- 
hart  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  to  prevent  the  latter  from  publishing  in  any 
manner  any  alleged  formulary  said  to  be  identical  or  similar  to  "Cac- 
tina  Pillets,"  or  "Seng." 

Wanted,  a  good  Eclectic  at  Waco,  Texas.  For  particulars  address 
with  stamp,  Dr.  T.  R  Baldwin,  Waco,  Texaa 

Wanted,  several  young  Eclectic  physicians  to  locate  in  Bradley  Co., 
Ark.     For  particulars,  address  Dr.  John  A.  Watkins,  Warren,  Ark. 

Wanted,  a  good  live  Eclectic  physician  to  assist  me  in  my  practice. 
One  who  can  3o  railroad  surgery.  A  graduate  of  the  E.  M.  I.  pre- 
ferred.    For  particulars  address  Dr.  J.  N.  Page,  Ellis,  Kan. 

Wanted— Vol.  ix  and  x,  years  1849  and  1850  of  the  Eclectic  Medi- 
cal Journal,  also  the  seven  (7)  volumes  of  Western  Medical  Reformer. 
Will  pay  a  fair  price.     Address  Dr.  C.  E.  Phillips,  Wilton,  Wis. 

Wanted,  a  competent  and  registered  physician  to  go  to  London, 
Eng.,  to  take  charge  of  an  office  business.  Good  salary  and  oppor- 
tunity for  a  post-graduate  study.  Address,  stating  qualifications  and 
salary  expected,  "Doctor,"  Room  301,  Lincoln  Inn  Court,  Cin'ti,  O. 
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READING    NOTICES. 


Nervous  Prostration. — My  son,  aged  12,  had  been  growing  nerv- 
ous  over  the  shock  of  his  brother's  death,  and  seemed  to  derive  no 
benefit  from  any  remedies  used  in  his  case.  Had  him  to  the  sea- 
shore, with  change  of  surroundings,  and  everything  that  could  be 
done  for  his  benefit,  but  he  still  grew  thinner  and  worse  all  the  time, 
I  put  him  on  Celerina,  and  had  marked  benefit  before  the  first  bottle 
was  used,  and  he  has  almost  gotten  over  it  with  the  help  of  another 
bottle  I  got  for  him.  I  consider  it  a  very  nice  and  efficient  nervine, 
just  the  thing  for  the  children  and  nervous  and  delicate  persons,  where 
there  is  great  prostration.     I  shall  use  it  freely. 

X.  P.  Frassoxi,  M.  D.,  Moosic,  Pa. 


Mulford's  Axtitoxic  Serum  is  preserved  by  the  addition  of  0.5  per 
cent,  of  Trickresol.  This  has  proven  by  far  the  best  preservative, 
creating  no  disturbances  at  the  site  of  injection,  and  acting  in  no  way 
as  an  irritant.  Most  recent  brochure  on  diphtheria  treatment  free. 
Address  H.  K.  Mulford  &  Co.,  Philadelphia. 


I  first  became  impressed  with  the  sedative  effect  of  Trional  from 
the  result  of  its  use  in  a  case  of  acute  mania  in  a  young  man  twenty 
years  of  age.  The  patient  had  been  in  a  maniacal  state  for  three  or 
four  weeks,  being  noisy  both  night  and  day,  with  intense  muscular 
activity.  He  was  able  to  sleep  but  little,  though  taking  full  doses  at 
bromide  of  sodium.  I  began  giving  Trional  in  ten-grain  doses  every 
three  hours.  After  four  doses  the  patient  slept  soundly  for  three  or 
four  hours.  I  have  observed  the  action  of  Trional  in  several  cases  of 
melancholia  where  there  were  extreme  restlessness  and  insomnia,  and 
have  been  able  to  alleviate  the  symptoms  in  a  marked  degree  in  doses, 
of  twenty  to  thirty  grains.  P.  H.  S.  Vaughan,  M.  D. 

Ass't  Physician  Maine  Insane  Asylum. 


A.  M.  Collins,  M.  D.,  of  Shelby ville,  Ills.,  writes,  under  date  of 
Nov.  2,  1896:  "I  never  realized  the  vast  difference  between  genuine 
Antikamnia  and  the  various  substitutes  that  are  being  palmed  off, 
until  within  the  past  few  days ;  and  the  realization  was  all  the  more 
pronounced  because  I  myself  was  the  patient.  For  four  weeks  I  had 
been  suffering  with  neuralgia  of  a  very  severe  type.  I  tried  the  vari- 
ous compounds  and  other  preparations,  lauded  as  "just  as  good,"  but 
with  no  real  advantage.  I  then  sent  to  the  drug  store  for  some  gen- 
uine Antikamnia,  and  to  be  certain  about  it,  procured  an  unbroken 
original  package.  I  took  it  in  eight  to  ten  grain  doses  at  intervals  of 
two  hours.  The  first  dose  relieved  the  severity  of  the  pain,  while  the 
seeond  quieted  it  entirely. 
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BOOKS,    BOOKS. 

A  Remarkably  Low  Offer  for  a  Limited  Time 


AN  OPPORTUNITY  TO  SECURE 

Old  Standard  Works  at  Lowest  Prices. 


The  Spectator.     1  volume,  8vo,  700  pages.     List  price  $3.  50. H.  60 

Tattler's  Guaxdian.     1  voL  8vo,  700  pages.     List  $3.50 1.25 

Dick's  Theology.     1  voL  imperial  8va     List  $3.50 1.75 

Guizot's  Gibbon,  History  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  Roman  Empire. 

2  volumes  imperial  8vo.     List  $6.00 3.00 

Complete  Works  of  Thomas  Dick     2  vols,  royal  8vo.     List  $6.50. a  00 

Rollins' Ancient  History.     2  vols,  royal  8va     List  $6.00 2.75 

MceheinTs  Church  History.     1  vol.  quarto,  800  pages.     List  $5.00. . .     2.00 
All  the  above  are  full  sheep  binding,  with  spring  back  and  marbled  edge. 

Book  of  Thought     1  voL  12mo,  cloth    List  $1.25 35 

Cash  must  accompany  the  order. 

THE  POUNSFORD  STATIONERY  CO. 

143  East  Fourth  St.,r Cincinnati,  O. 


In  order  to  secure  these  prices,  it  will  be  necessary  to  mention  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Journal 
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A  simple  and  efficacious  method  of  treatment  that  does  away  with  the  un- 
certainty of  medicated  vaginal  injections. 

Directions. — One  or  two  to  be  inserted  into  the  vagina  each  night,  followed 
by  a  warm  water  douche  in  the  morning. 

Put  up  in  elegant  shape  for  physicians'  prescriptions  only. 

10RTH  CHEMICAL  COMPACT,  96  Maiden  Lane,  lei  York  City. 

Western  Branch,  Peoria,  III. 

For  Sale  by  WHOLESALE    DRUGGISTS. 

PRICES— Small  Packages,  50  cts. ;  Large  Packages,  $1.00. 
Bend  for  samples  and  literature.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  refunded. 


Shepard's  Sanitarium,  Columbus,  0. 

TWO  DEPARTMENTS  ON  THE  COTTAGE  PLAN. 

Department  for  Nervous  and  Chronio  Diseases. 
Department  for  Mental  Diseases. 
For  44  years  Dr.  Shepard  has  successfully  conducted  this  private  institution. 
Massage  has  always  been  used  with  other  moderm  treatment  a*  indicated. 

The  Department  for  Mental  Diseases  is  warmed  by  a  hot  water  and  hot  air. 
We  give  constant  personal  supervision  and  furnith  night  attendants. 
Alcoholic  and  morphine  habits  treated.    Electricity  and  electric  baths  used. 
Many  improvements  have  recently  been  made.    Patients  rind  the  Sanitarium 
a  beautiful  place,  where  they  secure  rest  and  comfort  while  being  treated. 
Write  us,  state  patient's  condition,  and  ask  for  terms  of  admission. 
Professional  Correspondence      nkmimij^mLm  f  WM,  SHEPARD,  M  D., 

Solicited.  mynmam,  j  BI8HOP  McMILLEN,  M  D. 

Telephone  889,  8hepard's  Sanitarium,  Columbus,  O. 
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Cancer.— Dr.  Daniel  Lewis,  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Skin  and 
Cancer  Hospital  states  ( Med.  News,  Nov.  7,  1896)  that  the  resources 
which  may  be  employed  to  advantage  in  hopeless  cases,  vary  accord- 
ing to  the  site  of  the  disease  and  the  temperament  of  the  patient  If 
an  ointment  dressing  is  indicated,  he  considers  Aristol  with  vaseline 
(20  grains  to  two  drachms  to  an  ounce)  as  among  the  best  This  or 
any  other  ointment  will  be  more  grateful  to  the  patient  if  spread  upon 
a  thick  layer  of  absorbent  cotton  instead  of  lint  or  gauza  The  cotton 
is  more  easily  adapted  to  every  inequality  of  the  ulcerated  surface, 
and  from  its  lightness  and  tendency  to  cling  to  the  surface  when  mois- 
tened, will  seldom  be  displaced.  In  cancer  of  the  uterus,  the  author 
says  a  deodorizing  lotion  is  of  the  first  importance,  and  one  containing 
eucalyptus  is  preferable  to  a  plain  antiseptic  solution.  The  vagina 
may  also  be  loosely  packed  with  cotton  tampons,  saturated  with  a 
solution  (five  per  cent )  of  Aristol  in  albolene  or  benzoinol,  a  dressing 
which  the  nurse  can  readily  renew. 


Sanmetto  in  Gonorrhoea. — Dr.  A.  G.  McCormick,  Richmond,  P.  Q. 
Panada,  writing,  says:  "I  prescribed  Sanmetto  in  a  recent  severe 
case  of  gonorrhoea  with  the  greatest  satisfaction.  I  never  prescribed 
any  remedy  in  such  cases  that  acted  so  well.  The  case  was  one  of 
simple  gonorrhoea  of  a  severe  type — pain,  burning,  and  scalding,  with 
a  profuse  discharga  By  the  use  of  Sanmetto  my  patient  made  a 
rapid  and  satisfactory  recovery.  Sanmetto  is  a  sovereign  remedy  in 
8*ch  cases.  I  used  it  two  years  ago  in  a  like  case  with  a  similar  re- 
sult I  am  well  satisfied  that  Sanmetto  is  by  far  the  surest,  speediest, 
and  safest,  as  well  as  the  most  pleasant  and  most  satisfactory  remedy 
we  have  for  gonorrhoea. " 


It  is  easy  to  report  one  or  two  cases  cured  with  almost  any  remedy, 
for  no  one  knows  so  well  as  the  practicing  physician  what  surprising 
changes  for  the  better  often  occur.  Yet,  when  we  study  the  therapeu- 
tics of  Angler's  Petroleum  Emulsion,  and  are  made  aware  of  the  large 
number  of  diseases  cured  by  it,  and  of  the  continued  reports  from 
physicians  from  every  quarter  favorable  to  its  nse,  we  must  indeed 
conclude  that  this  preparation  must  hereafter  remain  one  of  the  relia- 
ble staple  productions  of  the  newer  materia  medica.  Its  use  is  espe- 
cially indicated  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  respiratory  mucous 
tract,  such  as  chronic  coughs,  bronchitis,  and  phthisis  in  all  its  stages. 
It  not  only  relieves  the  distressing  symptoms,  but  also  aids  the  disor- 
dered digestion,  restores  lost  strength  and  weight  and  lost  health. 


SoBOiBt  or  thb  Lay  Press. — "Egan  was  removed  to  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital, where  it  was  found  that  the  tendons  and  two  arteries  had  been 
severed  and  one  or  two  nerves  fractured. "  This  is  about  as  near  as 
a  reporter  ever  gets,  but  he  must  display  his  learning. 
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The  Funk  and  Wagnalls  Standard  Dictionary  and  Cyclopedia  is 
sold  by  subscription  only.  It  has  more  vocabulary  terms,  is  better 
bound,  and  has  many  new  and  valuable  features  that  are  not  found 
in  the  Standard  Dictionary  6old  by  the  trade.  It  has  nearly  350,000 
vocabulary  terms  and  entries,  75,000  more  than  any  other  dictionary 
of  the  language.  Its  definitions  were  not  taken,  as  a  whole  or  in  part, 
from  any  other  work.  It  is  constructed  on  original  plans,  and  is  new 
from  beginning  to  end  in  definitions,  illustrations  and  quotations  by 
247  syecialists  and  533  readers  for  new  quotations.  It  has  125,000 
synonyms  and  antonyms,  5,000  illustrations,  400  are  in  natural  colors, 
and  is  acknowledged  by  the  most  eminent  scholars  and  scientists,  as 
well  as  the  press  of  the  world,  to  be  the  most  complete  and  srtisfac- 
tory  dictionary  ever  published  in  any  country  or  language. 

The  Fuller  Book  Co.,  General  Agents,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 

Cincinnati  office :  439  Race  St    G.  A.  Clause,  Manager. 

Hysteria. — The  manifestations  of  hysteria  are  so  infinite  in  number 
that  Tanner  has  well  said,  "Hysteria  simulates  every  known  disease. " 
It  so  often  exists  without  any  pathological  lesion,  and  persists  after 
cure  of  the  lesion,  that  the  practitioner  has  no  resource  but  the  well 
known  antispasmodics,  anodynes,  and  nerve  tonics,  which  should 
only  be  taken  at  his  direction,  and  which  alone  in  many  cases  inter- 
vene to  save  the  sufferer  from  the  too  common  resort  to  opiates.  Here 
Neurosine  not  only  gives  prompt  relief,  but  offers  the  best  means  of 
a  permanent  cure. 

Dr.  Alfred  E.  Meyer  savs  he  has  been  using  "Maltine  with  Wine  of 
Pepsin"  at  the  New  York  Polyclinic,  and  also  at  the  West  Side  Ger- 
man Dispensary  in  his  Gynaecological  Clinic  with  signal  advantage 
with  women  who  are  suffering  from  chronic  indigestion,  and  he  also 
gave  it  a  trial  in  his  private  practice.  One  patient,  a  lady  who  had 
for  years  had  frequent  attacks  of  indigestion,  received  so  much  bene- 
fit from  its  use  that  he  decided  to  report  the  case.  The  attacks  usually 
came  on  about  an  hour  after  eating,  the  symptoms  being  great  dis- 
tension of  the  abdomen  and  a  feeling  of  soreness  and  dyspnoea.  After 
beginning  the  use  of  "Maltine  with  Wine  of  Pepsin' * — a  small  wine- 
glassful  after  each  meal — she  did  not  have  another  attack. 

I  used  the  Waterhouse  Uterine  Wafers  upon  a  lady  who  had  been 
confined  to  her  room  for  montha  She  said,  after  being  able  to  again 
attend  to  her  household  duties,  "It  has  been  a  God-send  and  almost  a 
miracle.  E.  McCue,  M  D.,  Vernon,  Ind. 


Warmed  and  ventilated  incubators  for  sickly  babies  can  now  be 
hired  in  Berlin,  on  a  request  signed  by  a  medical  man,  at  from  eight 
to  fifteen  dollars  per  month. 


Dr.  Marvin — Dear  Sir  :  I  inclose  post  office  order  for  two  dollars 
worth  of  your  Acetanilid  Compound.  It  is  the  best  preparation  I  have 
ever  used.  Yours,  W7m.  L.  Miller,  M  D. 


You  LVIL 


CINCINNATI,  MARCH,  1897. 


No.  a 


Original  Communications. 


PROORESS    IN    MEDICINE. 
By  Kent  O.  Foltz,  fl.  D.v  Akron,  O. 

THE  frequency  of  articles  on  progress  in  medicine  can  not  but 
attract  our  attention ;  and  while  I  do  not  wish  to  decry  the  im- 
provements that  have  been  made  in  the  last  forty  years,  I  can  not 
help  making  comparisons  with  the  methods  of  earlier  centuries.  In 
palatability,  elegance  of  appearance,  and  the  abolition  of  many  of  the 
crude  compounds  of  the  ancient  materia  medica,  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion of  the  advance  in  medicine.  The  modern  physician  is  more  in- 
clined to  use  so-called  simples  in  his  practice. 

There  is  a  fascination  in  looking  over  the  writings  of  the  fathers  of 
medicine  and  comparing  their  methods  with  those  of  the  present  day. 
Many  of  the  remedies  that  are  supposed  to  be  modern  were  in  use  \ye- 
fore  the  Christian  era,  and  have  only  recently  been  taken  from  the 
oblivion  that  is  their  due.  I  refer  to  the  animal  or  glandular  drugs 
especially.  I  will  say  nothing  about  the  different  schools  of  medicine 
in  the  earlier  centuries  in  this  article,  excepting  that  the  same  broth- 
erly love  existed  among  the  schools  as  characterizes  those  of  the  present 
day,  the  spirit  of  tolerance  being  equally  well  marked. 

One  of  the  first  things  the  modern  doctor  does  when  looking  over  a 
patient,  is  to  examine  the  pulae,  for  what  reason  I  would  be  willing 
to  venture  a  wager  he  has  no  very  clear  idea,  except  to  find  whether 
it  is  fast  or  slow  ;  beyond  this  the  value  of  the  pulse  being  of  no  con- 
sequence from  a  diagnostic  point  of  view. 

Galen  wrote  extensively  on  the  importance  of  the  pulse,  and  formu- 
lated rules  that  are  recognized  by  advanced  physicians  of  the  present 
vol.  lvii. — 7 
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lay.  "The. first  kind  of  pulse  is  in  regard  to  the  time  of  their  motion, 
as  observed  in  systole  and  diastole.  Its  differences  are,  the  quick, 
low,  and  moderate. "  The  character  of  the  pulse  is  then  divided  into 
the  broad,  long,  and  the  high  or  deep.  The  opposites  are  the  narrow, 
short,  and  low.  The  small  and  the  great  pulse  also  received  atten- 
tion. "The  third  kind  of  pulse  is  with  regard  to  the  tone  of  the  vital 
strength.1 '  These  are  divided  into  the  strong,  weak  and  moderate. 
"The  strong  is  that  which  strikes  the  finger  of  the  physician  strongly, 
and  the  weak,  feebly  and  faintly.  Again  there  is  the  hard  pulse,  the 
soft  pulse  and  again  the  moderate. "  The  full,  empty,  and  moderate 
are  described  in  connection  with  several  others  that  are  of  no  special 
importance  in  this  connection,  with  the  exception  of  the  intermitting, 
intercurrent,  and  irregular.  The  classification  may  seem  cumbersome, 
but  when  compared  to  the  rules  laid  down  by  our  modern  teachers 
we  find  they  are  not  so  very  different  after  alL 

I  will  give  a  few  descriptive  notes  of  diseases,  that  for  lucidity,  will 
prove  that  many  of  our  modem  writers  are  still  following  ancient 
methods. 

"Headache. — Headache,  which  is  one  of  the  most  serious  com- 
plaints, is  sometimes  occasioned  by  an  intemperament  solely,  and 
sometimes  it  is  occasioned  by  a  procatartic  cause,  such  as  external 
heat  or  cold,  or  drunkenness,  or  a  blow.  The  most  vehement  pains 
of  the  head  are  excited  by  the  active  qualities,  particularly  heat 
Those  occasioned  by  dryness  are  not  equally  vehement,  but  a  humid 
quality  excites  no  pain  of  itself,  unless  it  happens  to  be  joined  to  heat, 
cold,  or  a  fulness  of  humors. "     I  omit  the  treatment  given. 

Love- sick  persons  were  not  slighted  in  the  earlier  days  of  medicine, 
as  notice  the  following.  "It  will  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  join  love 
to  the  affections  of  the  brain,  since  it  consists  of  certain  cares,  for  care 
is  a  passion  of  the  soul  occasioned  by  the  reason  being  in  a  state  of 
laborious  emotion.  The  following  symptoms  attend  lovers :  Their 
eyes  are  hollow  and  do  not  shed  tears,  but  appear  as  if  overflowing 
with  gladness,  their  eyelids  move  rapidly,  and  even  when  none  of  the 
other  parts  of  the  body  are  affected,  these  parts  are  always  so  affected 
in  lovers.  There  is  no  pulse  peculiar  to  lovers,  as  some  have  sup- 
posed, but  it  is  the  same  as  that  of  persons  laboring  under  care. 
When  they  call  to  recollection  the  beloved  object,  either  from  seeing 
or  hearing,  and  more  especially  if  this  occur  suddenly,  then  the  pulse 
undergoes  a  change  from  the  disorder  of  the  soul,  and  therefore,  it 
does  not  preserve  its  natural  equability  or  order. M 

The  symptoms  here  given  are,  I  think,  about  as  accurate  as  any 
that  our  modern  writers  could  give,  and  I  am  sure  that  nearly  every 
one  can  recall  cases  that  needed  a  prescription  badly.  The  most 
serious  mistake  made  by  the  ancient  authors  was  in  not  prescribing 
marriage  for  the  disorder.  In  many  cases  that  I  have  observed,  this 
prescription  has  worked  a  sure,  certain  and  speedy  cure. 

As  for  the  eye,  trachoma  will  give  as  fair  an  example  as  any. 
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''Trachoma  is  a  roughness  of  the  inner  surface  of  the  eyelid,  an 
intense  degree  of  which  has  the  appearance  of  clefts,  and  is  called 
sycosis.  When  it  becomes  chronic  and  callous,  it  is  called  tylosis. " 
Various  collyria  are  recommended,  but  the  point  of  similarity  between 
ancient  and  modern  treatment  is  in  the  following :  "But  if  the  cal- 
lous be  hard  and  do  not  yield  to  these  things,  we  must  turn  the  eye- 
lid out  and  rub  it  down  with  pumice  stone,  or  the  shell  of  the  cuttle- 
fish, or  with  fig  leaves."  Within  the  last  three  or  four  years  some 
writers  have  advocated  the  use  of  pumice  stone  in  trachoma,  and  the 
inference  is  that  they  make  use  of  the  treatment  in  their  practice. 

In  deafness  the  literature  is  rather  scanty,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  discover,  and  the  expectant  plan  of  treatment  seems  to  have  been 
in  vogue,  very  much  as  at  the  present  time.  In  nearly  all  instances 
it  seems  that  it  was  right  and  proper  to  inject  the  urine  and  gall  of  a 
goat,  following  the  belief  of  the  present  day  regarding  the  use  of  drugs 
that  if  it  does  no  good,  it  will  do  no  harm.  The  instructions  were, 
"Inject  the  urine  of  a  goat  and  the  gall  of  a  goat  together,  or  the  gall 
singly."  The  importauce  of  having  the  medicament  warm  in  these 
cases  is  nearly  always  insisted  upon,  and  from  this  some  of  our 
later  writers  might  take  a  lesson,  as  there  seems  to  be  an  inherent 
desire  to  put  in  some  solution  without  regard  to  its  temperature. 

In  nasal  polypus,  Galen  gives  the  following  simple  prescription  for 
the  destruction  of  the  growth.  " Arsenic,  quicklime,  and  white  hele- 
bare  triturated  together  and  applied  "  The  comfort  of  the  patient 
was  not  taken  into  consideration  any  more  than  it  is  at  the  present 
time,  when  the  cautery,  etc.,  are  used  indiscriminately. 

Ulcers  of  the  "internal  fauces, "  which,  from  the  description,  include 
diphtheria.  Celsus  forbids  the  use  of  irritating  applications  to  the 
throat,  recommending  mild  and  emollient  garglea  In  our  enlightened 
age  the  use  of  irritating  washes  and  swabs  is  altogether  too  common 
a  practice  for  the  comfort  of  the  patient. 

"On  incontinence  of  urine.  [Relaxation  of  the  muscle  at  the  neck  of 
the  bladder  occasions  this  affection,  and  therefore  it  happens  most 
frequently  to  children.  Our  treatment  ought  to  consist  especially  of 
tonics,  such  as  hot  wine  and  oil  and  the  like,  abstaining  from  all  things 
which  are  powerfully  refrigerant,  and  rather,  as  much  as  possible, 
using  calefacients,  for  cold  produces  a  resemblance  to  paralysis.  The 
following  things  are  naturally  efficacious :  "Burn  the  crop  of  a  cock, 
and  give  to  the  patient  to  drink  in  tepid  water,  when  fasting ;  of  the 
flowers  of  the  white  ox-eye  (chrysanthemum)  in  like  manner,  or  shave 
down  the  testicle  of  a  hare  into  fragrant  wine,  and  give  to  drink  " 

In  the  sixth  century  the  fad  for  animal  extracts  was  in  vogue,  and 
some  writers  had  as  much  confidence  in  their  virtues  as  their  advocates 
of  the  present  day. 

Materia  Medica. — Testiculus,  the  testicles  of  a  stag,  when  dried 
and  triturated  with  wine  and  drunk,  is  a  remedy  to  those  who  have 
been  bitten  by  vipers. "  It  is  also  mixed  with  "compound  medicines," 
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In  our  enlightened  age  the  juice  of  testicles  has  been  recommended 
for  the  purpose  of  rejuvenating  the  worn-out  energies  of  man.  I  think 
the  effect  in  one  case  as  good  as  in  the  other,  and  that  the  ancient  belief 
was  no  more  ridiculous  than  trying  to  inculcate  juvenile  strength  into 
the  aged. 

"Sanguis,  blood. — No  kind  of  blood  is  of  a  cold  nature,  but  that  of 
swine  is  liquid  and  less  hot,  being  very  like  the  human  in  tempera- 
ment." This  verifies  a  suspicion  long  held  by  many  people,  viz., 
that  man  and  the  hog  are  closely  related.  Of  course,  ancient  opinions 
are  a lwa)s  given  precedence,  and  this  should  settle  all  controversies 
on  this  important  question.  "The  blood  of  stallions  is  mixed  with 
septic  medicines."  This  would  indicate  that  the  value  of  bugs  and 
bug  killers  was  not  under-estimated,  even  in  the  sixth  century. 

"Aranea,  the  spider,  when  softened  into  a  plaster  and  applied  to  the 
forehead  and  temples,  is  said  by  Dioscorides,  to  remove  the  periodical 
attacks  of  tertians.  Its  web,  when  applied,  stops  hemorrhage,  and  pre- 
serves superficial  sores  from  inflammation. " 

"Cerebrum,  brain. — The  boiled  brains  of  a  hare,  when  nibbed  in  and 
eaten,  are  useful,  it  is  said,  for  forwarding  dentition  in  infants.  Some 
write  that  brain  when  eaten  proves  useful  for  tremblings.  Galen  says 
that  the  brain  of  a  camel,  when  dried  and  drank  with  vinegar,  cures 
epilepsy,  and  that  of  a  weazel  in  like  manner.  Whether  the  lack  of 
brains  was  uncommon  in  those  days  does  not  appear ;  at  all  events  I 
have  been  unable  to  find  any  recommendation  for  their  use  to  supply 
a  deficiency.  Probably  the  poorest  one  in  the  family,  mentally,  was 
not  started  in  life  as  a  professional  man  in  those  unenlightened  days, 
so  [that  the  lack  of  brains  was  not  so  painfully  apparent  as  at  the 
present  time. 

"Venter,  the  belly  of  the  cormorant,  either  when  boiled,  fresh,  or 
dried,  is  said  to  be  stomachic,  if  eaten.  And  in  like  manner,  the  inner 
coat  of  the  stomach  of  hens,  when  dried  and  taken  in  a  draught  But 
Galen  says  that  he  found  upon  trial  both  these  statements  false. 

"Stercus,  dung. — All  kinds  of  it  are  of  a  heating,  desiccative,  and 
discutient  nature,  but  they  differ  from  one  another  according  to  the 
temperament  and  diet  of  the  animal  which  voids  it "  Nearly  the  en- 
tire category  of  excrementory  material  was  employed  in  the  materia 
medica  of  Galen  and  Dioscorides.  Serapion  and  Avicenna  were  also 
believers  in  the  efficacy  of  this  substance.  In  country  places  a  cow- 
dung  poultice  is  still  used,  and  even  in  the  enlightened  "Western 
Reserve"  it  is  often  recommended.  Sheep  saffron  is  also  used  in  some 
parts  of  the  country  at  the  present  time.  The  use  of  this  material  I 
suppose  was  on  the  principle  of  the  old  lady  when  she  heard  of  a 
neighbor  getting  his  leg  burned.  She  hastened  to  fill  a  pail  with 
fresh  cow  manure,  and  rushed  frantically  to  the  home  of  the  injured 
man.  The  doctor  was  just  coming  out  of  the  house  when  she  arrived 
and  she  told  the  doctor  of  her  intentions.  The  physician  was  dis- 
gusted, and  wanted  to  know  why  she  wished  to  apply  that  horrid  stuff. 
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as  it  was  of  no  account  The  old  lady  replied,  "Why,  doctor,  you  do 
not  suppose  that  the  cows  can  graze  all  over  the  fields,  do  you,  and 
not  eat  something  good  for  burns?"  The  same  reasoning  has  been  in 
force  for  centuries,  and  now  it  is  the  stock  in  trade  of  many,  who  con- 
sider then  selves  progressive. 

"Medulla,  marrow. — It  is  possessed  of  the  property  of  softening  in- 
durated and  scirrhous  bodies.  The  best  is  that  of  stags ;  next  to  it, 
that  of  calves. " 

"Urina>  urine. — All  kinds  of  it  are  hot  and  acrid,  but  that  of  man  is 
weaker  than  the  urine  of  other  animals,  with  the  exception  of  castrated 
boars,  but  it  is  considerably  detergent,  and  it  is  said  that  some  who 
have  drank  in  the  plague  have  recovered. " 

Now  let  us  look  at  the  materia  medica  at  the  close  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  Thyroid  gland  juice  or  extract  Antitoxin  for  tetanus,  erysi- 
pelas, diphtheria,  etc  Some  kind  of  a  juice  extracted  from  the  epi- 
didymus  of  the  ox.  An  extract  of  spleen.  Some  kind  of  elegant  phar- 
maceutical prepared  from  dried  extract  of  liver  substance.  Several 
preparations  of  marrow*  both  red  and  whita  Some  kind  of  a  mess 
made  from  the  ovaries  of  cows  and  hogs.  Pancreatic  extract  A  lu- 
bricant evidently,  prepared  from  the  prostate  gland.  A  preparation 
made  from  calves'  lungs.  Again  we  are  confronted  with  some  kind  of 
urinary  business  made  from  the  kidneys.  The  suprarenal  capsules, 
even,  do  not  escape  the  devastation  of  the  seeker  after  benefiting  his 
fellow  man  by  the  simple  process  of  getting  him  to  give  up  his  cash 
for  his  good.  The  testes,  even,  are  not  given  a  rest  in  the  search  for 
alleviators.  I  think  I  have  seen  advertisements  for  extract  of  the  mus- 
cles, hearty  and  brain. 

The  ancients  were  not  averse  to  using  electricity,  and  evidently 
thought  a  severe  shock  the  best  "Torpedo,  when  applied  to  the  head 
while  still  alive,  in  cases  of  headache,  procures  relief  to  the  pain,  prob- 
ably by  its  peculiar  property  of  producing  torpor. "  A  blow  on  the 
head  with  a  club  would  probably  have  been  equally  as  sure  a  cure, 
for  the  time. 

Aconite  was  used  by  the  ancients,  but  seems  to  have  been  used 
locally  only.  Rhases  speaks  of  its  being  used  to  relieve  pain  of  the 
eyes.  Aloes  was  also  used.  Avicenna  and  Mesue  taught  that  in 
hemorrhoids  it  should  not  be  used.  Mesue  says,  "It  is  hurtful  in  hem- 
orrhoids and  affections  of  the  fundament. "  Galen  ascribed  stomachic 
properties  to  the  drug. 

Sabina,  savin,  Dioscorides  says,  "produces  bloody  water  and 
abortion,  when  drank  in  wine. " 

Bryonia  was  recommended  by  Mesue  in  pleurisy,  coughs,  asthma. 

I  will  not  follow  the  list  any  longer,  but  I  cannot  help  smiling  when 
I  look  over  the  list  of  semi- proprietary  compounds  found  in  medical 
journals,  ready  made  compounds  for  all  the  ills  to  which  flesh  is  heir ; 
read  the  recommendation  of  men  who  are  teachers  in  the  medical  col- 
leges ;  see  the  articles  in  the  body  of  the  journals  decrying  the  use  of 
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patent  medicines  by  the  laity,  asking  for  higher  medical  education, 
and  last,  but  not  least,  calling  attention  to  the  wonderful  strides  that 
have  been  made  in  the  last  few  years  in  medical  knowledge.  "Well, 
I  should  smile." 


SOME    THINOS   TO    THINK   OF    IN    PRACTICE. 
By  Prof.  Joseph  Adolphus,  fl.  D.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

TWO  3Tears  ago  I  attended  a  very  feeble  old  lady  during  an  attack 
of  capillary  pneumonia,  all  the  symptoms  indicating  extreme 
exhaustion  of  the  vital  powers — so  much  so  as  to  forbid  serious  hope 
of  recovery.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  which  is  so  exceedingly  frequent  in 
nearly  all  these  diseases  in  feeble  old  persons,  respiration  and  circu- 
lation were  very  weak.  Breathing  in  this  case  was  48  per  minute, 
pulse  22  per  minute,  very  small,  hardly  any  appreciable  force.  Owing 
to  the  weak  condition  of  these  functions,  cyanosis  was  a  prominent 
symptom,  which  indicated  the  very  feeble  condition  of  internal  respi- 
ration. On  the  fourth  day  of  the  sickness,  she  suffered  a  severe  re- 
lapse ;  skin  cold,  eyes  sunken  with  loss  of  expression,  much  like  a 
dead  person,  hardly  any  breathing,  the  heart  very  feeble ;  death  ap- 
peared as  if  soon  to  take  place. 

In  this  extremity  her  grand-son,  who  is  a  young  Eclectic  physician, 
gave  her  a  hypodermic  of  1-24  grain  of  strychnine  and  1-120  grain  of 
atropine.  Forty  minutes  after,  her  skin,  which  whs  cold  and  shrunk- 
en, began  to  warm  up,  heart-beat  stronger  and  slower,  respiration  was 
22  and  more  full.  Nothing  more  in  the  way  of  medicine  was  given- 
Recovery  commenced,  and  convalescence  on  the  fourth  day. 

Of  course,  I  understand  the  physiological  meaning  of  this  remark- 
able change  for  the  better  in  this  remarkably  perilous  case ;  age  and 
feebleness  of  constitution  together  were  seriously  against  recovery. 
Her  age  was  seventy-three. 

Case  2. — When  blood  pressure  becomes  very  high,  the  heart  being 
vigorous  and  sound,  digestion  and  assimilation  strong  and  active, 
something  unusual  will  occur.  I  will  relate  a  case  of  this  kind.  A 
person  who  was  overburdened  with  adipose  tissue — a  hearty  feeder, 
indulging  in  the  bountiful  richness  of  a  prodigally  supplied  table — 
began  to  lose  his  sight ;  soon  l>ecame  blind  ;  not  even  daylight  was 
perceptible.  In  this  extremity  he  took  ten  grains  of  podophyllin  in 
one  dose,  followed  by  heroic  doses  of  sulphate  of  magnesia,  until  a 
pound  was  thus  disposed  of.  The  purgation  was  as  fierce  as  you  can 
imagine.  After  a  lapse  of  twenty-four  to  thirty  hours,  sight  was 
restored,  and  everything  went  along  in  tranquil  order.  This  gentle- 
man lives  now  on  a  ten  cent  meal  daily — has  been  for  two  years — in 
the  enjoyment  of  excellent  health. 

Case  3. — A  boy,  seven  years  old,  was  sick  with  malignant  scarlet 
fever.     All  the  symptoms  were  adynamic ;  the  throat  symptoms  were 
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as  bad  as  you  could  imagine ;  temperature  109?  F.  ;  heart  and  respira- 
tion almost  imperceptible.  Suddenly  the  rash  "struck  in,"  followed 
by  evidence  of  rapidly  approaching  dissolution.  Every  one  expected 
this  boy  would  be  dead  in  half  an  hour.  In  this  extremity  his  father 
snatched  him  out  of  bed,  carried  him  to  the  well,  laid  him  on  the 
ground,  and  dashed  well  water,  bucketful  after  bucketful,  on  his  body, 
continuing  this  seemingly  barbarous  treatment  half  an  hour.  The 
child  was  returned  to  bed,  wrapped  in  a  blanket,  and  laid  away,  every 
one  expecting  this  terrible  ordeal  to  terminate  in  a  few  moments  in 
death.  But  not  so.  In  less  than  half  an  hour,  his  entire  skin  was  as 
red  as  a  boiled  lobster,  temperature  99°.  In  three  hours  after,  throat 
symptoms  were  entirely  changed  for  the  better.  One  of  the  striking 
symptoms  of  this  case,  before  the  above  treatment  was  adopted,  was, 
complete  suppression  of  urine,  and  what  little  urine  was  passed  the 
previous  day  gave  a  solid  mass  of  albumen  when  heated  to  the  coagu- 
lating point  of  blood  albumen.  This  boy  made  a  rapid  and  uninter- 
rupted recovery,  without  any  further  treatment,  save  liquid  food  and 
good  nursing. 

I  have  narrated  these  cases  with  a  view  of  reminding  us  of  the 
very  singular  properties  human  nature  is  endowed  with,  and  to  remind 
us  that  man  is  a  creature  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made.  When  the 
expectant  treatment  was  in  vogue,  the  results  were  far  better  than 
under  the  drug  treatment,  in  pneumonia  and  typhoid  fever,  in  par- 
ticular. 

Four  3*ears  ago,  I  believe  I  snatched  a  parturient  woman  from  the 
grave  who  was  being  hurried  on  to  death  through  puerperal  convul- 
sions of  a  kind  that  makes  strong  men  shudder  and  grow  pale.  I  in- 
jected thirty  drops  of  a  first-rate  tincture  of  gelsemium  with  the  hypo- 
dermic syringe.  Twenty  minutes  had  hardly  elapsed  after  the  hypo- 
dermic was  given  before  the  convulsions  ceased,  and  a  few  minutes 
after,  she  was  conscious.  The  next  day  high  temperature  set  in — 105° ; 
abdomen  tympanitic,  very  painful — acute  peritonitis.  I  ordered  sul- 
phate of  magnesia  §ij.,  sulphate  quinine  3j.,  aromatic  sulphuric  acid 
q.  s.,  water  3iv.  M.  Sig. — Tablespoonful  every  hour.  Free  cathar- 
sis was  produced,  followed  by  entire  betterment  of  her  condition  and 
convalescence. 

Some  may  insist  that  such  cases  are  not  of  practical  importance, 
inasmuch  as  they  do  not  reveal  any  practical  points  in  diagnosis  or 
physiology.  To  this  objection  I  interpose,  the  principle  enforced  is, 
that  physiology  and  pathology  are  nearly  related.  Besides,  certain 
alkaloidal  formations  of  a  poisonous  nature  are  developed  in  the  or- 
ganism by  some  perverted  physiological  action,  or  some  defective  ac- 
tion of  the  preservative  and  defensive  forces  of  cell  life.  That  these 
poisons  are  being  formed  in  the  organism  all  the  time,  but  in  dimin- 
ished quantity  when  the  defensive  forces  are  acting  in  full  energy  ; 
that  any  default  in  this  energy  allows  them  to  increase  in  quantity  ; 
that  they  may  often  be  got  rid  of  through  the  alimentary  canal 
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One  point  worthy  ot  consideration  is,  the  power  of  the  cells  to  ab- 
sorb and  appropriate  oxygen,  and  that  through  the  oxydating  process 
many  of  these  alkaloidal  poisons  are  destroyed  and  transformed  into 
less  complex  and  more  soluble  compounds,  which  are  eliminated  by 
the  kidneys,  through  the  lymph  glands  in  the  alimentary  mucous 
membrane.  Some  powerful  disturbance  is  frequently  transformed 
by  the  adjusting  forces  into  a  physiological  stimulant,  which  suddenly 
awakens  some  dormant  physiological  function  controlling  the  activities 
of  life,  and  thus  produce  changes  that  heighten  nutritive  activities, 
and  continue  the  processes  of  life  which  were  fast  ebbing. 

Several  years  ago,  I  was  operating  on  a  patient  who  was  under 
chloroform.  Suddenly  I  noticed  a  remarkable  change  in  the  patient's 
countenance.  He  appeared  as  if  dead ;  circulation  and  respiration 
had  ceased,  or  were  so  nearly  stopped  that  no  evidence  of  their  contin- 
uance was  appreciable.  Immediately  I  slapped  him  on  the  chest  with 
great  force,  and  applied  a  woollen  cloth  taken  suddenly  out  of  a  pail 
of  very  hot  water,  to  his  chest  over  the  heart  Suddenly  I  saw  a 
change  in  the  patient  indicating  consciousness ;  circulation  and  respi- 
ration responded  like  magic  to  the  stimulus.  The  heat  of  the  cloth 
was  great  enough  to  slighily  blister  his  chest  and  the  back  of  my 
hand.  In  this  case  the  powerful  stimulus  to  sensory  nerves  and  the 
dying  nerve  centers,  quickly  awakened  respone,  and  a  life  was  saved. 

These  points  afford  much  food  for  thought.  The  better  and  more 
useful  men  we  certainly  will  be  in  our  professional  careers,  for  study- 
ing them,  and  analyzing  their  physiological  bearing.  The  founda- 
tions of  success  in  medical  practice  are  laid  in  physiology,  the  more  of 
which  we  are  convergent  with,  the  higher  will  be  the  value  of  our 
labors. 


CHRONIC    ENTERITIS. 
By  Chas.  Woodward,  i"l.  D.v  Aurora,  Ills. 

EXPERIENCE  has  proven  that  chronic  diarrhoea  does  not  occur 
as  the  result  of  acute  disease,  nor  from  an  attack  of  diarrhoea, 
but  first,  from  retention  of  fecal  matter ;  second,  from  mechanical  and 
chemical  irritants  ;  and  third,  by  catarrhal  metastasis. 

First:  By  retention  of  fecal  matter  the  small  intestines  are  contin- 
ually congested  at  the  expense  of  the  capillary  circulation  of  the  skin. 
They  also  become  distended,  overpowered,  sacculated,  inflamed  and 
ulcerated.  This  condition  favors  auto-toxaemia,  which  vitiates  the 
blood,  clogs  the  skin,  and  necessitates  a  local  issue  to  free  the  system 
at  one  or  all  of  the  following  parts  or  organs,  namely,  the  nasal,  pha- 
ryngeal, bronchial,  the  alimentary  canal,  and  the  uterine  passages. 

The  inflammation  of  the  duodenum  extends  by  contiguity  into  the 
mouth  of  the  ductus  communis  choledochus  and  the  pancreatic  ducU 
causing  both  to  become  swollen,  and  to  secrete  large  quantities  of  ca- 
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tanrhal  mucus,  which  obstructs  the  flow  of  the  biliary  and  pancreatic 
secretions.  It  is  readily  to  be  seen  why  food  passes  the  bowels  undi- 
gested in  a  lumpy  condition — that  it  is  from  the  temporary  exclusion 
from  the  intestinal  contents  of  these  juices  which  are  necessary  to 
complete  digestion.  The  closing  of  the  mouth  of  the  biliary  duct 
causes  it  to  become  greatly  distended  with  bile,  forcing  a  backward 
pressure  in  the  liver,  which  produces  a  dull  heavy  pain  and  an  ex- 
treme sensitiveness  to  external  pressure  over  the  hepatic,  pyloric,  and 
duodenal  regions.  There  is  a  re-absorption  of  the  bile,  which  causes 
the  urine  to  become  a  deep  straw  color.  The  skin  is  usually  dry,  and 
of  a  green  or  yellowish  muddy  color,  but  the  sclerotics  do  not  become 
as  yellow  as  in  real  icteric  hepatitis.  The  anaemic  condition  of  the 
blood  is  exhibited  by  the  pinkish  hue  of  the  veins  on  the  front  aspect 
of  the  wrist. 

Second  :  The  following  articles  of  food  and  stimulants  are  mechan- 
ical and  chemical  irritants,  which,  if  used,  will  irritate,  continue  the 
hypenesthesia,  inflame  the  membranes,  and  increase  the  mucous  and 
watery  evacuations.  They  are  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  roast  beef,  beef- 
steak, vegetables,  red  and  black  pepper,  vinegar,  pickles,  ginger- 
snaps,  lemonade,  oranges,  and  in  fact  all  acid  fruits,  astringent  and 
tonic  medicines,  and  all  kinds  of  liquor.  One  of  the  causes  of  chronic 
enteritis  among  the  soldiers  of  our  late  war  was  the  excessive  use  of 
sugar,  vinegar,  and  soda,  a  mixture  drank  as  a  substitute  for  bad 
water.  The  army  surgeons  failed  to  cure,  this  disease,  because,  by 
administering  calomel  or  blue  pill,  they  expected  to  rouse  the  action 
of  the  liver ;  but  instead,  these  remedies  increased  the  irritation  of  the 
mucous  membranes  of  the  duodenum  and  biliary  apparatus,  and  the 
occlusion  of  the  bile  duct  aggravated  the  disease. 

Third :  Catarrhal  metastasis  is  one  of  the  positive  causes  of  chronic 
enteritis.  Every  physician  who  has  had  any  experience  in  treating 
catarrh,  has  seen  a  nasal  discharge  cease  through  an  active  local  treat- 
ment, only  to  re-appear  in  the  lungs  (catarrhal  asthma  or  bronchitis), 
or  in  the  stomach  or  bowels.  Who  has  not  seen  a  nasal  discharge 
grow  rapidly  less,  following  a  miscarriage  with  a  greatly  increased 
leucorrhoea  ? 

I  treated  a  patient  with  a  profuse  nasal  discharge  which  ceased  in 
a  short  time ;  but  while  the  bowels  were  constipated  an  anal  fissure 
was  produced.  The  inflammation  of  the  fissure  and  the  rectum  made 
it  possible  for  the  system  to  re-establish  a  catarrhal  discharge.  Phy- 
sicians, not  recognizing  the  local  discharge,  tried  to  cure  the  fissure 
by  dilatation,  but  failed.  At  the  examination  I  noted  the  large  col- 
lection of  mucus,  and  put  the  man  on  a  local  and  general  catarrhal 
treatment  In  five  months  the  excessive  secretion  ceased,  the  fissure 
healed,  and  the  nasal  discharge  re-appeared. 

In  treating  chronic  enteritis,  the  patient's  condition  must  be  very 
accurately  kept  in  mind.  In  the  early  stages  of  the  disease  the  duo- 
denum and  lower  third  of  the  biliary  duct  are  inflamed,  and  secrete 
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large  quantities  of  mucus,  which  obstructs  the  biliary  and  pancreatic 
secretions.  There  is  retained  fecal  matter  with  more  or  less  absorp- 
tion from  four  to  six  days,  alternated  one  to  three  days  with  frequent 
watery  clayish-colored  evacuations.  As  the  catarrh  involves  more  of 
the  small  intestines,  there"  will  be  less  retention  of  fecal  matter,  but 
increased  evacuations.  The  functions  of  the  skin  and  kidneys  are 
deficient ;  the  blood  is  anaemic. 

This  disease  frequently  locates  itself  at  the  ileo-cjecal  valve,  simu- 
lating appendicitis  in  both  constipation  and  diarrhoea.  Hundreds  of 
needless  operations  follow,  from  which  patients  usually  recover  to 
suffer  still  with  the  original  catarrhal  condition.  To  tell  the  patient 
to  eat  only  such  articles  of  food  as  will  agree  with  him,  and  drink  hot 
water  before  meals,  is  nothing  new,  for  he  has  already  followed  such 
poor  advice,  and  is  growing  worse.  He  should  be  informed  that  the 
food  and  stimulants  mentioned  before  as  mechanical  and  chemical 
irritants,  aggravate  the  diarrhoea,  and  that  he  may  eat  cooked  rice, 
oat  meal,  corn  starch,  corn  meal,  tapioca,  Pettijohn's  breakfast  food, 
wheatall,  parched  farinosa,  German  grits,  shreded  whole  wheat  bis- 
cuit with  cream  (warm  or  cdW,  as  preferred),  dry  or  milk  toast  with 
butter,  soda  crackers  and  milk. 

After  eating  such  food  for  a  month  or  two  he  can  eat  one  meal  a  day 
of  heartier  food.  Treatment — First,  give  from  15  to  20  grains  of 
phosphate  soda  in  a  little  warm  water  before  meals.  This  will  allay 
irritation,  wash  away  the  secretion  of  mucus  from  the  duodenum  and 
open  the  mouth  of  the  biliary  duct  better  than  any  other  known  rem- 
edy.    Then  prescribe  the  following : 

R — Bismuth  subnii  3j.  to  5jj.,  fl.  ext.  gelsemium  gtt  xx.,  colo- 
cynth  gtt  x.,  glycerin  3iij.,  aqua  q.  s.  to  3iv.  M.  Sig.  Teaspoonful 
every  four  hours. 

The  bismuth  acts  topically  to  allay  irritation,  as  it  has  no  astringent 
or  tonic  action.  Gelseminum  is  sedative  and  antispasmodic,  especi- 
ally while  the  food,  in  a  pultaceous  mass,  is  passing  the  inflamed  and 
irritable  sections  of  the  intestines.  Colocynth,  through  influencing 
the  superior  mesenteric  plexus,  presents  pain  caused  by  flatus  during 
abnormal  peristaltic  action. 

Alternate  with  the  above  one  proto-nuclein  tablet  every  four  hours 
as  a  tissue  builder.  Reed  and  Carnricks  Proto-nuclein  tablets  is  a 
tissue  builder,  and  overcomes  the  hyperesthesia  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  stomach  and  intestines.  Before  using  these,  patients 
are  unable  to  eat  any  acid  fruits,  or  take  any  astringent  tonic  or  stim- 
ulating medicine,  without  injury. 

The  anannic  condition  of  the  blood  makes  it  almost  impossible  to 
bathe  without  contracting  a  cold.  A  tepid  bath  lowers  the  tempera- 
ture, producing  more  or  less  congestion  of  the  bowels,  which  results 
in  a  relapse  of  the  diarrhopa.  The  following  prescription  may  be  used 
to  anoint  the  body  after  bathing,  to  prevent  the  loss  of  heat  and  to 
stimulate  the  skin  : 
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K — Vaseline  3ij.,  quinine  sulph.,  oil  cloves,  act.  Sss.,  tinct,  capsi- 
cum gtt  xv.     Mix  and  apply  twice  a  week  after  bathing. 

The  most  important  management  of  the  treatment  is  to  prevent 
retention  of  fecal  matter  by  mild  laxatives,  which  will  not  renew  the 
irritation.  Sodium  sulplate,  15  to  30  grains  in  hot  water  every  hour 
for  one  or  two  doses,  acts  kindly.  Calcined  magnesia  is  an  excellent 
remedy.  Moderate  doses  of  castor  oil,  olive  oil,  and  a  few  grains  of 
bismuth  subnitrate,  also  a  good  preparation  of  cascara,  may  act  welL 
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By  E.  B.  Bracy,  n.  D.,  Hitchell,  5.  D.  / 

X  passing  the  house  of  a  neighbor,  a  few  weeks  since,  a  party  at 
the  gate  informed  me  that  a  married  daughter  from  Minnesota 
was  not  expected  to  live  the  day  out  At  two  o'clock  on  the  following 
morning,  I  was  aroused  by  a  messenger,  saying  that  Dr.  B.  and  the 
family  were  very  anxious  to  see  me  in  consultation.  Although  I  am 
not  in  active  practice,  I  yielded  to  the  urgent  solicitation,  and  was 

met  at  the  door  by  the  young  doctor,  a  graduate  of Medical 

College,  who  was  very  courteous,  and  expressed  himself  as  being 
greatly  pleased  at  my  arrival.  Said  he  had  a  case  of  exophthalmic 
goitre,  with  some  heart  complication,  which  he  had  been  treating  for 
several  weeks,  with  every  appearance  of  a  fatal  termination.  The 
invited  examination  disclosed  a  wild  expression  of  the  eye,  with  slight 
protrusion  of  the  ball,  and  some  tumefaction  of  the  thyroid  gland. 
The  heart's  action  was  labored  and  irregular,  respiration  quick  and 
forced ;  great  tenderness  over  the  region  of  the  stomach,  and  that 
organ  distended  with  gas ;  very  distinct  pulsation  of  the  descending 
aorta.  In  articulo  mortis,  was  the  verdict  written  upon  the  solemn 
countenances  of  the  friends  present,  and  fully  shared  by  both  patient 
and  doctor.  In  private  the  doctor  gave  me  his  treatment,  largely 
digitalis  and  iron,  and  asked  if  I  could  have  suggested  something 
better.  I  replied  that,  after  relieving  the  stomach,  I  would  recom- 
mend, as  a  heart  tonic,  an  exchange  of  the  digitalis  for  cactus  in  small 
doses.  "Why,']  he  said,  "you  don't  have  hopes  of  saving  her  now?" 
I  replied  that  I  could  see  no  cause  for  immediate  dissolution.  "Well, 
I  want  you  to  take  the  case,  and  do  what  you  can  for  her."  I  said  I 
would  not  take  it  off  his  hands,  but  if  he  would  get  me  some  brandy 
and  hot  water,  I  would  make  a  prescription,  which  would  give  present 
relief ;  then  we  could  follow  with  such  treatment  as  might  be  indi- 
cated I  then  prepared  a  solution  of  "Hunn's  life  drops,"  with  the 
brandy  and  hot  water,  gave  her  a  teaspoonf ul,  and  ordered  it  repeated 
every  fifteen  minutes  at  first,  directing  that  she  should  not  be  dis- 
turbed if  she  slept  I  then  took  a  seat  by  the  bed,  assuring  her  of  my 
firm  belief  in  her  recovery  ;  told  her  that  there  was  no  organic  disease 
of  the  heart :  that  the  main  cause  of  her  trouble  was  in  her  stomach. 
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"Oh  !"  she  exclaimed,  "I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  die,  but  I  should 
like  to  live  for  my  family. " 

Not  to  make  the  story  too  long,  those  desponding  hearts  were  sud- 
denly warmed  by  "the  live  embers  of  hope  "  As  I  had  promised  the 
doctor,  I  called  in  the  morning,  and  was  greeted  with  a  smile  from 
the  patient,  saying  she  felt  better  than  she  had  for  weeks ;  had  just 
awakened  from  a  good  nap.  "Why,  I  feel  able  to  sit  up. "  I  left  a 
note  for  the  doctor,  recommending  a  mild  tonic  for  the  stomach,  with 
especial  caution  as  to  her  diet.  He  had  allowed  her  to  eat  any  thing 
her  fancy  suggested,  with  no  restrictions  as  to  quantity,  to  say  noth- 
ing about  the  inappropriate  medication. 

I  was  called  once  after  that,  by  request  of  the  doctor,  and  asked  to 
prepare  her  some  more  of  the  compound  ca  jeput  mixture.  A  week 
after  that  she  was  walking  in  the  yard,  as  I  was  passing,  and  assured 
me  of  her  rapid  improvement.  The  eye  has  a  natural  expression,  and 
the  ball  is  not  so  prominent  She  soon  after  left  for  her  home,  and 
subsequently  wrote  me  a  grateful  letter,  assuring  me  of  her  ability  to 
do  her  housework. 

I  have  omitted  some  of  the  treatment,  for  that  is  not  the  purpose  of 
this  article.  Let  me  say,  however,  that  for  the  cure  af  the  goitre  (and 
it  did  cure)  I  recommended  a  local  application  of  spirits  turpentine 
saturated  with  gum  camphor.  This  has  afforded  me  better  success  in 
reducing  and  curing  this  and  all  other  glandular  enlargements  than 
any  thing  within  my  knowledge.  The  camphor  destroys  completely 
the  terebinthinate  odor.  Be  sure  and  use  all  the  gum  that  the  tur- 
pentine will  dissolve. 

I  have  since  been  called  by  the  same  doctor  to  consult  upon  a  case 
so  nearly  similar  to  this,  excepting  the  ophthalmic  goiter,  in  symp- 
toms, phenomena,  and  result,  that  I  may  well  omit  details. 

In  these  cases  the  prime  lesion  was  in  the  stomach,  and  will  form  a 
subject  for  some  remarks  in  a  future  article. 

On  making  my  regular  visits  to  a  case  of  typhoid  pneumonia,  the 
subject,  a  woman  of  middle  age  living  in  the  country,  I  was  surprised 
to  see  in  the  yard  several  cutters  and  sleighs,  giving  me  the  impres- 
sion that  death  had  preceded  me.  On  entering  the  house  I  was  told 
that  the  mistress  was  dying,  and  that  they  had  sent  for  the  friends,  a 
large  circle  of  whom  lived  in  the  neighboring  town.  I  found  the  room 
in  which  the  patient  was  confined  all  too  full  of  these,  and  of  course  a 
circle  of  anxious  relatives  encircling  the  bed,  and  excluding  any  fresh 
air  that  might  have  found  its  way  into  the  room — watching  and  wait- 
ing for  nature's  last  respiratory  effort  At  such  a  time,  when  all  hope 
has  expired  in  the  minds  of  both  patient  and  friends,  the  doctor's 
presence  seems  an  intrusion.  Making  my  way  to  the  bedside  and 
taking  her  hand,  I  spoke  cheerily  ;  and  after  a  hasty  though  satisfac- 
tory examination,  I  asked  the  friends  in  a  kindly  way  to  leave  the 
room.  Some  of  them  were  reluctant,  but  I  was  firm,  and  soon  had 
the  room  and  patient  to  myself.     After  the  introduction  of  some  fresh 
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air,  I  seated  myself  at  the  bedside,  and  began  to  talk  encouragingly, 
when  she  turned  her  eyes  to  me  in  surprise,  and  in  a  feeble  voice  in- 
quired,  "Why,  doctor,  don't  you  think  I  am  dying  1"  "On  the  con- 
trary, Mrs.  Banks,  you  are  going  to  live. ' ' 

You  should  have  seen  the  beam  of  hope  shedding  its  luster  in  her 
f yes,  and  lighting  up  her  countenance,  for  she  had  no  desire  to  leave 
her  family  of  little  ones.  Twenty-five  years  since,  and  she  is  living 
to-day. 

On  another  occasion,  I  was  summoned  at  ten  o'clock  in  great  haste 
to  see  a  patient  three  blocks  away,  whom  I  had  visited  in  the  early 
evening.  Before  I  reached  the  house  I  heard  the  screams  of  her  chil- 
dren, who  had  been  informed  that  their  mother  was  dying ;  and  meet- 
ing a  neighbor  who  had  just  emerged  from  the  house,  I  was  accosted 
with  the  words,  "Doctor,  you  are  too  late!"  Entering  the  house,  I 
was  confronted  by  a  scene  that  would  exhaust  my  descriptive  powers 
to  depict  A  mother  bestowing  her  dying  blessing  upon  her  scream- 
ing children  and  weeping  husband,  with  neighboring  women  sobbing 
in  sympathy.  I  reached  the  bedside  with  some  difficulty,  for  the  time 
had  come  when  the  children  claimed  the  right  over  the  doctor ;  and 
after  satisfying  myself  that  hysteria  and  not  death  had  the  floor,  it 
required  more  firmness  and  courage  than  I  will  try  to  tell,  to  vacate 
the  room  filled  with  this  disturbing  element,  so  that  I  could  get  con- 
trol of  the  ventilation  as  well  as  the  mind  of  my  patient  I  stood  by 
the  bedside  taking  her  hand  in  one  of  mine,  and  placed  the  other  up- 
on her  brow,  and  as  she  was  becoming  more  calm,  the  door  was  thrown 
open  and  the  preacher  was  announced.  He  was  a  man  whose  religion 
did  not  outweigh  his  common  sense,  and  declined  to  be  ushered  into 
the  room  without  consulting  ma  I  stepped  to  the  door  and  kindly 
asked  him  to  defer  his  visit  till  another  time.  He  politely  assented. 
And  I  heard  him  remonstrating  with  the  women  who  had  sent  for 
him,  saying,  "No,  the  doctor  knows  best ;  it  is  better  that  I  should 
not  go  in. "  I  then  took  a  seat  by  the  bed  until  I  had  restored  her 
confidence  in  her  ability  to  live,  and  finally  left  her  asleep,  in  charge 
of  the  nurse,  with  positive  orders  that  she  should  not  be  disturbed.  In 
the  morning  I  found  her  hopeful,  and,  after  a  few  days,  discharged 
her  convalescent 

It  has  been  an  unsolved  problem  with  me,  whether  each  or  either  of 
these  cases  would  have  succumbed  to  the  will  of  the  surrounding  cir- 
cle, but  for  my  timely  interposition.  There  are  times  in  a  physician's 
experience,  demanding  promptness  in  deciding  and  courage  in  action 
—times  when  he  must  make  his  personality  felt 


134  MILK, 

MILK  AS  A  FACTOR  IN  TUBERCULOSIS. 
By  E.  R.  Waterhouse,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  flo. 

MUCH  alarm  is  noted  in  the  circles  of  thinking  men  regarding 
the  increasing  tendency  to  tubercular  diseases.  It  is  one  of 
the  great  causes  of  death  in  all  highly  enlightened  nations.  One- 
eighth  to  one-fourth  of  the  entire  death  rate  is  due  to  consumption  in 
almost  all  English  speaking  countries. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  among  veterinaries  that  from  fifteen  to  sixty 
percent  of  all  cows  are  tuberculoua  These  animals  are  more  prone 
to  this  disease  than  is  the  human  family,  still  the  disease  may  never 
prove  fatal  in  them,  as  with  mankind.  When  we  examine  these  germs 
we  find  them  identical  with  those  taken  from  a  human  patient,  and 
capable  of  producing  the  disease,  when  injected  into  some  of  the  lower 
animals.  It  is  also  a  fact  that  this  disease  is  hardly  known  to  people 
of  barbarous  or  semi-barbarous  countries,  as  they  make  but  limited 
use  of  cow's  milk  When  we  take  into  consideration  the  excepted 
theories  of  contagion  of  tuberculous  diseases,  we  can  not  but  admit 
that  any  person  making  use  of  milk  is  very  liable  to  contract  the  dread 
disease.  At  the  poor  farm  near  this  city,  the  cows  were  subjected  to 
examination,  and  nearly  all  of  the  lot  of  twenty  were  found  with  the 
disease,  and  since  which  time,  the  health  department  compels  the 
attendants  to  bring  all  of  this  milk  to  the  boiling  point  before  allow- 
ing the  inmates  to  use  it. 

For  the  last  ten  years  I  have  made  it  a  point,  when  coming  in  con- 
tact with  cases  of  consumption,  where  there  was  no  family  history 
pointing  to  the  disease,  to  question  the  patients  closely  regarding  the 
the  use  of  milk  and  butter,  and  have  yet  to  find  a  single  case  where 
the  patient  did  not  use  milk  and  butter  very  largely.  It  has  also  been 
found  that  cheese  is  not  wholly  without  these  disease  producing  germs. 
They  are  not  easy  to  kill  and  unless  the  milk  is  brought  fully  up  to 
the  boiling  point,  and  kept  so  for  some  minutes,  this  article  of  diet  is 
as  dangerous  as  the  raw  milk. 

Opponents  of  this  theory  may  tell  us  that  they  have  taken  large 
quantities  of  milk  daily  for  years  and  are  robust  and  healthy,  and  as 
far  from  consumption  as  could  be  imagined,  but  this  argument  proves 
nothing,  as  when  a  person  is  strong  and  healthy,  germs  of  disease  may 
be  taken  into  the  stomach,  and  the  power  of  the  body  may  prevent 
their  development,  but  when  planted  upon  fertile  soil,  as  with  some 
delicate  young  girl  at  the  period  of  puberty,  or  with  any  subject  the 
power  of  whose  life  is  at  a  very  low  ebb,  we  are  very  liable  to  develop 
a  case  of  consumption. 

The  time  will  come  before  many  years,  that  the  sale  of  milk  and  all 
products  of  milk  will  be  prohibited,  unless  it  has  been  sterilized.  This 
is  a  matter  that  concerns,  or  should  concern,  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  of  this  country,  and  departments  of  public  health  should  look 
into  the  matter. 
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It  is  niy  belief  that  the  influence  of  butter  is  much  worse  than  is  the 
use  of  milk,  as  the  milk  is  allowed  to  set  until  all  nastiness  and  for- 
eign substances,  that  it  contains,  form  into  the  delicious  cream.  It  is 
then  churned  into  butter,  and  once  more  the  nastiness  is  collected, 
and  all  that  is  fit  to  be  taken  into  the  stomach  is  fed  to  the  pigs  in 
the  form  of  butter- milk  and  whey  from  the  cheese  press.  The  habit 
of  smearing  a  piece  of  bread  with  this  unwholesome  stuff  is  very  strong 
with  some  people,  especially  if  they  have  been  taught  from  babyhood 
that  it  was  one  of  the  necessities  of  the  table,  but  when  a  thinking 
man  looks  over  the  matter,  he  sees  the  harm  of  the  disgusting  grease, 
and  unless  his  prejudices  are  such  as  to  entirely  get  away  with  his 
better  judgement,  he  can  not  help  but  condemn  it.  Were  we  to 
feed  our  babies  upon  foods  containing  the  germs  of  diphtheria,  and  at 
the  same  time  know  it  to  be  so,  every  man  outside  of  a  lunatic  asylum 
would  hold  up  his  hands  in  horror ;  but  are  the  germs  of  consumption 
less  to  be  dreaded? 

The  British  Medical  Journal  has  been  conducting  some  experi- 
ments regarding  the  sterilization  of  tuberculous  milk,  and  asserts  that 
to  make  the  process  entirely  safe,  the  milk  should  be  exposed  to  the 
boiling  point  for  twenty- five  minutea  This  is  when  the  milk  is  being 
treated  over  a  water-bath.  Even  these  germs  have  been  found  in  cans 
of  condensed  milk,  the  heat  given  it  during  the  process  of  condensing 
is  not  high  enough  to  destroy  them. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Martin,  of  the  New  York  City  health  department,  has 
been  investigating  the  condition  of  cows  within  the  city,  and  has  thus 
far  examined  about  seven  hundred,  and  found  the  per  cent  of  tubercu- 
losis to  be  a  little  over  fifteen  per  cent  In  one  section  of  the  city,  the 
doctor  examined  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  cows,  and  found  twenty- 
eight  of  these  to  be  tuberculous,  and  when  they  were  killed,  a  post- 
mortem examination  confirmed  the  diagnosis  in  every  instance. 

I  believe  that  already  two  States  have  laws  upon  their  books  regard- 
ing this  subject,  but  just  what  those  laws  are,  or  how  far  reaching 
they  may  be,  I  am  unable  to  say.  When  we  see  such  an  increase  in 
consumption,  it  is  evident  that  there'  is  a  cause  for  such  increase,  and 
I  believe  this  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the  use  of  milk  and  butter,  and 
while  I  regard  milk  as  being  a  dangerous  article  of  food  in  the  shape 
it  is  usually  taken,  I  admit  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  nourishing  and 
sustaining  articles  of  diet  to  be  thought  of  in  cases  of  fevers  and  other 
debilitating  diseases,  but  it  should  be  thoroughly  sterilized  before 
being  taken  into  the  human  stomach.  I  also  believe  that  if  the  whole 
country  Bhould  be  placed  under  such  restrictions  for  the  next  ten 
yean,  that  the  cases  of  consumption  would  be  reduced  to  less  than 
one-fourth  of  what  we  now  meet 

Already  we  have  parties  in  this  city  supplying  milk  that  has  under- 
gone the  process  of  sterilization,  and  they  invite  scientific  men  to  ex- 
amine their  merchandise  and  see  for  themselves  that  it  is  free  from 
disease-producing  germs. 
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Where  cows  are  kept  on  farms  and  have  plenty  of  good,  wholesome 
water,  the  per  cent  of  tubercular  cattle  falls  much  lower  than  where 
the  stock  is  kept  in  doors.  I  know  of  cows  in  this  city  that  are  kept 
tied  in  dark  and  filthy  stables,  and  fed  upon  slops  from  the  breweries, 
and  possibly  milked  for  three  or  four  years  without  being  allowed  to 
leave  the  building.  Here  we  find  the  "bugs"  of  consumption  in  all 
their  glory,  but  since  the  war  upon  these  unwholesome  dairies  by  our 
health  department,  many  of  these  places  have  been  cleaned  out,  and 
have  gone  to  a  more  congenial  clime  The  people  should  be  educated 
to  a  point  where  they  will  know  enough  to  protect  themselves  from 
the  dangers  as  above  stated,  and  until  then  it  is  impossible  to  materi- 
ally change  this  matter,  and  consumption  will  still  increase. 


ECHINACEA. 
By  J.  C.  Paxon,  ft.  D.t  Jamesvllle,  III. 

MRS.  P.,  aged  85,  during  winters  for  the  pa6t  five  years,  has  had 
a  peculiar  trouble.  It  begins  by  itching  on  the  hands  and  feet 
so  intense  that  it  is  almost  unbearable,  as  reported  to  me  one  year  aga 
In  spite  of  all  treatment  her  physician  gave,  the  termination  was  by 
great  watery  blisters,  breaking  down  in  suppurating  sores. 

In  January,  1896,  I  was  called  to  see  the  patient  I  found  her  with 
a  severe  bronchial  cough,  no  fever,  pulse  regular,  but  slow  and  bound- 
ing. The  lady  was  sitting  up  in  bed,  rubbing  her  hands  and  feet, 
and  complaining  of  the  terrible  itching. 

I  placed  her  on  echinacea  (specific  medicine)  gtt  x  every  hour,  and 
to  her  surprise  the  itching  began  to  subside  by  the  time  she  had  taken 
three  doses,  [and  she  was  completely  relieved  in  forty-eight  hours  with- 
out any  blisters  or  sores  following,  as  had  been  the  case  the  three  win- 
ters previously. 

On  the  first  of  December,  she  took  another  spell  of  itching,  same  as 
before,  and  I  prescribed  echinacea,  same  doses  as  before,  with  like  re- 
sults. Of  course,  my  patient  feels  .grateful,  yet  I  think  we  might  score 
another  for  echinacea. 


i 


TREATMENT   OF  ERYSIPELAS. 

By  Ben  J.  A.  Peon,  n.  D.,  Bryantsburg,  Ind. 

THINK  I  have  a  good  thing,  and  the  best  way  I  know  to  save  it 
is  to  place  it  where  it  will  do  the  mo6t  good.  So  I  send  it  to  my 
favorite  medical  journal,  at  the  same  time  giving  the  privilege  to  other 
medical  journals  to  publish  it,  so  that  it  may  be  the  means  of  doing 
good  to  all  who  may  wish  to  use  it 

My  good  thing  is  a  specific  local  application,  which  neutralizes  or 
destroys  the  specific  poison,  germ,  or  bacteria,  of  erysipelas,  in  every 
case  in  which  I  have  used  it     My  prescription  is  about  this : 
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R — Carbolic  acid  eight  ounces,  gum  camphor  eight  ounces,  chloral 
hydrate  three  or  four  ounces.  Add  the  pulvis  camphor  to  the  acid, 
and  when  dissolved  add  the  chloral  hydrate ;  let  it  all  dissolve ;  then 
you  have  the  compound .  which  you  may  call  chloro-campho-fenik. 

When  I  treat  a  case  of  erysipelas,  I  add  about  half  an  ounce  of  this 
to  one  ounce  of  sweet,  thick  cream,  fresh  butter,  or  lard.  Apply  it 
with  a  large  feather  or  soft  brush,  to  all  the  diseased  surface ;  repeat 
in  three  or  four  hours.  It  relieves  the  burning  and  pain,  subdues  the 
inflammation,  quicker  and  more  certainly  than  any  other  application 
I  have  ever  used. 

Of  course  we  use  whatever  remedies  may  be  indicated  for  the  fever, 
restlessness,  etc  This  is  also  one  of  the  best  anodyne  and  antiseptic 
surgical  dressings  I  have  ever  used. 


PNEUMONIA. 
By  H.  J.  Shelley,  M.  D.,  Rldgeburg,  N.  Y. 

IN  VIEW  of  the  volumes  that  have  been  written  on  pneumonia  as 
to  etiology  and  treatment,  it  would  seem  impossible  to  present  any 
thing  new.  We  would  like,  however,  to  contribute  our  mite  as  to  the 
rationale  of  specific  treatment,  and  to  glance  at  some  of  the  prominent 
remedies. 

A  recent  text-book  gives  the  "diplococcus  pneumoniae"  as  the  cause. 
Are  we  presumptuous,  when  these  germs  are  found  in  the  sputa,  to 
put  them  as  the  remit  of  the  inflammation  instead  of  the  cause? 

Looking  further  for  treatment,  we  find  the  coal-tar  drugs  to  reduce 
temperature,  and  free  stimulation  by  alcohol,  strychnia,  and  nitro- 
glycerine to  prevent  heart-failure.  This  must  be  scientific  for  the  un- 
dertaker, with  the  patient  "right  in  it" 

If  called  to  a  case  during  the  chill  or  before  re-action  has  set  in,  have 
the  patient  put  to  bed  surrounded  by  hot  bottles  or  bricks.  Locally, 
a  flannel  large  enough  to  cover  the  entire  chest,  wrung  out  of  hot  tur- 
pentine and  lard,  equal  parts,  is  far  superior  to  the  flax-seed  poultice. 
This  is  to  be  re-applied  twice  in  24  hours  and  continued  until  conva- 
lescence is  well  established.  If  a  child,  the  old  lobelia  powder  spread 
on  larded  cloth  is  more  than  palliative.  Where  there  is  much  involve- 
ment of  pleura,  a  line  of  fly-blisters,  while  painful,  is  not  to  be  de- 
spised The  patient  should  be  in  a  large,  well  lighted  and  ventilated 
room,  free  from  draughts,  the  temperature  not  varying  much  from  70 
degrees.  Visitors  should  be  strictly  prohibited.  This  is  an  impor- 
tant factor,  and  can  not  be  too  strongly  impressed  upon  the  family 
and  friends.  Confidence  in  himself  and  his  methods  is  essential  for  a 
successful  practitioner,  and  nowhere  is  it  more  needed  than  in  this 
alarming  disease. 

In  line  of  diet,  hot  milk  is  both  stimulating  and  nourishing,  and  is 
far  superior  to  animal  broths  or  the  so-called  "beef  tea. "  The  major- 
ity of  cases  will  be  found  with  the  full,  bounding  pulse  during  the 
vol  lvii. — 8 
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congestive  stage ;  here,  veratrum  will  open  up  the  way  for  future  treat- 
ment If  the  pain  is  sharp  and  catching,  bryonia  is  indicated  ;  if  dull, 
macrotys.  The  short,  labored  breathing  calls  for  lobelia.  Into  the 
glass  with  the  lol>elia  put  20  gtt.  specific  drosesa  for  the  cough.  I  con- 
tinue the  last  two  until  I  discharge  the  patient. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  exudative  stage  until  the  lungs 
clear  up,  I  give  specific  jaborandl  30  to  60  drops  to  a  half  glass  of 
water,  te;isj)oonf  ul  every  two  hours.  I  have  used  this  drug  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  am  led  to  believe  that  it  prevents  extensive  consoli- 
dation, clears  up  the  lungs,  and  promotes  rapid  convalescence.  In 
the  alx>ve  mentioned  dose,  it  does  not  depress  the  heart  or  produce 
free  diaphoresis.  I  have  seen  cases  pronounced  hopeless  by  competent 
physicians,  commence  to  improve  after  a  few  doses  of  jaborandl  A 
word  as  to  quality.  "Any  old  things  won't  do.  Some  of  the  prepa- 
rations are  worse  than  useless. 


SOME  INCIDENTS  IN  THE  PRACTICE  OF  OBSTETRICS. 
By  I.  M.  Shrader,  il.  D.,  Hopewell,  O. 

SINCE  leaving  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  in  1882,  I  have 
attended  over  three  hundred  cases  of  obstetrics,  among  them 
being  eight  twin  cases.  I  have  learned  that  the  old  leather,  padded 
woman,  that  used  to  be  on  the  rostrum  in  Prof.  King's  quiz  class,  was 
"not  in  if  with  a  good  many  women  I  have  seen  since.  However, 
with  the  instructions  I  received  then,  and  the  experience  I  have  had 
since,  I  manage  to  get  along  fairly  well.  Fate  having  dropped  me  in 
a  county  with  no  other  Eclectic  within  its  borders,  I  have  sometimes 
assumed  responsibilities  that  I  would  gladly  have  shared  with  another. 
About  the  first  case  that  tried  my  soul  was  a  monstrosity  in  the 
shape  and  form  of  a  bear.  The  mother,  a  young  primipara,  intelli- 
gent and  refined,  told  me  that  at  one  time  while  she  was  pregnant, 
she  visited  a  circus  and  became  very  badly  frightened  at  a  bear. 
Whether  this  had  anything  to  do  with  it  or  not,  I  don't  know ;  any 
how  nature  went  wide  of  the  mark.  On  my  first  examination  I  was 
satisfied  that  something  was  wrong ;  but  at  that  stage  of  labor  I  could 
not  determine  what  it  was.  Even  after  the  second  stage  came  on, 
and  the  membranes  had  ruptured,  I  was  puzzled  for  a  time  to  know 
what  it  was.  The  snout  presented  ;  there  was  no  head  to  speak  of ; 
the  pains  were  strong  and  regular,  but  the  heavy  breast  and  shoulders 
would  not  engage.  I  waited  a  reasonable  length  of  time,  and  though 
the  pains  were  long  and  severe,  still  there  was  no  progress.  After  a 
careful  examination,  I  satisfied  myself  that  it  could  not  be  born  that 
way.  I  was  five  miles  from  my  office,  and  no  forceps  with  me,  and  I 
do  not  think  they  would  have  been  of  any  service  to  me  if  I  had  them. 
I  do  not  believe  they  would  have  engaged  the  peaked,  ill-shaped 
head.     My  patient  was  wearing  our  and  doing  no  good.  I  determined 
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on  podalic  version  ;  turned  and  delivered  in  a  short  tima    Visited  her 
next  day ;  found  her  cheerful  and  comfortable. 

On  the  fourth  day  I  was  summoned  again,  and  found  my  first  case 
of  puerperal  septicaemia.  She  had  had  a  chill ;  pulse  120,  small  and 
sharp ;  temperature  103},  with  severe  pain  in  head,  uterine  tenderness, 
tympanitic  condition  of  abdomen.  Gave  aconite  and  echinacea  alter- 
nated with  acetanilid  compound,  turpentine  over  abdomen,  and  vagi- 
nal wash  of  a  solution  of  chlorate  of  potash,  and  in  a  few  days  she 
made  a  good  recovery. 

The  next  case,  when  I  wished  for  my  old  preceptor,  Dr.  Williams, 
now  of  Columbus,  or  some  other  friendly  Eclectic,  was  one  of  puerpe- 
ral convulsions.  Laura  R ,  primipara,  strong  and  healthy ;  labor 
natural,  though  rather  tedious ;  pains  severe,  yet  not  more  so  than 
many  I  had  seen  before.  The  mother  and  one  or  two  other  sympa- 
thetic friends,  notwithstanding  my  protest,  would  stand  over  her  and 
pity  and  cry  as  the  pains  came  on.  The  labor  wras  well  advanced,  the 
head  nearing  the  outlet,  and  I  was  consoling  my  patient  and  friends 
that  perhaps  one  more  good  strong  pain  would  settle  the  business. 
But  just  as  the  pain  began,  one  of  those  terrible  convulsions  that 
almost  chills  the  blood  in  bystanders,  came  with  ii  The  friends  ran 
out  in  the  yard  and  began  to  scream  ;  only  one  woman  remained  in 
the  house  with  me.  Six  miles  from  my  office  again  without  any  for- 
ceps, and  the  same  distance  from  any  other  physician.  I  would  have 
given  my  l>est  horse  for  a  pair  of  forceps  fifteen  minutes.  But  I  did 
have  a  bottle  of  chloroform  and  my  hypodermic  syringe.  I  injected 
one-fourth  grain  of  morphine,  and  began  the  use  of  chloroform  at 
once.  Soon  another  pain  came  on,  and  the  child  was  born,  which, 
with  a  little  artificial  respiration,  came  around  all  right.  She  soon 
had  another  convulsion  ;  gave  injection  of  one-fourth  grain  morphine 
and  continued  the  chloroform.  I  then  proceeded  to  deliver  the  pla- 
centa, which  was  no  trouble.  I  hoped  when  the  uterus  was  entirely 
empty,  the  convulsions  would  cease,  but  in  about  five  minutes  she 
had  another,  which  was  the  last.  The  only  medicine  I  gave  her  by 
mouth  was  specific  veratrum,  eight  drops.  She  made  a  good  recov- 
ery. In  this  case  I  believe  that,  had  the  mother  and  one  or  two  other 
sympathetic  friends  been  absent,  there  would  have  been  no  trouble. 
One  thing  I  learned,  I  don't  go  very  far  from  my  office  now  to  a  case 
of  obstetrics  without  my  forceps.  I  do  not  cure  all  my  patients.  Many 
times  I  have  gone  down  into  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  with 
my  patients,  whose  lives  I  could  not  save.  But  I  have  the  first  woman 
vet  to  lose  in  confinement,  or  any  of  the  subsequent  ills. 

In  closing  this  squib,  I  will  cite  one  case  to  show  a  mother's  inno- 
cence. A  few  years  ago,  Mrs.  G.,  a  widow  with  seven  children  sent 
for  me  to  visit  herdaugeter,  21  years  old  and  unmarried.  The  brother 
who  came  said  that  his  sister  had  been  having  cramps  all  day — he 
thought  something  like  cholera  morbus.  When  I  went  into  the  room 
I  noticed  a  good  deal  of  blood  on  the  carpet  by  the  bed,  and  when  I 
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reached  for  her  wrist  to  examine  the  pulse,  I  noticed  her  hand  and 
arm  were  stained  with  blood.     She  whispered  and  said,  "For  God's 
sake,  don't  tell  mother. "     I  called  for  a  glass  of  water  and  teaspoon. 
As  the  mother  left  the  room,  I  said  to  the  daughter,  "How  far  along 
are  you?"     She  said  the  child  was  born,  and  she  had  it  wrapped  in  a 
skirt  under  her  arm,  but  that  the  after-birth  had  not  come  away,  and 
she  was  wasting  a  good  deal.     The  mother  now  returned,  and  I  gave 
the  daughter  half  teaspopnful  of  Squibbs'  ergot.     Sent  her  again  for 
an  empty  vial,  and  as  she  left  the  room  I  hastily  explained  to  the  girl 
the  danger  she  was  in  ;  that  she  was  not  safe  till  the  placenta  was  ex- 
pelled, and  that  I  could  not  assist  her  without  her  mother's  know- 
ledge.    I  asked  consent  to  tell  her  mother  the  plain  fact ;  she  gave  it 
with  some  hesitation.     As  loyalty  to  his  client  is  the  lawyer's  gospel, 
so  loyalty  to  his  patient  should  be  the  doctor's.    I  went  to  the  mother 
and  told  her  as  gently  as  I  could  the  true  condition.     She  threw  up 
her  hands,  reeled,  and  would  have  fallen  if  I  had  not  assisted  her  to 
a  chair  near  by.     I  returned  to  my  patient,  and  with  slight  traction 
on  the  cord  with  one  hand,  and  kneading  the  uterus  with  the  other, 
the  placenta  was  expelled  and  womb  contracted  nicely.     The  mother 
helped  to  bandage  and  make  the  daughter  comfortable.     They  did  not 
know  what  to  do  with  the  child.     At  their  request  I  assumed  the  role 
of  undertaker.     The  funeral  cortege  was  necessarily  small,  interment 
strictly  private,  like  the  burial  of  Sir  John  Moore.     I  planted  it  in  the 
dead  of  night,  but  without  any  military  honors. 

The  daughter  married  since,  and  so  far  as  I  know,  is  behaving  her- 
self very  well  The  author  of  her  trouble  attended  a  course  of  lec- 
tures at  one  of  the  medical  colleges  in  Columbus,  O.  ;  went  from  there 
to  a  college  in  Kentucky,  soon  came  back  with  a  diploma,  married, 
and  has  an  office  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  from  me.  But  little 
he  dreams  as  he  roams  about  with  "head  and  tail  up,"  that  not  three 
hundred  yards  from  where  he  now  lives,  sleeps  his  illegitimate  child, 
and  that  I  am  the  only  person  in  the  world  who  knows  its  resting 
place. 


w 


MEDICAL    ABUSES. 

By  Prof.  Lyman  Watklns,  n.  D.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

ITHIN  the  last  few  months  the  abuse  of  free  hospitals  and 
clinics  has  been  freely  discussed  in  the  London  medical 
journala  It  was  generally  thought  that  these  abuses,  while  they  no 
doubt  existed  to  a  moderate  degree,  were  perhaps  unavoidable,  and 
therefore  the  revelations  of  a  quiet  investigation  of  public  medical 
charities  were  somewhat  surprising. 

The  perversions  complained  of  were  found  to  exist  in  two  ways  :  one 
for  which  the  public  was  culpable,  and  the  other  for  which  hospital 
physicians  and  managers  were  to  blame.  The  misuse  of  hospital 
privileges  by  the  public  was  shown  in  the  application  for  relief  by 
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individuals  who  were  able  to  pay  a  physician,  while  the  abuse  by 
hospital  physicians  and  managers  consisted  in  conducting  a  hospital 
for  personal  advancement  and  for  private  business  interests,  almost 
totally  losing  sight  of  the  original  charitable  nature  of  such  institu- 
tions. The  general  public  have  no  idea  how  many  persons,  amply 
able  to  pay  for  medical  advice,  take  advantage  of  free  hospital  facili- 
ties. Individuals  who  would  not  think  of  attempting  to  obtain  goods 
under  false  pretenses,  or  who  would  shrink  with  shame  from  otherwise 
asking  alms,  unhesitatingly  frequent  free  clinics,  and  thus  defraud 
both  the  hospital  and  the  practitioner  whom  they  should  by  rights 
consult  and  pay  at  his  private  office.  Many  people  even  go  so  far  as 
to  disguise  themselves  as  paupers  in  order  to  receive  advice  and  med- 
icine designed  to  assist  the  poor  only,  when  at  the  same  time  they 
are  much  better  off  financially  than  the  physician  whom  they  consult 

Any  one  of  a  number  of  struggling  young  physicians  would  gladly 
attend  such  people  at  a  very  low  rate,  in  order  to  build  up  a  practice ; 
but  why  consult  a  poor  and  unknown  physician,  even  at  a  nominal 
fee,  when  expert  advice  can  be  had  free,  or  at  any  event  without  more 
trouble  than  that  of  assuming  a  simple  disguise.  The  most  eminent . 
specialists  have  their  hour  at  the  public  hospitals,  generally  donating 
their  valuable  services,  not  to  deprive  their  less  renowned  brothers  in 
the  profession,  but  to  help  those  who  are  poor  and  afflicted.  The  time  of 
such  physicians  at  the  hospital  is  necessarily  limited,  and  when  taken 
by  those  able  to  pay,  the  deserving  poor,  for  whom  such  charity  was 
intended,  are  crowded  out,  and  the  physician  himself  is  defrauded, 
the  imposition  working  both  ways. 

One  writer  says :  "At  Exeter,  a  titled  member  of  the  British  aris- 
tocracy, a  lady,  applied  for  free  treatment  at  the  Hospital  for  Diseases 
of  the  eye.  When  detected  she  said  she  did  not  mind  paying,  but 
thought  she  could  get  better  advice  at  the  hospital.  This,  however, 
did  not  explain  why  she  had  not  consulted  the  same  surgeon  at  his 
private  office.  In  Liverpool,  wealthy  residents  have  been  found  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  driving  in  their  carriages  to  within  a  few  blocks 
of  the  hospital,  and  then  sending  their  children,  accompanied  by 
servants,  for  free  medical  treatment,  and  wealthy  ladies  disguised  as 
servants,  also  frequented  the  clinics.  One  lady  said  her  husband  was 
a  worker  in  the  fields,  seeking  to  convey  the  idea  that  he  was  a  farm 
laborer,  when  in  fact  he  was  a  rich  agriculturist  Another  replied 
that  her  husband  was  a  soldier,  which  was  true,  for  he  was  a  major 
general  in  the  British  army.  In  another  instance  two  patients  were 
discovered  to  be  worth  over  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  each. 

A  prominent  feature  of  abuse  was  the  attendance  of  patients  at  their 
homes  by  externes,  free  of  charge.  This  practice  was  thoroughly  can- 
vassed, and  the  frauds  discovered  were  fully  as  great  as  at  the  hospi- 
tals and  clinics.  The  form  of  medical  charity  thus  carried  on  works, 
possibly,  a  greater  injury  to  the  profession  in  general  than  even  free 
hospital  service ;  for  when  people  can  have  gratuitous  medical  attend- 
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ance  at  their  homes,  they  are  not  apt  to  employ  the  neigh borhood 
doctor. 

In  England,  hospitals  are  not  maintained  at  the  Government  ex- 
pense, but  by  private  subscription,  and  there  is,  consequently,  a  high 
spirit  of  rivalry,  a  competition  in  charity,  between  institutions  of  this 
character.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  attract  the  attention  of  pub- 
lic spirited  and  benevolent  citizens :  and  in  order  to  do  so  the  quality 
of  service  is  not  so  much  enlarged  upon  as  the  quantity.  The  num- 
ber of  cases  treated  is  made  as  large  as  possible,  in  order  to  make  a 
good  showing,  and  to  afford  grounds  for  asking  further  subscriptions. 
So  this  is  one  reason  why  the  applicants  for  medical  aid  are  no  more 
rigidly  investigated,  and  why,  on  the  contrary,  the  eyes  of  the  manage- 
ment are  often  resolutely  closed  to  the  financial  conditions  of  patiedts, 
and  every  one  is  urged  to  come  or  send  others.  In  addition  to  this, 
subscribers  to  the  hospital  fund  are  given  tickets  which  confer  the 
privilege  of  sending  a  stated  number.  Individuals  presenting  a  ticket 
are  asked  no  questions,  for  if  the  applicant  should  be  offended,  it  may 
mean  the  loss  of  subsequent  subscriptions. 

In  America,  the  hospital  question  has  not,  as  yet,  reached  such  a 
vexed  position.  Many  of  the  hospitals  here  are  supported  by  munici- 
palities, and  hence  are  more  independent  and  more  inclined  to  refuse 
those  who  are  not  actually  in.  need  of  charity.  Then  there  is  a  spirit 
of  independence  in  native  born  white  Americans,  which  deters  them 
from  accepting  free  advice  and  treatment ;  they  are  too  proud  spirited 
to  take  advantage  of  a  free  clinic  Those  who  are  able  to  pay  are  not 
incline*!  to  appear  before  "the  class"  of  medical  students  usually 
present,  and  so  the  bulk  of  attendance  is  composed  of  foreigners,  ne- 
groes, and  the  extremely  indigent ;  consequently  so  much  injur}-  is 
not  done  the  general  practitioner.  But  this  form  of  pauperism  is 
growing,  and  may  in  time  prove  to  be  a  menace. 

We  have,  however,  other  grievances  which  demand  attention,  and 
one  of  these  is  the  prescribing  druggist.  Many  retail  druggists, 
although  they  have  no  diplomas,  and  therefore  no  legal  right  to  prac- 
tice medicine,  have  a  large  clientele,  and  one  which  physicians  might 
well  desire.  In  some  instances  the  druggist  has  been  known  to  urge 
the  patient  appearing  with  a  prescription  from  a  doctor,  not  to  have  it 
compounded,  but  to  take  something  else,  a  patented  or  proprietary 
article,  or  something  of  the  druggist's  own  manufacture.  Again,  per- 
sons when  requiring  medical  advice,  frequently  inquire  for  a  physi- 
cian at  the  drug  store,  when  the  druggist  will  offer  to  save  the  inqui- 
rer a  fee  by  suggesting  a  prescription  of  his  own.  Yet  these  same 
apothecaries  practice  under  the  protection  of  the  medical  profession, 
for  when  one  of  them  has  a  patient  who  does  not  progress  satisfacto- 
rily, he  consults  his  favorite  physician,  and  thus  many  times  obtains 
credit  for  erudition  not  earned.  As  a  result  of  this,  medical  men  in 
many  towns  and  cities  are  refusing  to  patronize  the  retail  druggist, 
and  do  not  write  prescriptions,  but  furnish  both  advice  and  medicine. 
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Another  sin  of  the  retail  druggist  which  we  in  America  must  con- 
tend against,  is  the  evil  of  substitution.  That  this  is  freely  and  reck- 
lessly carried  on,  we  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  specific  med- 
icines are  fully  able  to  testify.  We  have,  as  a  rule,  given  up  expect- 
ing prescriptions  to  \>e  filled  as  written,  and  have  ljeen  compelled  to 
prepare  our  medicines,  in  so  far  at  least  as  specifics  are  concerned. 
Not  one-balf  of  the  drug  stores  in  this  city  carry  a  full  line  of  specific 
medicines,  and  in  some  other  cities  of  the  United  States  they  are  not 
to  be  had  of  the  retail  druggist,  consequently  those  who  apply  at  such 
places  with  a  prescription,  are  compelled  to  take  something  else,  or 
wait  until  the  medicine  can  be  procured  from  a  distance. 

There  is  one  perversion  of  our  noble  science  for  which  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  are  censurable.  I  refer  to  the  system  or  lodge 
doctors  and  contract  doctors.  There  are  physicians  who  will  agree  to 
attend  the  sick  of  a  guild  or  lodge  for  a  ridiculously  small  sum  per 
month  or  year  from  each  member,  or  contract  to  furnish  medical  ad- 
vice, including  medicines,  for  a  stated  period,  at  a  very  low  rate.  No 
first-class  medical  man  will  demean  himself  by  placing  such  a  poor 
estimate  upon  the  honor  of  his  profession,  or  such  contemptible  value 
upon  his  services,  proclaiming  himself  a  medical  "cheap  John. " 

Some  physicians  hope,  by  accepting  such  appointment,  to  widen 
their  field  of  labor  and  increase  their  influence,  but  it  will  be  found 
that  even  if  their  practice  is  augmented,  those  who  call  for  services 
will  expect  to  be  treated  at  the  same  low  rate,  although  not  members 
of  the  * 'society, "  and  that  this  must  he  done  or  patronage  lost.  They 
thus  reduce  the  value  of  medical  services  in  the  entire  vicinitv. 


Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

CONDUCTED  BY  W.  B.  SCUDDER,  M.  D. 


A  PRACTICAL  NASAL  DOUCHE. 

A  practical  and  a  cheap  nasal  douche  is  made  by  using  the  ordi- 
nary two-quart  rubber  bag,  to  which  several  feet  of  rubber  tubing  is 
attached,  and  providing  the  same  with  a  post-nasal  tube.  The  liquid 
must  be  lukewarm,  bag  hung  a  little  above  the  head  :  bend  the  head 
face  down,  and  introduce  the  rubber  tip  behind  the  palate.  All  the 
liquid  passes  quickly  forward  out  of  the  nose,  carrying  the  secretion 
with  it  The  douche  is  only  used  when  there  is  a  quantity  of  debris 
to  be  removed,  in  such  cases  as  syphilitic  rhinitis,  atrophic  rhinitis, 
caries,  etc.  The  disgusting  odor  in  these  cases  comes  from  this  pent- 
up  and  putrefying  secretion  and  exfoliation,  and  the  patient  must 
understand  that  in  the  future  (if  he  would  be  gregarious)  the 
douche  must  be  as  essential  a  part  of  his  toilet  as  washing  his  face. 
A  good  simple  recipe  for  one  me  lication  is  as  follows : 
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H. — Borax,  bicarb,  soda,  aa.  3j.,  salt  5sa  M.  Sig.  Dissolve  in  a 
pint  or  quart  of  lukewarm  water,  and  pass  through  the  no6e. 

If  the  odor  is  very  bad,  and  the  nasal  circulation  poor,  use  the  fol- 
lowing : 

R. — Borax,  chloride  of  ammonium,  sulpho-carbolate  soda,  aa.  3j. 
M.     Sig.  Use  as  above. 

The  borax  loosens  the  scabs,  the  chloride  of  ammonium  whips  up 
the  circulation,  and  the  sulpho-carbolate  soda  kills  the  odor.  However, 
"no  accumulations,  no  odor,"  is  the  motto  for  treating  disgusting 
noses. 


Sulphide  off  Calcium. 

Sulphide  of  calcium  is  a  most  powerful  agent  for  good  when  fitted 
to  the  proper  case.  I  know  of  no  agent  that  will  so  disappoint  or 
please,  according  to  the  proper  use  made  of  it 

This  agent  is  what  is  homoeopathic^ lly  known  as  hepar- sulphur, 
and  it  is  customary  to  prescribe  it  in  the  2d  trituration,  five  grains  at 
a  dose,  several  times  a  day.  I  never  prescribe  this  in  pill  form,  as  it 
has  such  a  bad  odor ;  also,  if  not  fresh,  is  more  nearly  the  sulphate 
than  anything  else. 

In  very  few  words  I  can  choose  the  cases  in  which  to  give  this,  and 
just  when  to  give  it  I  give  it  internally  to  check  suppuration.  If  a 
bad  case  of  quinsy  has  ended  in  suppuration,  as  soon  as  the  tonsil 
"broke"  I  would  stop  the  other  remedies,  and  give  sulphide  of  calci- 
um. Just  as  the  discharge  begins  following  bad  earache  and  "gath- 
ering in  the  head,"  this  is  the  agent  This  also  gives  the  key  to  its 
use  in  suppurative  troubles  of  the  connective  tissue,  such  as  styes,  etc. 

I  have  frequently  prescribed  it  in  nose  and  ear  work  and  seen  facial 
acne  in  the  patient  disappear.  In  many  cases  these  pimples  are  a 
suppurative  inflammation  of  the  connective  tissue  under  the  skin,  in 
which  cases  this  agent  will  not  disappoint. 


No  Difference  in  the  Schools  off  Medicine. 

It  was  recently  my  pleasure  to  meet  a  graduate  of  Harvard  med- 
ical school,  a  house  surgeon  in  one  of  Boston's  large  hospitals,  a  young 
man  thoroughly  well  educated,  and  one  who,  under  the  existing  cir- 
cumstances, and  in  treating  himself,  should  have  taken  what  he 
thought  was  regular.     He  took  what  he  had  been  taught  to  take. 

Just  upon  starting  from  Boston  to  Cincinnati,  he  had  a  slight  attack 
of  the  grippe — a  little  cough  and  some  lameness.  Soon  after  getting 
on  the  train  he  was  attacked  by  bad  facial  neuralgia,  coming  on  at 
intervals,  very  distressing.  He  took  in  rotation,  mono-bromide  of 
camphor,  codeine,  and  in  twelve  hours  fifty  grains  of  phenacetine, 
with  no  relief.  He  came  to  me  to  borrow  some  morphine,  which  he 
was  sure  would  cover  over  the  pain.     I  told  him  the  morphine  was 
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not  curative — to  let  me  give  him  some  bryonia.  "Bryonia !"  he  said, 
"what  is  that?"  We  would  not  have  given  the  four  agents  he  took, 
and  he*  never  heard  of  the  one  agent  we  would  have  given,  and  still 
the  schools  of  medicine  are  drawing  nearer ! 


The  Oil  for  Nose   Work. 

Xo  nasal  treatment  or  surgery  can  be  done  without  cleansing  the 
nose  thoroughly,  and  this  means  denuding  the  sensitive  membrane  of 
its  natural  secretion.  If  after  this  cleansing  the  patient  goes  out  into 
the  open  air,  a  cold  is  sure  to  follow.  By  spraying  the  nose  with  a 
protective  this  does  not  follow.  Oils  are  the  best  protectives  in  nasal 
treatment  Alboline  is  the  best  oil,  i.  e.,  albolene  is  the  best  protector. 
Alboline  is  a  clear,  non-irritant,  non-odorous,  liquid  petroleum  ;  does 
not  change  by  heat,  cold,  or  time,  and  is  practical  in  every  sense.  I 
have  heard  a  conservative  specialist  say  that  he  had  cured  cases  of 
catarrh  by  albolene  alone — merely  soothing  and  protecting  the  mem- 
brane— nature  curing  the  disease. 


THE  CLINICAL  IMPORTANCE  OF  EARACHE. 

There  is  a  widespread  belief  that  an  "earache"  is  something 
quite  harmless  and  different  from  a  genuine  inflammation  of  the  ear. 
It  is  a  fact  that  the  majority  of  earaches  subside  spontaneously,  with- 
out inflicting  harm.  In  the  majority  of  instances,  "earache"  is  the 
warning  note  of  a  serious  inflammation  of  the  middle  ear,  that  may 
damage  or  destroy  the  hearing ;  that  may  inflict  a  life-long  discharge 
or  may  terminate  in  a  fatal  meningitis.  The  public  should  be  taught 
to  consider  every  earache  worthy  to  be  investigated  and  treated  in  ac- 
cordance with  established  therapeutical  laws. 

Symptoms  should  not  take  the  place  of  diagnosis.  Subjective  mani- 
festations can  not  be  depended  upon.  Pain  may  mean  anything  and 
s  •»'«—- s  significant. 

in  acute  earache,  due  to  middle  ear  inflammation,  diagnosed  by  a 
red  streak  running  along  the  malleus  handle,  in  the  earlier  stage,  and 
later  by  a  uniform  redness  and  perhaps  bulging  of  the  drum,  and  ag- 
gravated by  pressure  on  the  tragus,  the  best  remedy  is  the  continu- 
ous application  of  warm  water  by  means  of  a  fountain  syringe.  If  the 
water  can  not  be  tolerated,  or  after  using  from  one  to  three  pints  there 
is  no  marked  relief,  instill  a  few  drops,  warmed,  of  a  5  per  cent  solu- 
tion of  cocaine,  or  of  £  per  cent  solution  of  atropia,  applying  externally 
dry  heat.  The  irrigation  and  cocaine  may  be  repeated  or  alternated 
according  to  circumstances,  having  due  care  of  the  latter.  Aconite 
and  pulsatilla  are  the  most  suitable  remedies. 

The  painstaking  physician  will  always  supplement  these  measures 
by  an  opiate  or  antikamnia  to  be  given  later  and  repeated  if  necessary 
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to  command  relief.  We  should  avoid  instilling  oils,  glycerine,  alco- 
holic solutions,  and  applying  continued  moist  heat  externally.  Should 
the  inflammation  prove  to  be  of  a  more  serious  type  as  denoted  by 
greater  and  more  continued  pain  with  fever,  apply  to  the  tragus  two 
to  six  leeches,  according  to  age  and  severity.  These  will  quiet  the 
most  intense  pain  and  check  the  severest  form  of  inflammation  if  ap- 
plied early,  but  if  delayed  after  the  first  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours 
the  chances  for  aborting  trouble  are  much  lessened.  Little  opium  is 
required  to  afford  relief  after  the  leeches  once  get  to  work. 

A  pain  that  returns  after  these  active  measures  is  due  to  middle  ear 
pressure,  and  can  be  relieved  only  by  paracentesis.  This  should  be 
done,  without  delay,  at  the  most  bulging  part  of  the  drum,  which  is 
generally  in  the  posterior  lower  quadrant,  using  a  small  sub-tendon 
bistoury.  It  has  not  been  my  experience  to  find  a  Homoeopathic 
remedy  sufficient!}-  prompt  in  action  to  arrest  this  most  severe  form 
of  pain,  and  I  would  feel  myself  culpable  did  I  not  resort  to  the  most 
active  antiphlogistic  measures. — Horn.  Eyt\  Ear,  and  Throat  Jour, 


A  Boil  on  the  Nose. 

Dr.  Carl  Seiler  says  :  "A  toil  on  the  end  of  the  nose  is  painful 
even  though  small  and  seemingly  ludicrous,  because  the  skin  is  not 
only  as  thick  and  tough  as  that  of  the  palm  of  the  hand,  but  also  be- 
cause there  is  very  little  tissue  between  it  and  the  cartilage  of  the 
nose,  as  we  all  know  who  have  tried  to  dissect  these  small  muscles  of 
the  nose.  An  ordinary  poultice,  therefore,  will  not  be  of  any  avail, 
because  no  further  swelling  can  be  obtained  in  this  locality  to  relieve 
the  pressure,  and,  consequently,  a  poultice  which  will  shrink  the  parts 
is  indicated,  and  such  a  one  is  a  raw  cranberry,  crushed,  laid  over  the 
lx)il  or  pimple,  and  kept  in  place  with  a  daub  of  stiff  boiled  starch. 
Try  it,  and  you  will  find  it  to  relieve  the  excruciating  pain  within  a 
short  time,  and  cure  the  trouble  in  twenty-four  hours. " 


Useful  New  Remedies. 

Zinc.   Sulph gr.  1 1 

Acid  bor gr.  15 

Aq.  distill o j. 

M.     Boil  and  filter,  and  add 

Acid  Carbolic  pur gtt  j. 

This  is  a  useful  solution  for  ordinary  cases  of  chronic  otitis  media  ; 
it  is  non- irritating  and  antiseptic  and  will  give  good  results.  To  be 
dropped  (warm)  into  the  ear  every  three  hours. 

Acid  lx)ric jrr.  xv. 

Spt.  vin.  rectifiss '  •  •  ■  5  j, 

M.  To  be  left  in  ear  for  at  least  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes.  In 
cases  of  aural  polypi,  granulations,  or  aspergillus.  An  excellent 
remedy  for  well  selected  cases.  It  is  sometimes  quite  painful,  espe- 
cially the  first  two  or  three  applications.—  The  <  'I  in  teal  (  hronicle. 
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PERISCOPE. 

PERSISTENCY  AND  PATIENT  WAITING. 

One  of  the  essential  lessons  which  a  young  physician  must  learn 
is  that  of  persisting  in  indicated  treatment  and  waiting  for  results. 
This  obtains  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  cases.  In  the  treatment  of 
acute  cases  he  can  produce  immediate  results,  which  will  impress  the 
patient  with  confidence  in  his  methods  and  ability.  But  in  the  treat- 
ment of  chronic  cases  he  is  impatient  of  results,  and  his  impatience  is 
soon  conducted  to  the  patient,  who  soon  becomes  impatient  also,  and 
consequently  dissatisfied  because  the  results  promised  are  not  obtained. 
This  impatience  induces  the  doctor  to  make  frequent  changes  in  his 
medicines,  thus  not  giving  proper  time  for  the  action  of  any  remedy. 
The  changes  that  have  slowly  taken  place  within  the  system,  inducing 
chronic  pathological  conditions,  must  take  a  correspondingly  longer 
time  to  be  corrected  than  those  which  occur  quickly.  It  is  a  mistake 
to  be  too  hopeful  in  the  expressions  of  a  prognosis  in  these  cases.  It 
is  much  better  to  say  :  "The  patient  can  be  cured,  if  he  follows  the 
the  advice  given,  and  persists  in  the  treatment  long  enough."  Per- 
sistency is  the  great  essential  Cases  of  syphilis  often  demand  treat- 
ment for  a  year  or  two,  especially  if  they  come  to  us  after  having  been 
treated  with  mercurials.  In  one  case  the  treatment  was  continued 
for  two  and  one- half  years.  I  was  consulted  two  years  ago  by  a  pa- 
tient with  interstitial  nephritis.  I  told  him  his  only  chance,  which 
was  a  slim  one,  was  in  his  persisting  in  the  treatment.  He  promised 
to  be  persistent,  and  actually  took  one  remedy  every  four  hours  for 
six  months  without  the  least  perceptible  benefit.  He  then  began  to 
slowly  improve  and  recovered  completely. 

But  persistency  is  of  no  avail  unless  the  diagnosis  is  correct,  and 
the  correct  remedies  correctly  directed.  The  principles  of  specific 
medication  may  be  applied  in  these,  as  well  as  in  acute  cases,  but 
there  must  be  more,  a  grouping  of  indications,  and  a  thoughtful  con- 
sideration of  causes,  and  of  the  changes  in  structure  of  the  fluids  or 
solids.  Single  indications  will,  perhaps,  hardly  demand  a  single  rem- 
edy, but  a  single  remedy  can  be  directed  to  a  pathological  condition 
which  is  evidenced  by  a  number  of  symptoms.  To  illustrate :  The 
persistent  use  of  proper  doses  of  leptandrin  or  podophyllin  will  cor- 
rect, in  some  cases,  a  fault  of  the  liver  which  shows  itself  in  a  long 
train  of  disagreeable  symptoms.  The  administration  of  minute  doses 
of  cactus  grand,  to  improve  the  nutrition  of  the  heart,  and  to  thus 
regulate  its  action,  is  the  only  remedy  needed  in  some  eases  where  the 
disordered  digestion,  dyspnoea,  vertigo,  headaches,  feebleness,  con- 
stipation, cold  extremities,  and  various  other  symptoms  had  been  long 
treaied  without  results. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  patient  may  complain  of  heart  trouble  with  a 
long  train  of  alarming  and  distressing  symptoms,  all  of  which  will  be 
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permanently  relieved  by  a  good  digestive  agent  A  patient  presents 
herself  for  advice  with  a  train  of  symptoms  that  apparently  involve 
every  organ  in  the  body.  At  first  thought  it  would  seem  as  if  the  case 
was  hopeless,  but  after  a  careful  grouping  of  the  symptoms— a  thought- 
ful consideration  of  the  actual  conditions  involved,  which  would  possi- 
bly exercise  an  etiological  influence,  we  finally  decide  nervous  exhaus- 
tion— neurasthenia — to  be  the  cause,  and  forced  nutrition  and  the  in- 
troduction of  the  direct  essential  chemical  constituents  of  the  nervous 
system  to  supply  the  waste  is  all  the  treatment  advised,  with  proper 
hygienic  and  dietary  precautions,  and  the  improvement  is  rapid. 

Prof.  John  King,  years  ago,  wrote  a  clastic  work  on  the  chronic 
diseases  and  their  treatment,  a  work  which,  if  it  had  been  written  at 
that  time  by  an  allopath,  would  have  produced  such  a  revolution  in 
medicine  as  no  influence  among  them  has  ever  produced.  We  have 
an  immense  advantage  over  them  in  the  access  we  have  to  this  book. 
It  is  a  large  book  and  expensive,  but  we  have  obtained*  from  it  a  sin- 
gle suggestion,  many  times,  that  has  paid  for  the  book  over  and  over 
again.  Every  young  physician  ought  to  have  this  royal  work  always 
at  hand,  and  by  studying  it  carefully  and  following  its  precepts  a 
successful  method  of  the  treatment  of  otherwise  intractable  chronic 
complaints  will  be  acquired  which  will  be  of  inestimable  value, — The 
Chicago  Medical  Time*. 


SURGERY  OF  THE  KIDNEY. 

The  operations,  sixty  in  number,  upon  fifty-five  patients  were 
performed  during  the  period  1867  to  1895.  With  the  exception  of 
seven,  all  occurred  since  1881.     Of  the  total  number  there  were  : 

29  nephrectomies  with  a  mortality  of  48.27  per  cent. 

10  nephrotomies  with  a  mortality  of  60  per  cent 
7  nephrorrhaphies  with  a  mortality  of  14. 28  per  cent 
1  nephrorrhaphy  by  laparotomy  with  a  a  mortality  of  100  per  cent 

13  miscellaneous  operations. 

The  total  mortality  was  41.66  per  cent 

The  pathological  conditions  which  furnished  the  indications  for  oper- 
ation were  as  follows : 

Malignant  tumors,  11  cases,  mortality  27.27  per  cent 

Adenoma,  1  case,  mortality  0. 

Perirenal  tumors,  4  cases,  mortality  50  per  cent. 

Pyonephrosis,  12  cases,  mortality  75  per  cent 

Hydronephrosis,  11  cases,  mortality  54  per  cent 

Tubercula,  2  cases,  mortality  50  per  cent 

In  view  of  the  difference  of  opinion  among  surgeons  as  to  the  ad- 
visability of  operating  for  malignant  disease  of  the  kidney,  a  study 
of  the  result  in  these  cases  is  of  value.  There  were  eleven  cases  of 
malignant  tumors,  of  which  five  were  sarcoma,  four  carcinoma,  and 
two  described  as  "struma"  of  the  kidney.     The  mortality  due  to  oper- 
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ation  was  27.27  per  cent,  yet  one  of  the  deaths  was  caused  by  catar- 
rhal pneumonia  fourteen  days  after  operation,  while  another  was  due 
to  cerebral  hemorrhage  from  metastases  in  brain  thirteen  days  after 
operation.  Eliminating  these  cases  the  actual  operative  mortality  is 
reduced  to  9.09  per  cent. 

Three  cases  only  were  alive  at  time  of  writing ;  of  these,  one,  an 
adenocarcinoma,  had  gone  two  years  and  eight  months ;  a  second, 
which  had  been  diagnosed  as  "Xieren  struma,"  had  gone  two  and  a 
half  years ;  and  a  third,  an  adeno  carcinoma,  was  well  thirteen  months 
after  operation.  Of  the  cases  that  had  died,  one  had  remained  free 
from  recurrence  twenty  months,  but  afterward  died  with  cachexia. 

The  others  died  in  from  two  to  seven  months  after  operation,  some 
of  recurrence,  others  because  of  imperfect  removal  of  the  entire  growth. 
The  characteristic  symptoms  of  malignant  tumor  of  the  kidney  are 
tumor,  hematuria,  pain,  and  cachexia. 

It  is  important  to  note  the  duration  of  the  symptoms.  In  two  cases 
of  carcinoma  they  had  existed  three  years,  while  in  some  of  the  sar- 
coma cases  they  had  been  noticed  from  three  to  nine  years.  It  has 
been  shown  from  the  reported  cases  of  malignant  tumors  of  the  kidney 
that  hematuria  is  more  abundant  in  carcinoma  than  sarcoma. 

In  L's.  cases,  one  of  carcinoma  had  shown  evidence  of  the  presence 
of  a  tumor  nine  months  before  hematuria  was  noticed.  Two  of  his 
cases  of  sarcoma  showed  no  hematuria. 

Nine  operations  were  performed  for  movable  kidney,  with  one  death 
from  peritonitis.  In  five  cases  the  capsule  was  divided,  but  not  re- 
sected. In  two  cases  resection  of  the  capsule,  four  to  five  ctm.  in 
breadth,  was  made.  Six  cases  were  traced  to  final  results,  the  period 
of  time  which  had  elapsed  being  six  months  to  three  and  a  half  years. 
The  condition  of  the  patients  traced  offered  encouragement  to  opera- 
tive interference. — Lotherssen,  Arehiv.  f.  klitu  Chir. 


A  PROTEST. 

To  an  article  in  the  Hahnemannian  for  November,  by  John  W. 
Haywood,  M.  D,  of  England,  entitled,  "Prostitution — no  License, 
but  Control,"  I  wish  to  enter  an  earnest  protest  The  writer,  in  brief, 
takes  two  positions :  first,  that  "the  sexual  passions  can  no  more  be 
absolutely  suppressed  than  can  the  necessity  for  other  evacuations," 
prohibition  being  quite  as  useless  as  would  be  that  of  urinals  and 
water-closets.  The  second  position  is  that  prohibition  is  impossible, 
and  resort  should  be  had  to  control  and  examination. 

A  careful  study  of  this  question  for  several  years  has  convincedTme 
that  the  best  men  in  our  profession  are  united  in  the  opinion  that  the 
sexual  appetite  may  be,  and  should  be,  under  the  control  of  the  will, 
and  that  no  necessity  for  its  indulgence  exists,  but  that  the  highest 
degree  of  mental  and  physical  health  may  co-exist  with  perfect  conti- 
nence.   Not  less  than  a  dozen  papers  have  appeared  in  our  medical 
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journals  during  the  past  year,  which  support  this  view.  It  would 
seem  to  be  a  most  degrading  view  to  take  of  mankind,  that  it  is  en- 
dowed with  powers  whose  necessary  exercise  compels  the  violation  of 
moral  and  physical  laws.  Surely  the  Creator  did  not  make  it  neces- 
sary for  men  to  sin. 

As  to  the  other  point,  the  experience  of  Switzerland,  of  Germany, 
of  France,  of  the  British  army  in  India  and  at  home,  proves  conclu- 
sively that  regulation  does  not  regulate  nor  control ;  neither  does  med- 
ical examination  prevent  contagion.  As  to  the  plan  of  restricting 
women  and  houses  of  ill-fame  to  certain  parts  of  a  city,  the  result  of 
careful  trial— as  in  the  instance  of  the  city  of  Rome — proves  that  this 
form  of  evil  can  not  be  kept  to  one  locality,  even  under  the  strictest 
surveillance. 

On  the  other  hand,  instances  have  occurred  where  prohibition  has 
succeeded,  as  in  Norfolk,  Va. ,  and  wherever  officials  are  in  sympathy 
with  the  law.  Looked  at  calmly  and  in  the  light  of  reason  and  expe- 
rience, sexual  vice  does  not  differ  from  other  forms  of  vice  in  essence ; 
it  is  only  more  difficult  to  treat  with.  The  method  adopted  by  the 
human  race  in  relation  to  vice  is  to  prohibit  it,  and  it  is  as  appropriate 
to  sexual  vice  as  to  other  varieties.  The  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the 
law  should  not  lead  to  its  al^andonment  Law  has  not  yet  stamped 
out  theft,  or  murder,  or  adultery  ;  shall  we  then  proceed  to  "control" 
or  "regulate"  these  evils? 

The  medical  profession  should  always  uphold  the  highest  practical 
standard  in  relation  to  moral  and  social  questions,  nor  allow  them- 
selves to  be  led  to  support  measures  which  have  been  abandoned  by 
the  most  experienced  students  of  social  science  the  world  over.  —  The 
Hahnemanniun  Monthly. 
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As  an  instance  of  drug  selection, 'according  to  sequence  of  symp- 
toms, Ord  relates  the  case  of  a  young  woman  set  22,  who  for  twelve 
months  had  suffered  from  pain  in  the  right  sida  She  had  been  attend- 
ing a  hospital  for  four  months,  was  an  in-patient  for  two  weeks,  and 
was  blistered  on  side  and  back,  without  benefit  Patient  a  florid, 
bright  woman,  unmarried.  The  right  ovary  was  very  tender  to  exter- 
nal pressure.  She  described  Jthel  pain]  as  constant  aching,  very  dis- 
tressing, and  incapacitating^her^f  rom  active  work.  It  was  much  worse 
at  the  periods  and  after  exertion.  There  was  also  a  pain  over  the  right 
hip,  worse  in  wet  weather ;  no  tenderness  or  swelling.  The  periods 
recurred  every  two  weeks,  very  profuse  and  bright,  with  such  severe 
pain  that  she  had  to  lie  up  every  tima  Bowels  constipated.  For  six 
weeks  she  was  given  in  turn  balladonna,  {nux  vomica,  and  hepar.  Of 
these,  the  last  relieved  the  hip]pain, *  but'she  was  no  better  otherwise. 
CI  hit  Til  History  of  the  Case.—  She^en  joyed  good  health,  and  res- 
piration was  normal,  until  fourteen  months  ago,  when  she  suffered 
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from  indigestion  and  constipation,  followed  by  flushing  and  redness 
of  face,  with  constant  ht^adaches.  The  pain  in  the  side  then  appeared 
and  the  j>eriods  became  too  frequent  and  profuse.  This  sequence 
indicated  sanguinaria,  which,  agreeing  well  with  the  symptoms,  was 
ordered  in  the  1st  dec.  dil.  gtt  v.  t.  d.  e. 

In  a  fortnight  she  reported  great  improvement ;  pain  almost  gone. 
The  period  had  just  passed,  less  profuse,  with  very  little  pain,  and 
she  had  not  to  lie  up  for  it  In  another  fortnight,  sanguinaria  being 
continued,  she  returned  considering  herself  cured,  and  feeling  better 
than  for  many  months.  Patient  was  advised  to  continue  the  remedy 
after  the  next  period,  and  has  not  returned. — Monthly  Horn.  Jleview. 


Tuberculosis  of  Bone. 

The  treatment  of  tuberculosis  of  bone  by  injections  of  chloride  of 
zinc  which  was  advocated  by  Lannelongue,  has  been  employed  by 
the  author  in  forty  cases  with  generally  satisfactory  results.  A  ten 
per  cent  solution  of  zinc  chloride  in  distilled  water  is  employed,  and 
the  injections  are  made  with  an  ordinary  syringe  about  once  a  week. 
The  object  is  to  inject  the  fluid  sub-periosteally,  or  at  least  under  the 
ligaments,  and  as  only  a  small  quantity  can  he  forced  under  the  peri- 
osteum at  a  single  point,  the  author  has  found  it  most  satisfactory  to 
divide  the  required  quantity  (10-15  min.),  injecting  only  a  minim  or 
less  at  each  puncture.  In  this  way  the  tubercular  area  can  be  com- 
pletely surrounded. 

The  injections  are  moderately  painful  and  often  have  to  be  made 
in  narcosis.  The  action  of  the  fluid  is  at  first  an  irritating  one,  and  is 
followed  by  cicatrization.  Z.  thinks  that  it  has  a  direct  germicidal 
influence  on  the  bacilli 

In  the  cases  in  which  it  was  employed  at  the  very  beginning  of  the 
trouble,  the  treatment  was  most  successful.  It  is  necessary  to  map 
out  exactly  the  site  and  character  of  the  tubercular  process.  In  the 
presence  of  pus  it  acts  badly  and  abscess  cavities  must  be  tapped  and 
cleaned  out  before  injections  are  made.  It  is  not  to  be  recommended, 
therefore,  in  cases  with  extensive  suppuration.  Z.  makes  use  of  ban- 
dages and  apparatus  if  indicated  at  the  same  time  that  treatment  by 
injection  is  carried  on. — Ziematzky,  Rev.  d.   Chirur. 


Lycopodium  in  Hemeralopia.  — No  other  drug  in  our  materia  medica 
has  cured  such  a  large  number  of  these  cases  as  lycopodium.  There 
9eems  to  be  no  marked  indication  for  its  use,  with  the  exception  of 
the  night  blindness  coming  on  early  in  the  evening,  though  in  some 
instances  it  was  found  that  the  patient  could  see  better  at  a  distance 
than  near  at  hand,  yet  in  other  cases  this  indication  was  wanting,  so 
H  can  not  be  considered  important  If  black  spots  floating  before  the 
eyes  accompany  the  night  blindness,  this  drug  is  particularly  called 

or.—  Horn.  Eye,  Ear,  and  Throat  Jour. 
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Endocarditis    In    Childhood. 

Dr.  Chas.  Goodwin  Jennings,  in  Pediatrics,  for  Dec.  1,  1896,  has 
an  article  on  "Endocarditis  in  Chilhood. "  The  author  states  that  en 
docarditis  is  one  of  the  grave  complications  of  certain  diseases  of  early 
life,  but  rarely  a  primary  condition. 

Every  case  of  acute  rheumatism,  of  chorea,  scarlatina  and  other  in- 
fections, and  septic  fevers,  should  be  looked  upon  as  a  possible  cause 
of  endocarditis.  He  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  seventy  to  eighty 
per  cent  of  the  cases  of  heart  complication  in  early  life  are  rheumatic, 
and  that  only  a  minority  of  the  cases  of  acute  rheumatism  in  child- 
hood escape  endocarditis.  Bearing  in  mind  the  erratic  course  of  rheu- 
matism in  childhood,  the  importance  of  early  recognition  of  heart  com- 
plication becomes  apparent 

Next  in  importance  to  rheumatism  as  a  cause  is  scarlatina.  Here 
the  heart  complication  is  a  late  one,  usually  appearing  during  des- 
quamation. Scarlatinal  nephritis  increases  the  liability  to  endocardi- 
tis. Any  interruption  in  the  convalescence  of  scarlatina  should  direct 
the  physician's  attention  to  the  heart  Its  onset  is,  at  times,  insidi- 
ous and  the  spmptomatology  variable. 

Fever,  precordial  pain  or  distress,  palpitation  or  disturbed  rhythm, 
and  dyspnoea  are  mentioned.  The  physical  signs  are :  Tumultuous 
action,  feeble  action,  murmurs,  and  apex  reduplication  of  the  second 
sound  are  mentioned. 

As  therapeutic  measures,  the  salicylates  and  rest,  special  emphasis 
being  laid  upon  the  latter,  and  those  agents  which  insure  or  tend  to- 
produce  the  latter,  such  as  opium,  phenacetin,  aconite,  etc.,  are  men- 
tioned. [Mundy.] 

The  Therapeutic  Uses  of  Rhus  Aromatica. — As  all  know  ,rhus  aro- 
matica  is  one  of  those  valuable  remedies  rescued  and  saved  from  ob- 
livion by  Hale's  New  Remedies.  The  remedy  was  originally  brought 
to  notice  by  Dr.  F.  McClanahan,  who  stated  that  he  obtained  his  first 
knowledge  of  its  virtues  trom  his  grandfather,  Dr.  John  Gray,  who 
had  used  the  drug  for  over  thirty  years  with  the  utmost  benefit  to  his 
patients. 

Rhus  aromatica  in  material  doses  is  a  "sovereign  remedy' '  for  dia- 
betes. The  dose  runs  from  ten  drops  to  a  teaspoonful  of  the  mother 
tincture.  Another  use  of  the  remedy  is  in  the  cure  of  that  annoying 
complaint,  involuntary  dribbling  of  the  urine.  It  is  also  a  great  rem- 
edy for  enuresis ;  indeed,  a  few  years  ago,  Dr.  Worthington,  of  Ver- 
sailles, Ky.,  said  it  was  practically  a  specific  for  this  troublesome 
complaint  He  does  not  look  for  symptoms,  but  when  he  has  a  case 
of  bed-wetting^to  treat,  he  gives  rhus  aromatica  in  ten  drop  doses.  It 
has,  like  everything  else,  been  also  recommended  for  other  complaints, 
and  may^be  useful  in  them,  but  in  diabetes,  dribbling  of  urine,  or  in- 
continence of  urine,  and  enuresis,  it  stands  forth  as  a  strongly  marked 
.  lloer. 
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ETIDORHPA A   REVIEW. 

By  J.  K.  Scudder,  M.  D. 

THE  book  Etidorhpa,  issued  by  Professor  Lloyd  about  one  year  ago, 
occupies  a  place  of  its  own  in  literature.  Had  we  not  known 
that  its  author  did  not  desire  publicity  at  the  hands  of  his  personal 
friends,  we  would  long  since  have  given  the  work  the  attention  so 
unique  a  publication  merits  from  his  fellow-townsmen.  However, 
the  period  of  probation  has  surely  passed,  and,  in  justice  to  ourselves 
and  his  work,  Etidorhpa,  as  well  as  the  thousands  of  friends  of 
Professor  Lloyd,  we  can  not  longer  remain  silent.  Instead,  however, 
of  lauding  the  book  Etidorhpa,  as  we  might  naturally  be  expected 
to  do,  we  Will  present  our  readers  with  a  brief  history,  both  of  the 
publication  and  of  its  author,  and,  if  space  permits,  will  reproduce 
eome  of  its  unique  illustrations  and  portions  of  its  text. 

*    *    * 

The  Author  of  Etidorhpa. — Professor  John  Uri  Lloyd  was 
born  in  West  Bloomfield,  New  York,  April  19, 1849.  When  a  child, 
hie  parents  moved  to  Kentucky,  his  father  being  a  civil  engineer, 
and  at  that  time  engaged  in  surveying  a  line  for  a  railway  between 
Covington  and  Louisville.  In  1864,  the  boy  was  apprenticed  to 
W.  J.  M.  Gordon  &  Brother,  Eighth  Street  and  Central  Avenue, 
the  object  being  that  he  should  learn  the  drug  business.  In  a  few 
years  he  left  the  Gordon's,  and  served  a  period  with  George  Eger, 
a  German  pharmacist,  in  order  to  gain  an  insight  into  the  German 
side  of  pharmacy.  From  this  place  he  returned  to  the  Gordon's, 
and  next,  at  the  request  of  Professor  King,  went  to  Court  and  Plum 
Streets.  His  subsequent  record  is  known  to  our  readers,  for  he  has 
not  since  changed  his  location.  Professor  Lloyd  is  of  less  than 
medium  size  and  sparely  built.  His  usual  weight  is  116  pounds. 
Remarks  concerning  his  undersize  are  frequent,  and  would  disturb 
some  persons;  but  Professor  Lloyd,  cares  nothing  for  such  pleasantries. 

His  life  has  been  one  of  constant  work.  We  will  not  presume 
to  do  more  than  refer  to  the  fact  that  his  school  education  ended  in 
bis  boyhood  country  school  in  Kentucky,  to  show  those  who  have 
read  his  papers,  embracing,  as  they  do,  history,  literature,  science, 
medicine,  pharmacy,  and. political  economy,  that  self-education  has 
been  a  life-work  and  a  success.  His  life  has  been  one  of  persistent 
•tudy,  not  alone  from  books,  but  in  Nature's  pages.  His  original 
contributions  to  science  have  been  constant  during  the  past  twenty 
years,  and  would  fill  volumes.  They  have  been  freely  translated  into 
other  languages,  and  command  the  respectful  attention  of  the  most 
vol.  lvii.— 9. 
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cultivated  students  in  his  field  of  science  at  home  and  abroad.  Id 
addition  to  essays  and  journal  contributions,  Professor  Lloyd  has 
written  a  text-book  on  Chemistry  that  has  run  through  eight  edi- 
tions, and  a  work  on  Elixirs  that  is  in  its  third  edition,  and  was  co- 
editor  with  Professor  King  in  the  last  revision  of  the  American  Die 
pensatory.  During  this  period  the  closest  attention  has  been  given 
his  laboratory  work,  new  processes  have  been  perfected,  experiment* 
in  pharmacy  and  chemistry  instituted,  and  business  cares  that  few 
persons  know  anything  about  are  constantly  about  him. 

Professor  Lloyd  has  been  active  in  the  work  of  pharmaceutical 
societies,  and  has  been  elected  to  the  highest  position  in  the  gift  of 
American  pharmacists,  that  of  President  of  the  American  Pharma- 
ceutical Association.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Papers 
and  Queries  of  that  Society  for  many  years,  and,  as  is  known  to 
our  readers,  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  our  societies,  both  State 
and  National,  and  has  devoted  much  time  to  the  various  revisions  of 
the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia.  For  twenty  years,  Professor 
Lloyd  has  held  the  Chair  of  Chemistry  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  In- 
stitute, and  during  much  of  that  time  was  professor  of  Pharmacy  in 
the  Cincinnati  College  of  Pharmacy. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  he  has  taken  an   active  part  in   public 
matters,  and  in  educational  affairs  generally.     He   has   concerned 
himself  in  detail  work  in  the  village  of  Norwood,  a  suburb  of  Cin- 
cinnati, where  he  resides,  being  chairman  of  the  Platting  Commission. 
We  have  mentioned  but  a  portion  of  his  public  duties,  and  have  not  en- 
croached on  his  private  cares,  in  which  family  and  neighborhood  duties 
have  not  been  neglected  or  evaded.     When  the  writer,  who  has  known 
Professor  Lloyd  intimately,  reverts  to  the  multitude  of  exacting  busi- 
ness and  scientific  cares  that  have  concerned  this  busy  life,  the  won- 
der   arises   as  to   how  he  could   have   taken   time   for  speculative 
reveries,  romantic  thoughts,  and  literary  studies.    Indeed,  the  sudden 
introduction  of  this  side  of  his  study  has  astonished  his  most  intimate 
friends;  but  since  the  appearance   of  Etidorhpa,  it  has  become 
known  that  not  only  is  Professor  Lloyd  concerned   in   such  liter- 
ature  as   this   book  embraces,  but  has  unpublished   manuscript  in 
purely  literary  lines,  in  which  descriptions  of  people  he  has  met  and 
localities  he  has  studied  are  blended   with  romance   very  different 
from  Etidorhpa,  and  as  unlike  an  ordinary  romance  as  Etidorhpa 
is  different  from  an  ordinary  novel.     But  we  have  said  enough  con- 
cerning the  author  of  this  strange  book,  which  has  given  its  creator 
greater  conspicuity  than  all  his  previous  works,  although  they  estab- 
lished his  name  in  all  countries  as  a  close  student,  an  original  inves- 
tigator, and  a  leader  in  pharmacy  and    pharmaceutical   chemistry. 
And  now  a  word  concerning  the  history  of  Etidorhpa,  or  at  least 
a  brief  record  of  this  mysterious  book. 
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The  History  of  Etidorhpa. — About  eighteen  months  ago,  the 
professional  and  personal  friends  of  Professor  Lloyd  were  surprised  to 
receive  a  beautiful  pamphlet,  announcing  that,  for  subscribers  only, 
he  would  print  a  copy  of  a  book,  entitled  "Etidorhpa  ;  or,  the  End 
op  Earth."  All  attempts  to  obtain  a  description  of  the  prospective 
work  proved  unavailing ;  no  subscriptions  were  solicited,  no  promises 
concerning  the  book  were  made.  Nearly  fifteen  hundred  subscrip- 
tions were  soon  received ;  for  the  substance  of  the  circular  of  an- 
nouncement was  noted  in  various  scieutific  journals,  whose  readers 
were  aware  that  Professor  Lloyd's  rule  is  to  give  more  than  he 
promises;  and  it  may  be  added  that  these  subscriptions  came  from 
all  civilized  countries. 

The  author's  edition  proved  to  be  a  magnificent  volume,  issued 
by  the  Methodist  Book  Concern,  Cincinnati,  and  at  ordinary  pub- 
lishers' prices  would  have  commanded  at  least  $6.00.  Every  page 
was  exquisitely  printed  on  enameled  paper,  and  the  artistic  illustra- 
tions were  beautiful  specimens  of  the  printer's  art.  Professor  Lloyd's 
.signature  is  attached  to  each  of  these  volumes,  and  copies  of  this 
elegant  work  are  now  much  sought.  At  once,  a  demand  arose  for  a 
;*>pular  edition  of  the  unique  work,  which  was  not  acceded  to  until 
the  pressure  became  so  great  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  Professor 
Lloyd,  in  self-defense,  to  acquiesce.  His  subscribers  complained 
bitterly  that  the  demand  of  borrowers  was  such  as  to  ruin  their 
hooks;  in  many  instances  they  were  stolen,  and  in  some  cases  the 
beautiful  plates  were  cut  out.  Finally,  a  popular  edition  was 
printed,  and  at  once  sold.  A  second  edition  was  taken  before  it 
could  be  bound,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  the  sales  have 
increased  instead  of  diminishing.  In  less  than  a  year,  seven  popular 
editions  of  Etidorhpa  have  been  sold  by  the  Publishers  in  Cincin- 
nati, and,  while  Professor  Lloyd  has  asserted  that  each  edition  would 
be  the  last,  the  fact  is,  that  no  person  can  predict  when  the  demand 
for  this  remarkable  book  will  end. 

The  reputation  of  the  book  is  spreading  far  and  wide.  Orders 
for  it  come  from  every  civilized  country ;  its  fame  is  creeping  from 
the  professional  field,  where  the  book  was  modestly  introduced,  into 
other  circles ;  thinking  people  read  and  talk  about  the  strange  produc- 
tion. Its  weird,  artistic  pictures ;  its  strange  blending  of  science,  art, 
and  literature ;  the  scientific  experiments,  new  to  science ;  the  bold 
theories,  several  of  which  have  since  been  verified ;  the  attack  on 
immorality  and  the  questioning  of  materialism ;  the  assertion  that  all 
that  is,  is  natural,  and  that  occult  phenomena  is  occult  only  because  of 
the  ignorance  of  mankind, — appeal  to  men  and  women  in  every  walk 
of- life.  Added  to  all  this,  there  is  a  beauty  of  language  that,  by 
reason  of  its  unconventionality  and  freedom  from  the  bondage  of  ex- 
acting literary  rules,  makes  the  sentences  fit  most  enticingly  into  the 
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spirit  of  the  work,  both  as  regards  the  exactitude  of  science  and  the 
extravagance  of  imagination. 

#   *   * 

The  following  letter  from  the  publishers  to  the  author,  kindly 
loaned  us  for  publication,  gives  the  position  Etidorhpa  holds  in  the 
book  world : 

Dear  Professor  Lloyd, — You  have  doubtless  received  so  many  letters 
of  commendation,  criticism,  inquiry,  etc.,  regarding  the  remarkable  "  Eti- 
dorhpa," that  you  would  gladly  escape  another  one  from  your  publishers. 
But  as  we  were  principally  responsible  f  r  the  book  being  offered  to  the 
public  for  sale,  and  overcame  your  misgivings  and  hesitancy  in  this  par- 
ticular, we  think  we  have  a  right  to  place  ourselves  on  record  as  having 
properly  gauged  its  literary  excellence,  and  the  reception  it  would  receive. 
We  have  resorted  to  no  sensational  or  clap-trap  methods  of  advertising  it, 
but  have  trusted  entirely  to  announcements,  whatever  criticisms  or  reviews 
the  leading  journals  might  accord  to  it,  and  to  the  missionary  work  of  the 
book  itself.  The  success  of  your  book,  in  this  year  of  great  business  de- 
pression, has  been  marvelous— six  editions  in  the  short  space  of  a  few 
months— while  the  buyers  seemed  to  be  about  equally  distributed  through- 
out the  country,  with  frequent  purchases  in  considerable  quantities  from 
abroad.  Yours  very  truly, 

[signed.]  The  RoBntr  Clarke  Company. 

October  20 \  1896. 

Professor  Lloyd  has  received  four  propositions  for  the  right  to 
translate  and  publish  the  book  in  Germany,  and  proposals  for  the 
Scandinavian,  French,  and  Spanish  languages.  The  only  contract 
granted  as  yet  has  been  that  for  France,  the  translation  into  French 
being  now  nearly  finished. 

Mrs.  Laura  I.  Aldrich,  of  Cincinnati,  has  prepared  a  lecture  on 
the  story  of  Etidorhpa,  the  same  being  illustrated  by  means  of 
stereopticon  views,  in  which  every  illustration  of  the  book  is  thrown 
upon  the  screen.  This  lecture  is  in  much  demand  for  literary  and 
Church  entertainments.  Mrs.  Aldrich  is  a  conspicuous  and  profes- 
sional elocutionist,  and  brings  out  forcibly  the  moral  and  temperance 
features  of  the  book,  dwelling  at  length  upon  the  description  of  the 
beautiful  Etidorhpa  and  the  land  of  love,  contrasting  therewith  that 
fearful  chapter  wherein  is  recorded  the  drunkard's  dream. 

Taking  it  altogether,  the  record  of  the  book  Etidorhpa  is  re- 
markable. Without  any  attempt  by  the  publishers  to  push  the  book 
into  conspicuity,  without  any  general  advertising  to  book-readers, 
edition  after  edition  has  been  run  off,  the  orders  coming  from  persons 
who  have  either  seen  the  book  or  have  been  advised  by  friends  to 
purchase  it. 

The  unique  and  striking  illustrations  by  J.  Augustus  Knapp,  the 
bold  thoughts  of  the  author,  the  beautiful  press-work  and  binding, 
make  Etidorhpa  a  book  admired  both  for  its  beauty  and  content*. 
The  name   Etidorhpa,   created  by   Professor  Lloyd,  has,  within   a 


ETIDORHPA. — A  REVIEW.  157 

year,  become  familiar  to  thousands  of  men,  women,  and  children. 
Many  are  the  complimentary  letters  received  by  the  author  from 
parent-*  who  have  given  the  name  Etidorhpa  to  a  baby  girl,  and 
many  are  the  Etidorhpa  literary  clubs  now  established  in  the 
country. 

Our  branch  of  the  medical  profession,  in  which  the  scientific  side 
of  the  life-work  of  Professor  Lloyd  has  been  so  intimately  connected, 
has  reason  to  feel  a  personal  pride  in  this  conspicuity  of  one  of  our 
members.  We  have  listened  to  twenty  years  of  lectures  from  the 
author  of  Etidorhpa  ;  we  have  heard  addresses  delivered  by  him  be- 
fore our  State  and  National  societies;  we  have  read  hundreds  of 
journal  communications  from  his  pen;  we  have  studied  his  chemistry, 
and  his  numberless  papers  on  drugs  and  medicines ;  we  have  known 
him  more  intimately  than  others,  outside  his  immediate  family;  and 
now,  when  an  audience  extending  over  the  entire  world  is  praising 
this  one  work,  Etidorhpa,  we  find  him  still  with  us,  one  of  us,  in- 
terested as  before  in  the  pharmacy  of  our  medicines. 

While  these  things  are  known,  however,  our  readers  will  never 
know  of  the  many  honors  that  have  been  extended  to  our  Professor 
Lloyd  and  declined  by  him  in  order  that  his  time  might  not  be  lost 
to  work.     These  personal  compliments  are  not  given  publicity. 

Id  the  following  pages  will  be  found  excerpts  from  others  who 
have  reviewed  Etidorhpa,  and  also  illustrations  from  its  pages. 
While  the  writer  feels  free  to  say  what  he  has  said  concerning  the 
author,  he  prefers  to  present  the  views  of  others  concerning  the  book 

in  detail. 

*    *    * 

Prof.  John.  Uri  JAoyd  and  His  Etidorhpa..    By  Ralcy  H.  Bell,  M.  D.,  in 
"  The  Magazine  of  Medicine." 

Great  souls  of  genius,  as  men  measure  that  ineffable  somewhat, 
have  blessed  the  earth  for  ages,  and  planted  the  tongue  of  song  into 
the  dumb  mouth  of  matter.  Professor  John  Uri  Lloyd's  wondrous 
book,  Etidorhpa,  has  done  more.  This  serene  and  modest  man  sits 
like  a  god,  and  surveys  the  starry  fields  with  amazing  ease.  He  has 
succeeded  better  than  any  man  I  know  in  projecting  finite  thought 
into  infinite  space.  He  marshals  scientific  facts  with  audacious  com- 
mand— astounding  precision ;  and  his  troops  of  fairies,  clad  in  flame 
of  fancy,  almost  dazzle  Reason,  but  never  threaten  her  throne.  In 
xhifi  splendid  book  he  has  encompassed  more  knowledge,  hit  more 
facts,  sounded  greater  depths,  and  cunningly  served  up  to  the  soul 
more  delicious  food  than  I  have  ever  encountered  before  in  the  same 
*paee  and  under  similar  conditions.  His  versatility  is  marvelous, 
and  be  has  given  to  his  speech  the  divine  stamp  which  only  genius 
strikes  upon  the  coin  of  thought.  He  invades  the  wonderland  of 
metaphysics  with  the  confidence  of  certain  knowledge  ;  mysteries  and 
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miracles,  to  his  master  mind,  are  but  as  mathematical  problems  to  be 

solved — unraveled,  to  simple  strands  of  natural  law.     He  is    a  hard 

student  and  a  careful  thinker.     When  the  present  century  has  parsed 

nto  history,  his  works  in  science  and  literature  will  live  on.       He  has 
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traveled  Eastward  in  search  of  that  which  was  lost,  and  has  recov- 
ered the  key  to  a  labyrinthian  world  where  Wisdom  waits  with  her 
Three  Great  Lights. 

Let  us,  then,  hurriedly  glance  through  Etidorhpa  ;  or,  the 
End  of  Earth. 

Beginning  with  the  preface,  he  says : 

*'  Books  are  as  tombstones  made  by  the  living  for  the  living,  but  des- 
tined soon  only  to  remind  us  of  the  dead.  The  preface,  like  an  epitapb, 
Heems  vainly  to  *  implore  the  passing  tribute '  of  a  moment's  interest.    .     .     • 

"  Ah !  this  antique  li- 
brary is  not  as  a  church 
irravey  ard ,  only  a  cemetery 
for  the  dead ;  it  is  also 
a  mansion  for  the  living. 
These  alcoves  are  tryst- 
ing-places  for  elemental 
shades.  Essences  of  dis- 
enthralled minds  meet 
here  and  revel.  Thoughts 
of  the  past  take  shape  and 
live  in  this  atmosphere— 
who  can  say  that  pulsa- 
tions  unperceived,  be- 
yond the  reach  of  physics 
or  of  chemistry,  are  not 
as  ethereal  mind-seeds 
which,  although  unseen, 
yet,  in  living  brain,  ex- 
posed to  such  an  atmos- 
phere as  this,  formulate 
••mbryotic  thought-ex- 
pressions destined  to  be- 
come energetic  intellect- 
ual forces?  1  hit  in  such 
a  wierd  library  and  med- 
itate. The  shades  of  grim 
authors  whisper  in  my 
ear,  skeleton    forms   op- 


SKELETON  FORMS  OPPOSE  MY  OWN. 


\*><e  my  own,  and  phantoms  possess  the  gloomy  alcoves  of  the  library 
I  am  building." 

In  Chapter  I,  "Never  Less  Alone  than  when  Alone,"  is 
graphically  pictured  the  meeting  of  Llewellyn  Drury  with  his  un- 
hidden guest,  the  mysterious  greybeard — I-Ara-the-Man.  Here  Pro- 
fessor Lloyd  does  more  than  descriptive  work:  he  strikes  the  heart- 
chord  of  a  living  philosophy,  and  fetches  clear  music  from  shadow- 
land.  As  if  by  magic,  he  opens  the  door  of  man's  duality  of  con- 
sciousness, and  between  lines  one  may  read  the  poem  of  existence : 

*'I  turned  instantly  towards  the  direction  of  the  sound,  and,  to  my 
amazement,  saw  a  white-haired  man ; seated  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
room,^2\ng  at  me  with  the  utmost  composure.     I  am  not  a  coward,  nor  a 
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Isdiever  in  ghosts  or  illusions,  ami  yet  that  S'jrht  frose  me  where  I  pUhhI. 
It  had  no  s  11  pe mat n nil  appearance  — on  the  contrary,  was  a  plain,  oniitiary, 
Hesh-and-hlood  man." 

"  A  Friendly  Conference  with  Professor  Chickerwo*" 
The  Professor  has  this  to  say  of  dreams : 

-  *  .  "In  iln-ama  time  may  not  exist:  periods  embracing  necks  or 
months  may  tie  reduced  to  an  instant.  Long  jour  ne  A  a,  hours  of  conrvnci- 
tion,  or  a  multitude  of  transactions,  may  be  compressed  into  a  leroi  meas- 
ured by  the  opening  or  closing  of  a  door,  ot  the  striking  of  a  clock.  In 
1  \ reams,  ordinary  standards  of  reason  rind  no  place,  while  ideas  or  event* 
chase  through  the  mind  more  rapidly  than  thought." 

11  Kidnapped"  is  a  curious  chapter;  there  it  is  that  judgment  i* 

pronounced : 

"  You  will  now  go  into  the  Valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death,  an<i  will 
learn  the  mysteries  of  Life." 

?  •  «,  *  And  I  was  eond acted  to  a  boat,  which  I  found  contained  a 
corpse — the  due  1  had  journeyed  with,  I  suppose—  and  embarking  «f  ***** 


THE  DEAD  MAN  WAS  THROWN  OVERBOARD. 

silently  rowed  to  the  middle  of  the  river,  our  course  being  diagonally  tram 
the  shore,  and  the  dead  tmin  was  thrown  over-hoard." 

And  it  is  in  this  chapter  that  I-Am-the-M.vn  is  made  to  *J  feel  the 
dismal  weight,  of  nothingness." 

Chapter  VIII,  "A  Lesson  in  Mind  Steady,"  is  one  of  the  beet 
brief  dissertations  on  that  subject  in  the  English  language.  And  *► 
on  through  the  book,  page  hy  page,  we  are  Iedt  eutranced  by  magic, 
1 4  c  h  ar  in  e  d  by  co  I  o  j's1  w  o  11  d  ro  u  s  ro  bes, "  co  n  fron  t  ed  by  se  i  e  nee  an  d 
lured  hv  mystery,  until  the  happy  hi  end  permeates  the  soul,  impell- 
ing it  to  seek  the  Great  Beyond. 

The  following  extracts  are  selected  at  random: 

"Man  IS  rift  very  uuipminimoiia.  Instead  of  giving  credit  to  the  low< t 
animals  for  mi  |  tenor  pere^pti  in  in  many  dirertions,  he  denies  them  the  con- 
scious possession  <d  power*  imperfectly  developed  in  mankind.  We  egotis- 
tically aim  to  mine  ourselves,  and  ■  l« ■  so  in  our  own  estimation  hv  clothing 
the  an i^ns  id  the  lower  animals  in  a  garment  of  irresponsibility.     Bccans< 
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we  can  not  understand  the  inwardness  of  their  power,  we  assert  that  they 
a«*t  by  the  influence  of  instinct.  The  term  instinct,  as  I  would  define  it,  is 
an  expression  applied  by  men  to  a  series  of  senses  which  man  possesses,  hut 
lias  not  developed.  ...  If  scholars  would  cease  to  devote  their  entire 
energies  to  the  development  of  the  material,  artistic,  or  scientific  part  of 
nnnlern  civilization,  and  turn  their  attention  to  other  forms  of  mental  cul- 
ture, many  beauties  and  powers  of  Nature  now  unknown  would  be  revealed." 

"a  zone  of  light  deep  within  the  earth." 

11  Misguided,  men  will  torture  science  by  refuting  facts  with  theories ; 
but  a  fact  is  no  lees'  a  fact  when  science  opposes." 


"There  is  consciousness  behind  consciousness;  there  are  grades  and 
depths  of  consciousness." 

Chapter  XVIII,  "The  Food  of  Man,"  overflows  with  the  poetry 
of  science ;  notice  this : 

"No!  matter  is  not  food,  but  a  carrier  of  food." 

"What  is  food?" 

"Sunshine.  The  grain  of  wheat  is  a  fool  by  virtue  of  the  sunshine 
fixed  within  it.  The  flesh  of  animals,  the  food  of  living  creatures,  are  sim- 
ply carriers  of  sunshine  energy.  Break  out  the  sunshine  and  you  destroy 
the  food,  although  the  material  remains.  The  growing  plant  locks  the  sun- 
shine in  its  cells,  and  the  living  animal  takes  it  out  again.  Hence  it  is  that 
after  the  sunshine  of  any  food  is  liberated  during  the  metamorphosis  of  the 
tissues  of  an  animal,  although  the  material  part  of  the  food  remains,  it  is  no 
longer  a  food,  but  becomes  a  poison.  .  .  .  And  locked  in  each  mole- 
cule of  water  there  is  a  mine  of  sunshine.  .  .  .  When  the  fire-wor- 
shipers kneeled  to  their  God,  the  sun,  they  worshiped  the  great  food 
reservoir  of  man.  When  they  drew  the  quivering  entrails  from  the  body  of 
a  sacrificed  victim,  they  gave  back  to  their  god  a  spark  of  sunshine— it  was 
due  sooner  or  later.  They  builded  well  in  thus  recognizing  the  source  of  all 
life,  and  yet  they  acted  badly ;  for  their  God  asked  no  premature  sacrifice — 
the  inevitable  must  soon  occur,  and  as  all  organic  life  comes  from  that  sun- 
god,  so  back  to  that  Creator  the  sun-spark  must  fly." 

Chapter  XX  is  devoted  largely  to  clever  experi mentation  in  re- 
futing a  phase  of  earthly  philosophy. 

The  great  difficulty  is  in  selecting  characteristic  portions  of  this 
peerless  narrative — it  is  all  characteristic,  which,  in  this  instance,  is 
but  another  way  of  saying  it  is  all  good. 

The  soliloquy  of  Prof.  Daniel  Vaughn,  in  Chapter  XXIV,  de- 
nerves  to  he  quoted  in  full,  but  space  forbids.  If  Etidorhpa  con- 
tained nothing  else,  it  would  still  be  worth  its  weight  in  gold  : 

"Art  thou,  Gravitation,  a  voice?  If  so,  there  must  be  something  far- 
ther out  in  those  fathomless  caverns,  beyond  mind  imaginings,  from  which 
thou  contest ;  for  how  could  nothingness  have  formulated  itself  into  a  voice  ? 
The  suns  and  the  universe  of  suns  about  us  may  be  only  vacant  points  in 
ilu*  depths  of  an  all-pervading  entity  in  which  even  thyself  dost  exist  as  a 
momentary  echo,  linked   to  substances  ponderous,  destined  to  fade  away 
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SOLILOQUY  OF  PROF.  DANIEL  VAUGHN. 

in  the  interstellar  expanse  outside,  where  disturbances  disappear,  and  matter 
and  gravitation  together  die ;  where  all  is  pure,  quiescent,  peaceful,  and 
dark.  .  .  .  Art  thou  now,  in  unperceived  force  expressions,  speaking  to 
dumb  humanity  of  other  universes  ;  of  suns  and  vortices  of  suns.     .     .     .  ?" 

The  strange  underground  guide  speaks  of  the  wonderful  : 
44  Have  you  not  learned  that  wonder  is  an  exemplification  of  ignorance? 
The  child  wonders  at  a  goblin  story,  the  savage  at  a  trinket,  the  man  of 
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FLOWERS  AND  STRUCTURES  BEAUTIFUL,  INSECTS 
GORGEOUS. 

science  at  an  unexplained  manifestation  of  a  previously  unperceived  natural 
law;  each  wonders  in  ignorance,  because  of  ignorance." 

To  my  mind,  one  of  the  most  fascinating  things  in  the  world  of 
letters  or  of  scientific  conjecture  is  Chapter  XXVI,  "  Motion  from 
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Inherent  Energy."  This  chapter  forcibly  captivates  me  because  it 
strengthens  and  elucidates  a  theory  I  have  long  held,  and  mentioned 
in  one  of  my  poems,  written  several  years  ago,  in  these  words: 

"  The  motion  of  things  moved  and  tfie  moved  things  of  eternal  motion— 
The  great  inscrutable  UmitUss  miracle  of  Uie  universe — 
The  universe  itself,  may  be.' 

In  this  chapter,  "Motion  from  Inherent  Energy,"  the  nether- 
world sage  is  made  to  say : 

"  Everywhere  there  exists  an  infinite  sea  of  motion  absolute.  Since  this 
pr'meval  entity  can  not  now  affect  matter,  as  matter  is  known  to  man,  man's 
sense  can  only  be  influenced  by  secondary  attributes  of  this  energy" 


A  BRAIN,  A  LIVING  BRAIN,  MY  OWN  BRAIN. 

Under  "Sleep,  Dreams,  Nightmare,"  this  dialogue  between 
guide  and  ward: 

"I  found  myself  on  land.    The  guide,  seated  at  my  side,  remarked: 
"  *  You  have  slept.' 

"  *  I  have  live* I  again,'  I  said  in  bitterness. 

"  *  You  have  not  lived  at  all  as  yet,'  he  replied;  '  life  is  a  dream,  usually 
it  is  an  unsatisfied  nightmare.'  " 

How  true  this  is  with  most  of  us! 

Time  and  space  forbid  scarce  more  than  bare  mention  of  yet  a  few 
remaining  chapters  of  this  most  magnificent  book. 

In  "Looking  Backward — The  Living  Brain,"  I-Am-the-Man 
uttered  never  truer  words  than : 

"Neither  thoughts  nor  things  can  be  invented;  both  must  be  evolved 
out  of  a  pre-existing  something  which  it  necessarily  resembles." 

And  so  we  journey  on  through  "A  Lesson  on  Volcanoes," 
and  further  refraction  of  light-producing  multiplicity  of  "primary" 
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colore,  "Matter  is  Retarded  Motion,"  "  I  Cease  to  Breathe 
ahd  yet  Live,"  "The  Drunkard's  Den,"  until  we  meet  "ETI- 
DORHPA," divine  and  sweet,  and  the  gates  of  heaven  ajar. 

"My  name  is  Etidorhpa.  In  me  you  behold  the  spirit  that  elevates 
man,  and  subdues  the  most  violent  of  passions.  In  history,  so  far  back  in 
the  dim  ages  as  to  be  known  now  as  legendary  mythology,  1  have,  ruled  and 
blessed  the  world.  Unclasp  my  power  over  man  and  beast,  and  while  dis- 
solves, the  charms  of  Paradise  will  perish.  I  know  no  master.  The  uni- 
verse bows  to  my  authority.  Stars  and  suns  enamored  pulsate  and  throb  in 
space  and  kiss  each  other  in  waves  of  light ;  atoms  cold  embrace  and  cling 
together;   structures  inanimate  affiliate  with  and  attract  inanimate  struc- 


AN  ENDLESS  VARIETY  OF  STONY  FIGURES. 

tores ;  bodies  dead  to  other  noble  passions  are  not  dead  to  love.  The  savage 
beast,  under  my  enchantment,  creeps  to  her  lair  and  gently  purrs  over  her 
offspring ;  even  man  becomes  less  violent,  and  sheathes  his  weapon  and 
smothers  his  hatred  as  I  soothe  his  passions  beside  the  loved  ones  in  the 
privacy  of  his  home. 

"  I  have  been  known  under  many  titles,  and  have  comforted  many  peo- 
ples. Strike  my  name  from  Time's  record,  and  the  lovely  daughters  of  Zeus 
and  Dione  would  disappear;  and  with  them  would  vanish  the  grace  and 
beauty  of  women;  the  sweet  conception  of  the  Froth  Child  of  the  Cyprus 
Sea  would  be  lost ;  Venus,  the  Goddess  of  Love,  would  have  n>  place  in 
song,  and  Love  herself,  the  holiest  conception  of  the  poet,  man's  superlative 
conception  of  Heaven's  most  precious  charms,  would  be  buried  with  the 
myrtle  and  the  rose.  My  name  is  Eiidorhpa;  interpret  it  rightly,  and  you 
have  what  has  been  to  humanity  the  essence  of  love,  the  mother  of  all  that 
ennobles.    He  who  loves  a  wife  worships  me ;  she,  who  in  turn  makes  a 
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home  happy,  is  typical  of  me.     I  am  Etidoihij»a,  the  beginning  and  end  of 
earth,     behold  in  me  the  antithesis  of  envv\  the  opposite  of  malice,  the 
enemy  of  sorrow,  the  mistress  of  life,  the  queen  of  immortal  bliss  " 
I  will  quote  no  more,  though  I  have  left  the  best  unsaid. 


DRINK. 

Would  that  every  physician  could  read  this  marvelous  book  and 
read  it  understanding^ !  New  worlds  would  open  up  to  him — worlds 
unknown,  but  real  as  life  and  sweet  as  love.  The  dawn  of  mental 
hospitality  would  break  upon  him — the  intellectual  climax  of  the 
soul. 
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REVIEWS  OF  ETIDORHPA. 

The  present  is  an  age  of  expectancy,  of  anticipation,  and  of  prophecy ; 
and  the  invention  or  discovery  orjproduction  that  occupies  the  attention  of 
the  busy  world,  as  it  rushes  on  its  self-observed  way,  far  more  than  the 
passing  nine-day's  wonder,  must  needs  be  something  great  indeed.  Such  a 
production  has  now  appeared  in  the  literary  world  in  the  form  of  the  vol- 
ume entitled  "  Etidorhpa;  or,  the  End  of  Earth ;"  the  very  title  of  which  is 
m>  striking  as  to  arrest  the  attention  at  once. 

A  most  remarkable  book.  .  .  .  Surpasses,  in  my  judgment,  any- 
thing that  has  been  written  by  the  elder  Dumas  or  Jules  Verne,  while  in 
moral  purpose  it  is  equal  to  Hugo  at  his  best.  ...  It  appeals  to  the 
thoughtful  scientist  no  less  than  to  the  lover  of  fascinating  romance. — B.  0. 
Flower,  Editor  of  'I  he  Arena,  Boston. 

If  a  line  statue  or  a  stately  cathedral  is  a  poem  in  marble,  a  master- 
piece of  the  printer's  art  may  be  called  a  poem  in  typography.  Such  is 
44  Etidorhpa."  In  its  paper,  composition,  presswork,  illustrations,  and  bind- 
ing, it  is  the  perfection  of  beauty.  While  there  is  nothing  gaudy  in  its 
outward  appearance,  there  is  throughout  a  display  of  good  taste. 

The  illustrations  were  drawn  and  engraved  expressly  for  this  work,  and 
consist  of  twenty-one  full-page,  half-tone  cuts,  and  over  thirty  half-page 
and  text  cuts,  besides  two  photogravures.  The  t>est  artistic  skill  was  em- 
ployed to  produce  them,  and  the  printing  was  carefully  attended  to,  s )  as 
to  recure  the  finest  effect. — Etidurhpa  as  a  Work  of  Art.  Prof.  8.  II .  Williams. 

We  are  disposed  to  think  "  Etidorhpa  "  the  most  unique,  original,  and 
suggestive  new  book  that  we  have  seen  in  this  the  last  decade  of  a  not  un- 
fruitful century. — John  Clark  Rid  path,  Ll.  I). 

11  My  Dear  Sir, — Let  me  thank  you  most  heartily  for  sending  me  the 
special  copy  of  your  wonderful  book  *  Etidorhpa/  which  I  shall  ever  value. 
I  may  say  that  when  by  chance  I  found  it  in  Cincinnati,  I  read  it  with  the 
greatest  interest  and  pleasure,  and  was  so  struck  by  it  that  I  have  sent 
«-opies  to  several  friends  of  mine  here  and  at  home.  I  hope  I  may  have 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  some  day,  either  here  or  in  London.  I  remain, 
sincerely  yours. — Letter  from  &ir  henry  Irving,  to  the  Author. 

41 20th  March,  1896." 

The  charm  of  adventure,  the  excitement  of  romance,  the  stimulating 
heat  of  controversy,  the  keen  pursuit  of  scientific  truth,  the  glow  of  moral 
enthusiasm,  are  all  found  in  its  pages.  .  .  .  The  direct  teaching  of  the 
book,  in  so  far  as  it  aims  to  influence  conduct,  is  always  lofty  and  pure.  .  .  . 
The  work  is  constructed  with  rare  ingenuity,  and  is  extremely  readable  and 
fascinating. — Prof.  W.  If.  VennUe. 

In  summing  up,  I  would  say  that  I  have  found  the  book  distinctly  stimu- 
lating. It  is  odd,  but  with  the  oddity  of  force.  It  has  passages  of  uncanny 
imagination,  but  they  excellently  evade  the  enormous  and  extravagant.  It 
i!*  a  book  that  by  its  title  and  by  such  features  as  strike  one  at  a  hurried 
glance  might  easily  repel.  Yet  it  is  a  book  that,  studied  carefully,  calls  for 
re-reading  and  deep  meditation.  Its  theories  are  capable  of  scientific 
<U*nionstration;  its  imaginings,  while  they  may  not  be  fact,  are  always  con- 
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sistent  with  it.  The  reader  who  lets  the  outside  repel  him,  errs  sadly.  Let 
him  read  it,  and  he  will  be  as  changed  in  his  position  towards  it,  as  ready  to 
convert  others  as  is  the  reviewer,  who  picked  it  up  with  foreboding,  and 
laid  it  down  with  the  sense  of  having  read  great  thoughts.— Herbert  Bato, 
in  the  Commercial  Gazrtte. 

It  rebukes  agnosticism,  and  yet  does  not  abuse  the  agnostic ;  scolds  fa- 
natical scientists  and  religionists,  and  yet  charms  their  votaries ;  elevates 
thought  to  a  dizzy  height  in  language-pictures  and  then  in  words  sublime, 
such  as  perhaps  has  never  been  done  before  so  vividly ;  contrasts  heaven 
and  hell  as  experienced  in  the  delirium  of  intemperance.  The  four  chap- 
ters on  the  drinks  of  man  and  the  drunkard  are  said  by  critics  to  equal  any 
word-picture  in  the  English  language.  It  presents  new  science  facts,  dis- 
ports on  eternity,  instinct  and  force,  and  proves  that  matter  is  a  delusion 
and  that  food  is  not  material.  Occultism,  mysticism,  and  alchemy  are 
blended  with  pen-pictures  of  the  strange  and  beautiful  in  a  way  that  has 
not  heretofore  been  accomplished  by  any  writer.  The  work  is  richly  illus- 
trated, and  is  creating  a  sensation  in  literary  circles,  receiving  reviews  of 
columns  in  papers  that  scarcely  notice  other  books. — People's  Heme  Journal. 

It  is  as  fascinating  as  the  richest  romance  by  Dumas,  and  mysterious 
and  awe  inspiring  as  the  wild  flights  of  Verne. — Time*-St<ir,  Cincinnati. 

We  have  read  it  with  absorbed  interest,  the  vividly-depicted  scenes  of 
each  stage  in  the  miraculous  journey  forming  a  theme  which  enthralls  the 
reader  till  the  last  pnge  is  turned." — The  British  and  Colonial  Druggist,  Lon- 
don, England. 

It  is  a  scientific  fiction,  with  b  Id  theories,  interest' ng  and  ingenious  spec- 
ulations in  regard  to  the  inside  of  the  world  and  our  relations  to  it.— Popu- 
lar Science  News,  New  York. 

It  is  a  fascinating  novel  to  the  unlearned,  a  food  of  thought  to  the 
chemist,  a  subject  of  discussion  to  the  philosopher,  a  stumbling-block  to  the 
atheist,  a  help  to  faith,  a  guide  to  honest  investigation.  .  .  .  In  the 
lines,  it  is  the  most  characteristic  book  of  the  century ;  between  the  lines,  it 
may  rank  with  Basil  Valentine  and  Albert  Pike.  Scott,  Byron,  Coleridge, 
Shelley,  Keats,  and  Tennyson,  have  played  like  sunbeams  on  the  waters  of 
our  century— this  book  will  be  the  nest-egg  for  the  next.  .  .  .—Judge 
T.  Soule  Smith,  in  The  New  Bohemvm,  Cincinnati. 
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FRACTURES  OF   THE    CLAVICLE. 

The  most  common  cause  of  fracture  of  the  clavicle  is  indirect  vio- 
lence due  to  falls  upon  the  shoulder,  elbow  or  hand.  The  force  has 
a  tendency  to  exaggerate  the  curves  of  the  twisted  and  curved  clavicle 
which  gives  way  when  the  strain  on  its  fibers  is  great  It  is  said  by 
some  writers  that  the  clavicle  is  occasionally  fractured  by  being  bent 
across  the  first  rib.  The  most  frequent  site  of  fracture  is  the  outer 
part  of  the  middle  third,  and  the  line  of  fracture  is  apt  to  be  obliqua 
The  bone  at  this  point  has  quite  a  small  diameter.  Green-stick  frac- 
tures are  not  infrequently  met  with  in  children  and  transverse  frac- 
tures are  not  very  unusual.  In  the  latter  the  periosteum  is  often  but 
slightly  torn  and  the  deformity  is  not  great  The  diagnosis  is  some- 
times hardly  certain,  until,  after  a  lapse  of  a  few  days,  the  deformity 
is  evident  from  the  callus. 

In  the  usual  fracture  near  the  middle  of  the  bone  the  outer  end  of 
the  sternal  fragment  is  tilted  upward  while  the  inner  end  of  the  acro- 
mial fragment  is  displaced  inwards,  forwards  and  downwards.  The 
contraction  of  the  sterno-inastoid  muscle  causes  the  inner  fragment  to 
be  pulled  upwards,  and  this  tendency  is  probably  increased  by  the 
inner  end  of  the  outer  fragment  being  thrust  under  the  inner  frag- 
ment and  thereby  lifting  it 

The  displacement  of  the  acromial  fragment  is  caused  partly  by  the 
weight  of  the  arm  and  partly  by  the  action  of  the  serratus  magnus  and 
pectoralis  minor  muscles,  which  rotate  the  scapula  forward  around  the 
back  and  side  of  the  chest,  so  as  to  depress  the  acromion  and  carry 
this  projection  toward  the  middle  line  of  the  trunk  in  front  The 
shortening  of  the  clavicle  in  very  oblique  fractures  in  which  there  is 
over-riding  may  amount  to  two  inches. 

Fractures  also  occur  in  the  outer  third  of  the  clavicle  and  near  the 
inner  end  of  the  bone.  The  injur}'  towards  the  inner  end  of  the  bone 
is  quite  rare. 

It  may  be  difficult  to  obtain  crepitus  in  clavicular  fractures,  unless 
the  shoulder  is  drawn  outwards  and  backwards.  This  brings  the 
overlapping  fragments  into  a  position  which  permits  their  roughened 
surfaces  to  be  rubbed  together.  The  patient  is  unable  to  move  the 
arm  freely  because  of  the  pain,  and  is  very  apt  to  support  the  arm  by 
putting  the  other  hand  under  the  elbow. 

Union  takes  place  promptly  in  about  three  weeks.  There  is  usually 
some  persistent  deformity  in  oblique  fractures  because  of  the  difficulty 
of  maintaining  correct  apposition.  The  distortion,  however,  does  not 
interfere  with  the  movements  of  the  arm,  and  is  comparatively  of  little 
importance  except  in  women. 

The  difficulty  of  getting  exact  apposition  of  the  fragment  makes  it 
sometimes  wise  not  to  be  too  earnest  in  endeavoring  to  straighten  a 
green-stick  fracture  in  children,  since  a  moderate  degree  of  deformity 
will  perhaps  be  overcome  by  the  growth  of  the  child.      Over-zealous 
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attempts  at  straightening  may  cause  a  greater  degree  of  deformity  by 
separating  the  fragments.  If  the  deformity  is  great,  however,  a  mod- 
erate degree  of  pressure  is  proper  to  overcome  some  of  the  displace- 
ment. 

In  complete  fractures  the  fragments  are  brought  into  position  by  tak- 
ing hold  of  the  scapula  and  drawing  it  around  the  chest  towards  the 
spinal  column  and  pressing  its  lower  angle  against  the  ribs.  This 
manipulation,  combined  with  elevation  of  the  elbow  and  drawing  back- 
ward of  the  arm,  brings  the  acromion  and  head  of  the  humerus  out- 
ward and  backward,  and  makes  extension  in  the  line  of  the  clavicle  so 
as  to  overcome  the  overlapping  of  the  fragments.  Pressure  with  the 
fingers  at  the  seat  of  the  fracture  will  aid  in  correcting  the  displace- 
ment 

If  the  patient  is  very  anxious  to  have  the  best  possible  result,  he 
should  be  confined  to  bed  during  the  early  part  of  the  treatment  He 
should  be  kept  lying  on  his  back  on  a  firm  mattress  with  his  head 
bent  a  little  forward  to  relax  the  sterno-mastoid  muscle,  and  the  in- 
jured arm  laid  upon  the  chest  with  the  elbow  close  to  the  side.  This 
posture  holds  the  scapula  in  place  and  prevents  its  slipping  forwards 
towards  the  side  of  the  chest 

If  the  clavicle  still  shows  overlapping  at  the  seat  of  fracture,  a  small 
bag  of  sand  may  be  laid  upon  the  point  of  the  shoulder.  This  holds 
the  acromion  and  outer  end  of  the  clavicle  backward.  If  the  patient 
is  kept  in  this  position  for  about  ten  days,  sufficient  union  will  have 
occurred  to  make  it  probable  that  he  can  be  treated  as  a  walking  pa- 
tient without  much  tendency  to  reproduction  of  the  deformity. 

When  it  is  determined  not  to  put  the  patient  to  bed  because  the 
displacement  is  not  great,  or  the  patient  not  particularly  averse  to  a 
little  deformity,  the  treatment  may  be  conducted  while  the  patient  is 
walking  about. 

The  ambulent  treatment  consists  in  reducing  the  fracture  and  plac- 
ing a  pad  over  the  scapula  just  below  its  spine,  and  fastening  this  to 
the  chest  by  broad  bands  of  adhesive  plaster  carried  about  two-thirds 
around  the  body.  The  injured  arm  is  then  carried  in  a  sling  with  the 
hand  upon  or  near  the  opposite  shoulder.  The  adhesive  plaster  dress- 
ing advocated  by  Sayre,  may  be  used,  after  the  application  of  the  pad 
on  the  scapula,  or  without  it 

Say  re's  apparatus  consists  of  two  long  strips  of  adhesive  plaster,  about 
three  inches  wide.  The  strips  should  be  about  two  yards  long  for  a 
person  with  a  large  chest,  somewhat  less  than  this  for  smaller  patients. 
A  large  loop  is  made  at  the  end  of  one  strip  with  the  muslin  side  of 
the  plaster  turned  inward.  The  loop  is  easily  made  by  pins  or  stitches. 
The  arm  of  the  injured  side  is  slipped  through  this  loop,  which  must 
be  large  enough  to  make  no  special  constriction  upon  the  tissues.  It 
is  applied  to  the  arm  a  little  below  the  axilla.  It  is  only  used  for  the 
purpose  of  pulling  the  arm  backward.  By  this  loop  the  arm  and 
elbow  is  drawn  well  backward,  and  the  free  end  of  the  plaster  carried 
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around  the  chest  from  the  back  to  the  front,  thus  drawing  the  injured 
arm  backward  and  maintaining  it  in  that  position.  The  elbow  is  then 
bent  and  laid  across  the  chest  with  the  elbow  drawn  as  far  forward  as 
the  loop  of  the  plaster,  previously  applied  to  the  upper  arm,  will  per- 
mit   The  middle  of  the  second  strip  is  then  applied  to  the  elbow. 

One  end  of  the  plaster  is  carried  along  the  forearm  and  up  to  the 
opposite  shoulder.  This  supports  the  arm  so  that  the  hand  is  very 
nearly  upon  the  opposite  clavicle.  The  other  end  of  the  same  strip  of 
plaster  is  drawn  across  the  back  to  which  it  adheres.  It  is  usually 
wise  to  split  the  plaster  where  it  passes  under  the  olecranon,  in  order 
to  avoid  making  a  bed-sore  by  pressure.  This  second  strip  of  plaster 
acts  as  a  sort  of  sling,  and  holds  the  arm  and  forearm  upward.  By 
keeping  the  elbow  forward,  it  tends  to  throw  the  upper  end  of  the  hu- 
merus with  the  attached  scapula  and  outer  fragment  of  the  clavicle 
outward  and  backward.  Over  this  dressing  a  roller  bandage  may  be 
applied  in  order  to  prevent  the  plaster  slipping.  This,  however,  is 
not  necessary  if  the  strips  of  plaster  are  well  applied,  and  the  weather 
not  sufficiently  warm  to  allow  the  adhesive  plaster  to  melt 

If  the  patient  is  uncomfortable  because  of  the  confinement  of  the 
hand  against  the  front  of  the  chest,  it  is  possible  to  so  apply  the  plas- 
ter along  the  ulnar  border  that  the  fingers  and  most  of  the  hand  will 
be  free.  The  fingers  can  then  be  washed  and  kept  more  comfortable 
than  if  contact  with  the  chest  is  maintained.  In  the  latter  event,  the 
perspiration  under  the  hand  often  makes  the  patient  uncomfortable! 
and  gives  rise  to  an  unpleasant  odor. 

The  hair  upon  the  chest  should  be  shaved  before  the  adhesive  plas- 
ter is  applied,  as  in  all  cases  where  this  method  of  dressing  is  applied 
for  the  treatment  of  fractures. 

It  occasionally  is  well  to  make  a  compress  out  of  several  thicknesses 
of  lint  or  muslin,  and  apply  at  the  seat  of  fracture,  in  order  to  hold 
the  fragments  steady  at  that  point  The  best  way  to  keep  this  from 
slipping  is  to  cover  the  compress  with  adhesive  plaster,  with  its  adhe- 
sive surface  externally.  The  adhesive  pad  so  made  is  then  laid  upon 
the  skin  over  the  point  of  fracture  and  a  strip  of  adhesive  plaster  car- 
ried across  it  from  back  to  front  to  make  it  secure.  The  adhesive 
surface  on  the  outer  aspect  of  the  pad  prevents  its  slipping. 

In  children,  such  a  dressing  may  be  improved  and  kept  steady  by 
stiffening  the  bandage,  which  is  put  over  the  adhesive  plaster  with 
plaster  of  Paris  or  sodium  silicate.  No  pad  is  needed  in  the  axilla 
for  the  purpose  of  prying  out  the  shoulder.  A  small  pad  is  some- 
times comfortable,  and  desirable  to  fill  up  the  hollow  of  the  axilla, 
but  a  large  wedge-shaped  pad  should  never  be  employed.  This  was 
formerly  a  mode  of  treatment  much  employed,  but  is  unnecessary 
and  often  undesirable,  because  of  the  pressure  it  makes  upon  the 
nerves  in  the  axilla  and  the  discomfort  it  gives  the  patient— John  B. 
Roberts,  11  D.  in  Phila.  Polyclinic. 
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RATIONAL  THERAPEUTICS. 

It  is  a  patent  fact, of  which  all  regular  physicians  are  painfully 
aware,  that  Homoeopathy  and  Eclecticism  have  strong  attractions  for 
the  laity,  especially, — and  this  makes  it  the  more  painful,  to  that  por- 
tion of  it  that  furnishes  to  the  average  practitioner  the  greater  part  of 
his  financial  support  and  social  enjoyment., — the  people,  in  other 
words,  who  are  worth  having  for  patients. 

And  these  people  are  not  to  be  blamed  for  their  preference,  since 
they,  like  ourselves,  are  constantly  trying  in  all  ways  to  avoid  the 
various  disagreeables  of  life ;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  in  the 
vast  majority  of  cases,  a  consideration  of  the  fundamental  principles 
of  the  school  he  represents  does  not  enter  into  the  question  of  choice 
of  a  physician,  so  much  as  chance,  personality  and  therapeutic  meth- 
ods, is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  these  men  retain  a  hold  that  is  mar- 
velous, considering  the  inefficacy  of  their  therapeutics?  They  have 
learned  one  thing  welL  the  curative  power  of  nature,  and  how  to  rely 
upon  it  How  may  we  profit  by  the  lesson  thus  taught  us?  How 
may  we  check  these  defections  over  to  the  enemjr  of  our  choicest  cli- 
entelage?  By  eliminating  from  our  therapeutic  methods  what  is  dis- 
agreeable, unnecessary  and  faulty,  especially  in  the  treatment  of  acute 
disease.     In  other  words,  practice  rational  therapeutics. 

It  is  not  rational  practice  to  give  a  patient  rile  compounds,  if  the 
same  therapeutic  effect  can  be  obtained  by  giving  its  act  ire  principle 
in  minute  dose  and  tasteless  form.  It  is  a  fatal  mistake  in  the  light 
of  our  present  knowledge.  Ft  is  not  rational  therapeutics  to  give 
massive  doses  when  we  now  ktww  that  the  small  dose  frequently  re- 
peated until  the  desired  effect  is  obtained,  then  given  often  enough 
to  maintain  the  effect,  is  more  safe,  more  pleasant,  more  effective. 
Finally,  it  is  not  rational  therapeutics  to  allow  prejudice  to  prevent 
us  from  using  what  is  good  in  any  method  of  treatment  of  disease 
under  the  canopy  of  Heaven,  that  will  cure  our  patients  most  speefl- 
ily ,  pleasantly,  and  with  a  minimum  of  peril  from  drugs.* — Char- 
lotte Med.  Jour. 
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Were  it  possible  to  again  call  to  earth,  clothed  in  the  flesh,  the 
majestic  forms  of  Hippocrates,  Celsus,  Galen,  and  others,  around 
whom  as  diciples  the  students  clustered  with  awed  countenances  and 
bated  breath,  to  catch  the  words  of  wisdom  flowing  from  their  lips, 
the  very  incarnation  to  them  of  earthly  dignity,  and  in  their  appear* 
ance  in  public  regarded  as  half  human,  half  divine,  aud  place  them 
side  by  side  in  comparison  with  the  words  of  great  medical  leaders  of 
to-day,  in  point  of  dignity,  viewed  in  the  light  of  externals  only,  the 
ancients  would  profit  by  the  comparison.     More  deference  and  consid- 

*  Italics  ours.— (Editor.) 
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eratiuii  was  shown  them  in  their  day,  more  honor  attached  to  their 
position  in  the  social  scale,  and,  what  was  true  of  the  leaders  was  also 
true  in  degree,  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  profession  then  as  now. 

If  we  seek  to  catch  the  essence,  as  it  were,  of  the  inspiration  that 
seemed  to  permeate  their  beings  and  mirror  itself  in  their  demeanor, 
we  will  find  it  a  reflection  of  the  civilization  of  the  times,  and  not  a 
greater  learning.  What  more  dignified  peoples,  for  instance,  ever 
inhabited  the  earth  than  the  ancient  Romans  and  Greeks.  Dignity 
in  them  was  a  carefully  cultivated  product  of  conquest  or  militarism, 
and  hereic  mythology  with  which  all  the  people  were  imbued. 

The  conditions  surrounding  our  people,  on  the  contrary,  are  almost 
diametrically  opposite.  Instead  of  militarism,  which  brings  to  the 
surface  the  combative,  egotistic,  haughty,  and  tyrannical  elements  in 
our  nature,  we,  under  the  leveling  influence  of  the  great  idea  of  the 
"Brotherhood  of  Man,'7  are  rapidly,  though  almost  unconsciously, 
narrowing  the  gulf  between  us  and  the  laity.  We  are  cultivating 
humbleness  of  spirit  instead  of  egotism,  pride,  and  tyranny ;  we  are  in 
fact,  as  well  as  in  demeanor,  the  servants  of  the  people,  and  they, 
recognizing  the  situation,  are  accepting  the  sacrifice  at  our  hands,  and 
are  regarding  and  treating  us  as  such. 

Xo  one  will  deny  that  we  are  often  treated  shamefully,  shamefully! 
Why?  Because,  absolutely  from  lack  of  respect  for  us,  for  which  we 
ourselves  are  partly  to  blame,  and  from  competition,  the  great  leveler 
in  oar  case.  Preserve  your  dignity  as  professional  men,  and  formu- 
late a  new  Hippocratic  oath  for  the  novitiate,  that  codes  may  no  more 
disturb  our  peace. — Charlotte  Med.  Jour. 


Maxillary  Ankylosis. 

Rochet  describes  three  cases  in  which  he  has  operated  with  suc- 
cess for  temporo-maxillary  ankylosis.  His  plan  is  to  expose  the  neck 
of  the  inferior  maxilla,  from  which  he  removes  a  wedge-shaped  piece. 
Slips  of  the  masseter  muscle — one  in  front  and  one  behind — are  inter- 
posed between  the  resected  edges  of  bone,  and  sutured  to  the  internal 
pterygoid  muscla  These  prevent  bony  union  from  taking  place. 
A  similar  operation  was  proposed  by  Helfinch,  who  proposed  the  re- 
section of  the  ankylosed  head  of  the  inferior  maxilla.  Rochet  consi- 
ders this  unnecessary,  and  as  it  is  more  tedious  than  the  resection  of 
the  neck  of  the  maxilla  as  performed  by  him,  and  besides  exposes  the 
facial  nerve  to  danger  of  injury,  he  leaves  the  head  of  the  bone  in  po- 
sition, trusting  to  its  future  absorption  and  the  establishment  of  a 
good  working  joint — Arch.  prov.  de  Chir. 


RhtsTox.  and  Phytolacca  in  Panophthalmitis. — The  symptoms 
are  more  intense,  pain  more  severe,  and  inflammation  more  active  un- 
der rhus  than  under  Phytolacca.  The  lids  are  also  oedematously  swollen 
and  lachrymation  profuse  in  rhus,  while  they  are  hard,  bluish-red  and 
swollen  in  phytolacca. — Horn.  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Joitr. 
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OBSTETRIC    ACCIDENTS -To  the  Child. 

IX. — Hydrocephalus — Any  condition  of  the  foetus  that  tends  to 
increase  its  bulk,  may,  as  a  consequence,  present  an  obstacle  to  labor. 
One  of  such  causes,  frequently  rendering  labor  difficult  is  hydroceph- 
alua  Hydrocephalus  is  a  term  meaning  water  within  the  cranium, 
A  collection  of  serous  fluid  confined  to  the  cerebral  ventricles,  or  at 
some  point  within  the  brain  substance,  is  denned  internal  hydroceph- 
alus, in  contradistinction  to  the  condition  in  which  the  effusion  is 
found  external  to  the  brain,  frequently  within  the  meninges,  and  rec- 
ognized as  external  hydrocephalus.  Hydrocephalus  may,  in  some 
instances,  become  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  delivery.  Usually, 
however,  the  extent  of  the  hindrance  to  delivery  will  depend  on  the 
amount  of  fluid  present,  the  size  of  the  head,  aud  the  relation  its 
diameters  sustain  to  those  of  the  pelvis. 

The  cause  of  this  trouble  is  not  definitely  known.  It  appears  to  be 
frequently  associated  with  maternal  ill  health.  Again,  it  has  been 
looked  upon  as  a  dropsical  effusion,  probably  dependent  on  cerebral 
meningitis.  Spina  bifida  is  frequently  coexistent  with  it  It  is 
claimed  by  some  to  be  a  condition  invariably  associated  with  cretin- 
ism, or  a  state  of  idiocy.  This  is  too  broad  a  statement,  however,  and 
we  believe  is  not  sustained  by  the  experience  or  observation  of  the 
majority  of  physicians. 

The  diagnosis  of  hydrocephalus  is  not  difficult  It  may  be  sus- 
pected in  labor,  and  readily  recognized  at  the  beginning  of  the  second 
stage  by  a  careful  digital  examination.  The  head  will  remain  high, 
the  membranes  will  be  found  pouching,  and  the  pains  irregular  dur- 
ing the  first  stage,  all  of  which  are  indications  of  a  preternatural 
condition.  After  the  os  is  fully  dilated  and  the  membranes  have  rup- 
tured, the  finger  will  come  in  contact  with  the  abnormally  developed 
head,  which  seemingly  covers  every  part  of  the  superior  strait  and  will 
not  engage.  The  increased  width  of  the  sutures,  together  with  the 
unusual  size  of  the  fontanelles,  with  fluctuation,  and  a  condition  of 
softness  of  the  bones,  renders  the  diagnosis  positive. 
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In  breech  presentations  the  diagnosis  is  more  difficult,  and  can  not 
be  determined  until  after  the  delivery  of  the  body  and  the  engage- 
ment of  the  after-coming  head  within  the  pelvic  straits.  The  progno- 
sis for  the  child  is  rather  unfavorable,  the  mortality  reaching  eighty 
percent  while  the  maternal  mortality  is  about  eighteen  per  cent 
The  dangers  to  the  mother  are  from  hemorrhage,  rupture  of  the  ute- 
rus, lacerations  of  the  cervix  and  perineum,  as  well  as  sepsis. 

The  treatment,  in  these  cases,  will  depend  largely  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  the  mother  and  the  extent  of  the  head  development  In  some 
instances  delivery  will  occur  naturally,  the  head  accommodating  itself 
to  the  pelvic  dimensions,  while  the  lateral  diameters  are  being  re- 
duced at  the  expense  of  the  occipitomental,  which,  with  normal  flex- 
ion, continues  in  the  pelvic  axis  or  outlet  Usually,  however,  while 
the  contractions  are  remarkably  strong,  vigorous,  and  expulsive,  they 
will  prove  wholly  inadequate  to  the  delivery  of  the  greatly  increased 
head,  consequently,  in  most  cases,  artificial  assistance  will  be  called 
for.  The  forceps  should  be  tried,  by  means  of  which  sufficient  com- 
pression can  often  be  made  to  deliver  the  child  living,  and  without 
injury  to  the  mother,  after  which,  with  judicious  treatment  and  care, 
the  trouble  may  be  overcome  and  the  child  restored  to  a  normal  con- 
dition. In  the  event  that  the  development  is  of  such  proportions  as 
to  necessitate  additional  interference,  the  fluid  may  be  drawn  off  by 
puncturing  through  a  fontanel  or  suture,  exercising  care,  at  the  same 
time,  not  to  disturb  the  brain  contents,  after  which  the  forceps  can  be 
used,  or,  as  is  frequently  suggested  by  recent  authors,  the  delivery 
may  be  hastened  and  the  child's  life  spared,  in  the  event  that  it  is 
threatened,  by  podalic  version. 

In  case  the  breech  presents,  and  natural  delivery  is  impossible  or 
extremely  difficult,  or  to  prevent  serious  consequences  to  the  mother, 
the  fluid  may  be.  evacuated  by  perforating  into  the  spinal  canal, 
through  which  a  hard-rubber  catheter  may  be  passed  ;  or  it  may  be 
reached  and  drained  off  by  perforating  through  the  foramen  magnum. 
In  case  the  child  is  viable,  one  should  be  guarded  in  using  the  perfo- 
rator, or  in  the  application  of  any  form  of  treatment,  the  mother's  con- 
dition being  favorable,  to  protect  its  life  in  the  delivery,  in  the  hope 
that  it  may  be  sustained  and  reared  by  subsequent  care  and  attention. 

r.  c.  w. 

THE   ORIENTAL    PLAQUE. 

The  disastrous  scourge  that  is  now  devastating  the  Orient,  fur- 
nishes to  the  world  another  object  lesson  in  cleanliness.  So  great  is 
the  terror  in  the  thickly  populated  parts  of  India,  that  from  Bombay 
alone  800,000  of  the  inhabitants  are  reported  to  have  fled  into  the 
country  districts.  Fears  are  entertained  that  it  may  take  its  course- 
westward,  as  have  other  pestilences,  notwithstanding  the  report  of  a 
year's  investigation  by  a  committee  who  decided  that  it  is  not  trans- 
mitted by  merchandise.     That  it  may  girdle  the  earth,  as  has  cholera, 
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la  grippe,  smallpox,  yellow  fever,  and  other  pestilences  born  of  filth, 
is  given  color  from  the  fact  that  two  well  authenticated  cases  have 
occurred  in  London,  and  two  Chinese  stokers  on  board  a  Pacific  liner 
were  attacked  en  route  to  San  Francisco,  died,  and  were  buried  at  sea. 

That  this  disease  is  identical  with  the  pestis,  or  pestilentia,  the 
black  death,  the  bubonic  plague,  once  so  deadly  in  its  ravages  in 
Europe,  there  can  be  no  doubt  It  has  existed  in  China  and  Egypt 
for  centuries.  When  in  the  seventeenth  century  it  swept  with  fearful 
vengeance  over  continental  Europe,  it  passed  over  the  waters  and  de- 
stroyed 100,000  of  the  English,  and  Marseilles  was  almost  depopu- 
lated. While  more  or  less  present  in  China  at  all  times,  where  it  is 
endemic,  it  occasionally  takes  on  an  epidemic  form,  and  spreads  with 
frightful  rapidity  westward,  devastating  whole  countries  and  popula- 
tions, and  is  dreaded  by  the  unhygienic  and  superstitious  as  an  angry 
visitation  of  invisible  gods. 

It  is  asserted  that  in  Canton,  from  which  the  plague  has  had  its 
recent  start,  all  the  excreta  of  man  and  animals,  and  decaying  vege- 
tation, are  thrown  into  an  immense  ditch,  which  encircles  a  portion  of 
the  city.  Here  the  seething,  rotten,  blistering,  festering  mass  exposes 
the  whole  town  to  what  is  justly  deemed  to  be  the  fruitful  cause  of  the 
plague.  Added  to  this  is  the  moist,  hot  atmosphere  of  that  country, 
the  low,  ill-ventilated,  and  crowded  dwellings,  scanty  and  unwhole- 
same  food,  moral  degradation,  and  physical  degeneracy,  and  a  total 
hygienic  depravity  and  neglect*  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  a  pestilence, 
with  its  gaunt  companion,  famine,  stalks  abroad  in  the  land. 

The  plague  is  an  epidemic,  contagious  fever,  characterized  by  cuta- 
neous eruptions,    particularly  carbuncles  and   buboes.      Enormous 
hordes  of  rats  seem  to  be  destroyed  by  the  malady  first ;  then  man  is 
attacked.     The  onset  is  sudden,  and  the  succeeding  stages  follow  very 
rapidly — so  quickly  that  he  who  is  well  in  the  morning  may  be  a 
corpse  on  the  morning  following.     The  chill,  which  is  the  first  symp- 
tom, is  quickly  followed  by  mental  disturbances,  and  an  acute  phase 
of  extreme  nervousness  and  delirium,  and  the  temperature  may  course 
as  high  as  107°  F.     In  their  delirium  the  victims  reel  and  stagger,  or 
wander  aimlessly  about.     Intense  abdominal  pain,  with  headache, 
burning  thirst,  and  a  viscid  perspiration,  succeed.     It  is  at  this  stage 
that  the  characteristic  ovoid  swellings  (buboes)  in  the  armpits  and 
groins  (and  occasionally  in  the  neck),  make  their  appearance,  and 
darting  pains  throughout  the  body  add  to  the  torture  of  the  victim. 
When  death  is  about  to  take  place,  "the  token,"  as  it  was  formerly 
called  by  the  superstitious,  appears,    being  dark  spots  followed    by 
gangrenous  blebs,  and  dissolution  speedily  ensues.     The  malady  may 
run  its  course  so  rapidly  that  the  glandular  swellings  may  never  have 
a  chance  to  develop. 

Such  is  a  brief  notice  of  this  pestilence,  born  of  dirt  and  rot  Surely 
it  is  a  warning  to  the  western  world  to  adopt  even  more  stringent  san- 
itary measures  than  we  possess  to-day.     As  a  few  years  ago  it  was 
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found  that  by  renovating  one  of  our  most  populous  southern  cities,  a 
terrible  pestilence,  which  had  repeatedly  visited  it,  could  be  wiped 
away,  so  it  is  with  this  menacing  disease,  it  can  not  obtain  a  foothold 
where  filth  has  given  way  to  cleanliness.  h.  w.  p. 


THE    INDICATED    REMEDY. 

There  is,  perhaps,  more  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  meaning 
of  specific  medication,  than  any  other  subject  in  medicine. 

There  are  some  who  are  firm  believers  in  organo-therapy,  and  claim 
that  any  or  all  agents  that  have  a  special  affinity  for  definite  organs, 
are  the  ones  to  be  used  for  disease  of  said  organs,  and  are  then  specific. 
If  the  liver  Ls  the  offending  organ,  then  podophyllin,  leptandrin,  chi- 
onanthus,  chelidonium,  hydrastis,  carduus  cincus,  or  any  other  rem- 
edy that  has  a  special  affinity  for  this  organ,  should  be  employed. 
If  the  disease  is  of  the  kidney,  then  apis,  sweet  spirits  of  nitre,  etc., 
according  as  the  remedy  has  an  affinity  fer  this  organ.  In  their  selec- 
tion of  remedies  for  any  diseased  condition,  their  first  thought  is  for 
the  agent  organ  remedy. 

Others,  recognizing  the  efficiency  of  certain  remedies  for  certain 
wrongs  combine  several  remedies,  making  a  favorite  compound,  and 
call  this  "specific  medication. "  For  example,  as  a  heart  stimulant, 
tine,  digitalis,  tine,  strophanthus,  tine,  belladonna,  and  nitro-glycerin 
in  tablet  form.  For  coughs  they  use  a  tablet  compound  of  the  follow- 
ing :  Ext  licorice,  camphor,  acid  benzoic,  oil  of  anise,  powd.  opium, 
and  tartar  emetic — six  agents  being  required  for  this  specific. 

Again,  others  find  an  agent  has  proven  successful  in  some  special 
disease,  and  therefore  concludes  it  is  a  specific  for  exery  case  of  the 
same  lesion.  For  example,  veratrum,  as  a  specific  for  pneumonia, 
saw  palmetto  for  disease  of  the  bladder,  bryonia  for  pleuritis,  nux  for 
colic,  digitalis  for  heart  disease. 

Thus  we  have  various  views  regarding  specific  medication,  each 
believing  his  idea  the  correct  one.  Now  each  may  possess  some  merit ; 
in  fact,  many  times  our  patients  receive  benefit  from  the  selection  of 
an  organ  remedy,  a  compound  of  several  remedies,  or  a  single  agent 
that  has  heen  found  useful  in  like  cases,  but  let  us  be  candid  and  ask 
ourselves,  is  this  the  true  idea  of  a  specific  t  If  we  are  ever  to  learn 
the  direct  relation  between  drug  action  and  diseased  condition,  so 
that,  having  determined  a  certain  pathological  wrong,  we  can  with  a 
certainty  select  a  remedy  that  will  correct  the  specific  wrong,  must  we 
not  look  far  a  better  way  ? 

Dr.  Scudder  wrote  in  his  Specific  Medication,  that  if  a  remedy  is 
to  oppose  a  process  of  disease,  its  selection  will  depend,  first,  upon  a 
correct  knowledge  of  the  disease,  and  secondly,  upon  a  correct  know- 
ledge of  the  opposition  of  remedies  to  it M  That  Ls,  definite  patholog- 
ical conditions  must  be  recognized  before  we  can  employ  remedies  for 
relieL  and  these  conditions  are  shown  by  definite  symptoms,  which 
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we  call  the  language  of  disease.  They  tell  us  of  definite  conditions, 
and  having  once  learned  these  conditions,  and  the  agent  that  will 
correct  them,  we  have  them  for  all  time  and  for  all  diseases. 

To  illustrate :  Mrs  D.  aged  G5  years,  had  suffered  several  months 
from  some  lesion  of  the  liver,  plus  bad  medication  from  doctors.  Her 
condition  was  as  follows :  Great  emaciation,  skin  dry,  harsh,  and  very 
yellow — in  fact,  all  the  tissues  were  deeply  stained  with  bile.  The 
stools  were  of  a  putty  color,  the  tongue  and  mucous  membranes  dark 
red,  the  urine  scanty  and  colored  with  bila  She  has  frequent  attacks 
of  paroxysms  of  pain  in  the  right  side,  which  were  so  excruciating 
that  to  give  relief  her  physicians  had  resorted  to  half-grain  doses  o! 
morphine  hypodermically,  but  with  only  partial  relief. 

The  diagnosiis  had  been  "cancer  of  the  liver. "  The  paroxysms  of 
pain  becoming  more  frequent,  I  was  called  to  take  charge  of  the  case. 
The  patient  had  become  so  reduced  that  the  liver  could  be  very  easily 
outlined,  and  careful  manipulations  failed  to  convince  me  of  any 
malignant  trouble.  The  patient  insisted,  however,  that  she  had  can- 
cer of  the  liver. 

Now,  for  the  discoloration  we  might  think  of  chionanthus,  chelido- 
nium,  or  podophyllum,  but  there  was  no  specific  call  for  any  one  of 
them,  save  the  deep  yellow  tinge  of  surface.  There  were,  however, 
two  definite  conditions  that  called  for  two  definite  agents ;  in  other 
words,  they  were  the  indicated  remedies.  One  was  the  deep  red 
tongue,  calling  for  an  acid ;  the  other,  the  spasmodic  contraction  of 
of  the  liver,  causing  the  intense  pain,  and  owing  to  this  frequent 
spasm,  obstruction  of  the  flow  of  bile ;  hence  it  was  being  absorbed 
and  deposited  in  the  tissues.  The  dry,  harsh  skin  also  showed  con- 
traction of  tissues.     The  agents  prescribed  were : 

H. — Lactic  acid  3j.,  aqua  §iv.  M.     Teaspoonful  every  four  hours. 

R. — Magnesium  phoa  2x.  oj.,  water,  Siv.  M.  Teaspoonful  every 
hour  between  paroxysms  of  pain,  and  every  ten  minutes  during  a 
seizure  of  pain. 

The  result  was  astonishing.  The  paroxysms  of  pain  failed  to  come 
on  schedule  time ;  day  after  day  passed,  and  no  return.  The  appe- 
tite soon  returned,  and  the  patient  could  digest  a  proper  quantity  of 
food.  The  yellowness  began  to  disappear,  and  in  three  months  was 
entirely  gone.  There  never  was  any  occasion  to  resort  to  hypoder- 
mics to  quiet  pain,  although  they  had  been  used  for  weeks  previous 
to  the  taking  of  magnesium  phos.  Two  years  have  passed,  and  no 
return  of  the  old  trouble,  and  one  case  of  cancer  of  the  liver  is  hale 
and  hearty. 

I  could  mention  other  cases,  but  it  is  unnecessary.  Diagnose  the 
pathological  wrong ;  give  the  indicated  remedy  for  this  specific  lesion, 
and  if  it  is  a  curable  disease,  you  will  get  specific  results.  Give  the 
indicated  remedv.  r.  l.  t. 
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OENTJAN. 

The  root  of  gentian  lutea  is  an  old,  old  drug,  that  has  been  and 
is  still  quite  popular  with  a  certain  class  of  physicians,  who  prescribe 
more  according  to  custom  and  teaching  than  according  to  thought 
and  reason.  Atony,  debility,  depression,  with  them,  in  man,  woman 
or  child,  mean  gentian,  iron,  quassia,  quinine,  columbo,  etc.  Gen- 
tian belongs  to  that  class  of  remedies  known  as  "bitters,"  and  it  cer- 
tainly is  a  simple  bitter,  and  nothing  more.  It  imparts  its  bitterness 
to  either  water,  alcohol,  or  wine,  and  when  given  in  proper  doses,  it 
increases  the  appetite  and  digestion,  accelerates  the  blood  current, 
and  acts  generally  as  a  stimulant  and  tonic.  We  believe  that  it  does 
this  chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  through  its  topical  action  upon  the  periph- 
eral nerve  endings  of  the  mucous  surfaces  of  the  alimentary  tract. 
As  soon  as  it  comes  in  contact  with  the  mouth,  the  salivary  secretion 
is  augmented.  This  is  no  doubt  reflex.  The  irritation  affects  the 
medulla,  and  through  the  medullary  influence  the  flow  of  saliva  is 
materially  increased.  Cinchona  and  nux  vomica  are  both  intensely 
bitter,  but  aside  from  this  property,  they  each  have  a  specific  action 
upon  the  body.  We  believe  that  gentian  is  without  any  specific  or 
special  action  whatever,  other  than  its  bitterness. 

Dr.  Scudder,  in  his  study  of  the  drug,  gave  as  its  specific  indica- 
tion, a  <(sense  of  depression  referred  to  the  epigastric  region,  associ- 
ated with  a  sense  of  physical  and  mental  weakness. "  This,  no  doubt, 
is  well  and  good,  as  the  doctor  was  a  clear  and  careful  observer.  We 
would  rather  have  indications  that  we  can  see.  Statements  of  the 
patient  are  often  misleading.  Gentian,  in  too  large  doses,  disturbs 
the  stomach  and  bowels. 

Of  this  much  we  are  sure :  gentian  is  a  remedy  for  atoni/ — atonic 
conditions  generally.  A  debilitated  stomach  and  bowels  are  often 
brought  up  to  a  more  normal  state  by  its  use.  Feeble  and  slow  diges- 
tion, and  fermentative  dyspepsia  and  anorexia,  are  also  often  relieved 
by  proper  doses  of  gentian.  We  would  hesitate  to  say,  as  does  Locke'* 
*Yofc«,  that  "all  cases  of  dyspepsia  are  benefited  by  its  use. "  There 
is  a  dividing  line,  no  doubt,  between  the  gentian  and  no-gentian  cases 
of  dyspepsia.  It  is  a  remedy  in  convalescence,  in  chronic  ague, 
after  the  periodicity  has  been  observed,  in  gout,  in  anorexia,  and  in 
the  atony  of  convalescence,  etc.  We  do  not  always  or  often  combine 
it  with  iron ;  nor  do  we  believe  that  either  gentian  or  iron  acts  best 
when  combined  with  the  other.  A  combination  of  gentian  and  an 
alkali  is  said  to  be  more  efficient  than  either  alone. 

Gentian  is  contra-indicated  by  irritation,  byjacute  fever,  by  a  vora- 
cious appetite,  etc.  We  prescribe  it  frequently,  but  we  believe  now 
that  it  has  been  done  more  or  less  automatically.  How  many  Journal 
readers  prescribe  it  the  same  way?  The  dose  of  specific  gentian  is 
from  two  to  four  drops,  well  diluted  ;  of  the  infusion,  from  one  drachm 
to  two  fluid  ounces.  w.  e.  b. 
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••THEY  ARE  NOT  ALL  DEAD  YET." 

We  present  herewith  a  reduced  fae  simile  of  a  letter  lately  ad- 
dressed to  the  Secretary  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  by  a  party 
wishing  to  purchase  a  diploma,  which  was  possibly  intended  for  a 
college  not  now  in  existence. 


There  are  still  a  few  misguided  people  left  in  this  world,  who  ima- 
gine that  there  is  some  "royal  road  to  learning/ '  and  that  diplomas 
are  still  sold  for  cash,  after  the  old  Philadelphia  style  of  1880.  A 
diploma  that  can  be  purchased,  or  one  that  can  be  obtained  on  a  nom- 
inal attendance,  is  worse  than  useless.  Still,  as  long  as  there  is  a 
demand,  there  will  probably  be  a  source  of  supply — enough,  at  least, 
to  support  such  rank  diploma  mills  as  the  "Illinois  Health  Univer- 
sity," "Wisconsin  Medical  College,"  "Indiana  College  of  Medicine 
and  Midwifery,"  and  the  "Druid ic  University  of  Maine." 

We  can  congratulate  Eclecticism  that  we  have  but  one  barnacle  of 
this  description  now  injuring  our  good  name,  and  that  the  odor  of  the 
Philadelphia  Buchanan  nastiness  has  about  disappeared.  Our  seven 
Eclectic  medical  colleges  are  now  making  an  enviable  reputation  for 
themselves. 

DIPHTHERIA    ANTITOXIN. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  concerning  the  antitoxin  serum 
treatment  of  diphtheria.  Its  advocates  are  wonderfully  enthusiastic 
over  it,  and  on  the  other  hand,  its  antagonists  are  extremely  bitter  in 
their  denunciation  of  it.  The  statistics  that  have  been  collected,  of 
course  by  interested  parties,  seem  to  indicate  that  the  remedy  is  now 
beyond  its  experimental  stage,  and  has  become  a  fixed  fact  in  thera- 
peutics. WTe  are  by  no  means  certain,  however,  that  this  is  yet  estab- 
lished. There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  much  that  has  been 
written  against  the  treatment,  is  untrue,  and  born  of  antagonism,  hav- 
ing no  foundation  in  fact  On  the  contrary,  it  is  also  undoubtedly 
true,  that  much  has  been  claimed  for  it  by  its  most  enthusiastic  sup- 
porters, that  will  not  bear  the  scrutiny  of  a  thorough,  disinterested 
investigation. 

In  the  days  past,  and  even  now,  we  sometimes  meet  with  an  Eclectic 
physician  whose  ire  is  aroused  at  the  mention  of  the  word  mercury ; 
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when,  if  he  would  carefully  look  back  over  the  history  of  our  school 
and  its  therapeutics,  he  would  find  that  some  of  the  preparations, 
generally  those  intended  for  external  application,  which  had  the  un- 
qualified indorsement  of  some  of  the  leading  Eclectic  teachers,  con- 
tained the  most  deadly  of  all  the  compounds  of  mercury.  In  their 
zeal  to  antagonize  they  go  to  extremes,  and  often  make  statements 
that  they  are  unable  to  verify.  It  was  the  abuse,  and  not  the  use  of 
mercury,  that  was  fought  by  the  "Eclectic  fathers." 

As  with  the  mercurials,  so  it  is  with  the  antitoxin  serum  treatment 
We  are  unable  to  assert  that  it  will  even  modify  the  course  of  the  dis- 
ease, let  alone  accomplish  a  cure.  But  one  thing  we  do  contend  for, 
and  that  is,  that  it  is  entitled  to  an  honest  and  searching  investigation, 
and  if  found  efficient,  it  should  be  welcomed  as  a  therapeutic  meas- 
ure ;  but  if  found  wanting  in  efficiency,  or  even  dangerous,  it  should 
be  sent  to  meet  the  fate  of  the  fads  of  Bergeon,  Koch,  and  a  host  of 
others.  The  Eclectic  practitioners  should  accord  this  serum  the  same 
liberal  treatment  which  they  have  demanded  from  the  other  schools 
for  their  remedies.  We  repeat,  therefore,  that  we  believe  the  matter 
should  be  taken  up,  and  the  treatment  fairly  tested  ;  and  in  so  doing 
the  experimenter  should  be  as  careful  as  with  his  own  medicines,  to 
select  that  serum  which  is  well  prepared  and  above  suspicion. 


"SENSELESS    DISCRIMINATION. 

"In  the  American  Druggist  and  Pharmaceutical  JRecard  Mr. 
Charles  Rice,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Revision  of  the  U.  S. 
Pharmacopoeia,  makes  an  eloquent  plea  for  the  enlargement  and  im- 

Srovement  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  by  adding  to  it  the  result  of  the  past 
ecade's  therapeutic  and  chemical  progress. 

"We  note,  however,  that  he  discriminates  unfairly  in  favor  of  for- 
eign proprietary  and  patented  remedies,  as  against  the  elegant  eth- 
phannal  preparations  of  American  manufacturing  chemists. 

4 'He  endeavors  to  keep  himself  in  face  by  asserting  that  the  former 
are  synthetic  remedies.  Who  knows  whether  they  are  or  not?  The 
Continent  is  famous  for  getting  up  specious  arguments  to  disguise 
the  plain  truth,  and  even  if  they  are,  is  there  anything  more  ethical 
in  combining  the  elements  than  in  putting  together  drugs  of  known 
value  in  such  a  way  as  to  blend  ana  increase  the  therapeutic  activity 
of  each  ingredient? 

4*Mr.  Rice  says  in  the  course  of  his  argument :  'There  is  a  positive 
advantage  in  the  fact  that  most  of  these  synthetic  products  are  man- 
ufactured only  in  one  place,  by  persons  entirely  familiar  with  the  vari- 
ous processes,  and  always  under  the  same  conditions.  We  thus  have 
a  better  guaranty  of  their  purity  and  uniformity  than  if  they  were 
prepared  promiscuously  by  any  one  who  chooses  to  undertake  their 
manufacture.  Competition,  the  enemy  of  prime  quality,  would  soon 
make  itself  felt  by  the  deterioration  of  many  of  these  products,  as  they 
would  appear  upon  the  market ' 

uWe  nave  had  enough  of  this  stultifying  preference  for  everything 
German,  which  makes  us  the  easy  dupes  of  scientific  red  tape  from 
the  Continent  If  a  remedy  appear  good  after  rigorous  clinical  test, 
it  is  good,  whether  prepared* by  synthesis  of  elements  or  by  sclentifi- 
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cally  blending  the  drug  constituents  of  an  approved  formula.  Let  us, 
by  all  means,  incorporate  all  such  remedies  in  our  Pharmacopoeia  in 
order  to  keep  it  abreast  of  the  times ;  but  all  discrimination  m  favor 
of  proprietary  and  patent  medicines  of  Continental  origin,  as  against 
the  elegant,  ethpharmal  preparations  of  American  and  English  chem- 
ists, is  arbitrary,  prejudiced,  and  without  justification.' ' 

We  reproduce  the  foregoing  editorial  from  the  Medical  Brief,  as 
bearing  on  the  subject  of  a  former  editorial  of  our  own  on  the  same 
text  While  we  agree  that  those  who  devise  private  formulae  are  alone 
competent  to  make  the  preparation  exact  in  every  particular  with  the 
original,  still  we  do  not  see  the  way  to  the  introduction  of  such  prepa- 
rations into  the  Pharmacopoeia.  A  multitude  of  secret  cure-alls,  good 
bad  and  indifferent,  would  at  once  cry  for  recognition,  and  in  the 
crush  the  Pharmacopoeia  proper  would  be  lost 

And  in  this  same  direction  lies,  as  we  see  the  matter,  the  only  real 
problem  with  the  patented  preparations  Dr.  Rice  favors.  Their  name 
is  legion  and  they  come  in  droves.  It  will  require  delicate  discrimi- 
nation to  separate  the  useful  from  the  worthless.  In  this  connection 
it  must  be  remembered  that  behind  every  patented  preparation*  a 
manufacturer  stands  with  money  to  spend  and  antagonists  to  attack. 
Personalities  will  thus  become  a  factor,  and  regardless  of  right  or 
wrong,  the  pharmacopoeia  committee's  experience  will  surely  become 
unpleasant  Perhaps,  after  all,  the  only  practical  plan  will  be  to  let 
all  proprietary  medicines  fight  their  own  way. 

True  it  is  that  by  this  course  valuable  remedies  will  be  lost  to  the 
pharmacopoeia,  as  is  now  the  case,  but  really,  the  question  may  be 
asked,  uHow  many  physicians  own  a  pharmacopoeia,  how  many  phy- 
sicians give  it  any  attention  whatever?  Pharmacopeeia  or  no  phar- 
macopoeia, physicians  with  patients  will  cure  them  if  they  can,  and 
really  it  matters  little  whether  the  name  of  the  remedy  that  cures  is 
found  in  the  pharmacopoeia  or  not 


Defeat  off  the  Missouri  State  Board  off  Health. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Missouri  has  issued  the  fol- 
lowing opinion  in  reference  to  the  ruling  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
in  the  case  of  Charles  E.  Johnson.  The  certificate  asked  for  by 
Johnson  was  refused,  upon  the  ground  that  his  college  had  not  com- 
plied with  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  Missouri  State  Board  of  Health, 
and  the  reason  which  caused  the  Supreme  Court  to  issue  the  peremp- 
tory writ  is  clearly  stated : 

"Good  standing,  as  used  in  the  statutes,  simply  means  good  repu- 
tation, and  must  be  proven  in  the  same  way.  But  the  Board  under- 
took to  establish  a  rule  of  its  own  by  which  such  good  standing  should 
be  shown,  that  is,  by  requiring  all  medical  colleges  to  furnish  to  it  a 
list  of  their  respective  matriculates  and  the  basis  of  their  matricula- 
tion, and  in  this  went  beyond  the  power  conferred  upon  it  by  the 
statute  from  which  it  derives  its  origin,  and  by  which  its  duties  and 
authority  are  defined. " — St.  Louis  Jour,  of  Horn. 
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To  preface  this  editorial  we  believe  we  are  safe  in  saying  that  the 
great  majority  of  Eclectics  believe  in  State  Boards  regulating  the 
practice  of  medicine,  with  the  proviso,  that  the  laws  to  be  adminis- 
tered are  just  and.  equitable  to  all  concerned,  and  that  the  Boards  do 
not  overstep  their  power,  and  become  radical,  or  persecutors  of  any 
one  sect  in  medicina 

We  believe  we  voice  the  sentiments  of  the  Eclectic  press  and  of  the 
Eclectic  colleges,  when  we  say  we  strongly  favor  higher  medical  edu- 
cation, and  State,  or  preferably  national,  control  of  the  licensing  of 
physicians.  Ever  since  the  Missouri  Board  promulgated  the  resolu- 
tions calling  for  every  medical  college  which  wished  to  be  considered 
"reputable, "  to  submit  annually  a  sworn  list  of  matriculates  and 
their  entrance  qualifications,  we  have  felt  that  in  over  zeal  they  had 
taken  a  step  too  far,  and  that  the  courts  would  so  rula  The  Supreme 
Court  of  Missouri  in  the  case  above  cited  has  so  declared  in  no  uncer- 
tain terms.  As  a  general  axiom,  we  believe  that  a  State  Board  has  the 
power  to  fully  enter  into  the  question  of  the  qualifications  of  any 
graduate  applying  for  registration,  and  thus  indirectly  regulate  med- 
ical colleges,  but  it  can  consider  only  the  applicant  in  question,  and 
Ai>  personal  credential*. 


CALENDULA. 

The  official  preparations  of  this  drug  are  made  from  the  flowers 
of  the  marigold.  As  an  internal  remedy  it  is  not  so  active,  and  conse- 
quently not  so  popular,  as  it  is  as  a  local  application.  The  specific 
calendula,  when  given  internally,  acts  very  much  like  saffron,  though 
it  is  hardly  so  active.  It  is  employed  in  cases  in  which  we  have  an 
enfeebled  capillary  circulation.  There  may  be  stasis,  and  there  is 
usually  a  sense  of  fullness,  weight,  and  dragging.  As  an  internal 
remedy,  from  ten  drops  to  one  drachm  of  the  specific  medicine  may 
be  added  to  four  fluid  ounces  of  water,  and  of  the  mixture  a  teaspoon- 
ful  may  be  given  every  one  to  two  hours. 

Ordinarily,  antispasmodic,  stimulant,  and  sudorific  properties  are 
ascribed  to  calendula.  One  of  the  most  recent  works  on  materia  med- 
ica  (but  in  our  opinion  it  is  a  very  poor  one)  classifies  it  under  the 
head  of  "simple  bitters. "  We  have  seen  calendula  recommended  in 
congestion  of  the  liver  and  in  jaundice,  but  for  these  troublesVe  have 
remedies  far  more  active,  hence  superior. 

It  is  as  a  local  application  that  calendula  has  an  enviable  reputation. 
Our  friends,  the  homoeopaths,  rely  to  a  very  great  extent  upon  calen- 
dula, and  dilutions  of  it  in  various  strengths,  as  an  antiseptic  applica- 
tion and  surgical  dressing  after  any  operation.  As  a  dressing  to  fresh 
wounds,  etc.,  it  has  this  in  its  favor :  it  is  non-poisonous  even  when 
used  at  full  strength.  This  can  not  be  said  of  many  other  remedies 
used  for  this  purpose.  Non-alcoholic  preparations  of  calendula  are 
used  for  some  purposes  by  a  number  of  physicians.     As  a  local  appli- 
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cation,  then,  the  specific  calendula,  in  mixtures  or  dilutions  of  var 
ing  strengths,  can  be  recommended  in  fresh  cuts,  and  as  a  surgic 
dressing  in  bruises  and  contused  wounds,  much  the  same  as  speci 
arnica  (although  for  this  purpose  it  is  not  the  equal  of  arnica),  and 
ulcerations  of  any  kind,  and  especially  when  there  is  a  constant  bur 
ing  pain.  In  this  way  it  is  applied  locally  to  an  ulcerated  os  uteri ; 
raw  catarrhal  surfaces,  and  to  burns  and  scalds.  It  is  an  efficie 
remedy  in  certain  forms  of  leucorrhoea,  eta  It  has  been  highly  n 
ommended  to  be  used  both  locally  and  internally  in  phlegmono 
erysipelaa  Prof.  Webster  declares  that  when  used  in  this  same  wi 
calendula  is  a  most  efficient  remedy  for  many  of  those  inveterate,  Ion 
standing  cases  of  superficial  skin  affections  like  acne,  etc. 

Dr.  K.  O.  Foltz  recommends  the  use  of  calendula  in  connect! 
with  powdered  boric  acid  in  cases  of  suppurative  otitis  media,  wh 
the  discharge  is  thin  and  acrid,  and  not  very  profuse.  As  the  bo 
acid  alone  is  a  most  valuable  remedy  in  this  disease,  we  wond 
whether  its  efficiency  is  increased  by  adding  the  calendula.  AH 
gether,  calendula,  though  a  mild  medicament,  is  of  sufficient  merit 
have  a  place  upon  any  medicine  shelf.  w.  e.  a 


THE    ••NATIONAL." 

We  believe  that  the  "National"  has  a  brilliant  future,  but  ji 
at  present  it  is  suffering  from  the  general  depression  felt  in  every  pj 
of  the  country.  A  heavy  debt,  inherited  from  the  past,  excepti 
about  $600,  has  been  paid,  since  the  Waukesha  meeting,  and  we  sh 
soon  start  with  a  clean  leger.  We  have  30  State  Eclectic  societi 
and  possibly  50  additional  district  or  local  associations,  which  are 
can  easily  be  affiliated  with  the  parent  organization. 

The  "National"  must  become  a  body  composed  of  State  and  la 
society  members,  otherwise  its  usefulness  to  our  school  of  medic ii 
in  general,  will  be  seriously  limited.  It  must  be  national  not  s 
tional.  A  similar  organization,  drawn  from  approximately  the  sai 
number  of  physicians,  has  1,500  members.  We  have  but  450.  1 
must  seek  to  enroll  the  missing  thousand.  This  can  be  accomplish 
in  less  than  five  years  as  follows : 

1.  The  "National"  should  only  receive  and  retain  in  membersl 
physicians  who  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  State  or  1cm 
society  to  which  they  are  accredited. 

2.  The  Secretaries  of  the  affiliated  societies  should  take  upon  the 
selves  the  duty  of  urging  members  to  go  as  delegates  to  the  *kS 
tional."  The  President  and  Secretary  of  a  State  or  local  society  1 
the  power  to  nominate  such  delegates. 

3.  Persons  so  nominated  and  subsequently  elected  should  perf 
their  membership  by  paving  the  $7.00  initiation  fee,  which  ineliu 
the  firat  year's  duea  If  for  any  reason  they  can  not  attend  and  jc 
in  person,  the  State  Secretary  should  convey  their  credentials  a 
the  membership  fee  in  cash. 

4.  States  should  not  send  as  delegates  to  the  "National"  perse 
already  members.     A  member  can  always  act  as  a  delegate  for 
State  without  special  appointment 

5.  When  members  and  proposed  members  are  indiscriminate 
nominated  as  delegates,  it  causes  the  Committee  on  Credentials  mi 
unnecessary  labor. 
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Twfntieth  Century  Practice.  An  International  Encyclopedia  of 
Modern  Medical  Science,  by  leading  authorities  of  Europe  and 
America.  Edited  by  Thomas  L.  Stedman,  M  D.  Volume  X. 
Diseases  of  the  Nervous  Svstem.  20  volumes.  Cloth,  $5.00  per 
volume.     Subscription  only.     Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  New  York. 

The  advance  that  has  been  made  in  our  knowledge  of  the  structure 
of  the  brain,  and  of  its  functions,  makes  its  study  one  of  the  most 
interesting  in  medicine. 

Volume  X.  is  thus  very  acceptable  at  this  time.  When  we  consider 
that  it  is  by  means  of  our  nervous  systems  that  we  move,  feel,  see, 
hear,  smell,  taste,  talk,  and  swallow ;  that  in  our  brains  are  stored  all 
the  memories  of  past  events ;  that  we  digest  and  assimilate  our  food 
partly  by  the  aid  of  nerves ;  that  in  fact  we  perform  every  act  of  ani- 
mal life  by  the  same  agency,  the  utility  of  the  latest  information  re- 
garding the  brain  becomes  apparent. 

In  the  arrangement  of  this  great  work,  to  Dr.  Joseph  Collins,  of 
New  York,  has  been  assigned  "Diseases  of  the  Brain."  This  section 
has  been  happily  given  to  one  who  is  especially  well  qualified  to  treat 
it,  not  only  thoroughly  and  scientifically,  but  also  in  a  very  pleasing 
and  fascinating  style.  His  description  of  the  anatomy  is  sufficiently 
minute  for  the  practitioner,  without  the  great  tediousness  that  would 
be  found  if  written  only  for  [the  neurologist.  Cerebal  localization, 
always  an  intensely  interesting  subject,  follows  the  anatomy.  Then, 
in  turn,  are  taken  up  diseases  of  the  brain,  beginning  with  Encepha- 
lus,  and  ending  with  Asthenic  Bulbar  Paralysis. 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Dana,  also  of  New  York,  follows  with  Intercranial 
Lesions.  The  greater  part  of  the  article  is  devoted  to  apoplexy  and 
hemiplegia,  and  is  written  in  a  clear  and  pleasing  style.  Tumors  of 
the  Brain  are  considered  by  another  New  York  man,  B.  Sachs,  M  D. 
The  article  is  an  able  one,  and  compares  favorably  with  those  written 
vol.  lvii. — 11 
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by  his  colleagues.  Diseases  of  the  Meninges  are  also  referred  to 
Dr.  Collins. 

Hysteria,  the  bane  of  the  physician's  life,  is  treated  by  Charles  & 
son  Fere,  of  Paris.  Of  all  writers,  no  happier  selection  could  b 
been  made  for  this  important,  though  much  dreaded  lesion.  Vi 
physician  has  not  worried  over  and  over  again  about  his  patient,  1 
persisted  in  his  or  her  attack,  notwithstanding  he  had  resortec 
every  known  and  unknown  remedy,  that  would  influence  this  drea 
foe?  This  is  followed  by  an  almost  equally  dreaded  wrong  of 
nervous  system — Epilepsy.  Dr.  Fere  also  treats  of  the  Spasm< 
Neuroses.  Neurasthenia,  the  new  name  for  nervous  prostration 
treated  by  Dr.  Dana.  Dr.  Howell  T.  Pershing,  of  Denver,  cont 
utes  an  article  on  the  Disorders  of  Speech,  which  shows  careful  sti 
and  research,  and  well  deserves  a  place  in  this  volume. 

Sancho  Panza  said,  "God  bless  the  man  who  first  invented  slee 
and  thousands  to-day  are  ready  to  exclaim,  "God  bless  the  man  i 
can  correct  the  disorders  of  sleep.' '  This  Dr.  Sanger  Brown,  of  ( 
cago,  has  undertaken  to  do  in  the  closing  article  of  this  volume. 

Volume  X.  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  set,  and  will  be  om 
the  most  prized  of  the  entire  work.  r.  l.  i 


Anomalies  and  Curiosities  of  Medicine.     By  G.  M.  Gould,  M. 
and  W.  L.  Pyle,  M.  D.     Royal  octavo,  660  pages,  with  295  il 
trations,  and  12  half-tone  and  colored  plates.     W.  B.  Saund 
publisher,  Philadelphia.     Cloth,  $6.00.     Subscription  only. 

This  unique  work  is  an  "encyclopedic  collection  of  rare  and  ex 
ordinary  cases,  and  of  the  most  striking  instances  of  abnormalit; 
all  branches  of  medicine  and  surgery. "  The  foregoing,  from  the  1 
page  clearly  indicates  the  scope  of  the  work.  The  work  of  resea 
necessary  to  compile  such  a  volume  must  be  something  enormc 
None  but  authentic  cases  are  described,  and  all  references  carefi 
cited.  We  have  long  known  that  Dr.  Gould  had  an  immense  ca 
city  for  work,  having  written  four  medical  dictionaries,  and  for  s< 
ral  years  edited  the  bristling  pages  of  the  Medical  News,  and  i 
found  plenty  of  time  to  fight  homoeopathy  in  particular,  and  lib 
medicine  in  general  Nevertheless,  we  must  admit  that  he  is  a  to 
and  polished  writer. 

The  work  embraces  genetic,  prenatal,  and  obstetric  anomalies,  3 
liferate  monstrosities,  as  for  example  the  famous  Siamese  twins,  M 
Christine  Laloo,  the  Tocci  brothers,  eta  ;  anomalies  of  stature,  f 
physiological  and  functional  anomalies,  and  five  chapters  of  speci 
valuable  data  on  surgical  anomalies.  The  work  is  curious,  and 
the  curious,  but  it  would  not  do  for  a  physician's  office  table,  wl 
pregnant  patients  might  glance  at  the  pages,  if  the  many  theorie 
maternal  impressions  are  true.  While  not  classed  as  a  necess 
medical  work,  we  believe  it  will  deserve  a  fair  sale.  j.  k. 


LOOK  FOR  THE  OREEN  LABEL, 

"Green  Drug" 

Fluid  Extracts. 

The    highest   type    of    Fluid    Medicines. 

A  Novelty— la  What? 

In  the   recognition   of   the   fact  that  certain  drugs,  containing 
volatile  constituents  upon  which  their  therapeutic  value  depends,  lose 
their  medicinal  properties  in  the  process  of  drying,  or  through  long 
or  imperfect  storage. 
Is  all  such  cases. 

We  use  the  green  or  fresh  root,  bark  or  plant,  gathered  es- 
pecially for  us  when  in  their  prime. 
Some  kinds  are  prepared  fresh; 

Others  partially  or  wholly  dried; 

But  all  gathered  especially  for  our  Laboratory ;  carefully  handled 
and  immediately  prepared  into  Fluid  Extracts.  The  menstruum 
employed  is  Alcohol  selected  for  strength  and  purity,  whereby  the 
non-medicinal  elements  are  rejected  and  the  liability  to  deterioration 
avoided.  ., 

Fluid  Extracts  thus  prepared  are  perfect  representatives  <p£  the 
drugs  from  which  they  are  made. 

They  are  clean. 

They  are  sightly. 

They  are  easily  dispensed. 

They  are  therapeutically  reliable. 

Old,  shop-worn  or  worm-eaten  drugs,  however  carefully  manipu- 
lated, will  not  yield  a  satisfactory  product,  and  when  made  with 
weak  alcohol  and  water,  or  with  wood  spirit  as  a  menstruum,  is  it 
any  wonder  that  commercial  Fluid  Extracts,  as  a  class  are  termed 
by  a  leading  medical  writer — the  "Great  American  Fraud?" 

Watch  your  fluid  extracts. 

Merreirs  Fluid  Extracts  from  fresh,  choice  drugs  are  powerful  in- 
struments for  good  in  the  hands  of  the  observant  physician. 

All  wholesale  druggists  will  supply  them. 
Please  write  "Merreirs"  on  your  orders. 

THE  WM.  S.  MERRELL  CHEMICAL  CO., 

CINCINNATI.  Muufactarlig  Chemists.  NEW  YORK. 

Sole  Manufacturer*. 
bttMisht*  tt  years. 
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COLLEGE    AND   SOCIETY  NOTICES. 


The  students  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  of  Cincinnati,  C 
desire  to  express  to  Wm.  Purkhiser,  of  the  class  of  '98,  their  sine 
sympathy  for  him  in  the  recent  bereavement  in  the  loss  of  his  i 
who  died  Jan.  30,  1897.  "Weary  and  heavy  laden,  come  unt 
and  rest." 

Resolved:  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  sent  to  the  family  of  tin 
ceased,  and  be  published  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Journal,  Jfn 
Gleaner,  and  Independent  New*. 

Resolved:  That  a  copy  be  incorporated  in  the  records  of  the  ( 
of  '98.  W.  M.  Young,  '97.  / 

O.  U.  Jones,  '98.  >  Committee, 

De.  Ella  Brown,  '99.    \ 


The  thirtieth  annual  Convention  of  the  Iowa  State  Eeteetic  3 
cal  Society  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  May  19th 
20th,  1897,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

The  following  persons  have  been  appointed  chairmen  of  the  d 
ent  sections,  and  are  requested  to  solicit  papers  on  subjects  pertai 
to  their  respective  bureaus  : 
"Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine' ' 
"Materia  Medica"  : 
"Obstetrics:" 
"Bureau  of  Surgery :" 
"Gynaecology :" 
"Venereal  Diseases :" 
"Infection  and  Contagion  :"  Dr.  W.  W.  Maple,  Des  Moine* 

Doctor  : — You  are  urged  to  read  a  paper  before  this  meeting, 
lect  your  subject  and  notify  the  chairman  of  the  bureau  to  win 
belongs,  so  that  your  name  and  title  of  paper  may  appear  in  the  f 
coming  announcement  and  programme,  which  will  be  issued  wit 
few  weeks,  not  later  than  March  1st 

George  P.  Bcrtchby,  M.  D.,  Cor.  Sec'y.,  Oskaloosa,   Iowa. 


:  Dr.  J.  A.  M'Kleveen,Charitos 
Dr.  J.  W.  Osborn,  Dyersville 
Dr.  J.  B.  Horner,  Davis  City 
Dr.  E.  H.  Carter,  Des  Moines 
Dr.  H.  V.  Byers,  Newton 
Dr.  John  Cooper,  Des  Moines 


The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  oi 
Southern  Tier  was  held  at  the  Delevan  House,  Elmira,  New  Yor: 
Wednesday,  Jan.  13th    Dr.  O.  W.  Sutton,  of  Bath,  is  secretary. 


For  sale,  a  good  location  at  Spring  Valley,  W.  Va.     Country 
tice.     Will  sell  team,  cutter,  horse  and  buggy  very  cheap.     Can 
locate  a  couple  of  recent  graduates.      Address  J.   A.  Clough,  M 
Spring  Valley,  W.  Va. 

For  sale,  a  good  location  at  Maysville,  Mo.  No  good -will  to 
just  actual  goods.  Address  with  stamp,  for  particulars,  Dr.  * 
Mitchell,  Maysville,  Mo. 
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"OUR  SPECIFIC  MEDICINES  are  to-day, 
as  they  always  have  been  and  always  will  be,  the 
BEST  MEDICINES  in  the  world,  and  the  foundation 
atones,  upon  which  the  superstructure  of  Eclectic 
Medicine  has  been  built,  and  upon  which  it  rests 
unshaken."  editorial  from  b.  m.  journal. 
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ASEPSIN      SOAP. 


MEDICINAL  USES  OF  ASEPSIN  SOA 

FOB  THE  SKIN.  —The  antiseptic  qualities  or  Asepsin  and  Borate  of  Sodium  make  this soaj 
sirable  for  the  preservation  of  the  dermal  tissues,  aud  to  remove  and  prevent  cutaneous  b 
Ishes.  It  is  valuable  for  roughness  of  the  skin,  acne,  comedones,  milium,  blotches,  exow 
greasine8s  of  skin,  for  softening  and  proven  ting  roughness  and  chapping  of  the  hands.  It 
rects  abnormalities  of  the  sebaceous  glands,  therebv  regulating  the  lubrication  of  the  skin, 
is  further  useful  to  repair  dermal  tissues  when  they  have  beeu  subjected  to  the  deleterious  ac 
of  chalks  and  cosmetic  lotions. 

CUTANEOUS  DISEASES.— For  the  following  skin  affections  it  may  be  used  freely  with  ma 
benefit:  Acne  vulgaris  et  rosacse,  seborrhcea,  eczematous  eruptions,  herpes,  psoriasis,  pru: 
syphilitic  eruptions,  dermatitis,  ulcerations,  pruritic  conditions,  parasitic  diseases,  as  scabies 
the  relief  of  rhus  poisoning,  and  for  the  removal  of  pediculi.  A  clean  skin  is  necessary  in 
course  of  medication,  and  Asepsln  Soap  is  a  rational  cleanser. 

IN  SURGERY.  —The  surgeon  will  find  it  valuable  for  ctonsing  the  patient  as  well  as  the  oj 
tor's  hands,  sponges,  and  instruments.  For  its  cleansing  and  antiseptic  effects  it  may  be 
ployed  in  wounds  of  all  kinds,  chilblains,  bed  sores,  ulcerations,  pustules,  and  for  renio 
offensive  and  irritating  discharges,  and  as  a  foot  wash. 

IN  GYNECOLOGY. -It  is  userul  in  all  irritating;  and  offensive  discharges  concomitant  to  dia 
of  females,  giving  rise  to  pruritic  and  inflammatory  conditions.  LeunorrhoBa,  simple  vagi 
and  vulvitis,  ulcerations  aud  pruritus  vulvae,  are  conditions  in  which  it  is  particularly  India 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  -In  the  exanthemata  it  should  be  employed  to  hasten  desquamal 
thereby  shortening  the  period  of  contagiousness  and  hasteuing  convalescence. 

At  the  time  I  received  the  Asepsin  Soap,  I  was  f  offering  intensely  from  pruritus  ani,  and 
already  tried,  with  *caroely  even  temporary  relief,  all— or  nearly  all— the  standard  remedies  for 
well-known  ailment.  I  was  weil-nl/h  crazed  w*ti  the  intolerable  itching,  pricking,  sticking,  gi 
ing,  biting,  burning  pain.  I  had  bveu  nearly  sleepless  for  several  nights,  and  1  was  so  busily 
gaged  with  my  profasslonal  work  all  d»ty  long  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  life  was  a  burden,  ai 
could  get  no  rest  at  night.  I  frequently  sprang  from  my  bed,  and  ran  wildly,  crazily  anywher 
suicide  would  not  be  strange  in  anyone  in  sun  a  condition 

Your  Asepsin  Soap  I  used  without  faith,  but  with  astonishing  find  almost  imm 
ate  relief  and  ease.  I  think  I  have  nev  r  before  recommended  auv  special  preparation, 
nothing  less  than  gratitude  is  due  you  f-»r  this  benefit,  and  that  gratitude  I  express  most  hea 
now.  I  have  delayed  this  letter  many  weeks,  but  I  am  still  as  thankful  as  ever,  for  my  suffering 
of  a  kind  not  to  bo  forgotten.  PAUL  T.  BUTLER,  M.  D.,  Alamo,  Michigan. 

I  have  had  for  several  year*  what  I  nail  winter  eczema  on  my  hands ;  commenced  using  Ase 
Soap  last  winter  and  my  haudi*  were-  in  better  condition  then  thau  ihey  have  beeu  for  a  numb* 
years.  K.  W.  uHALFaNT,  M.  D..  belifoutaine  o 

Have  beeu  usiug  Asepsin  Soap  a»«l  find  It  ve  v  flu  ? for  cleansing  old  sores,  also  f  r  toilet  1 
poses.  DaNIEL  \.  CHASE,  M    H.  Cambridue  N.  Y. 

Asepsin  Soap  is  the  soap  \.  p.  <*rEW\R!\  M.  I>  .  J»t*wartnown.  W.  Va 

I  have  iis*»d  a  round  di  zen  of  your  soup  on  tne  small-nox  n«tients  at  the  pes'  hnnv,  and  th 
it  is  the  best  soap  I  ever  used,  w.  R.  H  \TCH ,  M.  f> ,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

PRICE,    $1.40    PER     DOZEN. 
A  box  containing  one-fourth  dozen  cakes  will  be  sent  by  mail  postpaid, 
receipt  of  50  cents. 

LLOYD    BROTHERS,    Cincinnati,  ( 
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PERSONALS. 

Dr.  T.  E  Riddle,  Rockdale  Texas,  still  does  the  work. 

Dr.  E.  G.  Sharp,  E.  M.  L,  1892  continues  to  do  well  at  Orlando,  O.  T. 

Dr.  F.  Jacoby,  E.  M.  ColL,*Pa.,  1859,  is  happy  at  349  E.  Rich  St. 
Columbus.  O. 

Dr.  T.  F.  Shott,  R  M.  L,  1891,  continues  to  reap  rich  harvests  in 
and  about  Lynchburg,  O. 

Dr.  A.  S.  Tuchler,  Cal.  Med.  Coll.,  1894,  has  recently  located  at 
1133  Polk  St,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Dr.  L  A.  Coley,  E.  M.  L,  1894,  formerly  at  Cuba, 111.,  has  removed 
to  Summer  Hill,  111. 

Dr.  F.  W.  Moses,  EMI.,  1892,  formerly  of  Grove  City,  O.,  is 
now  getting  on  top  at  South  Bethany,  Ind. 

Dr.  S.  Schiller,  EMI.,  1870,  is  now  one  of  the  prominent  physi- 
cians of  Youngstown,  O. 

Dr.  Thomas  Garth,  E,  M.  L,  1864,  continues  to  go  right  along  with 
a  good  business  at  Clarion,  la. 

Dr.  F.  J.  Livingston,  E  It  I,  1888,  sticks  to  the  4 'willows' '  at 
Salix,  Pa.    He  has  no  reason  to  complain. 

Dr.  L.  K.  Onsgard,  E.  M  I.,  1887,  has  a  pleasant  and  paying 
practice  at  Houston,  Minn. 

Dr.  W.  H.  VanDoren,  E.  M  L,  1896,  has  recently  removed  from 
Saybrook,  III,  to  Bellenower  in  the  same  State. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Reichard,  E  M.  L,  1878,  lately  removed  from  New 
Moorefleld,  Ohio  to  72  E.  High  St,  Springfield  O.,  where  he  is  doing 
well. 

Dr.  D.  R  Ensign,  E.  M  L,  1888,  has  charge  of  affairs  generally, 
in  and  around  McGrawville,  N.  Y.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Cent.  N.  Y. 
Ec.  Med  Soc. 

Dr.  V.  C.  Price,  the  prominent  Eclectic  of  747  Grand  Ave.,  Wau- 
kegan.  Ill  bears  honors  well.  He  is  president  of  both  the  Lincoln 
Nat  Bank  and  Price  Flavoring  Extract  Co.,  of  Chicago. 

Dr.  Briant  Stringham,  E.  M  L,  1892,  says,  "I  have  done  a  good 
business  this  year,  and  have  been  able  to  collect  enough  to  make  me 
feel  like  continuing  in  the  good  work. "     He  is  an  O.  K.  fellow. 

Dr.  Perry  Waltman,  E.  M  I.,  1881,  is  physician  in  charge  of  West- 
chester Sanitarium,  Westchester.  N.  \.,  where  morphine  and  the 
liquor  habits  and  nervous  diseases  generally  receive  special  attention. 

Dr.  John  W.  Turner,  E.  M.  I.,  1891,  was,  at  the  recent  election  in 
Idaho  Count}-,  Idaho,  elected  to  the  State  Senate  by  a  handsome  ma- 
jority, showing  his  popularity  and  the  confidence  they  have  in  him. 
Idaho  proposes  to  have  some  medical  legislation,  and  the  Eclectics, 
through  Dr.  Turner,  will  have  a  hand  in  outlining  it.  The  Dr.  has  a 
nice  business  at  Cottonwood. 

Doctor,  some  time  ago  we  advertised  an  established  business  in 
northern  Kentucky,  less  than  thirty  miles  from  Cincinnati.  It  has 
been  eclectic  for  fifty  years.  Do  you  want  it?  It  will  be  without  an 
occupant  in  sixty  days.     Address  the  Journal  with  stamp. 
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Location  in  village  of  450  in  Indiana.  Xo  opposition.  Splendid 
opening  for  a  young  man.  For  particulars,  address  Dr.  L.  C.  Shutt, 
Servia,  Ind. 

For  sale,  a  well  established  Eclectic  practice,  worth  $3,000  per  year, 
in  good  railroad  town  of  2,000  inhabitants,  in  northern  Ind.  Adclress 
Dr.  X.  A.  Herring,  Bremen,  Ind. 


READING    NOTICES. 


Antitoxin  Serum. + — The  importance  which  the  diphtheria  antitoxin 
treatment  has  attained  demands  that  one  stop  and  think  if  he  would 
l>e  fully  abreast  of  the  times.  Statistics,  drawn  from  widely  varying 
localities,  seem  to  full}-  substantiate  the  claims  advanced  by  Behring, 
that  the  mortality  of  diphtheria  could  be  reduced  to  five  per  cent  by 
the  proper  and  the  timely  use  of  the  serum.  When  first  introduced 
many  were  the  failures  with  it,  partly  on  account  of  the  crudity  of  the 
material  employed  and  partly  on  an  evident  misunderstanding  of  its 
powers.  The  fact  that  it  only  attacks  the  diphtheria  bacillus  and  ar- 
rests its  ravages  is  now  seemingly  established,  but  it  fails  to  act  upon 
the  various  streptococci  which  invade  the  larynx  'and  subsequently 
cause  the  death  of  the  patient  These  must  be  treated  locally  and  too 
much  must  not  be  expected  of  the  antitoxic  serum.  Two  things  are 
absolutely  essential  to  success  in  the  treatment  by  this  method,  and 
these  are  that  the  serum  be  used  early  and  that  an  article  of  undoubted 
purity  and  full  strength  be  employed.  The  reputation  made  by  Mul- 
ford's  Antitoxic  Serum  is  well  deserved,  and  their  preparation  can  be 
relied  upon  and  should  be  selected  by  those  using  the  serum. 


Without  doubt  our  best  alteratives  are  to  be  found  in  the  vegetable 
kingdom,  and  these  have  the  advantage  of  being  free  from  harm  in 
prolonged  administration.  Another  advantage  can  be  attained  in  the 
use  of  vegetable  remedies  in  the  preparation  of  the  green  drug,  upon 
which  point  I  believe  almost  all  authorities  agree.  There  has  l>een, 
however,  on  the  part  of  our  manufacturing  chemists,  somewhat  of  a 
tendency  to  ignore  the  demand  for  green  drug  extracts,  so  that  it  has 
become  almost  impossible  to  obtain  reliable  extracts,  which  are  made 
from  the  green  drug.  However,  we  have  one  preparation  of  this  char- 
acter that  experience  has  proved  reliable,  and  which  for  certain  thera- 
peutic action  is  unsurpassed.  I  have  reference  to  that  known  as  iodia, 
which  is  composed  of  the  active  principles  obtained  from  the  green 
roots  of  stillingia,  helonias,  saxafraga,  and  menispermum,  to  which 
are  added  ferri  phosphatum  and  patassium  iodic!.  In  theory  this 
preparation  presents  an  ideal  formula,  while  in  practice  it  produces 
certain  beneficial  results.  H.  G.  Reemsnvder,  M.  D. 

fSec  editorial,  page  180. 
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NEW  YORK 

Post-Graduate  Medical  School  and  Hospital. 

FIFTEENTH   FEAR— SESSION  OF  1896-7. 


The  Post-graduate  Medical  School  and  Hospital  is  continuing  the  15th 
year  of  its  existence  under  more  favorable  conditions  than  ever  before.  Its 
cImboo  have  been  larger  than  any  institution  of  its  kind,  and  the  Faculty  has 
been  enlarged  in  various  directions.  Instructors  have  been  added  in  different 
departments,  so  that  the  size  of  the  classes  does  not  interfere  with  the  personal 
examination  of  cases.  The  Institution  is,  in  fact,  a  system  of  organized  private 
instruction.  Members  of  the  profession  who  are  visiting  New  York  for  a  day  or 
two,  will  be  heartily  welcomed  at  the  Post-Graduate  8chool,  and  if  they  desire 
to  attend  the  clinics,  a  visitor's  ticket,  good  for  two  days,  will  be  furnished  them, 
on  application  to  the  superintendent. 

FACULTY 


D.  Powell,  M.D.,  A.M.  Phelps,  M.  D.,  Robert  Abbe.M.  D.,  W.  B.  DeGarmo,  M.D., 

Daniel  Lewis,  M  D.,  Charles  B  Reiner  M.U..   WIIIt  Meyer  M.  D  ,  B.  Farquhar  Curtis,  M.  D., 

Ramon  G altera*.  M.  D  ,  Eusere  Fuller,  M.  D.,  John  MeG.  Woodbury,  M.  D. 

•m  off  Women— Bache  McKvers  Emmet,  M.  L».,  Horace  T.  Hanks,  M.  D.,  J.  R.  Nilsen,  M. 

D.,  H.  J.  Boldt,  M.D.,  A.  Palmer  Dudley,  M.D.,  Geo.  M.  Edebohls,  M.D  Francis  Foenter,  M.D. 

"o»— C  A.  von  Ramdobr.  M.  D. 

\  of  Children— Henry  D.  Chapin,  M.  D.,  Augustus  Caille,  M.  D. 

»  of  the  Eye  and  Ear— D.  B.  8t  John  Roosa.  M.D.  LL.n.,  ProfesPor  Emeritus.  W.  Oliver 
Moore  M  l> ,  Peter  A.Callan.M.D.,  J.  B.  Emerson.  M.D.,  Francis  Vslk,  M.D..  F.  N.  Lewis,  M,D. 
sues  of  the  !>om  and  Throat-Clarence  C.  Rice,  M.  D.,  O.  B.  Douglas,  M    D.,  Charles  H. 
Knight,  M.  D. 
lanes  of  tho  Mind  and   Nervous  System— Charles  L.  Dana,  M.  D.,  Graeme  M.  Ham- 
mond. M.  D. 
Pataoiogy,  Physical  Diagnosis,  Clinical  Medicine,  Therapeutics,  and  Medical  Chem- 
istry—Andrew H.  Smith,  M.  D.,    Professor  Emeritus,  William  H.  Porter,  M.  D  ,   Stephen  S. 
Burt.  M.D..  George  B.  Fowler,  M.D.,  Farquhar  Ferguson,  M.D.,  Reynold  W.  Wiloox.M.D.,  LL.D. 
Leonard  Weber,  M.  D. 
Dlseasss  of  the  Sain- George  T.  Elliot,  M.  D. 
Hygiene— Edward  Kershner,  M.  D.,  Professor  Emeritus. 
Paarmaeolosjy—Frederick  Bsffoe,  Ph.  B. 
Bectro-Therapenties,  and  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System.-Wm.  J.  Morton,  M.D. 

D.  B.  St.  JOHN  BOOSA,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  President. 

Corner  of  Second  Avenue  and  20th  8treet,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 
CHARLES  B.  KELSEY,  M.  D..  Secretary  of  the  Faculty. 
ALEXANDER  H.  CANDLI8H,  Superintendent. 
Physicians  coming  to  the  school  will  please  ask  for  the  Superintendent. 
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VAGINAL  MMJIAQCiES 

'aC ', 
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A  elm  pie  and  efficacious  method  of  treatment  that  does  away  with  the  u 
certainty  of  medicated  vaginal  injections. 

Directions.— Oneor  two  to  be  inserted  into  the  vagina  each  night,  follow* 
by  a  warm  water  douche  in  the  morning. 

Put  up  in  elegant  shape  for  physicians'  prescriptions  only. 

NORTH  CHEMICAL  COMPANY,  96  Maiden  Lane,  Maw  York  City. 

Western   Branch,    t*eori<i,   ItL 

For  SaI«  by  WHOLI1SAKK     I>KIHHHHTS 

PRTCE8— Small  Package*,  50  eta. ;  Large  Packages,  f  1 .00. 

Send  for  samples  and  literature.   Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  refunded 


Shepard  s  Sanitarium,  Columbus,  0. 

TWO  DEPARTMENTS  ON  THE  COTTAGE  PLAN. 

Department  for  Nervous  and  Chroma  Diseases. 
Department  for  Mental  Diseases. 

For  44  years  Dr.  Shepard  has  successfully  conducted  this  private  instttutio 
Massage  h*a  always  been  used  with  other  moderm  treatment  ai  indicated. 

The  Department  for   Mental  Diseases  is  warmed  by  a  hot  water  and  hot  a 
We  give  constant    pergonal  supervision  and  furnish  night  attendants. 

Alcoholic  and  morphine  habits  treated.    Electricity  and  electric  hatha  used 

Many  improvements  have  recent lv  been  made.     Patients  find  the  Sanitaria 
a  beautiful    pface,  where   they   secure  rest  and    comfort  while  being  treate 
Write  us,  stale    patieiH'ti  condition,  and  auk    for  terms  of  admission. 
Professi  m-i"  r.  >^M  md-ne  *      p,     .  .        f  WM   SHEPARD,  M.D., 

8  .licitt-d.  rhtmuwn*  {  BmiQp  McMlLLEN,  M.  D. 

Telephone  389.  Shepard  s  Sanitarium,  Columbus,  0. 
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ECLECTIC  SOCIETY  DIRECTORY  FOR  1897. 


ALABAMA. -No  Society. 

ARKANSAS.— Officers:  President,  H.  H.  Stevenson,  M.  D.,  Ft.  Smith  :  1st  vice-president, 
J.  W.  Pruitt,  If.  V.,  Russellville ;  2nd  vice-president,  C.  B.  Pierce,  If.  D..  North  Little  Rock ; 
recording  secretary,  J.  F.  Lewis.  M.  D.,  1  ittle  Reck ;  corresponding  secretary,  W.  A.  Jones,  M.  D., 
Plommerville;  treasurer,  A.  J.  Widener,  M.  D.,  Little  Rock.    Meets  in  Little  Rock,  May  19, 1897. 

CALIFORNIA.-  Officer*:  President,  R.  W.  Musgrave,  M.  D.,  Hanford  ;  1st  vice-president, 
£.  H.  Mattner.  If.  D..  San  Francisco;  '2nd  vice-president,  Florence  B.  Wall.,  M.  D.,  Valley  Springs; 
secretary,  B.  Stetson,  M.  D.,  Oskland ;  corresponding  secretary.  J.  C.  Bainbridge,  M.  D.,  San  Fran- 
cisco; treasurer,  H.  W.  Hunsaker,  San  Francisco.    Meets  at  San  Francitco,  November,  1K97. 

COLORACO.-C^f:  President,  T.  W.  Miles,  M  D.,  corner  17th  &  Stout  streets,  Denver. 
Meets  in  spring  of  1897. 

CONNECTICUT.-r^foTj:  President,  Jas.  T.  Ton ks,  M.  D.,  Waterbury;  vice-president, 
£.  H.  [Marsh,  M.  D..  Msnf  field  'Centie;  treasurer,  Leroy  A.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Higganum  :  secretary, 
Elizabeth  G.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Bridgeport.    Meets  at . 

DELAWARE. -No  Society. 

DIST.  OF  COLUMBIA. -No Society. 

FLORIDA.-No  Society.] 

GEORGIA. -Officers- 

ILLINOIS.—  Officers:  President,  G.  R.  Shafer.  M.  D.,  Morton;  1st  vice-president,  H.  J. 
Farnuxn,  M.  D.v  Chicago;  2nd  vice-president,  F.  K.  Martin,  M.  D.,  Wenona;  treasurer,  Susan  K. 
Whitfoid,  M.  D.,  Elgin:  recording  secretary,  W.  E.  Kinnett,  M.  D.,  Yoikville;  corresponding  sec- 
retary. T.  J.  Ex  ton,  M.  D.  Armstrong.    Meets  at  Springfield,  May  19  and  20. 

INDIANA.—  Offictrs:  President,  Thos.  Spaulding,  M.  D..  Terre  Haute;  1st  vice-president, 
P.  B.Wright,  M.  D.,  Indianapolis;  2nd  vice-president,  R.  M.  Howe,  M.  D.,  Edinburg;  recording 
secretary.  W.  P.  Best,  M.  D.,  Dublin  ;  corresponding  secretary,  C.  G.  Winter.  M.  D.,  Indianapolis  ; 
treasurer.  A.  E.  Tcague,  M.  DM  Indianapolis.    Meets  at  Indianspolis,  May  12, 1897. 

IOWA. —  Officers:  President,  B.  T.  Gadd,  M.  D.  Mitchellville;  vice-president,  Hattie  F. 
Wbitacre,  M.  D..  Pes  Moines;  recording  secretary,  E.  D.  Wiley,  M.  D.,  Des  Moines;  corresponding 
secretary.  G.  P.  Burtchby,  M.  D.,  Montezuma;  treasurer,  W.  W.  Maple,  M.  D.,  Des  Moines.  Meets  at 
Des  Moines,  May  19  and  20, 1897. 1 

KANSAS.-  Officer s :  President,  J.  N.  Page,  M.  D.,  Ellis;  1st  vice-picsident,  J.  B.  Manley, 
M.  D.,  Quencmo ;  2nd  vice- pre  sident,  Thoa.  Kirk,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  Burr  Oak ;  secretary,  E.  B.  Packer,  M.  D., 
Osage  City ;  treasurer,  W.  G.  Hamilton,  M.  D„  Topeka.    Meets  in  Topeka,  May, . 

KENTUCKY.- Officers :  Prefident,  L.  J.  Poe,  M.  D.,  Butler ;  vice-president,  M.  L.  Smiley, 
M.  D.,  Catlettsburg ;  secretary,  G.  W.  Brown,  M.  D.,  Newport;  treasurer,  F.  J.  Locke,  M.  D.,  New- 
port.   Meets  at  Newport,  May  11 ,  1897. 

LOU  I  SI  AN  A. -No  Society. 

MAINE—  Officers:  President,  T.  J.  Batchelder,  M.  D.,  Machias;  vice-president,  Henry 
Reny,  M.  D.,  Biddeford:  recoiding  secretary,  J.  L.  Wright,  M.  D.,  Durham:  corresponding  secre- 
tary. Wm.  C.  Hatch,  M.  D.,  New  Sharon;  treasurer,  T.J.  Batchelder,  M.  D.,  Machias.  Meets  at 
Portland,  May  26, 1897. 2 

MARYLAND.-No  Society. 

MASSACHUSETTS. -0#c^rj.  President,  P.  S.  W.  Geddes,  M.  D.,  Winchendon ;  vice- 
president,  D.  L.  Pcwe,  M.  D..  Providence  ■  recording  secrets!  y,  Pitts  E.  Howes,  M.  D.,  Boston  ,  cor- 
responding secretary,  A.  J.  McCrea,  M.  D.,  Soulhbridge ;  treasurer,  E.  E.  Spencer,  M.  D.,  Cambridge. 
Meets  at  Boston,  Jane  8  and  4, 1897. 

MICHIGAN.—  Officers:  President,  E.  E.  Bronson,  M.  D.,  Ganges;  1st  vice-president,  H.  C. 
Maynard,  M.  D.,  Hartford;  2nd  vice-president,  N.  M.  Dull  urn,  M.  D.,  Flint ;  3rd  vice-president,  C.  H. 
Lamoreanz,  M.  D.,  Lansing;  secretary,  John  Lamoreaux,  M.  D.,  Lansing;  treasurer,  Wm.  H. 
Snyder.  M.  D.*  Hastings.    Meets  at  Jackson,  May  12, 1897. ' 

MINNESOTA.-No  Society. 
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MISSISSIPPI.-No  Society. 

MISSOURI.—  Offi-.ers:  President.  M  M.  Hambliu.  M.  D.f  St.  Louis;  1st  vice-presi< 
<;  Walker.  M.  D.,  Cross  Timbers;  secretary.  W.  8.  Smith.  M.  D.,  Catawissa ;  treasurer,  1 
Vorbeck,  M.  D..  St.  Louis;  corresponding  secretary,  K.  L.  Standlee,  M.  D  ,  St.  Louis.  Meets  a 
Louis,  June,  1S97. 

N  ^TIONAL.-O^vj.  President,  D.  Maclean,  M.  D.,  San  Francisco.  Cal. ;  1st  vice-p 
dent.  G.  W.Johnson.  M.  D  .  San  Antonio,  Texas;  2nd  vice-president.  T.  W.  Miles.  M.  D.,  Dei 
Colo-'  3rd  vice-president.  Harriet  C.  Hinds,  M.  D.,  East  Orange,  N.  J.;  corresponding  secre 
Pilts  E  Howes.  M.  D.t  Boston,  Mass.;  recording  secretary,  W.  E.  Kinnett,  M.  D.,  Yorkville 
treasurer,  W.  T.  Geramill,  M.  D.,  Forest,  Ohio.  Meets  at  Lake  Minnetonka,  Minn.,  June 
and  17. 

NEBRASKA.— Offi.ers:  President,  H.  B.  Crummins,  M.  D.,  Seward;  1st  vice-p resii 
n.  M.  Moore.  M.  D.,  Brad4haw:  2nd  vice-president.  W.  K.  Loughridge.  M.  D  ,  Pleasant  Dale 
vice-president,  W.  S.  Yeagar,  M.  D.,  Omaha;  secretary,  F.  L.  Wilmuth,  M.  D.Eagle;  treas 
1.  D,  Howard,  M.  D..  Harvard.    Meets  at  Omaha,  May  11, 12  and  18, 1897. 

NEW  ENGLAND  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  ASSOCI  ATION.-0#^rj.  \ 
tatt,  H.  N.  Waite,  M.  D.,  Johnson,  Vt. ;  1st  vice-president,  S.  B.  Munn,  M.  D.,  Waterbury,  O 
2nd  vice-president.  P.  W.  Abbott,  M.  D.,  Taunton,  Mass. ;  3rd  vice-president.  T.  J.  Batchelder,  1 
Mschias.  Maine;  recording  secretary,  W.  F.  Fleet,  M.  D.,  Cambridge  Mass.;  treasurer,  H.  N.  W 
M   D.,  Johnson.  Vt.    Meets  at  Montpelier,  Vt  ,  June  1,  2  and  8, 1897. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE.— Officers:  President,  W.  P.  Templeton.  M.  D,  Manchester,  s 
tary<  N.  L.  True,  M.  D.,  Laconia.    Meets  at . 

NEW  JERSBY.-0#cm:  President,  David  P.  Borden.  M.  D. ;  vice-President,  J.  1 
Poller,  M.  D. ;  secretary.  Aminda  W.  Taft,  M.  D.,  Newark;  treasurer,  Anna  T.  Ntveson,  N 
Newark.    Meets  at . 

NEW  Y  DRK.— Offiers:  President.  F.  H.  Lawrence.  M.  D..  Kanoua;  recording  secre 
S.  B.  Harvey.  M.  D.,  New  York  City;  secretary  and  treasurer,  O.  W.  Sutton,  M.  D.,  Bath.  Mee 
New  York  CUy,  March  28  and  29. 

OHIO.—  Ojffirtrs :    President.  B.  K.Jones.  M.  D.,  Kenton;  vice-president.  B.  McMilten,  M 
Cvtumbus;  2nd  vice-president.  F.  S.  W.  Cook,  M.  D.,  Toledo;  recording  secretary,  W.  S.  Tui 
M.  D,  Waynesfield;   corresponding  secretary,  F.  O.  Williams,  M.  D.,  Columbus;  treasurer 
\\\  itttr mute,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati.    Meets  at  Put-in-Bay,  July  6, 7  and  8. 

OREGON. -Offlcers- 

PENNSYLVANIA.-O^fm:  President.  J.  H.  Haxen,  M.  D.f  Dempseytown ;  1st 
president,  Wood  Fulton,  M.  D..  Newcastle;  2nd  vice-president,  L.  A.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Espy* 
recordin  f  secretary,  J  3hn  Kaye,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia;  corresponding  secretary,  C.  E.  Spicer,  M 
Ceutreville ;  treasurer,  J.  E.  Bangert,  M.  D.,  Shippensville.    Meets  at . 

RHODE  ISLAND. -No  Society. 

TENNE33EE,-0^-m:  President,  B.  L.  Simmons,  M.  D..  Granville:  1st  vice-presi. 
A  Howler,  M.  D..  Union  City:  2nd  vice-president,  M.  H.  Pitts,  M.  D.,  McMinnville;  corresponi 
R=cretary,  M.  M.  Harvill,  M.  D.,  Nashville;  recording  secretary,  T.  B.  Halbert,  M.  D.,  Nashi 
treasurer,  John  O.  Cummins,  M.  D„  Isom.    Meets  at  Nashville,  June  8,  9  and  10. 

TEXA8.-0#'^-  President,  W.  J.  Bell,  M.  D.,  Gainesville  ;  secretary.  L.  &  Downs,  1 
Galveston  ;  treasurer,  J.  H.  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  Dallas.    Next  meeting  at . 

UTAH.— Officers:  President,  A.  L.  Davison,  M.  D.,  Mt.  Pleasant;  vice-president.  R.  A. 
brourk.  M.  D.,  Salt  Lake  City;    secretary  and   treasurer,  J.  W.  Taylor,  M.  D.,  Salt  Lake 


Meets  at  . 

WASHINGTON.-Offlcers- 

WEST  VIRGINIA.-*^*?™.'  President,  H.  M.  Campbell,  M.  D.,  Parkersburg;  1st 
president,  G.  R.  Fox,  M.  D..  Clendenin;  2nd  vice-president,  A.  J.  Diddle,  M.  D.,  Winifred ;  recon 
secretary  and  treasurer,  Mary  S.  Baron,  M.  D.,  Wheeling;  corresponding  secretary,  L.  S.  Ri 
M    D.,  Wheeling.    Meets  at  Parkersburg,  May  12  and  18. 

WISCONSIN. -Officers- 
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CHRONIC    GASTRITIS. 
By  Prof.  H.  T.  Webster,  n.  D.t  Oakland,  Cal. 

CHRONIC  gastritis  is  otherwise  known  as  chronic  gastric  catarrh 
and  chronic  dyspepsia.  It  is  a  disturbance  of  digestion,  attended 
by  an  excess  of  gastric  mucous  secretion,  with  vitiation  of  the  digest- 
ive juices  from  fermentative  products,  and  finally  alteration  of  the 
structural  integrity  of  the  stomachal  walla 

The  cause*  of  this  condition  are  numerous  and  varied  in  character, 
but  all  tend  to  one  result — difficult  and  protracted  digestion,  with 
consequent  formation,  within  the  stomach,  of  fermentative  products. 
It  may  result  from  acute  gastritis,  though  it  is  more  liable  to  arise 
from  indiscretions  in  diet,  such  as  the  use  of  improper  food,  excessive 
addiction  to  tea,  coffee,  tobacco,  or  alcohol,  irregular  and  hasty  eating 
with  insufficient  insalivation  and  mastication,  or  from  the  habit  of 
drinking  ice- water,  or  the  use  of  iced  foods  during  meals.  It  may 
occasionally  arise  as  a  reflex  from  rectal,  prostatic  or  uterine  irrita- 
tion. Certain  constitutional  diseases  as  anaemia,  chlorosis,  tubercu- 
losis, gout,  nephritis,  diabetes,  and  malarial  cachexia,  may  be  attend- 
ed or  preceded  by  it  Frequently  pulmonary  phthisis  or  chronic 
interstitial  nephritis  may  be  heralded  for  months  by  gastric  catarrh, 
long  before  the  impending  causal  disease  has  been  declared  by  its 
symptoms ;  slow  and  inadequate  digestion  of  food  encouraging  the 
growth  of  the  yeast  plant,  sarcina,  and  other  elements  of  fermentation 
in  the  stomach,  and  thus  giving  rise  to  irritation  of  the  gastric  mucosa. 
Portal  obstruction,  by  causing  engorgement  of  the  gastric  capillaries, 
may  retard  digestion,  and  finally,  through  disturbance  of  the  func- 
vol.  lvil — 12 
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tions  of  the  gastric  tubules  and  resultant  slow  and  feeble  digest 
permit  the  accumulation  of  sufficient  provoking  cause  to  bring  c 
chronic  catarrh,  it  therefore  being  frequently  associated  with  actfr 
passive  hepatic  congestion,  hepatic  cirrhosis,  splenic  hypertro] 
pancreatic  disease,  or  cardiac  or  pulmonary  engorgement  It  ma 
associated  with  certain  local  diseases  of  the  stomach,  such  as  car 
ulceration,  and  dilatation. 

Any  cause  which  habitually  prolongs  and  retards  digestion,  fa 
the  development  and  growth  in  the  stomach  of  such  fermentative 
ments  as  the  sarcina  ventriculi  and  torulfe ;  their  products  eve 
ally  giving  rise  to  chronic  irritation  of  the  gastric  mucosa. 

Pathologists  recognize  two  forms  of  the  disease :  (1)  the  simp 
common,  and  (2)  the  sclerotic,  the  second  form  being  rare.  The 
pie  form  is  attended  by  hypertrophy  of  the  intertubular  mucous  n 
brane,  with  consequent  choking  out  of  the  gastric  tubules  ;  whiL 
second  is  attended  by  atrophy  of  the  entire  mucous  membrane,  as 
as  of  the  secreting  structures.  The  first  is  marked  by  profuse  s 
tion  of  mucus,  with  restriction  of  the  normal  amount  of  gastric  j 
the  lining  of  the  stomach  being  covered  with  a  tenacious  coa 
which  mechanically  and  chemically  interferes  with  normal  chyl 
tion  ;  while  the  second  is  characterized  by  dryness,  or  lack  of  s 
tion,  not  only  of  gastric  juice,  but  of  mucus,  the  organ  being  dils 
its  walls  thinned  and  atrophied,  with  fatty  degeneration  of  its  gla 
lar  elementa  In  another  sclerotic  form  (which  is  exceedingly 
there  is  fibrous  degeneration  of  the  gastric  walls,  the  muscular  s 
ture  being  thickened  with  fibrous  growth  from  hyperplasia  ol 
connective  tissue,  until  the  coats  are  contracted  and  hardened 
viscus  being  lessened  in  size  and  concentrated,  until  its  outlines 
be  traced  through  the  abdominal  walls  by  palpation. 

In  the  common  form,  removal  of  the  tenaceous  gray  mucus  cov< 
the  interior  surface  of  the  stomach,  will  reveal  more  or  less  alter 
of  structure  in  the  mucous  membrane,  the  amount  and  charade 
pending  upon  the  duration  and  severity  of  the  disease.  (Edemj 
spots,  covered  with  granulations,  ecchymoses,  and  more  or  less  e 
sive  areas  of  pigmentation,  are  distributed  over  the  surface.  T 
ening  of  the  mucous  membrane  is  prominent,  especially  about  th< 
loris,and  this  may  be  so  extensive  as  to  obstruct  the  opening,  the 
osis  resulting  in  gradual  dilatation-gastrectasia.  In  some  cases  the 
mucous  tissue  is  implicated,  the  thickening  being  attended  by 
tration  of  the  structure  with  migrating  connective  tissue  cells,  an 
development  of  adventitious  fibrous  growth,  which  renders  the 
firm  and  unwieldy,  and  interferes  greatly  with' normal  peristalti 
tion.  Mammillation  of  the  surface  of  the  mucous  membrane,  d 
obstruction  of  the  tubules  by  pressure  from  intertubular  hypertn 
and  consequent  distension  by  their  secretions  until  they  stanc 
prominently,  may  be  observed.  Another  form  of  mammillati 
that  which  attends  hypertrophy  of  the  glandular  structures ;  th 
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suiting  in  an  increased  area  of  mucous  surface,  which,  being  more 
voluminous  than  the  basement  membrane,  is  thrown  into  folds  or  cor- 
rugations. As  the  disease  continues,  the  muscular  coats  may  be  in- 
volved in  the  processes  of  thickening,  and  the  peristaltic  movements 
become  still  more  impeded,  and  finally  the  serous  layer  may  be  in- 
volved, and  adhesions  occur  between  opposing  surfaces  of  the  reflected 
peritoneum. 

In  long-standing  cases,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  pylorus  and 
its  immediate  vicinity  may  be  the  seat  of  abrasions,  superficial  ulcers 
of  circular  shape,  varying  from  half  an  inch  to  an  inch  in  diameter, 
occupying  this  region,  the  intervening  mucous  membrane  being  red- 
dened and  oedematous.  The  ulcers  are  superficial,  rarely  extending 
deeper  than  the  mucous  membrane,  their  bases  being  covered  with 
mucous  cells,  epithelium,  and  nuclei  Minute  plants  of  ulceration 
may  appear  scattered  about  over  the  entire  mucous  surface,  marking 
the  location  of  similarly  affected  solitary  and  lenticular  glands.  The 
inflammation  usually  extends  to  the  duodenal  mucous  membrane,  sim- 
ilar changes  occurring  here,  and  the  common  bile  duct  may  be  involved 
during  aggravations,  icteric  symptoms,  from  obstruction  at  various 
intervals,  signalizing  such  complication.  Dilatation  of  the  stomach 
mar  attend  some  cases,  and  contraction  of  its  walls  others,  as  varying 
pathological  changes  predominate.  Amyloid  degeneration  of  the 
walls  of  the  stomach  may  occur  in  advanced  cases,  secondary  to  waxy 
changes  in  the  liver  and  spleen.  Fatty  infiltration  of  the  tubules  is 
sometimes  detected  under  the  microscope,  and  occasionally  fatty  de- 
generation of  the  intertubular  structures. 

Symptom*. — Indigestion  is  the  prominent  symptom,  a  great  variety 
of  unpleasant  accompaniments  being  liable  to  attend.  Heartburn, 
associated  with  weight  and  fullness  in  the  epigastric  region,  follows 
eating,  and  continues  for  hours,  as  soon  as  the  disease  develops.  Later 
on,  there  is  actual  pain,  of  a  burning,  acrid  nature,  attended  by  eruc- 
tations of  gases  and  fluids,  sour  risings,  and  tenderness  on  pressure 
over  the  epigastrium.  Darting  rpains  radiate  from  the  stomach  into 
the  pectoral  region,  or  backward  toward  the  scapula?,  and  these  may 
be  aggravated  by  pressure.  Burning  along  the  oesophagus  and  in  the 
mouth,  especially  about  the  tongue,  with  increased  mucous  secretion 
here  is  common,  and  even  the  lips  may  share  in  this  unpleasant  sen- 
sation. The  tongue  is  often  red  and  slick,  the  papilla?  being  elevated 
and  the  tip  pointed,  though  in  other  cases  the  general  appearance  of 
the  organ  may  be  normal.  Craving  for  food  (boulimnia)  is  a  frequent 
symptom,  this  amounting  to  an  almost  constant,  unsatisfied  gnawing 
sensation  in  the  epigastrium,  in  many  instances,  though  a  small  por- 
tion of  food  may  satisfy  it  for  a  short  time,  during  which  the  torments 
of  difficult  and  painful  digestion  are  experienced.  A  metallic  taste  is 
frequently  present  between  periods  of  eating. 

In  aggravated  cases  vomiting  is  a  frequent  symptom,  the  material 
ejected  consisting  of  partially  digested  food  mixed  with  a  large  quan- 
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MicaosoopicAL  Desks  from  Oatabshal  Stomach, 

a,  sarclnn  ventrical!, 

b,  yeast  plant. 

cv  bacteria  and  coed, 
d,  epithelial  cells, 
a,  lencccytes. 
f,  starch  granules. 
.    g,  fat  globules, 
h,  muscular  fiber. 
1.  fat  needles, 
k,  vegetable  calls. 


tity  of  mucus,  among  which  may  be  detected  sarcinae  ventricu 
ulfiB,  and  varieties  of  bacilli  and  micrococci  There  is  absence 
drochloric  acid  here  in  most  cases,  lactic  acid,  associated  with  t 
or  acetic  acid,  replacing  it,  though  in  rare  cases  there  may  be 
sive  secretion  of  hydrochloric  acid.     Digestion  is  necessarily  n 

under  these  circums 
and  if  the  stomach 
gated  and  siphoned 
hours  after  eating, 
gested  food  will  s 
found  in  the  washin 
The  bowels  are  i 
constipated,  though 
verse  may  be  the  cai 
digested  food  then  ] 
through  the  intesti 
nal  soon  after  it  i 
lowed  (lientery). 

Cardiac  pal  pita  ti 
quently  attends  the 
ve  process,  and  the  1 
uous  throbbing  ma 
to  be  communicatee 
sensitive  stomach,  accumulation  of  gases  aggravating  the  dif 
and  eructation  affording  only  partial  temporary  relief.  Sti 
pains  in  the  cardiac  region  may  be  added  to  the  tumultuous 
and  vertigo  is  not  unfrequently  associated  with  it 

A  dry  cough,  termed  "stomach  cough,' '  is  often  present,  thif 
partly  due,  probably,  to  pharyngeal  irritation,  and  partly,  in 
cases,  to  voluntary  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  patient  in  seeking 
from  praBcordial  oppression  and  epigastric  discomfort 

Among  the  general  symptoms  are  headache,  languor,  melan 
and  emaciation.  Where  atrophic  conditions  of  the  gastric  tubu 
present,  anaemia  is  a  prominent  symptom. 

Diagnosis. — The  use  of  the  stomach-tube  will  afford  the  best 
of  diagnosis.  If  siphonage  be  practiced  an  hour  or  so  after  < 
hydrochloric  acid  will  usually  be  absent,  and  lactic  acid,  assi 
with  fatty  acids,  appears,  a  large  amount  of  mucus  being  prese 
siphonage  be  practiced  seven  hours  after  eating,  undigested  fo 
be  found  still  remaining  in  the  stomach,  while  in  cases  of  fun 
dyspepsia  it  will  have  disappeared.  Malignant  disease  will 
eluded  by  lack  of  cachexia,  absence  of  perceptible  tumor  upon 
tion,  and  by  the  character  of  the  material  vomited,  coffee-groui 
terial  soon  appearing  in  cancer.  In  gastric  ulcer,  a  diagnostic 
is  frequent  hematemesis  of  bright  blood. 

Prognosis. — Chronic  gastritis  will  usually  improve  readily 
rational  treatment,  unless  there  be  associated  with  it  gastric 
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cancer,  gastrectasia,  or  organic  hepatic,  renal,  or  pulmonary  disease. 

When  neglected  it  may  continue  for  years,  and  eventually  terminate 
in  nicer  or  pyloric  stenosis,  with  resultant  perforation  or  dilatation. 
A  sympathetic  disease  of  the  supra  renal  capsules  is  not  an  unfrequent 
complication,  the  supra-renal  bodies  seeming  to  sustain  a  peculiar 
relation  of  this  nature  to  gastric  irritation.  The  marked  emaciation 
which  attends  long-continued  cases  renders  the  patient  susceptible  to 
attacks  of  acute  disease,  and  he  is  liable  to  succumb  suddenly  to  some 
attack  of  this  kind,  to  hematemesis,  or  to  the  immediate  results  of 
pyloric  stricture. 

Treatment. — An  important  part  of  treatment  is  the  abandonment, 
so  far  as  possible,  of  all  exciting  or  perpetuating  causes.  If  the  sub- 
ject has  been  in  the  habit  of  using  alcoholic  liquors,  he  should  do 
away  with  them  at  once  and  forever.  As  a  substitute,  three  parts  of 
Howe's  viburnum  cordial  and  one  part  of  specific  avena  sativa  should 
be  combined,  and  resource  be  had  to  the  mixture  in  acceptable  doses 
repeated  as  often  as  necessary  until  all  depression  and  craving  for  the 
accustomed  stimulant  have  passed  away.  A  habit  of  using  ice-water 
or  iced  drinks  or  foods  should  be  dispensed  with  under  all  circum- 
stances, warm  foods  and  drinks  of  bland  and  digestible  character 
being  most  applicable  to  restorative  processes.  Over  eating  and  the 
use  of  objectionable  food  should  be  avoided  ;  and  this  will  be  no  easy 
trial  for  the  patient  if  he  be  allowed  to  partake  of  meals  in  company 
with  healthy  persons,  as  the  food  which  they  are  accustomed  to  eat 
will  not  be  at  all  applicable  to  his  case,  and  the  power  of  association 
may  be  so  strong  as  to  over-persuade  him  to  transgress  again  and 
again,  to  the  complete  defeat  of  curative  measures.  It  will  be  better 
for  him  to  eat  alone  and  restrict  himself  to  small  quantities  of  judi- 
ciously selected  foods,  taken  at  more  frequent  periods  than  in  health, 
masticating  slowly.  Fats  and  carbo-hydrates  should  be  generally 
avoided,  and  complete  abstinence  from  pastries,  griddle-cakes,  fried 
foods,  cheese,  pickles,  and  tea  and  coffee  should  be  observed. 

Sometimes,  when  there  is  nephritic  or  cardiac  complication  (and 
even  in  severe  cases  without  complication),  a  milk  diet  adhered  to 
strictly  for  several  weeks,  will  afford  the  best  results.  In  order  to 
prevent  the  formation  of  hard  curds,  the  milk  should  be  diluted  with 
soda-water,  lime-water,  or  other  alkaline  fluida  Where  there  is  atro- 
phy of  the  peptic  glands,  pancreatinized  milk  may  be  more  appropri- 
ate. Sometimes,  when  the  stomach  is  very  weak  and  the  milk  causes 
nausea,  it  may  be  necessary  to  remove  the  cream  before  it  is  taken. 
Many  persons  will  prefer  butter-milk,  and  this  may  be  allowed  freely 
when  preferred.  From  one  to  three  quarts  of  milk  or  butter-milk  may 
betaken  every  twenty-four  hours,  four  ounces  being  allowed  at  a 
time  with  two-hour  intervals,  the  amount  being  gradually  increased 
and  the  intervals  lengthened,  as  improvement  succeeds. 

When  milk  does  not  sustain  the  strength  (though  such  cases  will 
be  rare),  underdone  beef,  or,  what  is  better,  raw,  scraped  beef,  may 
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be  allowed  in  connection  with  it,  one  or  two  ounces  at  a  time,  tw 
three  times  a  day,  being  sufficient,  though  the  amount  may  b< 
creased  as  the  patient's  ability  to  digest  food  improves.  Broths 
soups  should  be  avoided,  and  tea,  coffee,  and  cocoa  should  be  i 
sparingly,  if  at  all,  and  without  milk  or  sugar.  Oysters,  raw,  br 
or  panned  are  allowable,  and  als  >  stale  bread  without  butter,  01 
least  with  but  a  sparing  quantity.  Where  there  is  an  excessive  am 
of  hydrochloric  acid  secreted,  the  patient  will  live  best  on  rare 
beef,  rare  steaks,  or  the  breast  of  chicken  eaten  with  stale  bread.  1 
should  be  thoroughly  cooked  for  such  persons,  and  will  then  be 
tolerated.  If  an  egg  be  boiled  for  an  hour,  the  yolk,  with  a  little 
added,  will  agree  with  the  most  delicate  stomach.  Where  there 
strong  tendency  for  food  to  undergo  decomposition  in  the  stora 
salted  and  smoked  meats  and  fish  may  sometimes  agree  better 
other  articles  of  diet  Here,  cream-cDdfish,  dried  beef,  jerked 
son,  caviare,  etc.,  may  be  carefully  tried  in  succession,  in  small  q 
tities,  that  the  diet  may  be  varied.  Cured  meats  may  be  empl 
for  the  manufacture  of  cream  gravy  to  be  eaten  on  toast  or  stale  bi 
the  solid  part  being  rejected. 

Saccharine,  starchy,  and  farinaceous  foods  are  almost  certa 
undergo  lactic  and  butyric  acid  fermentation  in  the  stomach  t» 
their  digestion  can  be  completed,  producing  flatulency,  with  er 
tion  of  gases  and  sour  fluids.  A  person  afflicted  with  chronic  gas 
should  endeavor  to  live  carefully  and  abstemiously  after  reco 
throughout  his  life,  as  it  is  not  a  difficult  matter  to  provoke  a  re 
of  the  disease.  During  treatment,  business  cares  and  all  othe 
sponsibilities  should  be  avoided,  that  no  expenditure  of  energy 
be  made  in  an  unnecessary  direction,  neither  physical  nor  menta 
ertion  being  conducive  to  improvement  The  case  of  Louis  Con 
the  Venetian,  is  not  to  be  forgotten  in  this  connection,  for  it  illust 
the  remarkable  effect  of  careful  living  upon  those  almost  hopel< 
afflicted. 

Though  my  information  does  not  justify  me  in  asserting  tha 
was  a  sufferer  from  chronic  gastritis,  the  narrative  at  least  sug, 
such  a  condition.  Born  with  wealth,  he  was  endowed  with  mean: 
leisure  to  abandon  himself  to  high  and  prodigal  living.  But  a 
constitution,  broken  down  at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  from  riotous 
ing  and  other  excesses,  rendered  life  a  burden  to  him.  The  nex 
years  were  passed  in  almost  constant  misery,  and  at  the  age  of  f 
his  physician  informed  him  that  nothing  could  prolong  his  life 
than  two  or  three  years,  and  temperate  habits  were  advised  a; 
means  to  relieve  his  sufferings  during  that  time.  He  now  bega 
gradually  reduce  the  amount  of  food,  both  liquid  and  solid,  consu 
until  he  at  length  only  took  what  nature  absolutely  required.  ' 
according  to  his  own  statement,  was  a  difficult  course  to  pursue, 
he  often  relapsed  to  over-eating ;  but  he  finally  succeeded  (wit 
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year)  in  adopting  permanently  a  spare  and  moderate  system,  and  was 
already  restored  to  perfect  health. 

Being  now  an  enthusiast,  he  preceded  from  moderation  to  abstemi- 
ousness, and  diminished  his  daily  allowance  until  the  yolk  of  an  egg 
sufficed  him  for  a  meaL  Health  and  spirits  improved,  and  he  soon 
became  able  to  derive  more  pleasure  from  a  small  meal  of  dry  bread 
than  the  most  tempting  viands  of  a  richly  laden  table  had  afforded 
him  in  his  days  of  excesses.  Such  a  course,  persevered  in,  with  the 
avoidance  of  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  enabled  him,  after  almost  end- 
ing his  life  at  thirty-five,  to  recuperate  and  become  a  centenarian. 
Modern  experiences  often  bring  us  in  contact  with  somewhat  similar 
cases,  where  individuals  in  desperation,  after  a  prolonged  treatment 
for  chronic  gastritis  without  benefit,  recover  under  self  imposed  starv- 
ation. 

The  constant  and  prolonged  fermentation  is  the  principle  cause  of 
perpetuation  of  the  disease,  and  the  cleansing  of  the  stomach  of  mucus 
and  fermentative  products  is  the  direct  way  out  of  the  difficulty. 
Modern  times  have  afforded  us  superior  advantages  in  this  respect, 
and  there  is  now  little  difficulty  in  curing  uncomplicated  capes  of 
chronic  gastritis,  even  of  long  standing.  If  complications  exist  they 
should  )>e  removed  if  possible,  and  the  problem  then  becomes  as  clear 
as  ever.  The  tenacious  mucus,  which  serves  as  a  nidus  for  fermenta- 
tive products,  must  be  removed,  and  the  interior  of  the  stomach  kept 
cleansed,  when  little  other  treatment,  except  a  proper  regimen,  is  re- 
quired. We  possess  two  effective  measures  for  this  purpose,  which 
may  be  employed  singly,  or  combined.  I  refer  to  (1)  lavage  and  (2) 
disinfection  and  cleansing  with  hydrozone. 

Lavage  is  an  efficient  means  of  cleansing  the  stomachal  cavity.  It 
is  performed  by  the  aid  of  an  elongated  soft-rubber  tube,  to  one  ex- 
tremity of  which  is  attached  a  glass  funnel.  Dealers  in  rubber  goods 
furnish  these  tubes  upon  application,  with  open  lower  end,  fenestrated 
sides,  and  raised  ridge  to  indicate  the  point  of  sufficient  introduction, 
this  being  at  the  lips  when  the  tubs  is  in  situ.  In  order  to  introduce 
it,  it  is  first  coiled  in  a  bowl  containing  cold  or  warm  milk,  according 
to  the  preference  of  the  patient,  and  the  fenestrated  extremity  is  then 
passed  over  the  protruded  tongue  into  the  lower  part  of  the  pharynx, 
the  patient  assisting  its  onward  motion  by  efforts  at  swallowing  ac- 
companied by  deep  inspirations.  Steady  pushing  will  now  carry  the 
instrument  into  the  oesophagus,  and  it  will  then  glide  easily  along 
until  the  lower  end  passes  into  the  stomach,  when  the  funnel  should 
be  affixed.  It  may  be  necessary  for  the  physician  to  assist'in  the  intro- 
duction forffour  or  five  times,  after  which  the  patient  will  be  able  to 
attend  to  it  for  himself.  After  initiation,  the  patient  holds  the  funnel 
in  the  left  hand,  and  a  flask  of  the  fluid  to  be  used  in  the  right,  fills 
the  funnel  and  raises  it  above  his  head,  when  the  contents  flow  into 
the  stomach  (irrigation).  The  funnel  is  immediately  depressed  be- 
low the  level  of  the  stomach,  when  the  principle  of  siphon  age  operates 
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to  withdraw  the  liquid  contents,  which  are  allowed  to  flow  into  a 
placed  between  the  patient's  feet  Lavage  is  therefore  divided 
two  stages,  viz.,  irrigation  and  siphonage. 


LAVAOE:  iBBXOATIOir  AH©  SlPHOWAOB. 

Reflex  irrigation,  such  as  nausea  and  vomiting  with  dyspi 
which  may  attend  the  beginning  of  this  measure,  may  tisuall 
quieted  by  the  administration  of  a  single  dose  of  twenty  grail 
bromide  of  potassium,  taken  an  hour  or  so  beforehand.  When 
presence  of  the  tube  in  the  stomach  prorokes  vomiting,  the  imme* 
introduction  of  a  little  fluid  to  remove  the  gastric  surface  from  coi 
with  the  extremity  of  the  tube  will  be  sufficient,  usually,  to  quie 
reflex. 

The  amount  of  fluid  to  be  used  at  a  time  should  be  small  at  firs 
vomiting  is  easily  excited,  and  until  the  stomach  becomes  used  t< 
measure,  a  pint  will  be  sufficient  As  treatment  progresses,  how 
one,  two,  or  three  quarts  may  be  used  at  a  time  without  inconveni< 
and  this  may  be  repeated  every  day,  in  the  morning  before  eatin, 

The  solutions  should  be  warm  (98.5  F.  or  thereabout),  and  may 
sist  of  simply  alkaline  solutions,  a  drachm  and  a  half  of  Glau 
salt  to  a  quart  of  water  constituting  a  popular  fluid  for  the  pur 
I  find  weak  solutions  of  asepsin  excellent,  and  have  used  boracic 
as  a  medicament  with  satisfaction.  Long-standing  cases  of  un 
plicated  chronic  gastritis  recover  completely  in  a  few  months  or 
treatment,  without  the  assistance  of  other  measures,  except  pi 
attention  to  dieting.  Mucus  and  retained  fermentative  elements 
products  are  thus  removed,  and  the  mucous  membrane  is  arous 
normal  action,  the  hyperemia  subsiding,  and  the  irritated  su 
returning  to  a  healthy  condition. 

The  introduction  of  hydrozone  as  a  remedy  in  this  conditio! 
another  innovation  of  remarkable  value.  A  drachm  of  March* 
hydrozone,  added  to  four  ounces  of  boiled  water,  and  drunk  whil 
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stomach  is  empty,  exerts  a  powerful  influence  in  dissolving  and  re- 
moving the  tenacious  mucus,  destroying  microbic  elements  of  fer- 
mentation, and  stimulating  normal  action  in  the  diseased  mucous 
surface.  The  best  results  follow  its  use  in  the  morning  before  break- 
fast, the  patient  taking  it  while  in  bed,  and  remaining  on  the  left  side 
for  ten  minutes  before  rising.  It  may  be  taken  oftener,  but  once  a 
day  will  suffice,  and  it  may  be  advantageously  used  in  this  manner 
after  the  practice  of  lavage. 

The  hydrozone  may  produce  acrid  sensations  in  the  stomach  at  first, 
and  the  patient  may  complain  of  an  unpleasant  taste  following  its 
action ;  but,  as  the  irritated  gastric  surface  becomes  toned  under  its 
influence,  this  will  pass  away,  and  sensitiveness  to  its  action  will  sub- 
side. Where  there  seems  to  be  considerable  objection,  the  amount 
may  be  considerably  lessened  until  the  patient  becomes  accustomed 
to  its  action,  and  until  the  sensitive  mucous  surfaces  become  more 
tolerant 

The  important  step  in  chronic  gastric  catarrh,  as  in  catarrh  of  all 
other  mucous  cavities,  is  the  cleansing  of  the  part  from  ropy  mucus, 
which  clogs  the  glandular  organs,  and  serves  as  a  nidus  for  the  ope- 
ration of  agents  of  fermentation.  Glycozone  may  sometimes  be  pre- 
ferred, glycerine  possessing  individual  virtue  in  certain  cases  of  indi- 
gestation  with  fermentation. 

With  attention  to  such  details  as  have  already  been  described,  little 
more  is  necessary  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  Some  advise,  in 
the  absence  or  lack  of  the  normal  amount  of  hydrochloric  acid,  that 
this  drug  be  supplied  in  suitable  doses,  well  diluted  with  water.  Ben- 
efit may  sometimes  follow  this  measure,  but,  with  the  removal  of  mor- 
bid accumulations,  a  normal  amount  of  hydrochloric  acid  will  soon 
be  provided  by  nature — all  that  will  be  required  for  the  limited  diet 
which  the  nature  of  the  case  demands.  The  efficiency  of  bitter  tonics 
is  doubtful,  when  they  are  administered  upon  general  principles, 
though  some  of  the  mmay  specifically  improve  the  recuperative  forces 
of  the  gastric  mucous  membrane,  and  aid  in  a  restoration  of  normal 
conditions.  I  believe  berberis  aquifolium  to  be  one  of  these,  its  ben- 
eficial influence  in  catarrh  of  the  mucous  membrane  generally  adapt- 
ing it  here,  while  it  is  an  acknowledged  stomachic  of  superior  virtue. 
Ten -drop  doses  of  a  reliable  fluid  preparation,  repeated  thrice  daily, 
**!!  often  assist  materially  in  restoring  a  normal  condition  of  the  gas- 
tric mucous  membrane  and  digestive  glands,  aiding  digestion,  ban- 
ishing boulimia,  and  promoting  a  normal  appetite. 

When  the  catarrhal  accumulation  is  a  marked  feature,  and  there  is 
a  yellow  coating  on  the  tongue  persistently,  bichromate  of  potassium 
in  minute  doses  (two  or  three  grains  of  the  3x),  repeated  three  or  four 
times  daily,  will  usually  assist  the  local  treatment  Nux  vomica  may 
relieve  some  of  the  local  unpleasantness,  and  there  are  those  who  as- 
sert that  it  specifically  ameliorates  the  catarrhal  condition.  The  spe- 
cific indications  need  not  be  referred  to  here.     The  dose  should  be 
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minute.  Hydrastis,  Pulsatilla,  robinia,  antimonium  crudem,  bism 
both  the  subnitrate  and  liquor,  and  many  other  remedies,  have  t 
advocates. 

In  anaemic  persons,  where  catarrhal  tendencies  are  strong,  cak 
phos.  3x,  in  two  or  three  grain  doses,  repeated  three  or  four  t 
a  day,  will  lessen  the  ropy  secretion.  Protonuclein  is  another  ( 
which  promises  much  as  a  restorative  here. 

Where  chronic  gastritis  attends  malarial  cachexia,  that  grou 
remedies  which  tends  toward  lessening  the  pressure  in  the  radicli 
the  portal  vein,  will  be  efficient  in  relieving  the  congestion  of  the 
trie  mucosa.  Of  the  four  principal  ones  of  these— poly mnia,  cc 
thus,  cardials,  and  grindelia  squarrosa — grindelia  squarrosa  is 
favorite.  Improvement  in  digestion,  under  favorable  circumstai 
almost  invariably  follows  its  use.  From  five  to  ten  drops  of  a  i 
rated  tincture  of  the  genuine  plant,  administered  in  a  swalk 
water,  and  repeated  three  times  a  da}-,  insures  marked  benefit  w: 
a  few  days. 

Sometimes  we  may  be  urged  to  administer  agents  for  the  reli 
cardiac  palpitation  and  associate  gastric  distress.  Cactus  grandif 
and  Pulsatilla  established  a  reputation  with  us  for  this  purpose, 
fore  our  old-school  friends  discovered  their  virtues,  and  they  wil 
casionally  answer  us  still.  The  best  remedy  I  have  ever  tried, 
ever,  is  a  saturated  tincture  of  aplopappus  laricifolius,  in  from  tv 
ten  drop  doses,  one  or  two  doses  sufficing  at  a  time.  It  calms  e 
ism  of  the  sympathetic  nervous  system,  promotes  rest,  strengl 
cardiac  action,  and  lessens  pain,  relieves  precordial  oppression, 
motes  evacuation  of  the  bowels,  and  favors  digestion.  Minute  < 
of  aconite  and  rhus  tox.  are  not  to  be  despised  for  this  condition 

»  reliable  gastric  sedative  combination  being  very  serviceable, 

sometimes  in  chronic  irritation. 

Where  constipation  is  present,  enemata  will  be  found  preferab 
laxative  medicines,  the  salt- water  galvanic  enema  being  an  exce 
aid  in  stubborn  cases,  it  not  being  necessary  to  repeat  it  more 
once  or  twice  a  week.     The  positive  pole  should  be  here  applied 

Pa  moistened  sponge  over  the  epigastrium. 
Local  applications  over  the  epigastrium  are  sometimes  of  exce 
service,  and  should  be  tried  in  intractable  cases.  The  compounc 
plaster  of  our  forefathers,  worn  over  the  epigastrium  until  pustul 
begins,  to  be  removed  for  a  few  days  and  its  use  repeated  again 
again,  to  perpetuate  a  superficial  irritation,  has  many  able  advoc 
even  at  the  present  da}',  and  I  have  known  it  to  effect  most  exce 
results.  A  vinegar  pack  or  girdle,  worn  upon  the  epigastriui 
hardly  less  effective.  Equal  parts  of  strong  vinegar  and  water 
be  employed  to  moisten  an  epigastric  pad,  which  should  be  w 
as  dry  as  possible  two  or  three  times  within  the  twenty-four  h 
and  worn  constantly,  the  clothing  being  protected  by  an  oiled 
covering. 
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As  this  disease  is  a  long  time  in  becoming  established     It  must  be 
expected  that  several  months  will  be  required  to  overcome  it 


MAN   THE   HIGHER    ANIMAL. 
By  Prof.  Lyman  Watklns,  H.  D.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

THAT  man  is  superior,  far  above  and  beyond  all  other  of  God's 
animal  creatures,  is  a  statement  frequently  made,  and  accepted 
by  many  without  a  thought  or  word  of  doubt  Man  claims  this  ele- 
vated position  in  nature,  and  yet  an  assemblage  of  bull  frogs  might 
gravely  make  a  like  declaration,  and  bring  forward  arguments  which 
would  prove  it  to  the  full  and  entire  satisfaction  of  the  whole  ranid 
race.  Therefore,  before  we  admit  the  validity  of  this  egotistical  asser- 
tion of  man,  let  us  imagine  ourselves,  for  the  tim9,  to  be  unbiased 
judges,  with  no  more  interest  in  man  than  in  the  other  productions  of 
the  Creator,  and  from  an  exparte  standpoint  strive  to  determine  whe- 
ther man  is  the  noblest  work  of  God,  and  if  so,  wherein  his  superior 
excellence  lies. 

We  may  say,  in  beginning,  that  man  can  not  be  conceded  a  higher 
position  on  the  score  of  beauty.  His  internal  parts  do  not  surpass 
all  animals  in  this  respect,  nor  is  his  external  form  more  comely. 
There  is  a  standard  of  beauty  for  each  class  and  genus,  and  each  is 
beautiful  as  it  approaches  perfection  of  form  in  its  proper  sphere. 
Therefore,  while  man  in  his  physical  completeness  is  an  object  of  ad- 
miration, he  is  no  more  nor  less  so  than  other  animals,  judged  accord- 
ing to  the  ideal  for  such  animals.  Nor  can  man  claim  a  higher  dis- 
tinction on  account  of  strength  or  bulk  of  proportion,  for  it  is  evident 
that  he  is  exceeded  in  size  and  power  by  many  animals,  and  in  mus- 
cular activity  by  animals  both  larger  and  smaller.  In  comparison  he 
may  be  called  the  weakest  of  animals,  and  is,  indeed,  the  most  help- 
less in  infancy. 

Considering  "man's  place  in  nature"  from  the  standpoint  of  special 
sense  development,  we  find  that  he  is  eclipsed  in  visionary  perception 
by  some  animals.  The  soaring  eagle  can  sweep  his  eye  over  the  vast 
expanse  below,  and  detect  the  diminutive  mouse,  far,  far  beneath — so 
far  as  to  be  totally  invisible  to  the  human  eye — and  yet,  with  unerr- 
ing aim  he  pounces  upon  and  destroys  it  The  same  may  be  said  of 
all  birds  of  prey.  Wild  animals  generally  are  more  "far-sighted" 
than  civilized  man.  On  account  of  structural  differences  in  the  ocular 
apparatus,  man  can  not  see  in  the  dark  nor  under  water.  In  the  eye 
of  the  owl  the  cornea  is  more  prominent,  and  the  anteroposterior 
diameter  of  the  eye  is  increased.  By  this  arrangement  the  capacity 
of  the  anterior  chamber  is  augmented,  thus  giving  room  for  a  larger 
amount  of  aqueous  humor,  and  the  distance  between  the  lens  and  the 
retinal  wall  is  also  increased,  so  that  by  the  greater  convergence  thus 
produced  the  animal  is  enabled  to  discern  objects  with  a  faint  light 
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The  eye  of  a  fish  is  comparatively  large,  and  has  a  powerful  refra 
ing  apparatus.  The  lens  is  spherical  in  shape  and  extremely  den 
giving  it  great  magnifying  propertiea  Brewster  was  able  to  use 
lens  of  a  fish's  eye  as  a  simple  microscope.  When  we  examine 
compound  eyes  of  insects  we  are  amazed  at  their  prolific  visual  ca 
cities.  In  the  ant  there  are  fifty  facets,  or  subordinate  eyes,  in  es 
organ  of  vision.  The  common  house-fly  has  four  thousand  such  ej 
the  butterfly  seventeen  thousand,  and  some  beetles  as  high  as  twei 
five  thousand  eyes. 

Let  us  take  up  olfaction,  the  most  delicate  sense  of  all.  By  it 
presence  of  substances  can  be  detected  which  are  not  revealed  by 
most  accurate  chemical  test,  or  by  the  spectrum  analysis.  Thoug 
particle  of  musk  be  subdivided  even  to  the  one  hundred  milliontl 
a  grain,  still  this  minute  part  can  be  smelled.  Yet  there  are  odors 
faint  for  human  sense,  which  are  perceptible  to  lower  animals.  A  < 
can  follow  his  master  through  the  desert,  the  forest,  or  the  crow 
street,  guided  only  by  the  odor  of  his  footsteps.  Carnivora  genen 
have  the  power  of  detecting,  by  smell,  peculiarities  of  animal  mat 
and  of  tracking  other  animals  by  the  scent,  through  virtue  of  Jac 
son's  organ,  a  refinement  of  the  olfactory  apparatus  not  found  in  u 
Herbivorous  animals  will  detect,  in  the  air,  the  odor  of  vegeta1 
or  water,  and  thus  find  food  and  drink,  while  man,  depending  al 
upon  this  sense,  might,  if  lost  on  the  trackless  plain,  die  of  tk 
with  water  at  his  feet 

In  audition,  man  is  comparatively  deaf.  The  range  of  sound  vil 
tions  perceptible  to  the  human  ear  is  from  sixteen  vibrations  per 
ond  to  thirty- eight  thousand  vibrations  per  second — a  very  wide  ra 
to  be  sure ;  and  still  there  is  a  world  of  sound  man  can  not  hear, 
vibrations  being  either  too  rapid  on  the  one  hand  or  too  slow  on 
other.  While  hearing  is  more  acute  in  wild  animals,  even  dom< 
cated  animals  and  fowls  surpass  man.  Some  insects  have  not  < 
one,  but  many  auditory  organs  arranged  in  rows  on  the  tips  of  t 
wings.  The  special  sense  of  taste,  more  varied  in  men  than  o 
animals,  is  less  delicate  and  discriminating. 

Man  is  inferior,  in  palpation,  to  cats  and  other  carnivora,  wl 
have  special  sense  organs  of  touch  in  the  tactile  hairs  about  the  mo 
Many  small  animals  feel  vibrations  in  the  earth,  imperceptible  to  e 
and,  thus  warned  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  seek  their  home 
avoid  danger. 

We  therefore  find  that  civilized  man,  while  he  may  have  a  w 
range  of  special  senses,  loses  in  acuteness  as  he  departs  from  a  1< 
or  savage  state,  and  that  his  claim  for  a  higher  place  can  not  inc 
all  the  attributes  of  the  body. 

But  suppose  we  admit  that  man  is  equaled  in  beauty,  and  ex« 
in  size,  strength,  power  of  endurance,  and  special  sense,  the  que* 
arises,  Is  he  entitled  to  distinction  by  virtue  of  superior  cerebra! 
velopment?    If  we  are  to  decide  this  question  upon  mere  weigl 
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brain,  we  find  that  man  is  lacking  even  here.  The  weight  of  the 
heaviest  human  brain  on  record  is  between  sixty  and  seventy  ounces, 
while  the  brain  of  the  whale  weighs  five  pounds  and  that  of  the  ele- 
phant from  eight  to  ten  pounds.  The  weight  of  the  smallest  adult 
human  brain  as  thirty-one  ounces — about  the  same  as  the  gorilla  brain. 
There  is  less  difference  between  the  brain  weight  of  man  and  of  the 
gorilla,  than  between  that  of  man  and  of  the  elephant.  However,  the 
intelligence  of  an  animal  does  not  depend  alone  upon  bulk  or  weight 
of  brain,  but  upon  the  number  of  convolutions  and  depth  of  sulci  In 
this  respect  man  does  excel. 

Some  of  the  lower  animals  possess  a  shadow,  a  crude,  imperfect, 
almost  pathetic  imitation  of  the  higher  mental  faculties  of  man.  They 
appear  to  reason,  to  exercise  judgment,  and  to  have  memory,  limited, 
it  is  true,  but  perceptibla  Also  the  presence  of  something  which  we 
call  conscience  is  shown  in  the  melancholy  attitude  of  a  dog  rebuked, 
or  in  the  guilty  actions  of  one  caught  in  wrong  doing ;  while  it  must 
also  be  granted  that  some  animals  possess  the  power  of  feeling  the 
emotions  of  love,  hate,  fear,  and  anger.  By  the  test  of  intelligence, 
and  of  higher  cerebral  development,  then,  man  may  be  conced  d  the 
his  position  of  the  "highest  animal " 

Man  is  a  higher  animal  because  of  his  intellectual  possibilities  and 
their  cultivation  and  refinement  As  he  descends  in  the  scale  of  intel- 
ligence he  more  and  more  manifests  animal  propensities,  until  we  find 
the  line  of  demarkation  growing  narrower  and  dimmer,  both  physi- 
cally and  mentally.  Although  there  is  a  gulf  between  man  and  the 
lower  animals,  as  yet  never  bridged,  it  is  neither  wide  nor  deep ; 
indeed,  man  in  his  most  savage,  depraved,  and  ignorant  condition, 
seems  to  almost  reach  across. 

Xo  doubt  there  are  many  who  will  refuse  to  entertain  the  idea  that 
we  are  but  a  better  sort  of  animal  than  the  ape  or  the  gorilla,  and  who 
will  declare  that  the  higher  intellectual  abilities,  human  kindness, 
gentleness,,  and  loving  emotions,  separate  us  from  all  relations  with 
the  brute.  "Is  it  indeed  true,  that  the  poet,  the  philosopher,  or  the 
artist,  whose  genius  is  the  glory  of  the  age,  is  degraded  from  his  high 
estate  by  the  undoubted  historical  probability,  not  to  say  certainty, 
that  he  is  the  direct  descendant  of  some  bestial  savage,  whose  intelli- 
gence was  just  sufficient  to  make  him  a  little  more  cunning  than  the 
fox,  or  more  dangerous  than  the  tiger?  Or  is  he  bound  to  howl  and 
grovel  on  all  fours  because  of  the  wholly  unquestionable  fact  that  he 
he  was  once  an  ovum,  which  no  ordinary  power  of  discrimination 
could  distinguish  from  that  of  a  dog?  Or  is  the  philanthropist  or  the 
saint  to  give  up  his  endeavors  to  lead  a  noble  life,  because  the  sim- 
plest study  of  man's  nature  reveals,  at  its  foundations,  all  the  selfish 
passions  and  fierce  appetites  of  the  merest  quadruped?  Is  a  mother's 
love  vile  because  a  hen  shows  it,  or  fidelity  base  because  dogs  possess 
it?  Nay !  thoughtful  men,  once  escaped  from  the  blinding  influences 
of  traditional  prejudice,  will  find  in  the  lowly  stock  whence  man  has 
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sprung,  the  best  evidence  of  the  splendor  of  his  capacities ;  anc 
discern  in  his  long  progress  through  the  past,  a  reasonable  groan 
faith  in  his  attainment  of  a  nobler  future.' '     (Huxley.) 


HOT   SPRINGS,    ARKANSAS. 
By  Prof.  L.  E.  Russell,  M.  D.v  Springfield,  O. 

LEAVING  Cincinnati  Wednesday  afternoon,  February  3rd, 
C.  E.  Schaff,  general  manager  of  the  Big  Four  railroad,  i 
private  car,  we  were  in  the  next  twenty-four  hours  within  a  few 
of  Hot  Springs,  in  South  Central  Arkansas. 

These  springs  were  discovered  in  the  sixteenth  century,  but 
scientific  knowledge  of  value  was  ever  given  to  the  world  up  i 
time  that  Major  Long,  of  the  Corps  of  U.  S.  Engineers,  in  Febr 
1818,  presented  it  to  the  Lyceum  of  Natural  History  in  New  Yoi 

In  the  great  upheaval  of  nature,  the  rocks  and  hills  were  sepa 
many  hundred  feet,  and  through  this  valley  the  Ouachita  strea 
water  drains  the  excess  of  water  from  the  hot  spring  hill,  whi 
some  six  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  streets  of  the  city. 

Here  it  is  that  seventy-five  different  springs  pour  out  their  wal 
different  temperatures,  from  cool  drinking  water  up  to  a  temper 
of  160°.  The  mountain,  as  it  is  called,  is  of  a  conical  form,  aboi 
hundred  feet  high,  covered  with  pine  trees,  and  with  a  base  of  a 
one  mile  in  diameter ;  it  is  separated  from  other  and  higher  moun 
on  every  side  by  narrow  valleys.  Here  and  there  may  be  founc 
dences  of  extinct  springs. 

Hot  Springs  was  practically  inaccessible  to  the  general  publi 
to  the  construction  of  the  Iron  Mountain  railroad  in  1874,  anc 
Hot  Springs  road  in  1876.  In  1877  the  U.  S.  Congress  made  a  i 
vation  of  the  Hot  Springs  hill,  and  several  acres  in  the  imme 
vicinity.  An  appropriation  of  about  $150,000  to  protect  and  bea 
the  reservation  was  granted  by  Congress,  and  the  receipts  of  the  i 
rents  are  annually  used  to  perfect  parks,  etc. 

There  are  twenty-five  bath  and  public  houses  that  rent  fron 
government  water  priveleges,  for  which  they  pay  $30.00  per  tul 
annum.  There  are  four  hundred  and  fifty  tubs  that  pay  to  the 
ernment  annually  about  $20,000,  and  many  of  the  bath  house: 
quite  elegant  in  their  construction  and  furnishings.  The  charge 
baths  are  from  four  to  ten  dollars  for  a  course  of  twenty-one  b 
The  government  had  a  large  bath  house  constructed,  where  freel 
are  allowed  to  those  who  say  they  are  unable  to  pay  a  fee.  Hen 
an  average,  three  hundred  daily,  throughout  the  whole  year, 
their  free  batha 

The  hot  springs  have  an  average  temperature  of  120  degrees,  i 
flow  of  half  a  million  gallons  of  hot  water  daily.  The  health  n 
ing  properties  of  these  springs  are  undoubtedly  due  to  the  pur 
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the  water  and  the  natural  heat  and  elegant  arrangements  of  the  dif- 
ferent bath-houses  for  giving  the  hot-water  baths,  and  the  steam  room 
and  the  different  rooms  for  cooling  off  the  patients  after  a  bath,  so 
that  they  will  not  take  cold.  The  hot  water  that  comes  through  the 
pipes  from  the  springs  which  the  bather  is  required  to  drink  at  a  tem- 
perature of  130  degrees,  has  some  curative  properties,  probably  not 
any  better  than  any  other  pure  water  of  the  same  temperature.  Gen- 
erally speaking  all  diseases  of  the  skin,  blood,  and  secretory  organs, 
also  rheumatism  and  nervous  affections,  are  benefited  or  cured  by  the 
proper  system  of  bathing,  etc. 

The  climate  here  in  January,  February,  and  March,  is  so  much 
milder  than  in  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States,  that  even  the  change 
would  be  beneficial  to  many  patienta 

The  city  of  Hot  Springs  has  a  population  of  about  ten  thousand 
inhabitants,  and  all  the  evils  of  a  free  and  open  town  are  too  freely 
indulged  in  by  the  lower  class,  and  by  many  of  the  visitors  of  the  free 
and  easy  class.  Central  Avenue  is  the  principal  street  of  the  city, 
and  anywhere  on  this  thoroughfare  may  be  seen  all  kinds  of  cripples 
and  diseased  human  beings,  coming  from  boarding  houses  or  cheap 
hotels  to  the  different  bath-houses,  or  returning  to  their  rooms.  Here 
comes  a  man  with  the  heels  of  his  shoes  shuffling  the  sidewalk,  and 
the  foot  finally  striking  down  in  a  manner  that  would  suggest  that  he 
would  not  care  if  he  kicked  the  front  part  of  his  foot  from  the  tarsus 
attachments ;  he  is  a  case  of  progressive  locomotor  ataxia. 

There  goes  a  man  with  one  foot  scraping  the  sidewalk,  and  a  side 
motion  of  the  body,  with  the  arm  and  hand  of  the  corresponding  side 
making  a  flail-like  swing.  This  is  a  case  of  hemiplegia  caused  by 
syphilis. 

Here  is  a  man  walking  with  crutches,  and  he  meanders  slowly,  and 
walks  as  though  he  were  stepping  on  eggs ;  his  joints  are  enlarged, 
and  he  is  here  washing  out  a  case  of  gonorrhceal  rheumatism.  The 
gonococci  have  traveled,  and  the  joints  are  badly  diseased.  Possibly 
there  is  a  mixed  infection  of  bacilli  tuberculosis,  in  which  case  life 
and  limb  may  be  the  penalty  of  his  transactions  with  the  "fair  god- 


That  man  in  the  wheeling  chair  is  paralyzed  in  both  legs ;  he  is  un- 
able to  take  a  single  step  or  stand  alone,  and  is  being  pushed  to  the 
bath  house  by  his  faithful  wife,  who  is  as  innocent  as  a  child  as  to  the 
cause  of  his  punishment,  much  less  the  authoress  of  his  ruin. 

The  patient  pushing  his  feet  along,  and  with  a  cane  in  either  hand, 
walking  like  a  patient  with  a  Potts  spine,  is  recovering  from  a  lesion 
of  the  spinal  cord  of  syphilitic  origin.  There  are  dozens  of  other  pa- 
tients in  all  walks  of  life,  coming  and  going  on  the  streets  with  all 
forms  of  diseases. 

Here  comes  the  undertaker  with  a  pine  box,  and  inside  of  this 
wooden  overcoat,  returns  a  victim  to  his  final  resting  place.  Syphilis 
has  again  secured  another  victory. 
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There  are  many  who  come  here  to  spend  the  winter  months  fc 
express  purpose  of  gambling — no  other  excuse  or  pretense.  The 
is  wide  open  day  and  night  for  all  kinds  of  chance  games.  No, 
not  say  "chance  games ;"  brace  games  would  more  properly  expn 
In  each  gambling  room  there  will  be  four  or  five  to  fleece  the  stra 
and  around  the  hotels  are  their  emissaries  looking  for  suckers. 
God !  what  an  object  lesson  is  this,  and  what  a  place  for  a  res 
physician  to  raise  and  educate  an  inquiring  family  of  boys  and  { 

Let  us  review  some  of  the  prescriptions,  the  treatment  give] 
tients  who  come  to  this  place  for  cures.  In  the  first  place,  a  phyt 
is  sought,  and  a  fee  of  $5.00  to  $25.00  is  exacted  in  ordinary  cas 
a  prescription  as  to  the  mode  of  taking  baths,  and  as  to  the  kii 
medicine  they  are  to  taka  The  uniform  prescription  for  syp] 
lesions  calls  for  fifty  per  cent  mercurial  ointment,  one  ounce ;  t 
be  rubbed  into  the  skin  along  the  spine  and  over  the  body  eacb 
after  taking  a  bath,  and  to  remain  until  the  next  morhing,  at  v 
time  the  patient  is  ordered  into  the  steam  chest,  and  at  a  temper 
of  120°  to  190°  remains  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  until  excessive 
spiration  is  induced.  He  is  then  given  a  bath  of  ten  minutes  in ' 
at  a  temperature  of  100°.  An  ingenious  physician  here  has  invi 
an  electric  appliance  for  depositing  mercurial  ointment  in  the 
tissues. 

The  prescription  which  they  invariably  give  for  the  patient  to 
as  a  regular  medicine,  is  iodide  of  potash,  100  to  150  grains  o 
aqueous  solution,  three  times  a  day  before  meals.  The  dose  s 
enormous,  and  if  given  by  an  ordinary  physician  in  actual  practi 
any  other  place  than  this,  it  is  very  doubtful  if  the  third  dose  v 
be  taken.  The  physicians  claim  that  the  eliminative  qualities  o 
water,  together  with  the  sudorific  conditions  obtained  by  the  s 
chest  and  hot  baths,  cause  a  speedy  elimination  of  the  iodine 
the  system ;  also  that  they  take  out  of  the  system  the  mal-effet 
the  mercurial  inunction.  They  restrict  their  patients,  of  course, 
diet  free  from  all  acids  ;  otherwise  the  mercurial  poisoning  wou] 
more  manifest  by  salivation. 

In  chronic  rheumatism  of  gonorrhoeal  origin,  the  perscriptions 
somewhat  as  to  the  medicine  taken.  Iodide  of  potash,  howev< 
freely  given  in  these  conditions.  Iodide  of  lithium  is  also  a  fa\ 
perscription,  and  one  perhaps  the  most  often  given.  Prominent 
sicians  tell  me  that  in  acute  rheumatism  more  harm  is  done  than 
by  the  baths  in  any  form.  In  these  cases  they  prescribe  the  s« 
late  of  soda,  or  salicylic  acid.  Sciatica  rheumatism  is  intensifie 
baths,  and  gives  the  physicians  much  worry  as  to  cure,  espec 
where  the  patient  is  not  fixed  well  financially.  Otherwise  they 
great  confidence  in  their  ability  to  eradicate  sciatica. 

Permit  me  to  describe  briefly  the  manner  of  the  administratic 
baths  at  this  noted  watering  place.  The  physician  gives  his  pa 
an  order  for  a  bath  at  a  temperature  of  98J°,  with  instructions  toe 
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freely  of  hot  water,  the  bath  not  to  last  at  first  to  exceed  ten  minutes ; 
the  temperature  to  be  increased  each  day  until  100  or  102°  is  reached, 
and  then  gradually  back  to  98£°.  Perhaps  I  might  convey  to  the 
reader  an  idea  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  the  baths  by  describing  an 
experience  at  a  temperature  of  110°.  We  enter  the  sweat  room,  as  it 
is  called,  where  the  temperature  is  120°,  remaining  for  twenty  minutes 
until  free  perspiration  is  induced.  We  then  enter  the  steam  chest,  a 
little  box  about  three  feet  wide  and  deep,  by  six  feet  high,  standing 
in  the  erect  position.  The  steam  is  allowed  to  fill  the  chest  at  a  tem- 
perature of  140°.  In  a  few  moments  the  action  of  the  heart  is  increased 
from  normal  to  20  or  30  in  excess  of  normal.  Blood  rushes  to  all  the 
internal  organs  for  the  first  few  moments,  perhaps  due  to  the  stimu- 
lating of  the  nerve  terminals  of  the  body.  The  beating  of  the  heart 
is  plainly  heard  in  either  ear,  with  a  throbbing  sensation,  and  there  is 
a  congestion  of  the'con  junctiva,  Five  minutes  in  this  steam  chest  is 
generally  sufficient  to  produce  free  diaphoresis.  Five  minutes  in  the 
bath  tub,  with  the  water  at  a  temperature  of  105°  or  110°,  will  increase 
the  heart's  action  very  much,  also  all  internal  organs,  so  much  so  that 
a  person  will  feel  as  though  he  had  become  exhausted  from  excessive 
work  or  from  running  a  long  distance.  To  remain  in  these  baths 
longer  greatly  depresses  the  patient  He  is  afterwards  transferred 
to  the  cooling  room  at  a  temperature  of  85  degrees,  remaining  until 
the  sweating  process  has  ceased.  It  is  better,  if  convenient,  for 
the  patient  to  remain  in  a  recumbent  position,  or  retire  to  his  bed  in 
his  own  room.  What  has  this  kind  of  bathing  process  done?  It  has 
done  this :  shocked  the  whole  nervous  system  from  head  to  foot,  in- 
creased the  action  of  the  heart  twenty  per  cent.,  and  over-taxed  all 
internal  organs,  and  like  the  lashing  of  the  tides  upon  the  sea  shore, 
it  requires  some  time  for  nature  to  attain  her  normal  condition,  which 
is  much  facilitated  by  remaining  in  bed  or  on  a  couch  in  the  cooling 
room  for  one  or  two  hours,  the  patient  to  be  governed  by  the  subsi- 
dence of  the  excessive  heart  action  and  of  the  perspiration. 

It  wiJl  be  seen  by  the  above  description  of  the  effects  of  these  baths 
that  it  would  be  injudicious  for  a  physician  to  recommend  a  person 
suffering  with  any  heart  complication,  however  induced,  to  take  these 
baths  in  a  promiscuous  manner.  In  fact,  much  harm  might  be  done 
to  the  patient,  and  the  probabilities  of  a  fatal  result  as  a  consequence. 
I  doubt  very  much  that  there  is  any  efficacy  in  the  water  other  than 
as  above  suggested.     The  Turkish  bath,  under  proper  care,  would  do 

Hiuallr  as  well. 

^ 

AN    INIENCEPHALIC    MONSTER. 
By  T.  W.  Burton,  n.  D.,  Springfield,  O. 

AMONG  my  cases  of  obstetrics  in  November,  I  ran  across  one  that 
to  me  was  unusual  and  somewhat  remarkable.     On  the  evening 
of  Nov.  21st,  I  was  hastily  summoned  to  attend  Mrs.  M. ,  of  this  city, 
who,  the  messenger  informed  me,  was  suffering  severely  with  cramps. 
tol.  lvil — 13 
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On  my  arrival  at  the  Lei-side  of  the  patient,  I  found  what  app 
to  be  a  rather  plethoric,  good  sized  woman,  with  an  enormousl; 
tended  abdomen.  Upon  making  an  examination,  I  found  her  tc 
labor,  and  well  advanced  in  the  first  stage.  After  the  examin 
the  woman  insisted  that  she  must  get  on  the  vessel  to  urinate 
contrary  to  my  advice  got  out  of  bed,  at  which  time  the  ineml 
ruptured,  the  patient  dropped  back  on  the  bed ;  the  excess  of 
amnii  flooded  the  bed  and  bedding,  as  well  as  completely  soakc 
pat'c  n"s  clothing ;  fully  two  and  a  half  g  i  lions  were  lost  The 
quantity  of  fluid  expelled  thus  demonstrated  the  fact  that  the 
sual  developmtnt  and  over-3'ize  of  the  patient  was  due  to  a  con 
of  hydrairni>s. 

The  patient  was  rati 
intelligent  and  good  I< 
colored  woman,  nervous 
perament,  a  primipars 
twenty  two  years  of  ag< 
was  now  in  the  eighth 
of  pregnancy,  her  get 
having  been  uneveutfui 
the  present,  excepting  at 
the  beginning  of  the  s 
month  she  was  greatly 
ened  by  a  pug  dog  uue 
edly  bounding  out  of  1 
way  at  her,  as  she  was 
ing  along  the  street. 

The  waters  having  es 
the  second  stage  of  lah< 
ushered  in  normally,  th< 
at  once  becoming  ex] 
and  returning  with  inc 
frequency  and  force,  s 
within  half  an  hour  the 
ery  was  complete,  I  re< 
the  foetus  in  my  right 
under  cover.  When,  on  throwing  back  the  bed-clothing  to  e? 
the  same  and  attend  to  ligating  the  cord,  our  surprise  can  be 
imagined  than  told  on  beholding  the  horrible  and  repulsive  1 
monster  represented  in  Fig.  1. 

It  was  presumably  of  eight  months  gestation,  a  female,  and  w 
six  and  one-half  pounds.  The  friends  imagined  they  could 
marked  resemblance  between  its  head  and  that  of  a  pug  dog, 
they  were  inclined  to  compare  its  body  to  that  of  a  frog  in  appe* 
They  were  quite  ready  to  account  for  this  peculiar  freak,  or  rat 
attribute  it  to  the  scare  the  mother  had  experienced  at  the  pn 
some  months  before,  and  the  unpleasant  impression  following 


Fig.  1. 
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which  she  was  unable  to  throw  off  for  so  long  a  time.  The  resem- 
blance to  a  frog  becomes  more  striking  as  it  is  viewed  in  profile.  See 
Fig.  21 

Upon  close  inspection,  I  found  a  large  umbilical  hernia  a  well 
marked  hare  lip  noticeable  in  Fig.  1,  also  the  absence  of  nails,  and  the 
fact  that  it  was  web  footed.  The  spinal  canal  was  bifid,  of  a  V  shape 
from  the  second  lumbar  vertebra  to  the  occipital  bone,  one  channel 
containing  the  spinal  marrow  and  the  other  a  dropsical  effusion. 
See  Fig.  3L  The  spine  was  completely  free  from  integumentary  cov- 
ering, the  muscles  of  the  regions  being  plainly  seen  and  well  devel 
oped,  the  general  appearance  very  much  like  it  had  been  scalded. 
At  the  base  of  the  spinal  bifurcation  may  be  seen  a  small  meningocele. 

Teratologists  have  endeav- 
ored to  classify  the  several  [ 
peculiar  monstrosities,  and  to 
this  end  recognize  a  half  dozen 
distinct    varieties,    a  special 
name  having  been   given  to 
each  class.     It  is  not  always 
easy  to  classify  a  monster,  as  | 
there  are  specimens  that  re- 
semble somewhat  several  va- 
rieties which,  at  the  same  time  I 
do  not  fit  well  into  any  cate-  [ 
gory.     Such  is  true  in  a  meas- 
ure with  the  specimen  in  ques- 
tion.     However,    as  it  more 
nearly  resembles  the  inience- 
phali,  I  will  so  classify  it. 

Saint  Hiliare  defines  an  in- 
iencephalus  as  "A  monster 
whose  encephalon  is,  in  great 
part,  in  the  cranium,  and  in 
part  out  of  it,  behind  and  a 
little  beneath  the  cranium, 
which  is  open  in  its  occipital  portion. " 

By  referring  to  Fig.  3,  and  particularly  to  Fig.  2,  a  small  pouch  or 
taffgv  formation  may  be  noticed,  which  is  an  encephalocele,  contain- 
ing that  portion  of  the  brain  external  to  the  cranium.  Lewis  quotes 
Ballentyne,  who  enumerates  three  cardinal  characteristics  of  inien- 
cephalus:  "Occipital  defect,  spina  bifida,  and  foetal  retroflexion;  in 
different  specimens  these  three  characteristics  are  exhibited  in  differ- 
ent degrees.' ' 

Judging  from  the  limited  statistics  on  the  subject,  it  would  appear 
that  this  and  similar  forms  of  monsters  are  usually  born  prematurely 
and  dead  at  birth ;  that  a  majority  are  females ;  that  in  most  cases 
there  is  hvdramnios. 


Fio.  2. 
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In  studying  the  etiology  of  the  subject  under  consideration, 
theories  as  to  causes  have  been  advaneed,  At  one  time  it  was  a 
uted  to  some  form  of  maternal  impression.  The  most  recent  c 
bution  along  this  line  that  I  have  noticed  is  a  very  able  and  exl 
ive  paper  by  Dr.  Henry  F.  Lewis,  lately  read  before  the  Ch 
Pathological  Society,  from  which  the  following  is  quoted  : 

"We  must  needs  speculate  on  the  etiology.     Heredity  and  ata 

while  doubtless  playing  some  sort  of  role  in  malformations  in  ge 

can  hardly  be  thought  to  have  much  influence  on  exencephalic 

stera         *        *        In  this  presence  I  should  not  dare  to  m< 

^  maternal  impressions, 

refer  those  interested  ii 
form  of  mysticism  to  ] 
ter's  unanswerable  argu 
against  it.  The  cause  o 
formations  is  little  know 
from  experiments  on  bi 
is  found  to  be  physica 
chanical,  and  patholc 
and  not  mysterious  (1 
reau).  *  *  Nature 
errs  and  never  has  frea! 
though  her  courie  is 
times  modified  by  ci 
stances,  accidental  or  e 
mental. 
*  There  have  been  two : 
g|  views  as  to  the  origin  oi 
™  formations  and  monstrc 
The  pathological  theoi 
I  plains  the  anomaly  by  d 
■  of  the  foetus.  The  patb 
cal  influence  acts  very  « 
the  history  of  the  orgs 
and  influences  the  general  harmony  of  the'whole,  especially  m< 
ing  the  nervous  system,  disarranging  the  relations,  and  prod 
serious  vices  of  conformation.  Coming  laterjn  foetal  life,  diseai 
only  influence  the  form  of  parts,  producing  only  local  [malform 
or  anomalies. 

"The  embryological  theory  explains  monstrosities  and  ma  1  form 
by  arrest  of  development,  usually  by  pressure^at  a  more  or  less 
period  of  embryonic  life.  Cruveilhier  attributes  great  importai 
contraction  of  the  uterus.  Pa  mini,  to  an  arrest  of  development 
germinal  spot  or  area  pellucida,  or  in  the  foetal  membranes,  lil 
amnion.  Dares te  considers  the  cause  of  simple  autosite  monst 
be  almost  always  due  to  arrest  of  development  of  the  amnio] 
compression  of  the  latter  in  the  tissues  growing  beneath  it. 


Fig.  :*. 
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Various  other  causes  during  the  early  developmental  period  of  foe- 
tal life  are  cited,  but  all  are  necessarily,  in  a  great  measure,  theoreti- 
cal Syphilis  has  also  been  looked  upon  as  a  probable  cause,  under 
9ome  circumstances,  of  the  changes  in  embryonic  life  that  lead  to  the 
development  of  a  monster. 


HERNIA,  RESULTING  IN  FECAL  FISTULA.     ' 
By  W.  M,  Price,  it.  D.v  Dabney,  Ky. 

/^VCTOBER  11,  I  was  called  to  see  Mr.  J.  L.  Z.,  a  man  Si  years 
^^  of  age,  weight  about  200  pounds.  I  found  him  suffering  with 
a  large,  complete,  oblique  right  inguinal  hernia,  which  had  come 
down  twenty-four  hours  previouslj\  The  history  of  the  case  was  of  a 
previous  hernia,  which  had  existed  for  ten  years,  but  which  had  been 
easily,  retained  by  a  truss.  On  several  occasions  previous  to  this,  when 
it  had  come  down  on  account  of  his  truss  having  been  left  off,  he  had 
been  able  to  reduce  it  himself  without  any  difficulty.  This  he  had 
attempted  to  do  this  time  but  failed. 

I  found  the  hernial  sac  tense  and  rigid,  and  after  slight  attempts  to 
reduce  it  by  talis,  without  success,  1  made  an  application  at  first  of 
sulphuric  ether ;  failing  with  this,  I  used  fresh  stramonium  leaves, 
preparing  them  by  pouring  water  over  them,  and,  after  pressing  the 
water  out,  applying  them  as  hot  as  could  be  borne.  These  I  replaced 
at  short  intervals  with  fresh  ones,  as  those  in  place  would  get  cold. 
Being  unable  after  some  time  to  reduce  the  hernia,  I  went  home,  prom- 
ising to  call  early  next  morning,  having  previously  given  a  hvpoder- 
mic  of  morphine  and  atropine,  leaving  instructions  for  the  attendants 
to  keep  up  the  application  of  stramonium  leaves  until  morning. 

1  called  next  morning,  and  found  the  tissues  relaxed,  and  easily  re- 
duced the  hernia  by  taxis.  I  left  instructions  for  him  to  wear  a  per- 
fectly fitting  truss,  and  told  him  the  dangers  incident  to  irreducible 
hernia.  He  had  left  his  truss  off  before  on  account  of  the  irritation 
produced  upon  the  bladder.  It  appears,  however,  that  he  did  not 
follow  my  instructions,  for  on  the  16th  I  was  called  again,  he  having 
left  off  his  truss.  I  found  that  a  portion  of  the  omentum  had  descend- 
ed, forming  a  small  prominence  in  the  inguinal  region,  but  not  ex- 
tending into  the  scrotum,  as  was  the  case  in  the  previous  hernia.  After 
repeated  attempts,  and  by  using  various  applications,  I  was  unable  to 
reduce  this.  As  there  was  no  indication  of  inflammation,  no  pain, 
and  his  bowels  moving  regularly,  I  believed  it  would  cause  him  no 
trouble,  and  having  his  truss  fitted  to  retain  it,  I  dismissed  the  case. 

Someone  has  probably  already  asked  why  I  did  not  give  him  an 
anfesthetic,  It  was  because  I  did  not  believe  it  would  be  safe  to  do 
so  on  account  of  the  action  of  his  heart. 

On  Nov.  5  I  was  called  to  see  dim  again,  and  found  that  the  origi- 
nal hernia  had  descended,  and,  according  to  his  statement,  had  been 
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down  for  several  days,  about  four.  As  before,  he  had  made  « 
erable  effort  to  reduce  it  himself,  but  had  failed  again.  In  < 
quence  of  this,  I  found  the  parts  considerably  swollen  and  infc 
After  making  very  slight  attempts  to  reduce  it,  as  I  thought  it  i 
sible  to  do  so  in  the  condition  in  which  it  was  then,  I  left  instrui 
for  the  use  of  local  applications  to  reduce  the  swelling  and  infla 
tion,  not  apprehending  any  great  danger,  as  the  bowels  acted 
larly  every  day,  and  he  was  not  suffering  very  much  pain. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  I  called,  and  found  him  suffering 
pain,  with  no  improvement  in  his  condition.  I  sent  for  Dr.  Isai 
consultation,  who  did  not  arrive  until  the  morning  of  the  6th.  I 
the  influence  of  a  hypodermic  of  morphine  and  atropine,  he  i 
well  during  the  night  On  calling  early  next  morning  the  fi 
informed  me  that  an  abscess  had  ruptured  in  the  hernial  sac,  or 
appeared  to  them  to  be  such. 

On  the  arrival  of  my  consultant  we  made  a  thorough  examin 
and  found  there  had  been  perforation  of  the  bowel,  and  subse 
sloughing  through  the  tissues,  and  a  large  amount  of  fecal  matt 
escaping  through  a  small  opening  in  the  anterior  part  of  the  h 
This  fecal  matter  was  somewhat  similar  to  watery  pus,  but  had 
shot-like  particles  of  undigested  food  in  it,  and  the  odor,  which 
not  be  mistaken.  He  did  not  complain  of  any  pain,  but  was  l 
weak  and  had  a  weak  and  very  irregular  pulse. 

Xot  desiring  to  attempt  an  operation,  which,  from  all  indica 
would  prove  fatal,  we  gave  an  unfavorable  diagnosis,  and  put  h 
strychnine  and  strophanthus  and  a  liquid  diet.  I  saw  the  pati< 
the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  but  there  was  no  perceptible  cl 
in  his  condition.  He  was  kept  on  this  treatment  for  several  day: 
all  that  could  lie  done  in  the  way  of  cleanliness  and  antiseptics, 
was  very  difficult  At  first  it  was  necessary  to  use  anodynes  to  i 
quiet  and  rest,  but  after  a  few  days  this  was  not  necessary.  H 
sire  for  food  increased,  as  also  did  his  strength,  and  after  some 
he  ate  as  heartily  as  any  one. 

The  opening  through  which  the  fecal  matter  escaped  gradual 
came  larger,  and  new  ones  formed  from  sloughing,  and  after 
days  the  entire  mass,  including  the  anterior  part  of  the  scrotun 
the  integument  to  above  Poupart's  ligament,  became  gangrt 
After  a  short  time  the  line  of  demarkation  formed,  and  the  gs 
nous  mass  was  separated  from  the  live  tissues.  This  I  remov 
different  times,  as  parts  of  it  became  loosened  before  others.  I 
mass  of  dead  tissue  that  was  removed,  there  was  a  portion  of  the 
tine  several  inches  in  length,  but  decomposition  was  so  far  adv 
that  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  one  part  from  another. 

When  this  mass  was  removed  it  left  a  very  ugly  wound  abou 
or  five  inches  in  length,  two  in  width,  and  nearly  one  inch  deep, 
was  granulating  on  the  edges,  but  still  sloughed  considerably,  t 
ing  off  pus.     The  fecal  matter  passing  down  over  this  wound  c 
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it  to  be  very  difficult  to  heal  This  matter  also  passed  into  what  re- 
mained of  the  scrotum  on  this  side,  which  was  sufficient  to  form  a 
small  pocket ;  this  caused  the  scrotum  to  slough  through  at  the  bot- 
tom. The  secretions  escaping  upon  the  anterior  and  inner  part  of  the 
thigh,  caused  the  formation  of  some  very  irritable  ulcers,  which  caused 
the  patient  really  more  discomfort  than  the  original  troubla 

I  found  peroxide  of  hydrogen  very  good  in  cleansing  the  surface  of 
this  open  wound  which  was  left  after  the  gangrenous  mass  was  re- 
moved. Of  course  this  cleansing  was  only  of  very  short  duration,  for 
the  secretions  would  pass  down  over  it,  and  soil  it  again  in  a  very 
short  time,  but  it  acted  nicely  to  remove  the  pus  which  continually 
covered  the  surface  from  the  continued  sloughing. 

His  general  condition  gradually  improved.  He  ate  heartily,  appar- 
ently digested  his  food  well,  and  gained  strength.  He  complained  of 
no  pain  or  suffering  in  any  way.  After  about  eight  days,  his  bowels 
moved  voluntarily,  having  been  moved  previously  by  enemas,  and 
after  this  his  bowels  were  regular,  acting  nearly  every  day,  but  the 
discharge  from  the  faecal  opening  continued,  more  being  discharged 
there  than  by  the  natural  way,  but  this  gradually  decreased. 

The  wound  healed  and  at  this  time  there  was  very  little  discharge 
through  the  faecal  opening,  with  prospects  that  it  will  close  altogether 
soon.  He  is  able  to  walk  about  his  farm,  visit  his  neighbors,  and 
apparently  enjoys  life  as  well  as  before. 


GLIOMA    RET1N/E. 
By  W.  P.  Biles,  M.  D  ,  fit.  Vernon,  III. 

JANUARY  25,  1897,  Mrs.  N.,  age  58,  called  upon  me  for  advice 
concerning  a  loss  of  vision  of  the  left  eye.  The  history  of  the  case, 
as  I  could  learn  it,  was  that  five  years  ago,  while  residing  in  Chicago, 
she  had  a  similar  trouble  with  the  right  eye ;  attended  one  of  the  free 
clinics  where  the  organ  was  removed.  I  could  not  learn  the  name  of 
the  operator,  neither  could  the  patient  give  me  any  information  re- 
garding the  diagnosis  further  than  her  family  physician  pronounced 
the  difficulty  cataract. 

An  objective  examination  revealed  a  yellowish- white  mass,  which 
covered  the  lower  half  of  the  pupil,  the  external  appearance  of  the  eye 
being  normal.  After  dilating  the  pupil,  the  ophthalmoscope  revealed 
a  pink  glistening  tumor,  nodular  in  form,  with  numerous  radiating 
blood  vessels,  growing  from  the  inferior  part  of  the  retina.  The  aque- 
eous  and  vitreou*  humors  were  clear,  the  upper  part  of  the  fundus 
being  easily  seen,  and  apparently  in  a  normal  condition. 

By  subjective  examination  I  learned  that  five  months  ago  her  vision 
first  liecame  impaired.  When  in  the  sunlight,  she  would  frequently 
feel  as  though  she  had  passed  under  a  shadow,  when  in  reality  there 
was  no  shade  near.      The  frequency  and  intensity  of  this  symptom 
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has  increased  until  light  is  now  excluded  from  the  fundus.  The 
was  slightly  dilated,  but  responded  to  the  stimulus  of  light, 
ocular  tension  was  increased  to  T  +  1.     Except  from  the  loss  of 
Mrs,  N.  has  not  suffered  any  from  the  growth,  as  there  has  be 
pain,  soreness,  nor  inflammation. 

My  diagnosis  was  Glioma  Retinae.  I  recommended  euncleat 
the  globe,  but  failed  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  patient  and  h 
hence  I  refused  to  assume  any  responsibility  of  the  case.  The 
peculiar  feature  of  this  case  is  the  age  of  the  patient  These  t 
belong  to  early  life,  and  it  is  seldom  one  is  reported  after  the  \ 
fifteen.  My  experience  is  that  they  are  almost  always  confined 
first  five  years.  Writers  generally  agree  that  all  retinal  tunio 
malignant,  and  their  starting  point  is  most  frequently  from  the 
nal  granular  layer,  yet  it  may  be  from  any  of  the  different  la> 
the  retina. 

As  glioma  generally  belongs  to  childhood,  and  not  accompani 
pain,  the  attention  of  the  parents  is  not  arrested  until  the  brig 
lowish-white  reflex  appears  over  the  pupil,  then  for  the  first  is 
cal  aid  sought  As  the  tumor  increases  in  size,  the  pupil  be 
widely  dilated,  the  iris  pushes  forwards,  the  lens  becomes  opac 
absorbed,  intra-ocular  tension  greatly  increased,  and  pain  w; 
flammation  begins.  When  the  tumor  has  filled  the  cavity  of  tfa 
ball,  then  the  latter  gives  way  at  some  point,  usually  at  the  i 
corneal  junction,  after  which  it  grows  very  rapidly,  often  rea 
gigantic  dimensions.  Before  the  growth  protrudes  anteriorly 
liable  to  extend  to  the  optic  nerve,  thence  to  the  brain  where  i 
duces  death. 

Treatment.— Medicines  avail  nothing,  and  the  disease,  if  ) 
itself,  results  in  death  either  through  exhaustion  or  cerebral  c 
cations.  In  the  early  stages,  the  disease  is  local,  hence  if  the  t 
then  enucleated  and  great  care  be  taken  to  divide  the  optic  ne 
far  back  as  possible,  death  from  this  cause  may  be  avoided. 

Once  the  diagnosis  is  assured,  to  delay  the  operation  is  to  t 
with  a  deadly  enemy,  and  to  court  a  more  painful  and  certain 
than  for  a  Cuban  patriot  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  Gen.  Weyler  < 
minor  Spanish  butchers,  who  infest  the  island  of  Cuba, 


RECTAL  PROLAPSE. 
By  F.  ililton   Friend,  it.  D.,  Lamar,  Colo. 

NOVEMBER  23,  18%,  Adam  Kerr,  an  old  soldier,  68  yeai 
was  brought  to  my  office  suffering  intensely.     I  found 
prolapse  with  much  inflammation. 

His  statement  was  that  he  had  driven  across  to  the  U.  P. 
and  while  on  the  road  had  an  acute  attack  of  his  chronic  dia 
and,  to  use  his  words,  4iiis  bowels  came  out"     He  called  for 
cal  services,  and  was  told  that  nothing  could  be  done  with  him 
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of  Denver  hospitals,  and  he  had  best  go  at  once.  This  seemed  to 
him  impossible.  In  this  condition,  he  got  into  his  buggy  and  managed 
to  return  80  miles  to  his  home,  and  was  brought  to  my  office  by  his 
wife  the  next  day.  I  told  him  that  doctors  and  surgeons  were  almost 
unanimous  in  saying  that  it  was  a  surgical  case,  and  as  I  was  much 
of  a  4,HoweM  man,  I  would  try  medical  treatment  first-,  and  White- 
head's operation,  if  needed,  second.  He  decided  that  he  had  come  to 
me  and  now  the  case  was  mina 

I  proceeded  to  cleanse  the  bowels  with  aseptic  injections,  repeated, 
and  gave :  H.  Sp.  collinsonia,  git  x ;  sp.  thuja,  gtt  xx ;  sp.  saw 
palmetto,  3 j  ;  asepsin,  gr.v ;  aqua,  §iv.     M,    S.  3j:four  times  a  day. 

Use  a  warm  enema  (water  previously  boiled),  previous  to  and  fol- 
low each  stool  with  one  nearly  cold,  and  apply  R — Sp.  thuja,  sp.  echi- 
nacea, Long's  thuja  and  amboliue  aa,  well  incorporated,  topically 
well  up  after  each  stooL 

I  saw  the  patient  within  a  week,  and  he  said  he  was  feeling  better 
than  usual,  and  would  not  need  anything  further. 


Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

CONDUCTED  BY  W.  B.  8CUDDEB,  M.  D. 

KERATITIS    PUNCTATA. 

This  is  not  a  very  common  disease ;  in  fact  it  is  quite  the  oppo- 
site, coming  rather  infrequently,  but  having  a  tendency  to  hang  on 
and  resist  treatment  According  to  various  lesions,  the  disease  is 
known  as  keratitis  punctata,  serous  iritis,  descemetitis,  etc.,  as  it  is 
obvious  that  there  are  other  lesions  underlying  the  apparent  disorder. 

The  disease  is  in  fact  a  serous  inflammation  of  the  iris,  with  more  or 
less  implication  of  the  ciliary  body,  the  exudation,  the  product  of  the 
inflammation,  being  a  serous  exudate,  which  tends  to  increase  the 
amount  of  aqueous  humor,  causing  increased  tension  of  the  eye-ball. 

However,  with  the  serous  exudate  there  is  more  or  less  fibrous  ma- 
terial, which,  floating  in  the  aqueous,  settles  or  precipitates  in  spots 
on  the  back  of  the  cornea  in  the  shape  of  a  triangle,  the  larger  spots 
and  base  down,  the  deposits  diminishing  in  size  toward  the  apex  which 
is  toward  the  center  of  the  cornea.  It  is  this  strange  and  beautiful 
symptom  that  gives  the  name,  keratitis  punctata,  as  well  as  desce- 
metitis. 

In  this  disease  we  are  liable  to  have  posterior  senechia,  but  the  ad- 
hesive bands  are  not  strong,  the  plastic  element  of  the  exudate  being 
absent  The  pain,  photophobia,  circum- corneal  injection,  and  lach- 
rymation,  in  this  form,  are  not  nearly  as  severe  as  in  the  other  varie- 
ties of  iritis,  but  the  stubbornness  of  the  disease,  together  with  the 
ncreased  tension,  are  the  important  features.     In  many  cases  glauco- 
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matous  symptoms  come  on,  and  an  immediate  iridectomy  is  d 
save  the  eye. 

Atropine  in  this  form  of  iritis  is  contra-indicated.  I  should 
local  hot  fomentations,  attended  with  some  antiseptic  lotion. 
secretions,  the  skin,  kidneys,  and  bowels,  should  receive  most  < 
attentior. 


Vertical  section  of  cornea  (highly  magnified),  showing  the  peculiar  deposits  01 
back  of  the  cornea— keratltU  punctata. 

Bryonia:  With  a  tearing,  tensive  pain  in  the  ball,  or  in  any 
the  fifth  nerve.  In  serous  iritis  in  general,  I  would  rely  upc 
internally. 

Gelseminmn.. — I  would  give  gelseminum  in  this  disease  if  ass< 
with  choroidal  inflammation. 

Iodide  of  Potassium. — If  this  iritis  is  associated  with  inte 
keratitis,  I  would  more  than  suspect  inherited  syphilis,  and  gi 
agent. 

Paracentesis  of  the  anterior  chamber  is  sometimes  resorted  to 
beginning  of  increase  of  tension,  but  if  this  increase  of  tension 
way  constant,  iridectomy  should  not  be  delayed. 


DEFLECTION  OF  THE  NASAL  SEPTUM. 

Indications  for  Operation. — A  deflection  of  the  nasal  septi 
degree  needing  operation  is  not  of  very  frequent  occurrence,  1 
the  same  time,  when  necessary  it*  is  quite  an  important  matter. 
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skier  the  correction  of  the  deflection  necessary  when  it  so  nearly  oc- 
cludes the  nostril  that  we  have,  as  a  result,  complete  one-sided  nasal 
respiration,  ear  disease,  or  bad  pharyngitis  due  to  the  posterior  flow 
of  the  secretions  consequent  upon  the  mechanical  obstruction.  In 
singers  and  public  speakers  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  get  volume 
to  the  voice.  Even  though  a  very  marked  deflection,  I  do  not  believe 
in  operating,  except  in  the  above  conditions. 

Choice  of  Operation. — I  believe  that  the  choice  of  operations  is  in 
making  an  incision  through  the  septum  in  the  long  axis  of  the  "bend, " 
then,  while  watching  the  concavity,  press  with  the  finger  in  the  oc- 
cluded nostriL  If  the  septum  returns  nearly  straight,  all  right  If 
too  much  force  is  necessary,  I  make  a  short  incision  across  the  first 
one.  and  then  into  the  occluded  nostril  introduce  a  hollow  hard  rubber 
tube  (perforated  many  times  all  around  and  open  at  both  ends),  using 
sufficient  strength  to  force  the  septum  into  the  desired  position. 

The  knife  used  is  a  shall,  sharp-pointed,  hook-shaped  knife,  and 
the  hard  rubber  tube  comes  in  three  sizes,  made  for  this  purpose. 
The  tube  may  be  filled  with  some  antiseptic  gauze  to  soak  up  the 
secretion,  which  may  be  changed  twice  daily,  or  the  after  treatment 
may  consist  simply  of  sponging  and  swabbing  out  the  interior  of  this 
tube  with  any  alkaline  and  antiseptic  solution.  By  this  tube  being 
perforared,  etc.,  with  thorough  and  frequent  cleansing,  it  can  remain 
in  place  two  or  three  days,  insuring  good  union  of  the  septum  ;  and  in 
this  way  having  the  advantage  over  the  old-fashioned  method  of  daily 
plugging  the  occluded  nostril  with  oakum. 

By  cocainizing  both  sides  of  the  septum  with  a  four-percent,  solu- 
tion, the  operation  is  absolutely  painless. 


FORnUL>€. 

Useful  as  a  gargle  in  follicular  tonsillitis,  aphthous  patches  in  the 
mouth,  in  salivation:  R — Potaa  chlor.  3jM  acid  carbolic  gtt  viil, 
aq.  calcis  SviiL    M. 

Useful  in  chronic  hypertrophic  rhinitis,  with  profuse  secretion,  and 
also  as  an  emollient:  R — Alumnol  gr.  x.,  tinct  benzoin  9j.,  white 
vaseline  sj.     M.     Ft  ungt 

Used  as  a  spray  in  the  nasal  passages  ;  very  successful  in  aborting 
a  cold  by  its  effect  in  contracting  blood-vessels,  and  thus  reducing 
engorged  tissues.  Its  use  is  very  painful  at  times,  and  in  some  cases 
it  must  lie  employed  very  cautiously  and  only  after  cocainization : 
R— Aniipvrin  grs.  x.,  aq.  distill.  Sj.     M. 

Usfd  as  a  spray  for  a  like  purpose ;  also  in  chronic  hypertrophic 
rhinitis,  and  in  subacute  pharyngo  laryngitis :  R — Alumnol  gr.  x.  to 
gr.  xv.,  aqua  distill.  3j.     M.  —  Clinical  Chronicle. 


Hay  Fever  Treatment. — Dr.  S.  S.  Bishop,  of  Chicago,  reports 
interestingly  on  this  subject  in  the  Laryngoscope.  We  extract  the 
following  method  from  his  paper:  "All  patients  seem  to  derive  much 
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benefit  from  the  home  treatment  with  a  mild  spray  of  camphoi 
thol  in  lanoline.  It  is  best  to  begin  with  a  one-per-cent  solutio 
gradually  increase  to  the  three  percent  This  preparation  cle 
covers  and  protects  the  mucous  membrane.  It  contracts  the  ca] 
blood  vessels,  reduces  swelling,  arrests  sneezing  and  irritation,  < 
excessive  discharges,  and  corrects  perverted  secretions.  Mucb 
fort  is  afforded  by  the  employment  of  this  spray,  at  bedtime  espe 
Even  the  ten  per  cent  solution  can  be  used  without  ill  effects  h 
jecting  the  finest  kind  of  a  nebula  by  means  of  the  hand  dilat 
have  seen  a  moment's  treatment  of  this  kind  instantly  stop  1 
sneezing  and  a  profuse  watery  discharge. 


Graphites  in  Chronic  Ciliary  Blepharitis — In  those  cases  in 
this  remedy  is  useful,  the  edges  of  the  lid  will  usually  be  founc 
len  slightly,  and  of  a  pale  red  color ;  the  inflammation  may  h 
fined  to  the  canthi  (blepharitis  angularis),  especially  to  the 
which  have  a  tendency  to  crack  and  bleed  easily  upon  any  a 
to  open  the  lids ;  the  margins  may  be  ulcerated  ;  dry  scurfs  ar 
ally  present  in  the  cilia,— Horn.  Eye,  Ear,  and  Throat  Jour. 


PERISCOPE. 

LAWS  OF   HEREDITY. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Richardson,  superintendent  of  the  Ohio  State 
tal  for  the  Insane,  delivered  an  address  on  the  "Influence  of 
ity,"  at  the  Wesley  Chapel  in  Columbus,  on  Sunday  evening 
1st,  of  which  the  following  is  a  synopsis,  taken  from  the  Oh  if, 
Journal: 

"The  speaker  showed  how  certain  laws  of  inheritance  cont 
perpetuation  of  bodily  structures,  the  physical  features  of  ; 
being  reproduced  in  their  children.  It  was  equally  true  that  \ 
include  the  mental  faculties  in  the  same  category  with  bodih 
tures.  There  is  also  an  hereditary  transmission  of  moral  qi 
Honesty  and  dishonesty,  truthfulness  or  untruthfulness,  moR 
licentiousness,  are  not  wholly  the  result  of  environment  or  edu 

"A  distinction  was  drawn  between  the  accidental  and  the  h 
criminal.  The  one  may  be  fairly  ascribed  to  the  vitiating  h] 
of  unfavorable  surroundings  or  bad  education.  The  other  is 
alwavs  the  result  either  of  inherited  tendencies  or  of  disease 
feet.  On  the  other  hand,  probity  and  honor,  truthfulness  and 
rity,  are  traits  that  are  inbred  and  handed  down  generation  aft 
eration  in  many  families. 

"Most  people  accept  the  view  that  the  mind  is  a  functioi 

brain,  that  all  we  know  of  mind  activity  and  its  disorder  demoi 

.  that  the  brain  is  the  organ  through  which  it  is  made  manifest. 
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brain  is  defective  the  mind  is  defective.  The  type  of  structure  of  the 
brain  must  have  some  relationship  to  the  mental  characteristics.  In 
other  words,  the  mind  is  a  function  of  the  brain,  just  as  the  secretion 
of  digestive  fluids  is  a  function  of  the  stomach.  We  would  not  deny 
that  mind  may  have  a  separate  existence  apart  from  the  body,  for  it 
may  have  a  connection  with  spirit  and  be  eternal  in  existence  and  im- 
ponderable in  substance  ;  but  as  far  as  this  life  is  concerned,  as  long 
as  this  body  lives,  there  are  certain  definite  relations  between  states 
of  the  brain  and  conditions  of  the  mind,  and  we  know  nothing  of  the 
mind  except  as  it  is  seen  in  certain  forms  of  activity  of  the  brain. 

uDr.  Richardson  reasoned  from  this  that  both  mental  and  moral 
qualities  are  implanted  in  our  bodily  tissues,  and  are  transmitted  in 
this  form.  Instances  were  given  where  changes  in  bodily  structure 
caused  changes  in  moral  traits  and  the  quality  of  acts.  Epilepsy, 
which  is  purely  a  physical  disease  of  the  brain  and  nervous  system, 
often  results  in  change  in  moral  character.  One  of  his  most  difficult 
tasks,  the  speaker  said,  was  weighing  the  testimony  of  patients  as  to 
occurrences  in  the  hospital.  Much  of  it  is  wholly  unreliable,  and  to 
sift  out  the  grain  of  truth  from  the  chaff  of  deceit  and  falsehood  is 
often  very  difficult  The  insane  are,  in  most  instances,  so  changed 
by  their  disease  that  they  become  in  reality  other  individuals,  so  un- 
like themselves  in  a  state  of  health  that  it  is  difficult  to  recognize  them 
as  the  same.  This  change  is  largely  a  moral  change ;  the  quality  of 
their  acts  is  modified.  They  view  matters  differently  and  express 
wholly  opposite  opinions  of  morals  and  the  right  and  wrong  of  par- 
ticular acta 

*  These  facts  show  that  in  the  conditions  of  certain  physical  tissues 
there  lies  an  influence  that  affects  the  quality  of  our  acts,  and  in  their 
states  of  nutrition  and  degree  of  development  we  see  factors  that  mod- 
ify our  activities  as  units  in  the  social  composition.  Spirit  in  its  es- 
sence is  doubtless  pure  and  perfect  in  all  its  parts,  just  as  the  ideal 
body  is  perfect ;  but  as  it  is  associated  in  human  composition,  and  as 
an  integral  part  of  our  bodily  structure,  it  is  modified  by  physical 
states  and  varies  in  all  its  forms  of  activity  with  the  varying  states  of 
these  associated  tissue  forms. 

<4Dr.  Richardson  held  that  there  can  be  no  such  thing  iu  nature  as 
a  fixed  standard  of  morals  by  which  all  individuals  can  be  fairly 
judged.  We  are  each  held  responsible  for  what  God  has  given  us  ; 
no  more  and  no  less.  There  is  but  one  excuse  or  justification  for  man 
to  mete  out  penalties  for  what  he  may  consider  wrong-doing,  and  that 
Is  the  protection  of  society. 

'The  address,  which  was  a  very  able  presentation  of  the  subject, 
was  given  the  closest  attention  by  the  large  audience." — Columbus 
Meditat  Journal. 
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SOUNDING  THE  MALE  URETHRA. 

Until  quite  recently  this  treatment  was  seldom  deemed  called 
only  in  the  presence  of  organic  urethral  troubles,  as  stricture,  tho 
a  few  recommended  its  use  in  gleet  Now,  these  are  but  two  of 
many  troubles  for  which  it  is  considered  a  necessity  before  at  tail 
the  best  of  results,  by  the  up-to-date  doctor.  We  find  it  of  v; 
in  chronic  diseases  that  from  its  good  results  show  they  have  b 
due  to  sexual  neuroses,  though  this  locality  had  not  been  though 
as  the  source.  Its  beneficial  uses  are  found  in  anaemic  as  wel 
hyperaemic  conditions  of  the  sexual  parts,  in  atrophies  as  well 
hypertrophies,  in  functional  more  often  than  in  organic  disease 
the  urethral  canal,  viz.  :  stricture  and  chronic  catarrh. 

The  use  of  the  sound  is  almost  always  contra-indicated  in  a< 
troubles.  It  is  when  the  condition  present  has  become  subacute 
chronic  that  it  is  useful,  if  properly  employed.  If  not  skillfully  t 
we  may  sometimes  have  temporary  trouble.  Our  books  talk  inue 
urethral  fever  following  the  use  of  the  sound  and  catheter,  while 
experienced  user  of  these  instruments  so  seldom  meets  it.  Wh 
this?  First,  because  they  avoid  the  use  of  sounds  in  acute  troub 
and  secondly,  because,  if  possible,  they  do  no  great  violence  by  re? 
of  employing  graded  sounds.  With  the  medium  sizes  cleanse 
canal  of  all  mucus  first ;  then  follow  with  such  sizes  as  fit  the  cj 
closely  throughout  its  entire  length,  but  not  over- distending  the 
thra.  All  that  is  necessary  is  to  have  the  canal  patulous,  so  as  to 
tain  free  drainage ;  then,  even  if  there  be  some  violence,  trouble  r 
not  ensue.  But  if  the  circular  fibers  of  the  urethra  be  not  fully 
tended,  look  out  for  spasmodic  action  of  the  same  with  the  resul 
debris  and  its  consequences,  one  of  which  is  very  likely  to  be  uret 
fever.  Where  over-distension  has  been  reached,  a  little  time 
usually  remedy  this,  unless  the  patient  be  an  old  man,  when  ai 
treatment  may  be  required  to  restore  sooner  the  former  tonicity  of 
structures.  This  is  generally  easily  accomplished  by  the  aid  of  n 
icinal  treatment,  electricity,  massage,  etc. 

There  are  some  old,  dormant  cases  where  we  court  shock  be 
we  can  expect  to  get  the  desired  results,  and  treatment  herein 
posed  is  adopted.  When  such  is  necessary  it  must  be  followed 
great  care  and  extreme  caution.  Medium-sized  instruments  are 
used  and  left  to  remain  a  .few  minutes  to  thereby  arouse  reac 
power.  Often  the  length  of  time  and  the  frequency  of  use  of 
sound  can  only  be  determined  by  cautious  trials.  The  wise  ji 
ment  of  the  experienced  practitioner  must  decide  these  points, 
cases  must  be  individualized.  They  must  necessarily  be  caref 
selected.  Patients  known  to  already  have  kidney  disease  should 
let  alone,  for  even  where  the  kidneys  are  healthy  there  is  some  1 
danger  of  causing  temporary  renal  trouble  by  protracted  ufc 
sounds  in  old  stubborn  cases.     There  is  also  another  danger,  tha 
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causing  trouble  in  the  prostatic  inch,  especially  if  there  be  present 
enlarged  prostate ;  here  orchitis  may  follow  only  to  sometimes  annoy 
not  only  the  patient,  but  the  doctor,  for  months  afterwards.  The 
experienced  surgeon  knows  full  well  the  danger  of  all  forms  of  major 
surgical  work  where  chronic  kidney  lesions  exist,  and  especially  work 
upon  the  genito- urinary  tract.  Inflammatory  action  is  easily  aroused 
thereby. 

Be  it  remembered  that  in  all  troubles  of  the  male  urethra,  whatever 
may  be  the  condition  or  treatment  resorted  to,  danger  is  greatly  les- 
sened and  good  results  may  be  more  certainly  attained  by  proper 
attention  to  the  surgical  work  of  the  rectum.  In  some  cases  this  is 
absolutely  necessary  before  desired  results  are  made  possible. 

Certainly  this,  is  a  subject  requiring  some  notice,  and  if  I  have,  in 
this  brief  paper,  succeeded  in  calling  more  attention  to  the  value  and 
necessity  of  the  use  of  graded  sounds  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  my 
object  is  accomplished,  for  this  is  a  branch  of  our  science  that  I  fear 
is  sadly  neglected. — H.  E.  Beebe,  M.  D ,  in  Journal  of  Orijicia! 
Surgery. 


THE  SCHEniNG  MICROBE. 

A  microbe  sat  on  a  maiden's  lip,  right  in  its  kissiest  part, 

And  murmured,  "I'll  work  that  young  man  in  the  highest  style  of  art ; 

I'll  send  a  raging  colony  careering  through  his  veins, 

And  they  shall  soak  his  system  with  a  choice  lot  of  ptomains. 

0,  I'm  of  the  choleraic  sort,  and  the  epidemic  brand, 

And  you  may  bet  the  victim  knows  whenever  I'm  on  hand  ; 

For  I  raise  a  rumpus  in  his  bow 'Is,  like  a  slowly  bursting  lx>mb. 

Which  only  ends,  as  a  general  thing,  when  he  reaches  the  kingdom -come 

Now  him  that  the  grizzly  microbe  had  in  its  measly,  pizen  mind, 
Was  a  nicish,  youthish  laddie  of  the  hottest  blooded  kind  ; 
Who  loved  this  sweetish,  youthish  girl  with  an  incandescent  vim. 
Which  only  found  an  offset  in  the  way  that  she  loved  him. 

Well,  on  the  next  sweet  Sunday  night,  this  nicish,  youthish  man 
Was  seated  on  the  same  chair  with  his  darling  Mary  Ann  ; 
And  he  hugged  till  he  nearly  busted  her  precious  diaphragm, 
And  kissed  her  sixteen  hundred  times,  with  the  zest  of  a  battering  ram. 

The  microbe  had  been  swapped  at  least  one  thousand  times,  and  when 
The  young  man  left,  the  ornery  beast  was  still  with  Mary  Ann  ; 
When  her  beau  had  gone  she  finished  up  by  kissing  "Puggy  Wee." 
And  next  day  that  devoted  pup  most  died  of  choleree. 

W.  C.  Cooper,  M.  D.  in  Med.  Gleaner. 
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RCENTGEN  RAYS  IN  SURGERY. 

Dr.  Reginald  H.  Sayre,  of  New  York  county,  read  a  pape 
this  subject  before  the  New  York  State  Medical  Association,  and  i 
trated  it  with  lantern-slides  of  X-ray  photographs  of  surgical  a 
He  said  that  the  Crookes  tubes  are  exhausted  to  about  one- mi  11  i 
of  an  atmosphere.  It  was  found  that  if  a  window  were  made  in 
tube,  and  an  aluminum  plate  substituted,  the  rays  would  pass 
of  the  tube  and  produce  florescence  on  certian  substances  at  s 
distance  from  the  tube.  Further  investigation  showed  that  the 
minum  window  was  not  necessary.  Next  it  was  discovered  that  t 
a  pine  board  did  not  intercept  these  rays.  In  the  course  of  these 
periments,  Roentgen's  hand  was  interposed  between  the  source  ol 
rays  and  a  photographic  plate,  but  instead  of  the  ordinary  shado 
the  hand,  the  photograph  represented  a  shadow  of  the  bones  of 
hand.  It  was  then  discovered  that  the  cathode  rays  and  the 
penetrating  these  objects  in  this  remarkable  manner  were  not  id« 
cal  and  hence,  Rjentgea  cilled  these  rays  "X-Rays."  Curioi 
enough,  glass  was  found  to  be  rather  opaque  to  the  passage  of  t] 
rays.  In  producing  a  shadowgraph  of  the  hand,  the  bones  of 
hand  being  denser  than  the  soft  parts,  they  appear  as  a  dark  sha 
under  an  ordinary  exposure,  but  by  prolonging  the  exposure  of 
photographic  plate,  the  shadow  of  the  bones  can  be  made  to  i 
away,  and  even  to  disappear  entirely.  The  next  development  in 
inieresting  subject  was  the  use  of  the  Horoscope  of  Edison,  by  wl 
one  was  able,  without  the  intervention  of  photography,  to  view 
inner,    and  heretofore  hidden  parts  of  the  body. 

It  was  obvious  that  these  X-rays  had  many  useful  application 
surgery.  For  instance,  it  was  practicable  to  photograph  a  f  ractu 
limb  through  the  plaster  of  Paris  casing,  thus  furnishing  the  surg 
with  a  means  of  determining  the  condition  of  the  fracture  without 
moving  the  plaster  splint.  It  was  feasible  also  to  take  a  shadowgr 
of  a  pelvis  before  operation,  showing  the  position  of  the  head  of 
femur  in  a  case  of  congenital  dislocation,  and  also  after  the  operat 
and  so  demonstrate  beyond  all  dispute  the  exact  position  of  the  f< 
oral  head.  The  X-rays  were  useful  also  in  distinguishing  betw 
bony  and  fibrous  ankylosis.  In  cases  of  true  bony  ankylosis, 
photograph  would  not  show  any  gap  between  the  ends  of  the  boi 
as  was  the  case  in  fibrous  ankylosis.  It  should  be  remembered,  h 
ever,  that  some  little  practice  is  requisite  in  order  to  properly  see  < 
interpret  these  skiagraphs.  Owing  to  the  translucency  of  the  cart 
ges  in  young  children,  skiagraphs  of  club-feet  in  young  subjects 
not  very  instructive.  Much  experience  and  skill  are  necessary  in 
der  to  secure  the  best  results  from  this  special  form  of  photograp 
A  careful  adjustment  not  only  of  the  apparatus,  but  of  the  time  of 
posure  has  much  to  do  with  the  result. 
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A  series  of  skiagraphs  were  then  shown  on  the  screen.  Most  of 
these  had  been  taken  at  a  distance  of  about  eighteen  inches  from 
the  Crookes  tube,  and  in  most  instances  the  plate  had  been  placed  in 
the  ordinary  plate-holder.  The  plates  used  differed  from  those  ordi- 
narily employed  in  photography  in  that  the  film  was  much  thicker, 
and  coated  with  collodion.  Such  films  are  very  liable  to  "frill"  and 
come  off  the  plate,  or  become  badly  distorted  in  warm  weather,  so 
that  their  manipulation  is  not  easy.  The  length  of  exposure  can  be 
very  greatly  shortened  by  placing  a  thin  screen  of  tungstate  of  cal- 
cium, florescent  side  down,  next  the  photographic  film.  Such  figures, 
however,  were  not,  in  his  opinion,  so  clearly  outlined  as  the  ones 
taken  in  the  usual  way. — American  Medico- Surgical  Bulletin. 


THE  SKELETON  IN  THE  CLOSET. 

There  is  a  skeleton  in  every  household,  more  or  less  effectually 
concealed  from  the  unsympathetic  gaze  of  the  neighbors  and  even 
from  the  questioning  curiosity  of  the  younger  members  of  the  family. 
The  elders  know  of  its  existence,  but  speak  seldom  of  it,  and  then 
only  with  bated  breath.  Occasionally  one  of  them,  more  restless  than 
the  rest,  may  open  the  door  of  the  closet,  where  it  hangs  in  solitary 
majesty,  and  give  to  the  startled  youngsters  a  furtive  glimpse  of  the 
grim  occupant 

Such  figure  rose  before  our  mind's  eye  while  reading  in  the  Bulle- 
tin of  the  American  Academy  of  Medicine  (October)  a  paper  read  be- 
fore the  Academy  by  Elmer  Lee,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Ph.  B.,  of  Chicago, 
on  the  "Confusion  of  the  Materia  Medica  Relating  to  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. " 

To  any  reader  of  the  journals  of  the  so-called  old  school  it  will  be- 
come evident  that  in  the  minds  of  of  their  best  men  there  is  a  grow- 
ing dissatisfaction  with  their  therapeutics — not  with  their  power  of 
diagnosis,  not  with  the  action  of  their  drugs  nor  with  the  doses,  not 
with  their  auxiliary  resources,  but  with  the  absolutely  unguided  and 
lawless  mode  of  application  of  all  of  these.  The  want  of  a  scientific 
system  of  therapeutics  is  the  skeleton  in  their  household.  Strange 
as  it  may  seem,  that  very  puppet  which  they  at  times  parade  before 
the  public  decked  out  in  the  garb  of  "unsectarianism"  and  'true  lib- 
erality," Is  the  skeleton,  that  "grinning  and  ghastly  and  horrible 
thing"  which  taunts  them  at  home  with  their  blunders  and  wander- 
ings and  inane  strivings.  To  the  youngsters  of  their  profession  the 
"regular"  practice  is  the  only  rational,  liberal,  scientific  one  (sancta 
timplicitas!) ;  but  for  them — his  words  are  "directed  to  confreres,  not 
laymen" — Dr  Lee  opens  the  closet  door,  and  gives  a  glimpse  of  the 
skeleton.  He  says:  'The  profession  has  been  going  on  for  over 
three  thousand  years,  studying  the  diseases  of  the  body,  and  experi- 
menting to  find  out  a  system  of  therapy  which  is  scientific.  It  is  as 
far  to-day  from  that  perfection,  which  is  desired  by  all,  as  it  was  one 
vol.  lvil — 14 
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hundred  years  ago.  There  were  those  at  that  time  who  succeeds 
both  ameliorating  and  curing  disease.  Such  persons  are  amooj 
to-day.  But  the  great  mass  of  physicians,  as  well  as  the  great  mi 
ity  of  patients  are  controlled  by  a  system  of  therapeutic  reasoning 
from  scientific.  There  will  be  exceptions  to  my  view ;  but  the  ei 
tions  will  melt  away  upon  sifting  the  actual  facts  of  the  case." 
other  words,  many  will  try  to  clap  to  the  door  of  the  closet  and 
there  is  nothing  in  it ;  but  the  skeleton  is  there,  as  any  one  may 
who  has  the  courage  to  let  in  the  light  of  truth  and  face  its  rei 
tions. — Editorial  Hahiiemannian  Monthly. 


SURGERY    OF    THE    STOMACH. 

Kukula  ( Wien.  Klin.  Rundsch.)  reports  the  histories  of  five  < 
which  he  operated  upon.  The  first  was  that  of  a  round  ulcer  w 
was  resected,  and  the  wound  sutured  by  Czerny's  method  ;  cure. 

According  to  Kuster,  there  are  three  indications  for  operatic 
cases  of  gastric  ulcere — stenosis  of  the  pylorus,  peritonitis  folloi 
perforation,  and  profuse  or  uncontrollable  hemorrhage.  To  these 
be  added  one  other  indication — painful  swelling  or  an  apparent  tu 
At  the  operation  a  round  ulcer,  with  adhesions,  is  usually  foun 
the  causa 

The  author  was  able  to  collect  five  such  cases  from  literature  sii 
to  his  own.  In  all  the  subjective  symptoms  of  gastric  ulcer  were  : 
ifest,  pain  in  the  gastric  region,  which  was  usually  localized 
increased  after  meals ;  occasionally  vomiting  and  anorexia.  He 
rhage  occurred  only  in  one  case.  In  none  of  these  cases  was  a  co 
diagnosis  mada  In  four  cases  the  presence  of  a  tumor,  and  ii 
fifth  a  supposed  pyloric  stenosis,  led  to  the  operation. 

The  presence  of  a  tumor  should  always  lead  to  a  laparoton 
ascertain  its  character  or  for  its  immediate  removal 

Excision  of  an  adherent  gastric  ulcer  is  unnecessary,  and  ii 
author's  opinion  contra-indicated.  Beyond  doubt  gastric  ulcei 
heal  spontaneously.  The  production  of  adhesions  with  the  abdoc 
walls  is  a  mode  of  spontaneous  cure  which  forms  a  barrier  ag 
perforation  and  its  dangerous  sequelae.  Why  then  remove  an  \ 
which  has  been  rendered  harmless  by  adhesions,  these  adhesions 
pearing  in  the  shape  of  a  tumor. 

If,  however,  in  connection  with  a  suspicious  and  rapidly  incres 
tumor,  the  subjective  symptoms  become  more  severe,  and  ink 
treatment  gives  no  relief,  then  a  radical  gastrectomy  is  indicated, 
if  we  are  certain  that  we  are  dealing  only  with  a  simple  ulcer  oi 
anterior  wall  of  the  stomach,  which  is  adherent  to  the  abdominal  * 
The  same  is  to  be  done  where  a  tumor  of  the  anterior  wall  of  thes 
ach  does  not  positively  point  to  an  ulcer.  In  cases  of  complicate 
multiple  ulcers  gastroenterostomy  may  be  performed. 

The  second  case  was  one  of  carcinoma  of  the  pylorus  with  in£ 
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tion  of  the  glands.  Gastroenterostomy,  according  to  Doyer's  method, 
was  performed.  A  second  laparotomy  had  to  be  performed  on  account 
of  incessant  vomiting.  Two  days  after  the  second  laparotomy  the 
patient  died.  Death  was  induced  by  the  incessant  vomiting,  caused 
by  a  regurgitation  of  bile  and  pancreatic  juice  into  the  stomach,  the 
onJ  y  drawback  to  gastroenterostomy.  Thus  far  Maydl's  jejunostomy 
is  the  best  procedure  for  the  prevention  of  this  complication. 

The  third  and  fourth  case  had  a  pylorectomy  on  account  of  a  pylo- 
ric scirrhus.  The  diagnosis  was  made  before  the  operation.  One  pa- 
tient is  doing  well  six  months  after  the  operation.  The  second  case 
died  on  the  tenth  day  from  inanition,  although  food  had  been  given 
by  mouth  as  early  as  third  day.  In  this  case,  gastroenterostomy 
would  most  probably  have  led  to  the  same  result 

In  the  fifth  case  gastrotomy  was  performed  successfully.  The  pa- 
tient swallowed  a  nail  six  ctm.  long  and  three  mm.  thick.  The  un- 
doubted presence  of  the  nail,  pain,  and  tenderness,  led  to  the  opera- 
tion.— Am.  Medico- Surg.  Bui. 


Intradural  Section  of  the  Spinal  Nerves  for  Neuralgia. 

Dr.  R,  Abbe,  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Oct 
1, 1896,  reports  seven  cases,  of  which  three  were  operated  upon  by 
himself,  and  the  others  by  different  surgeons. 

1.  For  nearly  two  years  ascending  neuritis,  pain  in  the  right  arm, 
following  violent  work.  He  had  many  operations,  and  finally  ampu- 
tation near  the  shoulder.     Acquired  morphine  habit 

Divided  sixth  and  seventh  cervical,  both  roots,  outside  the  dura, 
but  inside  the  spinal  canal ;  seventh  and  eighth  cervical  posterior 
roots  inside  dura.  No  evidence  of  permanent  relief  after  eight  years. 
Temporary  cutaneous  anesthesia.  Has  slowly  recovered,  though  not 
entirely. 

2.  Man  aged  45  years.  Exposure  of  arm  to  cold.  Ascending  neu- 
ritis in  left  arm.  Many  operations  on  nerves — resection  and  stretch- 
ing—with no  relief  during  two  and  one-half  years.  Agonizing  pain, 
paroxysmal  and  constant     Morphine  hypodermically  every  two  hours. 

At  the  operation  the  posterior  roots  were  divided  intradurally — sixth, 
seventh,  eighth  cervical,  and  first  dorsal  Immediate  relief  from 
pain.  Some  return  of  pain  in  second  week.  Entire  stoppage  of  mor- 
phina  Patient  discharged  in  four  weeks.  Improved  as  to  pain.  An- 
esthesia up  to  middle  of  arm.  Suffering  comparatively  insignificant 
Six  years  later  an  inmate  of  an  invalid  home.  Relatively  slight  evi- 
dences of  pain.     Many  features  of  success  from  the  operation. 

3.  Great  improvement 

4.  Sciatic  neuralgia.     May  be  classed  as  successful. 

5.  6l  Dr.  Horsley.  Two  cases.  Insufficiently  reported  for  criti- 
cism.   One  is  recorded  as  having  had  much  relief. 

7.  Dr.  McCceh.  Of  use  only  in  showing  the  comparative  inno- 
cence of  the  operative  work. 
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Conclusions. — A  comparatively  new  and  interesting  field  of  wc 
opened  by  these  few  cases.  Thus  far,  even  in  weak  patients,  the 
ration  has  been  devoid  of  risk  It  is  sound  in  theory,  and  has  yi< 
enough  results  to  show  that  it  may  become  a  meritorious  operate 

It  should  be  resorted  to  early  in  cases  of  ascending  neuritis  v 
have  heretofore  been  subjected  to  successive  nerve-stretching 
resection  and  finally  amputation,  uniformly  without  benefit 

The  experimental  and  practical  evidence  shows  that  two  addit 
roots  higher  up  than  the  apparent  origin  of  pain  should  be  inch 

There  ought  to  be  no  risk  in  severing  the  posterior  roots  of  the 
and  fourth  cervical,  as  well  as  those  to  the  brachial  plexus,  si 
because  they  supply  the  phrenic,  inasmuch  as  that  needs  motor 
ply  only,  and  at  best  it  has  the  opposite  phrenic  in  reserve. — A 
Med.  and  Surg.  Bulletin. 


Arsenic  In  the  Treatment  of  Nervous  Gastralgia. 

Sir  James  Sawyer,  formerly  Professor  of  Medicine  at  Qu 
College,  Birmingham,  long  ago  acquired  the  conviction,  strength 
by  subsequent  experience,  that  the  best  treatment  of  purely  nei 
gastralgia — characterized  by  pain,  when  the  stomach  is  empty,  v 
is  immediately  relieved  by  the  ingestion  of  food — consists  in  the  i 
nal  administration  of  arsenic.  The  patient  takes  three  times  c 
between  meals,  a  pill  containing  2.5  mg.  of  arsenious  acid, 
treatment  is  continued  for  several  weeks,  which  is  usually  sufficic 
cure  the  gastralgia.  In  grave  cases  the  arsenical  treatment  shou 
associated  with  the  application  of  derivatives  to  the  epigasti 
With  regard  to  the  food  of  the  patient  during  this  treatment,  ei 
ments  have  shown  that  a  mixed  diet  is  preferable  to  putting  hi; 
the  regimen  in  dyspepsia. — Med.  Week. 


Dilatation  of  the  Prepuce* 

W.  S.  Stewart,  in  the  Medical  Council  of  Philadelphia,  pro] 
dilatation    of  the  prepuce  as  a  substitute  for  circumcision. 
Stewart  has  devised  a  preputial  dilator  which  consists  of  four  t 
edged  blades  attached  to  a  curved  forceps  handle. 

The  blades  are  inserted  into  the  preputial  orifice,  with  care  n 
enter  the  urethral  meatus ;  then  by  gradual  pressure  upon  the  hf 
the  foreskin  is  stretched  until  it  may  be  readily  retracted  ova 
glans.  If  there  be  adhesions  to  the  glans,  the  mucous  memt 
should  be  dissected  off  with  a  blunt  probe.  The  probe  can  usi 
be  passed  under  the  membrane  to  the  sulcus  behind  the  corona,  * 
will  aid  the  process. 

The  abstractor  has  found  cases  where  the  adhesions  were  so 
that  a  bistoury  was  also  required  to  detach  the  membrane  fron 
glans.     The  prepuce  should  be  retracted  every  day  and  some  t 
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unguent  applied  until  the  foreskin  is  relaxed  and  contracted  If  a 
redundancy  of  tissue  remain,  it  can  be  easily  removed  afterward. 
Circumcision  is  dreaded  for  the  reason  that  it  is  a  cutting  procedure. 

Dr.  Stewart  alleges  that  this  method  of  dilatation  has  proved  very 
satisfactory,  doing  away  with  the  knife,  drawing  no  blood,  and  there 
is  no  mutilation  of  the  organ ;  also,  that  if  the  operation  be  carefully 
and  thoroughly  done  there  will  be  no  need  of  any  other  remedy. — 
Buffalo  Med.  Jour. 

The  Thyroid  Treatment  of  Goitre. 

Dr.  P.  Brans  has  had  thus  far  over  350  cases  under  thyroid  treat- 
ment, and  is  able  to  draw  (Beitr.  z.  klin.  Chir.)  the  following  conclu- 
sions from  his  observations : 

A  large  majority  of  goitre  cases  are  amenable  to  the  thyroid  treat- 
ment; only  one- fourth  of  the  cases  remain  unaffected.  The  more 
recent  the  case  the  more  favorable  the  result.  A  compact  goitre  can 
be  reduced  to  only  a  few  nodules.  The  simple  hyperplastic  form  is 
the  only  one  favorable  for  this  treatment  In  more  than  three-fourths 
of  the  cases,  after  ceasing  the  treatment  the  goitre  will  grow  again. 
It  is  very  likely  that  the  action  is  due  to  idoine  contained  in  the  thyroid. 


Treatment  of  Malaria  in  Children. — Moncorvo  (Rio  de  Janeiro 
CentrabL  f.  d.  q.  Therapie)  says  that  the  administration  of  quinine  is 
difficult,  both  on  account  of  its  bitter  taste  and  the  intolerance  of  the 
baby's  stomach.  The  studies  of  the  author  related  to  helianthus  an- 
nuus,  methyl  blue,  phenocol,  and  asaproL  Helianthus  annuus  (the 
sunflower)  inhabits  Peru,  but  is  now  frequently  raised  in  gardens. 
His  researches  were  made  with  an  alcoholic  extract  of  this  plant, 
made  from  the  leaves  and  blossoms.  In  61  cases  of  malaria  in  child- 
ren, from  the  ages  of  one  month  to  twelve  years,  it  was  given  in  doses 
of  one- sixth  grain  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  results  in  most  cases 
were  prompt,  and  not  followed  by  any  bad  effects.  In  a  few  cases 
where  quinine  had  been  taken  without  any  result,  the  effects  from  this 
drag  were  satisfactory.  — Pediatrics. 


Fake  Medical  Schools*— One  of  the  Chicago  concerns,  which  has 
extensively  disseminated  its  literature  during  the  last  year,  received 
recently  a  stinging  rebuke  at  the  hands  of  Judge  Clifford,  who  at  the 
Bime  time  rendered  a  decision  which  revoked  its  charter.  The  court 
declared  that  this  institution  was  a  "fraud,  exercising  powers  not 
granted  by  its  charter,"  and  condemned  in  strong  language  the  char- 
acter and  doings  of  such  schools  as  are  "operated  for  such  purposes  as 
exchanging  a  piece  of  sheepskin  for  a  fee."  This  institution  was 
granted  a  charter  in  April,  1895,  and  is  the  concern  so  completely  ex- 
posed in  these  columns  not  long  since.  It  has  been  a  frequent  source 
of  complaint  on  the  part  of  druggists  and  others.  Now  let  Wisconsin 
suppress  the  school  of  like  character  which  exists  in  Milwaukee. — 
Medical  Age. 
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DR.    BAXTER    APPOINTED, 

On  March  17th,  the  Gove rner  appointed  Dr.  Harris  R  I 
Cleveland,  00  the  <  >hiu  State  Board  of  Medical  Registration  at 
ination,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  expiration  of  the 
Th.  J.  K.  BOoddcr.  This  places  two  Homoeopaths  upon  tt 
and  one  Eclectic  by  virtue  of  the  fact  that,  ou  the  final  reg 
the  Homoeopaths  numbered  850*  and  the  Eclectics  670,  wl 
ties  the  former  to  the  extra  appointment 

Eclectics  ijimv  lx-  congratulated  over  the  manner  in  which  1 
der  has  served  hi%$tate.  He  has  been  as  energetically  in 
the  right,  and  U  independent  in  opposing  wrong,  as  it  is  p« 
a  man  to  Ije.  He  ha?*  WOO  the  admiration  of  all  his  associate 
the  conspicuous  members  of  the  medical  profession  throng 
State,  regardless  of  affiliations.  Xo  act  of  his  has  wrongi 
connected  with  any  reputable  medical  college;  no  claim 
made  by  him  for  any  disreputable  or  unqualified  person 
lees  of  the  pressure  that  misguided  friends  might  make.  £ 
the  office  he  has  held,  with  the  respect  of  all  the  meml* 
Board,  Btfed  of  all  the  officers  of  the  State  who  have  met  him. 

Dr.  Baxter  graduated  from  the  Western  College  of  Horn 
Medicine  in  18*58,  and  is  now  Professor  of  Materia  Medic 
Cleveland  Medical  College,  He  is  well  qualified  to  fill  the 
The  writer  has  known  him  personally  for  many  years.  He  i 
vated  gentlemen,  a  thorough  scholar,  an  upright  man,  and  w 
hi*  sect iuii  of  the  medical  profession.  The  Governor  lias 
mistake  in  his  selection. 

The  total  registration  oF  physicians  in  the  State  is 00  i 
Regulars,  5,810;  Homoeopaths,  850 :  BofectJCB,  670;  Phy 
calists,  90:  unclassified,  50;  making  a  total  registration  of 
which  number  tW  are  licentiates  under  the  ten  year  clan 
others  are  graduates  of  medical  colleges  in  good  standing 
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GONORRHEA. 

Yielding  to  the  urgent  request  of  several  readers  of  the  Journal, 
we  write  a  few  lines  upon  this,  at  all  times,  timely  topic.  Like  the 
poor,  the  "nawsty"  disease  is  always  with  ua  We  are  not  profess- 
edly a  specialist  in  this  line,  but  any  physician  who  has  a  large  gen- 
eral business  has  more  or  less  of  it  to  treat,  and  a  great  number  of  his 
cases,  if  not  a  majority,  are  the  male  members  of  the  families  who  are 
constantly  under  his  care,  and  not  the  "sports"  and  "rounders"  of 
the  town.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  disease  affects  these  two 
classes  quite  differently.  We  have  frequently  heard  it  said  that  "A 
dose  of  clap  was  no  worse  than  a  bad  cold. "  We  are  positive  that 
this  does  not  correspond  to  our  observations  generally.  We  could 
imagine  that  the  rough,  tough  rounder,  who  has  neither  respect  nor 
conscience,  and  who,  through  carousing  and  drink  and  abuse  of  his 
body,  might  arrive  at  a  point  where  clap  nor  anything  else  might  dis- 
turb him.  But  we  believe  that  in  the  person  of  feeling,  and  finer 
sensibilities,  the  worry — the  consciousness  of  the  fact  that  he  has  the 
loathsome  disease — adds  at  least  one-half  to  its  severity,  or  to  that 
degree,  renders  the  disease  less  susceptible  to  treatment 

The  first  thing  to  do,  then,  is  to  relieve  the  mind  of  your  sensitive 
patient,  and  right  the  presenting  wrongs  of  the  body,  and  especially 
of  the  nervous  system.  Help  your  patient  to  be  cleanly.  Advise  him 
at  once  to  wear  a  suspensory  bandage  of  some  form,  and  within  it 
keep  some  absorbent  cotton,  which,  when  soiled,  *#ould  be  burned. 
The  suspensory  sustains  the  weight  of  the  testicles  and,  at  the  same 
time,  creates  some  pressure,  both  of  which  we  believe  has  a  tendency 
at  least  to  ward  off  chordee,  epididymitis,  and  orchitis.  The  patient 
is  strongly  cautioned  to  keep  his  hands  from  his  face  or  eyes,  until 
they  have  been  thoroughly  washed,  as  a  particle  of  the  virus  would 
cause  a  gonorrheal  ophthalmia  of  such  virulence  that  it  would  destroy 
the  sight  in  a  very  short  time.  Let  him  use  hot  water  freely,  locally 
and  as  an  injection.  We  always  advise  a  light  diet,  no  alcoholic  bev- 
erages, and  little  or  no  spices  or  condiments  with  the  food,  and  the 
drinking  of  copious  draughts  of  water  to  render  the  urine  free  and 
bland.     We  insist  upon  regular  hours. 

As  to  the  medical  treatment,  no  two  cases  receive  exactly  the  same. 
Remedies  are  used  internally  and  locally  as  an  injection.  The  inter- 
nal medication  is  not  of  the  turpentine,  balsam  of  copaiba,  oil  of  san- 
dal, buchu,  cubebe  variety.  Frequently  we  advise  a  teaspoonful  of 
epeom  or  rochelle  salts  in  a  glass  of  water  at  bed-time.  Other  than 
this,  the  remedy  given  is  specifically  indicated.  To  the  feverish, 
flttshed-faced  fellow,  with  ardor  urinse,  we  give  gelsemium  freely ; 
to  another,  belladonna ;  to  another  eryngium,  apis,  cannabis  Indica, 
elaterium,  salix  nigra*  triticum  repens,  thuja,  cantharis,  hydrangea, 
staphysagria,  aconite,  veratrum,  etc,  each  according  to  its  own  spe- 
cific indication.  These  remedies  relieve  prominent  symptoms  as  read- 
ily in  gonorrhea,  as  in  any  other  disease. 
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In  the  local  application  or  injection  our  treatment  has  been 
uniform,  or  the  remedies  used  are  generally  indicated  At  leas 
suits  have  been  so  satisfactory  that  we  have  not  found  it  necess 
seek  further  for  injections. 

Whether  or  not  the  disease  is  of  such  a  nature,  as  some  clain 
it  will  get  well  in  from  four  to  six  weeks  without  medication,  in 
or  local,  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  say  positively,  but  we  rathei 
it  will  not,  and  therefore  our  medication,  both  internally  and  k 
has  always  been  carefully  followed.  When  there  is  fullness,  anc 
and  unpleasantness  in  the  urethra,  with  copious  discharge,  we 
frequent  injections  of  hot,  water.  These  to  be  followed,  at  on< 
the  medicated  injection.  Relief  of  much  distress  follows,  and 
is  less  chordee.  Lloyd's  hydrastis,  from  two  to  four  drachms  t 
ounces  of  water,  forms  the  best  injection  in  gonorrhea,  as  it  do 
best  application  to  almost  any  diseased  mucous  membrane.  X 
this  we  value  distilled  hamamelis  with  water,  in  the  proporl 
from  one  to  three  or  four.  Next  is  pinus  canadensis,  the  white, 
much  like  hydrastis.  This  is  slightly  more  astringent  Seld 
ever,  are  a  few  grains  of  sulphate  of  zinc  or  acetate  of  lead  ad( 
injections.  They  favor,  if  they  do  not  produce  stricture.  Inj< 
should  be  used  three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  they  should  not 
jected  in  amount  or  with  sufficient  force  to  reach  the  bladder.  If  cl 
supervene,  which  it  seldom  does  if  this  treatment  be  followed,  i 
of  camphor  or  lupulin  every  three  hours  will  relieve  it  Bub; 
not  frequent,  but  when  well  formed,  Phytolacca  and  echinacea 
nally  and  calendula,  aconite,  and  hot  water  locally,  are  the  rem 
Give  exit  to  pus  early.  For  orchitis  and  epididymisis  the  rer 
are  Phytolacca,  Pulsatilla,  eta  in  alternation  with  any  other  rei 
However,  with  the  mild  treatment  and  general  care  suggested  i 
any  of  these  complications  are  of  rare  occurrence.  For  the  ck 
glycerine  like  discharge  that  sometimes  follows,  pass  a  fair  size< 
gie  or  sound,  three  or  four  times  daily.  Do  not  attempt  to  cure 
orrhea  in  three  days ;  three  weeks  is  soon  enough.  We  have 
had  stricture  follow  in  any  case  that  we  have  treated.  w. 


ANOHAL1ES    OF    PLACENTA. 

The  placenta  is  subject  to  various  diseases,  as  well  as  c 
organic  changes  that  may  occasionally  be  present  While  th< 
presumably  uncommon,  in  so  far  as  the  appearances  would  in 
at  term,  it  is  possible  that  abortion  is  more  often  due  to  some 
pathological  lesion  than  any  of  us  know ;  especially  in  cases  of 
ual  abortion,  where  women  have  aborted  frequently,  and  alwi 
about  the  same  period  of  gestation,  and  without- apparent  cause 
My  attention  was  recently  called  to  this  subject  of  anomalov 
degenerative  changes  of  the  placenta  by  a  letter  from  Dr.  J.  H. 
den,  of  Griffithsville,  W.  Va.,  in  which  he  says:  "Will  you  1 
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answer  the  following :  In  the  last  year  I  have  delivered  three  pla- 
centas that  were  full  of  bony  material ;  two  were  at  least  half  bone, 
from  the  size  of  a  pin's  head  to  three  fourths  of  an  inch  long  by  one- 
half  inch  wide,  and  of  a  fine,  white,  dense  material  I  have  been 
unable  so  far  to  find  any  information  on  the  subject " 

This  deposit  is  what  is  known  as  a  calcareous  degeneration ;  it  has 
also  been  called  stone  placenta.  In  some  cases  the  deposit  is  of  a 
sabulous  nature,  characterized  by  a  sandy  or  gritty  material,  while  in 
other  cases  it  is  likened  more  to  plates  or  scales,  and  again  becomes 
more  of  the  bony  order  in  form  and  appearance,  The  deposit  is  more 
often  found  corresponding  to  the  attached  surface  of  the  placenta  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  vessels.  This  condition  is  frequently  found  in  the 
syphilitic  subject ;  nothing  definite,  however,  is  known  as  to  cause. 
Gestation  usually  continues  uninterruptedly,  and  the  foetus  is  born  at 
term,  natural,  and  in  good  condition. 

Other  forms  of  degeneration  are  the  hyaline,  fibrous,  myxomatous, 
cystic,  and  pigmentous.  The  consequences  to  the  foetus  will  depend 
upon  the  extent  to  which  the  circulation  is  affected,  abortion  fre- 
quently following  any  of  the  above  forms  of  degeneration. 

Placentitis  is  one  of  the  most  common  diseases  of  the  placenta,  sev- 
eral varieties  of  which  are  recognized,  as  acute,  chronic,  syphilitic, 
and  tuberculous.  The  prognosis  for  the  foetus  in  these  cases  is  always 
unfavorabla  Apoplexy,  or  an  affusion  of  blood  behind  or  within  the 
tissues  of  the  placenta,  is  also  a  condition  of  comparatively  frequent 
occurrence,  and  is  very  likely  to  result  in  abortion.  r.  c.  w. 


FORE1QN   MEDICAL    LEGISLATION. 

Medical  legislation  is  not  confined  to  our  own  country.  Foreign 
nations  are  also  engaged  in  legally  regulating  the  medical  profession. 
France  has  increased  the  already  very  prohibitive  features  of  her  med- 
ical laws  by  declaring  that  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  shall 
not  be  conferred  upon  any  foreigner  by  any  medical  institution  of  that 
country  unless  the  applicant  shall  agree  not  to  practice  his  profession 
in  France.  Also,  no  foreigner  shall  hereafter  be  permitted  to  serve  as 
an  interne  in  any  hospital  in  Paris. 

As  from  two  to  three  years  service  as  interne  in  a  hospital  is  one 
of  the  requirements  for  graduation,  this  resolution  is  very  effective  in 
accomplishing  that  for  which  it  was  intended,  the  almost  total  exclu- 
sion of  foreigners.  These  regulations  by  the  French  government  are 
similar  to  those  already  in  existence  in  Switzerland  and  prospectively 
in  Italy. 

We  have  no  objections  to  the  prohibitive  laws  of  foreign  lands,  but 
being  believers  in  reciprocity,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  our  nation 
should  adopt  like  proscriptive  measures.  Should  this  be  done,  the 
foreign  quacks  who  flock  to  this  country  to  line  their  pockets  with  the 
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dollars  of  the  credulous,  would  find  their  cheating  career  cut  si 
There  are  many  more  French  physicians  in  America  than  Amer 
physicians  in  France,  therefore,  when  Uncle  Sam  makes  up  his  n 
to  strike  back,  the  howl  of  protest  that  will  go  up  will  not  be  from 
Yankee  doctor  but  from  Johnny  Capeau,  M.  D. 

A  great  many  people  are  ready  to  accept,  as  possessing  all  thi 
necessary  for  a  scientific  completeness,  a  physician  with  a  foreign 
ploma,  while  the  truth  is,  a  *  'foreign  course**  is  entirely  unessei 
for  the  American  physician,  as  every  facility  for  a  complete  med 
education  can  be  found  in  the  United  States.  Many  of  our  most 
inent  physicians  and  surgeons  were  never  on  foreign  shores,     l.  \ 


COLLINSONIA. 

This  is  also  called  "stone  root, "  from  the  fact  that  the  root  is , 
heavy,  hard,  tough,  stone-like,  and  that  it  is  almost  impossibl 
grind  or  powder  it  It  is  not  one  of  the  newer  remedies,  but  it  1 
efficient  one  nevertheless.  Under  old  methods  collinsonia  has  I 
variously  classified.  It  has  been  called  a  tonic,  a  diuretic,  an  asl 
gent,  a  diaphoretic,  an  alterative,  a  stimulant,  a  carminative,  a  dii 
tient,  etc  Had  we  nothing  but  these  names  to  guide  us  to  a  pn 
cal  use  of  this,  or  in  fact  any  other  drug,  there  certainly  woulc 
room  for  guess-work.  The  fact  that  a  drug  is  "said  to  be  good" 
such  and  such  diseases,  does  not  avail  us  much. 

The  Eclectic  finger-boards  pointing  to  the  use  of  collinsonia 
few,  but  they  are  positive,  and  our  experiences  with  the  drug,  b* 
upon  these  indications,  are  sufficiently  satisfactory  to  warrant  u 
not  only  recommending  the  drug,  but  in  urging  Journal  reader 
its  use.  The  late  Prof.  J.  M.  Scudder  said  of  collinsonia :  "I  reg 
it  as  one  of  the  most  direct  and  valuable  agents  of  the  materia  med 
arid  one  that  will  give  satisfaction  to  whoever  employs  it "  The  c 
qualification  that  we  would  attach  to  this  declaration  is,  that  a  fc 
and  reliable  preparation  of  the  drug  must  be  used. 

The  indications  pointing  to  the  use  of  collinsonia  may  be  sumi 
up  in  a  very  few  words.  They  are  congestion,  irritation,  with  a  st 
of  constriction,  and  its  application  as  a  remedy  is  beneficial,  no  e 
ter  what  part  of  the  digestive  tract  is  most  disturbed.  The  at 
indications  are  frequently  pronounced  in  diseases  of  the  throa 
larynx,  diseases  of  the  stomach,  and  in  diseases  of  the  rectum 
anus.  Besides,  we  believe  that  through  its  general  tonic  effect, 
linsonia  markedly  benefits  chronic  disturbances  of  the  genito-urii 
organs. 

For  some  affections  of  the  throat,  collinsonia  is  certainly  a  spec 
It  is  such  in  so-called  "minister's  sore  throat,''  or  the  laryngitis 
to  an  over  use  of  the  speech  organs.     It  is  also  efficient  in  chn 
laryngitis,  with  change  of  voice,  and  in  chronic  bronchitis,  when  tl 
is  irritation,   congestion,   and  sense  of  constriction.      When  tl 
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symptoms  present,  collinsonia  has  no  superior  as  a  remedy  in  certain 
forms  of  relaxed  uvula,  in  pharyngitis,  in  hoarseness,  in  croup,  and 
in  whooping  cough,  as  well  as  in  ordinary  cough  of  nervous  origin. 
For  these  various  uses  it  is  administered  in  fair  sized  doses,  as — R — 
Sp,  collinsonia  f  5j.,  simple  syrup  q.  s.  ad  f  5iv.  M.  S.  Teaspoonf ul 
four  or  five  times  a  day. 

From  its  general  tonic  effect  upon  the  digestive  tract,  collinsonia  is 
a  remedy  of  no  mean  value  in  functional  gastric  troubles,  atonic  dys- 
pepsia, constipation,  anemia,  chlorosis,  etc.  However,  next  to  its 
specific  action  in  throat  affections,  we  desire  to  suggest  the  use  of 
collinsonia  in  rectal  diseases,  and  in  troubles  about  the  anal  outlet 
As  an  internal  medicament  in  the  treatment  of  hemorrhoids,  collinso- 
nia has  no  equal,  if  the  cases  be  well  chosen.  There  is  irritation, 
constriction*  congestion,  a  feeling  as  though  a  foreign  body  of  no  small 
size  were  lodged  within  the  bowel.  There  is  heat,  burning,  and  per- 
haps hemorrhage.  It  is  also  very  efficient  as  an  internal  remedy  in 
the  relief  of  the  disturbances  due  to  rectal  pockets,  papillae,  ulcers, 
spasmodic  stricture,  etc.  It  is  not  surpassed  by  any  remedy  in  these 
troubles,  unless  it  be  by  operative  measures.  The  latter  are  more 
speedy,  but  hardly  more  certain.  The  same  is  true  of  collinsonia  in 
certain  cases  of  painful  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  sphincter  ani, 
and  in  general  prostatitis. 

As  adjunct  remedies  to  be  used  in  combination  or  in  alternation 
with  collinsonia,  we  should  consider  specific  ipecac,  powdered  rhu- 
barb, and  either  the  second  or  third  decimal  trituration  of  sulphur,  or 
the  second  trituration  of  podophyllin.  Collinsonia  should  not  be  for- 
gotten in  reflex  troubles  due  to  rectal  irritation.  In  this  line  we  men- 
tion reflex  cough,  asthma,  chorea,  headache  of  a  dull,  frontal  variety, 
and  reflex  cardiac  affections.  It  is  frequently  a  remedy  in  dysentery, 
and  in  cholera  infantum,  when  there  is  much  tenesmus,  with  irrita- 
tion, constriction,  and  congestion. 

Collinsonia  is  highly  recommened  in  certain  functional  urinary 
troubles,  when  the  symptoms  calling  for  it  are  prominent.  It  allays 
the  irritation  and  gives  speedy  relief.  Many  times  it  is  the  remedy  in 
incontinence  of  urine,  in  urethral  or  vesical  hyperesthesia,  and  for 
minor  gonorrheal  disturbances.  Because  of  this  action  it  has  been 
suggested  as  a  remedy  in  gravel,  calculus,  in  dropsy,  and  in  varico- 
cele. It  is  also  a  remedy  for  the  hemorrhoids,  swollen  genitals,  pru- 
ritus vulva  and  ani,  of  the  pregnant  female.  By  some  it  is  recom- 
mended in  certain  cases  of  dysmenorrhea,  amenorrhea,  leucorrhea, 
prolapsus,  etc. 

The  symptoms — irritation,  constriction,  and  congestion — present- 
ing in  any  case  of  whatever  name  or  nature,  call  for  collinsonia.  For 
use  in  rectal,  anal,  and  genito-urinary  diseases,  the  dose  does  not  need 
to  be  so  large  as  recommended  above.  Ten  drops  of  the  specific  med- 
icine to  four  ounces  of  water,  and  a  teaspoon  ful  of  the  mixture  every 
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hour  or  two,  is  sufficient  for  most  purposes  in  these  lines.  I 
doses,  however,  are  not  followed  by  deleterious  effects.  Reme 
that  when  irritation,  congestion,  and  constriction  are  present,  < 
sonia  is  the  remedy,  call  the  disease  what  you  may.  w.  i 


AVENA    SATIVA. 

Although  oatmeal  has  been  used  as  a  hygienic  food  for  cenl 
the  tincture  of  oats  does  not  seem  to  have  attracted  much  attenti 
to  have  come  into  general  use,  or  to  have  even  a  place  in  the  v 
standard  works  on  materia  medica.  The  manufacture  of  a  "cc 
trated  tincture  of  oats"  has  been  one  of  the  specialties  of  a  pron 
eastern  drug  house  for  years.  Whether  or  not  this  preparatior 
tains  much  or  little  oats,  or  whether  it  contains  other  drugs  c 
we  are  not  able  to  say.  But  the  fact  that  it  has  been  upon  the  n 
so  long — stood  the  tests  of  trade — would  seem  to  warrant  that 
some  virtue. 

For  a  number  of  years  we  have  used  the  specific  medicine 
sativa,  which  is  made  of  fresh  oats  heads,  and  much  satisfactic 
resulted  therefrom.  It  is  not  an  over  active  remedy,  as  we  have 
it  in  doses  varying  from  two  drops  to  fifteen  or  even  twenty  < 
and  no  serious  results  followed  With  the  largest  doses  named  w< 
of  the  opinion  that  certain  nervous  symptoms  were  aggravated, 
ordinary  dose  is  from  one  to  two  drachms  of  the  specific  medic 
four  fluid  ounces  of  water,  a  teaspoonful  of  the  mixture  to  be 
every  two  or  three  hours. 

The  prominent  uses  of  avena  sativa  are  as  a  nerve  tonic,  a  i 
lant,  and  as  an  antispasmodic.     The  specific  indications  callii 
its  use  are  exhaustion  or  nervous  prostration — neurasthenia, 
prefer  it     It  acts  as  a  gentle  stimulant  and  tonic,  as  a  restoral 
the  depressed  nervous  system  and  vital  energies. 

As  a  remedy,  with  such  symptoms  presenting,  we  prescribe 
sativa  in  the  debility  and  insomnia  that  we  find  in  debauchees  w 
reforming.  A  number  of  times  we  have  given  it  to  the  "swon 
toper,  and  with  good  results.  For  the  approaching  delirium  tr 
we  administer  full  doses  of  specific  nux  vomica  and  capsicum, 
the  immediate  danger  of  the  "snakes"  has  passed,  full  doses  of 
are  given  alone  or  in  combination  with  other  remedies.  We 
used  it  freely  and  frequently  in  those  trying  to  relinquish  the 
phine  and  opium  habits.  Recently  our  experience  with  it  ad 
tered  in  full  doses  to  a  clinical  patient  of  this  kind  at  the  E 
Medical  Institute,  was  quite  satisfactory.  Occasionally  we  \ 
alone ;  frequently  we  combine  it  with  other  so-called  nervines. 

Avena  sativa  is  as  frequently  a  remedy  for  the  insomnia  of  ne 
ness — the  overworked.     It  is  harmless  and  efficient,  and  far 
than  opiates  in  these  conditions.     It  is  also  a  remedy  in  speri 
rhea,  when  due  to  nervous  exhaustion  rather  than  to  sexual  ex< 
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or  onanism.  It  is  a  reliable  remedy,  prompt  in  action  in  many  cases 
of  nocternal  seminal  emissions,  in  cases  of  nervous  type,  Avena  is 
also  an  efficient  remedy  in  the  recuperating  stage  following  typhoid 
and  other  exhaustive  or  debilitating  diseases.  It  has  been  highly  rec- 
ommended in  certain  forms  of  paralysis,  and  in  cardiac  rheumatism. 
The  name  of  the  disease  is  not  so  material  as  the  conditions  present- 
ing. Nervous  debility  due  to>  or  accompaning,  any  disease  may  be 
overcome  by  the  judicious  use  of  avena  sativa. 

Quite  frequently  we  advise  that  avena  be  taken  in  hot  water.  We 
cannot  say  positively  that  this  adds  to  the  virtue  of  the  medicine  as 
much  as  it  makes  an  impression  on  the  patient  The  hot  water  alone 
is  likely  to  help  materially  in  "waking  up"  a  feeble  stomach  and 
nervous  system. 

As  we  have  said  above,  we  many  times  combine  avena  with  other 
remedies.  It  is  often  a  part  of  a  prescription  containing  one  or  more 
substances,  such  as  specific  nux  vomica,  lupulin,  staphysagria,  gelse- 
mium,  saw  palmetto,  etc.  We  believe,  upon  the  whole,  that  avena 
sativa  is  &  remedy  that  deserves  further  study  and  consideration  at 
the  hands  of  the  profession.  We  ask  Journal  readers  to  try  it  and 
report  results.  w.  e.  a 


ALKALOIDAL    MEDICATION. 

Perhaps  no  profession  in  existence  is  so  hampered  with  "fads' ' 
as  the  medical  profession.  If  it  is  not  Koch's  tuberculin,  it  is  cere- 
, brine,  testine,  or  something  equally  as  disgusting ;  then  it  is  the  tab- 
let craze ;  and  then  alkaloidal  medication.  Our  mails  are  burdened 
with  literature  relating  the  marvelous  cures  wrought  by  alkaloidal 
medication ;  and  these  reports  are  sandwiched  with  salacious  morsels 
touching  the  sexual  relations. 

The  Eclectic  profession  long  ago  demonstrated  that  the  whole  me- 
dicinal action  of  a  drug  could  not  be  obtained  by  the  isolated  princi- 
ples of  that  drug.  When  in  natural  combination,  these  principles 
exert  a  kindly  and  curative  effect  when  administered  in  the  proper 
closes ;  when  isolated — divorced  from  their  proper  natural  combina- 
tions in  the  drug — they  exert  an  entirely  different  and  oftentimes  dan- 
gerous effect,  and  their  management  presents  difficulties  never  met 
with  in  the  combination  by  nature  with  their  associated  plant  constit- 
uents. The  alkaloids,  gelsemine,  aconitine,  and  like  principles,  are 
dangerous  and  unruly  medicines  in  any  doses,  and  never  fulfill  the 
indications  met  by  fluid  preparations  of  gelsemium  or  aconite.  The 
action  of  opium  on  the  whole  is  essentially  different  from  that  of  any 
of  its  constituents. 

While  a  few  alkaloids,  like  morphine,  atropine,  eta,  have  become 
very  valuable  in  therapy,  and  many  of  them  physiologically  active, 
the  majority  have  failed  to  meet  the  indications  for  which  the  parent 
drug  is  successfully  prescribed.     Who  has  ever  obtained  the  full 
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effects  and  the  kindly  tonic  action  of  hydrastis  from  berberine  o 
hydrastine  alone?  It  seems  an  assured  fact  that  when  you  ha 
strojed  the  natural  association  of  the  principles  in  the  parent 
you  have  also  put  beyond  reach  the  therapeutic  possibilities  of 
same  principles  when  used  as  nature  intended  them  for  use. 

H.   T 

m  

DISPENSE  YOUR  OWN    DRUGS. 

The  present  prostration  of  the  drug  trade  to  the  "fire  sale,' 
rate  store,"  and  *  ten-cent  counter"  plan,  adopted  by  the  owe 
cheap  clothing  stores,  may  well  cause  the  thoughtful  phjsic 
tremble.  Substitutions  and  adulterations  are  bound  to  be  th 
come,  if  long  continued.  There  are  many  occasions  when  a  dr 
or  a  pharmacist  is  essential,  and  must  be  secured.  In  such  cas 
physician  should  not  hesitate  to  caution  his  patient  that  too  "c 
is  fatal  to  the  character  of  his  druggist's  work,  and  should  se 
his  patient  has  directions  to  apply  to  a  pharmacist  well  know 
reliable,"— Alkaloidal  Clinic. 

The  foregoing  abstract  is  in  a  line  with  the  principles  adv< 
by  this  journal  for  half  a  century.  Cheapness  in  medicine  as  op 
to  quality  is  a  crime  in  both  the  seller  and  the  purchaser.  Ha 
lectic  physicians  been  willing  to  use  cheap  drugs,  there  woulc 
been  no  Eclecticism  to-day.  When  you  patronize  a  druggist, 
one  who  is  qualified,  and  pay  him  for  your  medicines.  Don't  < 
pure  fused  nitrate  of  silver  at  the  price  of  lunar  caustic,  on 
nitrate  of  potash.  Don't  expect  well  made  medicines  at  the  pi 
slops.  Don't  ask  a  true  pharmacist  to  debase  himself  by  com] 
in  price  with  a  whiskey  drug  store.  Don't  demand  that  men  q 
themselves  to  make  pure,  high  grade  medicines,  and  next  ask 
to  adulterate  in  order  to  meet  the  price  of  adulterations. 

The  success  of  physicians  depends  on  the  purity  of  their  medi 
The  quality  of  our  medicines  depends  on  the  skill  and  integrity 
pharmacists.  To  patronize  unqualified  pharmacists  is  to  wron 
patients,  ourselves,  and  the  worthy  men  who  make  pharmacy 
study. 

'  ♦  < 

BISriUTH    SUBNITRATE. 

In  these  days  of  antisepsis,  it  is  a  relief  to  find  an  old  and 
remedy  coming  to  the  front  and  taking  its  place  with  the  man 
and  much  vaunted  antiseptics.  We  have  found,  by  experienc* 
number  of  cases,  that  for  intestinal  antisepsis  in  typhoid  fevei 
nitrate  of  bismuth  is  the  remedy  par  excellence.  We  usually 
its  administration  in  five  or  ten  grain  doses,  with  the  appearai 
the  diarrhoea,  and  continue  it  right  along  throughout  the  cou 
the  disease.  The  diarrhoea  is  promptly  arrested,  and  frequent 
bowels  do  not  move  for  ten  days  or  two  weeks.  Sometimes  the  p 
or  the  friends  of  the  patient  will  become  restless  and  uneasy  be 
there  is  no  alvine  discharge,  and  will  desire  the  administratioi 
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cathartic.  Their  request  may  be  complied  with  in  a  few  days,  if  there 
is,  in  the  mean  time,  no  natural  evacuation.  When  in  time  the  con- 
tents of  the  bowel  are  discharged,  they  will  be  found  to  be  solid  or 
semisolid,  and  black  from  the  bismuth,  but  are  odorless,  bland  and 
aseptic.  We  have  used  subnitrate  of  bismuth  in  many  cases  of  typhoid 
fever,  have  given  it  in  five  or  ten  grain  doses  every  four  hours  for 
weeks,  and  have  not  had  any  trouble  with  diarrhoea,  tympanitis,  intes- 
tinal hemorrhage,  or  auto- infection  from  intestinal  sepsis. 

Subnitrate  of  bismuth  is  just  a  plain,  common,  every  day  remedy, 
well  known  to  all  physicians.  It  is  not  a  "specialty"  of  any  drug 
house  or  manufacturing  firm,  hence  such  have  no  interest  in  pushing 
it  We  are  sometimes  prone  to  forget  our  old  friends  because  they 
are  crowded  aside  by  the  extraordinary  claims  and  brazen  effrontery 
of  something  new  and  special,  which,  after  all,  may  not  be  half  as 
good.  Bismuth  subnitrate  is  a  useful  remedy,  and  as  an  antiseptic, 
both  internally  and  externally,  it  excels  many  of  the  new  things.  In 
infantile  diarrhoea  it  serves  a  good  purpose  by  diminishing  the  num- 
ber of  discharges,  and  in  disinfecting  the  intestine.  It  also  has  the 
quality  of  being  pleasant  to  take — no  small  advantage  in  the  treat- 
ment of  children.  l.  w. 


DRUa    INDIVIDUALITY. 

We  have  frequently  read  the  statement  in  standard  works  upon 
therapeutics  and  in  medical  botanies,  that  because  a  drug  belongs  to 
a  certain  natural  order,  it  will  possess  similar  medical  properties  to 
other  plants  of  the  same  order.  This  would  lead  one  to  believe  that 
it  was  of  no  particular  use  to  investigate  the  properties  of  new  plants 
brought  forward  as  medicines,  for  it  will  have  been  concluded  that 
they  possess  only  the  same  properties  as  another  of  the  same  order  or 
family,  and  therefore  superfluoua  Such,  at  any  rate,  seems  to  have 
been  the  views  of  many  who  have  written  works  upon  materia  raedica 
and  therapeutics. 

Thus  we  often  see  the  various  species  of  sesculus  recommended  as 
"possessing  or  probably  possessing  like  powers,"  while  in  fact  both 
Eclectic  and  homoeopathic  observers  have  detected  a  remarkable  vari- 
ance in  their  therapeutic  powers.  While  it  may  be  true  that  in  many 
respects,  a  natural  order  will  lead  us  to  find  even  a  general  kinship  in 
the  therapeutic  action  of  its  members,  it  occasionally  happens  that 
decidedly  different  effects  are  produced  by  plants  closely  associated 
in  a  botannical  order. 

We  believe  that  the  Eclectic  profession  has  profited  on  this  very 
point,  that  it  has  regarded  every  plant  as  possessing  a  distinct  thera- 
peutic individuality.  They  have  not  generalized  as  to  the  powers 
possessed  by  drugs  related  to  each  other  in  the  sense  of  botannical 
favorites,  but  have  sought  for  peculiar  effects  from  each  drug,  and 
have  not  been  disappointed  in  not  finding  them.     Because  hyoscya- 
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mus  is  narcotic,  it  does  not  follow  that  we  should  regard  all  of  the 
Solanaea  as  simply  narcotics ;  but  we  should  seek  for  individual  dis 
tinctions  in  their  'therapeutic  possibilities.  While  hyoscyamus  may 
be  employed  for  its  narcotic  and  anodyne  effects,  solanum  dulcamara 
is  never  used  for  its  narcotic  qualities,  but  is  found  exceedingly  use- 
ful in  disorders  brought  on  by  colds,  dampness,  and  in  certain  skin 
affections.  The  Eclectic  physician  has  not  been  alone  in  his  search 
for  individual  differences  in  closely  related  plants,  but  has  been'  ably 
seconded  by  the  separate  study  of  each  given  drug  made  by  our  phar- 
macists, who  have  so  prepared  our  remedies  by  proper  menstrua  and 
time  of  working  as  to  give  to  them  their  distinctive  and  fullest  thera- 
peutic force.  h.  w.  r. 

m  ■ 

THE  ECLECTIC    FOR  THE    NEW  STATE    BOARD   OF  MEDICAL 
EXAMINATION  AND  REGISTRATION  OF  INDIANA. 

" According  to  the  provisions  of  the  recent  act  of  the  Legislature, 
there  was  created  a  State  Board  of  Medical  Examination  and  Regis- 
tration, to  be  composed  of  five  members,  and  by  the  provisions  of  this 
act  there  will  be  at  least  one  Eclectic  on  the  Board,  together  with  a 
representative  of  each  of  the  other  three  schools. 

4 The  Eclectic  to  be  named  should  be  the  choice  of  the  Indiana  Ec- 
lectic Medical  Association,  and  such  a  choice  has,  as  yet  not  been 
made,  and  we  hope  that  the  Eclectics  of  the  State  of  Indiana  will  re- 
frain from  indorsing  any  of  the  self -chosen  candidates  in  the  field  at 
this  early  date,  and  that  they  will  wait  and  indorse  the  choice  of  the 
Association.  Let  us  have  the  best  possible  representative,  and  re- 
member that  the  self-chosen  candidate  is,  as  a  rule  in  6uch  matters, 

not  the  man  to  be  appointed. 

Thomas  Spaulding,  M  D., 

President  Ind.  Eclectic  Med.  Association. 

Cabl  G.  Winter,  M  D., 

Cor.  Secretary  Ind.  Eclectic  Med.  Ass'n." 

[Note.— We  trust  the  Governor  will  appoint  a  well  qualified  Ec- 
lectic physician,  a  graduate  of  an  Eclectic  college  of  repute,  who  can 
be  indorsed  by  the  Indiana  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  and  a  man 
who  will  be  an  honor  to  our  school  of  medicine. — Editob.] 
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BOOK    NOTICES. 


The  Yeab-Book  of  Treatment  fob  1897.  A  Critical  Review  for  Prac- 
titioners of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  Crown  octavo,  488  pages. 
Cloth,  $1.50.     Philadelphia  ana  Jfew  York  :  Lea  Brothers  &  Co. 

This  modest  work  furnishes  to  the  busy  practitioner  of  medicine, 
surgery,  or  of  any  of  the  specialties,  who  has  neither  the  time,  oppor- 
tunity, or  the  inclination  to  read  the  new  works  issued,  and  the  many 
periodicals  published,  a  critical  and  authoritative  epitome  of  the 
year's  progress  in  all  branches  of  practical  medicine.  In  the  Year- 
Book  we  find  a  summary  of  the  year's  work ;  and  of  the  several  books 
of  this  kind  upon  the  market,  this  one  of  Lea  Brothers  has  few,  if  any 
equals,  and  not  a  superior.     Besides,  the  price  is  very  moderate. 

Twenty-five  chapters,  each  the  work  of  a  recognized  authority, 
"give  in  full  detail  all  that  is  true  and  new  in  the  whole  domain  of 
medicine:"  besides  a  critical  statement  of  the  comparative  value  and 
special  applicability  of  the  various  drugs,  prescriptions,  and  methods 
of  treatment  The  only  criticism  that  we  feel  disposed  to  make  is  one 
upon  the  above  quotation.  The  book  does  not  contain  "all  that  is 
true  and  new. "  There  are  thousands  of  facts  relative  to  the  subjects 
therein  treated,  known  to  eclectics  and  eclecticism,  which  are  either 
ignored  or  overlooked  by  the  "recognized"  authorities.  We  believe 
that  the  eclectics  have  made  additions  to  therapeutics  this  year  which 
will  outlive  the  Year-book. 

Notwithstanding  this  criticism,  we  unreservedly  recommend  this 
work  to  eclectic  physicians,  as  containing  practically  the  sum  and 
substance  of  the  work  done  by  the  old  school.  In  it  you  will  find 
discussed,  as  their  new  remedies,  tuberculin,  thyroidin,  lacto  phenin, 
bromofonn,  hyoscine,  etc.  However,  if  such  as  these  were  all  it  con- 
tained, we  would  be  slow  to  recommend  it.  w.  e.  b. 
vol.  lvil — 15 
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A  Text- Book  or  Ophthalmology.  By  John  W.  Wright,  M.  D.,~  Pro- 
fessor of  Ophthalmology  and  Clinical  Ophthalmology  in  the  Ohio 
Medical  University  ;  Ophthalmologist  to  the  Protestant  and  Uni- 
versity Hospitals,  Columbus,  O..  Published  by  J.  L.  Franger, 
Columbus,  O.     Price,  cloth,  $2.50. 

Among  the  recent  new  books  on  ophthalmology  is  the  book  under 
present  consideration.  Sectionally,  the  book  consists  of  thorough 
division  on  the  anatomy  of  the  eye,  the  necessity  of  which  neither 
student  nor  practitioner  can  doubt,  the  orbital  diseases,  diseases  of  the 
external  eye,  those  of  the  fundus,  glaucoma,  cataract,  etc.  ;  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  operations  being  told  at  the  time  of  the  description,  and 
not  left  until  the  last  of  the  book. 

The  subject  matter  is  treated  in  plain  language,  with  exceeding 
care  not  to  be  technical  nor  confusing  in  any  way,  and  carries  along 
the  author's  ideas  in  more  or  less  lecture  form.  The  book  is  to  be 
commended  in  that  the  author  gives  many  of  his  own  ideas  gleaned 
from  his  own  experience. 

Many  oculists  would  take  violent  exception  to  his  method  of  cata- 
ract extraction,  it  being  to  a  considerable  degree  similar  in  section  to 
that  of  Liebreich,  except  as  to  position. 

A  very  important  addition,  that  many  authors  would  do  well  to 
imitate  is  a  thorough  and  complete  glossary  of  all  terms.  The  book 
is  thorough  and  complete  without  being  technical,  although  in  some 
places  remarks  on  treatment  are  too  brief.  I  recommend  it  as  an  eye 
reference  for  practitioners.  w.  b.  & 


Text-Book  of  Histology  ;  including  the  Microscopical  Technique. 
By  Dr.  Philipp  Stohr,  Zurich.  Sixth  edition,  Translated  by 
Emma  L.  Billstein,  M  D.  Edited,  with  additions,  Dr.  Alfred 
Schaper.  268  illustrations ;  344  pages.  Price  $3.00.  P.  Blakis- 
ton  &  Co.,  Philadelphia. 

This  is  a  well  known  book,  and  is  held  in  very  high  esteem.  It  is 
one  of  the  best  text-books  I  have  yet  seen.  The  book  has  been  trans- 
lated into  several  languages,  passed  through  six  editions,  is  a  stand- 
ard text-book,  and  is  much  in  demand  at  the  present  day.  It  is  espe- 
cially designed  for  students,  but  histologists  of  all  classes  will  find  it 
instructive  and  interesting.  It  is  especially  interesting  to  the  student 
in  that  it  instructs  him  in  both  rudimentary  and  advanced  work ; 
where  to  secure  his  specimens,  how  to  prepare  them,  cut,  stain,  mount, 
and  all  the  technique  connected  with  the  preparation  and  examina- 
tion of  specimens.  It  explains  fully  the  management  of  the  micro- 
tome. The  illustrations  are  plentiful,  are  of  use  to  the  student  for 
comparisons  with  his  specimens.  The  text  is  written  in  good  Eng- 
lish, being  simple  and  easily  understood.  It  is  one  of  the  best  text- 
books for  students  that  I  have  ever  seen,  as  it  not  only  describes  what 
is  to  be  seen,  but  how  to  prepare  specimens  and  examine  them  to  the 
best  advantage.  g.  w.  b. 


LOOK  FOR  THE  OREEN   LABEL. 

"Green  Drug" 

Fluid  Extracts. 

The    highest   type    of    Fluid    Medicines. 

A  Novelty— In  What? 

In   the   recognition   of   the   fact  that  certain  drugs,  containing 
volatile  constituents  upon  which  their  therapeutic  value  depends,  lose 
their  medicinal  properties  in  the  process  of  drying,  or  through  long 
or  imperfect  storage. 
In  all  snch  cases. 

We  use  the  green  or  fresh   root,  bark  or  plant,  gathered  es- 
pecially for  us  when  in  their  prime. 
Some  kinds  are  prepared  fresh; 

Others  partially  or  wholly  dried; 

But  all  gathered  especially  for  our  Laboratory ;  carefully  handled 
and  immediately  prepared  into  Fluid  Extracts.  The  menstruum 
employed  is  Alcohol  selected  for  strength  and  parity,  whereby  the 
non-medicinal  elements  are  rejected  and  the  liability  to  deterioration 
avoided. 

Fluid  Extracts  thus  prepared  are  perfect  representatives  of  the 
drugs  from  which  they  are  made. 

They  are  clean. 

They  are  sightly. 

They  are  easily  dispensed. 

They  are  therapeutically  reliable. 

Old,  shop-worn  or  worm-eaten  drugs,  however  carefully  manipu- 
Eated,  will  not  yield  a  satisfactory  product,  and  when  made  with 
ureak  alcohol  and  water,  or  with  wood  spirit  as  a  menstruum,  is  it 
iny  wonder  that  commercial  Fluid  Extracts,  as  a  class  are  termed 
yy  a  leading  medical  writer — the  "Great  American  Fraud?" 

Watch  your  fluid  extracts. 

Merrell's  Fluid  Extracts  from  fresh,  choice  drugs  are  powerful  in- 
struments for  good  in  the  hands  of  the  observant  physician. 

AH  wholesale  druggists  will  supply  them. 
Please  write  "Merrell's"  on  your  orders. 

THE  WM.  S.  MERRELL  CHEMICAL  CO., 

3NCINNATI.  Manufacturing  Chemists.  NEW  YORK. 

Sole  Manufacturers. 
!*t*»iisbe*  6*  years. 


JOURNAL  ADVERTISER. 


Hypnotic,       Anti-Spasmodic.         Anti-Neuralgic. 

CORDIAL 


MffRPIET.T. 


This  preparation  contains  all  the  active  medicinal  constituents  of 
Passiflora  incarnata  in  a  conoentnUad  form,  and  is  the  result  of  an  ex- 
tended investigation  in  our  laboratory.  It  is  the  most  eligible  form  for 
exhibiting  the  valuable  properties  of  the  drug,  since  from  it  we  have 
succeeded  in  eliminating  the  inert  principles  invariably  present  in  the 
ordinary  preparations  of  the  market 

OOBDIAX.  PAS-CABNATA 

Is  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  treatment  of  nervous  affections 
attended  with  congestion  of  the  cord  and  ganglionic  centers.  As 
a  soporific  without  narcotic  action,  and  as  an  anti-spasmodic  and 
anti-neuralgic,  it  is  without  an  equal  Its  action  is  between  that  of 
m  orphine  and  chloral  hydrate,  but  it  does  not  depress  the  system 
nor  derange  the  stomach.  It  is  devoid  of  danger,  non-poisonous, 
and  may  be  given  in  any  case  where  sleep  is  needed.  It  is  the 
remedy,  par  excellence,  in  infantile  convulsions,  in  diarrhoea  of  chil- 
dren, and  in  nervous  affections  of  the  aged  and  infirm.  In  nervous 
or  sick  headache,  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  in  sleepless- 
ness of  typhoid  and  other  fevers,  as  well  as  from  overwork  so  com- 
mon among  professional  and  busmen  men,  it  will  produce  a  quiet 
and  dreamless  sleep,  and  at  the  same  time  prove  a  permanent  tonic 
to  the  nervous  system. 

COBDIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

Is  recommended  in  cases  where  opium  and  its  preparations, 
the  bromides,  chloral,  eta,  can  not  be  given,  or  are  not  well  borne, 
and  where  it  is  undesirable  to  lock  up  the  secretions.  It  is  recom- 
mended in  tetanus,  cerebral  pain,  hysteria  of  women,  dysmenor- 
rhea, tic  douloureux,  accelerated  respiratory  movement,  pain  in 
the  rectum,  neuralgia  of  the  heart 

COBDIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

Is  prepared  for  physicians1  prescriptions  only,  and  not  for 
popular  sale.  Printed  matter  with  extended  notes  furnished  to  the 
medical  profession  only.  Sample  supplies  without  charge  on  pay- 
ment of  expense  of  delivery. 

COBDIAL  PA8-CABNATA 

May  be  ordered  of  our  New  York  office,  No.  96  Maiden  Lane, 
of  Geo.  C«  Goodwin  A  Oo.,  Boston,  and  the  home  office  in  Cincin- 
nati.   In  ordering  or  prescribing,  please  specify 

"Cordial  Pas-Carnata,  Merrell." 
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Warner's  Pocket  Medical  Dictionary  op  To-Day,  embracing  10,000 
definitions,  and  covering  about  300  16mo  pages,  will  be  issued 
shortly  by  the  enterprising  firm  of  Wm.  B.  Warner  &  Co.,  1228 
Market  street,  Philadelphia. 

Messrs.  Warner  &  Co.  have  written  us  that  it  is  their  intention  to 
offer  this  new  dictionary  to  the  profession  at  a  figure  closely  approxi- 
mating cost.  We  believe  they  are  about  to  produce  something  very 
saleable,  and  something  that  will  prove  very  satisfactory  to  the  pro- 
fession, as  it  will  be  fully  up  to  date,  as  well  as  concise  and  compre- 
hensive. 


The  Physician's  Vest-Pocket  Formula  Book,  published  by  McKes- 
son &  Rabbins,  will  be  found  very  useful  to  the  practitioner.  It  con- 
tains a  table  of  weights  and  measures,  antidotes  to  poison,  various 
tables  of  reference,  and  a  very  complete  series  of  tables  showing  the 
composition  of  foods  and  alcoholic  liquors.  These  tablets  should 
prove  valuable  to  the  physician  in  cases  where  special  attention  to 
dietary  is  necessary.  A  copy  will  be  sent  free  of  charge  to  any  of  our 
readers,  on  application  to  McKesson  &  Bobbins,  New  York,  if  full 
mention  be  made  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Journal,  Cincinnati,  O. 


The  Western  Druggist  will  publish  a  series  of  articles  in  1897  from 
our  distinguished  colleague,  Prof.  John  Uri  Lloyd.  The  January 
issue  contains  a  paper  upon  Quassia,  in  which  it  is  proven  that  the 
quassia  of  commerce  is  not,  nor  ever  has  been,  quassia.  It  is  the 
wood  of  picraena  excelsa,  a  bitter  South  American  tree.  The  Profes- 
sor and  his  library  are  consulted  by  scholars  from  all  parts  of  the 
world  upon  plant  and  allied  products.  The  paper  in  February  Drug- 
gist  is  on  Hydrastis  Canadensis. 


COLLEGE   AND   SOCIETY  NOTICES. 


The  National. 

To  the  Members:  As  chairmen  of  sections  for  our  annual  meeting 
to  be  held  at  Minnetonka,  Minn.,  June  15,  16,  and  17th,  1897,  the 
following  have  been  appointed  by  the  president  This,  however,  does 
not  release  every  member  of  the  Association  from  making  the  success 
of  our  convention  a  personal  matter. 

The  stronger  our  organization  the  more  attention  it  commands,  and 
the  greater  its  influence.  Every  Eclectic  physician  should  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  National.  We  do  not  expect  that  all  can  attend,  but  they 
should  contribute  to  its  support  There  should  be  a  bond  of  sympa- 
thy between  the  association  and  the  profession  throughout  the  coun- 
try. Our  Nationol  Association  is  our  representative  body.  By  it  we 
are  judged,  the  whole  profession  either  profits  or  suffers  from  its  ac- 
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lions.  It  is  the  duty  of  members  to  impress  upon  non-members  the 
necessity  of  a  closer  affiliation,  the  increase  of  our  membership,  and 
of  our  association. 

CHAIRMEN   OF   SECTIONS. 

Practice  of  Medicine.— H.  T.  Webster,  M.  D.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Surgery.—  E.  F.  Buecking,  M.  D.,  Chicago. 

Obstetrics. — R  C.  Wintermute,  M.  D„  Cincinnati 

Gynaecology — L.  E.  Russell,  M.  D.,  Springfield,  Ohio. 

Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  throat— M.  E.  Daniel,  M.  D.,  Honey  Grove,  Tex. 

Chemistry,  Pharmacology,  and  Toxicology — 

A.  Merrell,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Ma 

Medical  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children — 

T.  Garth,  M.  D.,  Clarion,  Iowa. 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics — F.  Ellingwood,  M.  D.,  Chicago. 

Hygiene  and  State  Medicine — A.  Niles,  M.  D.,  Wellsboro,  Pa. 

Special  Topics— W.  H.  Halbert,  M.  D.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Every*  Section  should  be  completely  organized,  and  report  made  to 

the  President  by  the  15th  of  April  of  the  names  of  the  writers  and 

titles  of  papers,  so  that  a  complete  program  may  be  in  the  hands  of 

every  member  of  the  Association  by  the  1st  day  of  May,  1897. 

D.  Maclean,  M  D.,  President,  710  Van  Ness  Ave.,  San  Francisco. 


"One  fake  college  gona"  On  March  8th  the  Wisconsin  Secretary 
of  State  received  notice  of  the  dissolution  of  the  articles  of  incorpora- 
tion of  the  so-called  Wisconsin  Eclectic  Medical  College.  Since  that 
date  the  dean  has  been  arrested  in  Chicago  for  selling  diplomas  and 
for  misusing  the  United  States  mails. 


The  Kings  Co.  Eclectic  Medical  Society  held  its  fourth  annual 
meeting  on  Jan.  18,  1897,  at  37  Leonard  St.,  Brooklyn,  and  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year :  O.  A.  Perine,  M.D., 
President;  L.  Lanzer,  M  D.,  Vice  Pres.  ;  A.  L.  Palmitier,  M.  D., 
Fin.  Sec'y.  ;  F,  E,  Hill,  M,  D„  Rec  Sec'y,  ;  H,  Armgardt,  M.  D„ 
Treas,  The  attendance  was  unusually  large  and  a  large  amount  of 
important  business  was  transacted,  Many  interesting  cases  both  sur- 
gical and  medical  were  reported,  which  elicited  much  information 
from  the  various  members  present.  Dr.  F.  E.  Hill  was  appointed 
essayist  for  the  next  regular  meeting. 


We  are  glad  indeed  to  record  the  fact  that  last  autumn  there  was 
organized  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the  "New  York  Specific  Medica- 
tion Club. "  It  has  a  membership  of  more  than  thirty  members,  and 
among  its  members  are  the  brightest  and  best  Eclectic  physicians  in 
the  city.  Regular  monthly  meetings  are  being  held,  at  which  inter- 
esting cases  are  reported  and  excellent  papers  are  read.  Much  good 
work  is  being  accomplished  by  the  Club.     Its  regular  monthly  meet- 
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"OUR  SPECIFIC  MEDICINES  are  to-day, 
as  they  always  have  been  and  always  will  be,  the 
BEST  MEDICINES  in  the  world,  and  the  foundation 
stones,  upon  which  the  superstructure  of  Eclectic 
Medicine  has  been  built,  and  upon  which  it  rests 
unshaken."  editorial,  from  b.  m.  journal. 
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ASEPSIN      SOAP, 


MEDICINAL  USES  OF  ASEPSIN  SOAP. 

FOR  THE  SKIN.  —  The  antiseptic  qualities  of  Asepsln  and  Borate  of  Sodium  make  thia  aoap  de- 
sirable for  the  preservation  of  the  dermal  tissues,  and  to  remove  and  prevent  cutaneous  blem- 
ishes. It  is  valuable  for  roughness  of  the  skin,  acne,  comedones,  milium,  blotches,  excess! t* 
greaainess  of  akin,  for  softening  and  proven  ting  roughness  and  chapping  of  the  hands.  It  cor- 
rects abnormalities  of  the  sebaceous  glands,  thereto  regulating  the  lubrication  of  the  akin,  and 
is  further  useful  to  repair  dermal  tissues  when  they  have  beeu  subjected  to  the  deleterious  action 
of  chalks  and  cosmetic  lotions. 

CUTANEOUS  DISEASES.— For  the  following  skin  affections  it  may  be  used  freely  with  marked 
benefit:    Acue  vulgaris  et  rosace,  seborrhea,  edematous  eruptions,  herpes,  psoriasis,  prurigo, 

Sphilitic  eruptions,  dermatitis,  ulcerations,  pruritic  conditions,  parasitic  diseases,  as  scabies,  for 
e  relief  of  rhus  poisoning,  and  for  the  removal  of  pedlculi.  A  clean  skin  is  necessary  in  any 
course  of  medication,  and  Asepsln  Soap  is  a  rational  cleanser. 

IN  SURGERY.  —  The  surgeon  will  find  it  valuable  for  cleansing  the  patient  as  well  as  the  opera- 
tor's hands,  sponges,  and  instruments.  For  its  cleansing  and  antiseptic  effects  it  may  be  em- 
ployed in  wounds  of  all  kinds,  chilblains,  bed  sores,  ulcerations,  pustules,  and  for  removing 
offensive  and  irritating  discharges,  and  as  a  foot  wash. 

IN  GYNECOLOGY.— It  is  userul  in  all  irritating  and  offensive  discharges  concomitant  to  diseases 
of  females,  giving  rise  to  pruritic  and  inflammatory  conditions.  Leuoorrhoea,  simple  vaginitis 
and  vulvitis,  ulcerations  and  pruritus  vulva?,  are  conditions  in  which  it  is  particularly  indicated. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES.— In  the  exanthemata  it  should  be  employed  to  hasten  desquamation, 
thereby  shortening  the  period  of  contagiousness  and  hastening  convalescence. 

At  the  time  I  received  the  Asepsln  Soap,  I  was  suffering  intensely  from  pruritus  ani,  and  had 
already  tried,  with  scarcely  even  temporary  relief,  all— or  nearly  all— the  standard  remedies  for  this 
well-known  ailment  I  was  well-nigh  erased  with  the  intolerable  itching,  pricking,  sticking,  gnaw- 
ing, biting,  burning  'pain.  I  had  been  nearly  sleepless  for  several  nights,  and  1  was  so  busily  en- 
gaged with  my  professional  work  all  day  long  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  life  was  a  burden,  and  I 
could  get  no  rest  at  night.  I  frequently  sprang  from  my  bed,  and  ran  wildly,  crazily  anywhere  ;— 
suicide  would  not  be  strange  in  anyone  in  sunn  a  condition 

Tour  Asepsln  Soap  I  used  without  faith,  but  with  astonishing  and  almost  immedi- 
ate relief  and  ease.  I  think  I  have  never  before  recommended  any  special  preparation,  but 
nothing  less  than  gratitude  is  due  you  for  this  benefit,  and  that  gratitude  1  express  most  heartily 
now.  i  have  delayed  this  letter  many  weeks,  but  I  am  still  as  thankful  as  ever,  for  my  suffering  was 
of  a  kind  not  to  be  forgotten.  PjlIJL  T.  BUTLER,  M.  D.,  Alamo,  Michigan. 

I  have  had  for  several  years  what  I  call  winter  eczema  on  my  hands ;  commenced  using  Aeepsan 
Soap  last  winter  and  my  hands  were  in  better  condition  then  than  they  have  beeu  for  a  number  of 
years.  H.  W.  CHALKANT,  M.  O..  BeWoutaine.  O. 

Have  been  using  Asepsln  Soap  and  find  it  very  fine  for  cleansing  old  sores,  also  f  r  toilet  pur- 
jes.  DANIEL  A.  CHASE,  M.  D..  Cambridge  N.  Y. 

Asepsln  Soap  is  thi  soAr.  A.  P.  STEWART.  M.  D  ,  Stewartstown.  W.  Va. 

I  have  used  a  round  dozen  of  your  soap  on  the  small-nox  pstients  at  the  pott  hnnne.  and  think 
it  is  the  best  soap  I  ever  used.  W.  H.  H&TCB,  U.  D.,  Lincoln,  Neb, 

PRICE,    $1.40    PER    DOZEN. 

A  box  containing  one-fourth  dozen  cakes  will  be  sent  by  mail  postpaid,  on 
receipt  of  50  cento. 

LLOYD    BROTHERS,    Cincinnati,  O. 
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ing  was  held  in  the  parlors  of  the  college  at  239  E.  14th  St.,  Feb.  11, 
and  was  well  attended.  The  essayists  at  this  session  were  Dr.  Har- 
riet C.  Hinds,  on  the  Value  of  Specific  Medication,  and  Dr.  F.  E. 
Hill,  upon  Sanguinaria,  Dr.  J.  H.  Bell  is  chairman,  and  Dr.  H.  J. 
Birkenhauer,  of  507  E.  88th  St.,  is  secretary. 


The  Illinois  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society  will  hold  its  29th  an* 
nual  meeting  in  the  State  House  in  the  city  of  Springfield,  Wednes- 
day and  Thursday,  May  19  and  20,  1897.  The  headquarters  of  the 
Society  will  be  at  the  Leland  Hotel,  where  rooms  can  be  had  from 
f^ 50  to  $4.00  per  day- 

A  good  program  is  in  preparation,  and  we  hope  to  have  a  large  and 
profitable  meeting.  Every  live  Eclectic  in  Illinois  should  attend  this 
meeting.  Programs  will  be  issued  three  or  four  weeks  before  the 
meeting. 

We  are  going  to  make  every  effort  to  have  a  large  delegation  go  to 
Minnetonka  in  June  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  National,  and  we 
hope  to  pattern  after  the  California  example,  of  having  every  delegate 
that  goes  have  his  membership  fee  with  him,  and  those  who  do  not  go 
send  their  fee  with  the  secretary  of  the  State  Society,  so  the  member- 
ship can  be  completed.  The  old  way  of  sending  in  a  lot  of  names  as 
delegates,  have  them  voted  into  the  Association,  and  then  only  one  in 
twenty-five  complete  their  membership,  is  wrong  and  a  positive  detri- 
ment to  the  Association  and  the  parties  themselves. 

Fraternally,  W,  E.  Kinnett,  M.  D,,  Sec'y. 


PERSONALS. 

M  V.  Fox,  E.  M.  I.,  1896,  is  at  Panther,  Ky. 

Dr.  Frank  Young,  E.  M.  L,  1893,  is  located  at  Powers,  Ind. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Taylor,  E.  M  I.,  1889,  has  a  very  excellent  business  at 
West  Plains,  Ky. 

Dr.  G.  E.  Davis,  E.  M.  L,  1894,  continues  to  do  a  very  nice  busi- 
ness at  Middleburg,  O. 

Dr.  J.  T.  L.  Cate,  E.  M  L,  1887,  of  Cold  Water,  Miss.,  is  true  to 
his  principles. 

Dr.  R  K  Gordon,  Kill,  1891,  is  at  Bippus,  Ind.,  and  his  prac- 
tice is  gaining  gradually. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Conley,  E.  M,  L,  1895,  is  at  Upshur,  O.,  and  is  as  busy 
as  he  can  be. 

Dr.  G.  S.  Lincoln,  a  very  bright  man  of  the  class  of  1889,  E.  M.  I., 
is  doing  well  at  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Dr.  E.  B.  Wright,  Amer.  Med.  Coll.,  1877,  and  his  son,  Dr.  E.  L. 
Wright,  are  prospering  at  Competition,  Mo. 

Dr.  L.  S.  Biggs,  E.  M.  L,  1892,  keeps  steadily  on,  following  a  fat 
business  at  2504  Chapline  St.,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 
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Dr.  Geo.  T.  Fuller,  another  E.  M.  L,  1889  man,  is  very  prominent 
in  medical  matters  in  and  around  Lowes,  Ky. 

Dr  E.  W.  Bullard,  Amer.  Med.  ColL,1877,  is  health  officer  of  Xee- 
haha  Co.,  Kaa,  with  active  headquarters  at  Seneca. 

Dr.  H.  Michener,  E.  M.  I.,  1890,  who  has  removed  from  Halsev, 
Ore.  to  Wichita,  Kas.  last  year,  is  gaining  a  foot-hold  in  his  new  lo- 
cation. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Bennett,  E.M.  I.,  1874,  has  recentlv  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  physician  to  the  Kearney  Industrial  Home,  at  Kearney, 
Nebraska. 

Mrs.  Dr.  Joyce  Hobson  Osburn,  K  M.  I.,  1878,  rejoices  with  us  in 
the  advance  of  Eclectics  and  Eclecticism.  She  does  nicely  at  Jones- 
boro,  Ark. 

Dr.  K  C.  Hill,  K  M  I.,  1891,  now  of  Plattsbure,  Ma,  formerly 
of  Gowers,  can  direct  a  good  eclectic  to  an  excellent  location.  Dr.  Hill 
has  done  well  in  medicine. 

Dr.  W.  O.  C.  Harding,  K  M  I.,  1891,  is  flourishing  at  Elm  wood 
Place,  a  suburb  of  Cincinnati  He  is  local  surgeon  of  the  "Big  4". 
He  says  he  has  plenty  to  do  and  nothing  but  the  very  best  kind  of 
success. 

A  recent  letter  from  Dr.  W.  H.  Van  Doren,  E.  M.  I.,  1896,  who 
recently  located  at  Belleflower,  111.,  tells  us  that  he  is  succeeding 
nicely.  It  certainly  is  no  trouble  for  a  bright,  young  Eclectic  of  the 
proper  stripe  to  do  Veil  anywhere.     We  guarantee  this. 

Dr.  R.  L.  Chase,  K  M  I.,  1875,  formerly  at  Bothell,  Wash.,  is  now 
happily  located  at  Edmonds,  Wash.  The  Washington  Eclectic  Medi- 
cal Society  has  been  reorganized.  Dr.  Whitford,  of  Seattle,  is  presi- 
dent, and  Dr.  Chase  is  secretary. 

Dr.  S.  B.  Wilson,  K  M  I.,  1881,  has  attained  both  fame  and  for- 
tune at  Ola  the,  Kas.  He  is  medical  director  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Fra- 
ternal Benefit  Association  of  the  State.  He  is  also  local  surgeon  of 
the  M.  K.  and  T.  R.  R.  His  success  as  a  practitioner  is  not  confined 
by  State  lines. 

Cincinnati  Eclectics  and  the  staff  of  the  old  K  M  I.  recently  en- 
joyed a  short  visit  from  the  hustling  Dr.  J.  S.  Niederkorn — class  of 
1887 — of  Versailles,  O.  It  is  encouraging  to  have  the  alumni  run  in 
and  see  how  things  move  along.  We  believe  a  look  in  upon  the  hustle 
and  bustle  of  our  large  class,  will  also  affect  the  onlooker.  It  will 
encourage  him  to  greater  efforts. 

Died — Jan.  2,  1897,  at  Pikeville,  Ky.,  Geo.  Pinson,  M.  D.,  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Georgia  College,  class  of  '92. 

Died— At  Salem,  Ma,  Feb.  25,  1897,  J.  M  McMurtrey,  M.  D.,  of 
pneumonia.  Dr.  McMurtrey  graduated  from  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Institute  in  1868,  and  practiced  medicine  continuously  at  Salem,  Ma, 
since  that  time. 

Died— At  Carthage,  Mo.,  Jan.  25,  1897,  R  L.  Galbreath,  M.D.,  a 
graduate  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  in  1876.  Dr.  Galbreath 
served  during  the  entire  war,  and  afterwards  took  up  the  study  of 
medicine.  He  held  a  large  and  lucrative  practice  at  Carthagt?,  Ma, 
since  1881.  Geo  D.  Coe,  M  D.,  his  partner,  will  continue  business 
at  the  old  location. 


We  are,  without  doubt,  the  most  extensive  manufac- 
turers of  Orthopedic  Appliances  in  the  Central  States. 
Surgeons  and  physicians  entrusting  their  patients  to  us 
can  feel  assured  that,  through  our  extensive  experience, 
we  are  fully  able  to  furnish  the  most  modern  apparatus 
to  their  entire  satisfaction. 

Our  TRUSS  fitting  departments  are  in  charge  of 
expert  fitters,  and  our  facilities  for  supplying 

ELASTIC  STOCKINGS,  SUPPORTERS,  ETC. 
can  not  be  excelled. 
Correspondence  solicited. 

536  page    Catalogue   sent 
upon  request 

Mas  Wocher  &  Son, 

Surgical  Instrument  lakers, 
X-Ray  Apparatus, 
Hospital  Furniture,  etc. 

23  West  Sixth  St. 
CINCINNATI,  O. 


THE 


Jniversal  Multi-Nebular  Vaporizer 

...  FOR  OFFICE  USE .. 

In  the  Treatment  of  all  Diseases  of  the 

Respiratory  Organs  and  Middle  Ear 

by  Ten  Different  Methods,  including 

Vapor  Massage  off  the  Tympanum 
and  Forced  Pulmonary  Dilatation 

IS  INDISPENSABLE  IN  OFFICE  PRACTICE. 
Write  for  Literature.       GLOBE  MFG.  CO.,  Battle  Creek,  Midi. 
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The   "I^ASTER" 


Surgical  Elastic  Stockings, 


1'or  Tarii*o*e  Yein^  Weak  aad  Swollea  Joints,  Dropsy  of  the  Limbs,  Sprains,  Ac. 

Pmrided  with  the  patent  Non-Elastic  STAYS  AND  ADJUSTING  LOOPS, 
hy  the  Hill  of  which  they  can  be  drawn  on  easily,  like  pulling  on  a  boot.  They 
will  lasi  mi.<  it  Longer  than  the  old  style,  as  the  stays  prevent  them  from  being 


-* 


Fie.  f. —  The  Old  Style  discarded  on  account  of  fulling  apart \  while  the  elastic 

is  Stilt  im  £*■>■'*{  cpntf if  t?>n, 

■/■>/-.  J. —  JheXew  Style  cannot  full  a/art  and  consequently  lasts  until  worn  out. 


Catalogue,  with  directions  for  measurement,  etc.,  sent  gratis. 

POMEROY    COMPANY 

19  B  Union  Square,  New  York,  N. 
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JOURNAL  ADVERTISER. 


GujeMtL* 


VAGINAL  M*JtAB(*S 


^  S  <r  4- ^/      ^   '  '^J*—       «E5^        ' 


J3f&g 2yL~~*.'#@' 


A  simple  and  efficacious  method  of  treatment  that  does  away  with  the  un- 
certainty of  medicated  vaginal  injections. 

Directions.— One  or  two  to  be  inserted  into  the  vagina  each  night,  followed 
by  a  warm  water  douche  in  the  morning. 

Put  up  in  elegant  shape  for  physicians'  prescriptions  only. 

I0RTH  CHEMICAL  COMPACT,  96  Maiden  Lane,  lei  York  City. 

Western  Branch,  Peoria.  III. 

For  Sale  by  WHOLESALE    DRUGGISTS. 

PRICES— Small  Packages,  50  cts. ;  Large  Packages,  $L00. 
Send  for  samples  and  literature.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  refunded. 


Shepards  Sanitarium,  Columbus,  0. 


TWO  DEPARTMENTS 


ON  THE  COTTAGE  PLAN. 


Department  for  Nervous  and  Chronic  Diseases. 
Department  for  Mental  Diseases. 

For  44  years  Dr.  Shepard  has  successfully  conducted  this  private  institution. 
Massage  has  always  been  used  with  other  moderm  treatment  as  indicated. 

The  Department  for  Mental  Diseases  is  warmed  by  a  hot  water  and  hot  air. 
We  give  constant   personal  supervision  and  furni*h  night  attendants. 

Alcoholic  and  morphine  habit*  treated.    Electricity  and  electric  baths  used. 

Many  improvements  have  recently  been  made.  Patients  find  the  Sanitarium 
a  beautiful  place,  where  they  secure  rest  and  comfort  while  being  treated. 
Write  us,  state  patient's  condition,  and  ask   for  terms  of  admission. 

Professional  Correspondence      a^flM1  J  WE  SHEPARD,  M.  D- 

Solicited.  tnynciang.  j  BI8H0P  McMILLEN,  M.  D. 

Telephone  889.  Shepards  Sanitarium,  Columbus,  O. 
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Dr.  L.  D.  Higgins  was  bora  in  Brown  Co.,  O.,  Oct  18,  1827.  He 
died  in  Pana,  III, Feb.  5,  1897.  He  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Hub- 
ble, of  Amelia,  O.  in  1854  and  '55.  He  graduated  at  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Institute  in  186a  He  practiced  at  Colchester,  111.,  1859- 
1863L  He  then  removed  to  Pana,  where  he  has  since  been  one  of  the 
leading  physiciana  He  attributed  his  great  success  to  a  close  adher- 
ence to  the  principles  and  practice  of  Eclecticism.  He  leaves  a  widow 
and  three  children,  one  of  whom  is  Dr.  A.  Higgins,  E  M.  L,  1878, 
who  also  has  an  excellent  business  at  Pana. 

Died— At  New  York  City,  March  5,  1897,  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Dr.  W. 
L.  Tuttla 

Whebsas,  It  has  pleased  God  in  his  all  wise  Providence  to  remove 
by  death  the  husband  of  our  esteemed  classmate,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dill, 

Be  it  resolved — That  we,  the  students  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  In- 
stitute, extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  this  hour  of  deepest  bereave- 
ment 

Resolved— That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  bereaved 
wife  and  parent  of  the  deceased,  and  that  they  be  published  in  the 
Eclectic  Medical  Journal  and  Eclectic  Medical  Gleaner. 

Resolved — That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the 
minutes  of  the  class  of  '9&  Iva  D.  Rogers,  '98,       ) 

Jesse  A.  Hunter,  '97,  \  Committee. 
G.  A.  Lanier,  '99,        ) 

Doctor,  if  you  are  looking  for  an  excellent  location,  an  established 
business  for  little  or  no  outlay,  write  to  Dr.  Edward  Brinkerhoff, 
Bristolville,  O. 

Dr.  H.  S.  Blackfan,  of  Shushan,  N.  Y.,  writes  that  he  can  place  a 
bright  young  Eclectic  in  a  good  business  in  a  neighboring  town  of 
600  inhabitants.     Write  him  with  stamp. 

Good  country  location  for  a  young  Eclectic.  Address,  with  stamp, 
Mrs.  Emma  Connor,  Phlox,  Howard  Co.,  Ind. 

Location  in  a  small  oil  town  in  West  Virginia.  For  particulars  ad- 
dress with  stamp,  Dr.  W.  S.  Ross,  Waverly,  W.  Va. 

Location  at  Spring  Valley,  Wisconsin.  Will  take  a  new  man  as 
partner  or  will  sell  out,  Address  with  stamp  Dr.  A.  J.  Clough,  Spring 
Valley,  Wis. 

Location  at  Charleston,  111.  This  is  a  thriving  city  of  8,000  inhab- 
itants, and  there  is  said  to  be  an  excellent  opening  for  two  or  three 
live,  up-to-date  Eclectic  physiciana 

We  can  give  a  thoroughly  educated  Eclectic  physician,  of  good 
habits  and  willing  to  work,  information  as  to  a  desirable  location  in  a 
country  village.  Will  introduce  and  assist  the  right  man  in  every 
possible  way.  Write  at  once  before  the  vacancy  is  filled. — Dr.  Wm. 
C.  Hatch,  JSew  Sharon,  Ma 

Dr.  H.  M.  Campbell,  E.  M.  L,  1889,  who  has  an  excellent  business 
at  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.,  can  locate  a  good  man  or  two,  in  extra  loca- 
tion.   Write  him. 

Fob  Sale. — Office  fixtures,  furniture,  and  road  outfit,  including  a 
$3,000  practice  gratis.  Address  with  stamp  Dr.  J.  V.  Conover,  Yank- 
ton, S.  D. 
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Reading  Notices. 

Dr.  Edwin  Pynchon,  in  an  article  in  the  Annals  of  Ophthalmology 
and  Otology,  calls  attention  to  the  widely  varying  formulae  of  DobelTs 
Solution  given  by  different  authors,  add  incidentally  mentions  what  is 
a  really  practical  question  in  the  treatment  of  naso -pharyngeal  catarrh. 
The  fluid  used  in  cleansing  the  nasal  cavities  in  both  atrophic  and 
hypertrophic  rhinitis,  should  be  of  about  the  specific  gravity  of  the 
serum  of  the  blood,  and  this  is  acquired  in  the  solution  advised  by 
Dr.  Pynchon,  which  is  as  follows :  R  Sodae  Bicarb  2  ounces,  Soda? 
Biborat.2  ounces,  Listerine  (Lambert's)  8  ounces,  Glycerine  1$  pints. 
One  ounce  of  this  formula  added  to  a  pint  of  water,  yields  a  bland 
and  pleasant  alkaline  solution  with  a  specific  gravity  of  1.015. 

According  to  Dr.  D.  P.  Chambers  (Daily  Lancet*  Jan.  9,  1897), 
Somatose  is  an  ideal  food  for  typhoid  patients,  as  well  as  in  convales- 
cents from  pneumonia  and  la  grippe.  He  finds  that  it  is  easily 
digested  and  assimilated,  very  nutritious,  and  will  take  the  place  of 
beef  without  any  of  the  dangers  of  solid  food.  In  a  recent  case  of 
typhoid  in  his  practice,  the  patient,  a  boy  aged  ten,  refused  all  food 
with  the  exception  of  milk.  Somatose  was  prescribed  in  milk  every 
three  or  four  hours,  and  recovery  rapidly  ensued  without  any  serinus 
bowel  trouble. 


Dr.  C.  C.  Alernathy  writes:  "I  placed  a  sample  bottle  of  Diovi- 
burnia  in  the  hands  of  a  young  lady  who  had  been  suffering  from 
amenorrhoea  for  six  months,  with  instructions  to  use  it  and  report 
result.  At  the  expiration  of  two  months  she  wrote  me,  "You  can 
safely  recommend  Dioviburnia — it  has  entirely  relieved  me."  En- 
couraged by  this  gratifying  result,  I  procured  through  our  druggist 
a  dozen  bottles,  and  have  used  them  all  in  the  treatment  of  dysmen- 
orrhea, monorrhagia,  and  leucorrhoea,  in  all  of  which  there  is  gener- 
ally congestion  of  the  womb  and  ovaries,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
it  has  acted  well  in  every  case.     I  shall  continue  to  use  it " 

Antitoxin  is  the  only  remedy  that  places  in  the  hands  of  the  physi- 
cian an  absolute  protection  against  diphtheria.  Vaccine  reduces  the 
probability  of  contracting  smallpox,  but  the  possibility  of  diphtheritic 
contagion  after  the  use  of  Antitoxin  is  reduced  to  the  minimum.  In 
order  to  secure  the  best  results  in  immunizing,  an  absolutely  reliable 
serum  must  be  employed.  Serums  that  vary  in  strength  are  worse 
than  useless,  because  their  effects  are  always  problematical.  Mul- 
ford's  Concentrated  (extra  potent)  Antitoxic  Serum  conforms  to  the 
American  Pediatric  Society's  requirements  for  strength  and  reliability. 

The  principle  objection  to  the  use  of  Corn  Silk,  which  is  a  diuretic 
of  acknowledged  rare  value,  has  lain  in  the  fact  that  the  dose  of  the 
ordinary  pharmaceutical  preparations  has  been  too  large.  Nelson. 
Baker,  '&  Co.,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  have  overcome  this  in  their  ZE-AN 
(N.,  B.  &  Co.)  which  is  eight  times  the  strength  of  the  ordinary  fluid 
extract.  The  pharmacological  work  on  this  preparation,  conducted 
in  the  firm  laboratory,  has  demonstrated  it  to  be  a  diuretic  of  the  first 
order,  an  anodyne  to  the  mucous  membrane,  and  a  lithontriptic  of 
pronounced  activity. 
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PROTOPLASM. 
By  T.  Willis  Miles,  H.  D.v  Denver,  Col. 

ALL  objects  in  nature  may  be  arranged  in  two  great  groups,  viz  : 
living  things,  and  lifeless  things.  Although  the  physician  has 
to  do  with  both  living  and  lifeless  things,  living  things  occupy  by  far 
the  most  prominent  place  in  his  attention  and  study.  In  order  that 
he  may  understand  living  things,  it  is  necessary  that  he  study  living 
matter  in  its  lowest  and  simplest  forms,  as  well  as  in  its  higher  and 
more  complex  aspects. 

The  lowest  or  primary  form  of  all  living  matter,  as  far  as  man  has 
l*en  able  to  learn,  is  Protoplasm.  Living  matter,  or  protoplasm, 
has  certain  fundamental  properties  common  to  plants  and  animals, 
but  not  observed  in  lifeless  matter.  We  are  indebted  to  Huxley  for 
the  clearest  and  best  statement  which  exists  regarding  these  distinct- 
ive properties.     He  classifies  them  as  follows  : 

"1.  Its  chemical  comimsition.  Living  matter  invariably  contains 
one  or  more  forms  of  a  complex  compound  of  carbon,  hydrogen,  oxy- 
gen, and  nitrogen,  the  so  called  protein  (which  has  never  yet  been 
obtained  except  as  a  product  of  living  bodies)  united  with  a  large 
proportion  of  water,  and  forming  the  chief  constituent  of  a  substance 
which,  in  its  primary  unmodified  state,  is  known  as  protoplasm. 

"2.  Its  universal  disintegration  and  waste  bj/  oxidation,  and  its 
concomitant  re -integration  by  the  intussusception  of  new  matter.  A 
process  of  waste  resulting  from  the  decomposition  of  the  molecules  of 
the  protoplasm,  in  virtue  of  which  they  break  up  into  more  highly 
oxidated  products,  which  cease  to  form  any  part  of  the  living  body,  is 
vol.  lvil — 16 
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a  constant  concomitant  of  life.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  car- 
bonic acid  is  always  one  of  these  waste  products,  while  the  others 
contain  the  remainder  of  the  carbon,  the  nitrogen,  the  hydrogen,  and 
the  other  elements  which  may  enter  into  the  composition  of  proto- 
plasm. The  new  matter  taken  in  to  make  good  this  constant  loss,  is 
either  a  ready  formed  protoplasmic  material  supplied  by  some  other 
living  being,  or  it  consists  of  the  elements  of  protoplasm  united  to- 
gether in  simpler  combinations,  which  consequently  have  to  be  built 
up  into  protoplasm  by  the  agency  of  the  living  matter  itself.  In  either 
case  the  addition  of  molecules  to  those  which  already  existed  takes 
place,  not  at  the  surface  of  the  living  mass,  but  by  interposition  be- 
tween the  existing  molecules  of  the  latter.  If  the  processes  of  disinte- 
gration and  reconstruction,  which  characterize  life,  balance  one  an- 
other, the  size  of  the  mass  of  living  matter  remains  stationary,  while, 
if  the  reconstruction  process  is  more  rapid,  the  body  grows.  But  the 
increase  of  size  which  constitutes  growth,  is  the  result  of  a  process  of 
molecular  intussusception,  and  therefore  differs  altogether  from  the 
process  of  growth  by  accretion,  which  may  be  observed  in  crystals, 
and  is  effected  purely  by  the  external  addition  of  new  matter ;  so  that 
in  the  well  known  aphorisms  of  Linnaeus,  the  word  grow,  as  applied 
to  stones,  signifies  a  wholly  different  process  from  what  is  called 
'growth'  in  plants  and  animals. 

"3.  Its  tendency  to  undergo  cyclical  changes.  In  the  ordinary 
course  of  nature,  all  living  matter  proceeds  from  pre-existing  living 
matter,  a  portion  of  the  latter  being  detached  and  acquiring  an  inde- 
pendent existence.  The  new  form  takes  on  the  characters  of  that  from 
which  it  arose ;  exhibits  the  same  power  of  propagating  itself  by 
means  of  an  offshoot ;  and,  sooner  or  later,  like  its  predecessor,  ceases 
to  live,  and  is  resolved  into  more  highly  oxidated  compounds  of  its 
elements.  Thus  an  individual  living  body  is  not  only  constantly 
changing  its  substance,  but  its  size  and  form  are  undergoing  contin- 
ual modifications,  the  end  of  which  is  the  death  and  decay  of  that 
individual ;  the  continuation  of  the  kind  baing  secured  by  the  detach- 
ment of  portions,  which  tend  to  run  through  the  same  cycle  of  forms 
as  the  parent  No  forms  of  matter  which  are  either  not  living,  or  have 
not  been  derived  from  living  matter,  exhibit  these  three  properties, 
nor  any  approach  to  the  remarkable  phenomena  defined  under  the 
second  and  third  heads." 

Xo  link  of  connection  between  the  living  and  the  lifeless  world  has 
yet  been  found  ;  and  the  extended  study  of  living  matter  tends  rather 
to  emphasize  the  differences  between  them  than  to  suggest  that  life- 
less matter  is  ever  changed  to  living  matter,  except  by  the  agency  of 
pre-existent  life.  Sedgewick  has  well  said  ;  "For  the  solution  of  the 
final  problem — life  itself — if  indeed  it  shall  ever  be  solved,  more 
knowledge  of  elemental  matter  and  more  control  over  it  will  doubtle 
be  required. " 
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At  present,  life  itself,  can  not  be  comprehened,  still  less  defined. 
Apart  from  the  phenomena  of  consciousness,  and  taking  a  purely 
physical  point  of  view,  it  appears  to  be  a  state  or  a  condition  into 
which  certain  elements  of  lifeless  matter  may  pass  under  the  influence 
of  pre-existing  life,  and  in  which,  combined,  they  sojourn  for  a  time, 
exhibiting  peculiar  powers.  These  powers  constitute  vitality.  The 
condition  is  the  living  condition.  Once  out  of  it,  matter  is  as  truly 
lifeless  again  as  is  the  copper  wire  of  an  electric  circuit,  devoid  of 
electric  currents,  after  its  connection  with  the  battery  is  broken. 

The  lowest  types  of  life,  whether  animal  or  vegetable,  are  found  to 
consist  of  minute  masses  of  a  jelly-like  substance  now  generally  known 
as  protoplasm.  Each  minute  mass  is  called  a  cell  Not  only  are  the 
lowest  types  of  life  made  up  of  protoplasm,  but  the  tissues  of  which 
the  most  complex  organism  are  composed  consist  of  protoplasmic 
cells.  Thus,  in  the  human  body,  the  bones,  muscles,  brain,  heart, 
lungs,  intestines,  etc.,  are  made  of  the  different  kinds  of  tissues,  such 
as  epithelial,  connective,  nervous,  muscular,  and  the  like.  Each  of 
these  tissues  is  made  up  of  protoplasmic  cells,  or  their  altered  equiva- 
lents. The  human  body,  made  up  of  all  these  dissimilar  structures, 
commenced  its  life  as  a  minute  cell  or  ovum,  about  1-120  of  an  inch 
in  diameter,  consisting  of  a  spherical  mass  of  protoplasm  in  the  midst 
of  which  was  contained  a  smaller  body,  the  nucleus,  or  germinal 
reticle. 

As  all  the  phenomena  of  life  are  exhibited  in  its  cells,  it  must  at 
once  be  evident  that  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  activities 
of  the  cell  forms  the  basis  of  our  knowledge  of  physiology,  pathology, 
and  the  action  of  medicines  upon  the  system.  This,  then,  is  my  ex- 
cuse for  inflicting  this  kind  of  a  paper  upon  the  readers  of  the 
Jocrnal. 

In  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  a  cell  may  be  defined  as  a 
nucleated  mass  of  protoplasm,  of  microcopic  size,  varying  in  the  hu- 
man body  from  the  red- blood  cell,  which  is  about  1-3000  of  an  inch 
in  diameter,  to  the  ganglion  cell,  1-300  of  an  inch,  which  possesses 
sufficient  individuality  to  have  a  life  history  of  its  own.  Each  cell 
goes  through  the  same  cycle  of  changes  as  the  whole  organism,  though 
doubtless  in  a  much  shorter  time.  Beginning  with  its  origin  from 
some  pre  existing  cell,  it  grows,  produces  other  cells,  and  finally  dies. 
Protoplasm  is  a  semi-fluid  substance  which  swells  up  but  does  not 
mix  with  water.  It  is  transparent,  generally  colorless,  and  has  a  re- 
fractive index  higher  than  that  of  water,  but  lower  than  that  of  oiL 
It  is  usually  neutral  or  weakly  alkaline  in  re- action,  but  may  become 
acid  after  activity.  It  coagulates  at  a  temperature  of  about  130°  F., 
and  hence  no  organism  can  live  when  its  own  temperature  is  raised 
above  that  point  Alcohol,  solutions  of  many  metallic  salts,  strong 
acids  and  alkalies,  and  many  other  substances,  coagulate,  and  there- 
fore kill  it.  Under  the  microscope,  protoplasm  usually  presents  a 
granular  appearance,  the  ^granules  consisting  of  different  substances, 
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either  albuminous  or  fatty  matters,  the  granules  usually  appearing 
more  numerous  near  the  center  of  the  cell  mass,  and  sometimes  absent 
from  the  outer  layer.  In  addition  to  granules,  protoplasm  generally 
exhibits  spaces  or  vacuoles. 

It  is  impossible  to  make  a  definite  statement  as  to  the  exact  chemi- 
cal composition  of  living  protoplasm,  since  chemical  analysis  necessa 
rilyimplies  the  death  of  a  cell  As  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  it  con- 
tains 80  to  85  per  cent  of  water,  and  of  the  15  to  20  per  cent  of  solids, 
the  most  important  part  belongs  to  the  class  of  substances  called  pro- 
teid*.  These  are  bodies  which  contain  carbon,  hydrogen,  nitrogen, 
oxygen,  and  sulphur  in  slightly  varying  but  arbitrary  proportions  in 
the  molecule,  and  which  re-act  to  certain  chemical  tests.  Associated 
with  the  proteids  are  frequently  other  bodies,  usually  glycogen, 
starch,  or  other  carbo-hydrates,  and  sometimes  lecithin,  which  con- 
tains phosphorus  and  certain  ferments. 

A  most  interesting  property  of  protoplasm  is  the  power  of  sponta- 
neous movement.  When  an  amoeba  is  observed  with  a  high  power  of 
the  microscope,  it  is  found  to  consist  of  an  irregular  mass  of  proto- 
plasm containing  one  or  more  nuclei.  If  watched  for  a  few  minutes 
an  irregular  projection  is  seen  to  be  gradually  thrust  out  from  the 
main  body  and  retracted ;  a  second  mass  is  then  protruded  in  another 
direction,  and  gradually  the  whole  protoplasmic  substance  is,  as  it 
were,  drawn  into  it.  The  amoeba  thus  comes  to  occupy  a  new  posi- 
tion. Hence  these  movements,  when  observed  in  other  cells,  are 
called  amaboid.  Other  movements  known  as  streaming  or  gliding 
are  frequently  seen,  especially  in  protozoa. 

Protoplasm  also  has  the  property  of  responding  to  stimuli,  or  irrita- 
bility, such  as  changes  of  temperature,  mechanical  stimuli,  chemical 
stimuli,  electrical  and  nerve  influence.     In  this  peculiar  property  I 
believe  we  will  ultimately  find  the  solution  of  drug  action  upon  the 
human  body.     In  this  direction  we  have  found  that  moderate  heat 
acts  as  a  stimulant     The  movement  stops  below  32°  F.,  and  above 
104°.     Between  these  two  points  the  movements  increase  in  activity  as 
the  temperature  increasea     By  moderate  pressure  under  a  cover-glass 
(on  a  warm  stage)  a  colorless  blood-corpuscle  is  stimulated  to  active 
amoeboid  movements.     From  this  we  may  get  a  hint  of  the  way  in 
which  massage  is  sometimes  beneficial.     Weak  electrical  currents 
stimulate  the  movement,  while  strong  currents  cause  the  cells  to  as- 
sume a  spherical  form,  and  to  become  motionless.     This  fact  suggests 
the  manner  in  which  electricity  acts  in  removing  diseased  conditions. 
Ether,  chloroform,  veratrum,  and  quinine,  stop  the  amoeboid  move- 
ments for  a  time. 

The  protoplasmic  cell  has  the  power  of  digestion,  respiration^  and 
nutrition.  Each  cell  has  the  power  of  taking  in  food,  modifying,  and 
rejecting  what  is  not  assimilated.  This  assimilation  is  for  the  purpose 
of  replacing  waste  of  its  tissues  consequent  upon  the  manifestation  of 
energy.     The  absorption  of  oxygen,  or  respiration,  goes  on  at  the  same 
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time.  These  processes,  which  take  place  within  the  cell,  are  summed 
up  under  the  term  metabolfom— constructive  metabolism  and  destruc- 
tive metabolism.  The  latter,  the  destructive  metabolism  of  a  cell,  is 
increased  by  activity.  It  is  largely  in  the  nature  of  oxidation,  and 
results  in  the  evolution  of  carbonic  anhydride  and  water. 

The  cell  also  has  the  power  of  growth.  Growth  is  the  inherent 
power  of  increasing  in  size,  and  in  a  sense  is  not  confined  to  living 
beings.  A  crystal  of  common  salt,  for  example,  placed  under  appro- 
priate conditions  for  obtaining  fresh  material,  will  grow  in  a  fashion 
as  definitely  characteristic,  and  as  easily  foretold,  as  that  of  a  living 
creature.  But  the  growth  of  a  crystal  takes  place  by  additions  to  the 
outside,  which  once  laid  on,  remain  unchanged ;  while  in  a  living 
structure,  growth  is  by  the  addition  of  new  matter,  not  to  the  surface 
only,  but  throughout  every  part  of  the  mass. 

All  living  structures  are  subject  to  constant  decay.  A  man's  body 
is  not  composed  of  exactly  the  same  particles  day  after  day,  although 
to  all  intents  he  remains  the  same  individual. 

And  finally,  the  cell  has  the  power  of  reproduction.  To  return  to 
the  amoeba  for  illustration,  when  the  growth  of  its  protoplasm  has 
reached  a  certain  point,  it  splits  up  into  two  or  more  parts,  each  of 
which  is  capable  of  independent  existence.  The  new  amoeba  mani- 
fests the  same  properties  as  their  parent,  perform  the  same  functions, 
grow,  and  reproduce  in  their  turn.  The  cycle  of  life  is  continually 
passed  through. 

Probably  the  most  important  and  the  most  interesting  part  of  the 
cell  is  the  nucleus.  The  origin  of  a  nucleus  in  a  cell  is  the  first  trace 
of  the  differentiation  of  protoplasm.  In  their  relation  to  the  life  of  the 
cell,  they  are  hardly  second  in  importance  to  the  protoplasm  itself. 
They  initiate  the  process  of  cell  division,  and,  according  to  Weismann, 
they  contain  the  "berditary  substance,"  and  thus  not  only  influence 
and  determine  the  character  of  the  new  cell  in  reproduction,  but  are 
the  carriers  of  all  hereditary  peculiarities  of  the  individual,  both  phys- 
ical and  mental.  The  nucleus  consists  of  two  parts :  first,  a  reticular 
net  work,  consisting  of  anastomosing  fibrils  made  up  of  primary  and 
thicker  fibers  and  thinner  connecting  branches.  This  net-work  has  a 
marked  affinity  for  staining  re- a  gents,  and  hence  is  called  cfiromo- 
plti*m.  This  chromoplasm,  or  chromatin,  is  the  "hereditary  sub- 
stance" of  Weismann.  The  fibers  are  not  without  structure,  since  in 
certain  cases  they  have  been  shown  to  consist  of  minute,  highly  re- 
fractive particles  which  stain,  deeply  imbedded  in  a  regular  series  in 
a  structureless  matrix  forming  the  filament,  the  former  l>eing  called 
chromatin,  and  the  latter  achrowatin,  from  their  respective  re-action 
to  stains.  The  second  part  of  the  nuclear  contents  is  a  homogeneous 
material  rich  in  proteids,  which  fills  up  the  mesh  work.  It  has  but 
slight  affinity  for  stains,  and  hence  is  called  achromatic  substance,  or 
nuclear  matrix. 
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In  the  human  hotly  there  are  two  chief  ways  in  which  the  i 
ti\«lv  brid  existence  of  a  cell  is  brought  to  an  end:  first,  im 
abrasion,  ind  BftOOnd,  chemical  transformation.  The  various 
furnish  abundant  examples  of  mechanical  abrasion.  As  it  ap 
lube  Free  surface  the  i-t'lT  becomes  more  and  more  flattened  i 
inform,  and  more  horny  in  cousin  te  nee,  till  at  length  it  i 
tubbed  off  an  in  the  epidermis, 

In  tip-  00*6  i  if  chemical  transformation,  the  cell  contents  in 

.'  nenmon  which,  though  it  may  l*e  pathological*  is  vt*r; 
normal  ThujTwe  have  fatty  metamorphosis,  prodi 

globules  in  the  secretion  of  milk  fatty  degeneration  of  the  ] 
fibers  of  the  uterus  after  child-birth,  and  of  the  cells  of  the 
follicle  giving  rise  to  the  corpus  luteunu  Beside,  we  mave 
tary  and  calcareous  degeneration. 

After  we  have  followed  the  subject  down  to  the  finest  possil; 
am!  determined  the  fact  that  the  chromatin  of  the  nucleus 
the  hereditary  puhstance,  and  determines  the  character  of  H 
vidua!  cell,  as  well  as  controls  the  "whan"  and  the  "*howft  o 
eration,  we  are  still  unable  to  account  for  this  power  and  int 
of  the  nucleus  and  the  phenomena  of  1  i f •  -  remains  as  great  a 
and  as  profound  a  miracle  as  ever. 


SCARLATINA. 
By  L.  S.  Downs,  rt.  CK,  Galveston,  Texas. 

SCARLET  fever  is  at  ill,  and  always  will  be  one  among  1 
fatal  and  dreaded  diseases.      In  its  aggravated  form,  i 
susceptible  to  dangerous  complications, 

This  malady  is  variously  classified  by  medical  authorities, 
classification  is  hypothetical*  and  tends  rather  to  complicate  a 
tify  than  to  elucidate  or  edify.  My  experience  and  observat 
me  to  make  but  two  classifications !  the  simple  anil  the  com  pi 

In  the  first,  or  simple   form  of  the  disease,  it  is  often  so  n 
l>e  claimed  as  b  simple  erythema  j  but  it  generally  shows 
various  stages,  incubation,   eruption,  and  desquamation  ;  the 
passing  through  its  different  periods  without  serious  eomptici 
f  u  nctif  m  a  1  d  ist  u  rl  m  nces. 

The  other  form  of  the  disease  is  only  an  aggravation  of 
form.  The  poison,  or  virus,  which  is  necessary  to  produce  i 
cases,  is  the  same  as  that  which  causes  the  more  dangerous 
The  disease  is  mild  or  severe  because  of  the  quality  or  quanti 
virus  absorbed  into  the  circulation  ■  but  tln-re  is  no  doubt  in  i 
that  the  large  proportion  of  severe  and  fatal  eases  are  wholh 
internal  ami  external  influences  over  the  excretory  Ofg 

A  profuse  eruption  over  the  whole  twdv  effectually  destroy 
Cretory  function  of  the  skin,  anil  the  extra  work  of  elimiuatio 
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rapidly  accumulating  debris,  or  poison,  is  thrown  upon  other  organs. 
If  these  organs  are  diseased,  or  fail  for  any  other  reason  to  perform 
their  function,  congestion  and  death  is  the  inevitable  result 

The  rash  in  scarlet  fever,  as  a  rule,  rapidly  covers  the  whole  body, 
and  the  nature  of  the  eruption  is  such  as  to  quickly  destroy  the  func- 
tion of  the  skin.  There  is  no  affection  that  so  nearly  simulates  a  burn 
as  scarlatina.  There  is  heat,  tumidity,  and  burning  pain  over  the 
whole  body. 

Two  cases,  which  I  will  describe,  were  identically  the  same  in  their 
incipiency,  as  far  as  pathological  manifestations  were  discernable,  but 
just  as  soon  as  the  climax  was  reached,  the  fatal  case  began  the  man- 
ifestation of  graver  symptoms ;  while  the  other  case  showed  no  aggra- 
vation of  symptoms  after  the  first  few  hours. 

The  fatal  case  was  of  a  delicate  and  extremely  nervous,  asthenic 
diathesis,  while  the  other  case  was  well  developed,  strong  and  robust, 
with  a  sthenic  diathesis. 

I  will  give  the  mild  case  first  He  is  a  boy  of  nine,  well  formed 
chest,  broad  shoulders,  with  every  part  and  function  in  a  normal  con- 
dition ;  eats  well,  sleeps  well,  and  plays  with  a  vim.  He  looks  well, 
feels  well  and  is  well  He  is  of  an  extreme  bilious  temperament,  dark 
eyes  and  hair,  and  has  a  ruddy  brown  skin.  He  is  of  a  lively,  genial 
disposition,  full  of  good  blood  and  native  vim.  His  parents  are  both 
robust  well  developed,  and  full  of  vitality  and  physical  energy.  They 
belong  to  the  middle  working  class,  and  their  habits  are  good,  and 
they  eat  good,  wholesome  and  substantial  food. 

On  December  4th  I  was  called  in  haste  to  see  the  boy,  who  had, 
rather  suddenly,  developed  fever  and  sore  throat  He  had  been  ap- 
parently well  up  to  the  time  of  the  development  of  the  fever.  He 
had  no  marked  chill,  but  complained  of  chilly  sensations.  He  was 
nauseated  and  uneasy ,  and  the  kidneys  acted  freely.  Temperature 
was  101°,  pulse  104,  respiration  30.  The  pulse  was  hard  and  full. 
His  eyes  were  bright,  suffused,  and  the  pupils  contracted,  The  face 
was  flushed  and  the  cheeks  red.  The  skin  was  dry  and  hot  The 
tongue  was  normal  in  size,  clear  and  red — scarlet — the  papillae  of  the 
tip  of  the  tongue  were  slightly  elevated,  but  there  was  no  dryness  nor 
nervous  tremor.  The  tonsils  were  swollen  and  tumid,  and  the  fauces 
were  slightly  inflamed.  I  examined  the  surface  carefully,  but  no  signs 
of  an  eruption  were  apparent  The  bowels  were  constipated  and  the 
appetite  was  normal. 

I  pronounced  the  trouble  tonsillitis,  prescribed  specific  bryonia  and 
reratrum,  ordered  a  foot-bath  and  milk  diet  The  next  morning  when 
1  called,  the  mother  said  he  had  had  a  restless  night  and  was  slightly 
delirious.  He  was  feeling  better,  however,  but  on  further  examina- 
tion, I  readily  observed  the  exanthemata.  The  throat  was  more  ex- 
tensively inflamed,  and  the  yellowish-white  exudation,  which  is  char- 
acteristic of  scarlatina,  covered  the  fauces.  The  tongue  was  now 
pointed  and  with  the  rhus  tox.  papillae.     The  pulse  was  still  full,  but 


. 
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sharp  and  hard,  so  I  put  him  upon  veratrum  and  rhus.  The  tei 
ature  was  103°,  and  the  pulse  130.  On  the  tonsils  were,  hen 
there,  a  superficial  ulcer,  showing  my  former  diagnosis  correct 
disease  continued  until  the  tenth,  with  a  gradual  diminution  oi 
perature,  and  abatement  of  other  morbid  conditions.  The  throa 
sprayed  with  H2O2,  one-half  strength,  even'  two  hours.  The  f 
day  desquamation  began,  and  by  the  sixth  day,  the  whole  scarf 
had  come  away.  I  gave  a  saturated  soda  sponge  bath  twice  a 
hot,  and  gave  four  ounces  of  hot  sweet  milk  every  three  hours. 

After  the  first  t went}'- four  hours,  there  was  no  marked  derangt 
of  the  nervous  system  or  other  organs  or  functions.  The  kidneyi 
tinued  to  secrete  large  quantities  of  urine.  Besides  the  milk,  he< 
freely  of  cold  water,  and  his  appetite  was  sharp,  and  after  the  a 
night,  he  slept  well  and  got  up  looking  and  feeling  as  well  as  us 

The  other  case  presented  a  far  different  condition.  Little  A 
G.  was  five  years  old.  He  was  the  petted  and  idolized  son  of  w* 
parents,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  and  advantages  of  a  bea 
and  comfortable  home. 

From  birth,  this  child  presented  unusual  mental  and  physical 
ditions.  The  physician,  who  attended  at  his  birth,  informed  m< 
the  child  was  very  small,  extremely  delicate,  and  for  many  hours 
delivery,  he  despaired  of  its  resuscitation.  Through  babyhoc 
gave  evidences  of  marked  constitutional  disturbances  in  frequei 
tacks  of  stomach  and  bowel  lesions.  As  he  grew  older,  he  devei 
more  strength  and  vitality,  but  he  has  always  been  small  in  litnt 
muscle,  and  was  always  susceptible  to  climatic  or  dietetic  chai 
His  appetite  was  precarious  and  his  excretory  organs,  especial! 
kidneys,  showed  evidence  of  a  functional  weakness. 

In  mental  ability  he  was  unusually  bright ;  morally,  he  was  peri 
unusually  good,  kind,  very  affectionate,  and  extremely  sympatl 
In  habits  he  was  not  like  other  children.  He  cared  little  for  chi 
sports,  and  was  usually  separated  from  his  playmates  engaged  u 
versation  with  older  people,  or  amusing  himself  with  books  or  ti 
in  nature. 

The  parents  of  this  child  are  not  rugged  people.  The  mother 
only  daughter  of  a  wealthy  family,  and  although  her  father 
mother  belong  to  that  hardy,  Germo  American  class,  the  dau, 
does  not  show  the  elasticity  and  vitality  that  is  found  in  the  h 
working  class.  The  father  is  not  a  healthy  man.  He  has 
marked  constitutional  affection,  most  probably  of  the  kidneys 
lungs. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Dec.  7,  1896,  I  was  called  to  see  the  child, 
a  few  hours  previous  to  that,  he  showed  an  inclination  to  lie  d 
and  was  listless  and  drowsy.  He  told  his  mother  he  did  not  feel 
and  showed  some  evidences  of  gastric  disturbance.  His  exprc 
was  pinched  and  sallow ;  his  breath  was  hot  and  fetid ;  his  tc 
wss  normal  in  shape  and  size,  moist,  and  coated  a  light  brown. 
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the  posterior  nares  and  fauces  there  was  a  glairy  mucus,  covering  an 
inflamed  base.  The  temperature  was  102° ;  the  pulse  140,  small  and 
quick ;  the  eyes  were  dull  and  expressionless ;  the  skin  hot  and  dry  ; 
face  pale,  a  light-crimson  tinge  about  the  prominence  of  the  cheeks ; 
feet  and  hands  cold ;  towels  constipated ;  secretion  from  kidneys  scant 
I  prescribed  sp,  aconite  and  rhus  tox.  in  usual  dose,  ordered  a  hot 
soda  bath,  and  had  him  put  to  bed.  At  seven  in  the  evening,  the  fa- 
ther came  to  my  residence  and  requested  me  to  go  over  and  see  the 
chiki  again.  He  said  he  was  afraid  Arthur  was  worse,  and  that  he 
was  covered  with  some  kind  of  an  eruption.  I  saw  him  again  imme- 
diately. His  fever  had  risen  to  104°,  pulse  quick,  full,  hand,  and 
wiry ;  eyes  bright  and  sparkling  with  the  lids  fully  extended  and  the 
pupils  contracted ;  the  cheeks  were  flushed,  and  the  whole  body,  save 
a  line  about  two  inches  wide,  which  extended  from  the  edge  of  the 
scalp  in  front  to  the  apex  of  the  chin,  was  colored  a  dusky  red.  This 
was  in  the  median  line,  and  was  more  apparent  around  the  nose  and 
month.  It  continued  throughout  the  sickness,  and  at  no  time  was 
there  the  sign  of  an  eruption  within  this  space.  This  symptom  was  a 
peculiar  one  and  gave  the  face  a  ghastly  appearance.  His  tonsils  be- 
came swollen,  and  the  tongue  soon  became  clean  and  scarlet,  red  at 
the  tip  and  edges.  He  was  extremely  restless  and  semi-conscious.  I 
put  him  upon  gelsemium  and  rhus  tox.  in  full  doses. 

He  passed  a  bad  night .  At  eight  the  next  morning  his  tempera- 
ture was  103°,  pulse  140,  respiration  40.  The  throat  was  tumid,  and 
swollen  internally  and  externally.  The  other  symptoms  were  about 
the  same  as  on  the  previous  night  and  remained  so  till  the  morning  of 
the  tenth.  About  2  a.  m.  the  restlessness  became  intense,  and  there 
was  marked  cerebral  irritation.  The  bowels  refused  to  act,  except  by 
enema.  The  only  relief  to  the  nervous  system  was  obtained  by  a  hot 
soda  bath,  which  was  repeated  every  two  hours.  The  secretion  of 
urine  was  very  scant,  not  having  passed  but  a  few  drops  in  twelve 
hours.  One  marked  symptom  from  the  very  inception  of  the  disease 
was  a  dread  and  horror  of  water.  He  refused  to  drink,  and  the  only 
way  to  get  him  to  take  any  was  to  pry  open  his  mouth  with  a  spoon 
and  force  him  to  swallow.  His  medicine  was  given  in  the  same  way. 
His  strength  was  wonderful ;  it  took  three  strong  persons  to  give  each 
spoonful  of  medicine,  and  when  a  drop  or  two  would  fall  upon  his 
hands  or  face  he  would  become  frantic.  In  alternation  with  the  above 
named  remedies,  which  in  themselves  are  among  our  most  effective 
in  suppressed  urine,  I  gave  cannabis  and  jaborandi,  but  with  little 
benefit  I  remained  nearly  all  night  at  the  bed-side  of  the  child  and 
watched  the  changes  very  closely.  From  3  a.  h.  till  8  a.  m.  his  fever 
fell  to  102°.  Although  his  fever  had  decreased,  it  was  very  evident 
that  there  still  remained  grave  lesions. 

My  prognosis  was  still  favorable  despite  the  apparently  hopeless 
condition.  I  attributed  all  the  dangerous  manifestations  to  the  scar- 
latinal poison,  and  still  felt  that,  when  the  climax  was  reached,  rapid 
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elimination  could  be  induced,  and  the  child  be  saved,  as  had 
my  happy  experience  before  in  cases  of  apparently  similar  natui 

Through  the  anxiety  of  the  parents,  I  was  induced  to  call  in 
sel.  An  old  and  experienced  homoeopath  was  called.  After  a  c 
examination,  he  confirmed  my  prognosis.  His  prescription  was 
odide  of  mercury  for  the  throat,  and  the  tenth  dilution  of  bellau 
for  the  other  condition.  By  2  p.  m.  the  fever  had  risen  to  103° 
the  nervousness  was  more  intense.  I  now  discontinued  the  jabc 
and  cannabis,  and  gave  veratrum  and  gelsemium,  which  I  gave 
ternation  with  the  other  doctor's  medicine.  The  H2O2  spray  wa 
tinued  /or  the  throat,  which  I  used  myself  every  two  hours, 
struggles  of  the  child  at  each  application  were  so  violent  that  h< 
completely  exhausted.  The  child  still  continuing  to  refuse  wat< 
the  kidneys  not  acting,  I  endeavored  to  ingest  water  through  a 
in  the  side  of  the  mouth,  but  his  struggles  and  strangling  com] 
me  to  discontinue  the  process.  The  thought  often  came  to  me, 
would  be  the  condition  were  the  child  forced  to  take  strong  an 
pleasant  medicines,  and  add  to  the  already  diseased  condition  1 
and  paralyzed  stomach. 

Another  long  and  tedious  night  was  drawing  to  a  close  with  0 
parent  change.  By  hot  fomentations  and  hip  baths,  a  small  ai 
of  urine  was  passed  near  morning,  but  about  4  a.  m.  he  becao 
tremely  delirious,  and  a  short  spasmodic  moan  that  has  attende 
disease  up  to  this  time  was  changed  into  a  sharp  cry.  By  six  1 
came  exhausted,  and  rested  fairly  well  until  eight  At  this  tin 
passed  sufficient  urine  to  secure  enough  for  examination.  The 
cations  at  midnight  being  marked  for  baptisia.  I  added  it  to  the 
icine  which  I  was  prescribing.  I  again  met  the  Homoeopath  at  1 
We  agreed  that  the  throat  symptoms  were  much  better,  but  tha1 
of  the  other  conditions  were  much  worse.  The  temperature  wai 
pulse  150,  and  respiration  45.  The  other  doctor  changed  his 
donna  for  apis,  and  continued  the  mercury.  I  continued  my  01 
prescription  given  at  twelve.  I  took  the  urine  immediately  to  1 
fice,  and  gave  it  a  thorough  examination,  which  result  was  latei 
firmed  by  Dr.  F.  J.  Burky,  who  makes  urinalysis  a  specialty.  1 
suit  of  the  analysis  was  as  follows :  Specific  gravity,  1.022 ;  color 
cloudy  :  surface  frothy  ;  odor,  fetid  ;  reaction,  alkaline  ;  urea,  4 
to  one  ounce.  Bromine  test,  albumen,  fair  amount  Microscoj 
amination  :  pus,  mucus,  epithelial  casts,  and  broad  and  narro? 
line  casts,  and  compound  granular  cella  This  examination  of 
showed  a  dangerous  complication,  and  of  course  gave  a  very  1 
orable  prognosis.  I  at  once  informed  the  parents,  and  a  requ( 
more  counsel  was  granted. 

Two  of  the  leading  allopaths  of  the  city  were  soon  in  consul! 
They  suggested  an  ice-pack,  and  more  to  satisfy  the  parents,   1 
mitted  to  the  torture,  for  I  have  no  faith   in  such  measures. 
child  was  placed  in  a  large  bath  tub,  and  cracked  ice  was  dropj 
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till  the  temperature  was  reduced  from  105°  to  99°.  He  was  then  taken 
oat,  and  frequent  hypodermic  injections  of  strychnia,  alcohol,  and 
ether  were  used,  but  to  no  purpose.  Hot  saline  solution  was  injected 
into  the  tissue  of  the  back  with  a  trocar  and  a  large  syringe.  Dissolu- 
tion was  inevitable,  but  the  treatment,  no  doubt,  aggravated  rather 
than  palliated  the  grave  symptoms,  for  reaction  failed  to  take  place, 
and  the  child  died  two  hours  later. 

Before  death  the  body  of  the  child  became  mottled  and  echymosed. 
After  death  these  marks  became  very  dark,  showing  the  excessive 
poison  in  the  blood.  My  inference  in  this  case  is  that  this  child  not 
only  had  a  general  constitutional  depravity,  but  that  there  had  been 
present  for  an  indefinite  time  some  kidney  lesion,  which  developed 
readily  into  acute  nephritis  from  over  work,  endeavoring  to  relieve 
the  system  of  the  effete  matter  that  in  a  normal  state  would  have  been 
carried  off  by  the  skin. 

Desquamation  had  already  commenced  upon  the  back  and  portions 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  body,  and  the  throat  lesion  showed  marked 
improvement  These  facts  are  sufficient  evidence  that,  but  for  the 
kidney  lesion,  the  case,  quite  probably,  would  have  terminated  favor- 
ably. Another  inference  is  this — had  we  been  able  to  get  the  child  to 
take  sufficient  water  to  flush  the  kidneys  and  keep  up  the  necessary 
volume  of  water  in  the  blood,  the  result  might  have  been  different 

Although  it  was  very  distressing  to  friends,  and  very  exhausting  to 
the  child  to  give  water  in  this  case,  I  believe  it  would  have  been  bet- 
ter to  have  done  so.  No  fever  should  be  allowed  to  continue  for  any 
length  of  time,  without  abundance  of  good  water,  both  internally  and 
externally.  With  these  few  exceptions,  had  I  a  similar  case  of  scarlet 
fever  to  treat,  I  would  treat  it  identically  as  I  did  this,  for  I  have  had 
many  cases  very  similar,  all  of  which  terminated  favorably,  this  being 
the  only  fatal  case  in  my  experience  with  the  disease.  Nor  does  the 
loss  of  a  patient  for  one  moment  shake  my  faith  in  Eclecticism  and 
specific  medication.  More  and  more  each  day  am  I  convinced  that  it 
is  the  most  rational  and  successful  practice  in  vogue,  and  when  it  is 
brought  side  by  side  with  homoeopathy  and  allopathy,  it  imbues  me 
with  a  more  profound  faith  in  my  school  and  our  practice  of  medicine. 

Let  me  close  this  somewhat  extended  and  somewhat  tedious  article 
with  the  injunction  to  my  brother  practitioners  to  never  lose  sight  of 
the  great  importance  of  keeping  the  kidneys  acting  freely,  if  possible, 
in  all  exanthematous  diseases,  and  more  especially  scarlatina. 


SYPHILIS. 
By  Prof.  Lyman  Wat  kins,  fl.  D.v  Cincinnati,  O. 

THE  origin  of  syphilis  is  involved  in  obscurity.     Various  theories 
have  been  advanced,  at  different  periods,  to  account  for  the  ex- 
istence of  this  disease,  but  none  have  proven  entirely  satisfactory. 

According  to  the  poetic  legend  of  Fracastor  (1530  A.  D.),  "The 
shepherd,  Syphilus,  who  watched  the  flocks  of  King  Alcithous,  one 
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day  reproached  Apollo  with  drying  up  the  streams*  ami  of  rlrr* 
the  springs  iii  such  a  manner  that  his  flock  was  dying  Fur  wa 
shade  ami  water.  He  swore  that  it)  the  future  he  would  sacnfi 
his  king,  and  no  looker  to  the  Sun.  Apollo,  enimge  L  loosened 
the  whole  land  i  shameful  disease,  which  attacked,  first  of  all,  i 

ilus,  tad  spread  sverj  where  without  sparing  the  king  himself    ? 

ilns  had  his  \vvAy  coven-d  with  shameful  ulcers;  he  was  first  to 
nights  without  daap  and  cramps  in  his  limbs.  it  was  he  who 
his  name  to  this  diseuse,  which  wns  called  syphilis  from  that  tiiu 
account  of  this  circumstance."*  Syphilus  finds  the  nymph  fast 
who  orders  him  to  sacrifice  a  white  cow  to  J  una  if  he  desires 
cured  of  his  sores.      The  shepherd  obeys,  and  is  cured. 

This  fanciful  tradition  is  perhaps  worth  as  much  as  some  o< 
more  scientific,  advanced  on  the  origin  of  syphilis.  But  wbah-1 
wherever  its  hegiunin-,  the  diacaflfl  has  existed  from  time  immem 
syphilitic  nobles  l>eing  found  on  the  twines  of  prehistoric  man.  t 
ilts  is  promulgated  by  se\ual  contact  j  moral  delinquency  should 
h-w^ver,  be  attributed  invariably  to  all  who  l.>ecome  affected  I 
eoiitagiom  The  innocent  sometimes  sutler,  and  the  sondy  fcfl 
should  not  have  their  physical  burden  made  heavier  by  unjust 
elsm,  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  disease  may  be  contra ctcd  vrj 
sexual  co- habitation.  In  some  cases  the  individual  who  ac* 
syphilis  is  an  unfortunate,  deserving  pity  rather  than  censure,  ; 
already  being  sufficiently  punished.  An  all  wise  Providence  | 
needs  human  assistance  tn  conferring  justice  for  physical  si; 
mortals  here  below,  Physicians  sometimes  do  not  attempt  tn 
these  patients  with  the  same  /.eal  they  exert  in  other  forms  of  di 
thinking  that  to  allow  the  patient  to  suffer  will  add  to  his  punis-hi 
but  syphilis  should  lie  regarded  with  the  same  consideration 
treated  with  the  same  skill  that  any  other  morbid  condition  don 

That  syphilis  is  a  grave  disease,  and  its  lesions  many,  can  n 
doubted  ;  and  so  gloomy  has  been  the  generally  accepted  pn\^ 
that  many  of  the  profession  have  l>een  hopeless  in  the  beginning 
consequently  have  not  exerted  themselves  properly  to  cure 
seemed  to  them  to  l>e  an  incurable  disease,  while  the  patient  ha 
come  a  pitiable  object  of  hopelessness  and  despair,  or  a  reck  lea 
ner  under  the  impression  that  nothing  remained  for  him  but  a  i 
able  existence  and  a  diseased  progeny. 

No  wonder,  then,  that  the  disease  is  feared  as  a  great  calamity 
that  hope  leaves  her  dwelling  to  gloom  and  despair.  Xo  need 
press  the  patient  with  the  seriousness  of  his  alTection  ;  h^  will 
ciently  realize  the  gravity  of  the  situation  when  he  beeomes  ,ov 
tbti  diagnosis.  We  should  rather  endeavor  to  instill  hope  in  th 
rowhd  breast,  and  by  this  encouragement  obtain  the  aid  of  our  p 
in  hie  affliction,  and  Inspire  that  rheerfulne-s  and  confidence 
aid  in  the  treatment  of  all  diseases. 
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The  subsequent  results  of  an  attack  of  syphilis  depend  altogether 
upon  the  virulence  and  intensity  of  the  primary  infection,  and  upon 
the  constitutional  resistance  of  the  patient  Syphilis  may  be  either 
benign  or  malignant,  and  an  attack  may  be  so  light  as  to  run  its  course 
without  grave  results,  no  sequelae,  and  no  serious  lesions  at  any  time. 
There  is  no  other  disease  which  is  apparently  so  severe,  that  yields  so 
readily  to  treatment ;  while  there  are,  at  times,  destructive  and  ma- 
lignant attacks,  incurable  or  fatal  on  account  of  the  constitutional 
condition  of  the  patient,  such  are  not  the  rule.  There  are  other  dis- 
eases whose  ravages  are  often  more  serious,  whose  prognosis  is  less 
hopeful,  and  whose  hereditary  potency  is  as  tenacious,  such  as  cancer, 
tuberculosis,  etc  Many  of  the  serious  conditions  ascribed  to  syphilis 
in  the  past  were  due  to  the  treatment,  and  not  to  the  disease  per  Be. 
These  were,  for  the  most  part,  caused  by  the  abuse  of  mercury. 

"Employed  in  Europe  from  the  feudal  epoch,  either  for  leprosy  or 
for  the  thick  scurf  (Gale  Epaisse),  or  whatever  other  name  it  pleased 
them  to  give  to  venereal  diseases,  these  (mercurial)  inunctions  were 
also  in  use  among  the  Arabs,  who  employed  them  against  lice,  and 
perhaps  also  for  syphilides,  which  they  recognized  at  that  time  under 
the  different  names  of  fx>ther,  asmfati,  etc  The  Arab  preparation 
was  called  unguentum  saracenicum,  and  contained  but  one  ninth  of 
mercury.  The  empirics,  during  all  the  middle  ages,  had  used  it  only 
with  prudence,  and  when  physicians  decided  to  use  it  in  their  turn  it 
was  only  in  very  small  doses ;  thus  the  ointment  of  Torella  was  one  in 
forty.  But  quacks,  who  are  always  bold,  wished  to  do  better  and 
more  rapidly ;  they  administered  it  in  a  blind  fashion.  The  first  re- 
sults being  encouraging,  no  limits  were  known,  and  the  frightful 
stomatitis  and  debility  which  resulted  were  considered  from  the  very 
start  as  so  many  symptoms  of  syphilis. 

"The  following  was  the  modus  operandi :  Instead  of  recommending 
patients,  as  is  done  in  our  day,  very  small  and  accurately  weighed 
doses  of  blue  ointment,  the  patient  was  smeared  from  head  to  foot 
with  a  sort  of  semi-fluid  mixture,  in  which  mercury  formed  a  large 
proportion.  A  varnishing  brush  was  used,  and  the  ointment  was 
spread  without  the  least  regard  to  quantity.  The  apothecaries  or 
others  entrusted  to  apply  the  mercurial  ointment  were  called  'greasers 
of  the  pox, '  as  Rabelais  informs  us.  Then  the  smearing  having  ended 
the  patients  were  made  to  get  in  (only  the  rich)  large  sweating  vats. 
The  poor  were  simply  piled  in  ovens  in  which  they  were  sometimes 
forgotton  for  too  long  a  time,  and  it  was  not  a  rare  occurrence  to  find 
a  certain  number  who  had  passed  into  the  condition  of  half  burnt 
charcoal.  At  all  events  it  appears  that  this  method  boasted  of  suc- 
cesses, 'with  the  exception,  says  Warren,  of  a  few  scorched  and  a  small 
number  roasted/  This  was  a  direct  method  of  cooking  the  humors, 
that  of  the  patient  sometimes  followed.  The  course  of  treatment  gen- 
erally lasted  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  days ;  but  few  patients  could 
continue  until  the  end,  to  which  even  horses  could  not  all  have  sue- 
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cess  fully  resisted.  Three-fourths  of  the  patients,  according  I 
testimony  of  Ulrich  von  Butten,  debilitated  either  by  the  es 
sweatings  or  by  the  absorption  of  mercury  in  such  toxic  doses, 
the  disturbances  of  stomatitis,  died  in  a  few  days ;  the  others  dr 
out  a  miserable  existence,  and  scarcely  one  in  a  hundred  got  out 
scrape.  It  may  be  well  said,  remarks  Patton  quite  justly,  that 
patients  got  well  in  spite  of  the  medicine.  "* 

M<xiern  methods  are  responsible  for  a  great  change  in  the  trea 
of  syphilis.  We  no  longer  witness  such  dire  results  from  the  d 
as  in  the  past,  and  the  affection  has  lost  many  of  its  terrors,  the 
disastrous  of  which,  after  all,  were  not  due  to  the  infection.  A 
attack  of  syphilis  will  run  its  course  and  be  completely  erad 
from  the  body,  with  no  probability  of  sequelae  or  hereditary  re 
Many  cases  of  syphilis  are  cured  in  this  day  and  age  of  medic 
van  cement.  The  fallacy  of  the  inevitable  three  stages — priman 
nndarv,  and  tertiary — so  blindly  followed  in  the  past,  is  being 
dcmedj  and  it  is  now  understood  that  this  regularity  in  appeara 
the  symptoms  is  rare  and  unimportant  Many  symptoms  of  t 
called  third  stage  may  be  present  at  first,  or  not  occur  at  all,  an 
second  and  first  so  intermingle  that  there  is  no  well  defined  d'v 
line  ;  indeed,  the  symptoms  so  particularly  ascribed  to  the  firs 
ond,  or  third  stage  may  occur  at  any  time.  The  fact  that  the  d 
may  run  its  course  or  be  cured  in  a  comparatively  short  time,  ha 
dered  this  theory  of  "stages"  of  very  little  value. 

It  is  daily  becoming  more  apparent  that  the  lesions  of  gonor 
both  present  and  future,  are  more  lasting  and  destructive  than 
of  syphilis,  especially  to  women  who  are  unfortunate  enough  to  i 
a  man  who  has  had  a  gonorrhoea  1  experience.  It  is  not  the  obj 
the  writer  to  minify  the  lesions  of  this  grave  disease  (syphilis 
rather  by  showing  their  curability,  to  bring  about  a  more  hopefu 
of  its  prognosis,  and  encourage  the  efforts  of  those  who  underts 
relieve  them. 

One  of  the  most  intractable  forms  of  melancholia  we  meet  \* 
sypbilomania,  the  basis  of  which  is  an  unreasonable  and  exaggc 
fear  of  contracting  syphilis.  To  a  syphilomaniac  it  does  not  r 
whether  he  has  had  sexual  congress  of  a  suspicious  nature  or  no 
has  read  upon  the  subject,  mostly  in  the  newspapers,  and  thi 
possible  that  he  may  have  contracted  the  disease  in  a  public  1 
closet,  or  from  a  drinking  vessel,  or  in  some  other  manner  so  v 
described  in  the  glaring  advertisements  of  the  daily  press.  W 
these  patients,  when  they  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  conscien 
quack,  who  exhausts  their  finances,  and  leaves  them  worse  tha 
Fore.  Reputable  physicians  themselves  sometimes  become  so 
ou^hly  imbued  with  the  syphilitic  idea  that  they  see  the  dread  d 
in  every  venereal  lesion. 

8yphilis  in  the  Middle  Agei  and  in  Modern  Times.    Vol.  i.,  page  216  et  sc< 
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Suppose  a  patient  does  present  himself  with  evidences  of  syphilitic 
infection.  #It  may  be  but  a  mild  attack,  which  can  be  readily  and 
completely  cured.  Syphilis  is  less  incurable  than  some  forms  of 
rheumatism,  or  locomotor  ataxia,  or  progressive  muscular  atrophy. 
Syphilis  can  be  and  is  cured.  Xo  reason  why  it  should  not  be,  and  in 
many  cases  the  dreaded  hereditary  sequelae  are  nil — there  are  none. 

Some  physicians,  discouraged  with  dire  and  unsatisfactory  results 
of  the  so-called  regular  treatment  in  the  past,  have  abandoned  medi- 
cine altogether.  Dr.  Elmer  Lee,  of  Chicago,  says  (X.  V.  Med.  Times) : 
"In  what  is  syphilis  pathologically  and  radically  different  from  other 
functional  and  organic  diseases,  that  it  can  not  be  cured  ?"  And  then, 
after  condemning  the  use  of  drugs  in  any  form,  goes  on  to  say  that  he 
has  had  most  satisfactory  results  in  treating  this  disease  with  nothing 
but  water.  "Water  was  the  remedy  prescribed  in  regulation  doses  to 
the  extent  of  between  two  and  three  liters  per  day  for  a  period  of  eight 
or  ten  weeks."  This  form  of  treatment  he  says  is 'superior  to  the 
"alleged  principles  of  Allopathy,  the  infinitessimal  folly  of  Homoeop- 
athy, or  the  vagaries  of  the  Eclectics. " 

It  is  clear  that  Dr.  Lee  does  not  know  what  he  is  talking  about  when 
he  speaks  of  the  "vagaries  of  the  Eclectics. "  Specific  medication  is 
not  a  vagary,  and  Eclectics  have  been  curing  syphilis  right  along  by 
carefully  observing  the  symptoms,  and  meeting  them  with  the  indi- 
cated remedy.  Cold  water  will  not  cure  every  case  of  syphilis,  but  it 
is  a  better  form  of  treatment  than  the  disastrous  methods  of  the  past. 
In  some  cases  the  body  is  so  worn  and  debilitated  by  excess  and  long 
continued  and  habitual  violation  of  nature's  laws,  that  any  serious 
disease  will  shock  the  already  sinking  ship  beyond  help. 

The  idea  of  expelling  syphilis  from  the  body  by  the  administration 
of  strong  drugs  in  heroic  doses  must  be  abandoned.  Treat  the  disease 
rationally  with  strict  attention  to  diet,  baths,  hygiene,  and  a  general 
supervision  over  all  the  bodily  functions.  Then  as  indicated,  pa- 
tiently meet  the  symptoms  as  they  present  themselves,  from  the  initial 
chancre  through  all  the  dermal,  muscular,  membranous,  osseous,  and 
nervous  manifestations. 

While  there  may  be  no  great  objections  to  calling  a  certain  array  of 
general  symptoms,  which  occur  together  with  reasonable  frequency, 
syphilis,  still  we  must  never  forget  that  it  is  the  symptomatic  evidences 
and  not  the  name  which  we  must  treat  Now  it  may  be  asked,  What 
is  your  specific  for  syphilis?  The  answer  is,  We  have  none.  What ! 
No  specific  for  syphilis  after  all  that  has  been  said?  Xo,  none.  We 
have  no  specific  for  the  name  of  any  disease.  We  do  not  treat  names. 
We  divide  the  morbid  condition  into  its  separate  manifestations,  and 
treat  each  with  the  indicated  remedy.  Treating  disease  in  this  man- 
ner, we  have  a  large  number  of  specifics.  Those  most  frequently  in- 
dicated in  syphilis  are  rumex,  echinacea,  arctium,  berberis,  corydalis, 
iris,  kalmia,  Phytolacca,  potassium  iodide,  and  others,  all  found  in 
Eclectic  literature. 


*2M  MATERIA    MEHHA. 


T 


RESTUOY  THE  fUTERIA  flEDTCA- 

By  Prof.  Joseph  Adolphus.  H.  D,,   Atlanta.  Cla. 

HE  physiological  properties  of  remedies  differ  exceeding! 
special  action  of  drugs  must   mean   the  particular  org* 
work  their  influence  on*     This  is  a  specific  study. 

There  are  several  remedies  that  act  on  the  vasomotor  syste 
they  cause    constriction  Of  the  arterioles  and  capillaries  of 
some  act  as  general  vaso- motor  constrictors,  others  act  more 
larly  on  the  arteri'*!.  ■.  and  capillaries  of  particular  organs, 
stance,  allow  me  to  mention  blue  cohosh,  whose  action  is  |*ari 
confined  to  pelvic  circulation.     The  tincture  of  a  preparation 
preen  root,  dug  at  the  right  time,  causes,  in  physiological  doe 
mia  of  the  uterus*  ovaries,  and  their  allied  tissues,     Caulophi 
the  remedy  in  uterine  endorsement*  caused  by   chronic  inflai 
of  the  uterine  mucous  membrane  and   muscular  tissue,   also 
menorrha*a  owing  to  chronic   inflammation,   to  nervous  ex] 
owing  to  previous  high  excitement  of  the  function,   irritation 
ganglionic  centers  governing  the  uterus,    also  to  imperfect  re 
following  pa rt  u  rit iut i , 

Caulophyllum  is  the  emmenagogue  when  the  condition  pr* 
menstruation  is  of  the  congestive  kind*  when  the  uterine  and 
circulation  is  sluggish  and  the  veins  weak  and  dilated  j  in  m 
ditions  tin*  capillary  circulation  is  slow  and  sluggish,  toomtict 
blood  is  in  the  organs  Caiilophyllnm  then  acts  as  a  physi 
stimulant  to  the  nutrition  of  the  uterine  and  ovarian  tissues,  he 
t  ru  1  y  a  n  e  m  n  len  agog  u  e.  ( -a  u  lop  h  v  1 1  u  m  a  Iso  acts  as  a  seda  ti  v 
over-excited  heart,  when  this  is  reflex,  arising  from  uterine  a 
rrian  disorders,  Many  women  have  palpitation,  heart  j*ain,  su 
sense  of  approaching  death  from  supposed  heart  failure,  ill  Q 
are  reflex,  owing  to  the  disordered  state  of  the  uterine  s\  - 
lophyllum  is  a  valuable  remedy.  It  quiets  the  over-excited  li 
removes  the  tormenting  symptoms  of  a  feeling  of  a  near  appr 
death  by  removing  the  uterine  vascular  disease  and  promoting 
nutrition  of  these  organs. 

Caulophyllum  is  also  one  of  our  best  medicines  in  irritation 
bladder.  There  is  an  almost  constant  desire  to  pass  urine,  oi 
small  quantities  an-  voided  each  time.  Frequently  the  act  of 
tion  is  accompanied  by  pain,  often  felt  in  the  neck  of  the  bhl 
fact,  the  neck  is  highly  hvpencstheiiie  and  the  mucous  meml 
congested,  possibly.  This  membrane,  covering  the  entire  hi; 
in  this  state.  At  times  pain  is  felt  in  the  rectum  :  this  organ 
hypenestheuie  and  congested,  piles  form  and  are  annoying, 
found  tincture  of  caulophyllum  of  much  service  in  cases  like  t 
now  under  consideration,  Often  a  suppository  composed  of 
belladonna,  ami  stramonium*  will  aid   very  greatlytiu  quiel 
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hyperesthesia  of  the  rectum  and  neck  of  the  bladder,   and  open  the 
way  for  caulophyllum  to  put  in  its  work. 

Caulophjllum  is  also  a  specfic  in  many  cases  of  after-pains  follow- 
ing parturition.  It  seldom  has  failed  in  my  hands,  and  my  patients 
appreciate  it.  The  medicament  is  one  of  my  best,  if  not  the  best,  ec- 
bolic.  It  causes  natural  pains  when  the  uterus  is  sluggish,  the  pains 
slow,  too  weak,  infrequent,  lack  staying  properties.  Under  these  con- 
ditions caulophyllum  stimulates  uterine  action  to  take  on  the  physio- 
logical parturient  function.  It  is  totally  different  from  ergot  in  action, 
causes  none  of  the  fierce  tetanic  contractions  engendered  by  the  latter, 
but  under  caulophyllum  the  pains  are  the  products  of  normal  physio- 
logical uterine  contraction,  having  proper  intervals  and  never  rising 
above  a  normal  acme  of  intensity  and  duration. 

There  are  uterine  troubles  owing  to  impaired  nutrition  and  circula- 
tion of  the  whole  pelvic  organs,  the  cause  of  which  lies  in  impaired 
energy  of  the  lower  part  of  the  cord,  that  presides  over  and  governs 
the  pelvic  organs.  Caulophyllum  is  the  remedy,  its  good  effects  are 
owing  to  stimulation  of  the  lower  spinal  centers.  These  centers  par- 
take much  of  ganglionic  action ;  in  fact,  these  centers  influence  nutri- 
tion and  function  of  the  pelvic  viscera.  Caulophyllum  is  a  stimulant 
to  the  vegetative  system  of  nerves,  promoting  normal  active  capillary 
circulation  through  the  stimulant  influence  it  exercises  on  the  vege- 
tative spstem  of  nerves. 

Caulophyllum  was  a  prized  remedy  with  our  Eclectic  ancestors  in 
the  diseases  so  frequently  occurring  in  women  in  the  so-called  change 
of  life.  In  small  doses,  carefully  administered,  it  frequently  tided 
women  over  the  dangerous  and  agonizing  period  of  the  climacteric. 
The  old  Eclectics  used  it  also  to  enable  women,  who  were  sure  to 
abort  in  early  pregnancy.  The  medicament,  as  I  well  know,  enabled 
many  unfortunate  women  of  this  kind  to  go  successfully  through 
pregnancy,  and  give  birth  to  a  nine  months,  vigorous  infant,  be  happy 
and  grateful  mothers. 

Caulophyllum  and  Hydrastis  work  finely  together,  helping  and 
assisting  each  other,  curing  uterine  hemorrhages,  such  as  menorrhagia, 
metorrhagia,  and  excessive  menstruation,  as  well  as  the  dyspepsia  *of 
women  suffering  uterine  diseases. 


PARACENTESIS   THORACIS. 
By  Marquis  E.  Daniel,  fl.  D.,  Honey  drove,  Tex. 

OPERATION  for  the  evacuation  of  pus  and  other  fluids  from 
within  the  chest  wall — paracentesis  thoracis — is  not  only  quite 
a  common  surgical  procedure,  but  also  one  the  details  of  which  are  so 
minutely  and  sufficiently  described  in  all  up-to-date  works  on  surgery, 
that  mention  of  the  preparation  incident  to  the  operation  may  be 
omitted  from  this  paper. 
vol.  lvil — 17 
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While  I  subject  may  be  worn  thread  hare,  and  often  is,  fe 
This  nature,  presented  in  the  fatlD  of  ->  reporl  of  a  case  in  arti 

is  most  always  interesting  and  inBtroutivie  to  a  tags m 

readers  at  least  Besides,  in  this  wmj  we  may  gain  many 
point*  that  will  l)e  profitable  to  us  throughout  a  professional  1 
Since  the  Bkethodti  pursued  by  surgeons  in  handling 
ture.  generally  difTer  in  sniii^  particulars,  a  knowledge  of  the 
ode  vvidtns  our  scope  of  usefulness  ;  and  there  \b  no  1>etttr  m 
coming  familiar  with  them  than  through  reports  of  our  wor 
journals-  while   nothing  so  inspires  and  forces  the  vuiin/;i 

^.n  propei    realization  of  his  or  bar  duty  as   f 
whirl)  thereby  ultimately  result   in  th.    earing  <rf   many  preci 
rli.it,  do  licoouai erf beiBg affictetl  far  away  from  expen 
tors,  WOtlld  otherwise  he   k*t 

Mureh  $  IMN,  l  was  called  to  rVindom,  Texas  in  see  EUy 
a  boy  eight  y*-ars  of  ftg&      On  arriving  the  parents  related  ti 
ing  history  of  the  case:   Health   prior  to   Jan.  SI,  good,  bu 
day  he  was  seized  with  pneumonia  in  the  left  long.    A  local  j 
(Allopath  i  ma  colled,  who  treated  the  case  until  February 
ihe  patient's  condition  grew  so  alarming  that  a  consulting  r 
was  called  from   Honey  Grove,  who,  upon  examination,  deci 
then?  was  considerable  pleural  effusion  present,  and  declare* 
operation  by  aspiration  wns  necessary*  at  once  for  its  removal 
diagnosis  the  attent I in^r  ] »hysieian  concurred.     The  puree 
a  n  d  a  spira t ion  wa  s  i  m  med  ia  tel  y  performed,     A  large  qoantit 
pus  was  drawn  off,  though  the  cavity  was  not  entirely  empti 
count  of  the  needle  Ijecoining  obstructed-     I   noted  that   the 
entrance  through  the  chest  wall  was  between  the  fourth  and 
and  a  little  posterior  to  a  line  drawn  midway  perpendicularly 
the  median  line  of  the  sternum  and  a  line  extending  down 
center  of  the  axilla*     Upon  inquiry,  I  a  seer  tamed  that   the 
used  was  of  the  pneumatic  variety  ;  and  in  this  connection  J 
not  out  of  place  to  briefly  describe  how  the  instrument  is 
while  in  use.     "The  instrument  is  so  constructed  that  fluic 
taken  from  a  shut  sac,  and  not  admit  the  entrance  of  air  t< 
place.    It  is  simply  an  exhausting  air  syringe  with  a  doublt 
ingress  and  egress  of  fluids*  the  tops  being  so  made  as  to 
hollow  trocar.     Everything  being  ready  for  Operation, 
sent  through  the  thoracic  parietes,  when  a  few  drops  J  of  fi' 
that  the  cavity  is  entered.  The  rubber  hose  having  a  stop-coc 
attached  to  the  needle,  the  thumb- piece  being  so  turned  as  to 
the  fluid  frotn  entering  the  hose  until  the  bottle  is  exhausted 
the  aid  of  the  pump  and  its  valves.     As  soon  as  a  vacuu: 
duced  in  the  bottle  or  jar,  the  cock  on  the  pump  Bide  is  oh 
the  one  on  the  needle  side  is  opened.     Fluid  will  now  be  see 
through  the  section  of  glass  tubing,  which  is  inserted   into 
for  that  purpose,  and  the  liquid  Is  also  viewed  as  it  fall- 
ex  haustea  bottle,*' 
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Tlie  parents  further  stated  that  temporary  relief  followed  this  oper- 
ation, hut  no  provision  having  been  made  for  drainage,   the  pleural 
cavity  began  to  refill,  and  a  second  operation  by  aspiration  was 
attempted  two  days  later  (March  2nd),  by  entering  at  the  same  place 
as  in  the  first  operation.     Up  to  this  time  all  seemingly  went  well,  but 
in  the  effort  to  exhaust  the  air  from  the  bottle  as  was  intended,  and 
owing  to  some  oversight  or  neglect,   several  pumpfuls  of  air  were 
pumped  into  the  pleural  cavity,  and  forced  its  way  into  the  abdominal 
cavity.     The  air  distended  the  abdomen  to  such  a  degree  that  both 
family  and  physicians  became  terribly  alarmed  ;  and  the  latter  with- 
drew the  needle,  left  the  house  as  quickly  as  possible,  and  told  friends 
of  the  family  that  the  boy  could  live  but  a  few  minutes  or  hours  at 
best    However,  he  survived  through  the  night     The  next  day,  Mch. 
3d,  the  two  physicians  returned,   and  informed  the  parents  that  the 
only  chance  to  save  the  boy's  life  would  be  to  make  an  opening  through 
the  chest  wall  sufficiently  large  to  enable  them  to  find  the  rent  through 
which  the  air  had  passed  into  the  abdomen,  wash  the  abdomen  out, 
then  sew  up  the  rent  and  thoroughly  wash  out  the  pleural  cavity.    To 
this  the  parents  objected.     The  physicians  then  stated  that  it  would 
be  especially  necessary  to  remove  the  air  from  the  abdomen  to  pre- 
vent fatal  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  and  that  this  could  be  done 
only  hy  aspiration.    To  this  the  parents  consented,  and  the  operation 
with  the  same  tricky  machine  was  at  once  proceeded  with.     But  when 
the  needle  was  inserted,  no  wind  could  be  induced  to  forsake  its  com- 
fortable quarters. 

The  parents,  becoming  discouraged  and  tired  of  'seeing  their  little 
son  so  severely  punished  without  any  apparently  beneficial  results, 
and  being  informed  by  the  physicians  that  nothing  more  could  be 
done,  dismissed  them  and  sent  for  me. 

I  was  called  March  6th,  just  three  days  after  the  entrance  of  the  air 
into  the  abdominal  cavity.  On  first  inspection  I  was  surprised  at  the 
extreme  distension,  and  remarked  that  some  one  must  have  been  pre- 
paring for  a  balloon  ascension.  Examining  the  patient  as  best  I 
could,  and  observing  that  he  yet  had  some  vitality  to  subsist  upon,  I 
gave  as  my  prognosis  that,  if  properly  treated,  he  would  recover,  but 
that  it  would  require  some  time.  I  was  requested  to  Jake  charge  of 
the  case,  and  do  the  best  I  could  with  it. 

The  all-absorbing  feature  of  the  case  with  the  parents  was  the  "wind 
in  the  bowels,"  and  they  wanted  to  know  of  me  how  I  was  going  to 
remove  it  I  told  them  that,  inasmuch  as  the  wind  had  not  done  any 
apparent  harm  up  to  that  time — had  not  produced  any  peritonitis — it 
was,  in  my  opinion,  of  minor  importance,  and  that  1  believed  it  could 
tie  removed  by  absorption,  hastened  by  compression  by  means  of  a 
well  applied  bandage  around  the  bowels.  This  bandage  to  be  kept 
as  tight  as  the  patient  could  bear  it,  and  re-adjusted  as  often  as  it 
became  loose.  This  idea  proved  correct  At  any  rate  the  bowels  were 
reduced  to  normal  size  in  three  weeks. 


cavity. 
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I  prescribed  such  remedial  u  teemed  beef  indicated,  wi 

timing  the  patient's  strength,  keeping  the  eliminate 
an  active  condition,  so  \\>  to  throw  off  waste  and  induce  a  I 
accmnu luting  fluids  in  the  pleural  cavity  as  rapidly  as  poe 
After  three  days  it  became  evident  that  the  pleural  cavi 
idly  Oiling  with  thuds,  and  thai  an  operation  for  their  n 
necessary  :  sn   I  called    Dr.  Helhing,  of  Bouham.  to  assis 

concurring  in  my  diagBOsfo,  we  decided  to  immediately  g 

the  pent -up  Jluids  by  incision  info  the  pleural  cavity* 
about  the  same  place  formerly  entered 
by  the  other  two  physicians.  I  ad- 
ministered  the  anrestbetie,  ami  Dr, 
lh*lbing  made  the  incision.  We  esti- 
mated that  at  least  two  pints  til  sero- 
pus  must  have  been  evacuated. 

At  this  time  we  did  not  consider  it 
nrressurv  to  make  a  counter  opening  ^M 

for  the  purpose  of  drainage,  this  being  . 

the  second  time  the  cavity  had  been  /  f      £ 

ncupttud  H-Vh.  i»sAmd  March 0)*  and  //    J 

the  patient's    physical    condition  ap-  j^ 

pearing  to  lie  RfDft* 
what,  improved,  and 
we  believed  that  all 
possible  accumulation 
would  be  absorlied  as 
fast  as  accumulated. 
The  patient  improved 
rapidly  for  a  few  da  \  s, 
but  March  18  I  saw 
another  emptying  of 
the      pleural      cavity 

would   l>e  necessary,  and  again  called  Dr.  Helbing  la  as 
anesthetizing  the  patient,  Dr.  Helbing  mode  an  incision  \ 
thoracic  parietcs  at   the  same  place  as  at  the  previous  oper 
ciently  large  to  admit  the  nozzle  of  a   fountain  syringe, 
withdrawal  of  the  knife,  a  large  quantity,  at  least  a  piot* 
made  its  escape.     As  previously  decided,  a  counter-open  in; 
l>etween  the  eighth  and  ninth  ribs  and  on  a  line  with  the 
\m.  12   (French   gauge)  soft   rubber  catheter,    fully  asep1 
introduced  into  this  opening,  and,   secured  by  a  strong 
carried  through  the  side  of  the  Wall  of  the  ratheter  with  a 
die,  at  its  junction  with  the  skin,  and   secured  to  a   slip  i 
planter  applied  to  the  skin  just  above,  as  shown  in  tl 
cut,  which  is  prmluced  from  a  photograph  of  the  patient 
tul>e  was  prevented  from  slipping  in  or  out.     Filling  a  ft 
iuge  with  hot  asepsinated  water,  which  had  previously  I 
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and  strained  through  towels  doubled  several  times,  we  introduced  the 
nozzle,  which  had  been  sterilized,  into  the  upper  opening,  and  thor- 
oughly washed  out  the  pleural  cavity,  the  water  finding  its  exit  through 
the  catheter  in  the  lower  opening.  The  irrigation  was  continued  until 
the  water  came  away  perfectly  clear,  several  gallons  being  used.  The 
upper  opening  was  then  closed  by  means  of  a  small  slip  of  adhesive 
plaster,  the  skin  having  been  first  dusted  with  iodoform.  The  cath- 
eter was  left  in  the  lower  opening  to  provide  necessary  drainage. 

At  least  ten  or  twelve  inches  of  the  catheter,  wrhich  had  been  perfo- 
rated with  scissors  at  several  places,  were  within  the  chest  wall.  It 
was,  however,  withdrawn  a  little  every  few  days,  as  the  chasm  in  the 
pleura  closed.  Every  day  for  two  months  hot  asepsinated  water  was 
injected  into  the  cavity  through  the  catheter,  with  a  four-ounce  hard- 
rubber  syringe,  and  allowed  to  escape  back  through  the  catheter.  This 
was  done  to  keep  the  cavity  free  from  debris,  and  assist  some  in  heal- 
ing. The  catheter  was  worn  until  all  perceptible  suppuration  ceased, 
a  period  of  three  months ;  and  the  latter  six  weeks  of  that  time  the 
patient  was  able  to  be  up  and  come  to  my  office,  a  distance  of  six 
miles,  Today  he  is  strong  and  active,  able  to  do  farm  work,  and  is 
attending  school  regularly.  I  will  state  further,  that  he  had  an  attack 
of  measles  a  year  ago,  from  which  he  recovered  promptly  and  without 
complication.  I  mention  this  to  show  the  completeness  of  his  recov- 
ery, both  as  to  his  lungs  and  general  physical  condition,  as  so  many 
authors  claim  that  at  least  one- third  of  all  the  cases  requiring  this 
operation  ultimately  die  of  consumption. 

Those  who  may  feel  interested,  and  may  desire  more  definite  infor- 
mation, as  to  the  daily  progress  of  a  cure  in  these  cases,  are  referred 
to  the  late  works  on  surgery,  and  especially  to  the  writings  of  our 
lamented  Howe,  as  recorded  in  his  Surgery,  and  of  Edward  S.  Ben- 
nett, in  VoL  V.  of  the  International  Encyclopedia  of  Surgery.  I  have 
said  nothing  relative  to  admitting  air  freely  into  the  pleural  cavity,  as 
the  authors  referred  to  speak  fully  upon  that  point  and  my  experience 
fully  corroborates  theirs. 

Wyeth  prefers  the  double  tube  for  drainage  and  irrigation  so  that 
antiseptic  fluids,  for  the  purpose  of  washing  out  the  cavity,  when  in- 
jected through  one  tube,  return  through  the  other  after  the  order  of  a 
recurrent  catheter.  I  prefer  the  single  tube,  because  the  cavity  can 
be  nearer  filled  with  the  antiseptic  wash  before  allowing  it  to  return, 
thus  more  thoroughly  irrigating  every  section  of  the  cavity.  Besides, 
I  was  enabled  to  ascertain  more  accurately  the  closing  of  the  cavity, 
as  the  healing  process  continued,  by  the  amount  of  water  it  would 
contain,  which  gradually  diminished  until  the  healing  was  complete. 

Wyeth  and  Bennett  both  say  the  contents  of  the  pleural  cavity 
should  not  be  too  rapidly  evacuated,  as  fatal  syncope  has  occurred  in 
several  instances  on  this  account,  while  Howe  does  not  observe  this 
precaution,  and  says :  <4I  desire  a  free  evacuation  at  once,  and  rarely 
attempt  to  check  a  profuse  discharge,  and  do  not  regard  the  operation 
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as  attended  with  any  special  danger."  In  this  case  the  pie 
tents  were  allowed  to  escape  freely,  no  attempt  being  made  t 
the  flow,  kennett  cuts  the  drainage  tube  off  even  with  the  c 
the  body,  and  his  dressing  consists  in  applying  antiseptic  £ 
catch  the  secretion  from  the  tube,  and  to  serve  as  a  filter  f< 
entering  from  the  outside.  It  would  be  reasonable  to  sup] 
these  gauzes  could  not  be  changed  often  enough  to  absorl 
secreting  pus,  and  that  they  would  therefore  fail  to  maintain 
sired  bodily  cleanliness.  In  my  case  I  let  the  tube,  or  cath 
tend  eight  or  ten  inches,  thus  conducting  the  secretions  av 
the  body.  In  the  meantime,  lint  was  applied  to  the  body  ar 
tube,  and  the  end  of  the  tube  was  kept  wrapped  in  carbolizec 
ride  of  mercury  or  iodoform  gauzes  for  the  purpose  already 
changing  them  as  often  as  necessary,  owing  to  the  prof usene 
secretion. 

I  spoke  of  withdrawing  the  catheter  a  little  every  few  days 
this  was  done,  of  course  it  had  to  be  disengaged  from  the  str 
hesive  plaster,  which  were  replaced  by  new  pieces  to  which  i 
eter  was  secured  as  before.  Once  during  the  course  of  treati 
catheter  was  removed  entirely,  and  a  new  sterilized  one  put  i 
was  done  for  fear  that  the  old  one  might  have  become  de 
damaged.  I  might  have,  with  safety,  withdrawn  the  cathetc 
but  Bennett  says  it  is  better  to  err  on  the  side  of  over-long 
nance  of  drainage  than  to  risk  a  too  early  removal  of  the  tub 
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SURGICAL    CASE. 
By  C.  H.  Cass,  H.  D.f  Holton,  Ind. 

FG.,  40  years  old,  received  a  deadly  knife-thrust  in  the  ri 
•  between  the  second  and  third  ribs,  and  forward  of  the  n 
gland,  inflicted  in  a  fight  He  was  carried  home  bleeding  p 
Dr.  R.  C.  and  the  writer  were  called ;  found  wound  four  incl 
penetrating  costals,  pleura,  and  lung.  A  cough  would  send 
of  blood  from  four  to  five  feet  I  cleansed  the  wound.  Dr. 
six  stitches  against  my  protest,  thus  leaving  a  cavity  for  c 
hemorrhage.  To  obviate  this,  a  siphon  was  introduced  and 
pint  of  blood  allowed  to  escape  in  six  days.  Piilse  small,  te: 
piration  40,  temperature  for  two  days  104°.  Sixth  day,  ten 
below  normal ;  general  anaemia,  mind  wandering,  impending 
and  death.  His  wife  came  running  to  me,  saying,  come  i 
charge  of  the  case.  People  say,  unless  a  change  speedily  tal 
he  will  be  a  corpse  in  twenty-four  hours. 

I  called  Dr.  J.  C. ,  and  said,  cut  out  those  stitches,  and 
wound  with  sublimated  gauze;  one  more  loss  of  blood  m 
grave.     Removed  the  packing  each  day  for  three  days.     Hei 
under  control.     Cleansed  wound  with  hydrogen  peroxide,  u 
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a  pint  each  time.  Treated  the  wound  with  Lloyd's  asepsin  and  iodo- 
form alternately ;  using  absorbent  cotton  and  adhesive  plaster,  thus 
hermetically  sealing  the  wound,  to  keep  the  air  from  passing  in  dur- 
ing inspiration  wi}h  a  hissing  sound,  and  on  expiration  with  a  crowing 
sound.  Septicaemia  was  marked  on  the  tenth  day.  Discharges  sero- 
purulent  and  intolerably  offensive,  except  when  disinfectants  were 
burned  in  the  room.  Treatment,  calcium  sulphide,  nuclein,  with 
tonics  and  generous  diet 

Patient  rallied  on  the  fourteenth  day.  Mind  rational,  pulse  and 
temperature  much  improved.  Treatment  continued  daily  for  four 
weeks.  Lung  casing  up,  external  uniting  at  top  and  bottom.  In  eight 
weeks  he  left  his  bed,  and  in  three  months  went  on  a  visit  to  friends 
in  Columbus.  O.  There  was  no  one  in  the  town  who  regarded  him  as 
having  a  possible  chance  of  recovery.  The  result  was  achieved  only 
by  constant  vigilance  by  day  and  night  We  notice :  1.  The  patient 
was  exsanguined.  2.  Septicaemia.  3.  Physical  and  mental  collapse. 
4  Recovery  unusual. 


Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

CONDUCTED  BY  W.  B.  8CUDDER,  M.  D. 


THE    PHYSIOLOGY    OF    THE    NOSE. 

In  no  organ  of  the  body  do  diseases,  conditions  and  general  con- 
siderations depend  so  much  upon  a  practical  idea  of  the  physiology  as 
is  the  case  of  the  nose,  the  seat  of  the  sense  of  smell.  It  is  also  true 
that  these  facts  regarding  the  physiology  of  the  nose  are  not  taken 
sufficiently  into  consideration  in  determining  the  final  results  to  be 
reached  after  treatment.  Physiology  is  too  frequently  thought  to  be 
a  part  only  of  our  early  student  days ;  to  learn  so  much  physiology 
just  as  it  is  necessary  to  learn  the  required  amount  of  anatomy,  then 
discontinue  both. 

The  nose  has  three  functions,  olfaction  or  the  sense  of  smell,  a  re- 
spiratory function,  and  lastly  a  vocal  function,  that  is,  a  resonance 
cavity  or  sounding  board  for  the  voice. 

The  Sense  of  Smell. — From  time  to  time  there  have  been  various 
theoretical  explanations  of  the  sense  of  smell,  some  comical,  others 
reasonable,  and  from  all  of  these  we  may  deduct  a  practical  idea  on 
this  question.  There  is  little  doubt  but  that  odorous  bodies  cast  off 
odorous  particles ;  these  diffusing  in  the  air  are  taken  into  the  nose 
during  inspiration,  and,  by  their  presence  in  the  superior  part  of  the 
nose,  or  by  catching  in  the  secretion  in  this  region,  produce  some  irri- 
tation or  sensation  to  the  rod-shaped  cells  of  the  olfactory  nerve,  which 
sensation,  when  conveyed  to  the  brain,  signifies  a  certain  odor. 

To  attempt  to  theorize,  as  many  have  done,  as  to  what  the  sense  of 
smell  actually  is,  or  sight,  or  hearing,  is  the  same  as  trying  to  tell 


272 


PHYSIOLOGY   OP   THE    NOSE. 


■ 


. 


what  life  is.  We  know  many  physical  conditions  and  man 
governing  the  sense  of  smell,  just  as  we  do  of  heat,  light  ai 
tricity,  but  to  say  just  what  any  one  of  these  actually  is,  is  imp 
To  get  the  complete  use  of  this  sense,  the  nerve  itself  must  be  h 
the  mucous  membrane,  also  the  normal  secretion ;  also  the  < 
must  be  sufficiently  free  to  admit  the  air  containing  the  odoro 
tides. 

It  is  to  day  a  well  known  fact  that  the  senses  of  smell  and  ta 
to  an  extent  associated,  the  taste  being  dependent  upon  the  s 
smell  rather  than  vice  versa  ;  that  is,  the  sense  of  taste  is  cap 
appreciating  the  grosser  sensations,  such  as  sweet,  sour,  bittc 
but  the  finer  sensations,  such  as  come  under  the  head  of  flav 
entirely  dependent  upon  the  nose. 

Phonation. — The  nose  is  the  resonance  cavity  or  sounding  h 
the  voice.  It  is  here  that  the  voice  gathers  its  quality  and  v 
This  also  depends  greatly  upon  the  function  of  the  soft  palate 
ulating  the  air  space,  but  should  there  be  much  thickening 
mucous  membrane  in  the  pharyngeal  region,  hypertrophic  r 
spurs,  polypi,  or  any  obstructive  nasal  lesion,  such  as  these, 
the  immediate  loss  of  the  quality,  so  that,  even  though  the  sin 
great  range  of  tone  and  educated  control  over  the  larynx,  ti 
can  not  command  attention. 

The  Respiratory  Function. — There  is  little  doubt  but  that  tl 
of  smell  is  the  least  valuable  of  the  five  special  senses  ;  perse 
lose  this  sense  and  complain  very  little.  It  is  customary  in  tl 
of  the  nose  to  first  think  of  the  sense  of  smell,  but  on  consider 
will  be  found  that  the  most  important  nasal  function,  more  eve 
the  sense  of  smell,  is  the  respiratory  function. 

Warming  the  inspired  air  is  an  important  part  of  the  resp 
function.  One  of  the  most  remarkable  features  of  the  nasal  f 
the  tortuosity  of  the  cavities,  the  presence  of  these  three  tu 
bodies  containing  enormous  amounts  of  blood.  These,  togeth 
the  septum,  all  highly  vascular,  and  so  completely  under  vase 
control,  warm  the  air  as  it  passes  over  so  much  surface.  Th 
provision  of  nature  makes  it  possible  for  one  to  be  employed 
atmosphere  and  suffer  no  damage  even  from  extremes.  He  i 
during  the  same  day  in  excessive  cold  or  in  an  overheated  regi 
air  being  dry  or  damp.  Thus  we  see  artisans  employed  in  exce 
cold  places,  in  cold  storage  warehouses,  in  cellars,  etc  ;  the  o] 
is  seen  in  manufacturing  drying  rooms  and  in  boiler  houses,  a 
nasal  [region,  through  which  the  air  first  passes  before  reachm, 
vital  regions,  the  larynx  and  lungs,  changes  its  circulation  and 
itself  to  the  case. 

Were  this  not  the  case,  and  if  the  nose  were  not  able  to  greath 
the  inspired  air,  it  would  be  impossible  to  endure  intense  dry  c 

Moistening  the  inspired  air  is  the  second  part  of  the  resp 
function,  and  quite  as  important  as  the  warming  process. 
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''Every  breath  of  air  that  passes  through  the  nasal  chambers  and 
reaches  the  passages  below,  must  become  surcharged  with  moisture, 
otherwise  it  would  rapidly  injure  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  air 
passages  beyond  by  robbing  them  of  their  moisture,  and  so  rendering 
their  mucus  thick  and  inspissated. 

"In  the  nasal  mucous  membrane,  however,  we  find  an  apparatus 
capable  of  furnishing  this  water,  and  this  is  the  so-called  erectile  tis- 
sue of  the  turbinated  bodies.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  and  essential 
for  the  integrity  of  the  lower  air  passages,  that  the  air  which  reaches 
them  should  be  so  far  charged  with  moisture  that  they  should  not  be 
robbed  of  any  of  their  secretion.  Especially  is  this  true  in  a  variable 
climate  like  ours,  in  which  so  great  changes  occur,  characterized  by 
excessive  humidity  or  absolute  dryness  of  the  atmosphere.  The  great 
function,  then,  of  the  nasal  chambers  is  to  so  prepare  the  ingoing  cur- 
sent  of  air  tfiat  it  shall  exercise  no  injurious  influence  on  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  passages  below.  * '     (Bosworth. ) 

The  third  and  least  important  division  of  the  respiratory  function 
is  the  removal  of  all  dust  and  foreign  bodies  contained  in  the  inspired 
air  for  the  protection  of  the  deeper  and  more  vital  air  passages.  Larger 
particles  are  excluded  by  the  vibrissa  or  stiff  hairs  noticed  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  nostrils.  Small  particles,  however,  enter  the  nose  and 
catch  in  the  normal  nasal  secretions.  Here  they  produce  sufficient 
irritation  to  cause  a  desire  to  blow  the  nose,  or  irritate  the  mucous  and 
serous  glands  so  that  an  excessive  secretion  is  formed  in  the  attempt 
to  wash  away  the  particles. 


Foreign  Bodies  in  the  Ear. 

The  following  remarks  by  Dr.  C.  H.  Burnett,  are  intended  for 
the  guidance  of  the  general  practitioner :  In  regard  to  foreign  bodies 
in  the  ear,  the  first  and  important  injunction  is  to  be  sure  that  there 
is  a  foreign  body  in  the  ear  before  endeavors  are  made  to  extract  it. 
Much  damage  has  been  done  to  the  ear  by  groping  after  a  foreign 
substance  said  to  be  in  the  ear  which  was  not  there,  and  never  had 
been  there.  In  no  case  should  any  one  not  a  specialist  use  any  form 
of  surgical  instrument  to  extract  a  foreign  body  from  the  ear.  If  a 
living  insect  has  entered  the  ear,  a  few  drops  of  sweet  oil  will  smother 
it,  and  it  may  then  be  syringed  out  with  warm  water.  If  an  inanimate 
substance  has  been  placed  in  the  ear,  as  is  often  done  in  play  by  chil- 
ren,  syringing  with  warm  water  will  generally  remove  it  if  the  ear  has 
not  been  previously  scratched  by  probes  or  forceps.  If  the  latter  has 
been  done,  the  child  should  be  etherized,  and  the  foreign  body  re- 
moved by  an  expert  There  is  no  hurry  demanded  in  such  cases. 
The  foreign  substance  had  better  be  left  in  the  ear  indefinitely  than  to 
apply  rough  measures  for  its  removal.  What  a  child  can  slip  into 
the  ear  in  play  can  be  easily  removed  if  the  physician  first  called 
knows  how  to  do  it     Unless  he  knows  what  to  do,  and  what  not  to  do, 
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he  had  better  do  nothing.  It  will  be  better  to  send  the  patient  t 
nearest  aurist  than  to  do  the  wrong  thing  for  relief.  Death  ha 
curred  by  unskillful  endeavors  to  remove  a  foreign  body  from  th 
of  a  child.  Xot  the  foreign  bodies  in  the  ear,  but  the  improper  1 
merit,  is  the  cause  of  death  in  such  cases.  The  instillation  of  oi1 
the  ear  for  the  removal  of  foreign  matter  from  it  is  futile.  If,  as  s 
times  happens  in  tropical  countries,  the  larvae  of  flies  are  prese 
the  ear,  a  drop  or  two  of  chloroform  or  ether  should  be  put  into  i 


Alcmxol  in  Purulent  Otitis  Media. — A  solution  of  alumnol,  t 
twenty  grains  to  the  ounce,  has  been  highly  recommended  (iV 
Medical  Record)  as  an  astringent  application  in  purulent  otitis  m 
to  be  used  after  thorough  cleansing.  Alumnol  in  the  form  of  thi 
powder  has  also  been  highly  recommended  in  chronic  otitis  n 
purulenta,  applied  to  the  middle  ear  by  means  of  a  powder  b] 
after  all  discharges  have  been  removed  by  careful  cleansing  an< 
parts  thoroughly  dried  with  cotton. 


Corneal  Ulcers. — Formalin  solution,  1  to  200  to  1  to  500,  for  U 
ing  the  ulcer  once  daily.  As  a  general  collyrium,  1  to  1,000  tc 
2, 000.  —Medical  Record. 


Acute  Otitis. — For  the  earache  of  this  affection,  apply  dry 
At  no  time  should  the  canal  be  mopped,  swabbed  or  syringed. — . 
ical  Record. 


PERISCOPE. 

Recent  Progress  In  the  Treatment  of  Whooping  Cough. 

Of  all  the  minor  ailments  to  which  children  are  prone,  none 
distressing  to  experience  or  so  painful  to  witness  as  whooping-co 
Every  contribution  to  its  therapy,  therefore,  which  is  based  on  coi 
erable  experience,  is  liable  to  be  favorably  entertained  and  giv< 
trial.  Yet,  year  after  year,  and  experiment  after  experiment,  we 
ourselves  as  impotent  therapeutically,  in  the  presence  of  the  dis 
either  to  stay  its  progress  or  cut  short  its  course,  as  we  were  a  de 
or  generation  ago.  Not  long  since,  it  was  believed  and  stated 
great  many  writers  that  we  had  found  in  bromoform  the  medical 
which  would  rob  pertussis  of  its  harassing  features  and  prevenl 
occurrence  of  disease  to  which  it  predisposes.  If  we  may  judge  : 
a  retrospect  of  the  literature  the  promise  of  its  efficaciousness  has 
been  fulfilled,  and  we  are  as  far  to  day  from  a  specific  in  whooj 
cough  as  we  ever  were. 

The  results  claimed  by  some  writers  for  certain  [drugs  in  the  t 
ment  of  this  disease  are  quite  remarkable.     For  instance,  Fisher/ 
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ploying  a  method  originally  suggested  by  Binz  (Berliner  klin.  Wo- 
chetm*hei\  Xa  39,  1895),  has  had  astonishingly  good  results  from  the 
administration  of  quinine,  results  which  he  believes  are  not  to  be  ob- 
tained by  any  other  plan  of  therapy.  In  27  cases  in  which  it  was 
tried,  in  all  except  three  its  beneficent  results,  reduction  in  number 
of  paroxysms,  diminution  in  intensity  of  the  spasm  and  the  like,  were 
were  to  be  seen  after  the  third  or  fourth  day. 

In  one  case  in  which  the  pertussis  was  complicated  with  broncho- 
pneumonia, administration  of  quinine  was  soon  followed  by  a  diminu- 
tion in  number  of  the  attacks  from  30  to  10  a  day,  the  intensity  of  the 
attacks  greatly  modified  and  the  course  of  the  disease  greatly  abbre- 
viated. In  doses  of  one  and  one-half  grains  for  a  child  a  year  old  and 
proportionately  for  children  older  and  younger,  the  writer  thinks  we 
have  in  quinine  the  most  valuable  medicament,  and  one  which  can 
be  relied  upon  to  influence  the  disease  beneficently. 

Evidence  which  seems  to  corroborate  the  claims  made  for  quinine 
has  been  furnished  by  Clemens,  who  has  made  extensive  use  of  it 
during  several  epidemics  of  pertussis.  Whenever  it  can  not  be  ad- 
ministered by  the  stomach  on  account  of  irritability  of  the  latter,  or 
from  constant  vomiting  attendant  on  the  paroxysms  of  coughing,  he 
administers  it,  and  with  equally  satisfactory  results,  per  rectum. 

The  virtues  of  belladonna  to  mitigate  the  severity  of  pertussis  are 
widely  known.  Eschle  (Therapii  der  Gegenwart,  No.  8,  1895)  rec- 
ommends that  it  be  combined  with  antipyrin,  and  that  twice  as  much 
of  the  latter  be  given  as  the  former.  It  is  a  fact  verified  by  universal 
experience  that  children  are  proportionately  tolerant  to  belladonna  as 
they  are  antipathous  to  opium,  so  that,  therefore,  moderately  large 
doses  of  antipyrin  are  given.  The  writer  believes  that  after  seven 
years'  experience  with  infusion  of  belladonna  leaves  and  antipyrin,  he 
is  justified  in  saying  that  this  form  of  therapy  is  the  most  reliable 
means  at  our  disposal. 

The  statement  of  Celli,  that  vaccination  often  cuts  short  an  attack 
of  pertussis,  is  undoubtedly  true  in  many  instances,  but  the  sugges- 
tion that  it  should  be  employed  therapeutically  has  never  been  re- 
ceived with  much  favor  in  this  country.  Bolognini  has  put  it  to  a 
test,  however  (Jour,  de  Chir.  et  de  Therap.,  1895),  and  considers 
that  it  is  worthy  of  trial  in  children  that  have  not  been  vaccinated. 
Unless  other  claims  for  its  recommendation  are  forthcoming,  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  it  will  never  get  far  beyond  the  confines  of  him  who  rec- 
ommends it. 

The  number  of  medicaments,  devices,  and  therapeutic  make-shifts 
proposed  for  any  disease  is  proportionate  to  the  unresponsiveness  of  it 
to  therapy  ;  so  that  in  incurable  disease  their  name  is  legion.  In  al- 
most every  case  some  form  of  air-cure,  or  water-cure,  or  walking-in- 
the-grass-with-bare-feet-cure  plays  a  conspicuous  pari  Whooping- 
cough  is  no  exception  to  the  rule.  Ulmann  is  the  latest  advocate  to 
the  fresh  air  cure  (Munch.  Med.  Wochenschr.,  1SW>).  His  experience 
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WOUld   seem   to  warrant   a  trial  of  this  method  d   treatn.. 
enu^h.  bui  in  private  practice  it  would  be  impossible  to  earn 
in  this  country-    BHitoriai,  Prdiatrirs. 

[This  aeenis  like  an  apology   for  the  uncertainty  <*f  the™ 
It  must  be  self  evident  to  all  students  that  ju-t  gQ  loQgU  its  I 
biped  on  such  empirical  grounds  as  outlined  in  the  above,   it 
always  so.     There  is,  and  there  can  lie  no  s]wrihc  for  a  di 
tussis,  like  other  I  varies  in  its  features.  owing  to  envirt 

temperament  and  the  complications  which  ensue.  It  must  be 
to  all  that  no  stereotyped  treatment  can  be  followed  in  the  tr< 
of  any  disease.  The  writer  is  evidently  unaware  of  the  Iwmi 
simplicity  of  "Specific  Medication,"  and  the  puzzles  in  then 
which  it  solves.-    u\  x,    \i,  | 


New  Method  of  Treating  Pterygium. 

Anton  Co**  i  Washington)  has  found  that  by  destroying  t 
of  the  pterygium,  the  growth  undergoes  rapid  atrophy.  He 
{AnnaU  0/  Ophthalmology)  two  cases,  one  of  thick  and  one 
pterygium,  in  which,  under  cocaine,  the  apex  of  the  gruv 
touched  with  a  platinum  prolje  heated  to  redness.  After  this 
zation,  the  vessels  supplying  the  growths  disappeared  withii 
days.  The  vessels  Ibfisuetrei  irate  not  touched  in  either  t 
action  of  the  cautery  l>eing  confined  to  the  apex  of  the  grow1 
thinks  this  an  ideal  operation  for  pterygium.      Am*   3ftd,  lOU 

lu  conjunction  with  the  above,  our  attention  has  also  l>een  a 
to  a  paper  »u  the  July  Annalt  qf  QphtKatmtrtogy,  by  Art 
Hohhs,  M.  D*,  on  the  use  of  the  ga I vano  cautery  in  pterygiun 
tions.  The  author  states  he  has  used  the  cautery  Jl  timt 
proper,  and  twelve  times  in  pm<|ueeula.  Heals<»  Btgtoe  that  hi 
Hon  was  called  to  this  method  by  the  results  obtained  by  the 
in  indolent  ulcers  of  the  cornea.  After  calling  attention  to  the 
to  be  attained  in  operations,  and  the  cause  of  failure,  he  datGf 
method  as  follows : 

A  fine- pointed  cautery  blade,  heated  with  a  reliable  batter 
plied  horizontally  to  the  narrowest  portion  of  the  growth,  v 
near  the  sclera- cornea  I  line;  the  application  is  made  just  befo 
In  at  is  reached,  and  should  be  rjuickly  applied,  and  re  applu 
tissues  are  not  at  first  completely  severed.  If  the  growth  is 
herent,  it  can  \m  raised  from  the  sclera  with  Eotttepa  If  the 
head  l>e  large,  it  is  advisable  to  make  cautery  applications  to 
same  manner  as  in  applying  it  to  corneal  ulcers.  (  Waine  can 
as  in  other  operations  upon  the  eye. 

The  advantages  claimed  are,  rapidity  of  execution*  no  bleet 
ecchymosis,  rapid  healing,  little  pain  during  or  after  perform; 
bandages,  and  small  amount  of  corneal  haziness  ftrou&d  the 
[Muuily.] 
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Malpractice  suits  may  be  brought  against  any  doctor  with  or 
without  cause.  -  The  results  are  always  damaging  whether  lost  or  won. 
Doctors  should  know  the  best  methods  of  defense.  When  suit  has 
been  brought  the  defendant  doctor  should  employ  counsel.  He  -should 
exercise  great  care  in  this  matter,  because  the  average  lawyer  does  not 
know  much  about  the  science  of  medicine.  The  doctor  will  have  to 
teach  him.  He  should,  therefore,  be  eminently  a  student  and  a  teach- 
able man.  Lawyers  do  not  have  their  knowledge  at  their  tongue's 
end,  or,  as  with  the  doctors,  at  their  finger's  end,  ready  for  instant 
use,  Their  knowledge  is  labeled  and  indexed,  and  referred  to  as 
needed.  Hence,  a  defendant  doctor  must  look  up  everything  that  can 
have  a  bearing  on  his  case,  whether  favorable  or  otherwise,  and  index 
it  He  must  teach  it  to  his  lawyer.  Defendant  must  recollect  all 
that  happened  to  the  plaintiff,  and  must  know  what  he  will  say  on  the 
witness  stand,  and  what  all  his  witnesses  will  say.  Judicious  detect- 
ive work  is  valuable  for  this  purpose. 

Defendant  should  make  a  complete  written  statement  of  all  the 
facts  for' the  use  of  his  lawyer.  He  should  be  careful  not  to  color  these 
statements  with  his  own  personal  equation.  He  should  try  his  case 
in  court,  on  paper,  by  writing  out  all  the  evidence  for  plaintiff,  like- 
wise that  for  defendant,  carefully  cross-questioning  each  witness.  He 
should,  with  the  help  of  his  attorney,  anticipate  the  objections  of  the 
plaintiff's  lawyer,  and  the  court's  probable  ruling  thereon.  He  should 
argue  his  case  before  the  jury  as  he  conceives  his  attorney  should,  and 
as  the  plaintiffs  lawyer  will  da 

Finally,  prepare  two  sets  of  charges  to  the  jury,  one  from  the  plain- 
tiff's standpoint,  and  the  other  from  his  own.  The  trial  will  not  be 
conducted  in  all  respects  in  this  cut  and  dried  method,  but  this  paper 
trial  will  form  a  basis  for  the  campaign.  All  battles  should  have  a 
plan.  Books  can  not  be  read  in  court  and  offered  as  evidence  direct. 
But  books  can  be  used  very  effectively  by  asking  a  professional  wit- 
ness what  a  certain  book  says,  having  a  bearing  on  the  case.  If  the 
witness  blunders,  correct  him  by  reading  from  the  book. 

Defendant  should  carefully  formulate  all  hypothetical  questions 
both  for  himself  and  plaintiff,  as  nearly  as  he  can  conjecture  what 
plaintiff  will 

Prosecution  of  these  suits  are  generally  after  a  well  known  plan  and 
may  be  anticipated.  Defendant  may  and  should  make  his  defense  as 
novel  as  possible,  for  the  purpose  of  springing  the  unexpected  on  the 
plaintiff.  Great  care  should  be  taken  in  the  selection  of  jurors.  Men 
with  grudges  against  the  profession  should  be  rejected.  Men  from 
the  country  should  be  selected  with  care.  The  merchant  and  the  me- 
chanic in  the  city  is  less  likely  to  have  a  prejudice  against  doctors. 
As  many  really  educated  and  all  around  men  as  possible  should  be 

Abstract  of  a  paper  read  before  the  Weld  Co.,  N.  C.  Med.  Society,  by  G.  Law,  M.  D. 
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selected.      Keep  accurate  notes  of  the  trial     If  the  jury  fail-  bo 
and  a  mistrial  ensues,  lie  sure  to  get  a  transcript  of  the  forma 
froui  the  court  stenographer  with  which  to  confront  witnesses* 
fully  select  real  medieal  experts,  and  treat  them  as  if  you  valued 
servicm 

Finally,  doctors  should  keep  accurate  notes  of  all  important 
Treat  your  cases  diligently.     Try  no  experiments  without  the  si 
-i nisei*     Law  is  conservative,  modem  surgery  and  medieiut 
gressive.     The  courts  will   hesitate  to  sustain  the  surgeon   in 
things,  if  the  patient  claims  he  thereby  sustained  damage. 

All  pJaadiogs  must  strictly  apply  to  the  rase  in  hand.  Repu 
can  not  plead  in  court — only  what  (Hd  thv  defendant  do\ 
Make  no  special  l>argams*  Never  promise  to  cure.  It  will  not 
plead  you  could  not  ofaqp  the  summons  of  a  patient  beo&OM  "f 
business*  unless  you  can  show  that  the  other  business  was  prior. 
legal  sense  of  *  *ord  in  a  ry*"  does  not  mean  * 'average. "  It  does 
the  possession  of  acquirements  that  fit  you  to  lie  a  safe  prnctitioi 
CtfartotU  Mt<t.  Jq 


Epithelial  Sowing* 

F,  Von  Mangoklt,  of  Dresden,  I  Lit  fisiMlAM  JM7, )  has  couc 
a  method  of  dda*grafting  to  which  he  has  give  n  the  name  of  'V 
lial  sowing/*  which,  lor  ease  of  execution  and  certain  other  mh 
ges,  merits  careful  consideration. 

The  epithelial  elements  are  obtained  by  simply  scraping  a  ht 
cutaneous  surface.  For  this  purpose  he  prefers  the  exfa  rnal  or 
nal  surface  of  the  arm.  The  chosen  spot  is  carefully  shaved  anc 
infected  and  then,  with  a  sharp,  sterilized  razor,  held  peqrendiei 
to  the  skin,  the  epidermis  is  scraped  away  until  ike  papillary  la 
reached*  In  this  way  a  magma  is  obtained,  composed  of  epit 
cells  and  extravasated  blood,  which  is  spread  upon  the  surface 
treated  and  thoroughly  pressed  in  with  a  spatula.  This  sowi 
very  simple  in  case  of  a  fresh  wound,  provided  the  blood  has  c 
oozing  ;  but  in  case  of  an  old  or  infected  wound  it  is  neoee 
move  the  granulations  and  thoroughly  disinfect  it 

In  order  to  make  sure  that  the  epithelial  elements  adhere  eIo& 
the  wound,  it  is  advised  to  scarify  it  with  a  small  and  very  sharj 
tourv  before  spreading  the  scrapings  upon  it  The  spot  from  1 
the  epithelium  has  been  borrowed  is  dusted  with  dermatol  cc 
with  sterilized  gauze,  and  Imndaged, 

The  grafted  area  is  covered  with  strips  of  protective,  over  whit 
aseptic  dressing  is  placed*  The  region  from  which  the  epidenn 
been  removed  resumes  its  normal  appearance  in  a  few  d 
transplanted  area,  during  the  days  immediately  following  the  t 
Hon,  looks  as  if  covered  with  a  pseudo* membrane;  it  loses  its  ] 
tive  brick-red  color  and  becomes  yellowish  gray,  a  change  dne  l 
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agulation  of  the  fibrin.  At  the  fifth  to  the  seventh  day  the  fibrin  be- 
gins to  disappear,  and  the  color  changes  to  bluish  rose,  the  first  sign 
of  the  proliferation  of  the  epidermic  elements.  Toward  the  middle  or 
the  end  of  the  third  week  the  surface  is  completely  covered  with  epi- 
thelium. 

After  the  fifth  day  the  dressing  is  changed  every  two  days,  and  the 
wound  gently  irrigated  with  a  sterile,  warm,  normal,  salt  solution. 
After  the  tenth  day  boric  acid  is  dusted  on.  The  new  epithelial  layer 
is  at  first  thin  and  glossy,  later  it  thickens  and  begins  to  desquamate. 
This  desquamation,  probably  due  to  the  absence  of  the  glands  nor- 
mally present  in  the  skin,  should  be  combalted  with  ointments  of  fat 
or  oil 

Not  the  least  of  the  advantages  of  this  method  is  the  fact  that  no 
pockets  of  necrotic  tissue  are  closed  in  by  the  new  skin,  as  sometimes 
happens  in  grafting  by  the  Thiersch  method. — American  Medico- 
Surgical  Bulletin. 


Oastrk  Acidity  and  Acidity  of  the  Urine. 

Researches  made  by  Albert  Mathieu  and  Ch.  Treheux  (Arch,  tie 
Med.)  upon  the  connection  between  gastric  acidity  and  urinary  acid- 
ity in  the  course  of  normal  digestion  and  that  of  dyspeptics  lead  them 
to  the  following  conclusion : 

1.  There  is  a  connection  between  the  acidity  of  the  gastric  juice  and 
the  acidity  of  the  urine. 

2.  The  more  acid  there  is  produced  in  the  stomach,  whether  by  se- 
cretion or  by  alimentary  fermentation,  especially  gastric  fermentation, 
the  greater  the  proportion  and  quantities  of  acid  eliminated  by  the 
urine  during  the  period  of  digestion. 

3.  In  the  normal  state  the  acidity  of  the  urine  is  notably  lowered 
during  the  three  to  five  hours  following  the  ingestion  of  food.  After 
that,  it  rises.  The  lowering  of  the  acidity  may  be  preceded  by  a 
slight  increase  during  the  first  hour,  as  if  a  certain  quantity  of  acid 
were  immediately  hurried  away  by  the  wave  of  ingested  liquid  and 
rapidly  eliminated. 

4  In  most  cases  there  is  an  almost  absolute  parallelism  between  the 
curves  representing  the  relative  acidity  and  the  absolute  quantity  of 
acid  excreted  This  parallelism  is,  however,  destroyed  when  there  is 
a  certain  degree  of  polyuria  following  a  meal  The  curve  of  relative 
acidity  then  rises  while  that  of  absolute  acidity  is  lowered. 

5.  When  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  acid  of  secretion  is  removed 
from  the  stomach,  either  by  vomiting  or  by  lavage,  there  is  produced 
a  marked  lowering  of  the  acidity  of  the  urine,  which  may,  under  these 
conditions,  even  become  alkaline. 

6L  The  mean  quantity  of  acid  eliminated  per  hour  is  higher  in  hyper 
chlorhydrics  than  in  Aypochlorhydrica 

7.  The  ingestion  of  milk  causes  a  notable  increase  in  the  quantity 
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of  acid  excreted  in  the  urine.  This  is  doubtless  due  to  the 
milk  rapidly  produces  a  large  quantity  of  lactic  acid  in  th 
and  that  this  acid  is  swept  to  the  kidneys  by  the  increase 
produced  by  the  ingestion  of  liquid. 

8.  Milk  should  be  excluded  from  the  test  meals  used  in 
upon  this  subject.     The  meals  should  be  the  same  for  all  p 

9.  The  patients  under  observation  should  be  submitted 
men  for  a  sufficiently  long  time.  The  ingestion  of  beer,  foi 
in  the  evenings  will  notably  increase  the  acidity  of  the  uri 
the  following  day. — American  Medico-Surgical  Bulletin. 


Malignant  Lymphoma  and  Tuberculosis. 

From  the  study  of  several  cases  which  were  observed 
clinic,  Dr.  A.  Dietrich  (Beit.  z.  hi  in.  Chir.)  draws  the  folL 
elusions : 

1.  There  are  combinations  of  malignant  lymphoma  wit 
losis  of  the  glands  or  other  organs :  still  it  is  impossible 
etiological  connection  between  the  two. 

2.  There  are  frequent  cases  of  multiple  lymphomata  wht 
ential  diagnosis  between  malignant  and  tubercular  lymphc 
possible ;  furthermore,  there  is  a  form  of  tubercular  glai 
which  runs  its  course,  giving  the  picture  of  malignant  lympl 
out  softening  or  breaking  down. 

3.  Necrosis  and  softening  alone  do  not  point  positively  t 
losis ;  the  same  has  occurred  in  undoubted  cases  of  malig 
phoma.  The  cause  of  this  is  unknown,  unless  it  may  be  di 
ment  by  injections. 

4.  The  diagnosis  must  be  decided  by  an  exploratory  ex 
histological  examination. 

5.  The  presence  of  eosinophile  cells,  which  are  numerous 
nant  lymphoma,  may  be  of  diagnostic  value. 


/lechanical  Support  of  the  Lung  In  Phthisis. 

The  method  of  Stuart  Tidey  (Brit.  Med.  Jour.)  is  to 
anterior  end  of  the  strapping  over  the  lower  portion  of  th< 
and  direct  patient  to  breathe  out  while  he  draws  the  strapp 
the  lower  part  of  the  thorax  and  fixes  it  over  the  vertebral 
either  strips  of  strapping  or  a  suitably  sized  (14x5  in.)  pie 
mois  leather  spread  with  plaster.  The  appliance  should  b 
till  all  signs  of  disease  have  disappeared  and  healing  is  con 

The  patient  is  directed  to  take  a  moderate  amount  of  reg 
cise  and  to  practice  deep  breathing ;  this  exercise  and  deep 
tend  to  bring  into  play  all  portions  of  lung  not  habitually  a< 
the  strapping  directs  healthy  lung  to  encroach  on  the  diseas 

The  advantages  of  strapping  are  as  follows : 
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1.  In  early  phthisis  (catarrhal  stage),  to  give  comparative  rest  and 
relaxation  to  affected  lung  tissue. 

2.  In  the  stage  of  consolidation,  to  secure  the  same  results,  thereby 
limiting  the  risk  of  extension  and  to  promote  elimination  of  the  disease 
products  by  improving  the  circulation  in  and  about  the  diseased  area, 
and  to  facilitate  expectoration, 

3.  In  the  stage  of  cavitation,  to  promote  closing  of  cavities  by  di- 
recting healthy  lung  to  encroach  on  the  diseased  area  instead  of  rely- 
ing on  natural  processes  of  cicatrization. 

1  Diminished  tendency  to  hemorrhage  by  reduced  tension  on  ves- 
sels and  cicatricial  traction  on  vessel-walla 

5.  The  ultimate  object  is  to  obtain  a  smaller  thoracic  cavity  filled 
with  healthy  lung  instead  of  an  enlarged  thoracic  cavity  partly  filled 
with  diseased  lung. — Amer.  Med. -Surg.  Bui. 


Department  of  Public  Health. 

The  bill  for  a  department  of  public  health  was  introduced  into  the 
fifty-fourth  Congress  by  Senator  Gallinger.  It  provided  for  the  ap- 
pointment, by  the  President,  from  the  medical  profession,  of  a  secre- 
tary of  public  health,  with  an  annual  salary  of  $8,000,  and  of  an  assis- 
tant secretary  at  an  annual  salary  of  $5,000. 

Among  the  duties  of  the  secretary  of  public  health  would  be  to  ob- 
tain through  all  accessible  sources  weekly  reports  of  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  all  ports  and  other  places  in  the  United  States ;  to  tabulate 
statistics  of  marriage,  births  (noting  those  that  are  illegitimate),  still- 
births, with  cause  thereof  and  period  of  utero-gestation,  and  deaths 
from  all  diseases  and  from  violence,  accident,  suicide,  murder,  and 
data  concerning  the  fruit  of  consanguineous  marriages,  and  the  trans- 
missibility  of  insane,  alcoholic,  syphilitic,  nervous,  and  malignant 
types  of  constitution  to  offspring,  and  the  evils  of  race  miscegenation ; 
to  procure  information  relating  to  climatic  and  other  conditions  affect- 
ing health,  and  especially  in  reference  to  the  most  favorable  regions 
in  the  United  States  for  the  cure  or  relief  of  chronic  diseases,  especially 
consumption ;  to  procure  information  as  to  the  prevalence  and  ruinous 
effects  upon  the  body  and  mind  of  intemperance  and  prostitution ;  to 
endeavor  to  ascertain  the  extent,  the  origin,  and  classification  of  in- 
sanity in  the  several  States  and  Territories  of  the  country ;  to  investi- 
gate the  state  of  comfort  of  the  laboring  classes  in  respect  to  their 
lodgment,  their  trades,  occupations,  the  healthf  ulness  of  their  work- 
shops and  the  contents  of  the  atmosphere  they  habitually  breathe,  and 
the  prevalence  of  premature  degeneration  of  the  nervous  and  muscu- 
lar systems  by  the  exactions  of  piece  pork  employment,  and  to  obtain 
information  in  regard  to  the  soundness  of  their  food  and  purity  of 
water  supply ;  to  ascertain  the  ages  at  which  the  children  of  the  poor 
are  put  to  work,  and  its  hindrance  to  their  physical  development,  and 
their  lack  of  common-school  education ;  to  seek  information  of  the  hy- 
voi»  lvil — 18 
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giBllic  itehs  «>r  public  school  buildings,  respecting  their  ill 
ventilation,  and  presence  of  noxious  elements  in  the  dm 
air ;  to  seek  information  in  regard  to  the  pollution  of  sfcrean 
igable  waters  and  public  and  private  wells  ;  to  attempt  to  p 
most  extended  and  thorough  training  of  students,  in  order 
for  the  practice  of  medicine;  whenever  an  epidemic  disease 
ing  abroad,  or  in  any  country,  which  by  commercial  or  oth 
may  endanger  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
call  a  conference  of  the  surgeon-general  of  the  army,  DAT}  I 
hospital  services,  and  the  executive  officer  or  officers  of  t 
State  boards  of  health  throughout  the  country,  to  consider 
with  them  in  regard  to  the  liest  methods  to  pursue  to  protee 
try  against  the  invasion  of  any  such  epidemic  disease. 

The  secretary  of  public  health,  if  a  bill  similar  to  this  &] 
pass  Congress,  would  evidently  have  no  sinecure*     It 
appropriate  $50,000  to  defray  the  expenses  in  carrying  on 
visions  of  this  act.  —  Med.  Reeord^  March  27,  1897, 


Ununited  fracture. 

The  most  important  cases  of  ununited  fracture  are  U 
condition  of  the  fragments,  dislocation  of  the  fragments,  an 
position  of  the  soft  tissue*.  The  latter  has  recently  lieen  If 
as  a  more  frequent  local  cause  of  ununited  fracture  than  w 
supposed.  In  seven  of  the  twelve  cases  of  ununited  frac 
came  u  n<  h-r  the  observation  of  Brums  the  interposition  ol 
tissue  was  found  to  l>e  the  cause  of  non-union.  Oilier  foun 
to  be  the  result  in  seven  out  of  ten  cases  of  resection  for  uni 
ture  under  his  charge. 

In  the  seven  cases  of  Brims,  in  which  the  fracture  had  fail 
after  two  month's  duration,  four,  oi  n  showed  no  t 

lus  formation,  and  three  only  the  slightest  trace.     After 
the  interposed  muscular  fibers  in  these  seven  cases,  consc 
the  fragments  took  place  after  five  months. 

The  examination  of  seventy- eight  cases  of  ununited  frac 
muscle  interposition  led  to  the  following  conclusions :  F 
the  femur  and  humerus  show  disposition  to  be  com  plica 
interposition  of  muscular  libera  This  is  due  not  only  to 
of  these  bones,  but  also  to  the  fact  that  they  are  surrouni 
thickest  layers  of  muscle,  and  more  liable  to  dislocation  aft' 
Consolidation  of  fragments  can  not  take  place  as  long  as  e 
lar  fibers  remain  interposed.  In  ununited  fractures  due  fc 
tion  of  muscular  tissue*  Br  una  recommends  immediate  oper 
in  cases  of  recent  fractures,  when  the  restitution  of  the  fra 
other  means  has  failed,  It  is  at  times  difficult  to  know  whi 
a  muscle  is  interposed  between  the  fragments.  The  absei 
tius  is  the  surest  diagnostic  sign,— W,  L.  Meyer,  Beitr,  kl 
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Chelidonium  In  Cancer. 

Medicine  is  so  powerless  in  cancerous  tumor  that  we  ought  to 
welcome  every  new  therapeutical  measure  presented  by  a  man  worthy 
of  confidence  and  supported  by  proofs.  Dr.  Denessenk  employs  che- 
lidonium internally  in  doses  varying  from  one  and  one-half  grams  to 
five  grams  daily  in  aqueous  solution.  At  the  same  time  he  makes  in- 
jections into  the  tumor  near  the  border  of  the  healthy  tissue  with  a 
syringe  filled  with  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  extract  of  chelidonium, 
of  distilled  water,  and  of  glycerina  He  makes  this  injection  at  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  tumor.  It  is  preferable  to  make  a  fresh  solution 
daily  or  to  add  one  gram  of  chloroform  to  two  hundred  grams  of  the 
solution.  If  the  neoplasm  is  ulcerated,  he  paints  on  a  solution  con- 
taining from  one  to  two  parts  of  chelidonium  to  one  part  of  glycerina 
The  injections  provoke  a  sharp  cutting  pain,  general  weakness,  a  chill 
and  fever.  All  these  symptoms  disappear  on  the  following  day.  After 
a  few  days  of  treatment,  the  tumor  becomes  soft  and  seems  to  dimin- 
ish in  size.  Some  days  later,  fistulous  passages  form  about  the  points 
where  the  needle  of  the  syringe  has  passed,  around  which  the  tumor 
disappears.  From  sixteen  to  twenty-five  days  later  the  diseased  parts 
separate  from  the  healthy  tissues,  which  seem  to  retract  The  tumor 
diminishes  in  size,  and  sometimes  entirely  disappears,  together  with 
the  adenitis.—  L'Abeille  Medicate,  Nov.  7,  1896.  [Mundy.] 


Are   We    Going    Backward? 

Is  medical  progress  retrograding?  It  looks  that  way.  The  en- 
ergy and  enthusiasm  with  which  we  pursued  the  study  of  drugs  and 
their  action  a  few  years  ago  now  languishes.  Many  have  left  the 
highway  of  legitimate  therapeutics  and  gone  off  into  the  trackless 
wilderness  of  animal  therapy. 

Does  not  practical  progress  hinge  upon  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
drugs?  Can  the  finest  differential  diagnosis,  the  most  minute  knowl- 
edge of  pathology  cure  a  patient  without  some  help  from  drugs? 

Much  of  drug  pessimism  has  come  about  as  the  result  of  our  in- 
creasing knowledge  of  the  importance  of  hygiene  and  dietetics.  But 
this  is  a  mistake.  Important  as  these  two  branches  of  the  science  are, 
the  human  race  must  be  regenerated  before  the  majority  of  mankind 
will  comprehend  and  observe  sanitary  rules.  Besides,  many  occupa- 
tions necessarily  deny  men  the  privilige  of  caring  for  their  health  in- 
telligently. If  a  teamster  was  compelled  to  haul  a  heavy  load  along  a 
miry  road  and  became  stalled,  would  you  stand  by  and  moralize  upon 
the  advantages  of  having  chosen  a  hard  road?  Not  at  all  You  would 
give  him  the  benefit  of  your  knowledge  of  the  principle  of  the  lever 
and  straitway  help  him  out  of  the  hole.  You  might  moralize  after- 
ward, but  if  through  ignorance  or  carelessness,  he  became  involved  in 
a  similar  difficulty,  you  would  help  him  again. 
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And  this  is  just  what  drugs  are  for.  To  raise  the  sinking  < 
tion  from  the  mire  of  disease,  to  give  the  slowing  pendulum  < 
little  push,  to  spur  the  natural  recuperative  forces  on  to  vict 
you  have  been  overwhelmed  by  drug  skepticism,  get  some  o 
preparation  from  the  laboratory  of  a  reliable  manufacturing 
and  make  an  exhaustive  study  of  its  action.  If  the  drug  is  ] 
the  cases  intelligently  selected,  you  will  get  results  which  ar 
marvelous.  Do  not  pin  yourself  down  too  closely  to  text-be 
cations.  Having  mastered  its  physiological  action,  use  y< 
powers  of  reasoning  and  observation  to  give  you  the  propei 
tiona  The  text-books  say  nothing  about  the  power  of  qu 
abort  croup  and  asthma,  but  the  writer  has  never  had  it  fail, 
do  they  remark  that  jaborandi  will  cure  whooping-cough,  b 
relieved  a  certain  number  of  cases  to  our  satisfaction. 

Do  not  permit  yourself  to  be  too  much  influenced  by  authori 
inexact  nature  of  medical  science  makes  it  necessary  that  ev 
sician  should  be  a  free  thinker  and  an  earnest  investigator, 
not  believe  and  then  see,  but  having  found  Truth,  shape  hi 
tions  according  to  her  teaching. — Medical  Brief. 


Free  Bodies  in  a  Joint. 

The  osteal  and  osteo-ehondreal  free- joint  bodies  originate 
ing  to  B.  's  opinion,  based  on  histological  studies  of  twenty-fo 
mens,  either  by  chipping  off  a  piece  of  the  joint  surface  or  by 
deformans.  All  other  attempts  at  explanation  are  hypotht 
the  teaching  of  osteochondritis  desiccans  (Konig),  which  is  nc 
by  pathological  anatomy.  Many  cases  answering  to  the  Kc 
ical  picture  proved  to  be  of  traumatic  origin :  Normal  live- jo 
lage  with  uneven  fracture-surface,  covered  with  fibrous  and 
tissue.  In  the  knee-joint  such  cartilage  bodies  are  most  fr 
torn  out  by  the  crucial  lig.,  frequently  by  comparatively  si 
lence,  and  often  without  severe  symptoms  on  the  part  of  tl 
Many  parents  did  not  go  to  bed  at  all  after  the  injury,  but 
their  vocation  (although  with  difficulty)  without  interruption. 

The  signs  of  a  foreign  body  appear  later,  after  months 
years.  This  is  to  be  explained  in  that  the  loose  fragments 
main  free  in  the  joint,  but  adhere  and  undergo  further  chang 
the  author  proves  by  experiments  on  animals.  If  besides  the 
a  layer  of  bone  is  broken  off,  the  latter  is  covered  regularly  i 
tilage  or  connective  tissue,  which  begins  to  form  a  point  of  i 
Later  the  fibrous  pedicle  may  be  stretched  and  torn  across, 
only  appear  signs  of  the  foreign  body.  It  is  interesting  that  tl 
cartilage  remains  alive,  while  the  bony  part  of  the  separal 
dies  off,  as  a  rule. 

Histologically  the  traumatic  foreign  body  can  be  easil 
guished  from  the  arthritic,  because  of  the  peculiar  structur 
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mal  joint  cartilage  which  is  found  in  the  first,  and  does  not  occur  in 
pathological  cartilage  formation. — Barth,  Marburg  Munch.  Med. 
Woefi. 

Thigh  Friction  in  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

In  a  paper  read  before  the  American  Pediatric  Society,  Montreal, 
1896,  Dr.  Charles  W.  Townsend  related  the  histories  of  five  little  pa- 
tients, all  females,  who  were  persistent  masturbators.  The  following 
is  an  example : 

Etta  D.,  twelve  months  old,  seen  at  the  Children's  Hospital.  At 
the  age  of  eight  months  the  infant  was  seen  crossing  her  right  thigh 
over  the  left,  closing  her  eyes  and  clinching  her  hands.  After  a  min- 
ute or  two  this  action  was  followed  by  complete  relaxation  and  sweat- 
ing. These  "attacks,"  as  the  mother  called  them,  occurred  about 
once  a  week  until  four  days  ago ;  since,  they  have  occurred  as  often 
as  every  half  hour  during  the  day. 

This  infant  was  left  in  the  waiting  room  until  an  "attack"  occurred. 
The  right  thigh  was  forcibly  flexed  over  the  left,  thus  pressing  on  the 
vulva,  and  held  there  rigidly,  with,  at  the  same  time,  slight  rotary 
movements.  The  infant  became  flushed.  The  act  ceased  abruptly 
after  a  minute  or  two,  and  the  child  lay  back  relaxed  and[perspiring- 
The  nature  of  the  act  was  unmistakable.  The  infant  was  well  nour. 
ished  and  developed,  and  like  the  other  cases,  on  careful  examination 
presented  no  other  morbid  conditions.  In  the  family  histories  there 
was  a  complete  unanimity  in  the  possession  of  neurotic  temperaments, 
although  no  insanity  was  discovered. 

The  treatment,  as  evidenced  by  the  discussion  which  followed  the 
paper,  emphasized  the  point  of  care  in  the  correction  of  local  and  gen- 
eral abnormal  conditions,  particularly  of  the  urine,  and  the  use  of  me- 
chanical restraint 


In  an  article  on  Anterior  Displacement  of  the  Hip  (congenital), 
{Pedriatics,  Sept.  15,  1896,)  DeForest  Willard,  M.  D.,  gives  the 
diagnostic  points  in  a  case  as  follows :  Two  inches  below  the  right 
anterior  superior  spinous  process,  and  in  a  line  with  it,  a  hard  promi- 
nence, which  rotates  in  unison  with  all  the  movements  of  the  femur. 
The  trochanter  major  more  prominent  than  normal,  broadening  the 
limb  at  this  point.  The  head  apparently  lies  upon  the  ilium  directly 
above  the  normal  position  of  the  acetabulum ;  it  does  not  slide  during 
locomotion.  Adduction  and  rotation  can  be  performed  to  nearly  the 
nsual  limits,  but  abduction  is  interfered  with  when  the  limit  reaches 
ten  degrees  outside  of  the  straight  line.  The  hgad  outlined  without 
much  difficulty,  and  it  does  not  lie  upon  the  ramuj  of  the  pubes,  nor 
in  the  thyroid  foramen  as  ordinarily  seen  in  anterior  traumatic  disloca- 
tions, but  is  directly  above  the  socket.  Bight  buttock  broadened 
and  slightly  flattened,  and  trochanter  more  prominent.     [Mundy.] 
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Albuminuric    Retinitis. 

Possaneb,  (Beitr.  z.  Augenheilk.)  after  studying  the  re 
67,000  patients  seen  in  Haab's  clinic  in  Zurich,  finds  that  a 
uric  retinitis  was  observed  in  only  131  cases  (1.9  per  cent) 
vary  greatly  as  regards  frequency  of  retinitis  in  kidney  dise 
percent  (Schweigger)  to  33  per  cent  (Galezowski).  Most 
agree  that,  as  a  rule,  death  occurs  within  two  years  at  least  i 
pearance  of  the  retinitis.  Possaner  has  seen  seventy-two  cases 
nine  in  private  and  thirty-three  in  hospital  practice.  Of  tl 
there  wore  fourteen  men,  all  of  whom  died  within  two  years 
nineteen  women,  thirteen  died  within  two  years,  two  after  i 
time,  and  four  were  s  ill  aliva  The  longest  period  of  life  < 
was  six  years.  Of  the  thirty-nine  private  patients  (twenty 
and  thirteen  women),  sixteen  men  and  seven  women  died  wii 
years.  In  those  still  living  the  retinitis  is  dated  from  a  min 
two  and  a  quarter  to  a  maximum  of  eleven  years.  The  be 
roundings  of  private  patients  give  them  advantages,  but  ei 
the  mortality  is  53  per  cent  in  the  first  two  years. 


Prostatic  Hypertrophy. 

In  a  paper  read  before  the  British  Medical  Association, 
cent  meeting,  Dr.  McEwen  stated  that  he  had  operated  in  fi 
three  by  double  orchectomy  and  two  by  resection  of  the  vas  < 
His  conclusions  were :  1.  In  many  cases  castration  causes 
less  atrophy  of  the  prostate.  2.  Atrophy  occurs  most  commoi 
the  prostate  is  soft  3.  It  is  of  most  value  when  the  enlarg 
general.  4.  Cystitis  may  be  relieved  or  cured.  5.  In  markex 
drainage  is  better.  6.  It  may  do  away  with  the  necessity  o 
of  the  catheter.  7.  Or  the  catheter  may  be  required  less  fre 
8.  Kesection  of  the  vas  deferens  acts  more  slowly,  but  the 
similar. — Brit  Medical  Journal. 


Kcmex  Crispus  in  Cough. — Dr.  J.  P.  R  Lambert  directs  i 
to  the  value  of  Eumex  in  laryngeal  cough,  The  cough  itself  i 
ing,  dry  and  spasmodic,  appearing  in  paroxysma  It  is  prov 
a  sensation  of  tickling  in  the  sternal  notch,  or  it  may  be  lowe 
middle  or  lower  portion  of  the  tube.  It  may  be  brought  on 
down,  or  from  turning  from  the  back  to  the  side  or  from  pass 
the  air  of  the  room  to  the  open  air.  Its  principal  character 
tickling  beneath  the  sternum.  The  remedy  also  acts  upon 
determining  an  intense  pruritis  which  is  especially  noticed  on 
ing  at  night  This  may  be  accompanied  by  an  eruption 
papules. — Pacific  Coast  Jour,  of  Horn. 
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BELLADONNA. 

Botanically,  this  is  atropa  belladonna,  and  both  the  leaves  and 
the  root  are  official  in  the  various  pharmacopoeias.  The  specific 
medicine,  upon  which  our  experiences  are  based,  is  made  from  the 
leaves.  This  plant,  as  well  as  some  others,  is  the  source  of  an  alka- 
loid— atropine — from  which  is  made  the  sulphate  of  atropine.  Both 
the  fluid  preparations  of  belladonna  and  the  alkaloidal  salts  are  acrid 
active  poisons,  and  should  be  used  with  great  care.  An  over-dose 
produces  a  dryness  of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  difficult  deglutition,  pro- 
trusion of  the  eyes,  dilated  pupils,  flushed  face,  hurried  and  feeble 
pulse,  muscular  twitchings,  burning  of  the  surface,  a  bright  red  rash, 
great  prostration,  diminished  sensibility,  paralysis  of  the  pneumogas- 
tric  nerve,  convulsions,  coma,  death.  The  severity  of  these  symptoms 
depend  largely  upon  the  size  of  the  dose  taken.  It  should  not  be  for- 
gotten, however,  that  the  so-called  "medicinal"  dose  of  belladonna 
will  frequently  produce  in  some  people  alarming  manifestations,  like 
vertigo,  aching  pain  and  dryness  of  the  throat  and  fauces,  an  erythe- 
matous eruption  in  the  throat  and  upon  the  skin,  accompanied  by 
more  or  less  burning  and  itching  of  the  surface,  and  even  desquama- 
tion. The  instillation  of  atropine  solutions  in  the  eye  is  often  followed 
by  these  disturbances,  owing  to  the  escape  of  the  drug  through  the 
tear-duct,  and  its  absorption  by  and  its  action  upon  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  nose  and  throat 

The  physiological  antidotes  to  belladonna  and  atropine  are  mor- 
phia and  opium,  physostigmine,  muscarine,  jaborandi,  and  pilocar- 
pine. They  must  be  given  with  great  caution,  as  several  of  them  are 
active  heart  depressants,  and  in  large  doses  will  add  to  the  seriousness 
of  the  trouble.  The  flagging  heart  and  failing  respiration  may  be 
whipped  up  by  injections  of  strychnine,  and  the  use  of  stimulants. 
External  heat  is  always  indicated.  The  same  is  true  of  an  immediate 
evacuation  of  the  stomach  and  bowels.  The  administration  of  alka- 
loids, demulcents,  and  animal  charcoal,  caffeine,  etc.,  is  also  com- 
mendable. 


288  EDITORIAL, 

It  may  be  said  that  the  actiou  of  belladonna  is  aat> 
above  mentioned  drugs,  and  astringents  and  caustic  alkalies  gei 
Its  action  is  accelerated  by  hyoscyamus,  stramonium,  campb 
fcetida,  ammonia,  coca,  digitalis,  and  eonium.  Physiological 
ladonna,  in  medicinal  doses,  is  a  cerebral  stimulant ;  it  also  p^ 
increased  arterial  pressure,  and  relieves  capillary  engorgement 
stimulating  effect  upon  the  heart  muscle,  and  upon  tin 
centers.  By  its  paralyzing  effect  upon  the  peripheral  nerve-e 
belladonna  diminishes  ad  of  the  secretions  of  the  body,  excep 
bly  the  urine.  This  it  sometimes  increases.  Belladonna,  in  o 
doses,  increases  bodily  temperature,  possibly  by  increasing  res] 
and  circulation! — combustion — or  by  stimulating  the  heat  ceni 
some  cases,  especially  in  children,  the  increase  in  tempera  tu 
amount  to  a  degree  or  two.  Small  doses  of  belladonna  inert 
peristaltic  action  of  the  intestines,  while  over  doses  check  it 
donna,  and  especially  its  alkaloid,  atropine,  whether  applied 
or  given  internally,  dilates  the  pupil,  and  increases  intra-ocu 
sion.  It  is  therefore  a  dangerous  remedy  in  acute  glaucom; 
local  action  of  belladonna  is  sedative  and  narcotic 

Based  upon  these  actions,  the  indications  for  the  use  of  belJ 
as  a  remedy  are  as  follows  :  Dullness  of  the  mind  ;  dull,  exp 
less  face ;  full  tongue,  feeble  voice ;  eyes  partly  open  when 
impaired  capillary  circulation  j  poor  respiratory  power ;  the  pu 
dilated  or  immovable ;  the  patient  is  sleepy,  drowsy,  even  bo 
on  stupor  or  coma  ;  and  everything  points  to  the  need  of  ft  ( 
and  capillary  stimulant  The  tissues  of  the  belladonna  pati 
usually  pallid,  doughy*  and  clammy ;  the  head  is  swimming  o 
Somnolence,  exhaustion,  and  congestion  are  the  guide- board 
ing  to  its  use  as  a  remedy* 

Looking  upon  belladonna  in  this  manner,  it  becomes  an  ide 
edy  in  congestion  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  or  in  congestion 
organ  or  part.  In  so  called  congestive  headache,  belladonna 
remedy.  In  the  headache  due  to  gastric  disturbances,  speci 
vomica  is  most  frequently  the  remedy.  Belladonna  is  usually 
greatest  importance  in  the  treatment  of  many  cases  of  the  e 
diseases,  like  measles,  scarlet  fever,  etc  In  bad  cases  it  ovc 
the  muttering  delirium,  and  favors  the  eruption.  It  relieves  c 
iiies  the  distressing  throat  symptoms  in  scarlet  fever,  and  th< 
of  measles,  It  has  long  been  recommended,  in  small  doses,  w 
pkylactic  in  scarlet  fever,  but  our  experience  has  not  been 
enough  to  verify  this  particular  use  of  the  drug.  Belladonna 
of  undoubted  value  in  the  treatment  of  many  cases  of  whooping 
and  of  spasmodic  coughs  generally,  when  the  above  indicati 
prominent,  Because  of  its  decreasing  the  secretions  of  the  bo 
erally,  belladonna  is  an  excellent  remedy  in  the  early  stages  of 
cephahifi,  before  the  symptoms  due  to  pressure  of  the  effusion 
a  disturbing  element. 
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Belladonna  is  the  remedy  in  convulsive  disorders,  due  to  cerebral 
hyperemia,  when  the  belladonna  indications  are  always  prominent. 
It  matters  not  whether  the  convulsions  be  described  as  infantile,  puer- 
peral, or  epileptic.  It  is  also  a  most  efficient  remedy  in  certain  ner- 
vous disorders,  like  hysteria,  chorea,  torticollis,  writers'  cramp,  acute 
mania  or  delirium,  and  in  the  ravings  or  hallucinations  of  fever- 
stricken  patients ;  in  delirium  tremens,  in  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  nerve 
and  of  the  pelvis,  and  in  sciatica ;  it  is  also  to  be  recommended  in  cer- 
tain cases  of  paralysis,  or  palsy,  especially  in  cases  in  which  the  rec- 
tum and  bladder  are  involved. 

Belladonna  has  no  superior  as  a  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  cer- 
tain cases  of  incontinence  of  urine,  in  old  or  young,  in  which  there  is 
a  feeble  circulation  and  belladonna  symptoms  present  It  is  not  a 
specific  for  this  disease,  when  it  is  due  to  irritability  of  the  bladder, 
or  to  the  presence  of  worms,  eta  We  confidently  rely  upon  bella- 
donna in  the  treatment  of  many  cases  of  diabetes  insipidus,  and  in 
scarlatinal  nephritis,  and  in  engorgement  of  the  kidney.  It  is  fully 
as  efficient  in  some  cases  of  sub-acute  vesical  irritation  with  distress- 
ing dysuria  and  tenesmus. 

Because  of  its  action  on  the  peripheral  nerves,  and  its  tendency  to 
lessen  secretion,  belladonna  has  no  superior  as  a  remedy  for  night 
sweats,  or  for  the  colliquative  sweating  of  the  phthisical,  or  of  the  en- 
feebled, especially  in  the  profuse  perspiration  occurring  in  weakly 
children  while  they  sleep.  Through  its  action  upon  the  chorda  tym- 
pani  nerve,  belladonna  to  a  very  great  extent  will  control  the  idio- 
pathic ptyalism  of  children,  as  well  as  the  ptyalism  due  to  the  use  or 
abuse  of  mercury,  or  to  the  condition  of  pregnancy.  It  is  just  as  use- 
ful in  the  excessive  sweating  of  the  feet  or  hands,  or  other  localized 
sweatings,  as  unilateral,  or  of  the  head,  etc  Belladonna  will  fre- 
quently control  the  copious  discharge  incident  to  the  first  stage  of  an 
acute  coryza,  as  well  as  that  of  a  chronic  bronchitis.  It  frequently 
arrests  colliquative  or  serous  diarrhea. 

Belladonna  has  few,  if  any,  equals  in  the  treatment  of  certain  cases 
of  diphtheritic  and  scarlatinal  sore  throat,  and  in  the  sore  throat  of 
acute  colds.  The  belladonna  symptoms  are  prominent,  and  there  is 
a  hot,  dry,  "raw"  mucous  membrane,  with  a  peculiar  fullness  and 
redness  of  the  capillaries.  Frequently  many  of  the  symptoms  accom- 
panying an  exophthalmic  goitre  are  readily  overcome  by  belladonna 
in  fair-sized  doses. 

No  remedy  is  of  more  positive  action  in  galactorrhea  than  is  bella- 
donna. Given  internally,  it  will  certainly  arrest  the  secretion  of  milk, 
and  even  if  active  inflammation  is  in  progress  and  pus  be  present  in 
the  breast,  the  persevering  use  of  belladonna  and  Phytolacca  in  com- 
bination or  alternation  will  bring  about  surprising  results.  The  same 
is  true  of  it  in  the  treatment  of  carbuncles,  boils,  and  abscesses  gener- 
ally in  enfeebled  patients.  Echinacea,  or  echafolta,  makes  an  excel- 
lent companion  remedy  in  these  cases. 


290 


EDITORIAL. 


Belladonna  is  an  excellent  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  sps 
asthma.  It  will  not  relieve  all  cases.  The  powdered  leave 
into  the  composition  of  almost  all  of  the  so  called  "asthma 
We  have  no  more  confidence  in  the  inhalation  of  the  fumes 
burning  leaves  than  we  have  in  the  action  of  the  specific  m< 
It  is  also  highly  recommended  in  the  treatment  of  angina.  It 
quickly  the  spasmodic  action  of  unstriped  muscular  fiber,  a 
arms  or  paralyzes  the  pneumogastric  nerve. 

Belladonna  has  been  highly  praised  as  a  remedy  in  gastralj 
to  gastric  ulcers ;  and  in  pyrosis,  or  water  brash,  as  well  as  ii 
modic  colic,  lead  colic,  dysmenorrhea,  etc  For  these  troul 
believe  we  have  better  remedies — and  safer  remedies.  How 
in  any  of  them  belladonna  indications  prevailed,  we  would  o 
make  it  a  part  of  the  treatment.  The  extract  of  belladonna  is 
able  addition  to  many  laxative  or  purgative  remedies.  It  lesse 
harshness,  while  at  the  same  time  it  increases,  when  given  ii 
doses,  the  peristaltic  action  of  the  intestinal  tract  So  thai 
treat  Die  nt  of  obstinate  constipation,  the  aloin,  belladonna,  and 
nine  pill,  or  the  aloin,  belladonna,  nux,  and  physostigmine 
valuable,  because  of  their  certain  but  mild  action  upon  the 
They  may  be  given  occasionally  until  the  results  of  other  re 
diet,  a ntl  habit,  become  effective  in  overcoming  the  difficulty. 

Belladonna,  many  times  when  given  internally,  has  a  specia 
upon  the  ^kin.  It  overcomes  many  cutaneous  neuroses,  and 
about  pr<  mipt  and  permanent  relief  when  the  indicated  remedy 
treatment  of  prurigo,  herpes  zoster,  erythema,  eczema,  etc.  Tl 
may  be  said  of  it  in  pruritus  vulva,  vaginismus,  and  in  the  Iocs 
attending  fissure  of  the  anus.  Belief  is  afforded  immedia 
many  of  these  painful  skin  affections,  because  belladonna  p* 
the  peripheral  nerve  endings. 

Belladonna  as  a  local  application  in  the  form  of  an  oint 
plaster,  or  a  fluid  preparation,  has  received  much  attention  an« 
praise.  Prof.  Wintermute  highly  recommends  equal  parts  o 
donna  and  hamamelis,  or  of  glycerole  of  tannin,  or  of  glycerin 
a  pledget  of  cotton  as  a  local  application  in  the  treatment  of 
rhea,  endocervicitis,  endometritis,  subinvolution,  etc.  Itreliei 
and  assists  in  the  restoration  of  a  healthy  state  of  mucous  met 
Although  it  has  received  the  highest  commendations  and  has 
vogue  for  years,  we  have  very  little  confidence  in  the  efficacy 
application  of  extract  of  belladonna  to  the  rigid  os  uteri  It  j 
has  a  beneficial  effect  when  applied  locally  in  mastitis,  cart 
boils,  abscesses,  etc,  but  we  have  not  used  it  sufficiently  t< 
with  a  positiveness  based  on  our  own  experience. 

The  alkaloid  atropine  is  the  basis  of  salts  that  are  very  efficii 
have  an  extended  use  locally  in  the  treatment  of  inflammatoi 
thalmological  diseases.     But  this  is  not  the  time  and  place  to 
them  further  than  to  say  that  caution  is  always  necessary  whei 
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either  belladonna  or  its  derivatives.  Sulphate  of  atropine  is  frequently 
used  in  combination  with  sulphate  of  morphine  hypodermically  in 
doses  of  from  1-150  to  1 430  of  a  grain.  Sulphate  of  atropine  is  the 
classical  antidote  to  mushroom  poisoning,  and  is  the  physiological 
antidote  to  physostigmine,  opium,  jaborandL  It  should  also  be  given 
to  cases  poisoned  by  aconite,  antimony,  and  hydrocyanic  acid.  In 
opium  poisoning,  caffeine  and  strychnine  should  be  given  with  it  or 
or  in  alternation  with  it 

Specific  belladonna,  which  is  the  Eclectic  form  of  the  remedy,  as 
made  now,  is  of  a  light  wine  color,  because  the  chlorophyl  has  been 
removed,  and  is  a  very  active  preparation  of  the  drug,  and  should 
always  be  given  with  care.  The  dose  is  a  teaspoonf  ul  of  a  mixture  of 
from  five  to  ten  drops  of  the  specific  medicine  in  four  fluid  ounces  of 
water.  As  a  rule  children  are  comparatively  not  so  susceptible  to  the 
effects  of  belladonna  as  are  adults.  Though  we  have  seen  cases  in 
which  the  one-thirtieth  to  the  one  sixtieth  of  a  drop  at  a  dose  produced 
very  unpleasant  effects.  w.  e.  b. 


WHOOPING    COUGH. 

It  may  be  set  down  as  a  rule  that  any  disease  for  which  we  have 
recommended  three  or  four  score  of  positive  (?)  remedies  is  practically 
beyond  the  reach  of  any  of  them.  If  one  will  recall  to  mind,  or  will 
take  down  from  the  shelf  any  of  the  standard  treatises  on  therapeu- 
tics, he  will  observe  that  the  diseases  accredited  with  the  greatest 
number  of  curative  drugs  are  such  as  asthma,  epilepsy,  syphilis, 
Bright 's  disease  (?),  whooping  cough,  etc  Emphasis  was  added  to 
this  array  of  impossibilities  by  the  discordant  opinions  given  in  a  re- 
cent "whooping  cough  number"  of  an  excellent  homoeopathic  jour- 
nal. A  physician  who  had  practiced  for  seventeen  years  could  not 
"positively  assert"  that  he  had  "by  remedies  alleviated  or  ameliorated 
a  single  symptom  or  shortened  the  disease  by  a  single  hour,  except 
by  the  use  of  bromoform  (syrup  of)  and  the  steam  atomizer. "  Others 
quote  long  lists  of  drugs  giving  the  particular  symptoms  which  infal- 
libly guide  to  curative  effects, — lists  evidently  compiled  from  text- 
books and  not  from  their  practical  knowledge.  Again,  others  con- 
sider the  drugs  recommended,  and  sharply  criticise  them  according 
to  their  value,  as  they  have  determined  them  by  consciencious  trials, 
and  these,  by  the  way,  are  the  only  statements  worthy  of  credence 
and  the  only  methods  of  study  worthy  of  imitation. 

What  does  all  this  discordance  of  opinion  convey  to  the  reader?  It 
certainly  assures  him  that  he  has  in  whooping  cough  a  condition  in 
which  very  few  remedies  serve  him,  either  to  ameliorate  or  cure  the 
malady.  We  believe  that  the  majority  of  cases  are  as  yet  uninflu- 
enced by  the  means  at  our  command,  while  on  the  other  hand,  suffi- 
cient good  has  been  accomplished  to  warrant  the  belief  that  medicines 
may  exert  some  controlling  power  over  the  disease.      It  will  be  ob- 
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served  bv  those  who  have  closely  studied  the  writings  upon 
medication  that  but  four  or  five  agents  have  been  asserted  to  h 
cifically  benefited  in  this  disorder,  and  that  those  claims  to  s;p 
are  not  strongly  emphasized* 

Chief  among  these  drugs  is  drosera,  which  also  appears  tc 
main  reliance  of  many  homceopathists*  Personally,  while  i 
received  excellent  results  from  this  remedy  in  the  pertussoid 
of  other  affections  we  have  failed ,  so  far  as  we  could  determii 
flueneiiig  to  any  great  extent  the  course  of  whooping  cough. 

Of  the  other  remedies  recommended,  belladonna  and  nitric 
have  found  to  act  much  better,  using  them  according  to  their 
specific  indications.  Bromide  of  ammonium  has  not  been 
drously  fruitful  in  results.  Were  we  to  name  two  internal  r 
and  we  are  unable  to  give  their  specific  indications,  that  hi 
influenced  the  disease,  we  should  write  trifoliuin  pratense  anc 
form.  But  singularly  neither  of  these  have  seemed  to  con 
disease  like  the  old  Roehr*  Etnbrfwutiutt  mentioned  in  the  I 
Dispensatory,  This  we  modify  somewhat  as  follows:— Et— 
oil  of  amber  fl.§  ss,  oil  of  cloves  fl£  J>,  olive  oil  fl.3  ij.  M.  Ar. 
friction  to  the  back  of  the  neck  from  the  occiput  to  the  sevet 
cal  vertebra.  How  this  acts  we  do  not  pretend  to  flay— possi 
antispasmodic,  as  the  older  practice  would  have  regarded  it  j 
it  has  In  very  many  instances  appeared  to  give  most  exeellei 
we  are  hound  to  admit 

Wh'u  we  think  of  our  meagre  resources  in  this  as  iu  ma 
nervous  disorders,  does  it  not  impress  upon  us  the  fact  that 
cific  resources  should  be  more  thoroughly  sought  for  and  stu< 
they  have  been  for  the  last  three  or  four  yeara  1 


COMPOUND    STILLINdlA     LINIrtENT. 

One  of  the  really  valuable  com  lunations  which  has  be 
mitted  to  us  by  our  prdecessors  is  the  Comp.  Stillingia  1 
This  preparation  has  stood  the  test  of  time  and  is  now  in  rnoi 
use  than  ever  before,  It  is  found  in  almost  every  Eclectic  pra 
armamentarium*  am)  in  many  families  has  become  a  house! 
edy.  Couip,  Stillingia  Liniment  is  an  agent  containing  the  1 
virtues  of  stillingia,  cajeput  and  lobeliaf  and  is  one  of  the  t 
ieines  we  have  in  the  treatment  of  either  spasmodic  or  mucoi 
It  should  t>e  applied  externally  to  the  throat  and  breast,  1 
frequently,  as  long  as  there  is  cough  and  hoarseness.  In  ca 
the  cough  is  irritating,  with  a  feeling  of  rawness  and  soreu 
throat  ami  chest,  the  remedy  may  be  given  internally  in 
doses  on  sugar  <<v<  1  v  hour  or  two. 

The  Compound  Stillingia  Liniment,  and  the  Gompoun 
Powder,  in  conjunction  with  the  internal  administration  o 
will  relieve  croup  in  the  majority  of  cases,     With  the 
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ber  of  my  patrons  consider  themselves  prepared  for  that  nocturnal 
terror,  and  many  a  long  ride  and  sleepless  night  is  thus  saved  the 
doctor. 

Compound  Stillingia  Liniment  has  a  wide  range  of  usefulness.  It  is 
of  value  in  the  treatment  of  acute  or  chronic  bronchitis,  in  minister's 
sore  throat,  or  in  quinsy,  and  is  a  good  remedy  in  all  forms  of  acute 
or  chronic  laryngitis.  Recently  I  have  used  it  with  much  benefit  in 
acute  and  chronic  catarrhal  rhinitis  by  vaporization.  In  some  cases  of 
chronic  pharyngitis,  the  inhalation  of  this  vapor  for  a  half  hour  daily 
has  given  good  results. 

The  old  formula  for  the  Comp.  Stillingia  Liniment  is : — R.  Oil  of 
Stillingia  3ij ;  Oil  of  Ca jeput  3  j ;  Oil  of  Lobelia  3ss ;  Alcohol  5 j.    M. 

l.  w. 

WOMAN    IN    THE    PR0PE55I0N. 

There  is  no  question  about  the  ability  of  women  to  acquire  a  med- 
ical education ;  this  has  been  settled  beyond  doubt  by  actual  demon- 
stration. The  female  contingent  in  our  classes  is  fully  equal  in  men- 
tal ability  to  the  male,  in  the  application  of  theoretical  knowledge, 
where,  it  is  sometimes  claimed,  she  will  fail  It  is  urged  that  the  del- 
icate, timid  and  shrinking  nature  of  woman  will  always  prevent  her 
being  anything  more  than  an  excellent  nurse  and  care-taker  of  the 
sick ;  that  in  all  really  critical  cases,  and  in  all  dangerous  suigical  op- 
erations, she  will  lack  the  calm  courage  and  self-reliance  of  the  skilled 
physician  or  surgeon ;  consequently  she  will  never  be  anything  but  a 
follower  and  an  imitator,  never  be  great 

Further,  she  is  not  by  nature  endowed  with  that  physical  endurance 
and  strength  necessary  to  those  who  must  undergo  the  hardships  of 
practice ;  and  it  is  claimed  she  must  lose  that  delicate  aroma  of  inno- 
cence and  fascinating  dependence,  which  is  the  chief  attraction  of  the 
female  sex ;  thus  becoming  coarse,  brutalized  and,  in  short,  "man- 
nish." 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  she  is  here ;  she  has  come  to  stay,  and  we 
must  accommodate  ourselves  to  her  presence.  In  this  country  over  five 
per  cent  of  medical  students  are  women,  and  she  is  enduring  the 
hardships  of  practice  with  remarkable  strength  and  fortitude.  If  the 
practice  of  medicine  is  making  the  female  physician  mannish  and  bru- 
tal, we  have  so  far  failed  to  observe  it.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  no 
profession  which  so  strongly  appeals  to  the  higher  emotions.  To  re- 
lieve suffering,  give  comfort  to  the  weary  and  distressed,  and  to  re- 
store the  hue  of  health  to  the  faded  cheek — surely  this  is  not  brutal- 
izing. 

As  surgeons,  perhaps  women  have  not,  as  yet,  gained  distinction. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  thousands  of  her  brethren,  some  of  whom 
are  as  weak  in  the  face  of  critical  conditions  in  medicine  and  surgery 
as  she  dare  be,  She  more  than  overbalances  this  by  her  tender  care 
and  solicitude  for  the  sick,  fortunately  placed  in  her  care. 
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That  the  new  woman  lacks  that  innocence  of  ignorance  ax 
shrinking  nature  of  her  old  time  sister  may  be  true ;  but  tl 
physique,  and  breezy,  cheerful  self-confidence  of  the  ninetee 
tury  maid  are  fully  as  attractive. 


CHLOROFORM    WATER. 

The  official  preparation  is  a  saturated  solution,  but  for  < 
purposes  a  drachm  of  chloroform  may  be  added  to  a  pint  ai 
of  pure  water  in  a  large,  well-corked  bottle  and  thoroughly  sh 
a  half  hour  or  more.  The  result  is  a  complete  mixture  that 
ant,  permanent  and  efficient.  It  may  be  given  in  doses  of  ft 
half  to  two  ounces  in  certain  diseases  or  in  certain  conditio! 
stomach.  Its  most  common  or  practical  use,  however,  is  as  i 
in  the  prescription  of  other  remedies,  especially  as  a  preser 
the  summer  time  when  little  or  no  alcohol  or  glycerine  is  addi 
common  prescription  of  our  specific  medicines. 

It  acts  as  an  antiseptic,  and  at  the  same  time  is  beneficial  t 
gestive  apparatus,  because  of  its  tendency  to  destroy  the  mici 
isms  of  choleraic  conditions ;  besides  it  is  very  pleasant  to  1 
and  smell.  For  these  same  reasons  chloroform  water  fora 
pleasant  vehicle  for  washes  for  the  mouth.  It  is  also  an  effic 
pleasant  basis  for  cough  mixtures,  when  the  cough  is  due  to  ii 
nervousness,  or  tickling  in  the  throat  or  bronchial  tubes.  It 
recommended  as  well  in  whooping  cough.  The  special  place 
roform  water,  other  than  for  its  preservative  effect,  is  in  gast 
tinal  disorders,  flatulence,  diarrhea,  colic,  etc  Cheapness  is 
great  recommendation  in  favor  of  chloroform  water.  w 


FORESIGHT    OP    ECLECTIC    FATHERS. 

"No  longer  than  last  week  the  writer  bought  some  tir 
Belladonna,  of  which  a  teaspoonful  failed  to  produce  the  i 
effect " — Editorial  in  the  Medical  Brief. 

The  foregoing  will  serve  to  again  remind  our  Eclectic  frienc 
foresight  of  the  men  who  established  our  school.  Had  they  p 
themselves  to  be  drawn  into  the  common  drug  field  they  woe 
swamped  their  cause.  It  is  not  enough  to  diagnosis  a  case ;  t 
remedy  made  in  the  right  way  must  be  used.  While  other  pi 
are  wandering  amid  the  uncertainties  of  commercial  drugs  we 
remedies  as  authentic  as  our  diagnosis  is  specific.  Who  woul 
of  giving  a  teaspoonful  of  Specific  Belladonna? 

Pity  the  men  who  depend  on  medicines  in  which  violent  poi 
given  in  teaspoonful  doses  without  effect  No  wonder  such  d 
not  realize  the  potency  of  small  doses  of  reliable  remedies.  Nc 
they  cannot  understand  Specific  Medication. 
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MEDICAL    CRITICISM. 

Our  chief  duty  does  not  lie  in  differing  from  and  condemning  old 
school  methods  and  practices,  although  from  an  Eclectic  standpoint 
there  are  many  occasions  for  dissent  Eclectic  disapproval  is  gener- 
ally met  by  the  retort  that  we  are  irregulars  and  quacks,  and  are  not 
qualified  to  form  an  opinion  upon  any  medical  subject  whatever. 
Thereupon  some  of  our  physicians  will  become  very  much  incensed  at 
what  they  call  the  bigotry  and  intolerance  of  the  regular  medical  pro- 
fession. We  can,  sometimes,  do  better  than  criticise  by  demonstrating 
from  our  successful  treatment  of  the  sick  that  we  have  something 
superior  to  offer.  A  just,  intelligent  and  honest  practitioner  of  med- 
icine should  always  be  entitled  to  a  respectful  hearing.  Medical  edu- 
cation cannot  make  a  gentleman  of  a  boor  or  a  blatant  blowhard  of  a 
gentleman.  I  have  known  Eclectics  who  were  as  intolerant,  bigoted 
and  overbearing  as  any  allopath  dare  be.  No  school  of  medicine  ap- 
pears to  have  a  monoply  of  the  Pharisee. 

Some  physicians  are  of  that  not  uncommon  disposition  which  ren- 
ders them  reluctant  and  too  partisan]  to  acknowledge  good  elsewhere 
than  in  their  own  creed  and  from  themselves.  Anything  coming  from 
that  source  is  accepted,  all  else  rejected. 

In  later  days,  however,  much  of  the  old  time  assumption  is  dying 
out  and  earnest  workers  in  the  medical  field  are  more  and  more  disre- 
garding the  question  of  school,  seeking  the  truth  rather  than  bicker- 
ing over  ethical  differences.  i»  w. 


A  QOOD  APPOINTilENT-DR.  W.  T.  GEMM1LL. 

Governor  Bushnell  has  appointed  Dr.  W.  T.  Gemmill,  of  Forest, 
to  the  vacancy  on  the  State  Board  of  Health.  This  comes  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  deserved  compliment  and  will  rejoice  the  hearts  of  the  many 
admirers  of  Dr.  GemmilL  Besides  adding  a  good  man  to  the  per- 
tonale  of  the  Board,  the  Governor  has  done  a  just  act,  for  certainly 
it  is  eminently  proper  that  the  Eclectic  branch  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion should  be  represented  on  this  Board. 

We  feel  sure  that  were  the  matter  left  to  the  will  of  the  thinking 
men  of  the  other  sections  in  medicine,  we  would  have  a  representative 
on  every  public  board  in  which  physicians  are  concerned.  In  honor- 
ing Dr.  Gemmill,  the  Chief  Executive  of  the  State  has  unquestionably 
pleased  physicians  regardless  of  professional  affiliations.  Let  it  be 
understood  that  in  all  that  tends  to  higher  education  in  medicine,  to 
the  best  interest  of  the  people,  to  the  elevation  of  the  profession  of 
medicine,  we  will  do  our  whole  duty. 

Dr.  Gemmill  is  an  ex-president  of  the  National  and  an  ex-president 
of  the  Ohio  Society,  an  active  member  of  the  Northwestern  Society, 
and  is  at  present  the  efficient  Treasurer  of  the  National.  We  bespeak 
for  him  the  good  will  of  the  other  members  of  the  Board,  and  in  be- 
half of  Eclecticism  thank  our  Governor  for  the  honor  he  has  shown 

or  branch  of  the  profession. 
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J1ASTER  IN  PHARHACY-Ph.  n. 

At  the  commencement  exercises  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy,  the  degree  of  Ph.  M ,  the  highest  honorary  degree  in  phar- 
macy, was  conferred  on  our  Prof.  John  Uri  Lloyd.  This  is  a  rare 
honor  seldom  awarded  any  man,  and  coming,  as  it  does,  from  the  old- 
est college  of  pharmacy  in  the  world,  may  well  be  appreciated  by 
Prof.  Lloyd  and  his  friends. 

To  the  readers  of  the  Journal  the  above  information  will  appeal 
personally.  We  have  known  Prof.  Lloyd  so  long  and  have  known 
his  works  so  well,  that  we  all  take  pride  in  the  many  public  honors  he 
is  receiving. 

THE  NATIONAL. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  has  just  issued  the  following  circu- 
lar letter  to  members,  which  is  self  explanatory.  From  all  present 
appearances  we  shall  have  an  unusually  successful  meeting  this  year, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  a  large  accession  to  our  membership. 
Doctor,  if  you  are  not  a  member  of  your  State  or  local  society,  join 
this  year,  and  go  to  Minnetonka,  or  send  your  credentials  with  your 
State  Secretary.— [Ed. 
My  Djeab  Doctor  : 

The  plans  for  holding  our  next  Annual  Meeting  at  Minnetonka  are  as  follows : 

The  .meeting  will  be  held  at  Hotel  St.  Louis,  which  is  delightfully  situated  on  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  lake,  only  15  miles  from  Minneapolis.  The  hotel  is  first-clssi  in 
every  particular,  and  no  pains  will  be  apsnd  by  its  pxoprietor  to  make  our  stay  agreeable 
and  delightful.  The  management  will  tender  us  a  hop  on  Tuesday  evening,  and  a  ban- 
quet on  Thursday  evening. 

The  hotel  rates  will  be  92.25  per  day,  and  each  delegate  or  attending  member  should 
provide  himself  with  a  card,  bearing  the  signature  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  certify- 
ing that  he  is  entitled  to  the  reduction  in  rates.  Theie  cards  can  be  secured  by  applica- 
tion to  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  should  be  obtained  before  registering. 

The  Western  Passenger  Association  has  made  us  a  rate  of  one  and  one-third  fare,  and 
the  other  Association  will  doubtless  concur,  unless  the  recent  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  breaks  up  the  rate  already  granted. 

8hould  a  sufficient  number  signify  their  Intention  of  traveling  together,  arrangements 
will  be  made  to  provide  a  special  train  ior  our  accommodation  from  Chicago. 

The  enthusiasm  of  last  year,  the  gTand  attendance  on  the  Pacific  coast,  combined  with 
the  central  locality  for  this  meeting,  ihould  all  have  a  tendency  to  make  the  Minnetonka 
gathering  a  record  breaker  in  the  history  of  our  Association. 

Questions  relating  to  the  meeting  will  be  cheerfully  an&wexed,  if  application  is  Bade 
to  Dr.  PITTS  EDWIN  HOWES,  Station  S.,  Boston,  Mass. 


COMMENCEHENT    EXERCISES. 

Your  presence  is  requested  at  the  following  exercises  in  connection 
with  the  Fifty-second  Annual  Commencement  of  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Institute,  Tuesday,  May  11,  1897.  Every  graduate  of  the  Institute 
who  can  possibly  attend  is  urged  to  do  so. 

10  A.  M.— City  Hospital  Amphitheater— Surgical  Clinic 
8  P.  M.— Annual  Meeting  Alumnal  Association  at  College. 
8  P.  M.— Commencement  Exercises,  Odd  Fellow's  Building,  7th  and  Elm. 
9:  45  P.  M.— Banquet  to  Graduates,  same  building. 
The  Banquet  to  the  Graduating  Clans  will  beheld  in  the bsnquet ic cm cf  the Cdd 
Fellows'  Temple,  at  9;45  in  the  evening.    Tickets  can  be  procured  or  reserved  of  Dr.  J.  K. 
St  udder,  before  May  8.    Ltdie*'  or  gentlemen's  tickets,  11.20  each. 
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A  Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  op  the  Skin.     For  the  use  of  stu- 
dents and  practitioners.     By  J.  N.  Hyde,  M.  D.     Fourth  edition 
Octavo,  815  pp.,  with  110  engravings  and  12  full-page  plates,  4  of 
which  are  colored.    Cloth,  $5.25.     Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  Phila. 
No  physician,  in  city  or  hamlet,  should  attempt  to  practice  medi- 
cine without  having  at  hand  an  up-to-date  work  on  diseases  of  the 
skin.    It  is  a  very  difficult  matter,  if  not  an  impossible  one,   for  the 
practitioner  who  has  not  had  advantages  of  a  dermatological  clinic  to 
be  thoroughly  up  on  them  ;  but  the  gravity  of  many  cutaneous  disor- 
ders demands,  for  the  public  good,  that  every  physician  should  be 
able  to  recognize  as  early  as  possible  those  of  a  contagious  nature. 
While,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  so  many  varieties  of  cutaneous 
affections,  that  the  physician  for  his  own  good  and  protection,  must  be 
able,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  diagnose  the  commoner  ones.     A  failure 
to  cure  a  case  of  skin  disease  will  not  belittle  a  physician  by  one- half, 
in  the  mind  of  the  patient,  as  will  a  failure  in  diagnosis. 

In  this  work  you  will  have  at  once  the  plainest  and  best  aid  to  diag- 
nosis as  well  as  the  latest  and  most  practical  and  efficient  work  on 
treatment.  This  book  is  both  comprehensive  and  concise,  in  an  equal 
degree,  as  regards  both  diagnosis  and  treatment.  Dermatological 
practice  is  keeping  pace  with  the  general  advancement  of  medical 
science,  and  a  book  on  skin  diseases  ten  years  old  is  of  very  little 
value,  especially  in  the  line  of  classification. 

Besides  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  skin,  the  first  part  of  the 
work  treats  upon  general  symptomatology,  etiology,  diagnosis,  prog- 
nosis, and  therapeutics.  But  when  it  comes  to  classification,  even  in 
the  latest  arrangements  many  modifications  are  necessitated  by  later 
investigations  in  cutaneous  medicine. . 

"It  is  significant  of  the  recognized  value  of  this  work  that  the  de- 
mand for  a  new  edition  came  even  earlier  than  was  anticipated  by  the 
vol.  Lvn. — 19 
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author  or  publishers,  attesting  that  it  is  steadily  growing  in  favor. 
The  reasons  for  this  fact  are  not  hard  to  find.  Prof.  Hyde  is  one  of 
the  foremost  of  American  dermatologists  and  teachers,  and  he  has 
been  able  to  impress  upon  his  book  the  stamp  of  experience  with  a 
clearness  that  makes  it  of  the  highest  service  as  a  practical  guide  as 
well  as  a  text-book.  It  answers  the  needs  of  the  general  practitioner, 
the  specialist,  and  the  student,  and  is  a  happy  example  of  the  fact 
that  such  an  apparently  wide  range  of  adaptation  can  be  given  with- 
in the  compass  of  a  volume  of  convenient  size  and  price.  The  new 
edition  has  been  revised  throughout,  and  every  chapter  bears  evidence 
of  the  change  and  improvement  made  possible  by  the  advance  of  der- 
matology. It  has  also  been  enriched  with  new  engravings  and  col- 
ored plates.' ' 

We  heartily  endorse  this  book  and  recommend  it  to  Journal  readers. 

W.  E.  B. 


Organ  Diseases  of  Women,  Notably  Enlargements  and  Displacements 
of  the  Uterus  and  Sterility,  considered  as  curable  by  medicines. 
By  J.  Compton  Burnett,  M.  D.     Philadelphia :  Boericke  &  Tafel. 
Price,  clotn,  $1.05. 
This  is  another  of  a  series  of  small  books  of  great  value,  that  has 
been  given  the  profession  by  Dr.  Burnett.     The  doctor  in  his  preface 
says :  "I  hesitate  no  longer  in  sending  these  pages  to  the  press,  to  try 
at  least  to  show  that  medicines  can  restore  enlarged  and  dislocated 
wombs  to  their  proper  size  and  position.     I  maintain,  from  ample  ex- 
perience, that  enlargements  and  dislocations  of  the  womb  are,  for  the 
most  part,  perfectly  amenable  to  our  remedies ;  and  moreover,  the 
task  is  not  difficult.     I  have  included  the  subject  of  sterility,  as  en- 
largements and  displacements  are  very  commonly  its  cause. " 

In  the  treatment  the  author  is  brief  and  to  the  point— every  word 
counts.  Among  the  remedies,  for  instance,  suggested  in  prolapsus, 
are  helonias,  alumine,  sesculus,  hypericum,  arnica,  etc. 

Subinvolution  and  uterine  hypertrophy  were  quickly  and  perma- 
nently cured,  after  surgical  measures,  like  curettement,  etc.,  had 
failed,  by  the  use  of  fraxinus  Americana,  thuja,  ignatia,  bursa  pasto- 
ris,  Pulsatilla,  urtica  ceanothus,  triticum  repens,  agrimonia,  etc. 

The  picture  of  the  woman  who  continually  prevents  conception  runs 
in  this  line :  "Breasts  shriveled,  the  fine  bust  is  lank,  and  the  woman 
becomes  shockingly  ugly  ;  female  characteristics  disappear ;  she  be- 
comes hairy ;  the  round,  full  limbs  become  scraggy  and  thin,  and  if 
obese,  flabby,  old  looking ;  neurasthenia  ensues ;  the  once  sweet  woman 
is  transformed  into  a  wretch  that  is  cross,  irritable,  miserable.  The 
uterus,  however,  is  the  greatest  sufferer.  It  resents  the  wrong  done 
it  by  becoming  enlarged,  hard,  gristly,  tumorous,  etc.  The  price 
paid  is  mental,  moral,  and  physical  deterioration  and  degradation." 

The  author  proposes  remedies  for  all  of  these  ills,  and  we  do  not 
know  where  so  much  may  be  had  for  one  dollar.  J.  k.  s, 


LOOK  FOR  THE  ORBEN  LABBU 

"Green  Drug" 

Fluid  Extracts. 

The    highest   type    of    Fluid    Medicines. 

A  Novelty— in  What? 

In  the   recognition   of   the   fact  that  certain  drugs,  containing 
volatile  constituents  upon  which  their  therapeutic  value  depends,  lose 
their  medicinal  properties  in  the  process  of  drying,  or  through  long 
or  imperfect  storage. 
In  all  such  cases. 

We  use  the  green  or  fresh   root,  bark  or  plant,  gathered  es- 
pecially for  us  when  in  their  prime. 
Some  kinds  are  prepared  fresh; 

Others  partially  or  wholly  dried; 

But  all  gathered  especially  for  our  Laboratory ;  carefully  handled 
and  immediately  prepared  into  Fluid  Extracts.  The  menstruum 
employed  is  Alcohol  selected  for  strength  and  purity,  whereby  the 
non-medicinal  elements  are  rejected  and  the  liability  to  deterioration 
avoided. 

Fluid  Extracts  thus  prepared  are  perfect  representatives  of  the 
drugs  from  which  they  are  made. 

They  are  clean. 

They  are  sightly. 

They  are  easily  dispensed. 

They  are  therapeutically  reliable. 

Old,  shop-worn  or  worm-eaten  drugs,  however  carefully  manipu- 
lated, will  not  yield  a  satisfactory  product,  and  when  made  with 
weak  alcohol  and  water,  or  with  wood  spirit  as  a  menstruum,  is  it 
any  wonder  that  commercial  Fluid  Extracts,  as  a  class  are  termed 
by  a  leading  medical  writer — the  "Great  American  Fraud ?" 

Watch  your  fluid  extracts. 

MerrelFs  Fluid  Extracts  from  fresh,  choice  drugs  are  powerful  in- 
struments for  good  in  the  hands  of  the  observant  physician. 

All  wholesale  druggists  will  supply  them. 
Please  write  "MerrelPs"  on  your  orders. 

THE  WM.  S.  MERRELL  CHEMICAL  CO., 

CINCINNATI.  Maflflfartnriof  Chenbtf.  NEW  YORK. 

Sole  Manufacturer*. 
esUMlsbea  6*  yean. 


JOURNAL  ADVERTISER. 


Hypnotic,       Anti-Spasmodic.         Anti-Neuralgic 

CORDIAL 
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This  preparation  contains  all  the  active  medicinal  constituents  of 
Paasiflora  incarnata  in  a  concentrated  form,  and  is  the  result  of  an  ex- 
tended investigation  in  our  laboratory.  It  is  the  most  eligible  form  for 
exhibiting  the  valuable  properties  of  the  drug,  since  from  it  we  have 
succeeded  in  eliminating  the  inert  principles  invariably  present  in  the 
ordinary  preparations  of  the  market 

GOBDIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

Is  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  treatment  of  nervous  affections 
attended  with  congestion  of  the  cord  and  ganglionic  centers.  As 
a  soporific  without  narcotic  action,  and  as  an  anti-spasmodic  and 
anti-neuralgic,  it  is  without  an  equal.  Its  action  is  between  that  of 
m  orphine  and  chloral  hydrate,  but  it  does  not  depress  the  system 
nor  derange  the  stomach.  It  is  devoid  of  danger,  non-poisonous, 
and  may  be  given  in  any  case  where  sleep  is  needed.  It  is  the 
r  e  medy,  par  excellence,  in  infantile  convulsions,  in  diarrhoea  of  chil- 
dren, and  i  n  nervous  affections  of  the  aged  and  infirm.  In  nervous 
or  sick  headache,  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  in  sleepless- 
ness of  typhoid  and  other  fevers,  as  well  as  from  overwork  so  com- 
mon among  professional  and  business  men,  it  will  produce  a  quiet 
and  dreamless  sleep,  and  at  the  same  time  prove  a  permanent  tonic 
to  the  nervous  system. 

GOBDIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

Is  recommended  in  cases  where  opium  and  its  preparations, 
the  bromides,  chloral,  etc.,  can  not  be  given,  or  are  not  well  borne, 
and  where  it  is  undesirable  to  lock  up  the  secretions.  It  is  recom- 
mended in  tetanus,  cerebral  pain,  hysteria  of  women,  dysmenor- 
rhea, tic  douloureux,  accelerated  respiratory  movement,  pain  in 
the  rectum,  neuralgia  of  the  heart 

GOBDIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

Is  prepared  for  physicians'  prescriptions  only,  and  not  for 
popular  sale.  Printed  matter  with  extended  notes  furnished  to  the 
medical  profession  only.  Sample  supplies  without  charge  on  pay- 
ment of  expense  of  delivery. 

COBDIAI*  PAS-CABNATA 

May  be  ordered  of  our  New  York  office,  No.  96  Maiden  Lane, 
of  Geo.  C.  Goodwin  A  Co.,  Boston,  and  the  home  office  in  Cincin- 
nati.   In  ordering  or  prescribing,  please  specify 

"Cordial  Pas-Carnata,  Merrell." 
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A  Hand-Book  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  their  Treatment.  By 
Henry  R  Swansey,  A.M.,  M.D.,  F.RC.S.I.  Sixth  edition,  with 
illustrations.  Published  by  P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.,  Philadel- 
phia.    Cloth,  price  $&  00. 

The  sixth  edition  of  Swansey 's  work  on  the  Eye  and  its  Diseases  is 
dow  upon  the  market  Hand-books  on  this  most  interesting  and  pre- 
cise subject  are  so  numerous  that  they  must  be  put  in  classes :  first, 
those  that  are  practical  and  good  ;  second,  those  written  by  experien- 
ced ophthalmologists,  whose  experience  warrants  them  in  the  author- 
ship of  a  work,  but  who  find  later  that  the  faculty  of  writing  was 
necessary ;  and  a  third  class  who  have  neither  the  first  nor  the  second 
reason,  but  who  bring  forth  a  botch  compilation. 

Those  who  know  Dr.  Swansey,  his  long  and  consciencious  labor, 
is  ability  to  write,  and  his  practical  manner  of  stating  the  kernel  of 
each  thought,  will  be  gratified  in  reading  this  work.  The  book  is  in 
the  first  class,  and  of  the  best 

In  looking  over  several  of  the  modern  good  works  of  this  kind,  it 
would  be  natural  for  each  person  to  have  a  preference ;  but  I  am  free 
to  say  that  any  one  not  acquainted  with  this  class  of  books,  and  want- 
ing a  practical  eye  reference  work  at  a  reasonable  price,  can  not  go 
astray  in  purchasing  this  book.  It  covers  the  entire  field — diseases, 
operation,  ophthalmology,  refraction,  cold,  blunders,  etc.  It  is  as 
suitable  for  the  student  as  for  the  practitioner  or  specialist,     w.  b.  s. 


The  International  Medical  Annual,  and  Practitioner's  Index.  A 
work  of  reference  for  medical  practitioners.  Fifteenth  year.  1897. 
New  York :  E.  B.  Treat     Price  $2.75. 

The  fact  that  this  work  has  been  published  annually  for  fifteen 
consecutive  years,  is  of  itself  a  guarantee  to  the  profession  that  it  is  of 
no  little  value.  This  edition  contains  upwards  of  725  pages,  and  is 
the  joint  production  of  more  than  forty  contributors.  Prof.  Alling- 
ham  writes  on  Diseases  of  the  Rectum ;  Prof.  Chapman  on  Pediatrics ; 
Prof.  Fenwick,  of  London,  on  Urinary  Surgery ;  Profs.  Gotthiel,  Unna 
and  Walker  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin  ;  Prof.  Hammond,  of  New  York, 
on  Xeurology;  Prof.  Parvin  on  Gynaecology;  Prof.  A.  W.  Mayo 
Robson  on  Abdominal  Surgery ;  Profs.  G.  F.  de  Schweintly  and 
Yearly  on  Ophthalmology  ;  and  so  on  through  the  list,  each  contribu- 
tor is  a  master  in  his  department. 

The  work  is  condensed  in  such  a  manner  that  the  wheat  is  separated 
from  the  chaff — only  the  practical  and  the  new  is  reproduced.  We 
know  of  no  better  way  for  the  physician  to  keep  up  with  the  times, 
and  the  advancement  of  medicine  in  all  of  its  departments,  than  to 
supply  himself  yearly  with  one  or  two  good  year-books,  and  none  of 
them,  in  matter  or  price,  exceeds  Treat's.  From  twenty  times  the  amount 
spent  in  medical  journals,  the  same  value  would  not  be  derived.  A 
year-book  like  this  almost  fills  the  vacant  spaces  on  the  library 
shelvea  w.  e.  b. 
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Inebriety  :  its  Source,  Prevention  and  Cure.  By  Charles  F.  Palmer. 
Publishers,  F.  H.  Revell  Co.,  Chicago.     Price  75a 

This  little  book  of  109  pages,  divided  into  five  chapters,  is  in  its 
construction  a  model  of  neatness. 

The  book  is  well  written,  and  the  subject  is  an  important  one. 
The  author  shows  that  inebriety  is  a  disease  which  may  be  inherited 
or  acquired,  and  may  be  transmitted  from  parent  to  child  as  other 
nervous  diseases,  in  the  form  of  a  weakened  nerve  element  which  pre- 
disposes to  inebriety,  or  by  transition  to  other  nervous  troubles.  This 
includes  the  chronic  habitual  cases,  while  the  social  custom  has  its 
victims  which  are  not  the  result  of  disease. 

Prevention  and  cure  must  come  through  efforts  at  self-control,  edu- 
cation of  the  powers  of  resistance,  and  exercise  of  will  power  to  with- 
stand temptation.  We  can  recommend  it  to  the  profession,  for  it  is 
readable,  and  if  handed  to  an  inebriate  patron  to  read,  might  do  him 
much  good.  a  m. 

The  Eclectic  Practice  or  Medicim.  By  John  M.  Scudder,  M.  D., 
late  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Ec- 
lectic Medical  Institute,  etc.  Fourteenth  edition.  Third  revision. 
8vo,  816  pages.  Cloth  $6.25,  sheep  $6.00.  Cincinnati:  The 
Scudder  Brothers  Co. 

"We  can  say  nothing  that  is  not  known  to  eclectics  generally  about 
Prof.  Scudder  as  an  author.  In  1870,  when  the  first  edition  of  this 
work  appeared,  the  author  said  that  he  intended  it  as  a  practical, 
ready  reference  work  on  the  practice  of  medicine ;  that  he  endeavored 
to  avoid  all  unnecessary  description,  and  to  adduce  facts.  After  sev- 
eral editions  of  the  work  had  been  sold,  it  received  its  first  revision  in 
1877,  and  then  the  treatment  was  wholly  re-written  and  extended,  and 
was  brought  into  full  accord  with  what  was  then  known  of  specific 
medication.  Then  the  endeavor  was  to  point  out  clearly  the  relation 
between  'disease  expression  and  drug  action. ' 

"In  this  fourteenth  edition  we  have  the  third  revision  of  the  work. 
Alterations  in  one  hundred  pages  and  the  re-writing  of  one  hundred 
other  pages  have  brought  the  work,  as  far  as  practice  is  concerned, 
up  to  the  times.  In  etiology  and  pathology,  the  work  was  up  to  date 
when  it  was  written  ;  but  such  rapid  progress  has  been  made  in  these 
studies  that  very  frequent  revisions  would  be  necessary  to  keep  pace 
with  conclusions  in  these  lines.  It  is  therefore  not  recommended  to 
the  profession  so  much  as  a  text-book  in  which  to  study  these  things, 
as  it  is  as  a  work  on  tfw  Eclectic  practice  of  medicine.  In  the  words 
of  the  author,  'thousands  of  physicians  have  made  it  their  guide  in 
the  practice  of  medicine,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  cases  of  dis- 
ease have  been  treated  according  to  it  The  work  has  had  a  most 
thorough  and  practical  test,  and  has  received  the  uniform  commenda- 
tion that  it  is  a  reliable  guide  in  diagnosis  and  treatment ' 

"In  all  of  this  we  fully  concur,  and  as  such  guide  we  heartily  com- 
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"OUR  SPECIFIC  MEDICINES  are  to-day, 
els  they  always  have  been  and  always  will  be,  the 
BEST  MEDICINES  in  the  world,  and  the  foundation 
stones,  upon  which  the  superstructure  of  Eclectic 
Medicine  has  been  built,  and  upon  which  it  rests 
unshaken."  editorial  from  b.  m.  journai* 
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ASEPSIN      SOAP, 


MEDICINAL  USES  OF  ASEPSIN  SOAP. 

FOB  THE  SKIN.  —The  antiseptic  qualities  of  A  Pepsin  and  Borate  of  Sodium  make  this soap de» 
Arable  for  the  preservation  of  the  dermal  tissues,  and  to  remove  and  prevent  cutaneous  bka- 
ishes.  It  is  valuable  for  roughness  of  the  skin,  acne,  comedones,  milium,  blotches,  exossriv* 
greaslnessof  skin,  for  softening  and  proven  ting  roughness  and  chapping  of  tbe  hands.  It  cor- 
rects abnormalities  of  the  sebaceous  glands,  thereby  regulating  the  lubrication  of  the  skin,  sod 
is  further  useful  to  repair  dermal  tissues  when  they  have  beeu  subjected  to  the  deleterious  Action 
of  chalks  and  cosmetic  lotions. 

CUTANEOUS  DISEASES.— For  the  following  skin  affections  it  may  be  used  freely  with  marked 
benefit:    Aciie  vulgaris  et  rosace,  seborrhoea,  ecsematous  eruptions,  herpes,  psoriasis,  prurigo, 

SphillUc  eruptions,  dermatitis,  ulcerations,  pruritic  conditions,  parasitic  diseases,  as  scabies,  for 
e  relief  of  rhus  poisoning,  and  for  the  removal  of  pedlculi.    A  clean  skin  is  necessary  in  say 
course  of  medication,  and  Asepsln  Soap  is  a  rational  cleanser. 

IN  SURGERY.  —  The  surgeon  will  find  it  valuable  for  cleansing  the  patient  as  well  as  the  open- 
tor's  hands,  sponges,  and  instruments.  For  its  cleansing  and  antiseptic  effects  it  may  be  em- 
ployed la  wounds  of  all  kinds,  chilblains,  bed  sores,  ulcerations,  pustules,  and  for  removinc 
offensive  and  irritating  discharges,  and  as  a  foot  wash. 

IN  GYNAECOLOGY,— It  is  userul  in  all  irritating  and  offensive  discharges  concomitant  to  disea** 
of  females,  giving  rise  to  pruritic  and  inflammatory  conditions.  Leuoorrhosa,  simple  vaginifii 
and  vulvitis,  ulcerations  and  pruritus  vulva,  are  conditions  in  which  it  is  particularly  indicated. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES.— In  the  exanthemata  it  should  be  employed  to  hasten 
thereby  shortening  the  period  of  contagiousness  and  hastening  convalescence. 


At  the  time  I  received  the  Asepsln  Soap,  I  was  *  uttering  intensely  from  pruritus  ani,  and  bad 
_.i_._i^  ._j^^  .___._, *.___. ...*   -».  ™*~  Ml—ine standard —  —  »—-•-*- 

ltd 
gaged  with  my  professional  work  all  day  long  that  it  seamed  to  me 


already  tried,  with  scarcely  even  temporary  relief,  all— or  nearly  all- 
well-known  ailment    I  was  well-nigh  erased  with  the  intolerable  itching,  pricking,  sticking,  gnaw- 
ing, biting,  burning  "pain.     I  had  been  nearly  sleepless  for  several  nights,  and  I  was  so  busily  es- 
*        *--"■»--•-        *      •-  --*■      e  that  life  was  a  burden,  and  I 


could  get  no  rest  at  night    I  frequently  sprang  from  my  bed,  and  ran  wildly,  craxily  anywhere  ;— 
suicide  would  not  be  strange  in  anyone  in  su»h  a  condition 

Your  Asepsln  Soap  I  used  without  faith,  but  with  astonishing  and  almost  Immedi- 
ate relief  and  ease.  I  think  I  have  never  before  recommended  any  special  preparation,  bat 
nothing  less  than  gratitude  is  due  you  for  this  benefit,  and  that  gratitude  I  express  moat  heartily 
now.  I  have  delayed  this  letter  many  weeks,  but  I  am  still  as  thankful  ss  ever,  for  my  suffering  wss 
of  a  kind  not  to  be  forgotten.  PAUL  T.  BUTLER,  M.  D.,  Alamo,  Michigan 


I  have  had  for  several  years  what  I  call  winter  ecsema  on  my  hands ;  commenced  using  Aseasii 
"  ""'on  then  than  ihey  have  beeu  for  a  numbers 

W.  CUALKANT,  M.  D..  tiellfoutaine.  o 


Soap  last  winter  and  my  hands  were  in  better  condition  then 

years.  R.  W.  CH  __._.. 

Have  been  using  Asepsln  Soap  and  find  it  very  flo«*  for  cleansing*  old  sores,  also  f-  r  toilet  pur- 
poses. DANIEL  A.  CHASE,  M.  D..  Cambridge   N.  Y. 

Asepsln  Soap  is  thi  soap.  a.  P.  STEWART.  M.  [> ,  Stowartntown.  W.  Ya. 

I  bave  used  a  round  dosen  of  your  soap  on  tbe  small  nox  patients  at  the  pent  how*,  and  think 
it  is  the  best  soap  I  ever  used.  W.  H.  H  ATCB ,  M .  D. ,  Lincoln.  Neb. 

PRICE,    $1.40    PER    DOZEN. 
A  box  containing  one-fourth  dozen  cakes  will  be  sent  by  mail  postpaid,  on 
receipt  of  50  cents. 

LLOYD    BROTHERS,    Cincinnati,  0. 
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mend  the  work  to  the  Eclectic  practitioner  who  has  not  this  revised 
edition,  as  well  as  to  the  physician  who  is  desirous  of  obtaining  the 
prominent  features  about  the  eclectic  method  of  treating  disease.  In 
it  is  found  a  full  exposition  of  eclectic  methods,  and  the  treatment  of 
disease  with  specific  medication  as  a  basis." — 11.  in  Eclectic  Medical 
(i  leaner. 


The  Transactions  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York  for  the  years  1893-7,  volume  16.  Edited  by  Dr.  G.  W. 
Boskowitz. 

The  Journal  is  in  receipt  of  a  complimentary  copy  of  these  Trans- 
actions, which  are  elegantly  published,  consisting  of  304  octavo  pages. 
This  Society  is  probably  the  only  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society  that 
has  published  its  Transactions  annually  since  its  organization.  We 
believe  that  the  publication  of  Society  Transactions  does  more  to  make 
the  society  work  valuable  than  any  other  one  feature. 


Proceedings  and  Papers  of  the  Kansas  Eclectic  Medical  Association 
for  1896.  74  pages  octavo,  paper  cover.  Reprint  from  the  An- 
nual published  for  the  Association.  E.  B.  Packer,  M.  D.,  Osage 
City,  Kan. 

The  Texas  Health  Jouraal  and  the  Texas  Medical  Practitioner  have 
combined,  and  will  hereafter  be  known  as  the  Texas  Medical  Practi- 
tioner, published  at  Dallas,  Texas. 

The  Columbus  Medical  Journal  has  removed  from  150  East  Broad 
street,  to  68  Butler  avenue,  Columbus,  O.  Dr.  R.  Harvey  Reed  is 
editor  and  manager. 


COLLEGE   AND   SOCIETY  NOTICES. 


May  Society  Meetings. 

Arkansas. — The  seventeenth  session  will  convene  in  the  Senate 
Chamber  at  Little  Bock,  Wednesday,  May  10,  at  10  a.  m.  J.  F.  Lewis, 
M.  D.  Secretary,  604  Main  street,  Little  Rock. 

Connecticut— Meets  at  Allyn  House,  Hartford,  May  10.  Elizabeth 
G.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Secretary,  Bridgeport. 

Illinois— Meets  at  Springfield,  May  19  and  20.  W.  E.  Kinnett,  M. 
D.,  Secretary,  Yorkville.  J 

Indiana — Meets  at  Indianapolis,  May  12  and  13.  C.  G.  Winter, 
M.  D.,  Secretary,  40  East  Ohio  street,  Indianapolis. 

Iowa— Meets  at  DesMoines  May  19  and  20.  G.  B.  Burtchby,  M.D., 
Secretary,  Montezuma. 

Kansas — Twenty-seventh  annual  meeting  assembles  at  Hamilton's 
Hall,  Topeka,  May  11  and  12.  E.  B.  Packer,  M.  D.,  Secretary, 
Osage  City. 
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Kentucky— Meets  May  12,  at  10  a.  m.,  at  the  office  of  the  Treasurer, 
F.  J.  Locke,  M.  D.,  Newport. 

Maine— Meets  at  Portland,  May  26.  William  C.  Hatch,  M.  D., 
Secretary,  New  Sharon. 

Michigan — Meets  at  Lansing,  May  12  and  13.  John  Lamoreaux. 
M.  D.,  Secretary,  Lansing. 

Nebraska— Meets  at  Omaha,  May  11-13.  F.  L.  Wilmuth,  M.  D., 
Secretary.  Eagle 

West  Virginia— Meets  at  Parkersburg,  May  12  and  13.  L.  S. 
Riggs,  M.  D.,  Secretary,  Wheeling. 

Wisconsin— Meets  at  Milwaukee,  May  24-26.  E.  P.  Klahr,  M.  D., 
President,  Horicon. 

Prof.  Russell  will  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Illinois  Society,  May 
19  and  20. 

Prof.  Bloyer  and  Dr.  J.  K.  Scudder  will  visit  the  Indiana  Society 
at  Indianapolis,  May  12. 

Prof.  Wintermute  will  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Iowa  Association  at 
Des  Moines,  May  19  and  20. 

Prof.  J.  R.  Spencer  will  be  the  guest  of  the  West  Virginia  Associa- 
tion at  Parkersburg,  May  12.  He  will  read  a  paper  before  the  Asso- 
ciation on  the  X-rays,  and  will  exhibit  the  apparatus  to  the  society. 

Prof.  Thomas  will  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Wisconsin  Association 
at  Milwaukee,  May  24-26.  He  will  read  a  paper  the  first  evening 
during  the  public  session  on  ''Eclecticism,  the  American  System  of 
Medicine. ' ' 


The  Ohio  Ontral  Eclectic  Medical  Society  held  its  regular  meeting 
at  the  Arion  Club  House,  Columbus,  March  11.  Papers  were  read  by 
Drs.  H.  DeCrow,  of  Newark,  on  "The  Mother  Before  and  After  Con- 
finement/'  and  D.  Clotts,  of  Gahanna,  on  "Typho-Malarial  Fever/' 
The  officers  for  the  present  year  are :  W.  E.  Postle,  M.  D.  President, 
West  Jefferson ;  W.  S.  Cole,  M.  D.  1st  Vice  President,  Columbus  ;  I. 
N.  Smith,  M.  D.,  2d  Vice  President,  Westerville ;  Fred.  O.  Williams, 
M.  D.,  Treasurer,  Columbus;  S.  M.  Sherman,  M.  D.,  Secretary,  Col- 
umbus ;  Bishop  McMillen,  M.  D.,  Assistant  Secretary  and  Librarian, 
Columbus.  This  Society  has  a  circulating  library  for  the  use  of  its 
members.  The  object  is  to  own  one  or  more  copies  of  every  Eclectic 
book  that  has  been  or  may  hereafter  be  published.  Any  physician 
having  or  knowing  of  an  old  Eclectic  work  that  will  be  donated  or 
sold,  will  please  correspond  with  the  librarian.  The  regular  meetings 
of  the  S(x*iety  are  held  on  the  second  Thursday  of  each  month. 


The  American  Medical  College,  St.  Louis,  held  its  graduating  ex- 
ercises March  16,  for  the  present  college  year,  in  the  amphitheater  of 
the  college.  The  degree  of  M.  D.  was  conferred  upon  twenty-four 
aspirants— twenty-one  gentlemen  and  three  ladies. 
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We  are,  without  doubt,  the  most  extensive  manufac- 
turers of  Orthopedic  Appliances  in  the  Central  States. 
Surgeons  and  physicians  entrusting  their  patients  to  us 
can  feel  assured  that,  through  our  extensive  experience, 
we  are  fully  able  to  furnish  the  most  modern  apparatus 
to  their  entire  satisfaction. 

Our  TRUSS  fitting  departments  are  in  charge  of 
expert  fitters,  and  our  facilities  for  supplying 

ELASTIC  STOCKINGS,  SUPPORTERS,  ETC. 
can  not  be  excelled. 
Correspondence  solicited. 

536  page    Catalogue    sent 
upon  request 

Has  Wocher  &  Son, 

Surgical  Instrument  lakers, 
X-Ray  Apparatus, 
Hospital  Furniture,  etc. 

23  West  Sixth  St.     , 
CINCINNATI,  O. 


ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  COLLEGE 

OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK, 
239  East  Fourteenth  St 

Excellent  facilities,  Chemical  and  Pathological  Laboratories, 
Dispensary  in  the  same  building. 
For  information  and  catalogue,  address 

G.  W.  BOSKOWITZ,  M.  D.,  Dean. 


The  «MA8TEB" 

Surgical  Elastic  Stockings, 

Fer  Tarleose  Vein,  Weak  aid  Swollea  Joiats,  Dropsy  of  the  Limbs,  Spralas,  Ac. 

Provided  with  the  patent  Non-Elastic  STAYS  AND  ADJUSTING  LOOPS, 
by  the  aid  of  which  they  can  be  drawn  on  easily,  like  pulline  on  a  boot.  They 
will  last  much  longer  than  the  old  style,  as  the  stays  prevent  them  from  belni? 
torn  apart  in  drawing  them  on.    All  kinds  and  sizes  in  thread  or  silk  elastic. 

-    FJ$',  *'~  Thf  °ld,  SfyU  <t**c*rded  on  account  of  fulling  a/art,  while  the  elastic 
u  still  t  n  good  condition. 

*'&  *•— 'f*< «Mr*» Style cannot /mil a/art  and consequently lasts  until  worn  out. 

Catalogue,  with  directions  for  measurement,  etc.,  sent  gratis. 

POMEROY    COMPANY 

19  B  Union  Square,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


Fig.  a. 
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VAGINAL  HKMAJMttS 


__  _    _  i.  >-«^  <». 
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J^^^f; 


A  simple  and  efficacious  method  of  treatment  that  does  away  with  the  un- 
certainty of  medicated  vaginal  injections. 

Directions. — One  or  two  to  be  inserted  into  the  vagina  each  night,  followed 
by  a  warm  water  douche  in  the  morning. 

Put  up  in  elegant  shape  for  physicians'  prescriptions  only. 

10RTH  CHEMICAL  COMMIT,  96  Maiden  Lane,  lei  York  City. 

Western  Branch,  Peoria*  III. 

For  Sale  by  WHOLESALE    DRUGGISTS. 

PRICES— Small  Packages,  50  cts. ;  Large  Packages,  $1.00. 
Send  for  samples  and  literature.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  refunded. 


Shepard's  Sanitarium,  Columbus,  0. 


TWO  DEPARTMENTS 


ON  THE  COTTAGE  PLAN. 


a;    Department  for  Nervous  and  Chrome  Disease*, 
b.    Department  for  Mental  Diseases. 

For  44  years  Dr.  Shepard  has  successfully  conducted  this  private  institution. 
Massage  has  always  been  used  with  other  moderm  treatment  a*  indicated. 

The  Department  for  Mental  Diseases  is  warmed  by  a  hot  water  and  hot  air. 
We  give  constant  personal  supervision  and  furaith  night  attendants. 
Alcoholic  and  Motphine  habits  Treated. 
Electricity  and  Electric  Baths  used. 
Many  improvements  have  recently  been  made.    Patients  find  the  Sanitarium 
a  beautiful  place,  where  they  secure  rest  and  comfort  while  being  treated. 
Write  us,  state  patient's  condition,  and  ask  for  terms  of  admission. 
Professional  Correspondence 
Solicited. 

Telephone  889.  Shepard's  Sanitarium,  Columbus,  0. 


JWrtuu  J  WM-  3HEPARD,  M  D. 
rnynctanB,  j  BIgH0P  McMILLEN,  M.  D. 
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The  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Publishers, 
Association  will  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  on  Monday,  May  31,  1897 
(the  day  preceding  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association) . 
Editors  and  publishers,  as  well  as  well  as  everyone  interested  in  Med- 
ical Journalism,  are  cordially  invited  to  attend,  and  participate  in  the 
deliberations.  Several  very  excellent  papers  are  already  assured,  but 
more  are  desired.  In  order  to  secure  a  place  on  the  program,  con- 
tributors should  send  titles  of  their  papers  at  once  to  the  Secretary, 

Chas.  Wood  Fassett,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 


Hie  Seventh  Annual  Commencement  of  the  Lincoln  Medical  Col- 
lege of  Cotner  University  at  Lincoln  Neb.,  was  held  in  the  Conserva- 
tory of  Music,  March  17.  Prof.  J.  B.  Conaway,  of  York,  delivered 
the  address  upon  the  part  of  the  faculty.  That  by  the  class  was  by 
Dr.  William  A.  Alton.  President  W.  Aylesworth  conferred  the  de- 
grees upon  fourteen  young  men. 


The  Commencement  Exercises  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of 
the  City  of  New  York  was  held  April  14,  1897.  The  valedictory  ad- 
dress was  delivered  by  W.  H.  Wyatt-Hannath. 


West  Virginia  Law. — The  West  Virginia  law  has  been  amended  to 
provide  for  the  appointment  of  reputable  physicians  on  the  Board  who 
may  have  been  in  practice  six  years,  instead  of  twelve  years,  as  the 
law  formerly  read.  At  the  next  examination  of  the  Board  either  Dr. 
Campbell  or  Dr.  Gaston  will  prepare  the  questions  on  materia  medica 
and  practice  for  Eclectic  applicants.  When  the  new  Board  is  ap- 
pointed in  May,  the  Eclectics  hope  to  be  represented  by  the  naming 
of  at  least  one  member. 


Another  Victory. — The  New  York  State  authorities  have  just  given 
the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City  of  New  York  representation 
in  the  Manhattan  State  Hospital.  This  is  a  move  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. Eclectics  will  eventually  get  their  just  dues  in  all  large  city 
hospitals. 

PERSONALS. 


GOVERNOR  MOUNT  HAS  APPOINTED  PROP.  W.  P. 
CTTRRYBR,  M.  D;f  OP  INDIANAPOLIS,  AS  THE  ECLECTIC 
KXMBSB  OP  THE  NEW  BOARD  OP  MEDICAL  REGIS- 
TRATION AND  EXAMINATION. 

Dr.E.  L.  Welbourn  continues  to  thrive  at  Union  City,  Ind.     He  is 
a  hostler  of  wide  experience. 

Dr.  T.  O.  Glenn,  E.  M.  L,  1895,  is  now  enjoying  a  boom  in  Dust- 
iness at  Bixford,  Pa.,  where  he  recently  located. 
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Prof.  H.  T.  Webster  has  removed  from  Oakland,  Cal.,  across  the 
Bay  to  San  Francisco.     His  new  address  will  be  230  Douglass  Ave. 

Dr,  Herman  DeCrow,  E.  M,  L,  1874,  recently  spent  several  days 
in  and  about  his  alma  mater.  The  doctor  has  an  excellent  business 
in  Newark,  O. 

Dr.  C  Vernon  Fox,  Amer.  Med.  ColL,  1893,  is  hustling  ahead  of 
the  crowd  at  Tripp,  S.  Dakota.  He  depends  upon  the  eclectic  means 
and  methods  ana  "gets  there"  daily. 

Dr.  G.  E.  House,  E.  M.  I.,  1894,  has  recently  removed  from  Fair- 
fax, O.  to  Winchester,  O,,  a  larger  and  better  place,  where  he  has  had 
"business  from  the  start,  and  prospects  are  good." 

Dr.  J.  L.  Smith,  E.  M.  L,  1878,  of  Hoagland,  Ind.,  recently  paid 
Cincinnati  and  his  aJma  mater  a  visit  He  is  one  of  the  veteran  Ec- 
lectic Pension  Examiners. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Butcher,  E.  M.  L,  1871,  continues  to  do  a  very  excellent 
business  at  Urbana,  O.  When  96  percent  of  a  business  is  cash,  it  is 
a  choice  one,  and  that  is  the  case  with  Dr.  R 

Dr.  Henrietta  C.  Dorman,  E.  M.  L,  1891,  (nee  Linkenbach)  is 
doing  very  nicely  at  San  Bernardino,  Cat  She  has  all  of  the  prac- 
tice she  can  well  attend  to,  and  that  is  what  she  deserves,  as  she  is  a 
very  competent  woman. 

Dr.  L.  N.  Yost,  E.  M.  I.,  1894,  is  happily  located  at  Fairmont,  W. 
Va.  He  has  an  excellent  business,  ana  it  "is  founded  upon  strictly 
Eclectic  practice."  He  will  attend  the  W.  V.  State  Ec.  Med.  Asso. 
at  Parkersburg,  May  12  and  13. 

Married— At  St  Joseph,  Ma, Dr.  John  Clark  Story,  E.  M.  L,  1889, 
to  Miss  Lura  May  Zimmerman. 

Died— At  Kansas  City,  Ma,  Jan.  18,  Dr.  H.  W.  Baggs, 

Died— At  Berne,  Ind.,  April  20.,  John  C.  Ulmer,  M.  D.,E.M.  L  ?96. 

Died— Lillie  F.,  wife  of  J.  C.  Grandstaff,  class  of  '99.  The  college 
classes  passed  resolutions  of  condolence  for  their  fellow-student 

Died — At  Richwood,  O.  Lorenzo  Cheney,  April  %  1896,  father  of 
W.   G.  Cheney,  class  of  1899. 

Wanted,  a  location.  Dr.  C.  N.  Brown,  Bennett,  1897,  wishes  to 
take  some  physician's  practice  from  now  until  Oct  next,  or  wUJ 
assist  some  physician  for  a  salary.  Refers  io  Dr.  W.  F.  Curryer,  of 
Indianapolis.    Address  Dr.  C.  N.  Brown,  421  Carroll  ave,  Chicago. 

Dr.  Geo.  Vance,  of  Cicero,  Ind ,  writes  us  that  he  can  locate  at  once 
in  good  paying  locations,  with  plenty  of  work,  six  Eclectics.  The 
places  are  vacant  on  account  of  removals.  A  man  that  can  speak 
German  will  find  an  excellent  location  in  one  of  these  places.  Write 
the  Doctor,  enclosing  stamp. 

Anyone  in  search  of  a  location  in  Indiana  can  hear  of  an  extra  op- 
portunity in  a  small  town,  but  good  country,  good  roads,  good  pay — 
no  soft  snap,  but  a  good  living — by  writing  and  enclosing  stamp  to 
Dr.  R.  O.  Hoffman,  E.  M.  I.,  1892,  Sebastopol,  Ind. 
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SANMETTO 


GENITO-URINARY  DISEASES. 


A  Sdwttflc  Btertlif  of  Trao  Swtal  ad  Saw  Palwetto  In  a  Pleasaet  Aromttc  Vehtda, 
A  Vitalizing  Tonio  to  the  Reproductive  System. 

SPECIALLY  VALUABLE  IN 

PROSTATIC  TROUBLES  OF  OLD  MEN-IRRITABLE  BLADDER- 

CYSTITIS-URETHRITIS-PRE-SENILITY. 


OOtt-OM  TtMpMatol  Four  Tl««  •  Day.  OD  CHEM.  CO.,  NEW  YORK. 


STANDARD  REMEDIES 


T)T AlTTpTTll WT  A  The  most  powerful  and  trustworthy 
*** v  w  ***  w  **«  *■«•  Uterine  Tonio  attainable  (eminent  gy- 
necologists bear  testimony  to  this)  in  dysmenorrhoea,  amenorrhoea,  menor- 
rhagia,  leucorrhoea,  subinvolution,  threatened  abortion,  vomiting  in  preg- 
nancy, chlorosis,  etc. 

PATPPnPTIVP  A  most  Reliable  Bemedy  in  External 
^-^<**<T  •»«■»**«■•«  *■  Eye  Diseases.  Highly  recommended  in 
simple,  acute,  and  chronic  catarrhal,  venereal,  blennorrhoeal  and  strumous 
or  scrofuluous  conjunctivitis,  marginal  blepharitis,  and  inflammation  of  the 
lachrymal  sac.     Sample  of  Palpebrine  mailed  free. 

WTJTTHOSINE  *r^e  Standard  Neurotic,  Anodyne,  and 
w  XA  **  **  vO  A«  **  Hypnotic.  Unexcelled  in  hysteria,  epilepsy, 
neurasthenia,  mania,  chorea,  uterine  congestion,  migraine,  neuralgia,  ana  all 
convulsive  and  reflex  neuroses.      It  contains  no  morphine  or  chloraL 

8ENNIN  E     The  NeW  ^Ltnerican  Antiseptic.    Unexcelled  as 
a  dry  dressing.      Entirely  odorless.     A  specific  in 
old  sores,  ulcers,  bubo,  exzeina,  pruritus,  burns,  scalds,  eta    Sample  of  Sen- 
nine  mailed  free. 

Literature,  Uterus  and  Appendages,  and  Cerebral  Localization  Lithographs, 
Formulas  and  Commendations  mailed  on  application. 

Samples  {full  size)  free,  physicians  paying  express  charges. 

DIOS  CHEMICAL  CO.  St  Louis,  Mo.,  u.  8.  a. 
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Fig.  S.  THK  Ft*.  3. 

EUREKA  OPERATING  CHAIR, 

BEST  AND  CHKAPEST,  ONLY  SS5.00. 

The  scoompanying  cnta  illustrate  the  general  appear- 
ance of  the  Eureka  Operating  Chair.  Its  structure  it 
yery  simple,  baring  no  cranks,  cog-wheels,  or  other  com- 
plications to  be  manipulated  In  adjusting  the  chair  to 
any  of  Its  many  positions.    Fie —  w—  * J~ --«-—-« 


Ft*.  4. 


other  chairs  which  pretend  to  be 


bear  In  mind  that  all 

_. b  pretend  to  be  adapted  to  the  wants  of 

the  operator  are,  owing  to  their  complicated  structure,  of 
huge  proportions  and  ponderous  weight ;  some  of  them, 
the  best,  weighing  about  160  pounds,  while  the  Eureka 
'  fhs  less  than  8D.  and  occupies  a  space,  when  folded  up,  of         Fig. 
1x66  inches,  and  can  be  carried  to  your  patient's  house 
in  your  buagy,  if  you  desire,  with  perfect  ease.   These  are  impor- 
tant advantages  which  no  other  chairs  possess.     Although  this 
chair  is  light,  it  is  by  no  means  lacking  in  strength,  stiffness,  or 
stability. 

Fig.  1  shows  the  chair  as  an  ordinary  office  chair  of  a  very 

idsome  appearance. 

Fig   8  •horns  U*  chair  lilted  back  a  little  more  and  head  rest 


added,  which  gl>es  an  excellent  position  for  examination  and 
ktment  of  diseases  of  the  head,  throat,  eye,  eta 
Figs.  8  and  4  show  the  dorsal  position  with  foot  rests  in  place. 


Fig. 


With  foot  rests  pushed  back  and  chair  levelled  up  you  hare  the 
8ims  position. 

Fig.  5  shows  the  chair  as  an  ordinary  operating  table  with  head  rest  slightly  raised. 

Fig.  6  shows  the  long  extension  head  attached  for  operations  where  much  room  is  desired. 

Fig.  7  shows  an  admirable  position,  which  is  only  corered  by  this  chair,  for  the  treatment  of 
hemorrhoids  and  diseases  of  the  rectum. 

Fig.  8  is  the  chair  folded  up  to  put  away  or  for  moving  from  place  to  place, 

The  EUREKA  CHAIR  CO.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE. 


DOCTOR! 

Ask  any  Doctor  who  reads  the 

Chicago  Medical  Times 

regularly,  and  our  word  for  it,  he 
will  say  it  is  one  of  the 

BEST  ECLECTIC 

MEDICAL  JOURNALS 
PUBLISHED. 

It  is  newsy,  breezy,  spicy,  reada- 
ble, thoroughly  scientific,  highly 
moral,  and  right  up  to  the  times  in 
specific  medicine  and  direct  thera- 
peutics. Sample  sent  on  aplica- 
tion     Terms  $2.00  per  year. 

Address  the  editor, 
TOTLMY  KLLINQWOOD,  M,  D. 
103  State  St.,  Chicago. 


OALIFORNA 

Medical  Journal 

Eclectic  in  Fiber  and  Fabric  .  . 
.  .  A  Continued  Post-Gradnate  Coust 

Filled  with  Original  New  and 
Practical  Articles. 

The  Latest  and  Best  in  Surgery  ' 
and  General  Medicine. 

Taken  by  Progressive  Physicians 
of  All  Schools. 

$1.50  PER  ANNUM* 

.   .  ADDRESS   .    . 

1422  Fokom  St.f 

SAN  FRAH0ISOO. 
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Physician  Wanted — I  desire  a  partner  to  assist  in  the  practice  of 
medicine.  For  particulars  address  W.  W.  Tooker,1  M.  D.,  Grover 
Hill,  Ohio. 

Bureau  of  Information. — Physicians  desiring  information  regarding 
locations  in  the  South-west  to  buy  or  sell,  write  with  four  cents  in 
stamps  to  W.  L.  Leister,  M.  D.,  Rogers,  Ark. 


READING    NOTICES. 


The  physician  of  to-day  looks  with  suspicion  or  skepticism  on  the 
flood  of  proprietary  preparations  offered  "to  the  medical  profession 
only, "  but  which  really  are  intended  to  catch  the  public  eye.  There 
are,  however,  certain  reliable  drug  firms  who  command  respect^  and 
patronage  of  the  medical  profession  by  their  reliable  galenical  prep- 
arations. Their  long  experience  in  the  business  and  the  facilities  at 
their  command  enable  them  to  put  up  reliable  and  palatable  mixtures 
which  extemporaneous  pharmacy  is  unable  to  do.  One  of  these  re- 
liable houses  is  that  of  Wm.'B.  Warner  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia.  A 
recent,  very  elegant,  and  palatable  preparation  of  this  house,  viz. : 
"Tono  Sumbul  Cordial"  should  be  familiar  to  every  practicing  physi- 
cian. The  formula  is  as  follows :  Sumbul  8  grs. ;  Ammon.  Ferri  Cit. 
4  gr. ;  Cinchona  (de-tannated)  5  grs. ;  Acid  Phosphates  4  grs. ;  Aro- 
matics  and  Sherry  Wine,  q.  s. — contained  in  each  tablespoonful. 

From  a  personal  experience  with  this  cordial  I  have  found  it  to  be 
a  true  tonic  to  the  stomach  and  most  pleasing  to  the  palate  taken  in 
tablespoonful  doses  before  meals  or  as  an  after-dinner  cordial  to  re- 
lieve flatulence  and  promote  digestion.  F.  S.  Grant,  M.  D. 


An  Acrostic — La  Grippe. 
All  the  nerves  gone  on  a  bender, 
Not  an  organ  is  exempt, 
Teeth  and  scalp  and  muscles  tender, 
Icy  chills,  the  bones  pre-empt ; 
Kaleidoscopic  are  the  symptoms  tender, 
As  they  over-run  the  system, 
Making  life  a  weary  region, 
No-one  able  to  resist  them. 
Is  there  nothing  that  will  cure? 
Antikamnia  will,  I'm  sure. 
Atlanta,  Ga.  Fred.  B.  Sutton,  M.  D. 


In  an  article  on  Salophen  in  the  Presse  Medicate,  Bousquet  con- 
cludes that  if  we  consider  all  the  affections  in  which  this  drug  has 
been  sufficiently  tested  to  permit  of  an  exact  opinion  as  to  its  efficacy, 
we  can  say  that  there  are  a  number  of  conditions  where  its  use  is  an 
important  therapeutic  resource  comprising  those  where  other  antipy- 
retics have  failed  or  have  been  ill  tolerated  by  the  patient  or  have 
otherwise  proved  inefficient 
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The  attention  of  the  medical  profession  is  earnestly  dire 
various  dangerous  decoctions  masquerading  as  Coca  win 
decoctions  are  intended  as  meretritious  imitations 
French  preparation,  4iVin  Mariani,"  which  has  been  so 
dorsed  by  and  whose  merits  are  so  well  known  to  the  med 
nity,  that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  enter  into  any  length!  i 
tion  here  of  its  virtues,  Investigation  discloses  that  thes 
coca -wines  are  generally  variable  solutions  of  the  alkaloid  t 
sweetened  wines  of  a  low  grade. 


The  favor  with  which  ZE  AN  iX,  R  &  Co.)  is  being  rec* 
hands  of  the  profession  would  indicate  that  it  is  a  very  vail 
tion  to  the  materia  medica.  It  is,  we  take  it,  not  ixnprope 
of  it  as  an  "addition, "  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Con 
long  been  known  for  its  anodyne  diuretic  properties,  Th 
tion  of  the  drug,  the  ordinary  fluid  extract,  has,  however,  I: 
inconvenient  because  of  the  bulk  necessary  to  secure  mart 
ZE-AN  (N,  B.  &  Co.)  is  a  highly  concentrated  preparat 
eight  times  the  strength  of  the  ordinary  fluid  extract 


Physicians  will  find  our  Brochure,  "Diphtheria  Antitoxic 
the  6th  edition  of  which  has  just  been  issued,  of  great  and 
value  in  their  study  on  the  use  of  the  serum  treatment  for  t 
The  booklet  gives  complete  details  as  to  the  methods  of  i 
pursued  in  our  laboratory  and  full  directions  for  its  use;  i 
able  papers  by  eminent  medical  authorities  relating  their  e 
and  conclusions     The  booklet  is  free,         H.  K,  Mclfosd  I 


Dr.  J,  R,  Andre,  of  Baltimore,  M4t  writes:  "I  am  usi 
sine  in  my  practice  and  find  it  the  most  efficient  remedy  3 
diseases,  and  the  very  best  hypnotic,  without  the  detrime 
effects  from  the  use  of  opium,  morphine,  or  chloral*1 


It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  I  report  the  good  ra 
the  use  of  Sanmetto  upon  myself.  I  have  been  a  suffen 
months  from  diabetes,  with  great  pain  just  before  passing 
From  the  use  of  two  and  one  half  bottles  of  Sanmetto  the 
removed  and  the  inflammation  checked,  I  have  prescribed 
several  times  since,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so. 

J.  N,  Stouey,  AL  Dm  Hill 


I  have  prescribed  Bromidia  with  pronounced  success  i 
cases  of  nervousness  and  restlessness,  and  in  one  case  of  a 
tis.  I  have  combined  Papine  with  Bromidia,  which  gave  I 
lief,  Cbas,  K  Quetil,  M.  D 
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A  SUBSTITUTE  FOR  THE  WHITEHEAD  AND  AMERICAN 

OPERATIONS.* 

By  David  Williams,  M.  D.v  Columbus,  O. 

IN  view  of  the  great  number  of  methods  suggested  for  the  relief  and 
cure  of  hemorrhoids,  one  should  hesitate  before  introducing  even 
one  more,  unless  there  is  a  very  good  reason  for  so  doing.  While 
craving  your  indulgence  for  the  many  imperfections  in  this  hastily 
prepared  paper,  I  hope  to  show  that  such  a  reason  does  exist,  and 
that  there  is  a  better  way  of  handling  those  severe  forms  of  hemor- 
rhoids for  which  the  Whitehead  operation,  and  its  offspring,  the 
American  operation,  were  devised.  These  operations  have  been 
boomed  in  certain  circles  to  such  an  extent  that  there  has  really  been 
danger  of  their  becoming  fads,  as  some  other  surgical  operations  have 
done,  to  the  dishonor  of  the  profession  and  the  mutilation  of  the  fair 
sex.  4<Orificial  surgery,"  as  has  been  and  still  is  taught  in  brief 
courses  in  one  of  our  large  cities,  must  bear  a  liberal  share  of  the 
odium  attached  to  this  condition  of  affairs.  This  reckless  mutilation 
of  t4the  form  divine"  cannot  be  continued  without  disastrous  results 
to  the  victims  and  an  humiliating  reaction  upon  the  profession.  In 
this  there  is  a  crying  demand  for  conservative  surgery. 

The  difference  between  the  Whitehead  and  American  operations  is 
about  the  same  as  that  which  existed  between  the  two  great  remedies 
which  the  old  lady  got  by  scraping  poplar  bark  down—  "Hypopolo- 
rum"— and  by  scraping  it  up — "Lowpopolhighrum. "  The  result  is 
the  same  in  both,  a  loss  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  alimentary  canal, 

t  Read  before  the  Cincinnati  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  Mar.  5, 1897. 
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which  is  as  important  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  or  1 
as  any  other  inch  in  it  There  is  a  very  large  number  of  v« 
able  surgeons  in  the  world  who  conscientiously  believe 
Operation*  should  have  no  place  in  surgery.  Dr.  Andrew 
cago, {Coiumbw  Medical  Jt>urwttf  July  23,  1895)  has  mad 
tion  of  two  hundred  and  one  cases  in  which  bad  results  foil 
operations.  Of  these,  twenty -three  had  incontinence  of 
flatus ;  twelve,  irritable  and  painful  anus  j  nine,  a  contract] 
1  Hilar  ulcer  with  stricture ;  eight,  loss  of  special  sense  by 
individual  is  warned  of  an  approaching  evacuation  ;  six,  s 
plications;  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  seven  reported 
bad  results  without  giving  accurate  descriptions  ;  and  man 

This  collection  was  obtained  by  correspondence  with  en 
in  Europe  and  America,  The'classirication  was  made,  not 
the  most  prominent  condition  in  each  case.  The  table  is  o 
of  course,  but  it  has  a  value  which  is  apparent. 

The  list  of  eminent  surgeons  which  he  gives  as  oppost 
operations  should  make  the  boldest  hesitate  before  adopt  id 
them.  He  estimates  that  about  four-fifths  of  those  who 
opinions  are  opposed  to  the  operations.  No  doubt  he  h 
but  a  small  percent  of  the  operators  and  has  gathered  hi 
bom  the  "regular"  school  only.  Eclectics  and  Homrroj 
have  furnished  him  just  as  valuable  information  and  leng 
list  very  materially. 

The  human  organism  is  supposed  to  be  endowed  with  ti 
sibly  six,  special  senses,  hearing,  seeing,  etc, ,  but  it  won 
fectly  proper  to  extend  this  list  so  as  to  include  various  or^ 
body  whose  functions  are  fully  the  equivalent  of  a  specials 
lower  inch  and  a  half  of  the  rectum  is  an  excellent  exampli 
mean.  It  is  al  ivmg  porta  exeremsnic^  every  atom  of  whicfc 
with  a  special  duty  and  subject  largely  to  the  will  of  the 
whose  pleasure,  comfort  and  convenience  are  perfected  in 
performance  of  its  functions.  No  like  amount  of  space  oi 
c;ui  be  substituted  for  this  highly  organized  and  specials 
the  body  any  more  than  could  the  transplantation  of  anj 
the  orbital  cavity  fill  the  place  and  perform  the  duties  of  ti 

In  all  cases  of  extensive  varicosity  with  bypertroph \\  wr 
moral  of  the  lower  portion  of  thr  peetwn  by  the  Whiteheac 
can  operation  has  been  especially  recommended,  I  am  su 
operation  which  1  shall  describe  will  give  the  Ijest  results* 

It  has  frequently  been  shown  that  large  portions  of  mu 
brane,  as  well  as  of  the  integument,  can  be  removed  in  sn 
without  impairing  the  function  of  the  pari  Nature 
producing  lost  tissue  when  not  too  far  removed  from  her  b 
plies.  I  have  seen  a  very  respectable  scrotum  grown  fron 
and  ragged  margin,  but  we  cannot  reasonably  expect  to  » 


NEW   OPERATION. 

with  complicated  and  complex  functions  reproduced  after  it  has  been 
removed  in  its  entirety. 

That  we  may  better  understand  the  philosophy  of  this  operation, 
before  describing  it,  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  a  few  points  in  the 
anatomy  of  the  rectum.  The  mucous  coat  is  very  vascular,  and  is  very 
loosely  attached  to  the  muscular  coat,  upon  which  it  is  freely  movable. 
The  longitudinal  fibers  of  its  muscular  coat  extend  all  the  way  around 
the  bowel,  and,  with  the  circular  fibers,  are  almost  as  well  developed 
as  those  of  the  oesophagus.    The  rectum  is  narrowest  at  its  upper  part 
and  widest  and  most  dilatable  just  above  the  anus,  the  ampulla  analis, 
and  when  empty  the  mucous  membrane  lies  in  longitudinal  folds  so 
that  a  cross  section  presents  a  stellated  appearance.    These  folds,  as 
they  converge  towards  the  internal  sphincter,  become  the  columnce 
recta1  Morgagniy  and  the  pockets  and  grooves  between  are  the  valves 
of  Morgagni.      These  columns  are  endowed  with  a  special  tactile 
sense  which  gives  warning  when  there  is  a  faecal  mass  to  be  evacuated, 
while  the  valves  secrete  and  hold  a  tenacious  lubricating  fluid,  which 
facilitates  the  delivery  of  the  hardened  excrement.     The  principle  ar- 
teries pass  in  a  longitudinal  direction,  giving  off  a  large  number  of 
lateral,  circular  branches,  which  freely  anastomose.     They  arise  from 
the  inferior  mesenteric,  internal  iliac,  and  internal  pudic.     The  veins 
are  similarly  arranged,  forming  about  the  lower  end  of  the  rectum  the 
hemorrhoidal  venous  plexus,      The  principle  vein  trunks  from  this 
plexus  follow  the  general  longitudinal  course  of  the  arteries  and  empty 
into  the  inferior  mesenteric  and  internal  iliac  veins.     It  is  the  varicose 
condition  of  this  hemorrhoidal  plexus  of  veins  that  constitutes  piles. 

The  papillae  which  are  found  in  every  normal  rectum  and  which 
"orificial"  surgeons  are  taught  to  remove  with  as  much  care  as  though 
they  were  imps  of  malignity,  are  centers  for  nerves  of  special  sense, 
as  are  the  papillae  circumvallatae  of  the  tongue  and  the  sensory  papil- 
lae of  the  lips,  and  should  be  respected  even  though  they  do  occupy 
an  humble  and  obscure  portion  of  the  body. 

Instruments. — The  instruments  necessary  for  this  operation  are  to 
be  found  in  every  surgeon's  armamentarium.  They  are :  a  large  bi- 
valve rectal  speculum,  a  pair  of  strong  "T"  forceps  with  deeply  ser- 
rated jaws  and  free  open  space  between  the  shanks,  an  inch  or  more 
in  length,  the  "T"  being  at  least  an  inch  long,  long-handled  tenacu- 
lum straight  from  the  angle  to  the  point,  a  scalpel,  a  good  needle- 
holder,  plenty  of  round,  full  curved  needles,  and  good  cat-gut 

The  Operation. — The  patient  having  been  prepared  by  a  thorough 
cleansing  externally  and  internally,  is  completely  anaesthetized  and 
placed  on  the  operating  table  in  a  good  light.  The  anus  is  thoroughly 
dilated  with  a  speculum,  about  an  inch  of  the  diseased  tissue  is  caught 
up  with,  the  tenaculum,  thrust  deeply  into  the  mass,  and  drawn  into 
the  jaws  of  the  "T"  forceps  far  enough  to  include  the  length  of  tis- 
sue which  the  operator  desires  to  remove,  remembering  that  the  part 
removed  is  double  the  length  drawn  into  the  forceps. 
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Close  the  forceps  tightly.  Pass  a  suture  deeply  into  the  tissues 
close  to  each  end  of  the  "T"  of  the  forceps,  and  tie  firmly.  Pass 
three  or  more  sutures  from  above  downward,  around  the  "T,"  well 
beyond  the  bite  of  the  forceps,  leaving  the  ends  long  enough  to  tie 
easily.  Cut  off  the  tissues  close  to  the  forceps,  and  tie  the  sutures. 
By  leaving  the  ends  of  the  first  two  sutures  long  enough  for  the  assis- 
tant to  hold,  the  remaining  ones  are  more  easily  tied.  Then  cut  the 
sutures  off  close.  This  is  repeated  around  the  rectum  as  necessary, 
always  leaving  a  half  inch  of  tissue  undisturbed  between  the  bites  of 
the  forceps.  The  line  of  each  incision  should  be  a  little  above  or  be- 
low its  predecessor,  thus  making  a  broken  line  of  cicatrices  around 
the  rectum,  and  thereby  diminishing  the  possibilities  of  stricture,  as 
contraction  is  most  apt  to  follow  a  cicatrix. 

Make  no  effort  to  remove  the  whole  of  the  varicosity,  for  if  a  third 
of  it  is  removed  the  rest  will  disappear.  Preserve  as  much  of  the 
healthy  rectum  as  possible,  and  do  not  remove  even  a  single  papilla, 
if  it  can  be  avoided,  unless  it  shows  'disease.  Preserve  the  circum- 
ference of  the  ampulla  analis  as  much  as  possible. 

There  is  but  little  loss  of  blood,  even  in  the  worst  cases,  but  should 
a  "spouter"  continue  to  bleed  after  the  sutures  are  tied,  pass  another 
around  it.  Blow  iodoform  into  the  wounds,  pack  loosely  with  iodo- 
form gauze,  and  keep  the  patient  in  bed  for  from  ten  days  to  two 
weeks.  The  gauze  should  be  removed  in  six  or  eigiit  hours.  Should 
there  be  any  indurated  external  pile  tumors,  they  should  be  snipped 
off  after  the  other  work  is  dona 

It  may  be  urged  that  this  method  will  cause  an  irregular  puckering 
where  the  tissue  is  removed,  and  leave  pouches,  in  the  intervals,  which 
will  be  difficult  to  empty,  but  experience  proves  this  not  to  be  the 
•case.  The  great  elasticity  and  contractility  of  the  part  helps  nature 
to  shape  what  remains  into  a  perfect  rectum,  with  all  the  tactile  and 
special  sense  of  the  organ  unimpaired. 

The  "slit"  operation  is  in  favor  with  many  of  our  best  surgeons, 
and  answers  the  purpose  beautifully  in  most  of  the  milder  cases,  but 
where  much  tissue  is  to  be  removed  it  should  not  be  considered,  as 
the  rectal  caliber  is  too  greatly  diminished  thereby.  It  is  exceedingly 
rare  that  the  circumference  of  the  rectum  should  be  diminished,  but 
quite  common  that  it  should  be  shortened. 

I  do  not  wish  to  weary  you  with  a  report  of  cases,  but  would  like  to 
briefly  describe  a  single  case,  which  is  typical  of  my  experience  with 
this  operation,  and  which  was  referred  to  me  by  Dr.  Welling,  of  Wor- 
thington,  Ohio,  about  six  years  ago. 

A  man  about  seventy  years  of  age  had  a  varicose  condition  of  the 
entire  hemorrhoidal  plexus,  with  chronic  prolapse  and  hypertrophy  of 
the  mucous  membrane  of  twenty  years'  duration — an  ideal  case  for 
the  Whitehead  or  American  operations.  I  gave  him  this  operation, 
and  in  three  or  four  months  he  reported  with,  as  he  expressed  it,  'the 
best  rectum  in  Franklin  county. "    In  this  case  we  encircled  the  entire 
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rectum,  and  removed  about  one  and  a  half  inches  of  its  longitude 
with  each  bite  of  the  forceps.  The  accompanying  photogravure  will 
aid  in  a  better  understanding  of  the  operation. 


Eiplvsation. — This  cut  is  from  a  photograph  of  a  section  of  the 

^vctum  and  anus  laid  open,  with  about  an  inch  of  the  integument. 

lumbers  I  and  2  represent  the  ligatures  at  each  end  of  the  **T;*T 

numbers  3  and  4  show  the  ^nds  of  the  sutures  held  bj  forceps  while 

•  ie  is  about  to  be  severed  close  to  the  UT  ;M  number  5  shows 

\**'otion  completed,  with  the  sutures  in  place*     In  this  ease  about 

an  inch  of  the  tissues  are  removed  from  the  length  of  the  rectum. 
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SOCIAL    PURITY,    FROn    A    PHYSICIAN'S    STANDI 
By  J*  D.  Dodge,  n.  DM  Cuyahoga  Falls,  0. 

THIS  article  relates  not  only  to  social  purity,  but  to  sea 
ology  and  hygiene.  I  have  never  been  able  to  imdei 
there  should  be  any  impropriety  in  teaching  this  subject  in 
schools.  Thinking  we  are  building  the  highest  cirilizati 
leaving  out  of  our  educational  structure  an  important  eoi 
which  1  believe  should  be  placed  in  its  proper  position.  Y< 
parents  instruct  their  children,  but  parents*  as  a  rule,  do 
and  their  children  an*  left  to  curse  or  b&  cursed  by  the 
ignorance,  The  first  concern  of  an  architect  is  the  foun 
tin-  safety  and  efficiency  of  the  superstructure  depend  upon 
we  know  that  the  same  law  holds  good  in  the  human  fad] 
the  foundation  and  home  of  the  Bonl 

'Tlh' function  or  use  of  the  sexual  organs  is  genaratSo 
duction,  together  with  an  action  fckffdttgb  absorption  OO  t 
nervous  system,  which  gives  to  the  sexes  their  physical  I 
intellectual  characteristics.  Through  lymphatic  absorpti 
inforce,  in  a  special  way,  the  action  of  the  spinal  cord  and 

Then*  \>  ora  very  important  truth,  which  the  smallest  ehi 
derstand,  and  should  lie  taught  by  parents  rind  those  havh 
charge,  and  that  is,  that  the  sexual  organs  should  never  b 
touched,  nor  thought  of,  except  what  is  necessary  for  cJ e; 
bathing,  and  in  passing  the  water.  Teach  them  that  just 
is  sensitive,  and  the  sight  easily  destroyed,  so  these  organ; 
tive,  and  if  they  do  not  let  them  alone,  they  may  dothemse 
if  not  lasting  harm.  Teach  your  children  not  to  listen 
stories,  nor  keep  the  company  of  those  who  relate  them, 
grow  older,  inform  them  of  all  they  need  to  know,  before  th 
the  costly  school  of  experience. 

It  is  said  that  a  large  proportion  of  those  confined  in  insa] 
become  deranged  through  perverted  wmal  indulgences 
kinds,  and  the  mental  depression  established  b?  mtisturb 
the  same  source  can  tie  traced  many  cases  of  consumption* 
nia  or  nervous  debility,  various  other  diseases,  much  of  dn 
and  many  cases  of  suicide.  Among  natural  excitants  to  thi 
a  long  foreskin  with  retained  secretions  which  cause  irri 
worms  in  the  rectum,  and  constipation. 

The  peculiar  sensation  caused  by  masturbation  aod  o 
that  usually  accompanying  seminal  emissions,  is  called  a 
which  is  a  profound  shock  to  the  nervous  system,  and  it  is 
does  the  principal  harm  ;  so  that  boys  and  girls  not  yet  art 
age  of  puberty,  and  women  who  suffer  no  loss  in  the  act,  a 

1 1  "art  of  an  address  delivered  Sunday  evening.  Feb,  7, 1897.  at  a  special  t* 
only.  In  the  First  Congregational  Church  ol  Cuyahoga  Falls,  O,,  by  niftiest 
Rev,  Henry  t*  unifier, 
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as  much  as  men  who  lose  seminal  fluid  during  the  orgasm,  however 
produced 

The  best  cure  for  this  habit,  as  for  all  others,  is  to  stop  it  at  once ; 
keep  the  whole  body  clean  and  healthful,  and  the  mind  pure  and. free 
from  improper  thoughts.  Good  books  and  friends,  pleasant  labor,  a 
noble  purpose  in  life,  and  the  direction  of  the  energies  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  such  purpose,  will  all  aid  in  the  return  to  a  proper  life. 

Children  should  not  be  allowed,  as  a  rule,  to  eat  highly  seasoned 
food,  cakes  and  pastries,  nor  use  tea,  coffee,  chocolate,  cocoa,  alco- 
holic drinks,  or  tobacco,  for  all  these  tend  to  excite  the  sexual  organs. 
"The  food  should  consist  largely  of  fruits,  vegetables,  and  milk  if 
agreeable"  It  would  be  better  for  the  general  health  of  all  the  peo- 
ple, if  they  would  use  flour  of  the  entire  wheat,  which  contains  more 
gluten,  more  nutrition,  and  furnishes  material  for  the  bones  and  teeth, 
instead  of  the  white  flour,  which  is  chiefly  starch.  Whole  wheat  flour 
is  finer  and  more  agreeable  than  graham.  Meat  and  eggs  are  also 
stimulating  to  the  sexual  nature.  It  is  said  that  avoidable  errors  in 
diet  are  responsible  for  more  than  half  the  diseases  which  embitter 
human  life. 

Just  how  an  individual  shall  control  himself,  is  a  matter  of  habit 
It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  there  is  a  nerve  center  in  the  brain  for  every 
part  and  function  of  the  body :  a  center  which  controls  the  arms,  and 
one  which  controls  the  lower  extremities ;  a  center  for  speech,  one  for 
digestion,  one  for  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  and  one  which  controls 
the  sexual  organism  The  brain,  or  thought  acting  through  it,  does 
everything ;  the  body  is  only  its  servant  The  man  who  uses  the  arms 
a  great  deal,  has  that  portion  of  the  brain  which  controls  the  arms 
most  developed,  so  that  it  is  easy  for  the  blacksmith  to  strike  with  the 
hammer  continually.  That  part  of  the  brain  controlling  the  lower 
extremities  is  largely  developed  in  the  trained  pedestrian,  so  that  it  is 
easy  for  him  to  walk  long  distances.  It  is  because  of  this  power  of 
development  in  the  brain,  the  nerves  and  muscular  systems,  that  the 
trained  workman,  artist  and  author,  can  do  things  which  are  impossi- 
ble to  the  untrained,  though  they  may  understand  the  details  very  well 
The  brain  is  a  great  electric  battery,  having  nearly  a  billion  cells, 
which  generate  the  life  force  that  is  conducted  to  every  part  of  the 
body  by  nerve  fibers.  These  cells  are  in  some  respects  like  soldiers, 
for  they  have  to  be  drilled  to  do  our  work,  and  being  drilled,  they 
want  to  keep  doing  the  things  which  they  have  learned  to  do. 

These  facts  explain  the  power  of  habit  The  man  who  cultivates 
the  best  side  of  his  nature  finds  it  easy  to  do  good,  and  hard  to  do 
evil ;  while  he  who  cultivates  his  worst  qualities  finds  it  easy  to  do 
wrong,  and  hard  to  do  right  The  sensualist  has  that  part  of  the  brain 
which  governs  the  sexual  organism  unduly  developed,  so  that  the 
mind  and  life  trend  heavily  in  that  direction.  The  principal  remedy 
is  to  cultivate  the  opposite,  till  the  brain  is  rightly  balanced  for  the 
legitimate  work  of  life.  Let  the  moral  sentiments  and  the  enlightened 
intellect  have  their  due  control. 
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Those  parts  of  the  sexual  organs  called  the  testicles  and 
tribute  very  largely  to  the  changes  which  take  place  in 
Ixxiy  at  and  after  puberty.  The  testicles  secrete  froc 
fluid  called  semen,  which  is  the  seed  of  man.  A  portion 
is  re-absorbed,  and  after  being  modified  by  the  lymphatic 
back  into  the  blood,  and  performs  an  important  part  in  ■ 
and  beautifying  and  otherwise  developing  the  body  and  i 
a  portion  of  it  is  carried  by  the  ducts  called  the  vas  def 
the  arch  of  the  pelvis,  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  bladder 
stored  in  two  sacs  or  reservoirs,  the  vesicuhe  semiualea 
are  attached  to  the  bottom  of  the  bladder  and  to  the  rec 
portion  of  the  bowel,  so  that  they  are  subject  to  pressure 
organs  are  distended.  Sooner  or  later  they  become  full, 
I  natural  tendency  for  them  to  be  emptied*  Either  beca 
sure  of  urine  in  the  bladder,  or  fecal  matter  m  the  rectun 
mere  fact  of  their  fullness,  an  irritation  is  set  up,  whicl 
the  unmarried.  give*  rise  to  amorous  dreams,  followed  b; 
tary  discharge  of  semen.  It  is  generally  believed  and  t 
medical  profession,  that  these  discharges,  within  certain 
natural  and  not  injurious.  During  the  springtime  of 
hood,  when  all  Hit  margin  <>f  life  am  1  winding,  and 
system  strung  to  a  high  tension,  little  if  anything  eta 

But  there  is  an  ideal  life,  in  which  the  forces  »>f  thr 
well  distributed  that  only  so  much  semen  is  elaborate  I  m 
once  re-absorbed  by  the  lymphatics,  and  automatically  re 
blood  to  build  and  strengthen  the  animal  economy.  A 
but  few  young  men  will  ever,  under  the  present  modes  c 
to  this  high  degree  of  perfection,  nevertheless  all  should 
proach  as  near  to  the  ideal  as  possible  by  right  living. 

It  is  said  that  "Sir  Isaac  Newton,  who  lived  to  an  ad 
and  who  is  known  as  the  most  remarkable  mathematician 
philosopher  of  his  own  or  perhaps  of  any  other  age,  left 
statement  ascribing  his  remarkable  achievements  in  scic 
losophy  to  the  fact  that  not  a  particle  of  semen  was  evi 
pass  from  his  Ixxiy*  His  vitality  was  abundantly  taxed  t 
frequent  prolonged  activity  of  his  brain,  the  fruits  of  v 
joyed  by  all  the  world" 

The  frequency  with  which  these  discharges  may  occur 
pairment  of  health,  depends  altogether  on  the  strength  ol 
ual  If  they  occur  habitually  several  times  in  a  we*-k,  or 
times  in  a  night,  the  exhaustion  is  quite  severe,  and  th 
utually  a  fit  subject  for  treatment  by  a  competent  physic 
sen  the  frequency  of  these  losses,  the  dietary  and  other 
enumerated  should  be  followed.  Empty  the  bladder  the 
night  and  the  first  thing  in  the  morning,  and  see  that  the 
daily.  Keep  the  stomach  in  good  condition  by  properly  i 
masticated,  and  temperately  eaten  food.  The  power  of  u 
disease  b  miraculous,  if  she  is  but  given  a  fair  chance. 


SOCIAL  PURITY.  315 

The  reason  pf  man  can,  if  it  will  persevere  in  the  task,  turn  the 
stream  of  these  turbulent  passions  into  useful  channels,  and  cause 
that  part  of  the  animal  economy  which  has  power  to  ruin,  to  contribute 
most  to  success.  For  there  will  be  no  sexual  desire  without  the  co  op- 
eration of  the  mind ;  and  the  mental  and  spiritual  power  is  increased 
by  the  reservation  of  these  energies.  We  can  not  keep  wrong  thoughts 
from  coming  into  our  minds,  but  we  can  refuse  to  entertain  them.  Our 
day  thinking  governs  our  night  thinking  and  dreaming.  Thought  is 
more  powerful  than  the  body  itself.  If  you  strike  a  man  on  the  head, 
thus  depriving  him  of  all  thought,  what  does  his  strong  body  do  but 
fall  in  a  helpless  mass?  and  when  he  returns  to  consciousness,  what 
bat  thought  causes  him  to  rise  to  his  feet  again?  Thought  brings  the 
blush  or  the  paleness  of  death  to  the  face.  It  causes  the  tears  to  flow 
and  the  stomach  to  reject  its  contents.  Without  its  help  you  can  not 
hear  or  see,  and  by  its  action  on  the  heart  and  nervous  system,  it  has 
been  known  to  produce  death.  In  like  manner  sexual  thoughts  cause 
the  sexual  organs  to  become  flushed  with  blood,  desire  fastens  upon 
the  individual,  involuntary  losses  occur,  or  he  is  put  under  great  temp- 
tation to  do  what  his  better  judgment  tells  him  is  entirely  wrong  and 
injurious.  Direct  the  thoughts  aright,  and  these  organs  will  usually 
return  to  their  normal  condition.  The  foundations  for  all  adulterous 
and  otherwise  sexually  intemperate  life,  so  far  as  they  are  not  heredi- 
tary, are  most  often  laid  in  childhood  and  youth,  when  those  who 
should  know  better,  as  if  with  malice  aforethought,  entertain  the  young 
with  lascivious  stories,  or  exhibit  pictures  of  a  like  character,  and  bandy 
the  most  wanton  suggestions,  which  put  the  mind  into  a  state  which 
excites  improper  sexual  desire.  It  is  as  if  the  gates  of  hell  were 
opened,  and  all  the  imps  of  darkness  were  turned  loose  with  the  pur- 
pose of  ruining  innocent  young  men.  As  though  Satan  himself  should 
say,  "Cast  yourself  down  from  the  virtuous  eminence  upon  which  you 
stand,  and  you  shall  not  be  injured." 

'Thoughts  are  things,' *  and  if  we  send  forth  aught  but  pure  ones, 
we  not  only  show  forth  the  foulness  of  our  own  life,  but  we  make  foul 
and  impure  the  life  of  others.  The  professed  Christian  who  descends 
to  this  kind  of  entertainment,  has  not  properly  learned  the  alphabet 
of  Christianity. 

The  years  between  puberty  and  marriage  are  filled  with  great  dan- 
gers to  young  men.  If  their  minds  are  not  properly  directed,  they 
are  greatly  tempted  to  indulge  in  improper  relations  with  women. 
The  civil  and  religious  laws  against  this  vice  are  justly  very  severe. 
Any  man,  young  or  old,  who  proposes  thus  to  lead  a  woman  from  the 
path  of  virtue,  really  proposes  to  rob  her  of  her  honor  and  character, 
which  are  her  greatest  wealth.  And  as  such  an  act  is  almost  sure  to 
result  in  impregnation  and  offspring,  it  means  her  lasting  shame  and 
disgrace.  The  young  man  with  perhaps  a  feeling  of  gallantry  for 
respectable  young  women,  may  betake  himself  to  her  who  makes  a 
business  of  this  kind  of  sin.     But  his  gallantry  is  likely  to  be  poorly 


218 


-       1AL    PURITY. 


rewarded,  for  instead  of  ruining  a  woman,  he  is  in  the  gres 
hl*>  danger  of  being  himself  ruined.  In  other  words,  he  Ls  1 
to  get  a  loathsome  disease,  from  the  evil  effects  of  which  he 
fully  recover-  He  is  quite  sure  to  contract  gonorrhoea,  1 
painful  inflammation  of  the  urethra,  or  urinary  passage  leac 
bladder.  The  disease  may  extend  to  the  testicles,  affect  in  j 
seriously  in  some  cases  as  to  cause  impotence  or  loss  of  pc 
produce.  It  may  also  cause  serious  disease  of  the  prost 
mthmimatiou  of  the  bladder  mid  kidneys,  and  leave  a  ling 
charge  called  gleet  This  disease  is  many  times  followed 
tttn  of  the  urethra,  which  consists  of  a  narrowing  of  tt 
canal  leading  to  the  bladder,  that  may  become  entirely  elos 
of  the  most  shocking  surgical  operations  which  I  har< 
have  been  the  ripping  open  of  this  canal  for  the  relief  of  tl 
When  communicated  to  women,  gonorrhoea  often  results  in 
and  permanent  impairment  of  health. 

Then  there  is  a  worse  disease  which  is  likely  to  be  caugh 
ll  s\  philis,  more  commonly  known  as  pox*  It  affects  the  bk 
skin,  and  often  the  brain  and  other  parts  of  the  body.  It  Ki 
nied  by  wires  in  the  mouth  and  throat,  an  eruption  and 
sores  on  the  skin,  certain  forms  of  paralysis,  and  painful 
HQAOi  *he  Ijonea  This  is  the  disease  which  sometimes 
the  nose,  and  disfigures  the  victim  so  terribly  as  to  make  de 
able.  Ami  this  is  not  all.  The  affection  lasts  for  years,  8 
transmitted  to  their  children,  should  they  beget  any  while 
influence. 

Into  such  dangers,  then,  does  the  young  man  run.  wh 
unlawfully  gratify  his  lustful  desires.  But  perhaps  you 
the  laws  of  nature  from  childhood*  and  in  the  glorious  s 
young  manhood  you  take,  in  lawful  marriage,  a  woman 
BW&tJ  way  except  in  physical  strength,  your  equal  But 
having  in  all  things  conformed  to  the  law,  you  are  in  gre 
Because  of  a  lack  of  instruction,  or  improper  information, 
recklessness,  you  may  look  upon  marriage  as  a  license  to 
Bestial  indulgence;  and  if  you  do,  you  will  one  day  gwtl 
fact  that  love  has  flown  from  your  home,  while  broken  h 
bitterness,  if  not  death,  have  taken  its  place,  "The  exen 
sexual  function  is  accompanied  by  the  most  exhausting  e: 
of  nervous  and  vital  energy  of  which  the  body  is  capahl 
HttnhOOdt  E.  K  SheparxL  "Its  effect  upon  an  undeveloj 
is  to  retard  the  growth,  weaken  the  constitution,  and  dwar 
fact" — Plain  Faet$f  Kellogg*  Beard  and  Rockwell 
ninth  etna  asserts  that  "excess  in  a  normal  way  tends  to 
hate  their  partners  in  excess;  that  theunhappiest  marriage 
in  which  there  is  the  greatest  indulgence;  irritability,  a  vet 
tive  hatred  and  disgust  toward  the  object  of  former  love*  1 
tracted  sexual  debauch,  ** 
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There  would  be  fewer  family  jars,  fewer  divorces,  and  fewer  ques- 
tions as  to  whether  or  not  marriage  is  a  failure,  if  married  people 
would  be  temperate  in  this  respect  ~We  do  not  now-a-days  believe  in 
a  literal  hell  of  fire  and  brimstone,  into  which  sinners  are  cast  after 
death ;  but  when  the  diseases  which  are  disseminated  by  immorality, 
and  the  effects  of  all  broken  natural  laws,  are  rightly  understood,  we 
see  that  there  is  a  literal  hell  on  earth ;  while  for  those  who  obey  all 
natural  laws — and  I  use  the  term  in  the  sense  that  the  so  called  super- 
natual  and  divine  are  natural — there  is  a  literal  heaven  and  an  earthly 
paradise  here  in  this  world. 

It  is  good  hygiene  for  people,  whether  married  or  not,  to  sleep  in 
separate  beds.  The  ideal  sexual  life  is  that  in  which  coition  is  indulged 
in  only  for  the  purpose  of  reproduction ;  or  at  most  where  offspring  is 
a  welcome  result  It  should  be  avoided  entirely  during  pregnancy, 
and  preferably  during  lactation,  in  order  that  no  untoward  influence 
shall  mar  the  health  of  the  unborn  or  the  nursing  child,  and  that  the 
mother  be  not  overtaxed  by  too  frequent  gestation.  It  has  been  said 
well  and  wisely  by  an  eminent  woman,  that  "maternity  is  the  most 
beautiful,  the  healthiest  glory  of  woman ;  it  is  a  love  dream  in  palpa- 
ble form ;  and  comes  smilingly  to  demand  her  tenderness  and  her 
kisses."  Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  new  woman,  it  is  certain  that 
the  true  woman  will  not  desire  to  escape  the  queenly  office  of  mater- 
nity. Those  whc>  without  lawful  cause,  adopt  meanB  for  the  preven- 
tion of  conception  and  offspring,  other  than  continence  or  abstinence, 
bieak  a  law  of  nature,  which  is  a  law  of  God,  place  themselves  to  that 
extent,  on  a  level  with  the  inmates  of  the  brothel,  and  must  eventually 
suffer  for  their  pains. 

"Cherish  your  body,  for  God  made  it  great ; 
It  has  a  guest  of  might  and  hi*h  estate. 
Keep  the  shrine  noble,  handsome,  high  and  whole 
For  in  it  lives  God's  work,  a  kingly  soul."-  J.  B.  Wiggin. 


THE  CASTRO-INTESTINAL  AFFECTIONS  OF  CHILDREN. 
By  Prof.  Lyman  Watklns,  fl.  D.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

INFANTILE  mortality,  to  the  extent  of  40  per  cent,  is  due  to  gas- 
tro-intestinal  lesions,  therefore,  the  prevention  and  relief  of  these 
affections  becomes  a  matter  of  solicitude, not  only  to  parents  and  phy- 
sicians, but  to  the  commonwealth. 

The  chief  cause  of  digestive  derangements  is  dietary,  the  greatest 
mortality  arising  in  those  unfortunate  infants,  who,  deprived  of  their 
natural  food,  are  compelled  to  rely  upon  some  other  source  of  suste- 
nance ;  for  although  the  subject  of  infant  feeding  has  received  the  at- 
tention of  medical  men  for  many  years,  there  are  still  problems  to  be 
solved. 

The  proper  food  for  an  infant  is  milk  from  a  healthy  mother,  but  a 
perfect  physique  and  a  rotund  mammary  gland  are  sometimes  decep- 
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tire.  These  mammae  may  be  almost  devoid  of  milk  glands, 
viding  lacteal  fluid  normal  either  in  quality  or  quantity,  ai 
quently  the  child  may  be  continually  on  a  starvation  diet 
comparatively  poorly  developed  and  scrawny  woman  may, 
flabby  breasts,  secrete  large  quantities  of  nutritious  milk, 
ably  influencing  the  mammary  secretion,  the  mother  should 
and  temperate  in  her  habits,  her  strength  should  not  be  < 
but  moderate  exercise  is  beneficial,  plenty  of  time  for  sleep 
allow  eel  and  all  sources  of  excitement  and  mental  worry  avc 
diet  should  be  liberal  and  nourishing  and  of  such  a  charact 
regulate  the  bowels  without  medicine. 

Cow's  milk,  modified,  as  a  rule,  is  the  most  suitable  subs 
that  of  the  mother.     However,  there  is  something  more  tc 
simply  prescribe  this  fluid.     The  child  should  not  be  given 
unhealthy  animals,   kept  amidst  filthy  disease-producing 
ments.      It  has  been  suggested  that  milk  from  a  number  c 
"mixed  milk"  should  be  used,  on  the  theory  that  if  there 
healthy  cow  in  the  herd,  the  milk  from  that  animal  will  be 
less  harmful,  diluted  with  the  normal  product  of  the  rest 
be  stilt  better  to  select  a  healthy  animal  and  provide  for  1 
some  food,  pure  water,  and  a  clean  stable.     It  is  also  well  to 
the  milk  from  the  time  it  leaves  the  udder  until  it  reaches 
all  possible  care  being  taken  to  avoid  infection.     When  mill 
the  requirements  cannot  be  obtained,  there  still  remain  the; 
prepared  foods,  of  which  there  are  a  number  of  excellent  vs 
the  market      These  may  be  made  use  of,  endeavoring  to 
best  for  a  given  case,  as  it  will  be  found  that  changes  are 
to  meet  the  conditions. 

In  artificial  feeding  the  care  of  the  nursing  bottle  is  of  in 
The  common  four  or  six  ounce  prescription  vial  with  a  rubt 
can  be  washed  in  sterilized  water  or  boiled,  and  being  in< 
several  can  be  kept  on  hand,  ready  for  alternate  use.  This 
than  most  of  the  patented  nursing  bottles,  especially  those 
glass  and  rubber  tube  combination.  The  tubing  is  difficu 
and  thus  becomes  a  nidus  for  fermentative  material,  whic 
our  efforts  at  sterilization  futile. 

The  child  should  not  be  allowed  to  swill  constantly,  for  it 
quantity  that  can  be  introduced  into  the  stomach,  but  th 
■  Hir«  -<u  <1  and  assimilated  that  conduces  to  its  welfare.  An 
amount  of  fluid,  poured  into  the  feeble  stomach,  will  do  nc 
than  tfood.  Teach  the  child  regularity  in  feeding  and  in 
aud  do  not  endeavor  to  stifle  every  whimper  with  the  rubtx 
for  the  crying  of  the  infant  may  be  due  to  an  already  o^ 
stomach.  The  regimen  should  be  strictly  guarded  and  no 
inttted  but  the  sterilized  preparations  known  to  be  above 
It  is  best  to  watch  these  little  patients,  and  by  so  doing,  al 
fiirieriug  the  feeding  of  the  first  importance,  we  may  steer  cl 
dangerous  shallows  and  breakers  of  infancy. 
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In  artificial  support,  so  many  matters  demand  attention  that  some 
of  them  may  be  forgotten  or  neglected.  Constant  care  is  the  price 
that  must  be  paid  for  the  life  of  an  infant,  deprived  of  its  natural 
source  of  sustenance,  and  even  at  best  its  chances  for  existence  are 
curtailed.  If  mothers  could  be  impressed  with  this  fact,  perhaps  the 
physician  would  not  be  so  often  met  with  the  whining  complaint, 
"Doctor,  what  shall  we  feed  the  baby?    I  cannot  nurse  it. " 

It  is  no  secret  that  some  women,  especially  society  ladies,  who,  after 
every  subterfuge  in  their  power,  unfortunately  reproduce,  stub- 
bornly refuse  to  give  their  offspring  that  support  which  God  and  na- 
ture intended,  forsooth,  they  cannot  attend  to  their  numerous  social 
functions  and  at  the  same  time  nurse  a  child ;  anyhow,  to  do  this 
would  detract  from  the  beauty  of  the  breast  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  such  selfish  creatures  ever  conceive.  It  would  be  better  for  the 
degenerate  race  to  die  out  However,  it  is  a  shame  that  so  many  piti- 
ful infants  should  perish  because  of  perverse  mothers.  No,  not  moth- 
ers, only  unwilling  breeders  who  seek  to  pluck  the  rose  of  marital 
joys,  and  hope,  in  some  manner,  to  escape  the  prick  of  the  thorn. 

Notwithstanding  our  precautions,  gastro  intestinal  troubles  will 
arise,  and,  with  the  approach  of  hot  weather,  infantile  mortality  in- 
creases, not  only  in  the  over-crowded,  filthy,  and  illy  ventilated  dis- 
tricts of  large  cities,  but  also  in  rural  localities.  The  effects  of  heat 
are  to  increase  the  bodily  temperature  and  suppress  natural  excretions, 
it  also  favors  or  induces  fermentative  processes  in  the  alimentary  tract 
and  excites  putrefaction  in  surrounding  filth,  always  present,  to  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  everywhere. 

Infantile  diarrhoea  now  occurs,  an  indication  of  fermentative  and 
putrefactive  matters  in  the  bowels,  which  nature  is  trying  to  remove, 
and  which  we  should  heed  as  a  call  for  disinfection.  The  diarrhoea 
is  not,  at  first,  a  cholera  infantum.  Cholera  infantum  is  character- 
ized by  a  graver  set  of  symptoms.  There  is  vomiting  as  well  as  diar- 
rhoea, the  discharges  are  profuse  and  watery,  the  extremities  cold,  the 
abdomen  hot,  with  rapid  emaciation  of  the  body,  and  finally  the  fa- 
des senilis,  that  characteristic  look  of  an  aged  person,  the  wrinkled 
features,  and  claw-like  extremities,  a  picture  familiar  to  all  who  have 
seen  the  disease  in  its  worst  form.  Cholera  infantum  is  uniformly 
more  severe  and  less  amenable  to  treatment  in  those  infants  reared 
artificially. 

In  the  treatmeut  of  these  affections  the  hygiene  of  the  child  is  of 
importance.  The  infant  should  be  clothed  in  woollen  garments  next 
the  skin  with  a  woollen  bandage  around  the  abdomen,  frequent  warm 
baths  are  to  be  directed,  the  surroundings  should  be  first  class,  and 
the  child  removed  from  the  vicinity  of  festering  cess-pools,  stagnant 
ponds  and  malarial  emanationa  Let  the  little  patient  be  taken  out 
daily,  weather  permitting,  and  have  its  carriage  join  the  procession 
we  see  on  the  street  or  in  the  parks  early  in  the  morning  of  a  sum- 
mer day. 
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Here,  as  elsewhere,  we  do  not  medicate  a  name  but  a  conditio! 
fully  observing  the  symptoms,  we  meet  them  with  the  indicat 
edy.  When  the  child  is  hot  and  feverish,  the  pulse  small  i 
quent,  with  an  evidence  of  weakness  rather  than  strength,  a< 
the  remedy ;  the  dose,  five  drops  of  specific  medicine  in  foui 
of  water,  teaspoonful  every  two  hours.  Gelsemium  may  be  i 
geously  added  when  the  face  is  flushed,  head  hot,  eyes  bri 
shining  with  contracted  pupils,  restlessness,  and  marked  evid 
cerebral  irritation  and  determination  of  blood.  The  dose  will 
or  fifteen  drops  of  the  specific  medicine  to  four  ounces  of  wa 
spoonful  every  two  hours.  The  specific  medicine  ipecac  is  1 
edy  very  frequently  indicated  in  the  gastro  intestinal  affec 
children,  and  is  one  that  acts  with  gratifying  promptness,  p 
always,  that  we  have  the  specific  symptoms  calling  for  it 
physician  who  treats  children  should  keep  these  indications 
his  mind.  Ipecac,  irritation  of  intestinal  mucous  membranes 
creased  secretion,  contracted  tongue,  nausea,  diarrhoea;  d< 
drops  of  the  specific  medicine  to  four  ounces  of  water,  tea 
every  two  hours. 

Frequently  nausea  and  vomiting  prove  a  source  of  much 
We  have  several  remedies  here,  each  specific  in  its  own  field, 
dalus,  specific  medicine,  twenty  drops  in  four  ounces  of  wai 
spoonful  every  hour,  to  be  given  when  there  is  nausea  and  v< 
tongue  small  and  abnormally  red,  gastric  tenderness.  Aqu; 
diluted  with  milk,  will  be  the  remedy  when  there  is  a  whit 
tongue,  vomiting  of  curds  associated  with  a  greenish  diarrhoea 
tic  acid  is  better  when  the  tongue  is  bright  red,  with  gastric  ir 
thirst,  cutaneous  itching  and  redness,  and  the  discharges  f 
bowels  greenish  ;  dose,  three  to  five  grains  every  four  hours, 
treme  cases  where  the  vomiting  is  persistent  and  continuous, 
charges  large  and  watery,  eyes  sunken,  face  cold,  cramps  in 
legs,  body  covered  with  a  cold,  clammy  sweat,  we  may  stil 
our  patient,  when  the  case  seems  hopeless,  by  the  administi 
specific  veratrum  album,  ten  drops  to  four  ounces  of  water,  U 
ful  every  two  hours. 

We  will  occasionally  find  an  indication  for  arsenic,  the  pau 
domen,  burning  sensations  in  the  stomach,  legs  drawn  up,  emi 
and  the  soft,  doughy,  flabby  skin.  Dose, five  drops  Fowler's* 
water  four  ounces,  teaspoonful  every  four  hours.  No  remedy 
ter  than  belladonna  when  we  have  cerebral  congestion,  dullnc 
etude,  tendency  to  sleep,  the  child  is  aroused  with  difficulty 
mediately  relapses,  pupils  dilated.  Such  symptoms  frequent 
in  cholera  infantum,  and  are  relieved  by  specific  belladoi 
drops  to  four  ounces  of  water,  teaspoonful  every  four  hours 
rule,  if  we  relieve  the  symptoms  in  detail,  we  cure  the  disea 
totality. 
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Chamomilla  is  another  remedy  often  called  for  by  green,  watery, 
and  flatulent  discharges,  head  sweating,  peevishness,  restlessness, 
child  wants  to  be  carried.  Dose,  twenty  to  thirty  drops  in  four  ounces 
of  water,  teaspoonful  every  two  hours.  The  indications  for  euphor- 
bia are :  greenish  irritating  discharges,  abdomen  hot  and  tender,  con- 
stant desire  to  go  to  stool.  Specific  medicine  rheum,  diarrhoea  with 
tenderness  on  pressure,  light-colored  discharges,  child  smells  sour. 
We  must  be  careful  and  not  overlook  the  colocynth  case.  Here,  we 
have  the  lower  abdomen  distended  and  tender,  the  child  flinches  at 
the  slightest  touch  in  this  region,  there  are  sharp,  cutting,  tenesmic 
pains  with  tormina  and  straining  at  stool.  There  is  probably  no 
better  intestinal  disinfectant  than  bismuth  subnitrate.  The  remedy 
should  be  given  in  ten  or  fifteen  grain  doses  every  two  hours  and  per- 
sisted in  for  a  long  time,  even  to  the  limit  of  extreme  constipation,  it 
will  do  much  good. 

Podophyllin  is  a  good  remedy  but  must  be  used  with  caution.  In 
such  cases,  I  never  administer  a  stronger  preparation  than  the  third 
decimal  trituration.  The  dose  of  this  is  from  three  to  five  grains,  to 
be  given  when  there  is  indigestion  from  gastric  atony  associated  with 
hepatic  torpor,  full  and  doughy  abdomen,  fallow  skin,  tongue  broad 
and  coated  with  a  yellowish  pasty  fur,  temperature  normal  or  subnor- 
mal. There  are  many  other  remedies :  rubus  vil.,frhus  tox.,  nux,  iris, 
erigeron,  cajeput,  etc,  which  will  be  found  of  use  in  the  treatment 
of  the  gastrointestinal  diseases  of  childrea 


ACUTE  LOBAR  PNEUMONITIS. 
By  Frank  B.  Harris,  fl.  D.v  Canton,  N.  J. 

THE  above  cognomen  seems  to  be  the  more  scientific  designation 
of  that  pathological  entity  commonly  known  as  pneumonia.  I 
have  enjoyed  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  subject  of  this  article, 
having  had  it  myself  three  times,  the  first  with  pleuro  prefixed.  The 
factor  producing  the  disease  every  time  in  my  case  seemed  to  be  a 
sudden  chilling  after  copious  perspiration.  I  was  treated  by  that  vet- 
eran Eclectic,  Dr.  C.  P.  Atkinson,  of  Palantine,  N.  J.,  and  recovered 
as  a  natural  sequence. 

My  initial  experiment  in  treating  pneumonitis  was  during  my  first 
jear  of  practice.  In  this  case  there  was  much  nervous  irritation, 
which  seemed  to  call  for  gelsemium  along  with  the  sedative,  aconite. 
The  third  morning  the  husband  met  me  at  the  door  and  said  they  had 
sent  for  the  old  doctor,  that  the  patient's  breathing  was  very  short, 
and  that  "everything  seemed  dead  within  her,"  to  use  his  own  words. 
I  declined  his  invitation  to  go  in,  and  betook  myself  home,  but  not 
rejoicing.  Looking  backward  from  the  present,  I  am  not  sure  but 
that  the  change  of  doctors  was  a  good  thing,  especially  for  the  patient. 
I  have  since  learned  more  fully  that  as  people  vary  in  age,  vigor,  and 
vitality,  so  should  the  treatment  of  each  particular  case  vary. 


PNEUMONITIS, 


It  is  n*"t  t<*>  much  to  say,  that  a  treatment  suitable  to  out 
be  killing  t<>  another,  I  should  have  said  before,  that  the 
tioned  case  was  that  of  a  weak  and  frail  female. 

I  call  to  miud  some  eases  calling  for  a  radically  di!T> 
The  first  of  these  was  a  very  delicate  little  woman,  aged 
The  family  history  was  not  re -assuring-  Mother  died  fron 
of  the  heart  at  sixty  five,  father  had  heart  trouble  althoiu 
from  other  cause*.  A  brother  died  with  a  worn  out  heart  at 
Another  toother  fell,  while  at  work  from  effects  incident  t 
<tf  embolus  in  brain,  derived  from  rhombus  detached  fro 
valves  of  left  ventricle.  There  was  long  continued  hemi 
aphasia.  He,  however,  recovered  from  this,  and  by  ei  ms 
strophanthus,  atropine,  and  strychnine,  is  comfortable,  ba 
work. 

But  T  sun  digressing,  The  pneumonia  patient  hers 
mother  of  five  children,  and  at  time  of  sickness  was  nea 
with  the  sixth.  I  had  attended  her  during  two  attacks  c 
which  left  extensive  adhesions.  I  also  attended  her  once  ft 
action  of  the  heart,  which  seemed  resolutely  determined  to 
and  was  only  kept  going  by  the  use  of  the  most  active  car 
lants  and  tonics.  In  physique  she  was  small  and  poorly 
So  much  for  past  history,  certainly  not  reassuring, 

I  saw  her  Feb.  21,  1896,  Pneumonitis,  affecting  lower  I 
lung,  was  present  witn  all  the  classic  symptoms.  The  r 
was  very  abundant,  She  aborted  dead  child  twleve  hours 
of  disease.  Labor  was  very  easy  and  rapid,  and  that  I 
heard  of  no  more.  No  lochia  after  a  day  or  two,  and  noth 
cate  that  she  had  ever  been  pregnant  Probably  some  of  1 
'86  remember  Prof.  Scudder,  on  his  high  stool,  giving  his  i 
such  a  case.  The  disease  seemed  to  be  in  obeyauce  by  Fe 
the  temperature  ran  up  to  104°  once  more  and  the  upper  h 
lung  was  found  to  be  invaded.  A  peculiar  feature  was  th 
rusty  sputa  was  very  abundant  with  invasion  of  left  lower 
tin-  right  tipper  lobe  there  was  none,  The  second  attack 
♦  yielded  till  March  6,  when  a  sudden  onset  of  pleurisy 
This,  however,  occasioned  no  notable  rise  of  temperature 
short  time  and  was  soon  over.  By  March  19  the  case  we 
cent  and  discharged. 

All  will  agree  that  this  was  a  case  in  which  nature  needt 
able  help,  one  in  which  prognosis  must  be  guarded  Th< 
was  sedative  just  one  day.  Thereafter  the  object  was  to  p 
frail  structure  till  the  violent  pathological  storm  should  1 
over  (Howe)*  A  saving  feature  was  that  the  stomach  w 
condition  throughout  Alimentation  was  attended  to  zeaio 
and  rest  secured  naturally*  if  possible,  if  not,  by  use  of 
morphine  hypodermically.  Medicinally,  she  had  strychuii 
of  digitalis,  ammonium  carbonate,  small  doses  of  quinine  a 


PNEUMONITIS.  323 

Xear  convalescence,  when  there  was  coolness  and  pallor  of  surface, 
atropine  was  given  with  great  satisfaction. 

By  the  way,  en  passant,  I  would  say  that  the  young  Eclectic  with 
bis  hypodermic  of  strychnine  gr.  1-24  and  atropine  gr.  1-120,  men- 
tioned on  page  26  of  March  Journal,  by  Dr.  Adolphus,  hit  the  bull's 
eye  at  a  thousand  yards.  Atropine  gets  there  in  such  cases.  These 
remedies  were  pushed  to  the  limit,  almost,  of  physiological  and  gas- 
tric tolerance,  Under  this  treatment  she  retained  a  fair  degree  of 
strength  during  her  entire  sickness.  She  recovered  her  strength,  and 
is  now  enjoying  her  usual  health. 

Another  case,  minus  the  pregnancy,  was  treated  in  like  manner. 
The  killing  feature  was  a  state  of  fidgety  unrest,  and  insomnia.  The 
saving  remedy  was  a  hypodermic  of  morphine  sulphate  and  atropine 
sulphate  erery  night  for  three  weeks.  I  am  satisfied  that  without  the 
hypodermic,  I  should  have  lost  the  case.  A  state  of  unrest  and  loss 
of  sleep  will  kill  a  patient  many  times  faster  than  abstinence  from 
food 

A  third  case  was  of  a  young  fellow,  stout  and  robust,  aged  19.  He 
had  a  red  face  and  full,  bounding  pulse.  All  he  needed  and  got  was 
veratrum  viride  in  pretty  full  doses.  Acid  solution  of  iron  was  his  tonic 
during  convalescence. 

Another  case  I  am  now  treating  showed  a  tendency  to  develop  rot- 
tenness or  "typhoid  symptoms"  in  medical  technology.  Sulpho-car- 
bolate  of  zinc  fixed  this  feature  in  a  few  days. 

Now  veratrum  would  have  been  killing  in  the  first  two  cases,  while 
in  the  third  case  the  other  treatment,  no  doubt;  would  have  been  ag- 
gravating and  not  curative.  In  the  treatment  of  every  disease  there 
are  the  two  leading  indications,  first  to  sustain  the  vital  powers,  and 
second,  to  modify  or  squelch  diseased  action.  Sometimes  one  indica- 
tion is  predominent,  sometimes  the  other,  and  sometimes  a  judicious 
blending  of  both.  Success  depends  greatly  on  a  proper  appreciation 
of  individual  cases. 


N0TE5  ON  OBSERVATION  AND  EXPERIENCE. 
By   Joseph  Adolphus,  fl.  D.  Atlanta,  Ga. 

I  PROPOSE  to  make  note  of  a  few  observations  and  experiences  that 
have  fallen  to  my  lot  in  practice. 
Convallaria  majalis  is  comparatively  a  new  medicament,  said  to  be 
a  heart  tonic,  i  e.,  very  efficacious  in  treatment  of  heart  diseases.  This 
is  true  only  to  a  limited  degree.  Convallaria  sometimes  succeeds  in 
cases  where  digitalis  has  failed.  The  medicament  also  frequently 
disappoints.  At  other  times,  it  is  remarkably  successful  in  removing 
urgent  symptoms.  Taken  together,  used  indiscrimately,  convallaria 
is too  frequently  disappointing.  I  have  paid  some  attention  to  the 
operation  of  the  medicament,  have  reached  a  few  conclusions  respect- 
ing its  therapeutic  use.  I  may  say,  convallaria  is  valueless  in  mitral 
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and  aortic  diseases,  especially  where  the  powtT  ol  the  left 
failing.  When  there  is  want  of  power  in  carrying  on  the 
especially  when  the  right  side  of  the  heart  is  weak,  the  vei 
passage  of  the  blood  through  the  lungs  too  much  impaire 
balance  of  the  circulation  between  the  two  sides  (venous  a 
weak  and  faltering,  convnlhma  is  a  valuable  remedy,  Jn 
the  right  ventricle  ia  quite  weak,  there  is  considerable  dyq 
ma  of  the  areolar  tissue,  low  bhwx]  pressure  owing  largely 
balance  of  the  circulation,  cold  hands  and  feet,  congestion 
dorninal  and  pelvic  organs  of  a  passive  nature,  deficient  ac 
nevs.  In  these  cases  convallaria  is  likely  to  be  of  much  e 
in  which  digitalis  is  of  little  or  no  avail.  Along  with  conva] 
oEteu  given  caffein  in  grain  doses.  The  two  act  reinarkati 
gefcher  and  are  synergic.  Under  these  conditions  eonvalar 
full j  diuretic,  promotiye  of  act  i  ye  passage  of  blood  throug 
filling  the  left  ventricle,  and  aiding  the  arterial  and  capill 
ii  ii.  The  medicament  is  a  good  sedative  to  e.veited  car 
and  netted  cardiac  action  caused  by  this  conditiou.  e>  g,, 
fluttering,  irregularity  of  rhythm,  dyspnoea,  many  disatri 
alarming  symptoms,  owing  to  disorders  of  the  cardiac  ner 
iug  angina  of  various  kinds. 

Some  points  about  the  therapeutic  uses  of  sulphate  of  C 
its  phyisological  action,  may  be  of  benefit  to  some  of  my 
is  my  opinion,  made  up  from  experience  and  observation, 
cent,  of  physicians  are  lacking  proper  and  accurate  inforn 
physiological  properties  of  quinine,  and  the  proper  applit 
medicament  in  the  treatment  of  diseases. 

Quinine  requires  from  six  to  ten  hours  to  put  in  its  p 
work.  Next  in  importance  to  know  is,  quinine  should  1 
tered  on  a  declining  temperature.  It  is  well,  also,  to  kno 
nine  is  a  uerve  tonic;  in  point  of  fact,  patients  passing  th 
diseases,  attended  with  high  temperature,  wasting  of  tissi 
ease  itself  running  its  course,  self-limited  and  under  fa 
cumstauces  the  general  mortality  hardly  exceeds  five  pare 
in  daily  doses  of  five  to  eight  grains,  administered  at  the 
lowest  daily  temperature,  will  sustain  the  resisting  forces 
ganism,  protect  the  recuperative  energies,  and  promote  su 
ing  over  serious  and  severe  exacerbations  and  tendencies 
It  is  a  clinical  fact  familiar  to  many  good  observers,  that 
t  a  inly  promotes  successful  passing  through  the  ordeals  of 
diseases  to  convalescence.  I  have  repeatedly  seen  its  gc 
small  pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever,  pneumon 
mia,  etc.  In  these  cases  the  temperature  must  be  carefu 
the  time  of  lowest  degree  noted  ;  then  quinine  given  in  do 
two  grains,  repeated  two  to  four  times,  does  most  emphat 
fensive  and  protective  work,  It  is  not  true  that  the  medi 
shorten  the  disease,     Its  value  is  in  fortifying  the  powen 
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ganism  to  withstand  the  severities,  the  wear  and  tear  of  disease,  and 
sustain  the  nutritive  and  nervous  forces  during  the  time  the  destroy- 
ing forces  of  disease  are  at  work  on  the  powers  of  lifa 

Quinine  has  the  valuable  property  of  prolonging  what  may  be  called 
the  remissions  of  high  temperature,  L  e.,  the  period  where  the  temper- 
ature is  lowest  during  the  twenty-four  hours,  delaying  the  consequent 
rise  of  high  temperature,  thus  shortening  the  period  of  high  temper- 
ature, and  respiting  the  organism  from  the  severities  of  the  wear  and 
tear  of  disease.  In  regard  to  this  matter  I  may  say  that,  if  the  morn- 
ing temperature  is  nearly  as  high  as  that  of  the  previous  evening,  and 
if  the  high  temperature  in  the  case  lasts  much  longer  than  the  period 
of  low  temperature,  such  a  case  is  peculiarly  dangerous  on  account  of 
the  destroying  influence  of  protracted  high  temperature,  the  tendency 
of  which  is  to  increase  in  duration,  if  not  quite  altogether,  the  extreme 
severity  of  heat.  A  large  portion  of  these  cases  are  fatal,  probably 
three-fifths  of  the  fatal  cases  of  disease  are  of  this  kind,  and  are,  in 
my  opinion,  avoidable.  Under  the  skillful  and  scientific  use  of  qui- 
nine a  large  share  of  them  may  be  saved.  The  action  of  quinine  prop- 
erly used  is  to  tone  and  strengthen  the  heat  limiting  powers  of  the 
organism,  when  the  causes  that  produce  large  quantities  of  heat  in  the 
organism  are  at  work.  Probably  nearly  all  the  fatal  cases  in  acute 
diseases  are  of  the  kind  wherein  there  is  large  heat  production  uncon- 
trolled I  have  frequently  seen  cases  of  acute  diseases,  during  their 
course,  very  severe  and  often  alarming  symptoms  coming  on  at 
the  time  when  the  temperature  was  the  highest  or  tending  toward  the 
highest  degree,  highly  benefitted  by  the  administration  of  a  few  grain 
doses  of  quinine  during  the  time  the  temperature  was  falling.  The 
next  rise  of  temperature  may  be  delayed  an  hour  or  two  and  the  de- 
gree of  heat  lowered  0.5°  to  1.5°.  Even  these  small  reductions  of  tem- 
perature must  be  gratefully  accepted,  hoping  that  the  next  rise  of 
temperature  may  be  0.5°  lower  and  the  period  of  low  temperature  pro- 
longed. Quinine  in  this  resembles  the  action  of  the  cold  bath  in  con- 
trolling temperature  in  fever. 

I  may  say,  this  use  of  quinine  promotes  assimilation  of  food  and  nu- 
trition of  bod}*,  inasmuch  as  during  high  temperature  neither  assimi- 
lation nor  nutrition  can  go  on.  The  patient  literally  dies  partly  of 
starvation  and  inanition.  The  use  of  quinine  in  pneumonia,  scientifi- 
cally applied,  is  of  equal  value,  to  be  appreciated  and  regarded  with 
great  consideration. 

I  have  often  seen  many  of  the  most  dreadful  and  feared  symptoms 
in  confluent  small  pox  controlled  with  quinine,  if  administered  during 
a  falling  temperature  in  small  doses,  repeated  two  to  four  times  per 
diem.  The  medicament  should  be  dissolved  with  a  vegetable  acid  to 
get  it  in  solution  previous  to  administration.  I  object  to  administer- 
ing it  in  substance  in  any  way,  and  above  all,  detest  capsules. 

The  practice  of  administering  quinine  in  large  doses — 20  to  40  grs. — 
for  antipyretic  effect,  has  nothing  to  recommend  it  and  much  to  object 
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to,  though  the  practice  is  quite  common  with  our  allopathic  ne 
with  them  I  have  no  quarrel  I  have  always  taught  against 
teriug  quinine  when  the  patient  is  quite  costive,  but  prefer 
the  bowels  with  small  doses  of  Hochelle  salts  or  sulphate  of  i 
few  small  rinses,  well  diluted,  prepares  the  way  for  quinine  in 
eases;  hi  fact,  I  strongly  incline  to  believe  that  Roehelle  sa 
way.  physiologically,  prepare  the  way  for  quinine.  Many  ol 
called  ^bilious*'  are  best  treated  in  this  way.  Rochelle  salts  < 
the  chylopoetic  viscera,  renovate  their  juice,  and  restore  then 
mal  activity  ;  this,  brought  about  with  Roehfiila  salts,  most  < 
prepares  the  way  for  quinine.  I  have  practiced  this  method  1 
years,  have  taught  it ;  the  good  results  following  the  practice 
manifest  bo  tie  for  a  moment  doubted. 

A  larger  share  of  these  minor  ailments  lead  to  more  m 
if  not  taken  in  hand  early.  The  cause  of  them,  in  many  insl 
poison  geu  crated  in  the  organism,  which  is,  tinder  normal  co 
destroyed  by  the  proper  organs.  However,  this  fails  to  Ocsc« 
so-called  bilious  state  comes  on,  which  I  invariably  cure  with 
and  Bochelle  salts. 

1  can  write  :i  great  deal  more  alxmt  the  uses  of  quinine; 
jeet  is  not.,  by  far,  exhausted,  Another  time  will  I  take  it 
other  paper  for  the  Jocknau 

Many  bladder  a  uVet.iotis,  in  meu  and  women,  all  of  age  mo 
advanced.  Some  an-  ra^es  nf  nervous  hyperesthesia,  others 
tie,  chronic  or  acute ;  in  men.  enlarged  prostate,  some  the  re 
gonorrhoea.  The  women  have  some  uterine  trouble,  often  tl 
of  a  bad  recovery  from  a  late  parturition  ;  the  uterus  is  heav 
sions  on  the  os  fissures,  leucorrhoea,  etc  I  have  always  obtl 
isfactory  results  from  rhus  aromatica  and  corn  silk,  H  est,, 
of  10  to  30  drops  of  the  rhus,  of  the  corn  silk  m  xx.  to  3j,  ta 
diluted  with  water.  I  have  told  this  to  all  my  classes  for  fifte 
and  every  one  who  has  used  them  pra ise. 


OSTEO-MYELtTiS. 

By  E.  R,  Freeman,  n.  D,,  Cincinnati. 

A  X  inflammation  of  bone,  at  times  acute  in  character, 
xa.  iug  in  resolution,  or  becoming  chronic,  suppurating 
charging  pus  for  months,  is  now  known  as  osteomyelitis.  Oi 
of  the  former  theories  of  its  origin  in  different  anatomical  pi 
the  bone,  it  was  called  osteitis,  nor  periostitis— terms  which  s 
are  considered  to  be  inappropriate  and  misleading.  Alone, 
of  these  is  exceedingly  rare,  and  the  second  is  not  often  ] 
Endocdj  from  whatever  cause,  whether  from  cold,  injury,  orai 
of  acute  infectious  disease,  or  even  if  it  be  from  hereditary  c 
starting  point  is  generally  found  in  the  cancellous  and  nieda 
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tion  of  the  bone,  rather  than  in  the  compact.  But  in  the  progress  of 
the  disease,  all  these  portions  are  successively  invaded. 

Acquisition  of  this  knowledge  has  made  a  vast  change  in  the  treat- 
ment of  all  such  cases.  Once  time  was  allowed  for  distinct  fluctua- 
tion to  be  perceptible ;  now  immediate  incision  through  the  soft  tissues 
and  chiseling  or  trephining  into  the  inflammatory  bone,  is  practised 
for  most  speedy  and  effective  cure. 

Although  the  disease  occurs  at  any  age  of  life,  it  is  most  frequently 
seen  in  persons  whose  bones  have  not  completely  ossified.  In  other 
words,  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases  have  not  reached  the  eigh- 
teenth year,  and  most  of  them  are  in  males,  on  account  of  their  expo- 
sure to  accident  and  weather. 

One  would  think  that  every  bone  in  the  body  could  be  the  subject 
of  this  disease ;  however,  the  long  bones  more  often  suffer.  In  order 
of  frequency,  the  femur,  tibia,  humerus,  clavicle,  scapula,  antrum  os 
calcis,  ulna,  radius,  phalanges,  and  ribs.  The  cancellous  tissue  of  the 
cranial  bones  at  times  gives  way  to  suppuration,  and  exfoliating 
sequestra  of  the  external  plate  must  be  sought  for.  Measles,  scarlet 
fever,  diphtheria,  and  especially  typhoid  fever,  are  occasionally  fol- 
lowed by  osteomyelitis ;  that  of  typhoid  being  at  the  hip,  in  the 
femur,  and  in  the  head,  and  shaft  of  the  tibia.  Suppuration  is  rare. 
Persons  having  had  the  above  infectious  diseases  are  subject  to  this 
trouble,  although  they  may  not  be  immediately  affected. 

The  process  begins  at  the  lower  end  of  the  femur  and  the  upper  end 
of  the  tibia,  contrary  to  the  theory  of  embolism,  which  suggests  the 
idea  of  infection  through  the  nutrient  arteries.  It  may  begin  at  either 
extremity  of  the  humerus.  In  either  of  these  bones  it  is  often  mista- 
ken for  rheumatism,  and  so  treated  with  disaster.  It  becomes  now  a 
grave  matter  to  overlook  initial  symptoms  which  may  be  premonitory 
of  a  lesion  that  has  produced  death  in  from  24  to  48  hours. 

Of  course  all  predisposing  causes  are  active  in  this  as  in  other  dis- 
eases. Poor  food,  bad  air,  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  exposure  to 
inclement  weather,  phosphorus  poisoning,  and  dissipation,  or  over- 
work, reduce  the  resistance  of  the  body.  Under  these  conditions,  no 
wonder  infection  takes  place ;  it  may  be  through  the  alimentary  or 
respiratory  tract,  or  from  some  boil  or  suppurating  abrasion.  Staphy- 
lococcus pjogenesis  areus,  and  albus,  and  streptococcus  pyogenes, 
are  germs  most  frequently  found  in  these  lesions,  and  their  presence 
has  been  demonstrated  by  microscopic  and  also  by  inoculation  exper- 
iments, in  which  the  identical  lesion  of  osteo  myelitis  is  reproduced, 
containing  the  same  micrococci  inoculated. 

Nearly  every  osteo-myelitic  case  results  in  suppuration,  and  only 
occasionally  does  the  process  seem  to  stop  short,  and  resolution  with 
absorption  occur.  When  this  happens  the  disease  seems  to  lie  qui- 
escent, encapsulated,  as  it  were,  the  parts  remaining  more  or  less 
enlarged  with  gelatinous  or  albuminous  infiltration  and  thickening, 
just  waiting  for  opportunity  to  break  out ;  and  this  often  happens, 
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the  individual  experiencing  an  attack  with  suppuration,  eve 
after  the  first. 

The  onset  is  sometimes  severe,  and  stupor  develops  as  a 
symptom  from  the  start.  This  is  especially  so  in  infants, 
prostration,  migrating  pains,  rigidity  of  the  affected  part,  fe* 
temperature  of  104-105°,  continuous  in  character,  with  exacei 
at  night,  dilated  pupils  and  scared  look,  hot,  dry  skin,  scant 
and  profuse  offensive  diarrhoea,  with  later  development  of  ten< 
swelling,  redness, oedema,  and  enlarged  veins  over  the  suppurati 
are  pathognomonic,  and  persist  and  increase  until  the  pus  c 
in  the  medullary  canal,  or  beneath  the  periosteum,  breaks  i 
and  escapes  into  the  soft  tissues.  Then  swelling  and  oedema  : 
rapidly,  and  soon  either  an  outlet  is  made  through  the  skin 
joint  structure  is  involved,  and  the  medulla  may  be  destroyed 
tension  along  the  medullary  canal. 

Without  surgical  interference,  even  years  may  elapse,  if  the 
of  the  patient  holds  out,  before  solution  of  the  sequestrum  wot 
place — a  thing  which  is  not  often  found ;  or  the  same  time 
intervene,  before  fracture  would  occur.  When  a  large  amoun 
escapes,  the  inference  is  that  the  periosteum  has  been  strip] 
leaving  an  extensive  area  of  bare  bone.  The  periosteum  may 
attached  to  this,  so  that  the  size  of  denuded  bone  which  will 
ally  form  the  sequestrum  in  this  location  will  be  smaller. 

The  suppurating  focus  is  generally  in  the  ossifying  epiphyg 
tilage  on  the  diaphyseal  side,  and  during  the  early  years  < 
medulla  and  osteon  toward  the  diaphysis.  When  the  ossific 
being  completed,  the  advance  may  be  also  in  the  direction  of  t 
by  contiguity,  or  through  blood-vessels  and  lymphatics.  In  t 
immediate  operation,  with  irrigation  and  immobility,  and  la 
sive  motion,  may  uot  suffice,  and  even  the  various  joint  op 
will  not  avail,  but  anchylosis  will  persist. 

One  thing  is  true,  and  that  is,  wherever  pus  exists  in  the» 
there  will  also  be  a  larger  or  smaller  piece  of  necrotic  bona  Tl 
be  searched  for,  and  also  found  and  removed.  If  the  process 
been  completed  to  the  degree  that  this  dead  bone  is  loose,  rati 
operate  to  remove  the  sequestrum,  three  weeks  to  four  months 
be  allowed  to  intervene,  if  necessary,  until  separation  is  con 
However,  one  may  be  deceived,  the  piece  being  held  down 
imbedded  in  granulations,  or  beneath  the  growing  involucrum 
waiting  for  separation,  antiseptic  douches  of  carbolic  acid,  dill 
eral  acids,  and  hot  water,  may  be  used  with  internal  tonic  me< 
and  appropriate  symptomatic  treatment,  consisting  of  quinine, 
nine  and  iron,  syrup  iodide  of  iron,  quinine  sulphate  and  h 
phite  of  soda,  or  arsenic,  according  to  indications. 

When  the  proper  moment  has  come,  the  medullary  canal  r 
opened,  possibly  at  several  places,  if  the  sequestrum  be  lai 
there  be  fear  of  pathological  fracture  of  the  involucrum,  and 
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questrum  divided  and  taken  out  piece  by  piece  At  times  the  whole 
diaphysis  will  be  separated  and  thrown  off,  the  periosteum  reproduc- 
ing bone  to  take  the  place  of  the  old.  This  new  bone  is  irregular  and 
much  harder,  and  may  be  sclerosed.  Wherever  ulceration  through 
the  involucrum  form  cloacae,  these  cloacae  are  liable  to  remain  for  a 
long  time,  a  thin,  colorless  or  purulent  fluid  oozing  from  the  fistulous 
canal  within.     If  the  involucrum  fractures,  it  nearly  always  heals. 

After  the  sequestrum  has  been  removed  thorough  scraping  away  of 
medullary  tissue,  until  the  last  portion  is  gone,  and  washing  out  of 
the  canal  with  strong  antiseptics,  is  advised ;  and  then  comes  the 
problem  of  rapid  and  permanent  healing  without  further  infection, 
and  so  as  to  leave  as  small  a  scar  as  possible.  A  long  and  tedious 
method,  but  one  that  is  almost  always  successful,  if  no  dyscrasia  is 
present,  is  that  by  granulation.  By  this  method  constant  attention 
may  be  required  for  months  before  the  last  oozing  has  ceased. 

To  relieve  bone  tension  and  limit  the  medullary  destruction  as 
much  as  can  be,  drilling  the  bone  at  different  points  in  its  axis,  espe- 
cially over  those  where  most  tenderness  on  deep  pressure  is  developed, 
will  be  effective,  especially  if  there  chance  to  be  more  than  one  focus 
of  infection.  Strong  antiseptic  solutions  of  carbolic  acid,  permanga- 
nate of  potash,  or  pure  pyrozone,  are  useful  at  times  to  limit  exten- 
sion of  the  process. 

To  close  the  wound  immediately  after  thoroughly  disinfecting,  the 
cavity,  the  area  of  which  has  been  scraped  out,  must  be  filled  in  with 
something.  This  may  be  done  with  gauze,  and  the  skin  flaps  drawn 
together  with  sutures.  More  successful  is  the  method  of  filling  the 
cavity  with  decalcified  bone  chips,  and  suturing  the  periosteal  flaps 
with  deep  absorbable  sutures,  and  then  suturing  the  skin.  When  the 
rubber  bandage  is  taken  off  the  blood  rapidly  coagulates  among  the 
bone  chips,  and  a  large  clot  is  formed,  which  thoroughly  organizes 
unless  some  infecting  material  has  been  left  behind,  or  re-infection 
occurs.  Other  substances  are  used  to  fill  in  with  more  or  less  success : 
plaster  of  paris,  amalgum,  aseptic  sponge,  strands  of  absorbable  ani- 
mal tissues  or  cat-gut ;  the  first  two  being  surrounded  by  a  fibrous 
capsule  or  cyst,  and  the  latter  ones  being  absorbed  and  their  place 
taken  by  fibrous  tissue. 

The  involucrum  is  occasionally  cut  and  depressed  into  the  cavity 
and  sutured,  to  produce  more  solidity.  *  Skin  flaps  are  also  infolded 
and  sutured,  the  clot  and  infolded  portion  filling  the  cavity  beneath 
the  sutured  skin. 

One  attack  of  osteo-myelitis  seems  to  predispose  to  another,  and  it 
may  be  on  both  sides  of  the  body  at  once.  Metastatic  pysemic  abscess 
in  kidneys  or  lungs  must  be  watched  for.  Enlarged  spleen  is  nearly 
always  present  If  the  disease  persist  a  long  time,  with  great  ex- 
haustion, recovery  may  be  prevented  by  amyloid  degeneration. 

Never  mistake  osteo-myelitis  for  typhoid  fever,  erysipelas,  rheuma- 
tism, tuberculous  or  syphilitic  disease. 
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INFLAnnATION  AFFECTING  MUCOUS  HEriBRANES, 

Mucous  membrane  consists  of  the  mucosa  proper  ormk 
covers  I  esftentttllj  by  a  layer  of  epithelial  cells,  and  an  inxw 
layer  of  loose  connective  or  cellular  tissue.  The  mucosa  o 
layer  consists  of  fibrous  and  connective  tissue,  blood-  v 
muscular  fibers,  containing  follicular  and  Wobboobq  glands- 
plication  and  infolding  of  the  mucous  membrane  adding  m 
surface*  The  submucous  or  connective  layer,  while  of  so  liti 
in  health,  plays  quite  an  important  role  in  acute  tuftammati 
here  that  there  is  much  serous  effusion,  exudation,  and  sw 
absorption  of  which  takes  a  considerable  t£m& 

Inflammation  affecting  nasal  and  fchroit  miimtis  membra 
of  three  varieties— catarrhal,  croupous,  or  diphtheritic.  The 
is  the  most  simple  and  most  common  of  the  three,  consist] 
usual  inflammatory  signs,  accompanied  by  the  increased  n 
serous  discharges. 

The  croupous  is  more  severe,  the  escaping  blood  element 
ing  much  fibrin,  albumen,  and  blood -corpuscles,  so  that  a 
or  false  membrane  is  formed.     The  membrane  is  usually  « 
but  is  not  tightly  adhere!  to  the  tissues,  so  that  it  cm  gtj 
removed  without  much  injury*  save  the  loss  of  some  epithel 

Diphtheritic  inflammation  is  the  most  severe  of  all  form* 
date  containing  much  the  same  materials  as  the  croupous  v; 
forming  a  membrane  or  coat ;  but  in  this  inflammation  th 
the  exudate  and  more  or  less  consolidation  in  the  tissues 
mucous  tissues,  which  injures  the  circulation,  in  so  many  t 
ing  death  of  the  part  and  sloughiug.  For  the  same  reason 
brane  is  tightly  adhered  to  the  mucous  membrane,  and  o 
removal  much  of  the  tissue  is  torn  away,  leaving  the  pari 

denuded, 
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TAKING    COLD. 

Ex  cl  u  d  i  n  g  sy  s te  m  ic  d isord  ers  w  ith  loca  I  m a  u  i  f t-s  ta  t  io  a 
scrofula  and  syphilis,  the  two  great  causes,  the  two  pracli 
of  catarrhal  disease  of  the  nose  and  throat,  are,  first,  baking 
second,  mechanical  irritation  from  dust,  soot  and  irritating 
Every  day  I  am  asked  why  there  is  so  much  catarrh  in 
Valley,  and  I  answer,  the  climatic  changes  (taking  cold),  ai 
city  the  dirt  or  soot  that  settles  in  the  nose.  This  is  the  pra 
elusion  of  many  practitioners,  There  may  be  some  who  se< 
teriologically,  and  it  may  be  true  that  the  microscope  shows 
that  should  not  be  present ;  but  I  say  that  the  above  nient 
reasons  are  the  cattm  of  the  catarrh,  and  not  the  bacteria. 
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The  Hygienic  Treatment  off  Catarrhal  Disease. 

Before  stating  in  particular  the  hygienic  treatment  of  catarrhal 
disease,  it  would  be  well  to  thoroughly  understand  what  is  meant  by 
"taking  cold."  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  many  ways  and  means 
comprised  under  the  head  of  "taking  cold,"  bring  about  many  more 
acute  inflammatory  diseases  than  all  other  causes  put  together. 

Now  it  is  not  my  intention  to  elaborate  any  particular  theory  of  the 
pathology  of  taking  oold,  nor  to  explain  the  prevention  of  taking  cold 
to  the  general  public  not  patients,  but  rather  to  lay  stress  on  the  one 
important  point,  that  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  catarrhal  disease  of 
the  nose  and  throat,  necessarily  taking  a  long  time,  it  is  the  constant 
contraction  of  new  "colds"  that  constitutes  the  chief  obstacle  to  a  suc- 
cessful treatment ;  and  it  is  in  the  cure  of  such  cases  that  the  hygienic 
care  of  catarrhal  diseases  must  be  insisted  upon,  or  no  cure  can  pos- 
sibly follow.  I  therefore  give  a  few  remarks  on  taking  cold,  in  order 
that  one  may  more  thoroughly  understand  the  necessity  for  and  the 
philosophy  of  the  hygienic  treatment  of  catarrhal  disease. 

A  very  common  theory  of  taking  cold  is,  that  in  the  exposure  and 
cooling  of  the  body  and  contraction  of  the  peripheral  vessels,  the  ex- 
cess of  blood  is  driven  to  the  internal  organs,  affecting  to  the  greatest 
degree  the  weakest  part,  or  part  of  least  resistance,  producing  a  con- 
gestion and  soon  an  inflammation  of  that  part 

There  are  also  bacteriological  and  nutritive  theories ;  but  barring 
the  theories,  there  are  certain  practical  facts  regarding  taking  cold. 
The  chief  factors  are  cold  atmosphere,  dampness  and  drafts.  Con- 
sidering these  three  as  one  cause,  this  is  the  great  factor  in  the  causa- 
tion. Now  add  to  this,  thin-soled  shoes,  wet  feet,  cotton  undercloth- 
ing, insufficient  clothing,  and  classifying  these  causes,  we  see  we  have 
two  great  causes — atmospheric  change,  and  exposure. 

In  the  formation  of  a  plan  to  overcome  these  causes  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  catarrhal  patient,  we  see  it  is  impossible  to  alter  the  causes, 
therefore  it  remains  for  us  to  protect  by  clothing  from  these  causes ; 
also  to  increase  the  patient's  power  of  resistance,  so  the  changes  will 
not  affect  him. 

The  first  essential  in  this  hygienic  treatment  of  catarrhal  disease  is 
that  the  patient  wear  woollen  underclothing,  for  two  reasons :  it  is 
more  porous,  and  it  is  a  non-conductor,  keeping  the  heat  of  the  body 
in,  not  at  all  according  to  the  common  theory  of  putting  on  extra 
clothing  to  keep  the  cold  out  A  medium  weight  of  woollen  under- 
clothing worn  the  year  round,  is  best  for  catarrhal  patients. 

Shoes  in  winter  form  a  fruitful  source  of  cold.  Cork  soles,  or  a  felt 
insole,  form  the  best  non-conductors.  The  circulation  in  the  plan- 
tar surface  of  the  foot  being  so  free  and  near  the  ground,  if  the  sole  is 
damp,  the  heat  radiation  here  is  enormous. 

Do  not  wet  the  hair. 

The  very  best  means  of  increasing  the  resistance  of  the  system 
against  cold,  is  by  the  cold  sponge  bath,  or  better,  the  sp°nge  bath 
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of  salt  water.  This  should  be  practiced  every  morning 
sponging  the  entire  body  with  cold  salt  water,  followed  by 
tion  with  coarse  towels  until  the  skin  is  red,  and  there  i 
general  feeling  of  exhilaration.  This  is  what  is  termed  th^ 
Any  patient  not  getting  this  re-action,  and  not  feeling 
the  bath,  should  begin  with  water  less  cold,  and  increase 
water  daily. 

A  light  but  nutritious  diet,  including  an  abundance  of 
absolute  care  and  exactitude  to  cultivate  a  "regular  bo  we 
be  recommended,  with  a  reasonable  amount  of  outdoor  exei 
sleeping  room  large,  airy,  and  well  ventilated 

Briefly  summarizing,  then,  the  conditions  to  be  emoted  m 
ttp* ttt  as  important,  are- 
Woollen  underclothing. 
Proper  Shoes, 
Do  not  wet  the  hair 
Morning  cold  bath  and  friction. 
Light,  nutritious  diet 
Regular  meals. 
Some  exercise  and  well  ventilated  rooma* 


Ozena    and    Atrophic   Catarrh* 

Dr.  John  North,  in  the  Med.  /fae,  {Jan,  2,  1^97),  cl 
able  to  cure  atrophic  catarrh.  He  traces  all  cases  to  a  pr 
rhinitis,  purulent  iu  character,  most  often  commencing  in 
which,  when  left  untreated,  produces  hyperplastic  enlai 
mucous  tissues,  with  ultimate  contraction,  loss  of  nutrition 
mation  of  offensive  greenish  crusts,  without  ulcers,  in  noi 
and  non -strumous  cases- 

The  treatment  is  directed  to  removal  of  the  diagnostic,  g 
by  means  of  alkaline  solutions,  such  as  DobeU's  and  Seile 
ably  with  addition  of  reeOrotn,  to  be  followed  by  spray  of  w 
eline  containing  1- per  cent,  solution  (by  means  of  heated 
of  resorcin.  In  severe  cases  the  cleansed  paches  are  treated 
ing  with  2  per-cent  solution — on  cotton  on  a  probe— of  tr 
acid,  which  acts  as  a  stimulant  and  recovers  the  vitality  o 
sues.  After  the  application,  made  stronger  if  necessar 
and  resorcin  spray  are  used  again. — Amvr,  &fcd.  Strrrf.  II 
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New  Vehicle  for  Yellow  Oxide. — Dr.  Sweet,  in  the  Philadel- 
phia Polyclinic,  employs  with  satisfactory  results  the  eye  salve  sug- 
gested by  Dr.  W.  Allen  Jamieson,  of  London,  which  is  as  follows : 

Lanoline 3  drachms. 

Oil  of  sweet  almonds £  drachm. 

Distilled  water £  drachm. 

In  this  form  it  may  be  used  to  prevent  the  lids  becoming  glued  to- 
gether by  any  mucous  secretion,  while  as  a  vehicle  for  the  yellow  ox- 
ide of  mercury  it  is  unexcelled.  The  salve  gives  a  pleasant  sense  of 
coolness  to  the  lids,  without  any  irritation  or  smarting,  and  seems  to 
be  superior  in  most  cases  to  salves  prepared  with  other  bases. 


Nasal  Obstruction  in  Cardiac  Disease.    (2V.  Y.  M.  J.,  Jan.  16, '97.) 
Lockwood. 

1.  It  is  highly  probable  that  patients  with  cardiac  disease  are  more 
subject  than  others  to  nasal  obstruction. 

2.  Nasal  obstruction  occurring  in  a  patient  with  cardiac  disease 
may  upset  the  balance  of  respiratory  compensation  and  produce  de- 
cided symptoms. 

3.  Unless  care  is  taken  a  gloomy  prognosis  and  faulty  treatment 
may  be  given. 

4  Nasal  obstruction  must  be  relieved,  so  that  the  patient  may  get 
enough  good  air. 

5.  Examination  must  be  made  both  day  and  night.  Nasal  exami- 
nation usually  reveals  extreme  vasomotor  irritability  of  the  turbina- 
ted bodies. 

6.  In  cases  of  cardiac  disease,  including  angina  and  pseudo-angina 
pectoris,  no  estimate  of  the  patient's  condition  can  be  made,  and  no 
rational  treatment  can  be  inaugurated  without  a  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  patency  of  the  upper  respiratory  passages.  (The  article 
in  full  should  be  read. — Ed) — S.  Cal.  Prac. 


Sight  in  the  New -Born.  (Amer.  Jour.  Insanity,  July,  1896.) — 
Peterson.  The  normal  child  takes  pleasure  in  the  sight  of  objects  as 
early  as  the  eleventh  day ;  the  eyes  are  normally  co-ordinated  by  the 
end  of  the  second  month,  and  it  begins  to  distinguish  colors  about  the 
age  of  two  years. 

Lime  Bcrns  of  the  Eye.  {Fuchs,  page  101. ) — The  best  plan  is  to 
wash  out  the  eye  with  oil,  then  to  drop  in  a  concentrated  solution  of 
cane  sugar,  as  it  forms  with  lime  an  insoluable  compound. 

Ptrozoxe  with  Dilute  Hydrochloric  Acid  in  Purulent  Otitis.   (Med. 
Rec.  Sep.  12. )—  Cheatham. 
To  an  ounce  of  pyrozone  he  adds  10  drops  of  dilute  hydrochloric 
acid,  of  this  10  drops  are  put  in  the  ear  after  cleansing  and  left  in  for 
five  minutes. 
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PERISCOPE. 


PURULENT  OPHTHALMIA  OF  THF  NEW-BORN. 

of  tli»-  muy  dangers  attending  the  newly  born  infa 
mk  neonatorum  is  the  most  to  be  drew  led  It  is  stated  t 
of  all  the  blind  in  Europe  became  so  from  this  cause,  Its 
dittos  ;md  unremitting  IreatmeDt  are  of  the  utmost  imp 

ever^  obstetric  ra>c  tin-  phjoioaaij  sfaould  g«B%  stogttaUc 

the  Infant  to  assure  himself  definitely  of  the  presence  o 
any  eye  discharge.  Infection  from  the  maternal  passag 
itself  almost  invariably  by  discharge  on  the  third  day,  bo 
a  beted,  as  a  rule.  Discharges  appearing  at  a  later  \n 
arise  from  soiled  hands,  towels,  sponges;  and  only  one 
primarily  attacked.  This  conjunctivitis  is  never  due  to 
or  cold,  as  is  popularly  supposed,  but  has  a  definite  sped 

Following  a  discussion  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Bres 
ing  Crede\s  method  of  treating  such  cases  with   tfaa  iii|u< 
of  nitrate  of  silver  (one  grain  to  a  drachm  of  distilled  m 
thousand  question  blanks  were  seut  out  to  physicians, 
that  form  an  important  contribution  to  the  subject. 

These  blanks  were  distributed  throughout  Germany,  i 
zerland,  Belgium,  and  Holland.  Reports  were  returned; 
tics  nf  evr  diseases  in  902,971  new*boni  infanta.    Oi  then 
fered  from  ophthalmia  neonatorum,    In  Germany  si 
Sje  disease  was  of  this  nature  ;  in  Austria,    eighty  per  en 
Switzerland,  Belgium,  and  Holland  together,   ninety  p 
all  these  cases  the  characteristic  condition  appeared  with 
in  seventy-sis  percent  of  the  infants  under  observation 
charge  began  after  the  fifth  day  in  twenty  four  per  cent 
five  per  cent  of  the  entire  number  of  cases*  one  eye  was 
marily  ;  in  seventy- five  per  cent   both  were  affected  sin 
Seventy-one  per  cent  were  completely  cured,  nine  per  cei 
ued  treat ment,  twenty  per  cent,  or  one- fifth  of  the  V 
permanent  lesions  of  more  or  less  severity. 

This  twenty  per  cent  with  permanent  ocular  defects  p 
ueal  scare,  monocular  or  binocular;  and  onebaif  of  1 
neutly  damaged  infants  became  totally  blind*  It  was  co 
were  brought  too  late  for  cure.  Fifty  per  cent,  of  the 
were  not  seen  until  the  ninth  day  of  their  disease  and  tw 
cent  not  until  the  fourteenth  day* 

Out  of  one  hundred  representative  ophthalmologists  co 
enty-nine  were  in  favor  of  making  Crede's  method  obliga 
tiutf  obstetric  practice*  It  is  not  difficult,  does  no  ha 
avert  dreadful  catastrophe*  The  eyes  are  are  first  wish 
water  carefully,  and  the  lids  thoroughly  cleansed  by 
bent  cotton.      A  few  drops  of  the  two-per-cent  solution 
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silver  are  then  instilled  into  each  eye.  Materials  used  to  wipe  away 
the  discharge  must  be  burned  or  otherwise  destroyed.  Twice  daily 
some  simple  ointment  should  be  applied  to  the  margin  of  the  lids,  to 
prevent  them  sticking  together.  In  severe  forms,  when  there  is  much 
swelling  and  a  thick  discharge  gushing  from  between  the  lids,  the 
foregoing  nitrate  of  silver  solution  may  be  used  every  six  hours.  When 
the  inflammatory  action  subsides,  Muskett  recommends  that  weak  so- 
lutions of  alum,  sulphate  of  zinc,  and  perchloride  of  mercury  be  sub- 
stituted. The  astringent  lotion  may  consist  of  from  four  to  ten  grains 
of  alum  or  from  one  to  two  grains  of  sulphate  of  zinc  to  the  ounce  of 
water.  Either  of  these  may  be  used  with  freedom  and  safety.  The 
mercury  solution  gives  excellent  results — one-half  grain  of  the  per- 
chloride to  six  ounces  of  distilled  water.  Cold  water  compresses  give 
great  relief  after  active  treatment. 

Should  ulceration  of  the  cornea  ensue  in  spite  of  active  and  earnest 
mearures,  the  eserine  treatment,  introduced  by  De  Wecker,  may  pre- 
vent perforation  in  even  the  worst  cases.  Four  grains  of  eserine  in 
one  ounce  of  distilled  water  is  the  strength  usually  employed,  though 
sometimes  one  grain  to  the  ounce  is  better  borne.  A  few  drops  are 
instilled  into  the  eyes  six  times  a  day.  This  treatment  is  also  of  value 
in  a  form  of  corneal  affection  peculiar  to  infantile  purulent  ophthal- 
mia, mentioned  by  Nettleship,  in  which  the  cornea  becomes  rapidly 
and  almost  entirely  opaque.  Whatever  the  degree  of  ulceration,  mar- 
ginal ulcers  are  not  so  serious  as  those  centrally  located,  and  sight 
may  be  preserved. 

More  than  in  any  other  disease,  Dr.  J.  Lewis  Smith  urges  the  ne- 
cessity of  employing  faithful  and  attentive  nurses,  who  will  carry  out 
punctually  the  directions  given.  Two  nurses  are  required,  one  for 
day  and  the  other  for  night  duty,  since  it  is  essential  that  the  eyes  be 
frequently  cleansed  and  the  secretion  washed  away. — Editorial,  Med- 
ical Record.  [Mcndy] 

m 

THE  LiniTS  OF  NEPHRECTOMY. 

P.  Wagner  (Chir.  Beitr.  Festschrift  f.  Benno  Schmidt)  in  a  val- 
uable article  on  the  surgery  of  the  kidney  warns  against  the  too  hasty 
removal  of  a  kidney.  Experience  has  shown  that  the  remaining  kid- 
ney in  most  cases  does  not  undergo  compensating  hypertrophy,  and 
cannot  do  the  work  of  both  organs,  and  that  many  patients  finally  die 
on  account  of  insufficient  renal  action.  "In  no  case,"  he  says,  "shall 
a  sound  kidney  be  sacrificed,  and  an  affected  one  only  in  case  the 
lesion  threatens  the  life  of  the  patient.  Those  troubles  which  can  ulti- 
mately be  cured  by  conservative  measures,  even  though  long  contin- 
ued, are  no  excuse  for  nephrectomy,  for  even  the  smallest  remaining 
portion  of  active  kidney  substance  may  be  of  vital  importance." 

Thus,  in  place  of  the  various  conditions  which  are  held  by  some  to 
justify  removal  of  one  kidney,  Wagner  advocates  the  following  oper- 
ations : 
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Xephrorrhophy  for  floating  kidney,  including  cases  of 
hydronephrosis  due  to  dislocation  of  the  kidney. 

Nephrolithotomy  for  renal  calculi,  whether  in  the  kidn< 
vis,  in  the  absence  of  extensive  suppuration  or  advanced  $ 
the  kidney  substance. 

Nephrotomy  for  p3*ouephrosis,  hydronephrosis,  and  sc 
<>f  the  kidney  or  ecbinococcus  cysts. 

Partial  resection  for  benign  tumors,  localized  abscesses 
km  formation.  This  operation  will  probably  have  a  mac 
plication  in  the  future  than  it  has  at  present, 

Nephrectomy  may  be  necessary  either  as  a  primary  m 
op'-ration.  As  a  primary  operation  it  is  indicated  fur  mi 
mors  of  the  kidney  or  its  capsule,  in  tuberculosis,  and  i 
which  arc  distributed  throughout  the  whole  kidney;  also 
which  have  badly  lacerated  the  kidney  and  caused  un 
hemorrhage. 

Secondary  nephrectomy  may  become  necessary  in  em 
tients  with  suspected  tuberculosis  in  other  organs,  in  \vh< 
tomy  and  tamponade  has  failed  to  give  improvement,  km 
of  abscess  in  which  the  integrity  of  the  other  kidney  is  sus 
phrotomy  is  first  to  l>e  tried  ;  but,  this  failing,  the  kidne 
removed.  For  a  similar  reason,  badly  lacerated  kidney 
terv  and  vein  are  intact,  should  he  sewed,  tamponed,  o 
sected,  and  nephrectomy  be  performed  only  secondarily  if 
ures  do  not  succeed. 

There  remain  to  be  considered  only  pyo  and  hydronephi 
mary  nephrectomy  in  these  cases  deprives  the  body  of  the 
remnants  of  active  renal  tissue,  whose  loss  under  certain  cii 
may  mean  great  danger  for  the  patient.  Ayrer's  investig 
shown  that  a  hydronephrosis  almost  never  destroys  all  tl 
tissue.  Nephrotomy  in  such  cases  can  do  no  harm,  au 
show  that  the  resulting  fistulas  usually  close,  In  cases 
tula  has  long  continued  to  discharge  nrine  or  pus,  a  se< 
phrectomy  is  to  be  considered, — Amer  Med, -Surg*  BulL 


Alcoholism  and  Idiocy .— M,  BouraeviUe  has  submitted 
Public  Health  Society  the  following  statistics,  which  shoi 
ence  of  alcoholism  in  the  production  of  idiocy.  Of  1,000 
beetle,  backward,  or  epileptic  children  admitted  to  the  B 
lum  between  1880  and  1890,  471  had  drunken  fathers,  84  h 
mothers,  while  66  were  of  alcoholic  parentage  on  both  side 
209  cases  was  there  no  history  of  alcoholism  on  either  sit 
no  information  on  this  point  was  forthcoming.  In  57  case 
itively  ascertained  that  conception  had  taken  place  while 
was  drunk,  and  in  24  other  cases  the  same  circumstance  wa 
probable,  though  not  quite  certain. — British  Med,  Joia\ 
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THE    COCAINE    HABIT. 

According  to  the  British  Medical  Journal,  the  cocaine  habit  is 
on  the  increase,  and  is  fostered  by  well  meaning  persons  who  do  not 
understand  the  nature  of  preparations  of  coca.     It  says : 

"There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  many  parts  of  the  world  cocaine 
inebriety  is  largely  on  the  increase.  Many  writers  speak  of  it  as 
the  third  scourge  of  humanity,  alcohol  and  morphine  being  the  first 
and  second.  The  greatest  number  of  victims  is  to  be  found  among 
society  women,  and  among  women  who  have  adopted  literature  as  a 
profession ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  considerable  proportion  of 
chronic  cocainists  have  fallen  under  the  dominion  of  the  drug  from  a 
desire  to  stimulate  their  powers  of  imagination.  Others  have  acquired 
it  quite  innocently  from  taking  coca  wines  fortified  with  salts  of  the 
alkaloid  in  solution. 

"The  symptoms  experienced  by  the  victims  of  the  cocaine  habit  are 
illusions  of  sight  and  hearing,  neuro- muscular  irritability,  and  local- 
ized anaesthesia.  After  a  time  insomnia  supervenes,  and  the  patient 
displays  a  curious  hesitancy,  and  an  inability  to  arrive  at  a  decision 
on  even  the  most  trivial  matter.  In  Paris  the  use  of  the  hypodermic 
syringe  for  the  administration  of  both  cocaine  and  morphine  is  ex- 
tremely common,  and  there  are  establishments  to  which  ladies  of 
fashion  resort  periodically  in  order  to  have  the  accustomed  stimulant 
administered.  One  drug  habit  rapidly  engenders  another,  and  the 
victim  of  chronic  cocainism  is  usually  addicted  to  overindulgence  in 
alcohol,  besides  being  a  confirmed  cigarette  smoker. 

"Stringent  measures  should  be  taken  to  stamp  out  an  evil  which,  if 
once  established,  is  difficult  to  eradicate.  Coca  wiqes  made  from  co- 
caine, and  cocaine  lozenges  and  tablets,  should  be  supplied  with  the 
utmost  caution,  and  there  should  be  a  distinct  understanding  that 
prescriptions  containing  coacine  should  not  be  dispensed  a  second 
time  without  being  re-initialed  by  the  prescriber." 

In  a  subsequent  issue  the  same  paper  resumes  the  subject,  touch- 
ing especially  on  the  innocent  and  well  intentioned  administration  of 
coca,  as  follows : 

"We  find  that  coca  wine  and  other  medicated  wines,  are  largely 
old  to  people  who  are  considered,  and  consider  themselves,  to  be  total 
abstainers.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  hear  the  mother  of  a  family  say : 
I  never  allow  my  girls  to  touch  stimulants  of  any  kind,  but  I  give 
them  each  a  glass  of  coca  wine  at  eleven  in  the  morning,  and  again  at 
bedtima '  Originally  coca  wine  was  made  from  coca  leaves,  but  it  is 
now  commonly  a  solution  of  the  alkaloid  in  a  sweet  and  usually  strong 
alcoholic  wine.  Not  long  ago  a  physician  reported  that  he  had  expe- 
rienced considerable  inconvenience  from  taking  a  glass  of  standard- 
ized coca  wine  which  he  had  mistaken  for  an  innocuous  beverage. 
Still  more  recently  we  have  been  furnished  with  the  details  of  the  case 
of  a  man  who,  thinking  to  abjure  the  use  of  alcoholic  stimulants, 
drank  coca  wine  so  freely  that  he  died  of  delirium  tremens.    School- 


3&S 


ECZEMA. 


mistresses,  as  a  rule,  have  a  deep-rooted  belief  iti  the  effic 
popular  drug,  and  give  it  to  their  pupils  on  the  slight 
in  complete  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  they  are  establish!] 
not  only  for  alcohol,  but  for  the  far  more  insidious  and 
poison,  ODCaine*  The  child  who  is  the  innocent  victim  of 
is  way  svard  iii  disposition,  is  restless  and  disturbed  at  mf. 
incapable  of  prolonged  application.  The  mania  for  takii 
stimulants  is  widespread,  and  is  a  distinct  source  of  dai 
national  health.  It  is  difficult  to  say  at  present  what  steps 
taken,  but  it  is  obvious  that  at  no  distant  date  some  rest 
have  to  be  placed  on  the  sale  of  coca  wine  and  its  congener 


LOCAL   TREATMENT    OF    REGIONAL    FORMS    OF   EC 

Dr.  Louis  A,  Duhriug  has  an  interesting  article  on  tl 
in  the  American  Journal  &f  Medical  Seimee^  April,  1809 

fines  the  disease  and  calls  attention  to  the  necessity  of  a 
with  the  pathological  changes  taking  place  in  the  skiu  befa 
judiciously  select  our  remedies,   hence  the  necessity  of  s 
ledge  of  iis  general  and  local  pathology. 

He  says  there  are  two  modes  of  therapeutics,  internal  rei 
local  agents,  including  baths,  lotions,  ointments,  pastas,  ph 
dages,  etc.  The  employment  of  local  agents  depends  on  i 
and  form  of  the  disease,  the  remedy  prescribed,  its  strengtl 
of  application,  whether  ointment,  paste,  plaster,  or  lotion, 

Owing  to  tin*  minute  anatomy  of  the  skin,  most  n 
somewhat  different  remedies  and  modes  of  application,     Tl 
the  disease,  whether  acute,  sub- acute  or  chronic  must  be  cc 

Thus,  the  dist-ase  being  thr.  sarin,  is  modified  somewhat 
gion  Involved,  the  age  and  the  general  condition  of  the  sul 
local  cause. 

Eczema  of  the  Scalp, —In  adults  frequently  erythemato 
or  squamous.  In  infants  and  children,  pustular  and  ems 
to  become  chronic,  hence  needs  stimulating  remedies. 

If  the  eczema  be  of  the  vesico  pustular  or  pustular  fSfial 
the  crusts  by  a  bland  oil,  followed  by  soap  and  water,  then 
carbolic  acid  lotion,  together  with  a  saturated  solution  of 
and  ten  minims  of  glycerine  to  the  ounce,  followed  by  an  o 
salicylic  acid,  fifteen  grains  to  the  ounce. 

In  the  acute  pustular  form,  with  tendency  to  relapses,  i 
olive  oil,  ten  or  twenty  grains  to  the  ounce*  or  with  equal  rj 
of  almond  and  lime  water  is  useful. 

In  the  sub  acute,  of  discharging  form,  a  salicylic  acid 
twenty-five  to  forty  grains  to  the  ounce.  In  the  so  called 
eczema,  a  weak  sulphur  ointment,  ten  to  thirty  grains  to  t 
lu  the  very  mild  manifestations  of  the  disease,  some  of  the 
soaps  may  be  used,  such  as  the  sulphur,  salicylic-sulphur 
and  tar. 
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In  the  chronic  form,  as  met  with  in  adults,  with  itchy,  reddish, 
scaly,  diffused  areas,  tar  and  the  tarry  products,  in  the  form  of  lotions 
or  ointments,  when  not  too  strong,  are  especially  useful.  He  men- 
tions the  fact  that  it  is  a  common  mistake  to  use  tar  too  strong.  Oil 
of  birch  or  oil  of  cade,  fifteen  minims  to  the  ounce  of  sweet  almond  or 
olive  oil  is  at  times  useful.  Of  the  mercurial  salts, calomel  and  white 
precipitate  in  the  form  of  an  ointment,  twenty  to  eighty  grains  to  the 
ounce,  or  citrine  ointment,  rubbed  with  olive  oil  or  oil  of  almond,  to 
the  consistency  of  thick  cream  is  serviceable.  The  author  then  calls 
attention  to  the  necessity  of  watching  closely  the  result  of  the  medica- 
ment employed,  that  too  much  stimulation  be  not  produced,  as  much 
mischief  may  thereby  be  done. 

Eczema  of  the  Face.— This  region  is  the  seat  of  both  the  acute  and 
chronic  form.  In  the  adult  we  have  the  erythemato-vesicular  and 
erythematous  varieties.  The  former,  acute  and  subacute ;  the  latter 
chronic  and  rebellious. 

A  lotion  of  boric  acid  and  carbolic  acid,  ten  or  fifteen  grains  to  the 
ounce  of  glycerine,  with  or  without  oxide  of  zinc,  is  useful  in  the  form 
observed  on  the  forehead  of  elderly  men.  When  there  is  thickening 
of  the  skin,  and  the  natural  folds  and  lines  are  exaggerated,  especially 
if  there  be  hyperesthesia,  a  good  ointment  is,  R. — Camphor  3ss,  em- 
plast.  plumbii  3iij,  petrolati  3iij,  oL  olives  3j. 

An  ointment  composed  of  acetanilid  and  cold  cream,  forty  to  eighty 
grains  to  the  ounce,  often  allays  heat  and  itching. 

In  the  vesicular,  vesico-pustular,  and  pustular  eczemas  of  infants 
and  children,  so  frequently  met  with  on  the  face,  the  Bimpler  drying 
lotions,  as  oxide  of  zinc  and  lime  water,  two  drachms  to  four  ounces, 
with  a  little  glycerine ;  boric  acid  lotions,  with  or  without  such  pow- 
ders as  starch,  talc,  zinc  oxide,  or  bismuth  subnitrate  are  called  for. 
Bland  pastes,  as  H. — Zinc  oxide  3ij,  pulv.  amyli  3ij,  petrolatum  3  iv. 
The  above  as  a  base  with  the  addition  of  camphor,  salicylic  acid,  car- 
bolic acid,  or  resorcin  in  suitable  strengths  are  suitable  for  eczema, 
generally  upon  any  non  hairy  region. 

Eczema  of  the  Lips. — Here,  soothing  and  bland  remedies,  as  boric 
acid  and  glycerine  lotions,  with  the  occasional  use  of  stronger  agents, 
as  solutions  of  potassa  and  nitrate  of  silver  are  used.  The  latter,  in 
chronic  cases  only.  Internal  treatment  and  hygiene  are  not  to  be 
neglected. 

Eczema  of  the  Eye- lids — As  this  occurs  principally  in  children  of 
a  weakly  or  scrofulous  disposition,  hygiene,  diet,  and  asepsis  play  a 
prominent  part.  As  in  eczema  of  the  lips,  potassa  solution,  ten  grains 
to  the  ounce  of  water,  or  silver  nitrate  solution,  may  be  carefully  ap- 
plied to  the  edges  of  the  lida  A  good  ophthalmic  ointment  is  lanolin 
3iij,  oil  of  sweet  almonds  and  water  aa.  3sa 

Eczema  of  the  Beard. — Here,  the  local  treatment  will  be  mainly 
that  of  sycosis,  although  the  skin  will  be  found  less  tolerant  of  stimu- 
vol.  lvu. — 22 
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lating  remedies.  Antiseptic  lotions,  pastes,  ointments,  and  plaster 
may  be  here  used,  especially  those  containing  the  mercurials  and  sul- 
phur. Ointments  and  pastes,  containing  from  10  to  15  per  cent  ich- 
thyol,  or  plasters  of  salicylic  acid  of  from  2  to  five  per  cent, are  useful 

Eczema  of  the  Ears. — In  this  variety  ointments  and  pastes  are  more 
serviceable  than  lotions  and  plasters.  The  vesicular  and  pustular  va- 
rieties are  most  frequently  met  with.  Subdue  the  acute  vesicular 
and  pustular  symptoms  by  zinc  oxide  and  boric  acid  lotions,  remove 
the  crusts  and  prescribe  a  zinc-starch-petrolatum  paste  with  carbolic 
or  salicylic  acid,  2  or  3  per  cent,  strength,  or  tar,  or  acetanilid  5  or  10 
per  cent  strength. 

Eczema  of  the  Trunk,  Thioh,  and  Arms. — Here,  the  eruption  is  apt 
to  be  symmetrical  and  assume  the  form  of  erythema,  papules  or  ves- 
icopapules.  The  erythematous  and  maculo-papular  varieties,  which 
are  generally  acute  or  sub-acute,  call  for  bland  or  sedative  powders, 
washes,  or  pastes,  as  the  oxide  of  zinc  and  glycerine  wash,  or  zinc-starch- 
petrolatum  paste.  In  the  strictly  papular  form,  moderately  stimulat- 
ing washes  may  be  used,  as  carbolic  acid  and  glycerine,  comp,  tinct 
of  coal-tar,  thymol,  camphor,  or  salicylic  acid  paste. 

Eczema  of  the  Genitals. — In  the  male,  the  scrotum,  and  in  the  fe- 
male, the  labia  majora  are  the  parts  commonly  affected.  In  chronic 
eczema  of  the  scrotum,  with  thickening  and  corrugation  of  the  skin, 
strong  applications  are  required.  Tar,  one-half  to  one  drachm  to  the 
ounce  of  ointment ;  tar  ointment,  one  ounce,  calomel,  one  drachm, 
carbolic  acid,  fifteen  minims ;  acetanilid,  one  drachm  to  the  ounce  of 
cold  cream  ointment  The  scrotum  seems  more  tolerant  of  harsh  med- 
ication than  most  other  regions.  Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that 
eczema  of  the  genitals  is  often  a  distinct  manifestation  of  a  neurotic 
state  calling  for  dietetic  and  hygienic  treatment 

Eczema  of  the  Anus. — Attention  is  first  called  to  the  necessity  of  a 
correct  diagnosis  before  treatment  is  instituted.  Especial  attention  is 
also  called  to  the  value  of  very  hot  applications  followed  by  cooling  or 
antipruritic  ointments  or  lotions.  The  following  is  recommended  for 
itching  and  burning:  R. — Precipitated  sulphur,  9ij  ;  napihol,  9j; 
morphine,  grs,  i j ;  zinc  carbonate,  3j ;  cold  cream  ointment,  5j. 

Eczema  of  the  Nipples. — When  the  disease  has  become  chronic  and 
rebellious  to  treatment,  friction  with  sapo  mollis,  painting  with  liquor 
potasssB,  acetic  or  lactic  acid,  nitrate  of  silver,  or  tiucture  of  iodine, 
followed  by  emollient  applications,  ointments,  pastes,  or  plasters,  are 
not  only  well  borne,  but  oi  much  value. 

Eczema  of  the  Leg. — The  varieties  here  encountered  are  the  erythe- 
matous, erythemato-squamous,  vesicular,  or  vesico -pustular,  all  of 
which  tend  to  the  formation  of  eczema  madidani.  The  disease  is  also 
modified  by  the  age  and  condition  of  the  patient,  the  degree  of  venous 
engorgement,  stasis  oedema,  and  general  strength  or  debility  of  the 
tissue.  Plasters  are  the  best  form  of  applications  to  this  part,  a  good 
basis  for  the  formation  of  which  is :      R.  — Liquefied  soap  plaster  (17. 
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S.  P.) ,  90  parts ;  olive  oil,  10  parts.  It  is  moderately  soft  and  spread 
easily  upon  muslin  or  thin  kid.  So  this  base  can  be  added  salicylic 
acid,  tar,  carbolic  acid,  resorcin,  sulphur,  and  other  drugs. 

Eczema  of  the  Hand  and  Fingers. — While  not  common,  it  is  prone 
to  become  chronic,  and  is  generally  associated  with  a  neurotic  or  de- 
pressed condition.  The  milder  mercurial  ointments  are  often  service- 
able. Pastes,  with  which  litharge  or  salicylic  acid  is  incorporated,  are 
serviceable.  Upon  small  patches,  tar  or  salicylic  acid,  incorporated 
with  comp.  tr.  benzoin,  collodion,  or  liquor  gutta  percha,  may  be  ap- 
plied as  a  fixed  dressing. 

Eczema  op  the  Palms  and  Soles. — Usually  rebellious  to  treatment, 
it  calls  for  general  as  well  as  local  remedies.  Locally,  the  fixed  plas- 
ters, when  they  can  be  applied,  are  neat,  cleanly,  and  effective. 

[Mcndt.] 

^ 

Care  of  Carcinoma  with  Injections  of  Alcohol. 

The  remarkable  results  obtained  by  Hassel  with  injections  of  alco- 
hol are  described  in  the  Therap.  Woch.,  of  Oct  11  and  25. 

The  alcohol  favors  sclerosis,  cirrhosis  and  cicatrization  in  all  growths 
like  struma,  angioma,  cysts,  lymphatic  gland  tumors,  sarcoma,  carci- 
noma, and  especially  carcinoma  of  the  breast  and  cervix  uteri  In 
fifteen  out  of  eighteen  cases  of  carcinoma  of  the  breast  the  growth 
gradually  dwindled  away,  until  in  a  year  there  was  nothing  left  of  it 
but  the  connective  tissue  stroma,  and  there  has  been  no  return.  The 
three  cases  that  were  not  benefited  were  relapses  in  the  axilla  of  long 
standing.  Five  cases  of  carcinoma  of  the  cervix  also  recovered  com- 
pletely, and  the  patients  are  still  living  and  in  good  health.  The  ef- 
fect on  the  general  health  is  even  more  surprising.  The  pains  and 
uneasiness  pass  away,  and  sleep,  appetite,  assimilation,  and  strength 
return  in  a  most  remarkable  manner. 

He  uses  alcohol  diluted  one-half,  or  even  more  with  very  sensitive 
patients,  as  he  has  found  it  less  painful  while  equally  effective  with 
the  undiluted.  He  prefers  a  Windier  syringe  to  a  Fravaz,  as  the 
needle  is  longer  by  4  cm ,  and  reaches  farther  into  the  depths  of  the 
tissues.  He  makes  one  or,  at  most,  two  injections  at  a  time,  drawing 
the  breast  out  and  inserting  the  needle  so  that  the  alcohol  will  pene- 
trate into  the  retromammary  cellular  tissue  beyond  the  middle  of  the 
gland  The  contents  of  the  syringe  should  flow  out  gradually  on 
gentle  pressure  of  the  piston ;  if  there  is  resistance,  he  withdraws  it  a 
little  and  inserts  the  point  sidewise  in  another  direction.  In  this  way 
the  retromammary  space  is  filled  with  the  alcohol,  5  to  10  a  cm.  for 
small  tumors,  and  10  to  20  acm.  for  larger  ones.  He  is  careful  not  to 
touch  the  rear  wall  of  the  tumor,  but  keep  always  well  in  the  space 
behind  it  After  the  needle  is  first  introduced,  he  withdraws  it  to  see 
if  any  blood  flows  out  of  the  hole,  showing  that  the  needle  had  pene- 
trated a  blood-vessel.      If  it  has,  he  cleans  the  syringe  and  inserts  it 
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in  another  place.  The  injections  are  made  once  or  twice  a  week  at 
first,  and  then  later  once  in  two  or  three  weeka  The  patients  with 
carcinoma  of  the  cervix  were  dispensary  cases  and  received  only  six  to 
twelve  injections  in  all,  extending  over  many  weeka 

A  case  of  inoperable  cancer  of  the  rectum  is  also  described  as  much 
benefited,  but  death  ensued  from  heart  disease.  He  has  modified  the 
Windier  syringe  to  make  it  stronger,  with  a  metal  tip  that  screws  on, 
and  a  handle  to  enable  it  to  be  more  firmly  grasped  in  making  injec- 
tions into  the  uterus  above  the  cervix,  which  require  considerable 
effort.  He  adds  that  he  never  draws  down  the  uterus,  but  leaves  it 
in  its  normal  position,  so  that  the  alcohol  can  find  its  way  into  the 
tissues  without  undue  distention,  which  might  cause  necrosis.  Alco- 
hol has  no  effect  on  mastitis  chronica,  and  is  therefore  a  means  of  dif- 
ferentiation. Several  cases  of  mastitis  chronica  refused  to  accept  his 
diagnosis,  and  had  the  breast  removed  by  other  surgeons,  when  his- 
tological investigation  confirmed  his  statements. — Journal  American 
Medical  Association, 


New  Treatment  of  Prolapsus  Anl. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Piatt,  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  Bulletin,  July, 
offers  the  following  as  a  modification  of  treatment  of  prolapsus  bj  su- 
ture. He  says  this  method  of  treatment  is  not  at  all  original  with 
him.  He  had  operated  on  a  child  in  vain  by  other  methods.  He  had 
twice  employed  linear  cauterization,  thus  endeavoring  to  bring  about 
adhesion  between  the  bowel  and  the  tissues,  but  without  avail 

Dr.  Earle,  of  Baltimore,  recommended  an  opetation  which  Dr.  Kel- 
ly had  suggested,  and  which  completely  cured  the  prolapse.  Not 
long  ago  this  second  patient  entered  the  Garrett  Hospital  with  an  ob- 
stinate prolapse  of  the  rectum,  which  projected  about  four  inches  be- 
low the  body  each  time  the  child  had  a  stool  He  did  this  operation, 
keeping  the  suture  in  for  three  weeks.  It  was  entirely  successful  He 
afterward  learned  that  Dr  Kelly  has  used  this  operation  in  the  vagina 
in  cases  of  prolapse  of  the  uterus.  In  the  case  of  the  anus  the  opera- 
tion is  as  follows : 

"At  the  junction  of  the  skin  and  mucous  membrane,  just  beneath 
the  latter,  a  curved  needle  is  inserted  in  the  median  line  below,  and  a 
silk  thread  is  carried  half  way  round  the  anus  and  out  again  in  the 
median  line  above,  re-inserted  in  the  same  opening  and  brought  out 
at  the  first  puncture,  making  a  purse  string  suture.  The  little  finger 
is  then  put  in  the  anus  and  the  string  tied  snugly  around  it  Appar- 
ently this  would  cause  suppuration,  and  possibly  a  fistula.  It  does 
nothing  of  the  kind,  nor  does  it  cause  any  pain  afterward.  The  child 
has  its  stools  in  a  recumbent  position.  If  the  feces  are  at  all  hard,  in- 
jections are  given  to  soften  them.  After  three  weeks,  the  suture  is 
withdrawn  and  the  place  kept  clean,  when  it  heals  immediately  with 
no  return  of  the  prolapsus.    By  this  method  the  bowel  is  kept  in  place 
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long  enough  to  contract  adhesions ;  by  the  other  methods  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  keep  the  bowel  from  coming  down  after  or  during  a  stool ;  no 
pad  in  the  world  will  keep  it  up  in  the  case  of  a  young  child.  Two 
weeks  after  the  removal  of  the  sutures,  in  these  two  cases,  one  could 
not  tell  that  sutures  had  been  used. — Jour.  Amer.  Med.  Asso. 


IJ1PLANTED    BONES. 

A.  Barth  describes  in  Ziegler's  Beitrage,  No.  1,  a  series  of  ex- 
periments to  determine  the  processes  that  occur  when  bones  are  im- 
planted He  used  several  animals,  and  sawed  or  trephined  out  a 
small  piece  of  the  skull  or  of  some  long  bone,  replacing  it  in  five  min- 
utes, and  then  studying  the  healing  processes  of  the  wound. 

He  found  that  necrosis  of  the  replaced  fragment  speedily  ensued 
while  proliferation  proceeded  in  the  surrounding  parts,  first  forming 
granulations  and  then  osteoid  tissue.  The  sawdust  and  scraps  of  bone 
were  taken  up  by  the  giant  cells  and  gradually  became  merged  in  the 
osteoid  tissue.  By  the  third  week  new  bone  had  formed  around  the 
Haversian  canals  until  finally  the  new  callus  completely  covered  up 
the  dead  bone  substance.  It  seems  immaterial  whether  the  perios- 
teum was  retained  or  not.  The  only  exception  to  these  processes  was 
in  the  case  of  very  young  animals,  as  in  them  the  replanted  bone  re- 
tained its  vitality  to  a  certain  extent.  The  process  was  substantially 
the  same  whether  macerated  or  calcined  bone  was  implanted,  or  even 
pieces  of  sponge,  ivory,  or  bone  charcoal.  The  Bench.  Med.  Woch., 
of  Oct  20,  remarks  that  Barth's  results  are  more  reliable  than  those 
obtained  by  his  predecessors,  as  he  used  the  microscope  exclusively 
in  his  work. 

ECLECTIC    RECOGNITION    IN    FRANCE. 

L'Independance  Medicale, 
revue  hebdomadaire, 
Place  et  Rue  de  l'Ecole-de-Medicine,  21-23-25, 

pabis.  Paris,  le  12  Aprils  1897. 

Dear  Sir  and  Honored  Colleague  ;* 

We  intend  to  publish  in  our  Journal  your  excellent  article  of 
April,  1897,  under  the  title,  "An  Inencephalic  Monster,"  by  T.  W. 
Burton,  M.  D.,  Springfield,  O.  In  order  to  enhance  the  interest  in 
that  publication,  we  would  request  to  have  the  honor  to  ask  you  to 
furnish  us  a  copy  of  the  negative  or  of  the  photograph  of  the  above 
named  article  and  subject  taken.  In  anticipation  of  the  receipt  of 
such  a  favor,  we  desire  to  sincerely  express  to  you  our  high  apprecia- 
tion and  most  considerate  regard  toward  our  most  distinguished  col- 
league.       We  have  the  honor  to  be  yours,  &c. 

G.  Henry,  Secretary  of  B.  M. 

*  Translated  by  Prof.  Jeancon. 


344  EDITORIAL. 

EtolesfciG  ffiediGal  Jeurnal. 

▲  Monthly  Journal  of  Eeleetle  Medicine  and  Surgery.      SS.00  per  Annan. 
JOHN  K.  8CUDDBR,  M.  D.  Managing  Editor. 
ASSISTED  BY  THE  FACULTY  OF  THE  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  INSTITUTE. 
Published  by  THE  8CI7DDEB  BROTHERS  COMPANY,  1009  Plum  Street,  Clod* 
nati,  Ohio,  to  whom  aJ)  communications  and  remittances  should  be  sent 
This  Journal  is  now  copyrighted.    Permission  to  reprint  any  article  is  freely  accented 
when  credit  is  given  in  full  to  "Eclectic  Medical  Journal,  Cincinnati,  O." 

Articles  on  any  medical  topic  are  solicited,  which  will  usually  be  published  the  month 
following  their  receipt  One  hundred  reprints  of  articles  of  four  or  more  pages,  or  one 
dozen  copies  of  the  Journal,  will  be  f  >rwarded  free  if  the  request  is  made  when  the  article 
Is  submitted.     The  Editor  disclaims  any  responsibility  for  the  views  of  contributor!, 

IRIS    VERSICOLOR. 

The  older  Eclectics  seemed  to  do  some  wonderful  things  with 
powdered  blue  flag  as  a  remedy,  They  learned,  too,  that  the  poorly 
dried  root  was  of  little  or  no  value  as  a  medicine.  Prof.  Lloyd,  who 
has  carefully  studied  the  drug,  besides  confirming  this,  has  deter- 
mined that  the  iiis  grown  in  the  South  and  in  New  York  is  not  medi- 
cinally the  equal  of  Ohio  grown  iris.  The  soil  and  climate  affect  its 
chemical  properties,  and  modify  its  therapeutic  action. 

Iris,  under  the  old  classification,  is  an  emetic,  a  cathartic,  a  chola- 
gogue,  a  diuretic,  and  an  alterative.  Because  of  its  cholagogue,  ca- 
thartic, and  alterative  properties  or  action,  and  the  further  fact  that 
in  large  doses  it  many  times  caused  a  very  disagreeable  salivation,  it 
was  frequently  called  the  "Eclectic  mercury."  The  ptyalism  pro- 
duced by  it  is  attended  by  much  nausea,  and  great  prostration,  but 
there  is  an  absence  of  the  peculiar  fetor  that  accompanies  mercurial 
salivation.  Stimulating  remedies  like  capsicum  and  ginger,  when 
given  with  iris,  will,  to  a  great  degree,  overcome  the  untoward  actkm 
of  the  drug. 

Iris  may  be  said  to  be  indicated  in  any  case  in  which  an  "increased 
waste  and  an  improved  nutrition  are  demanded,  and  more  especially 
when  there  is  a  "sodden,  leaden-colored  tongue  and  tissues,'*  and 
general  fullness  of  the  throat,  pulse,  and  arteries,  together  with  glan- 
dular engorgement,  whether  it  be  of  the  liver,  spleen,  thyroid,  or 
lymph  glands  generally.  Hepatic  torpor,  bad  blood,  poor  nutrition, 
glandular  sluggishness,  etc.,  are  special  beacons  guiding  to  iris  as  a 
remedy. 

Coming  within  this  category  are  chronic  liver  troubles ;  and  some 
one  has  said  iris  is  especially  useful  in  those  cases  accompanied  by 
sharp,  cutting  pains,  worse  on  motion.  It  is  the  remedy  in  liver 
troubles  accompanied  by  jaundice,  white  stools,  or  by  dropsy,  by  con- 
stipation, by  the  so  called  biliousness,  and  by  sick  headache.  Iris 
has  a  specific  action  upon  the  thyroid  gland,  and  is  the  remedy  for 
bronchocela  Dr.  Niederkorn,  of  Versailles,  O.,  writes  us  that  he  has 
never  failed  to  cure  goitre  by  the  administration  of  iris,  but  that  it  is 
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necessary  to  vary  the  dose,  and  in  some  cases  to  correct  other  existing 
wrongs  by  remedies  specifically  indicated.  In  this  trouble  it  should 
be  given  internally  and  applied  locally.  Some  preparation  of  iodine 
is  a  favorite  local  application  with  many  of  our  physicians  in  this 
affection. 

Ins  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  glandular  affections  generally ;  in  ma- 
larial poisoning  with  involvement  of  the  spleen  and  liver ;  in  rheuma- 
tism, in  catarrhal  affections,  especially  in  some  cases  of  diarrhoea  and 
dysentery,  in  scrofulous  cachexia,  particularly  in  scorbutic  females, 
who  have  leucorrhcea,  dysmenorrhoea,  etc.  In  syphilis,  any  stage, 
but  more  especially  during  its  secondary  and  tertiary  manifestations, 
iris  is  an  admirable  remedy.  In  some  cases  of  stomatitis,  and  in  gas- 
trointestinal disorders,  like  cholera  morbus  and  cholera  infantum,  it 
is  decidedly  beneficial  when  given  in  small  dosea  In  some  cases  of 
skin  diseases — those  in  which  iris  indications  are  prominent — it  is  a 
most  satisfactory  remedy.  This  is  markedly  true  in  some  cases  of 
eczema,  psoriasis,  and  pustular  diseases  in  children.  When  the  mouth 
is  dry  and  saliva  scanty,  iris  in  fair  sized  doses  is  efficient  Iris  is 
recommended  in  prostatic  troubles,  and  seminal  losses  in  cases  in 
which  there  is  marked  debility,  with  mental  complications. 

When  iris  is  given  in  doses  that  are  too  large,  it  irritates  and  dis- 
turbs the  stomach.  Small  doses  allay  gastric  irritation.  The  specific 
medicine  iris,  the  ideal  preparation  of  the  drug,  is  given  in  teaspoon- 
fid  doses  exery  three  or  four  hours  of  a  mixture  of  ten  drops  to  one 
drachm  of  the  specific  medicine  to  four  fluid  ounces  of  water.  Many 
conquests  over  disease  have  been  decided  in  favor  of  Eclectic  physi- 
cians by  iris,  and  it  deserves  a  thorough  trial  at  the  hands  of  every 
practitioner  of  medicine.  w.  e.  b. 


SPECIFIC    MEDICATION. 

Machine  doctors  can,  some  how,  never  understand  specific  medi- 
cation. Five  drops  of  a  specific  medicine  to  four  ounces  of  water,  is 
a  dilution  which  seems  to  them  too  feeble  for  any  use.  They  appear 
to  be  incapable  of  close  study  and  cautious  trial,  and  of  that  percep- 
tion which  tells  them  of  a  remedy  that  is  appropriate  or  of  one  which 
must  at  first  be  cautiously  administered,  To  such,  proprietary  med- 
icines are  a  boon.  With  a  ready-made  remedy  and  diagnosis,  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  becomes  an  easy  matter,  and  there  is  apparently  no 
reason  why  the  sick  should  so  often  obstinately  refuse  to  recover. 

Occasionally  some  one  of  my  Regular  friends  will  remark,  "So  you 
claim  to  have  specifics  for  diseases,  do  you?"  I  answer  "No  sir,  we 
have  no  specific  for  any  disease. "  Then  follows  an  argument  and  an 
explanation.  We  adapt  the  treatment  to  the  symptoms ;  as  the  symp- 
oms  vary,  the  indicated  remedies  are  varied.  As  our  remedies  are 
(hanged  to  meet  the  different  morbid  phases,  we  are  on  the  alert  to 
(etect  such  conditions,  and  to  learn  the  remedy  indicated.      This  re- 
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quires  careful  study  and  close  observation.  I  find  physicians  wht 
are  willing  to  admit  that  there  is  "something  in  specific  medication,' 
but  who  say  that  it  is  too  complicated,  too  complex,  too  difficult  for 
practical  use ;  that  those  nice  distinctions  in  the  character  of  the  pulse, 
tongue,  skin,  etc.,  are  all  very  well,  but  require  too  much  time  and 
trouble  in  the  application  of  remedies.  Others  say  they  cannot  always 
find  specific  indications,  or  that  the  remedy  fails  to  relieve  although 
the  morbid  condition  appears  to  call  for  it  This  is  no  doubt  true  in 
a  measure,  but  a  physician  should  be  self-reliant,  and  possess  a  cer- 
tain adaptability  to  the  situation  and  an  independence  of  thought  and 
action  which  will  allow  him  to  depart  from  conventionalities,  and  in 
emergencies  adopt  measures  of  his  own,  for  he  will  often  be  confronted 
with  conditions  not  described  in  books. 

The  Eclectic  school  has  broken  down  the  ancient  traditions  of  vene- 
section, blistering,  and  purging.  They  have  destroyed  the  fallacies 
of  contraria  contrariis  curanter,  and  have  thrown  the  old  methods 
of  treatment  into  a  state  of  confusion,  chaos,  and  uncertainty.  From 
this  wreck  of  idols,  the  system  of  direct  medication  has  arisen.  The 
spirit  of  exactness  in  practice  has  spread  to  all  schools  of  medicine, 
and  the  concept  of  specific  medication  permeates  the  entire  profession. 
Our  school  will  not  by  many  be  credited  with  having  produced  this 
condition  in  medicine.  Indeed,  there  are  physicians  who  ignore  Ec- 
lecticism, and  refuse  to  credit  anything  coming  from  this  irregular 
source,  and  yet  they  practice  its  teachings,  and  by  their  own  efforts 
discover  (?)  lobelia,  gelsemium,  macrotys,  cypripedium,  and  many 
other  remedies  well-known  to  us  for  a  generation.  l.  w. 


THE  STUDENT'S  PREPARATION. 

Now  that  the  college  session  is  over,  the  student  will  enjoy  his 
well  earned  rest.    Rest,  however,  does  not  imply  inactivity ;  for,  while 
the  regular  medical  studies  may  be  laid  aside  for  a  while,  the  student 
should  not  dismiss  all  thought  of  matters  pertaining  to  them.     He 
can  do  no  better  than  to  brush  up  in  some  of  the  accessory  studies, 
while  he  is  taking  his  vacation.     He  should  enjoy  reading — as  he 
would  a  standard  work  of  fiction — the  history  of  medicine,  particularly 
that  pertaining  to  the  practice  of  medicine  in  America,  and  above  all, 
the  history  of  our  Eclectic  branch  of  the  profession.     Such  a  course 
will  give  him  pleasure  and  a  clearer  conception  of  what  Eclecticism 
is,  and  how  it  has  forged  its  way  honorably  to  the  front  until  it  is  now 
recognized  as  the  peer  of  any  sect  in  medicine.     No  one  could  read 
the  biographies  of  such  men  as  Jabdiel,  Boylston,  Dorsey,  Rush, 
Physick,  Hosack,  Wistar,  and  the  Bards,  without  being  a  better  man 
and  a  better  physician  for  it ;  while  the  struggles  of  Beach,  Morrow, 
King,  Howe,  and  Scudder,  as  well  as  many  others  of  our  own  ranks, 
will  strengthen  the  ties  which  bind  these  men,  Eclecticism,  and  our- 
selves together. 
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These  are  fitting  studies  to  be  taken  up  between  college  terms.  If 
you  are  familiar  with  botany,  refresh  your  memory  with  the  princi- 
ples, engage  in  field  work,  and  collect  a  herbarium.  It  will  make 
your  study  of  materia  medica  many  fold  easier,  even  though  you  do 
not  prepare  for  yourselves  a  single  medicinal  preparation.  Study  and 
practice  prescription  writing,  not  with  a  view  to  prescription  practice, 
but  to  become  familiar  with  the  proper  forms  and  with  the  signs  em- 
ployed in  medical  writings. 

We  have  observed  with  regret  that  doctors  are  proverbially  poor 
spellers.  This  should  not  be  so,  for  with  the  many  similar  terms 
common  to  our  studies,  as  ilium  and  ileum,  peritoneum  and  perineum, 
sulphite  and  sulphate,  etc,  great  care  should  be  exercised  in  express- 
ing ourselves  upon  paper.  This  matter  of  spelling  needs  more  atten- 
tion than  the  average  student  and  doctor  generally  give  to  it  We 
would  urge,  therefore,  that  the  student  give  especial  and  more  than 
ordinary  thought  to  this  subject  as  he  pursues  his  studies.  It  does 
not  require  any  extra  study  to  observe  the  proper  spellings  and  capi- 
talizations as  one  proceeds  with  his  studies ;  but  it  does  require  that 
he  think  of  the  matter,  and  they  will  then  unconsciously  come  to  him. 

The  student  should  practice  composition,  especially  in  regard  to 
descriptions.  This  will  enable  him  to  better  retain  what  he  has 
learned,  and  will  fit  him  for  a  creditable  showing  in  his  written  exam- 
inations. Undoubtedly  some  fail  in  their  examinations  before  State 
boards,  where  the  only  means  of  determining  their  proficiency  is  by 
their  written  statements,  simply  because  they  are  unable  to  properly 
express  their  answers ;  or  being  slow  and  poor  in  composition,  they 
exhaust  their  allotted  time  long  before  they  have  finished  answering 
the  prescribed  list  of  questions.  We  urge  seriously,  then,  that  the 
student  give  considerable  time  to  both  composition  and  spelling — the 
latter,  in  fact,  being  a  requisite  to  good  composition. 

While  on  this  subject  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  suggest  that  the  pre- 
ceptor quiz  his  student  every  day  or  two,  or  at  least  once  a  week.  We 
have  in  mind  an  Eclectic  physician  in  one  of  our  smaller  Ohio  towns, 
who  has  sent  several  students  to  the  Institute,  and  who  makes  a  prac- 
tice of  daily  quizzing  his  students.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  all  of 
them  have  made  brilliant  records  in  their  class  work.  While  much, 
very  much,  depends  upon  the  selection  of  the  student,  as  much  de- 
pends upon  the  thoroughness  with  which  he  does  his  work.  The 
higher  medical  education  now  required  of  students  in  medicine  is 
working  wonderful  results,  and  we  welcome  any  means  that  will  help 
it  along. H*  w#  F# 

FRAXINUS    AMERICANA— White  Ash. 

Recently,  while  reading  Burnett's  Organ  Diseases  of  Women, 
notably  Enlargements  and  Displacements  of  the  Uterus,  and  Steril- 
ity considered  as  curable  by  Medicines,  which  to  us  is  a  very  inter- 
esting work,  we  were  impressed  by  the  prominence  and  forcible  rec- 
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ommendation  given  this  drug  by  the  author  in  the  treatment  of  ute- 
rine engorgements,  and  bad  cases  of  subinvolution  and  prolapsus  of 
the  womb.  We  know  that  such  cases  are  of  common,  everyday  oc- 
currence in  the  practice  of  all  physicians  who  treat  many  women.  We 
know,  too,  that,  as  a  class  of  cases,  they  do  not  readily  respond  either 
to  internal  or  tq  local  medication.  If  you  ask  your  neighbors  what 
remedy  or  remedies  they  give  in  the  treatment  of  a  large,  heavy, 
doughy,  subinvoluted,  prolapsed  womb,  no  two  replies  will  be  alike ; 
and  where  there  is  such  a  general  lack  of  similarity  in  the  treatment 
of  any  lesion,  you  can  take  it  as  a  certainty  that  no  treatment  is  wholly 
satisfactory.  Prof.  Howe,  who  was  not  a  model  medicationist,  de- 
clared that  specific  mangifera  indica  would  reduce  the  size  of  an  ab- 
normally large  womb.  And  as  he  used  so  few  remedies  that  those  he 
did  use  should  have  been  thoroughly  proven  and  known  to  him,  and 
we  were  so  sadly  in  need  of  a  medicine  for  this  purpose,  we  followed 
his  suggestions  in  the  use  of  mangifera  in  these  particular  cases.  But 
the  results  tended  toward  the  destruction  of  faith  in  medicine,  as  they 
were  nil,  or  so  slight  as  not  to  be  very  appreciable.  So  that  for  a  long 
time  we  have  been  casting  about  for  a  remedy  for  this  purpose,  with 
the  hope  that  it  might  be  found,  and  to  a  degree  at  least  help  us  lay 
aside  the  curette  and  other  operative  measures,  which  are  the  direct 
results  of  our  failures  in  this  line  of  medication. 

On  the  strength  of  Dr.  Burnett's  recommendation,  quite  a  number 
of  our  patients  have  since  received  straight  Fraxinus  Amer.  in  appre- 
ciable doses  of  from  five  to  ten  drops,  from  two  to  five  or  six  times  a 
day,  as  he  suggested,  and  we  are  closely  watching  results. 

In  looking  over  the  literature  at  hand  we  see  that  fraxinus  has  long 
been  described  as  a  cathartic,  a  purgative,  an  alterative  and  an  astrin- 
gent ;  that  it  is  certainly  a  stimulant  to  the  vasomotor  system  of 
nerves,  and  to  the  absorbents  generally;  that  it  has  been  highly 
esteemed  as  a  remedy  in  uterine  congestion,  and  in  plethoric  condi- 
tions of  the  uterus  generally ;  that  it  is  a  remedy  for  dysmenorrhea 
of  the  congestive  type ;  that  it  is  a  remedy,  in  these  plethoric  people, 
for  constipation,  dropsy,  enlarged  spleen,  leucorrhoea,  hemorrhages, 
dyspepsia,  debility  and  cachexia,  etc.  ;  that  it  will  soon  overcome  the 
hyperplasia — hypertrophy  of  the  womb— and  relieve  all  attendant 
symptoms. 

The  question  we  are  particularly  iuterested  in  is,  "Will  it  do  these 
things?"  Will  the  Journal  readers  help  us  to  decide  the  question  for 
the  present  generation  of  doctors?  If  it  will  do  it,  it  is  a  remedy  that 
every  physician  needs,  and  needs  badly ;  if  it  will  not  do  it,  what  will 
it  do?  If  it  is  worthless,  we  don't  want  it  at  all,  and  we  will  look  fur- 
ther for  a  remedy.  The  dose  of  the  specific  medicine  is  from  five  to 
ten  drops  in  plenty  of  water.  w.  e.  b. 
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EUPHRASIA    OFFICINLIS- Eye-bright. 

Although  this  is  an  old  remedy,  our  use  of  it  does  not  extend  back 
so  very  far.  Our  attention  was  directed  to  it  when  in  consultation 
with  the  most  prominent  Homoeopathic  oculist  and  aurist  in  this  city. 
He  said  that  he  prescribed  it  daily,  and  with  the  greatest  confidence. 
Since  that  time  we  have  been  prescribing  it,  and  studying  its  action, 
in  every  case  presenting  in  which  it  seemed  to  be  the  indicated  rem- 
edy Under  old  classifications  it  is  described  as  a  mild  astringent  and 
tonic.  It  is  said  to  be  indicated  in  all  acute  catarrhal  diseases  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  especially  when  attended  by  profuse  secretion  of 
acrid  mucus  from  the  eyes  and  nose,  with  heat  and  pain  in  the  frontal 
sinus,  and  profuse  lachrymation. 

These  symptoms  are  usually  present  to  a  marked  degree  only  in 
acute  troubles.  Chronic  mucous  membrane  lesions  are  seldom  accom- 
panied by  much  fever  or  pain.  The  secretion  may  be  profuse,  but  it 
is  not  likely  to  be  acrid.  The  euphrasia  case  complains  of  dull,  ach- 
ing headache — a  feeling  as  though  the  head  would  burst ;  of  distress- 
ing photophobia,  and  of  a  smarting,  swollen,  burning  condition  of  the 
eyea  The  accumulation  of  the  discharge  causes  continuous  winking 
in  an  endeavor  to  keep  the  cornea  clean.  When  the  nasal  mucous 
membrane  is  involved,  there  is  not  only  a  profuse  watery  or  semi-pur- 
ulent discharge,  but  there  is  a  continual  coughing  and  sneezing,  that 
harasses  the  patient  day  and  night  When  the  respiratory  tract  is 
the  seat  of  the  disturbance,  the  cough  is  caused  by  irritation  of  the 
larynx ;  there  is  profuse  expectoration,  breathing  is  difficult,  and 
hawking  and  spitting,  especially  in  the  morning,  constitute  an  un- 
pleasant feature. 

With  these  indications  and  symptoms  before  us,  euphrasia  becomes 
an  excellent  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  acute  catarrhal  troubles  gen- 
erally, whether  they  are  of  the  eye,  or  ear,  or  respiratory,  or  intestinal 
character.  In  acute  inflammatory  conditions  of  the  eye,  whether  ca- 
tarrhal, scrofulous  or  rheumatic  in  their  nature,  euphrasia  is  a  most 
efficient  remedy.  This  is  especially  true  in  conjunctivitis  and  in  iritis. 

It  subdues  the  inflammation  quickly,  and  readily  relieves  the  pain* 
In  the  severe  case  of  iritis  in  which  we  saw  it  given,  the  result  was 
surprisingly  satisfactory.  Sulphate  of  atropia  was  used  locally,  and 
specific  bryonia  was  alternated  with  the  euphrasia.  Of  course,  all  of 
the  good  results  could  not  be  attributed  to  the  euphrasia  alone,  but 
the  result,  as  a  whole,  was  very  pleasant  The  consulting  specialist 
declared  that  in  bryonia  homoeopaths  and  eclectics  had  a  remedy  of 
incalculable  value  in  subduing  and  in  preventing  intraocular  inflam- 
matory action  and  results,  and  that  a  very  strange  part  of  it  is,  that 
its  value  seems  to  be  wholly  unknown  to  practitioners  of  other  schools. 
For  some  reason  they  have  not  "caught  on." 

Euphrasia  is  highly  recommended  in  certain  cases  of  cough  and 
hoarseness,  as  well  as  in  mild  cases  of  bronchitis,  when  the  symptoms 
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above  named  prevail.  It  is  justly  recommended  in  some  cases  of 
measles,  and  in  the  acute  stage  of  hay  fever,  etc.  Prof.  King,  in  the 
American  Dispensatory,  recommended  four  fluid  ounces  of  the  infu- 
sion— one  ounce  of  the  herb  to  the  pint  of  water — to  be  taken  night 
and  morning  when  the  stomach  is  empty,  for  certain  forms  of  epilepsy. 
We  have  not,  as  yet,  verified  its  usefulness  in  this  disease. 

Euphrasia  has  been  highly  recommended  as  a  collyrium,  in  the 
strength  of  from  five  to  fifteen  drops  of  the  specific  medicine  to  four 
fluid  ounces  of  water.  Some  of  the  older  Eclectic  books  suggest  the 
use  of  the  drug  in  the  form  of  a  poultice  to  the  eye,  in  some  cases  of 
active  inflammation.  We  rather  decry  than  recommend  this  use  of  it, 
as  poultices  of  any  form  or  make,  when  applied  to  the  eye,  become 
dangerous,  and  should  not  be  used,  especially  when  we  have  so  many 
superior  and  safer  means  of  overcoming  the  same  troubles.  Our  ex- 
periences with  the  drug  have  been  most  satisfactory,  and  we  would  be 
glad  to  hear  through  the  Journal  of  the  uses  others  have  made  of 
euphrasia  officinalis. 

From  ten  drops  to  four  drachms  of  the  specific  medicine  euphrasia 
may  be  added  to  four  fluid  ounces  of  water,  and  of  this  mixture  the 
dose  is  a  teaspconful  every  half  hour  to  three  or  four  hours,     w.  e.  b. 


5UR0E0NS  AND  SURdlCAL  OPERATIONS. 

Morbid  conditions  of  the  female  sexual  organs  do  not  always  call 
for  sugical  interference,  therapeutical  measures  will  sometimes  accom- 
plish a  cure ;  and  there  is  an  impression  prevalent  that  the  knife  is 
used  too  often,  and  that  cases  are  operated  upon  which  would  in  time 
yield  to  medicine. 

This  may  be  true  in  isolated  cases,  but  is  by  no  means  the  rule,  for 
although  I  have  been  present  at  many  surgical  operations  of  this  na- 
ture, both  in  hospital  and  in  private  practice,  either  as  an  assistant  or 
spectator,  I  have  never  yet  seen  but  one  case  in  which  such  proceed- 
ings were  not  justifiable. 

The  greater  error  seems  to  have  been  upon  the  side  of  conservatism, 
for  some  patients  have  their  chances  of  recovery  abridged,,  if  not  en- 
tirely lost,  by  a  course  of  temporizing  therapeutics.  I  have  had  con- 
siderable association  with  surgeons,  but  have  rarely  met  one  who  was 
"blood-thirsty",  or  who  could  be  induced  to  cut,  unless  the  indica- 
tions were  unmistakable  and  pressing ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  I 
have  known  them  to  refuse  to  operate,  requiring  other  measures  to  be 
first  exhausted,  in  cases  brought  from  long  distances,  although  urged 
strongly  to  "go  ahead. "  It  is  frequently  the  case  that  when  a  woman 
discovers  she  has  ovaries,  "the  trouble  begins."  She  will  talk  about 
them,  read  about  them,  study  about  them,  until  nothing  short  of 
ovariotomy  will  relieve  her  mind.  She  will  simulate  ovarian  symp- 
toms well  enough  to  deceive  the  very  elect,  and  undergo  section  with 
a  surprising  willingness  and  eagerness. 
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I  well  remember  a  patient,  a  literary  woman  and  writer  of  fiction, 
who  persistently  insisted  upon  removal  of  the  ovaries.  Her  husband, 
completely  won  over  by  the  woman's  representations,  was  also  clam- 
orous for  the  operation.  I  was  not  altogether  convinced  of  the  exis- 
tence of  such  serious  ovarian  trouble,  but  she  had  thoroughly  studied 
the  subject,  and  had  all  the  subjective  symptoms,  the  objective  were 
not  so  well  marked.  A  surgeon  was  consulted,  who  concluded  from 
the  wonan's  statements,  for  the  most  part,  that  an  operation  was  nec- 
essary. When  the  abdominal  cavity  was  opened,  no  ovarian  disease 
nor  other  abnormality  was  found.  The  surgeon,  remarking  with  dis- 
gust, "It  is  strange  what  some  women  will  do  to  be  8payed,,,  closed 
the  wound.  She  recovered  in  a  few  days,  but  would  not  pay  because 
the  ovaries  had  not  been  removed.  However,  the  following  summer 
she  went  East,  and  left  her  ovaries  there  when  she  returned,     l.  w. 


YOUR   5TATB  PAPER. 

The  character  of  society  work  is  largely  judged  by  the  papers 
presented  at  its  meetings  and  preserved  in  its  printed  transactions. 
Such  transactions  will  be  the  monuments  by  which  we  will  be  rated 
and  remembered  by  future  generationa  Therefore,  very  great  care 
should  be  given  to  the  preparation  of  the  paper  to  appear  therein. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  many  of  the  State  meetings  are  shortly  to 
be  held  (some  have  already  been  held),  it  is  the  duty  of  each  member 
who  has  something  valuable  and  interesting  to  embody  it  in  a  paper 
for  presentation  at  the  annual  meeting.  These  papers  Bhould  be  pre- 
pared at  once,  before  it  is  too  late  to  carefully  look  it  over  and  get  it 
in  proper  shape  for  publication.  Flowery  disquisitions  are  seldom  of 
value  in  a  medical  paper,  and  seldom  ever  enjoyed.  The  plain,  straight- 
forward paper,  with  something  of  value  in  it,  or  something  provoca- 
tive of  lively  and  profitable  discussion,  is  always  in  order  and  always 
enjoyed.  Many  of  the  papers  presented  at  State  meetings  are  not 
worth  the  paper  printed  upon,  simply  because  they  are  verbose  and 
flowery,  yet  lacking  in  point ;  again,  some  of  our  transactions  are 
largely  filled  with  unsightly  and  unreadable  papers  touching  the  sex- 
ual relations,  papers  absolutely  valueless  to  those  who  are  compelled 
to  listen  to  or  read  them.  Give  us  clean,  practical,  Eclectic  papers, 
and  the  whole  profession  will  vote  you  its  thanks. 

We  believe  it  the  duty  of  every  State  Association,  no  matter  how 
small  its  membership,  or  how  few  its  essays,  to  embody  in  printed 
form,  even  though  it  be  but  a  pamphlet,  the  papers  presented  at  its 
meetings,  provided  that,  as  before  stated,  they  are  worthy  of  publica- 
tion. These  records  will  be  valued  in  the  future,  and  will  do  much 
to  make  a  State  society  lasting  and  fruitful,  and  an  honor  to  Eclec- 
ticism, h.  w.  F. 
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TABLETS. 

It  is  true  that  a  few  remedies,  such  as  alkaloids  and  minerals,  are 
convenient  in  tablet  form,  especially  those  prepared  for  hypodermic 
use.  But  when  it  is  attempted  to  include  almost  the  entire  materia 
medica,  the  field  is  too  large  and  discredit  is  brought  upon  the  whole 
scheme. 

Many  remedies  are  of  such  nature  that  they  evaporate  from  the  tab- 
let, some  quickly,  others  gradually,  and  hence  in  this  form  are  unre- 
liable, because  the  actual  amount  of  the  drug  in  each  tablet  is  oncer 
tain.  We  might  as  well  undertake  to  confine  moonshine  in  tablets 
as  remedies  like  the  specific  medicine  cactus,  strophanthus,  passi- 
flora,  and  other  well-known  and  popular  specifics.  However,  those 
physicians  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  administering  large  and 
nauseous  doses  of  strong  and  disagreeable  medicines  will  find  tablets 
very  much  better,  please  their  patients  and  do  less  harm. 

I  use  a  few  varieties  of  tablets,  as  before  intimated,  but  not  many. 
For  one  reason,  even  if  they  were  always  reliable,  they  are  unpopular 
in  my  bailiwick.  The  Health  Department  furnishes  them  to  district 
physicians,  consequently  there  is  an  impression  among  the  people 
that  they  are  some  kind  of  "Cheap  John"  stuff  intended  only  for  the 
very  poor.  Not  long  since,  one  of  my  patients  refused  a  box  of  tablets 
(they  were  quinine  tablets),  saying,  "I  don't  want  any  of  that  con- 
founded pauper  medicine, "  I  fixed  him  out  with  capsules  and  spe- 
cific medicine. 

One  of  my  neighbors  dispenses  tablets  freely.  Several  of  his  pa- 
tients have  come  to  me  for  treatment  saying,  "Dr.  3L  always  gave 
me  tablets,  and  I  have  no  confidence  in  them.'9  But  as  long  as  phy- 
sicians will  buy  tablets,  tablets  will  be  made  and  competition  will  con- 
tinue to  render  the  price  very  low.  As  it  is,  we  have  tablets  of  the 
majority  of  the  remedies  in  general  use,  and  may  anticipate  tablets 
of  alcohol,  chloroform,  and  ether.  I  was  at  first  quite  taken  with  the 
tablet  fad  and  invested  freely.  I  have  most  of  them  yet.  They  are 
for  sale  cheap.  l.  w. 

COnnENCEHENT    EXERCISES. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Alumnal  Association  of  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Institute  was  held  in  the  lower  lectuft  hall  of  the  college,  at 
3  p.  m.,  Tuesday,  May  11th.     The  following  program  was  rendered: 

Call  to  order  by  the  President 

Secretary's  report 

Treasurer's  report 

Election  of  new  members. 

President's  Address B.  R.  Hubbard,  M.  D.,  Class  of  '79. 

Our  Association L.  A.  Perce,  M.  D. ,  Class  of '82. 

The  Faculty John  Uri  Lloyd. 

The  Class  of  1897 John  W.  Kannel,  M.  D.,  Class  of  '97. 

Medical  Legislation D.  Williams,  M.  D.,  Class  of  '70. 
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Election  of  officers  resulted  as  follows : 

President David  Williams,  '70,  Columbus,  O. 

1st  Vice  President. . . .  J.  W.  Kannel,  '97,  Rockford,  O. 

2d  Vice  President Lee  Strouse,  '87,  Covington,  Ky. 

Recording  Secretary.  .Geo.  W.  Brown,  '90,  Newport,  Ky. 

Treasurer Chas.G.  Smith,  '90,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Permanent  Cor.  Sec.  .J.  K.  Scudder,  '88,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Board  of  Censors Drs.  Locke,  Thomas,  and  Spencer. 

The  following  was  the  evening  programme  : 

FIFTY-SECOND  ANNUAL 

Commencement  Ofcaeercteea 

OF  THE 

Eclectic  medical  Institute 

AT  THE 

"JMitoriNtt"-0<l<l  fellows9  temple,  7tb  and  Elm  Streets, 

CINCINNATI. 
Tuesday  Evening,  May  II,  1897,  at  8  o'clock. 

1.  MUSIC-March,  "El  Capitan," Sousa. 

2.  INVOCATION, Rev.    G.W.Dubois. 

3.  MUSIC— Selections,  "Lady  Slavey," Kerker. 

4.  DEAN'S  ADDRESS,        ....        pROp.  F.  J.  Locke,  M.  D. 

5.  MUSIC— Waltz,  "Zenda," Wittmark. 

6.  CONFERRING  DEGREES,    -    John  Uri  Lloyd,  Ph.  M., 

President  Board  of  Trustees. 

7.  MUSIC— "Narcissus,"  (from  the  Water  Scenes)       -        -         Nevin. 

8.  VALEDICTORY  ADDRESS,       -        -      Prof.  L.  E.  Russell,  M.  D. 

9.  CORNET  SOLO, Mr.  Thomas  Waldron 

10.  BENEDICTION, Rev.  G.W.Dubois. 

11.  MUSIC— "E.  M.  I.  March," HW*r. 

musk  by  Weber  $  0rebe*tra. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  graduating  class  of  1897  : 

Aurin,  Emil  Carl.  Maas,  Max  A. 

Bechtel,  Elmer  E.  Mercer,  Berlie  Wesley. 
Beck,  Colon.                                   '  Morrow,  Benjamin  Beamer. 

Bennett,  Lovick  R  Montgomery,  David  N. 

Burge,  Aaron  D.  Musgrave,  A.  Clarence. 

Burton,  Thomas  C.  McWhinney,  Bert  P. 

Campbell,  Wm.  R  Newcomer,  Francis  T. 

Cline,  Corlee  Belford.  Noble,  Cyrus  W. 

Corya,  Wallace  D.  Porter,  McGuyer. 

Couch,  Gilbert  S.  Pulliam,  Seeley  T. 

Coy,  Warren  Deweeee.  Ray,  William  E. 

Crowell,  Frank  B.  Bitter,  Samuel  J.  Tilden. 

Duff,  Joseph  B.  Salisbury,  James  William. 

Dunn,  Joseph  C.  Scott,  Charles  Henry. 

Fonner,  George  M.  Shoemaker,  Bollin  C. 

Gadd,  Edson  R  Stephens,  C.  Perry. 

Gaige,  Elmer  M.  Stout,  Carey  A. 

Gregg,  Tedd  L.  Swearingen,  Perley  A- 

Hatch,  Harry.  Swett,  George  D. 

Hemminger,  Charles  J.  Taylor,  Ira  C. 

Houseman.  Kate.  Taylor,  Jesse. 

Huntley,  J.  Clyde.  Walker,  Alexander  R 

Hunter,  Jesse  A.  Wentz,  Cora  R 

Kannel,  John  William.  Westlake,  Frank  P. 

Klein,  Hilbert  P.  Wilson,  Alva. 
Latimore,  Wilmer  Armstrong.         White,  William  A. 

Latimore,  William  J.  Whitford,  Lena  R 
Young,  WiUiam  Mannen. 

There  were  55  graduates.  During  the  past  year  187  students  were 
in  attendance — one  of  the  most  successful  years  in  the  history  of  the 
college.  The  new  Announcement  for  1897-8  is  now  ready,  and  is 
being  mailed  to  every  Eclectic  physician. 


THE    NATIONAL. 

The  27th  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Asso- 
ciation will  be  held  at  Hotel  St.  Louis,  Lake  Minnetonka,  Minnesota, 
June  15,  16,  and  17,  1897.  Every  indication  points  to  a  very  success- 
ful meeting.  President  Maclean  writes  that  a  goodly  number  will 
accompany  him  from  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  information  gathered 
from  the  official  correspondence  to  Dr.  Howes,  of  Boston,  is  equally 
encouraging.  The  Western  Traffic  Association  has  granted  a  1J  rate, 
which  applies  from  points  west  of  Chicago.  The  Central  Traffic  Asso- 
ciation, covering  points  east  of  Chicago  may  coincide.  Where  these 
rates  cannot  be  had,  a  round  trip  tourist's  rate  is  always  on  sale  after 
June  1,  at  very  little  more  than  a  1 J  rate,  as  Minnetonka  is  a  tourist 
point  In  each  case  secure  a  receipt  for  cash  paid  for  your  tieket. 
For  more  definite  information  see  the  "Society  Notes' 9  in  the  back 
of  the  Journal  and  the  advertising  pages,  more  particularly  page  31. 
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BOOK'  NOTICES. 


An  American  Text- Book  of  Surgery,  for  Practitioners  and  Students. 
Cnntributed  by  thirteen  American  surgeons.  Edited  by  Wm.  W. 
Keen,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  and  J.  William  White,  M.D.,  Ph.D.  Phil- 
adelphia :  W.  B.  Saunders.     Cloth,  87.00. 

The  present  is  a  corrected  and  revised  second  edition  of  this  work, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  some  additions  and  correcting  some  errors, 
and  is  made  to  include  all  the  improvements  in  surgical  diagnosis 
and  treatment  up  to  the  present  time.  The  latest  addition  is  a  chap- 
ter on  the  "Use  of  the  X  or  Roentgen  Rays  in  Surgery,"  in  which  the 
conditions  in  which  skiagraphy  is  useful  are  noted. 

Besides  this,  the  second  edition  contains  important  sections  on  the 
effect  of  modern  small  arms  in  military  surgery ;  a  new  section  on 
acromegalia ;  a  number  of  additions  to  operations  and  methods  in 
endo  cranial  and  spinal  surgery ;  surgery  of  the  chest  and  digestive 
organs ;  the  use  of  the  Murphy  button  in  intestinal  anastomosis ;  a 
consideration  of  castration  for  enlarged  prostate ;  a  chapter  on  symphy- 
seotomy, etc. 

Other  sections  have  also  been  enlarged,  such  as  Fractures  and  Dis- 
locations, Appendicitis,  the  Radical  Cure  of  Hernia,  Amputations  of 
the  Breasts,  Displacement  of  the  Uterus,  etc.  The  work  is  a  complete 
textbook,  and  has  been  adopted  as  such  by  over  one  hundred  medical 
schools  in  this  country.  e.  f. 

Tethered  Truants  being  essays,  sketches  and  poems  by  W,  C.  Cooper, 
It  D.     12  mo.  199  pages.  Cloth.  To  advance  subscribers,  $1  00, 
to  any  Journal  reader,  $1  12;  to  others,  $1  50,  postpaid.     Pub- 
lished by  the  author,  Cleves,  Ohio.  * 
Dr.  Cooper's  long  expected  book  is  now  ready  for  delivery,  and  we 
believe  it  will  be  favorably  received  by  his  friends  as  well  as  literary 
critics.     We  shall  give  the  work  a  more  extended  notice  next  month, 
vol.  Lvn. — 23 
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COLLEGE   AND   SOCIETY  NOTICES. 


HO    FOR    MINNETONKA! 

The  Railroad  Associations,  with  a  few  exceptions,  have  granted 
us  a  rate  of  one  and  one-third  fare  for  the  round  trip  to  our  annual 
meeting  at  Lake  Minnetonka,  Minn.,  June  15,  16,  and  17. 

It  is  especially  desirous  that  we  should  have  a  large  attendance  for 
several  reasons,  viz.  :  A  good  gathering  will  indicate  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  membership ;  large  numbers  will  show  by  their 
presence  that  they  appreciate  what  has  been  done  in  the  past  two 
years  to  free  the  Association  from  debt,  and  place  it  upon  a  strong 
financial  foundation ;  a  big  crowd  will  be  the  most  potent  inducement 
for  the  incoming  officers  to  continue  to  strive  and  emulate  the  example 
of  their  predecessors,  as  they  remember  that  it  is  expected  of  them 
to  not  only  keep  up  the  high  standard,  which  has  been  established, 
but  to  carry  it  to  still  higher  heights. 

Things  to  be  Remembered. — In  buying  your  railroad  tickets  be  mrt 
and  have  the  ticket-agent  give  you  a  receipt  for  all  money  paid. 
Should  you  not  be  able  to  procure  your  ticket  through  to  Minnetonka 
at  your  own  station,  buy  to  the  next  railroad  line  on  your  route,  taking 
receipt  for  each  ticket  purchased.  It  is  absolutely  essential  that  you 
be  able  to  deposit  with  the  Corresponding  Secretary  receipts  for  all 
moneys  paid  on  your  outward  trip.  Failure  to  comply  with  this  re- 
quirement will  forfeit  right  to  reduced  rates  on  the  homeward  trip. 

There  must  be  one  hundred  in  attendance  who  have  paid  a  cash 
fare  of  more  than  fifty  cents  to  entitle  delegates  to  a  reduced  rate  re- 
turning. 

Special  Cars. — Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Chicago  & 
North- Western  Railroad  to  provide  ample  accomodations  for  all  to 
travel  together  over  their  line. 

We  shall  leave  Chicago  June  14th  at  6 :  30  p.  m.  All  who  intend 
to  pass  through  Chicago,  and  it  is  hoped  that  every  one  who  can  will 
do  so,  are  requested  to  notify  the  Corresponding  Secretary  concerning 
the  Pullman  accomodations  they  require.  He  will  reserve  berths  or 
sections  according  to  instructions,  as  far  as  possible.  Berths  will  cost 
$2.00  and  sections  $4.00  from  Chicago  to  Minneapolis.  These  may 
be  paid  for  at  Chicago,  or,  should  any  desire,  checks  for  the  same  may 
be  sent  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

The  party  from  the  East  will  leave  New  York  City  Saturday,  June 
12th  at  9 :  15  p.  m.  arriving  at  Chicago  early  Monday  morning.  They 
will  travel  over  the  Xew  York  Central,  and  Lake  Shore,  and  Michigan 
Southern  «"ailroads,  and  all  who  can  reach  these  roads  from  their 
homes,  are  most  cordially  invited  to  join  the  party  at  convenient 
points.  Those  intending  to  do  this,  and  desiring  Pullman  accomo- 
dations, should  notify  the  Corresponding  Secretary  where  they  will 
take  the  train,  and  what  reservations  are  needed.      The  same  method 


jgp*  LOOK  FOR  THE  QREEN  LABEL. 

"Green  Drug" 

Fluid  Extracts. 

The   highest   type    of    Fluid    Medicines. 

A  Novelty— In  What? 

In  the   recognition   of   the   fact  that  certain  drugs,  containing 
volatile  constituents  upon  which  their  therapeutic  value  depends,  lose 
their  medicinal  properties  in  the  process  of  drying,  or  through  long 
or  imperfect  storage. 
In  all  such  cases. 

We  use  the  green  or  fresh   root,  hark  or  plant,  gathered  es- 
pecially for  us  when  in  their  prime. 
Some  kinds  are  prepared  fresh; 

Others  partially  or  wholly  dried; 

But  all  gathered  especially  for  our  Laboratory ;  carefully  handled 
and  immediately  prepared  into  Fluid  Extracts.  The  menstruum 
employed  is  Alcohol  selected  for  strength  and  purity,  whereby  the 
non-medicinal  elements  are  rejected  and  the  liability  to  deterioration 
avoided.  * 

Fluid  Extracts  thus  prepared  are  perfect  representatives  of  the 
drugs  from  which  they  are  made. 

They  are  clean.  , 

They  are  sightly. 

They  are  easily  dispensed. 

They  are  therapeutically  reliable. 

Old,  shop-worn  or  worm-eaten  drugs,  however  carefully  manipu- 
lated, will  not  yield  a  satisfactory  product,  and  when  made  with 
weak  alcohol  and  water,  or  with  wood  spirit  as  a  menstruum,  is  it 
any  wonder  that  commercial  Fluid  Extracts,  as  a  class  are  termed 
by  a  leading  medical  writer — the  "Great  American  Fraud?" 

Watch  your  fluid  extracts. 

Merrell's  Fluid  Extracts  from  fre^h,  choice  drugs  are  powerful  in- 
struments for  good  in  the  hands  of  the  observant  physician. 

AH  wholesale  druggists  will  supply  them. 
Please  write  "  Merrell's  "  on  your  orders. 

«?  THE  WM.  S.  MERRELL  CHEMICAL  CO., 

CINCINNATI.  Manufacturing  Chemists.  NEW  YORK. 

Sole  Manufacturers* 
BstaUbfeee  6*  years. 


JOURNAL  ADVERTISER. 


Hypnotic,       Anti-Spasmodic.         Anti-Neuralgic 

CORDIAL 


MERRELL 


This  preparation  contains  all  the  active  medicinal  constituents  of 
Paariflora  incarnate  in  a  concentrated  form,  and  is  the  result  of  an  ex- 
tended investigation  in  our  laboratory.  It  is  the  most  eligible  form  for 
exhibiting  the  valuable  properties  of  the  drug,  since  from  it  we  have 
succeeded  in  eliminating  the  inert  principles  invariably  present  in  the 
ordinary  preparations  of  the  market 

OOBDIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

Is  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  treatment  of  nervous  affection* 
attended  with  congestion  of  the  cord  and  ganglionic  centers.  As 
a  soporific  without  narcotic  action,  and  as  an  anti-spasmodic  and 
anti- neuralgic,  it  is  withoat  an  equal.  Its  action  is  between  that  of 
m  orphine  and  chloral  hydrate,  but  it  does  not  depress  the  system 
nor  derange  the  stomach.  It  is  devoid  of  danger,  non-poisonous, 
and  may  be  given  in  any  case  where  sleep  is  needed.  It  is  the 
remedy,  par  excellence,  in  infantile  convulsions,  in  diarrhoea  of  chil- 
dren, and  in  nervous  affections  of  the  aged  and  infirm.  In  nervous 
or  sick  headache,  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  in  sleepless- 
ness of  typhoid  and  other  fevers,  as  well  as  from  overwork  so  com- 
mon among  professional  and  business  men,  it  will  produce  a  quiet 
and  dreamless  sleep,  and  at  the  same  time  prove  a  permanent  tonic 
to  the  nervous  system. 

OOBDIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

Is  recommended  in  cases  where  opium  and  its  preparations, 
the  bromides,  chloral,  eta,  can  not  be  given,  or  are  not  well  borne, 
and  where  it  is  undesirable  to  lock  up  the  secretions.  It  is  recom- 
mended in  tetanus,  cerebral  pain,  hysteria  of  women,  dysmenor- 
rhoea,  tic  douloureux,  accelerated  respiratory  movement,  pain  in 
the  rectum,  neuralgia  of  the  heart 

CORDIAL  PAS-OABNATA 

Is  prepared  for  physicians'  prescriptions  only,  and  not  for 
popular  sale.  Printed  matter  with  extended  notes  furnished  to  the 
medical  profession  only.  Sample  supplies  without  charge  on  pay- 
ment of  expense  of  delivery. 

OOBDIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

May  be  ordered  of  our  New  York  office,  No.  96  Maiden  Lane, 
of  Geo.  0.  Goodwin  A  Co.,  Boston,  and  the  home  office  in  Cincin- 
nati.   In  ordering  or  prescribing,  please  specify 

"Cordial  Pas-Carnata,  Merrell.11 
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of  proceedure  should  be  followed  by  those  between  Chicago  and  Min- 
neapolis who  wish  to  travel  with  the  crowd. 

The  editor  of  the  Chicago  Medical  Times  struck  the  key- note  in  an 
editorial  in  the  May  number,  when  he  said,  "Organization  is  one  of 
the  most  essential  factors  in  the  growth  and  development  of  a  body 
working  toward  a  common  end.  The  more  perfect  the  organization, 
the  more  effective  are  the  efforts  made  to  accomplish  the  object.  The 
organization  in  Eclectic  ranks  is  very  imperfect." 

Let  us  heed  this  sound  advice  and  all  strive  to  make  our  "National" 
conspicuous  for  harmony  and  large  membership.  The  response  re- 
ceived from  the  first  circular  has  been  very  gratifying,  and  indica- 
tions point  to  a  grand  gathering. 

Those  of  our  membership  who  reside  in  the  territory  of  the  Trans- 
continental Association  will  provide  themselves  with  excursion  tickets, 
which  are  on  sale  at  all  points. 

Questions  concerning  cost  of  railroad  tickets  will  be  answered  upon 
application  to  your  nearest  railroad  ticket  agent.  In  buying  your 
tickets,  be  sure  and  see  that  they  read  over  the  Chicago  and  North- 
western Railroad  from  Chicago  to  Minneapolis. 

Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
Station  S.,  Boston.  Mass. 


The  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  West  Virginia  held  its  fifth 
annual  meeting  at  Parkersburg,  May  12  and  13,  1897,  with  President 
Campbell  in  the  chair;  The  meeting  was  a  pleasant  and  profitable 
one.  Much  interest  was  added  by  the  presence  of  Prof.  J.  R.  Spen- 
cer, of  Cincinnati,  with  the  Roentgen  ray  apparatus  and  lecture  on 
the  same.  Papers  of  interest,  embracing  the  subjects  of  the  day, 
were  read  and  discussed  by  the  different  members  of  the  Association. 
The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : 

President — L.  S.  Riggs,  M  D.,  Wheeling. 

1st  Vice  President— W.  F.  Crow,  M.  D.,  Glen  Easton, 

2d  Vice  President— Dr.  Kline,  Williamstown. 

Rec.  Secretary  and  Treasurer — M.  A.  Barron,  M  D. ,  Wheeling. 

Cor.  Secretary — L.  V.  Yost,  M.  D.,  Fairmount. 

Delegates  to  National — F.  B.  Beaumont,  M.  D.,  New  Cumber- 
land; L.  V.  Yost,  M.  D.,  Fairmount;  W.  A.  J.  Brown,  M.  D.,  Da  via 
After  the  election  of  officers  the  society  adjourned  to  meet  at  Fair- 
mount  the  second  Wednesday  in  May,  1896. 

L  S.  Riggs,  M.  D.,  Cor.  Secretary. 


The  Illinois  Society  held  one  of  its  very  best  annual  meetings  at 
Springfield,  May  19  and  20.     The  following  officers  were  elected : 
President— E.  J.  Farnum,  M  D.,  103  State  St,  Chicago, 
1st  Vice  President— F.  E  Graves,  M.  D.,  Hinckley. 
2d  Vice  President— Jessie  G.  Forrester,  M.  D.,  126  State  st. ,  Chicago 
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Treasurer—  Susan  K  Whitford,  M.  D.,  Elgin. 
Rec.  Secretary— W.  E.  Kinnett,  M.  D.,  Yorkville. 
Cor.  Secretary — L.  D.  Foreman,  M.  D.,  Waverly. 
Next  place  of  meeting — Mt  Vernon. 
We  had  a  good  meeting,  and  Russell  can  tell  you  the  rest 

Kinnett. 


The  organization  of  the  Southern  California  Eclectic  Medical  Asso- 
ciation at  the  office  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Munk,  124|  S.  Spring  street,  Los 
Angelos,  on  April  21,  indicates  that  the  cause  of  Eclecticism  is  abroad 
in  the  land ;  and  furthermore,  it  is  expected  that  the  push  and  energy 
characteristic  of  the  land  of  sunshine  and  flowers,  will  rapidly  add 
numbers  of  wayfarers  to  the  fold.  The  meeting  for  organization  was 
largely  attended,  harmony  and  enthusiasm  prevailing. 

Dr.  T.  T.  Kelligham,  Santa  Barbara,  President ;  Dr.  H.  S.  Turner, 
Pomona,  Vice  President;  Dr.  J.  A.  Munk,  Los  Angeles,  Treasurer; 
and  Dr.  O.  C.  Welbourn,  Long  Beach,  Secretary,  will  endeavor,  dur- 
ing the  ensuing  year,  to  keep  the  Association  in  line,  and  steadily 
pressing  forward.  O.  C.  Welbourn,  M  D.,  Sec'y. 


The  thirty-third  annual  meeting  of  the  Indiana  Eclectic  Medical 
Association  was  held  in  the  State  House  at  Indianapolis,  May  12  and 
13.  The  attendance  was  much  smaller  than  usual,  but  the  work  done 
and  the  papers  read  were  of  a  high  order.  As  a  new  innovation,  the 
Association  will  meet  next  year  at  some  other  place  than  the  capital, 
Muncie  having  been  decided  upon.  The  new  officers  are :  President, 
R.  M  Howe,  M.  D.,  Edinburg;  1st  Vice  President,  R.  A.  Bunch, 
M.  D.,  Muncie ;  2d  Vice  President,  F.  H.  Austin,  M.  D.,  Monticello; 
Rec.  Secretary,  W.  P.  Best,  M  D.,  Dublin;  Cor.  Secretary,  C.  C. 
Winter,  M  D.,  Indianapolis;  Treasurer,  E.  A.  Teague,  M  D.,  Indi- 
anapolis ;  Press  Reporter,  Thomas  Spalding,  M.  D.,  Terre  Haute. 


STATE  MEETINGS  FOR  JUNE. 

The  twenty-second  annual  meeting  of  the  Nebraska  State  Eclectic 
Medical  Society  will  be  held  in  the  Millard  Hotel  Parlors,  Omaha,  on 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  June  1,  2,  and  3,  1897. 

F,  L.  Wilmcth,  M.  D.,  Sec'y. 

Oregon. — Society  will  meet  in  the  Holman  Block,  Salem,  June  9, 
at  10  a.  m. 

Missouri. — Will  meet  atMeramec  Highlands,  St.  Louis  county,  June 
11  and  12.     Special  rate  at  "Highlands  Inn. " 

Massachusetts  meets  at  Boston  June  3  and  4. 

New  England  meets  at  Montpelier,  Vt.,  June  1,  2,  and  3. 

Pennsylvania  meets  at  New  Castle,  June  2. 

Tennessee  meets  at  Nashville,  June  16  and  17. 


tiMUMUMMtUUUMUlUMMMUMUHUaUMWMiMMMUUUn 


Beli&Ue 

Mies 

the 
Keystone 

oi 
Sun 


GIVING  USES, 
INDICATIONS  AND  DOSES  OP 

Specific  + 
Medicines 

PREPARED  BT 

FBOF.  J.  M.  SOUDDEB,  M.  D., 

WITH  INDEX  ABBANGBD  BT 

FBOF.  W.  E.  BLOYEB,  H.  D. 


FOURTH   BDITION, 


PUBLISHED   BT 

LLOYD   BROTHERS, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Sent  to  any  address  on  receipt  of 
Postal  Card  request. 

Address, 

LLOYD  BROTHERS.  •  •  CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 


Fire 

Medicines 
the 

First 
Requisite 

oi 
Certainty 

in 
Prescribing. 


"OUR  SPECIFIC  MEDICINES  are  to-day, 
ts  they  always  have  been  and  always  will  be,  the 
JEST  MEDICINES  in  the  world,  and  the  foundation 
tones,  upon  which  the  superstructure  of  Eclectic 
ftedicine  has  been  built,  and  upon  which  it  rests 
inshaken."  editorial,  from  b.  m.  joubkajl. 
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ASEPSIN      SOAP 


MEDICINAL  USES  OF  ASEPSIN  SOAP. 

FOB  THE  SKHC  —  The  antiseptic  qualities  of  Asepsin  and  Borate  of  Sodium  make  this  soap  de- 
sirable for  the  preservation  of  the  dermal  tissues,  and  to  remove  and  prevent  cutaneous  blem- 
ishes. It  is  valuable  for  roughneas  of  the  skin,  acne,  comedones,  milium,  blotches,  excessive 
greaslness  of  skin,  for  softening  and  proven  ting  roughness  and  chapping  01  tbe  hands.  It  cor- 
rects abnormalities  of  the  sebaceous  glands,  thereby  regulating  the  lubrication  of  the  skin,  and 
Is  further  useful  to  repair  dermal  tissues  when  they  nave  been  subjected  to  the  deleterious  action 
of  chalks  and  cosmetic  lotions. 

CUTANEOUS  DISEASES.— For  the  following  skin  affections  it  may  be  used  freely  with  marked 
benefit:  Acue  vulgaris  et  rosacea,  seborrhcea,  ecsematous  eruptions,  herpes,  psoriasis,  prurigo, 
syphilitic  eruptions,  dermatitis,  ulcerations,  pruritic  conditions,  parasitic  diseases,  as  scabies,  for 
the  relief  of  runs  poisoning,  and  lor  the  removal  of  pediculi.  A  dean  skin  is  necessary  in  any 
course  of  medication,  and  Asepsin  8oap  is  a  rational  cleanser. 


offensive  and  irritating  discharges,  and  as  a  foot  wash. 
IN  GYNAECOLOGY. -It  is  userul  in  all  irritating  and  offensive  discharges  concomitant  to  diseases 

of  females,  giving  rise  to  pruritic  and  inflammatory  conditions.     Leucorrhoea,  simple  vaginitis 

and  vulvitis,  ulcerations  and  pruritus  vulvae,  are  conditions  in  which  it  is  particularly  indicated. 
CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES.— In  the  exanthemata  it  should  be  employed  to  hasten  desquamation, 

thereby  shortening  the  period  of  contagiousness  and  hastening  convalescence. 

At  the  time  I  received  the  Asepsin  Soap,  I  was  suffering  intensely  from  pruritus  anl,  and  had 
already  tried,  with  scarcely  even  temporary  relief,  all— or  nearly  all— the  standard  remedies  for  this 
well-known  ailment  I  was  well-nigh  erased  with  the  intolerable  itching,  pricking,  sticking,  gnaw- 
ing, biting,  burning  'pain.  I  had  been  nearly  sleepless  for  several  nights,  and  I  was  so  busily  en- 
gaged with  my  professional  work  all  day  long  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  life  was  a  burden,  and  I 
could  get  no  rest  at  night.  I  frequently  sprang  from  my  bed,  and  ran  wildly,  crazily  anywhere  ;— 
suicide  would  not  be  strange  in  anyone  in  such  a  condition 

Your  Asepsin  Soap  I  used  without  faith,  but  with  astonishing  and  almost  immedi- 
ate relief  and  ease.  I  think  I  have  never  before  recommended  any  special  preparation,  but 
nothing  less  than  gratitude  is  due  yon  for  this  benefit,  and  that  gratitude  I  express  most  heartily 
now.  I  have  delayed  this  letter  many  weeks,  but  I  am  still  as  thankful  as  ever,  for  my  suffering  was 
of  a  kind  not  to  be  forgotten.  PAUL  T.  BUTLER,  M.  D.,  Alamo,  Michigan. 

I  have  had  for  several  years  what  I  call  winter  eczema  on  my  hands ;  commenced  using  Asepsin 
Soap  last  winter  and  my  hand*  were  in  better  condition  then  than  they  have  been  for  a  number  of 
years.  R.  W.  CHALFANT,  M.  D..  hellfontaine.  o. 

Have  been  using  Asepsin  Soap  and  find  it  very  fine  for  cleansing  old  sores,  also  for  toilet  pur- 
MS.  DANIEL  A.  CHASE,  M.  [>..  Cambridge.  N.  Y. 

Asepsin  8oap  is  thi  soap.  A.  P.  STEWART.  M.  D  ,  Rtewartntown.  W.  Va. 

I  bave  used  a  round  dozen  of  your  soap  on  the  small -dox  patients  at  the  peat  bonne,  and  think 
it  is  the  best  soap  I  ever  used.  W.  H.  HATCB,  M.  D.f  Lincoln,  Neb. 

PRICE,    $1.40    PER    DOZEN. 

A  box  containing  one-fourth  dozen  cakes  will  be  sent  by  mail  postpaid,  on 
receipt  of  50  cents. 

LLOYD    BROTHERS,    Cincinnati,  O. 
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The  new  Indiana  Board  of  Medical  Registration  and  Examination 
was  organized  with  the  following  members:  J.  C.  Webster,  M.  D., 
(R),  Lafayette,  President;  W.  T.  Gott,  M.  D.  (H.),  Crawfordsville, 
Vice  President ;  W.  F.  Curryer,  M.  D.  (E),  Indianapolis,  Secretary; 
J.  M.  Dinnen,  M.  D.  (R),  Ft.  Wayne;  William  Spurgeon,  M.  D. 
(P.  M.),  Muncie, 

The  New  Idaho  Law. — The  Idaho  medical  bill  is  passed,  and  is  now 
a  law.  The  appointments  on  the  Board  are  three  Regulars,  one  Ho- 
moeopathist,  and  two  Eclectics.  The  two  Eclectics  are  Dr.  J.  W. 
Turner,  Cottonwood,  E.  M.  I.  '91,  and  J.  R  Numbers,  of  Weiser, 
E.  M.  I.  '85. 


Moss  Recgonition. — We  have  just  received  word  that  Dr.  T.  Willis 
Miles,  of  Denver,  Col.,  has  been  appointed  a  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Medical  Examiners  in  Colorado.  Dr.  Miles  is  a  graduate  of 
the  E  M.  I.,  '75,  and  has  been  the  foremost  man  in  the  Eclectic 
ranks  in  the  State  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  at  present  one  of  the 
vice  presidents  of  the  National. 


PERSONALS. 

Dr.  E  H.  Rogers,  EMI.,  1889,  has  a  cinch  an  a  big  business  at 
Bloomer,  Wis. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Spencer,  R  M  L,  1894,  writes  us  that  business  is  good 
at  Lenox,  O. 

Seeley  T.  Pulliam,  M  D.,  Crowley,  La.,  E  M.  I.  '97,  reports  that 
he  successfully  passed  the  State  Board  examination  of  Louisiana. 

S.  B.  S.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  of  Olatbe,  Kansas.  E  M.  I.  '81,  has  been 
appointed  physician  to  the  Institution  for  Education  of  Deaf  Mutes. 


Married,  at  Gilmore  City,  Iowa,  Dr.  U.  G.  Grigsby,  E.  M.  I.  '96, 
and  Miss  Mattie  Irene  Bryant,  of  Chicago.     At  home  Madrid,  Iowa. 

Died,  at  Newburn,  Tenn.,  Dr.  E.  A.  Cole,  age  73  years,  father  of 
Dr.  J.  D.  Cole. 

Died,  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  20tb,  Dr.  D.  W.  McCarthy,  formerly 
of  Cincinnati,  O.     Dr.  McCarthy  was  a  graduate  of  the  E.  M  I.  '57. 

Died,  at  Elmwood,  Ohio,  Dr.  Wm.  Ekermeyer,  E.  M.  I.  '64.  Dr. 
Ekermeyer  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  and  leaves  two  sons  who  are 
physicians,  Dr.  S.  M  Ekermeyer,  EMI.  '81,  at  New  Bremen,  O., 
and  Dr.  C.  W.  Ekermeyer,  E  M.  I.  '78,  at  Montgomery,  O. 

For  Exchange. — I  have  a  new  Huston's  Combination  Surgical  In- 
strument Case— cost  $26.  Will  sell  for  $20  cash,  or  will  trade  for 
Scudder's  Specific  Medication,  Diagnosis,  Practice,  Materia  Medica, 
and  WTomen.    Address,  with  stamp,  W.  R.  Bolding,  WaylaDd,  Iowa. 
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Location  at  Modoc,  Ind.  For  particulars  address  Dr.  N.  B.  Boss, 
DeSoto,  Ind. 

Locations  at  Huntington,  West  Virginia,  and  Ashland,  Ky.  For 
particulars  address  with  stamp,  Dr.  M.  L,  Smiley,  Catletsburg,  Ky. 

Location  at  Berne,  Ind.  Will  sell  the  office  furniture,  books,  horse 
and  buggy  of  the  late  John  C.  Ulmer.  This  is  a  splendid  opening 
for  a  young  Eclectic  in  an  active  town  of  2000  inhabitants.  For  par- 
ticulars address  E.  C.  Ackerman,  Bluffton,  Ind. 

A  thorough  Eclectic  physician  can  hear  of  a  good  location — finest 
in  the  city — by  addressing  R.  A.  Balcom,  Monroe,  Mich. 


READING    NOTICES. 


Treatment  of  F>ecal  Fistula.  — At  the  thirteenth  annual  meeting 
of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Association,  Dr.  Frederic  Wiggin  pre- 
sented a  paper  with  the  above  title.  The  chief  cause  of  the  occurrence 
of  faecal  fistula  was  stated  to  be  the  delay  in  restoring  to  operative 
measures  to  which  patients  suffering  from  typhloenteris,  or  strangu- 
lated hernia  were  frequently  subjected  while  their  ailment  was  care- 
fully diagnosticated.  The  view  recently  advanced  by  a  writer  on  the 
subject  under  consideration,  that  the  best  treatment  for  this  condition 
consisted  in  its  prevention,  was  concurred  in.  But  in  the  case  in 
which  this  mishap  had  occurred,  it  was  pointed  out  that  if  the  open- 
ing  was  of  small  size,  was  located  near  or  below  the  ileo  csecal  valve, 
and  no  obstruction  to  the  faecal  current  existed,  operative  measures 
might  be  deferred,  as  in  most  instances  the  opening  would  close  in  a 
short  time  spontaneously.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  bowel  opening 
was  of  large  size,  was  situated  laterally,  or  some  distance  above  the 
ileo  ceecal  valve,  and  was  accompanied  by  the  escape  of  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  contents  of  the  bowel,  operative  procedure  for  the  clos- 
ure of  the  opening  should  be  speedily  undertaken. 

In  describing  the  technique  employed,  the  writer  laid  much  stress 
upon  the  following  points,  viz.  :  the  thorough  disinfection  of  the  parts, 
including  the  interior  of  the  bowel,  with  hpdrozone ;  the  closing  of 
the  intestinal  opening,  when  possible,  before  the  breaking  up  of  the 
peritoneal  adhesions,  and  the  opening  of  the  general  cavity,  the  re- 
moval of  any  existing  obstruction  to  the  f&cal  current,  the  disinfection 
of  the  bowel  surface  with  a  solution  of  hydrozone  before  and  after  the 
sutures,  the  control  of  oozing  from  the  cicatricial  tissue  by  the  same 
means,  and  the  closure  by  a  single  row  of  silk  worm  gut  sutures  with- 
out drainage  of  the  abdominal  wound  after  the  washing  of  the  perito- 
neal cavity  with  saline  solution,  some  of  which  is  allowed  to  remain. 

In  concluding,  the  writer  stated  that  ever  since  September,  1893> 
when  he  had  proved  the  value  of  of  hydrogen  dioxide  as  an  effective 
antiseptic,  which  in  proper  solution  did  not  unduly  irritate  the  peri- 
toneum, when  followed  by  a  six-tenths  per  cent  saline  solution,  he 
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We  are,  without  doubt,  the  most  extensive  manufac- 
turers of  Orthopedic  Appliances  in  the  Central  States. 
Surgeons  and  physicians  entrusting  their  patients  to  us 
can  feel  assured  that,  through  our  extensive  experience, 
we  are  fully  able  to  furnish  the  most  modern  apparatus 
to  their  entire  satisfaction. 

Out  TRUSS  fitting  departments  are  in  charge  of 
expert  fitters,  and  our  facilities  for  supplying 

ELASTIC  STOCKINGS,  SUPPORTERS,  ETC. 
can  not  be  excelled. 
Correspondence  solicited. 

536  page    Catalogue   sent 
upon  request 

Max  Wocher  &  Son, 


Surgical  Instrument  lakers, 
X-Ray  Apparatus, 
Hospital  Furniture,  etc. 

23  West  Sixth  St. 
CINCINNATI,  O. 


ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  COLLEGE 

OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK, 
239  East  Fourteenth  St 

Excellent  facilities,  Chemical  and  Pathological  Laboratories, 
Dispensary  in  the  same  building. 
For  information  and  catalogue,  address 

G.  W.  BOSKOWITZ,  M.  D.,  Dean. 

PuraimimrnammiwHiiiiMwiMroiHttBHiHiiiHi 

The  "MASTER" 

Surgical  Elastic  Stockings, 

For  Yarleose  Tolas,  Weak  aad  Swollea  Joists,  Drops?  of  the  Limbs,  Sprains,  Ac. 

Provided  with  the  patent  Non-Elastic  STAYS  AND  ADJUSTING  LOOPS, 
by  the  aid  of  which  they  can  be  drawn  on  easily,  like  pulling*  on  a  boot.  They 
will  last  much  longer  than  the  old  style,  as  the  stays  prevent  them  from  being- 
torn  apart  in  drawing  them  on.    All  Kinds  and  sizes  in  thread  or  silk  elastic 

Fif.  f.—  The  Old  Style  discarded  on  account  of  fulling  a  fart,  while  the  elastic 
is  still  in  good  condition. 

Fig.  ?.—  1 he New  Style cannot full a/art and consequently lasts  until  worn  out. 

Catalogue,  with  directions  for  measurement,  etc.,  sent  gratis. 

POMEROY    COMPANY 

r*  i.  18  B  Union  Square,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
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Annals  of  Eclectic  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

This  work,  as  most  of  our  readers  know,  was  published  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  Prof.  Ellingwood,  of  Chicago,  and  it  contains  the  transactions  and 
papers  of  a  dozen  of  the  prominent  Eclectic  State  Societies.  Volume  I, 
1890,  contains  337  pages,  and  was  originally  sold  at  $2.00  in  cloth.  Volume 
II,  1891,  contains  426  pages,  and  was  sold  at  $2.35.  Volume  III,  1892,  con- 
tains 444  pages,  and  sold  at  $3.00. 

We  have  made  arrangements  with  the  publisher  of  the  Chicago  Mediml 
Times  to  offer  these  three  volumes  for  a  limited  time,  for  $5.00  net  This 
will  give  any  one  a  fair  idea  of  the  value  of  the  series. 

The  SCUDDER  BROTHERS  CO.  Cincinnati,  0. 

■HMiMMiMMMH   THE \ 

Universal  Multi-Nebular  Vaporizer 

-FOR  OFFICE  USE- 
In  the  Treatment  of  all  Diseases  of  the 

Respiratory  Organs  and  Middle  Ear 

by  Ten  Different  Methods,  including 

Vapor  Massage  of  the  Tympanal 
and  Forced  Pulmonary  Dilatatiei 

18  INDISPENSABLE  IN  OPPIOK  PRAOTIOt, 
Write  far  Literature.       GLOBE  MFG.  CO.,  Battle  CR&  ■&. 
I 1 

Shepard  8  Sanitarium,  Columbus,  0. 

TWO  DEPARTMENTS  ON  THE  COTTAGE  PLAN. 

a.  Department  for  Nervous  and  Chronic  Diseases. 

b.  Department  for  Mental  Diseases. 

For  44  years  Dr.  Shepard  has  successfully  conducted  this  private  institution. 
Massage  has  always  bt- en  used  with  other  moderm  treatment  a*  indicated. 

The  Department  for  Mental  Diseases  is  warmed  by  a  hot  water  and  hot  air. 
We  give  constant  personal  supervision  and  furnith  night  attendants. 
Alcoholic  and  Motphine  habits  Treated* 
Electricity  and  Electric  Baths  used. 
Many  improvements  have  recently  been  made.    Patients  find  the  Sanitariam 
a  beautiful  place,  where  they  secure  rest  and  comfort  while  being  treated. 
Write  us,  state  patient's  condition,  and  ask  for  terms  of  admission. 

Professional  Correspondence      „,,...  (  WM.  SHEPARD,  M.D, 

Solicited.  rnystc%an$%  j  BI8H0P  McM  iLLEN,  M.  D. 

Telephone  389.  Shepakds  Sanitarium,  Columbus, 0. 
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had  had  little  reason  to  fear  the  danger  of  causing  septic  peritonitis 
from  the  accidental  escape  of  pus  or  faecal  matter  while  operating ; 
and  that  when  this  complication  had  occurred,  it  had  been  invariably 
successfully  met  by  the  use  of  hydrogen  dioxide  in  the  manner  de- 
scribed in  the  paper. 

A  palatable  combination  of  the  drugs  well  known  for  their  tonic, 
sedative,  and  alterative  action  on  the  uterus  and  its  adnexae,  must 
commend  itself  to  the  working  physician.  Such  a  combination  is  fur- 
nished in  Uterotonic  (N.  B.  &  Co.)  The  formula  of  the  preparation 
is  made  known  on  the  label,  and  at  once  attracts  attention.  The  in- 
gredients have  certainly  been  carefully  selected  by  one  who  knows 
their  pharmacological  properties  and  their  adaptation  to  the  distur- 
bances to  which  the  female  sexual  apparatus  is  prone.  It  is,  further- 
more, claimed  for  the  preparation  that  it  is  an  excellent  prophylactic 
against  the  nagging  and  ineffectual  pains  of  parturition,  and  that  un- 
der its  tonic  influence  the  woman  has  an  improved  getting  up  from 
child-bed.  A  preparation  which  accomplishes  this  is  certainly  a  de- 
sideratum. 


The  Reference  Book  of  Practical  Therapeutics  by  Frank  P.  Foster, 
M.  D.,  editor  of  the  New  York  Medical  Journal,  contains  an  article 
of  which  the  following  is  an  excerpt :  "Antikamnia  is  an  American 
preparation  that  has  come  into  extensive  use  as  an  analgetic  and  anti- 
pyretic. As  an  antipyretic  it  acts  rather  more  slowly  than  antipyrine 
or  acetanilid,  but  efficiently,  and  it  has  the  advantage  of  being  free, 
or  almost  free  from  any  depressing  effect  on  the  heart.  Some  observ- 
ers even  think  that  it  exerts  a  sustaining  action  on  the  circulation.  As 
an  analgetic  it  is  characterized  by  promptness  of  action  and  freedom 
from  the  disagreeable  effects  of  the  narcotics.  It  has  been  used,  and 
with  very  favorable  results,  in  neuralgia,  influenza,  and  various  ner- 
vous disorders  characterized  by  melancholia.  The  dose  of  antikam- 
nia is  from  three  to  ten  grains,  and  it  is  most  conveniently  given  in 
the  form  of  tablets." 


Migraine. — While  the  pathology  of  migraine  is  still  involved  in 
much  obscurity,  its  therapeutics  is  on  a  much  more  satisfactory  basis. 
Much  can  be  done  to  prevent  the  attacks  by  ascertaining  the  cause, 
and  avoiding  this,  if  possible.  Any  existing  constitutional  or  local 
disorder  which  may  stand  in  a  casual  relationship  to  sick  headache 
should  receive  proper  attention.  Anaemia,  indigestion,  uterine  dis- 
ease, and  affections  of  the  nose,  throat,  eyes,  and  teeth  are  to  be  treated. 
For  the  relief  of  pain  during  a  paroxysm  phenacetine  has  proved  a 
very  eligible  remedy.  Dr.  M.  Staller,  of  Philadelphia,  (Medical  Sum- 
mary) has  lately  recommended  the  following  formula :  sod.  bromide, 
one  dr. ;  phenacetine,  30  grs. ;  caf .  citrate,  18  grs. ;  sod.  bicarbonati, 
one  dr.     Divide  into  six  powders ;  one  to  be  given  every  fifteen  min- 
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utes  until  relief  is  experienced,  to  be  followed  by  a  seidlite  powder. 
Dr.  Staller  states  that  he  has  jet  to  see  a  case  in  which  two  of  the 
above  powders  did  not  offer  relief  in  migraine. 


The  British  Medical  Journal,  in  its  issue  for  January  23d  and  also 
in  that  for  February  6th,  speaks  of  the  dangers  that  attend  the  popu- 
lar use  of  so-called  coca  wine — that  is,  some  kind  of  wine  in  which  a 
salt  of  cocaine  is  dissolved.  For  the  most  part  the  wine  is  of  a  poor 
quality,  but  sweetened  and  highly  fortified  with  rectified  spirit  The 
amount  of  cocaine  contained  in  many  of  these  products  is  variable, 
too,  and  in  prescribing  them,  one  really  does  not  know  what  doses  of 
the  drug  he  is  ordering.  Moreover,  the  contention  seems  reasonable 
that  the  tonic  and  stimulant  virtues  of  a  real  wine  of  coca — such,  for 
example,  as  the  well  known  Vin  Mariani — do  not  depend  altogether 
on  the  cocaine  contained  in  it — N.  Y.  Med.  Jour. 


In  over  40.000  cases  of  diphtheria  where  Mulford's  Antitoxin  was 
employed  there  was  a  mortality  of  less  than  five  per  cent.  Mulford's 
Antitoxic  Serum  has  withstood  all  tests,  and  it  now  ranks  as  the  fore- 
most serum  for  strength  and  reliablity. 


Neurosine  is  the  most  powerful  neurotic  attainable, quieting  the  nerves 
and  producing  natural  sleep,  and  contains  no  morphine.  Physicians 
should  never-  prescribe  or  recommend  any  product  which  the  laity 
could  obtain  from  the  druggist  to  produce  sleep  that  contains  mor- 
phine. The  Dios  Chemical  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  manufacturers  of  Neu- 
rosine, publishes  the  formula  complete,  which  is  composed  of  the  fol- 
lowing well  known  and  tried  drugs :  chemically  pure  bromides  of  po- 
tassium, sodium,  ammonium,  zinc,  extracts  of  henbane,  belladonna, 
lupuli,  and  cascara  sagrade  with  aromatic  elixirs. 


I  have  been  using  Sanmetto  in  my  practice  for  two  years  or  more  and 
am  nearly  always  pleased  with  its  effects.  Have  had  splendid  suc- 
cess with  it  in  Bright's  disease,  sometimes  using  it  alone  and  at  other 
times  in  connection  with  digitalis.        H.  Green,  M  D.,  Shell,  Ala. 


My  patients  prefer  the  Waterhouse  Uterine  Wafers  above  any  other 
treatment  they  have  ever  tried,  and  the  results  in  over  three  year's  use 
have  been  entirely  satisfactory.  D.  Lesh,  M.  D.,  Alosta,  Cal. 


The  fluid  used  in  cleansing  the  nasal  cavities  in  both  atrophic  and 
hypertrophic  rhinitis,  should  be  of  abcut  Ihe  specific  gravity  of  the 
serum  of  the  blood,  and  this  is  acquired  in  the  solution  advised  by 
Dr.  Pynchon,  which  is  as  follows:  B— Soda  bicarb.,  ecda  biborat, 
each  2  ounces ;  Listerine  (  Lambert's),  8  ounces ;   gl}cerine,  1J  pints. 

One  ounce  of  this  formula  added  to  a  pint  of  water,  yields  a  bland 
and  pleasant  alkaline  solution   with  a  specific  gravity  of  1.015. 
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IS   REQULAR   THERAPEUTICS    A   SCIENCE? 
By  W.  N.  Mundy,  il.  D.,  Forest,  O. 

OF  late  years,  the  above  question  has  come  to  me  time  and 
again,  and  especially  so  recently.  To  answer  it  satisfacto- 
rily, it  is  first  necessary  to  ascertain  what  constitutes  a  science.  Web- 
ster defines  it  as  "knowledge ;  penetrating  and  comprehensive  infor- 
mation, skill,  experience,  and  the  like.  Truth  ascertained ;  that  which 
is  known.  Hence,  specifically,  knowledge  duly  arranged  and  referred 
to  general  truths  and  principles  on  which  it  is  founded,  and  from 
which  it  is  derived  ;  a  branch  of  learning  considered  as  having  a  cer- 
tain completeness. " 

Some  branches  of  medicine  fulfill  these  requirements  ;  thus,  anat- 
omy, physiology,  and  chemistry,  possess  them.  Our  knowledge  of 
these  branches  and  their  truths  are  specifically  arranged,  and  have 
attained  that  completeness  which  it  appears  is  necessary  to  attain  in 
order  to  constitute  a  science. 

This  is  also  true  to  some  extent  of  pathology,  when  we  take  into 
consideration  only  the  gross  pathological  changes,  but  it  is  not  true  of 
pathology  as  a  whole,  else  we  would  not  read  of  the  cellular,  humoral, 
salidistic  and  germ  theories.  Though  we  have  some  element  of  cer- 
tainty in  pathology,  it  is  vague,  and  judging  from  the  past  history  of 
medicine,  twenty-five  or  fifty  years  from  now,  a  new  theory  will  be 
advanced. 

Can  we  say  even  this  much  for  therapeutics  ?  Let  us  see.  Foster 
defines  therapeutics  thus :  "Therapeutics  is  the  science  and  practice 
of  the  application  of  remedies  to  disease. "  Thomas  says  it  is  "That 
vou  lvil — 24 
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branch  of  medicine  which  treats  of  the  application  of  i 
the  curative  treatment  of  diseases  ;  the  science  and  ai 
Therapeutics  is  the  most  essential  part  of  medicine.*"     J 
statement  to  be  true,  which  undoubtedly  it  is,  we  can  fa 
it  should  embrace  those  elements  or  conditions  which  wo 
tlir  Iffiral  uf  a  science.     Most  readers  will  511  y,  it  does 
elements ;  the  writer  doubts  it     Let  us,  for  instance, 
standar  I  work  on  practice,  or  materia  medica,  or  lat^ 
glance  over  the  therapeutics*  and  reason  for  ourselves, 
before  us  one  of  the  latest  works  on  practice,  and  we  tui 
fife  on  pneumonia  treatment     We  read  thus:  "Fneume 
Limited  disease,  and  runs  its  course  uninfluenced  in  any 
icine.     It  can  neither  he  aborted  nor  cut  short  by  any 
at  our  command,     *    *     We  have,  then,   no  specific 
pneumonia.     In  cases  of  moderate  se verity,  a  purely  ej 
may  be  followed  —keeping  the  bowels  open,  regulating 
necessary  giving  a  Dover's  powder  at  night  to  procure  I 
vere  cases,  a  symptomatic  plan  of  treatment  should  be  p 
ing  the  indications  as  they  arise, ' ' 

The  latter  method,  we  think  t  is  ahcat/t  the  better  o 
proposed,  and  should  be  pursued  to  the  entire  exclusion 
tant  plan*  Further  on*  our  author  says:  ''In  the  ma; 
requiring  treatment,  the  indications  are  to  lower  the  ten 
to  support  the  heart.*'  For  the  former  condition  he  reec 
first,  by  ice-bags  or  sponging.  Of  medicinal  antipyreti< 
considers  of  doubtful  utility  ;  other  substances  consider* 
rin,  antifebrin,  and  pheuacctin,  but  he  says,  the  geoa 
clinical  physicians  seems  to  be  decidedly  against  theirs 
ployment. 

The  question  is  asked  in  all  candor,  does  this  fulfill  m 
cific  terms  implied  by  the  definition  as  quoted  from  V 
beginning  of  this  article?  Let  us  look  a  little  further, 
indication  of  treatment,  the  support  of  the  hearL  Th< 
* 'general  experience  still  points  to  alcohol  ajs  the  mo* 
remedy,1  *  and  in  the  very  next  paragraph  we  are  told  th: 
that  alcohol  in  this  condition  is  not  indicated/1  Not] 
tarn,  re- assuring,  or  positive,  for  the  guidance  of  a  youi 
who  may  be  seeking  some  buoy  or  landmark  to  help  hin 
era  and  a  disastrous  ending  in  a  trouble  some  case. 

Time  and  space  will  not  permit  me  to  review  the  t 
article.  Should  we  do  so,  it  would  be  but  a  repetition 
uncertainty  we  have  pointed  to  above.  This  is  but  om 
us  look  for  another.  We  pick  up  this  time  a  standard 
obstetrics,  and  we  turn  to  the  article  on  puerperal  fe 
find  fifty -three  pages  devoted  to  the  definition  and  de 
eleven  pages  to  prophylactic  and  curative  treatment* 
most  praiseworthy  exception  to  the  rule,  as  the  artic 
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quoted  from  has  eighteen  pages  devoted  to  the  description  and  symp- 
toms, and  less  than  three  to  what  Thomas  says  is  the  most  essential 
part  of  medicine — the  treatment  Let  this  be  as  it  may,  we  turn  to 
oar  article  on  puerperal  fever,  and  the  author  says,  "of  internal  anti- 
pyretic agents,  quinine  enjoys  a  deservedly  high  repute. "  After  de- 
noting the  size  of  dose,  in  the  last  portion  of  the  same  paragraph  he 
remarks :  "If  the  dose  mentioned,  given  in  the  manner  prescribed, 
produces  no  perceptible  effect  upon  the  fever,  their  continuance  may 
be  regarded  as  unnecessary. "  He  speaks  of  the  antipyretic  effects  of 
soda  salicylate,  salicylic  acid,  veratrum,  sponging,  cold,  eta,  but  does 
not  say  when  and  where  to  use  them,  nor  in  what  condition  they  are 
preferable ;  m  fact,  there  is  no  guidance  whatever  for  the  selection  of 
the  remedy.  Like  an  unapprenticed  carpenter,  we  are  supposed  to 
cut  and  fit,  and  may  God  help  the  patient  in  the  mean  time. 

We  now  pick  up  a  familiar  and  almost  daily  consulted  work  on  the- 
rapeutics, and  turning  to  the  article  on  belladonna,  we  find  its  com- 
position and  physiological  action  enumerated.  There  can  be  no  rea- 
sonable doubt  of  their  correctness.  Comparing  thus  far  with  other 
authors,  we  find  no  variance.  When  we  look  at  the  therapy,  how- 
ever, we  are  again  lost  in  a  maze  of  contradictions  and  doubts.  The 
remedy  is  recommended  in  acute  inflammations,  whooping-cough, 
asthma,  and  many  other  ailments,  but  what  the  peculiar  conditions 
are  that  indicate  the  use  of  the  medicament  in  the  several  diseases 
named,  our  author  does  not  say.  We  can  *  hardly  fail  to  note,  also, 
the  disparity  between  the  statements  of  this  and  another  author  on 
therapeutics  who  says  this  of  belladonna :  "Belladonna  has  been  ex- 
tensively used  empirically  for  a  great  variety  of  diseases.  *  *  None 
of  these  uses  have  stood  the  test  of  experience,  excepting  those  which 
may  be  explained  by  its  physiological  action. "  If  our  knowledge  of 
therapeutics  was  more  specifically  arranged — if  we  possessed  more 
positive  knowledge — we  would  not  be  confronted  with  such  a  mass  of 
incongruous  and  oftimes  directly  contradictory  statements.  We  pos- 
sess too  much  empiric,  and  not  enough  positive  knowledge  in  thera- 
peutics. We  often  fear  that  much  we  read  is  not  even  good  empiri- 
cism, but  flavors  much  of  quackery. 

There  would  be  no  necessity  for  the  various  schools  of  medicine, 
were  therapeutics  reduced  to  a  science,  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  is 
on  this  branch  of  medicine  we  separate,  Ponder  for  a  moment  on  the 
inextricable  mess  in  which  a  young  or  even  old  physician  finds  him- 
self when  he  picks  up  his  journals  for  perusal  We  have  homoeopa- 
thy, hydropathy,  allopathy,  eclecticism,  physio  medicalism,  without 
mentioning  the  virtues  of  serum- therapy,  the  bio  chemic  system,  hae- 
mato-therapy,  organo-therapy,  and  there  are  possibly  others.  What 
a  chaotic  mass  to  be  dignified  by  the  term  scientific  If  therapeutics 
was  a  science,  our  medical  journals  would  not  be  filled  with  the  adver- 
tisemedts  of  semi-proprietary  medicines,  nor  would  the  physician  be 
daily  besieged  with  one  or  more  agents  extolling  their  virtues.     The 
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physician,  by  using  them,  and  by  his  encouragement,  h 
multiplicity  of  their  numbers,  and  has  allowed  himself  t 
a  large  measure,  a  mere  automaton,  prescribing  what  th< 
advises  and  prepares  for  him.  There  is  no  attempt  at  a 
no  systematic  completeness,  but  simply  a  mass  of  stat* 
which  each  must  attempt  to  evolve  his  own  therapeutics. 

In  homeopathy  we  can  see  rationalism  and  a  targe  <lr 
tainty  in  therapeutics.  Its  system  is,  we  believe,  a  stride 
tion  of  certainty  and  positive  knowledge  Its  high  attei 
dilutions  and  wonderful  array  of  symptoms,  read  more 
tale  or  faith -cure.  Deprived  of  a  portion  of  these,  it  offer* 
fession  for  years  the  only  element  of  certainty  and  poei 
therapeutics, 
i  Specific  medication  was  another  long  step  in  advauci 

tics  to  the  dignity  of  a  science.  Though  still  in  its  in  fa 
to  the  young  physician  the  only  real,  positive  guide  ii 
knowledge,  It  needs  more  study  and  elaboration,  it  is  t 
in  its  present  snaps,  it  is  so  much  more  assuring  than  the 
quoted  above,  that  it  makes  our  practice  comparatively  es 
this  question  with  you  for  decision,  we  still  ask,  have  w 
in  therapeutics? 

We  pick  up  from  our  shelves  an  old  work  on  practic 
1845,  and  turning  to  the  article  on  chorea,  we  read  thu 
then,  setting  aside  the  complication  with  headache  jus 
you  will  be  able  to  deal  successfully  with  most  of  the  cas 
which  you  may  have  to  treat,  if  you  have  at  your  comma 
medicines,  the  Bhower  bath,  preparations  of  iron  and  ol 
the  oil  of  turpentine.'1 

We  now  pick  up  a  text-book  of  to-day,  and  we  read  : 
mil  treatment  of  the  disease  is  unsatisfactory  ;  with  the 
ar#t>ttt\\  no  remedy  seems  to  have  any  influence  in  cc 
progress  of  the  affection.  Without  any  specific  action 
does  good  in  many  cases,  probably  by  improving  the  g 
tiotL  Of  other  medicines,  strychnia,  the  /.inc  compoun 
silver,  bromide  of  potassium,  belladonna,  chloral,  and  ee 
ieifuffcti  have  been  recommended,  and  may  be  tried  in  obsl 

The  older  work,  from  which  we  have  quoted  above, 
zinc  in  the  following  words :  "'One  most  severe  case,  al 
was  consulted,  and  which  has  resisted  other  remedies,  gt 
the  use  of  sulphate  of  zinc/* 

Looking  over  King's  Chronic  Disea*e#x  edition  uf  186' 
old  teacher  recommends  black  cohosh,  or  cimicifuga*  for 

Turning  to  the  article  on  intermittent  fever  in  our  ol 
practice,  we  read  a  long  dissertation  upon  its  causes,  d 
prognosis,  and  as  we  read  the  treatment  our  eym  are  atti 
language:  "Thus  possePMii^,  ;is  \v(j  do,  a  specific  cur 
there  be  such  a  thing  as  a  specific,     *    *    There  nee 
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preparation  of  tfee  patient  before  administering  the  specific  substance 
which  is  to  cure  him ;  and  which  is  the  celebrated  Peruvian  bark,  or 
its  active  principle  as  presented  by  the  salts  of  quinine. "  We  read 
in  our  new  work  these  words :  "Quinine  should  then  be  ordered,  so  as 
to  check  the  oncoming  paroxysm.  *  No  preparatory  treatment  is 
necessary,  no  other  drugs  need  be  given.  The  remedy  is  a  specific  in 
the  truest  sense  of  the  term."  The  same  in  substance,  simply  a 
change  in  phraseology. 

We  have  often  heard  the  saying,  "One  swallow  does  not  make  a 
summer,  and  some  may  say  this  of  the  instances  cited  above,  but  we 
believe  repetition  is  needless,  as  parallel  cases  could  be  given  ad  in- 
finitum. Compare  our  old  and  new  materia  medica,  and  see  if  the 
results  are  any  better.  One  is  an  edition  of  1875,  and  one  is  of  1893, 
and  turning  to  the  article  on  phosphorus,  we  are  attracted  at  once  by 
the  similarity  of  language.  Compare  with  one  of  1895,  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  addition  of  the  coal  tar  and  synthetic  remedies,  there 
is  a  dearth  of  anything  new. 

The  physician  does  not  progress  in  this  channel  very  rapidly,  but 
the  pharmacist  is  making  remarkable  strides  in  flooding  us  with  new 
remedies,  which  for  a  season  promises  everything  and  does  nothing. 
The  physician  has  ceased  to  prescribe ;  the  manufacturing  pharma- 
cist saves  him  that  trouble  by  preparing  for  him  his  heart  tonic,  kid- 
ney compound,  analgesic  and  laxative  compounds,  cough  remedies, 
and  a  host  of  others  There  is  danger  that  he  will  cease  to  think ;  he 
won't  have  to ;  the  pharmacist  will  do  it  for  him.  He  will  become  a 
mere  machine,  automatically  prescribing  that  which  has  been  prepared 
for  him. 

We  are  personally  acquainted  with  physicians  who  stand  high  in 
the  estimation  of  their  colleagues  and  the  public,  who  use  this  method 
to  a  very  large  extent,  and  even  use  what  is  styled  patents.  We  would 
hardly  call  this  science  or  skill.  There  is  no  penetrating  or  compre- 
hensive knowledge  displayed  in  such  methods.  No  skill  required  or 
displayed.  So  long  as  such  methods  are  pursued,  therapeutics  can 
never  make  any  progress,  nor  can  there  be  any  certainty  in  it. 


VALEDICTORY    ADDRESS.f 
By  Prof.  L.  E.  Russell,  M.  D.,  Springfield,  O. 

THERE  has  been  marked  progress  in  medical  and  surgical  prac- 
tice since  the  primitive  therapeutics  of  Hippocrates  and  Galen, 
since  the  days  of  Razes  and  Avicenna,  since  the  midiaeval  discoveries 
of  Vesalius,  Harvey,  and  Hunter,  and  even  since  the  enlightened 
teachings  of  Sydenham,  yet  we  flatter  ourselves  that  there  has  been 
more  headway  made  in  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  than  was  attained 
during  the  brilliant  periods  of  both  Grecian  and  Roman  histories. 

t  Delivered  at  the  Annual  Commencement  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  May  11, 1897. 
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We  often  hear  medical  men  boast  of  the  advance  of  the  science  of 
medicine  and  surgery,  yet  the  art  of  sculpture  reached  its  final  devel- 
opment nearly  two  thousand  years  ago,  and  no  sculptor  of  modem 
times  can  hope  to  excel  the  triumphs  of  the  ancient  Greek.  The  clas- 
sic purity  of  the  frieze  of  the  Parthenon,  the  grace  of  Venus  de  Med- 
ici, the  airy  lightness  of  Apollo  Belvedere,  the  force  of  action  in  the 
Laocoon,  the  truth  of  expression  in  the  Dying  Gladiator,  are  beyond 
rivalry. 

In  painting  we  find  the  same  early  attainment  of  perfection  in  art; 
and  the  great  masters  of  the  Italian,  the  Flemish,  and  the  Spanish 
schools  of  the  Ifitb  and  17th  centuries,  attained  a  degree  of  excellence 
which,  if  equalled,  has  never  been  surpassed  by  successors.  And  now 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  nineteenth  century  we  are  just  beginning  to 
learn  the  land-marks  of  our  art  and  science. 

The  sculptors  of  classic  Greece  knew  the  outlines  of  the  human 
form  to  perfection,  but  the  medical  men  of  that  age  knew  not  what 
might  be  inside  the  body.  The  professors  of  medical  art  were  wont 
to  boast  that  they  sprung  from  the  gods,  and  that  the  healing  art  was 
of  divine  origin,  It  would  seem  from  both  profane  and  modern  his- 
tories that  boasting  has  been  a  leading  feature  in  medical  practice 
ever  since  the  world  began. 

For  a  thousand  years  of  brilliant  Grecian  history,  including  the  de- 
velopment of  the  grandest  heroes  and  statesmen,  the  most  talented 
architects  and  sculptors,  the  profoundest  philosophers  and  the  most 
charming  poets,  down  to  the  commencement  of  the  Christian  Era,  in- 
cluding the  c reditable  contributions  of  Hippocrates  and  Galen,  little 
worthy  of  the  genius  of  mankind  was  done  to  elevate  medicine  from 
the  sloughs  of  ignorance  and  superstition. 

Phlebotomy  was  introduced  as  a  curative  agency,  and  became  an 
important  factor  in  the  healing  art,  eyen  surviving  to  our  time ;  though 
that  boasted  feature  of  orthodox  medicine  has  now  fallen  into  oblivion. 
For  two  thousand  years  the  lancet  was  the  indispensible  implement 
of  the  practicing  physician,  yet  in  the  evolution  of  medical  ideas  the 
tiny  blade  had  to  be  consigned  to  the  shades  of  everlasting  rustiness. 
All  the  characteristic  features  of  the  "regular"  practitioner  have  been 
wiped  out  of  existence  since  the  inception  of  the  Eclectic  school  of 
medicine.  Gone  are  the  mighty  bleeders  of  ancient,  mediaeval,  and 
modem  times  ;  gone  are  the  calomel  and  jalap  mixer,  the  cholagogue 
producer  of  other  days  ;  gone  are  the  leechers,  the  blisterers,  and  the 
saliva  tors,  and  gone  forever. 

The  present  status  of  Eclectic  medicine  has  been  attained  by  the 
combined  efforts  of  many  enthusiastic  workers.  Some  of  the  ablest 
laborers  in  the  great  cause  are  now  living,  therefore  it  would  be  im- 
politic to  speak  of  their  individual  merits  at  present  Though  only  a 
few  have  been  prominent  in  the  evoluting  process,  the  many  have  con  - 
tributed  a  creditable  amount  for  the  general  good. 

Eclecticism,  from  its  fundamental  principles  constituting  it  thus, 
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can  never  be  finished.  But  a  practice  which  depends  upon  the  teach- 
ings of  a  single  individual,  as  homoeopathy  upon  Hahnemann,  must 
have  a  limited  existence.  Eclecticism  from  its  very  nature  must  con- 
tinually develop — must  eternally  expand.  No  iron-bound  code  of 
ethics  to  hedge  us  in,  hamper,  or  make  afraid.  We  are  not  the  pa- 
trons of  any  sect,  but  of  all,  and  in  our  investigations,  as  free  as  the 
air  we  breathe. 

Each  year  we  behold  new  methods  and  improved  appliances ;  each 
year  fresh  champions  of  the  glorious  cause  press  forward  in  their  zeal 
to  press  laurels  upon  their  choice.  The  veteran  may  complain  that 
the  novice  advances  too  rapidly  to  be  safe,  but  the  spirit  of  the  age  is 
impulsively  onward. 

Our  colleges,  our  journals  and  our  text-books  represent  our  doings, 
as  well  as  our  progress  and  our  principles.  Then,  too,  Eclecticism 
does  not  begin  and  end  in  our  organization,  but  its  influence  has 
reached  the  reasoning  faculties  of  other  schools  of  medicine.  The 
homoeopath  who  claims  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  has  imbibed  Ec- 
lectic ideas,  and  the  flinty  Regular  has  yielded  perceptibly  to  the  lib- 
eralizing influences  of  the  age.  Not  a  regular  journal  is  issued  that 
does  not  contain  flattering  notices  of  Eclectic  remedies.  Old-school 
practitioners  are  using  more  and  more  medicines  elaborated  from  the 
floral  kingdom. 

Take  the  reform  movement  in  medicine  all  in  all,  its  progress  has 
been  immense.  We  have  accomplished  more  than  most  sanguine  ever 
promised,  and  the  end  is  not  yet  We  are  daily  progressing,  and 
each  step  in  advance  carries  us  farther  and  farther  from  primitive 
manifestations. 

The  "Regulars"  (Darwin -like)  claim  to  be  the  legitimate  descen- 
dants of  some  of  the  ancient  sects  in  medicine,  but  if  they  can  find 
any  thing  valuable  in  time  honored  methods,  they  are  welcome  to  the 
treasure.  The  medicine  of  antiquity  possesses  no  honors  we  are  am- 
bitious to  share.  In  truth,  we  lament  the  degraded  state  in  which 
medicine  was  held  through  the  bright  periods  of  the  world's  history, 
and  only  enjoy  a  sense  of  relief  from  shame  in  the  fact  that  the  pres- 
ent is  full  of  promise.  For  the  laborers  of  today  we  have  an  Oliver 
to  their  Roland. 

A  distinctive  feature  of  our  principles  of  action  is  that  we  are  never 
satisfied  with  what  is  already  attained ;  we  are  ambitious  to  do  better 
and  better.  In  human  affairs  perfection  is  not  to  be  secured,  though 
improvements  are  constantly  made.  Those  who  come  after  us  need 
not  wail  over  the  idea  that  we  have  left  nothing  for  them  to  do. 

It  would  be  presumptious  for  me  to  presume  to  pay  an  eloquent 
and  befitting  enconium  to  the  great  and  mighty  work  which  has  been 
achieved  by  our  Alma  Mater  in  the  half  century  of  her  existence.  She 
needs  no  words  of  praise  that  I  might  be  able  to  bestow  upon  her. 
Her  sons  and  daughters  are  known  in  every  State  in  the  Union  and  in 
foreign  lands,   and  tonight  thousands  of  active  practitioners  from 
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every  part  of  the  country  have  turned  their  thoughts  i 
and  benedictions  on  this  hoimwhich  brings  into  exist* 
borers  to  help  uphold  our  noble  cause, 

From  the  walls  of  our  OoUogG  have  gone  forth  many 
reputation,  who  are  at  the  head  of  other  oolle^ 
mighty  work  for  the  advancement  of  liberal  medicine 
older  teachers  have  fallen  by  the  hand  of  time,  yet  fch 
do  live  after  them,  and  will  be  more  and  more  a} 
come  j  truly,  they  built  better  than  they  knew. 

The  standard  of  proficiency  required  by  our  college 
advance  of  the  most  exacting  in  the  country,  and  will 
above  par. 

Calumny  will  never  dare  assail  her  fair  name,  or  if  i 
tempted^  it  would  be  instantly  repelled  and  the  RttU 
Our  Alma  Mater  has  no  East  or  West,  North  or  South. 
in  one  mighty  array,  pay  her  homage  devoutly  and  ju 

To  he  a  graduate  from  this  parent  seho  il  means  m* 
it  is  an  honor  that  will  help  you  wherever  you  may  loc 
tice  of  your  chosen  profession.  The  benedictions  am 
of  your  Alma  Mater  will  be  with  you  always,  and  voui 
recorded  and  reflect  back  as  from  a  burnished  mirror  \ 
through  the  years  of  your  professional  life. 

In  your  chosen  profession  you  start  out  from  home  < 
to  a  life  of  sacrifice  and  toil  There  is  no  profession 
proaehes  yours,  in  the  nearness  and  the  trustfulness  in 
in  the  community  that  you  may  choose  for  your  home 
gles  and  readings  and  teachings  take  you  daily  close 
nature's  bosom,  from  which  you  must  learn  the  great 
and  which  go  to  make  up  womanhood  and  manhood  t 
go  forth  with  only  the  foundations  of  a  character,  on 
quire  all  the  years  of  your  earthly  existence  to  comph 
structure.  Doctor,  from  now  on  you  are  to  be  your  ov 
of  your  character,  your  light  your  lives.  In  whatever 
may  make  your  home,  they  will  judge  you  by  your  ev 
much  of  your  future  success  depends  upon  how  well  y 
good  character  at  every  step  in  life. 

Live  above  suspicion,  beyond  reproach.  Let  your 
that  others  seeing  your  good  works  may  emulate  voi 
thus  you  and  your  people  will  grow  up  together  in  hou 
and  your  good  reputation  will  be  heraJded  far  and  ne* 
you  can,  live  at  peace  with  all  men,  and  in  the  sunshi 
voted  to  duty  and  good  doing,  you  will  daily  reap  you 
good  wishes  and  kind  words  of  the  people  whose  opii 
recording* 

Can  you  imagine  for  a  moment  that  even  the  low  a: 
community  will  point  with  pride,  and  welcome  intoth 
eician  whose  character  is  questionable?      Xo  !      Then 
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any  community  but  feels  and  demands  that  the  family  physician,  who 
enters  their  homes  almost  as  one  of  the  family,  shall  be  the  very  em- 
bodiment of  honor,  integrity,  and  uprightness. 

Become  a  leader  in  society  in  every  good  work  that  helps  to  enoble 
and  better  mankind,  and  in  time  you  will  find,  on  beholding  your  face 
in  the  mirror,  that  your  features  have  taken  on  for  life  that  expression 
for  honor,  justness,  and  beauty  of  character  which  always  welcomes 
you  into  every  household. 

Stop  for  one  moment  and  contrast  such  a  life  with  the  doctor  whose 
face  and  every  feature  is  painted  with  debauch  and  sin.  No,  I  will 
not  ask  you  to  look  at  this  pictnre,  for  the  time  is  at  hand  when  such 
a  character  will  not  be  tolerated  by  the  medical  profession  or  by  the 
laws  of  the  country. 

Shall  I  now  suggest  then,  at  this  time  and  place,  that  each  of  you 
are  capable  of  making,  so  to  speak,  your  own  ideal  physiognomy? 
That  sweet  face  of  blessedness  and  benediction  has  not  been  written 
in  a  month  or  year  on  that  sister  of  charity.  It  has  taken  time,  and  it 
would  take  time  to  efface  those  lines. 

"So  lire,  that  when  thy  summons  comes  to  join 
The  lunnmerable  caravan,  which  moves  to  that  mvftterious  realm. 
Where  each  shall  take  his  chamber  in  the  silent  balls  of  death, 
Tboo  go  not,  like  quarry  slave  at  right, 
Scourged  to  his  dungeon, 

Bat,  sustained  and  sjotbed  by  an  unfaltering  trust, 
Approach  thy  grave 

Like  one  who  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch 
About  fcim  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams." 
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By  A.  Shuey,  n.  D.v  Prospect,  O. 

ANOTHER  term  used  for  this  disease  is  "Diabetes  Mellitus,"  or 
in  common  parlance,  "Sugar  Mellitua"  The  name  diabetes 
was  given  to  this  disease  by  Araeteus,"  a  Greek  physician,  early  in 
the  second  century.  About  the  year  1674,  was  the  date  in  medical 
history  we  find  any  statement  made  of  the  presence  of  sugar  discovered 
in  the  urine.  Then  quite  a  period  of  time  elapsed,  more  than  a  cen- 
tury, before  the  method  of  evaporating  the  urine  and  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  sugar  present.  In  the  year  1797  one  named  John  Bolls 
discovered  that  vegetable  diet,  or  any  food  containing  sugar,  increased 
the  amount  of  sugar  present  in  diabetes,  and  animal  diet  lessened  the 
amount  of  sugar.  So  it  has  been  a  universal  opinion  among  medical 
authors,  that  diet  is  the  first  essential  element  as  a  part  of  good  treat- 
ment 

Although  sometimes  classed  by  medical  writers  among  diseases  of 
the  kidneys,  saccharine  diabetes  is  more  appropriately  to  be  regarded 
as  a  constitutional  disorder,  the  seat  of  which  may  be  in  a  nerve  cen- 

t  Read  before  the  Central  Ohio  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  May  13,  1897. 
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ter,  The  true  cause  yet  remains  an  uncertainty,  Thei 
more  frequently  in  certain  localities  than  others,  vet  i 
question  whether  climate  has  any  influence  as  a  cause 
found  that  continued  dietetic  errors  may  cause  a  predi 
disease  by  derangement  of  nutrition.  The  intluenrr  i 
disposition  is  as  likely  to  l>e  felt  in  this  as  in  other  < 
sexes  are  about  equally  liable  to  the  disease,  but  mor 
later  life, 

Caitses. — Among  the  causes  of  diabetes  may  be  mer 
chronic  disease  of  the  brain.  It  may  follow  after  di 
grief,  business  failures,  and  all  emotions  of  a  depre? 
It  may  be  excited  by  disorders  of  the  liven  pancreas,  a 
tive  organs.  The  diabetic  center  in  the  fourth  ventri 
is  spoken  of  as  the  seat  of  the  cause  by  some  medical 
riee  are  frequently  followed  by  diehetes. 

It  is  a  very  fatal  form  of  disease*  recovery  bein 
yet  much  may  lie  done  by  specific  treatment  to  mitign 
of  the  symptoms,  and  thereby  prolong  life.     Cases  hi 
bled  to  live  for  years,  and  in  some  rare  cases,  it  would 
disease  is  cured. 

The  liver  is  often  enlarged  ;  the  spleen  is  usually  i 
the  heart  soft  and  pale  in  about  50  per  cent,  The  pa 
found  to  have  u n< I ergoue  atrophy.  It  is  said  that  con 
pancreatic  duct  by  any  cause  will  produce  atrophy  of 
under  such  conditions  of  the  gland  a  malignant  forn 
speedily  developed,  and  results  in  rapid  emaciation  ai 

The  lungs  are  frequently  involved  in  a  process  of  tul 
tion*  The  entire  body  is  soaked  with  saccharine  fluid 
many  complications  to  arise,  such  as  boils,  car  bund 
the  skin  and  subcutaneous  tissues.  The  eyes  are  free 
by  opacity  of  the  lens,  producing  cataract,  which  is  th 
lesion. 

Saccharine  diabetes  is  possibly  doing  its  fatal  mis 
period  of  time  before  the  patient  realizes  it  \  not  a  fe? 
knowledgs  of  sugar  in  the  urine,  when  being  examin 
ranee,  or  other  purpose  where  medical  examination  i 
glycosuria  exists  to  the  detriment  of  the  patient.  In 
cases  we  find  an  unusually  good  appetite  during  the  e 
there  is  an  apparent  loss  of  vigor,  the  patient  becon 
the  tongue  changes  to  red  and  dry,  with  transverse  fis 
of  urine  is  decidedly  increased,  with  dry,  harsh  skin, 
total  absence  of  perspiration.  The  urine  is  pale  or 
odor  resembling,  in  some  cases,  ripe  fruit,  if  three 
of  sugar  is  present. 

Albuminuria  may  be  associated  with  this  disease. 
Ijetes,  is  decidedly  exaggerated  at  night,  and  const  ipati 
because  of  the  excessive  discharge  of  water  as  urine* 
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tore  is  more  frequently  subnormal  than  above  normal,  jet  febrile 
intercurrents  are  present  during  some  stages  of  the  disease. 

The  progress  of  diabetes  is  largely  dependent  upon  the  age  of  the 
patient,  and  upon  the  type  of  the  disease.  In  children  it  usually 
occurs  before  the  age  of  puberty,  and  death  follows  within  two  or 
three  years.  The  existence  of  genuine  diabetes  is  confirmed  when 
there  is  permanent  glycosuria,  or  when  the  daily  amount  of  sugar 
secreted  by  the  liver  exceeds  the  normal  quantity,  or  about  3000  grains. 

Boils,  carbuncles,  and  more  or  less  extensive  patches  of  gangrene 
are  frequently  present  during  the  course  of  diabetes.  Pains  are  ex- 
perienced in  the  joints  and  other  parts  of  the  body,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  and  the  total  absence  of  pain  is  considered  an  unfavorable 
symptom.  It  is  stated  by  most  writers  that  more  than  half  of  dia- 
betes cases  terminate  fatally  in  a  condition  of  coma. 

The  leading  symptoms  of  this  disease  are  polyuria,  thirst,  and  vora- 
cious appetite ;  then  by  testing  and  finding  sugar  permanently  con- 
firming the  diagnosis.  Fehling's  sugar  test  is  sufficient  for  all  clini- 
cal and  practical  purposes. 

To  give  a  favorable  prognosis  is  assuming,  in  general,  to  cure  that 
which  is  practically  an  incurable  disease.  However,  it  is  a  lamenta- 
ble fact,  that  many  so-called  doctors  of  medicine  are  always  alluring 
such  unfortunate  patients,  by  advertising  in  various  methods  for  pe- 
cuniary purposes. 

Treatment. — Specific  medication,  or  treatment,  is  the  only  system 
to  day  that  promises  us  any  hope  in  the  future  for  any  and  all  fatal 
diseases,  if  ever  that  advancement  in  the  science  is  acquired. 

Among  the  remedies  most  likely  to  be  indicated,  we  mention  specific 
medicines  rhus  arom.,  rhus  tox.,  eryngium,  phosphorus,  staphysa- 
gria,  nux  vom.,  ergot,  and  belladonna.  However,  to  prescribe  intel- 
ligently I  refer  you  to  Specific  Diagnosis  and  Specific  Medication. 
Oar  old  school  brothers  claim  much  for  opiates,  which  I  can  not  en- 
dorse from  an  experience  of  their  use  in  diabetes.     *       *        *       * 


CASE    OP    APPENDICITIS. 
By  J.  F.  Hines,  fl.  D,v  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

WAS  called  on  the  20th  day  of  April,  1897,  to  see  a  young 
man,  18  years  of  age.  On  examination  found  pain  and 
tenderness  in  the  right  iliac  region.  He  had  been  vomiting  and  purg- 
ing for  two  days ;  had  frequent  recurring  excruciating  pain  in  the 
right  side,  extending  from  crest  of  ilium  to  umbilicus,  which  kept  his 
body  flexed  to  the  right,  with  increased  pain  on  attempting  to  straight- 
en himself.  I  could  not  detect  any  tumor  or  swelling  on  careful  ex- 
amination. Prescribed  fluid  ext.  senna  and  jalap  comp,,  with  five 
grains  of  chloral  hydrate  to  each  dose.  I  added  the  chloral  to  relieve 
he  nausea  and  pain  until  the  medicine  could  act.  It  acted  thoroughly, 
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but  did  not  relieve  the  pain ;  so  I  decided  that  I  had  a  case  of  appen- 
dicitis to  contend  with,  and  advised  an  operation.  Patient  consented, 
and  on  the  same  day  (April  22, 1897),  at  11  a.  m.,  assisted  by  Drs.  Ben- 
nett and  Withers,  the  operation  was  performed.  Dr.  Bennett  admin- 
istered  the  chloroform,  while  Dr.  Withers  used  retractors  and  rendered 
other  valuable  service. 

As  soon  as  the  patient  was  thoroughly  under  the  influence  of  the 
ansesthetic,  I  made  the  ordinary  incision  for  appendicitis.  C  n  enter- 
ing the  abdominal  cavity,  found  nothing  abnormal  except  a  slight 
ptosis  of  the  transverse  colon  and  the  ileum,  and  the  caput  coli  was 
not  in  its  normal  position,  but  appeared  to  have  been  dragged  down 
toward  the  pelvis.  At  first  I  could  not  find  the  appendix,  so  I  enlarged 
the  incision  until  I  could  introduce  my  hand  into  the  abdominal  cav- 
ity. Found  the  appendix  in  the  iliac  fossa,  very  large,  and  bent 
upon  itself,  also  bound  down  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  iliac  fossa  by 
strong  bands,  a  result  of  inflammatory  adhesiona  The  appendix  was 
well  bent  upon  itself,  so  that  to  the  tactile  sense  it  appeared  as  a 
double  appendix.  The  band  was  in  the  middle,  so  that  the  apex  ex- 
tended back  to  its  base.  The  greater  appendicular  swelling  was  from 
the  base  to  the  middle  of  the  appendix.  The  basal  portion  was  greatly 
extended  with  pus,  and  what  at  first  appeared  to  be  a  stone.  After 
enlarging  the  abdominal  incision  and  breaking  up  the  adhesions,  I 
was  enabled  to  lift  the  caput  coli  and  appendix  into  view ;  ligating 
the  appendix  at  its  base  with  silk  ligatures,  and  with  scissors  remov- 
ing the  appendix,  together  with  its  adhesive  band  that  had  been  bro- 
ken loose  with  my  fingers,  which  caused  considerable  traumatism  to 
inner  surface.  After  removal  the  basilar  portion  was  cut  open,  dis- 
closing pus  and  a  date  seed  covered  by  a  concretion  (lime  and  sand), 
which  caused  it  to  resemble  a  renal  calculi  After  thoroughly  wash- 
ing out  the  abdominal  cavity  with  hot  salt  water,  I  decided  to  use 
drainage  on  account  of  the  traumatism  produced  by  tearing  or  break- 
ing up  the  adhesions ;  so  I  placed  the  tube,  and  then  sewed  up  the 
wound  with  strong  silk  ligatures.  Had  the  cavity  washed  out  through 
the  tube  once  daily  for  four  or  five  days,  using  saline  solution  for  a 
wash.  On  the  fifth  or  sixth  day  the  tube  was  removed ;  on  the  eighth 
or  tenth  day,  the  sutures.  The  incision  healed  by  granulation  ;  iodo- 
form and  boracic  acid  were  used  as  the  dressing  to  the  incision. 

This  was  evidently  a  chronic  case ;  the  acute  attack  was  probably 
the  colon  becoming  distended  from  excess  of  food  or  gas,  causing 
traction  on  the  adhesions,  which  produced  the  symptom  of  lateral 
flexion  of  the  body,  also  the  increased  pain  on  attempting  to  straighten 
the  body. 

In  two  other  cases  that  I  remember  to  have  operated  on,  the  above- 
mentioned  cathartic  acted  well,  but  failed  to  remove  the  pain  and 
tenderness.  I  have  not  operated  on  a  sufficient  number  of  cases  to  be 
positive  as  to  the  etiology  of  appendicitis,  but  in  two  other  cases  ope- 
rated upon  I  remember  finding  concretions,  one  resembling  a  bean, 
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but  after  drying  it  crumbled  and  could  easily  be  recognized  as  lime 
and  sand.  The  case  reported  above  was  a  real  date  seed.  I  have  the 
seed  and  the  appendix  in  my  office.  The  young  man  is  well  and 
hearty  at  present.  This  case  might  be  diagnosed  (after  the  operation) 
as  appendicular  empyema.  The  patient  never  had  any  fever,  was 
kept  on  liquid  diet,  and  the  bowels  kept  open  by  salt  water  enemas 
once  daily,  or  every  two  or  three  days  as  required. 


WHOOPINQ-COUQH    COMPLICATED     BY    FETAL  EMPHYSEMA* 
By  J.  H.  Woodul,  J1.  D.v  Edna,  Kas. 

ON  THE  12th  of  September,  1895,  Osie  S.,  age  two  years,  was 
brought  to  me  from  the  Indian  Territory.  He  had  been  having 
whooping-cough  complicated  by  intermittent  fever  for  two  weeks,  had 
been  treated  during  that  time  by  two  physicians,  and  was  quite  sick 
when  I  first  saw  him.  His  pulse  was  from  130  to  140  with  a  temper- 
ature ranging  from  102°  in  the  morning  to  104°  or  105°  in  the  evening. 
His  cough  was  very  exhaustive,  the  paroxysms  occurring  as  often  as 
every  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  when  the  fever  was  at  its  highest  stage. 
As  is  usually  the  case,  his  stomach  was  quite  irritable,  and  during 
the  paroxysms  of  coughing,  vomiting  occurred.  On  this  account,  it 
was  difficult  to  secure  the  retention  of  remedies  sufficiently  to  accom- 
plish much  good. 

However,  under  the  use  of  specific  aconite  aad  drosera,  with  quinine 
inunction  as  well  as  quinine  internally,  the  patient  grew  better,  his 
fever  was  diminished,  the  paroxysms  of  coughing  were  less  frequent, 
and  all  the  symptoms  were  encouraging. 

On  the  night  of  the  third  day,  as  the  result  of  a  severe  paroxysm  of 
coughing,  he  was  seized  with  alarming  dyspnoea,  and  by  the  follow- 
ing morning  the  subcutaneous  tissue  of  his  neck,  face,  breast,  back, 
and  arms  was  distended  with  air  which  had  escaped  from  ruptured 
vesicles  at  the  apex  of  the  lungs.  Severe  attacks  of  dyspnoea  contin- 
ued to  come  on  at  shortening  intervals,  the  emphysematous  condition 
of  the  tissues  increasing,  until  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  day  death  closed 
the  scene. 

I  had  seen  emphysema  from  gun-shot  wounds  of  the  chest  and 
from  fracture  of  the  ribs ;  I  had  also  seen  cases  of  emphysema  com- 
plicating asthma  and  bronchitis,  but  during  a  practice  of  more  than 
twenty  years  this  was  my  first  case  of  emphysema  of  the  areolar  tissua 
from  whooping-cough.  Believing  that  there  are  many  physicians 
whose  experience  has  been  more  extensive  than  mine,  who  have  never 
had  such  a  case,  I  thought  it  might  be  both  interesting  and  profitable 
to  furnish  this  account  for  publication.  During  the  thirteen  years  I 
have  been  a  reader  of  the  Journal,  I  have  not  seen  a  word  or  a  line  in 
its  pages  on  emphysema.  Doubtless,  in  many  cases  of  whooping 
ough  requiring  treatment,  the  ultimate  pulmonary  vesicles  become 
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more  or  less  dilated,  producing  distressing  dyspnoea,  from  the  effects 
of  which  the  patients  recover ;  but  I  am  persuaded  that  intervesicular 
eaiph ysema  forcing  its  way  through  the  posterior  mediastinum  along 
the  course  of  great  vessels,  and  into  the  connective  tissue  planes  of 
the  Book,  fare,  arms,  and  chest,  is  of  rare  occurrence.  In  such  cases, 
the  question  comes,  what  shall  the  doctor  dot  The  respiratory  func- 
tion is  largely  compromised,  the  blood  is  vitiated  for  want  of  decar- 
Ixmizatian,  and  the  powers  of  life  are  waning  every  moment  To  ar- 
rest the  cough  that  precipitated  the  lesion  would  be  the  rational  treat- 
ment, but  to  do  this  is  beyond  medical  agencies,  and  our  patient  dies 
because  he  can  not  breathe. 


LIFE    INSURANCE    EXAMINERS. 
By  Perry  F.  Bullington,  fl,  D.f  Grid  ley,  Cal. 

IN  THE  February  number  of  the  Journal,  page  77,  is  an  article 
by  Perry  C  Johnson,  M.  D.,  of  Champaign,  111.,  on  the  above 
subject  Having  had  an  experience  similar  to  that  of  Dr.  Johnson, 
I  desire  to  say  something  through  the  Journal  on  the  same  line. 

About  the  first  of  April,  I  was  accosted  on  the  street  by  a  well- 
d  rased  and  gentlemanly  appearing  man,  who  asked  me  if  I  was  Dr. 
Bulliogton,  and  being  assured  in  the  affirmative, he  said  he  represented 
tht-  Mutual  Life  Association,  of  Galesburg,  I1L,  and  asked  if  I  would 
examine  a  couple  of  applicants  for  him,  stating  at  the  time  that  the 
fee  allowed  was  three  dollars  for  each  examination,  and  would  be  paid 
by  the  company  within  thirty  days  from  the  time  the  examination  was 
made.  He  said  they  had  no  examining  physician  in  this  town,  and  it 
was  his  instructions  in  such  cases  to  inquire  among  the  citizens  for 
the  best  doctor,  and  having  done  so,  came  to  me  on  the  strength  of 
what  he  had  heard.  As  there  are  three  allopaths  here,  I  thanked  him 
for  the  compliment,  and  agreed  to  do  the  work. 

1  examined  the  two  applicants,  sent  in  my  reports,  and  in  due  time 
reoei  ved  a  check  for  six  dollars  in  payment  for  my  services. 

The  agent,  being  a  Baptist  minister,  was  a  good  talker,  honest,  fair, 
and  forcible  in  his  arguments,  and  during  our  acquaintance  asked 
me  to  insure  with  him.  I  agreed  to  take  a  policy  for  myself  and  one 
for  my  wife  provided  the  company  would  appoint  me  as  their  examin- 
ing physician  for  this  placet  The  agent  sent  in  my  application  for 
appointment,  and  we  were  arranging  to  go  to  Oroville  to  be  examined 
when  the  agent  returned  after  three  week's  absence,  and  said  the 
<  Wrnant  Mutual,  of  Galesburg,  III,  appointed  none  but  allopathic 
physicians  to  do  their  examining,  and  more,  they  rejected  both  appli- 
cations because  the  applicants  were  examined  by  an  Eclectic. 

The  agent  then  hunted  up  an  allopath,  an  old  timer,  one,  I  am 
told,  who  never  attended  a  course  of  lectures  in  his  life,  but  he  being 
one  of  **Ye  salt  of  the  earth,"  re-examined  the  applicants,  got  the  ap- 
pointment, and,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  applicants  their  policies. 
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That  is  what  I  call  senseless  and  unjustifiable  discrimination  against 
the  Eclectic  and  Homoeopathic  schools. 

Dr.  Johnson  asks,  how  can  we  right  this  wrong? 

It  is  my  opinion  it  never  will  be  righted  until  the  two  schools  com- 
bine in  as  rigid  an  opposition  to  the  discriminating  insurance  com- 
panies as  the  said  companies  have  against  said  schools. 

When  Homoeopaths  and  Eclectics  unite  and  use  their  combined  in- 
fluence against  such  companies,  and  give  their  individual  business  to 
companies  that  do  appoint  said  physicians  to  do  their  work,  then  and 
not  till  then,  will  they  be  given  the  recognition  they  deserve.  There 
are  many  good  companies  that  don't  discriminate  against  the  "irreg- 
ulars", and  it  is  my  intention  to  insure  in  one  of  such  companies. 

Some  months  ago  Dr.  J.  K  Scudder  published  a  list  of  all  discrim- 
inating companies,  and  I  ask  that  he  kindly  publish  again  in  the  near 
future  a  revised  list,  and  suggest  as  a  remedy  that  the  ignored  schools 
unite  and  treat  the  ignoring  companies  in  the  same  ignoring  manner. 


EPUL1S-HYPERTROPH1ED    TONSIL. 
By  J.  M.  Baker,  fl.  D„  Nolanvllle,  Texas. 

EPULIS  is  an  exceedingly  rare  disease,  it  being  a  pinkish  tumor 
on  or  in  the  alveolar  process  of  the  jaw,  said  to  be  of  a  cancer- 
ous nature  by  most  writers. 

I  have  met  with  only  five  cases  in  fourteen  years'  practice,  and  as 
I  generally  do  teeth  extracting,  have  had  opportunity  to  observe.  Four 
of  my  cases  were  women,  one  a  boy  of  ten  years.  All  cases  were  on 
the  lower  jaw,  left  side,  but  this  may  be  a  coincidence. 

As  to  treatment,  I'll  report  case  No.  5. 

Miss  Edna  M.,  age  18,  blonde,  slight  build,  good  family  history. 
The  second  bi-cuspid  had  been  broken  off  some  time  since  and  epulis 
developed  with  fang  in  it  Injected  cocaine,  4  per  cent,  in  and  around 
tumor,  pulled  fang,  then  with  alveolar  forceps  crushed  tumor  and  ex- 
ternal alveolar  ridge.  Packed  cavity  with  salicylic  acid,  and  gave 
her  enough  to  apply  once  a  day  for  ten  days.  Healed  by  suppuration 
and  granulation,  and  no  return,  it  being  one  year  since  treatment 

Htpkbtbophikd  Tonsils. — Mrs.  J.,  aged  28,  consulted  me  in  Janu- 
ary, 1897.  Said  she  had  enlarged  tonsils  for  ten  years,  and  had  tried 
various  gargles,  caustics,  etc ,  and  wanted  to  know  if  I  could  cure 
without  excision.  I  promised  to  do  what  I  could,  and  painted  tonsil 
with  four  per  cent,  cocaine,  loaded  my  hypodermic  with  undiluted 
thuja  (Lloyd's  alcoholic),  and  injected  three  or  four  minims  in  each 
tonsil,  repeated  three  or  four  times,  ten  days  apart,  and  discharged 
her  cured.  At  the  end  of  forty  days  there  has  been  no  return.  As 
this  is  the  only  case  I  ever  treated  with  injection,  I  would  like  to  hear 
from  others,  if  they  have  tried  it 

By  the  way,  while  speaking  of  tonsils,  I  use  gum  lance  to  lance 
suppurating  tonsils  instead  of  the  bistoury — no  danger  of  cutting  too 


378 


AMPUTATION    OF    LKRVIX    UTEKI 


' 


le  ente 


deep,  ov  cutting  tongue  or  pillar  httctfli      Some 
facturer  ought  to  make  a  lance  for  this  purpose  with  b 
to  shank  blade,  diamond  pointed,  and  only  one-third  i 

HIGH  AMPUTATION  FOR  STELLATE  LACERATION 
ATION  OF  CERVIX  UTERL 


By  A*  C.  Wilkin*,  Jl.  D.T   Jennings, 


u 


MRS.  A.,  age  27,  white,  small  in  stature,  had  be 
years.  Health  very  good  before  marriage,  exct 
sit  ion  to  constipation.  Fifteen  month*  after  marriage 
to  a  child,  which  was  very  poor  at  birth  and  died  in 
supposed  starvation.  Labor  was  comparatively  easy 
but  severe  laceration  of  the  cervix  and  slight  laceratioi 
urn  resulted.  Three  months  aftef  child  birth,  patient 
profuse  leucorrhrea,  and  lost  health  and  flesh  rapidl 
time  she  consulted  a  physician,  who  treated  her  for  a 
the  treatment  was  discontinued  on  account  of  removal 

At  this  time  the  patient,  although  not  confined  to  b 
to  attend  to  any  household  duties,  and  continued  in  th 
about  fifteen  months.  By  this  time  another  gestation  1 
her  health  improved,  and  she  continued  in  fair  healt 
nancy  and  lactation. 

After  the  child  was  weaned,  patient  began  to  grov 
six  months  another  physician  was  consulted,  giving  di 
placement  of  womb  and  idee  ration  of  cervix.  She  too 
three  months,  and  grew  worse  ail  the  time ;  then  usei 
cines  of  three  different  kinds,  but  to  no  effect. 

Previous  to  the  date  of  my  first  visit  (July  1,  1896),  I 
been  confined  to  the  house  for  twelve  months,  and  to  h 
months,  except  to  get  up  to  her  meals,  and  the  la^t  nn 
pel  led  to  take  her  meals  in  bed,  not  being  able  to  \ 
without  help.  During  her  entire  illness,  obstinate  ooi 
sisted.  On  examination  found  perineum  slightly  lacer 
late  laceration  of  the  cervix,  ulceration,  and  endo-met 
cided  ante- flexion.  The  uterus  was  greatly  enlarged, 
and  tubes  seemed  to  be  in  tolerably  good  condition, 
from  womb  and  vagina  was  of  very  offensive  odor.  1 1 
for  one  week  with  antiseptic  uterine  injections,  and  gav 
tives,  with  a  view  to  getting  the  patient  in  a  better  e< 
operation , 

On  the  eighth  day  after  my  first  visit,  I  called  Dr,  B 
ister  the  anaesthetic,  and  with  the  assistance  of  a  con 
nurse  (having  the  patient  previously  prepared  in  the 
brought  down  the  uterus  with  a  tenaculum,  and  passe 
cord  through  both  anterior  and  posterior  lips  of  the  cei 
then  gave  the  endo-metrium  a  thorough  curetting* 
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with  antiseptic  solution,  we  introduced  a  swab  saturated  with  pure 
carbolic  acid,  and  applied  to  all  the  surface.  Then  with  long,  curved 
scissors,  we  cut  into  the  cervix  on  either  side  to  the  height  of  the  de- 
sired amputation,  leaving  an  anterior  and  posterior  flap,  both  under 
control  of  the  silk  thongs. 

The  anterior  part  was  taken  off  first,  clipping  the  membrane  above 
the  diseased  tissue,  and  going  into  the  substance  of  the  neck  in  the 
direction  of  the  internal  os,  avoiding  the  cul-de-sac  of  Douglas,  and 
carrying  the  incision  to  the  points  of  the  lateral  incisiona 

After  this  removal  we  encountered  considerable  hemorrhage,  not 
being  able  to  control  it  either  with  hot  or  cold  applications.  The  nurse 
was  given  the  remaining  thong  to  hold  the  uterus  low  down,  and  we 
succeeded  in  crowding  another  cord  high  up  around  the  neck,  thus 
forming  a  tourniquet.  Chromocised  cat-gut  sutures  (eight  in  num- 
ber) were  then  passed  from  the  circumference  to  the  center,  drawing 
the  circular  flap  of  membrane  to  the  common  center.  The  tourniquet 
was  then  relaxed,  and  no  hemorrhage  followed.  The  parts  were  thor- 
oughly irrigated  again,  and  the  lower  flap  removed  in  like  manner. 
The  sutures  were  left  long  and  rolled  together,  thus  giving  opportu- 
nity to  dress  the  stump  with  iodoform  and  iodoform  gauze. 

On  the  fourth  day  the  dressing  was  removed  and  the  uterus  was 
irrigated  with  a  1  to  1000  bichloride  solution.  This  was  repeated  on 
the  sixth  day,  and  every  day  thereafter  for  some  time.  Union  took 
place  by  first  intention,  and  all  sutures  were  absorbed  and  cut  by  the 
twelfth  day. 

The  only  trouble  after  the  operation  was  some  urethritis  from  the 
use  of  the  catheter,  and  an  attack  of  dysentery  lasting  five  days,  be- 
ginning on  the  fifth  day  after  the  operation,  which  was  quite  aggra- 
vating. In  four  weeks  the  patient  rode  three  miles  to  visit  friends, 
and  has  been  doing  her  own  work  ever  since  the  eighth  week  after  the 
operation. 

THE    CORPUSCLES. 
By  Prof.  Lyman  Watkins,  n.  D.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

IF,  with  the  microscope,  we  examine  a  capillary  blood-vessel,  we 
will  observe  the  red  blood  corpuscles  flowing  rapidly  along,  com- 
pactly, close  together  in  the  center  of  the  blood  stream.  They  appear 
to  be  hurrying  on  as  though  engaged  on  some  important  business, 
and  being  somewhat  late,  were  impatient  to  reach  their  destination 
and  begin  work  at  once.  They  seem  to  have  a  definite  purpose,  and 
are  eager  to  carry  it  out  The  red  blood  corpuscles  have,  indeed,  a 
special  function,  that  of  carrying  oxygen  from  the  lungs  to  the  tissues 
of  the  body.  The  oxygen,  which  is  loosely  combined  with  the  haemo- 
globin of  the  red  blood  corpuscles  during  their  momentary  exposure 
while  passing  through  the  lungs,  is  carried  to  those  parts  of  the  body 
to  the  welfare  of  which  it  is  essential  In  as  far  as  we  know,  red 
vol.  lvil — 25 


bin.*]  corpuscles  do  uut  ooavey  carbonic  acid  in  an 
quantities  from  the  tissues  to  the  liingp,  that  this  gas  i 
organs  of  respiration  fronithe-  tissues  and  is  there  exp 
body,  is  well  known,  but  that  it  is  carried  by  the  red  b 
<{■  by  any  -sured,    it  is,  in   fact,    probably 

plasma. 

When  we  examine  the  white  blood  corpuscles  we  fine 
slowly  along  the  outer  edge  of  the  capillary  blood  str^ 
the  sides  of  the  vessel,  or  lying  in  the  still  layer.  We 
tice  the  leucocyte  occasionally  sending  out  pseudopodi 
along  the  walls,  and  presently,  into  a  small  crevice  bet 
the  ]m>ce68  will  insinuate  itself  and  the  white  oorpi 
passes  from  the  capillary  into  the  surrounding  tissue, 

A  white  blood  corpuscle  is  composed  of  native  undifi 
toplasm,  not  fitted  for  any  special  purpose,  but  po* 
fundamental  properties  of  protoplasm,  iritability,  coal 
Ijolisra,  reproduction,  etc  Therefore,  when  it  escapes  i 
ing  tissue,  it  has  the  faculty  of  becoming  a  part  of  that 
nerve,  muscle,  connective,  or  other,  but  if  not  taken 
lymphatic  vessel,  and  in  time  returns  to  the  general  ci 
upon  another  round  of  adventure*  As  free  protoplasn 
puscle  has  the  fundamental  properties  mentioned  ;  as 
erned  by  the  organ  or  tissue  of  which  it  1>ecomes  a  par 
then  a  manifestation  of  certain  only  of  these  properties 
sion  or  complete  subordination  of  all  the  rest 

As  has  already  been  stated,  the  leucocytes  are  in  th 
the  capillary  blood  stream,  having,  apparently,  very  1 
abundant  time  in  which  to  do  it  These  entities  are, 
idJe  as  they  appear,  but  are,  in  fact,  doing  what  we  m 
ditty*  They  are  on  the  lookout  for  invaders,  foreigner 
teria,  bacilli  and  micro-organisms  of  every  kind,  for  si 
ural  prey  of  the  leucocyte,  or  as  better  designated*  the 

Bacteria  abound  everywhere,  on  all  external  thing 
them  constantly  with  our  food,  with  our  drink,  and  ^ 
breathe ;  they  thus  constantly  reach  the  blood  stream 
bers,  but  are  there  attacked  and  destroyed  by  the  phago 
ever  harm  they  might  have  done  is  prevented* 

When  germs  come  in  extraordinary  numbers,  the  < 
the  phagocytes  and  the  invaders  grows  fiercer,  and  i 
eigners  prove  too  strong,  the  phagocytes  suffer  defeat, 
bacteria  triumph,  and  the  body  in  which  the  conflict 
damage*!  to  such  an  extent  as  to  destroy  the  organ isn 
tity,  But  if,  as  is  more  frequently  the  case,  the  p 
eventually  conquered,  the  body  then  becomes  immun* 
form  of  invasion  against  which  battle  was  waged,  am 
suffer  from  an  attack  of  the  particular  form  of  pathoge 
was  conquered .      And  thus  the  individual  is  protecte 
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attack  of  measles,  small  pox,  or  whatever  form  of  contagious  disease 
is  represented  by  the  attacking  pathogenic  germs. 

The  battle  between  the  phagocytes  and  the  assailing  hosts  gave  rise 
to  considerable  friction,  the  temperature  of  the  body  was  elevated, 
the  circulation  accelerated,  and  the  patient  became  very  uncomfort- 
able during  the  conflict  The  phagocytes  at  first,  unaccustomed  to 
the  invaders,  were  taken  by  surprise,  did  not  understand  the  methods 
of  warfare  employed  by  their  opponents,  and  were  almost  defeated. 
But  as  the  war  continued,  new  phagocytes  were  born,  who,  arriving 
on  the  field  with  inherited  resistance,  acquired  more,  until  in  time,  a 
race  appeared  which  was  able  to  expel  the  enemy.  Perhaps  several 
generations  of  phagocytes  may  have  been  necessary  with  the  survival 
of  the  fittest  before  this  was  accomplished,  but  when  once  attained, 
immunity  was  permanent.  Sometimes,  rarely,  a  second  attack  of  the 
same  contagious  disease  may  occur.  This  is  due  to  the  debilitating 
influences  to  which  the  body  may  have  been  subject,  and  to  an  ex- 
hausted heredity,  the  opposing  power  of  the  phagocytes  having  been 
weakened. 

Acting  upon  the  theory  of  natural  immunity  through  phagocytic 
action,  artificial  immunization  has  been  attempted.  The  object  has 
been  to  gradually  render  the  phagocyte  immune  to  the  various  mi- 
crobes of  infectious  diseases  by  injecting  into  the  blood  a  weak  culti- 
vation of  the  pathogenic  organism.  As  the  phagocytes  learned  to  re- 
sist the  weakened  culture,  the  strength  of  the  culture  was  gradually 
increased,  and  in  proportion  the  resistant  power  of  the  phagocyte  in- 
creased, until,  eventually,  the  strongest  infection  was  repelled,  and 
thus  immunity  was  conferred  upon  the  body. 

In  this  manner  hydrophobia  was  anticipated,  small  pox  prevented, 
and  other  infections,  of  which  a  weak  and  harmless  germ  culture 
could  at  first  be  made,  were  introduced  into  the  healthy  body  to  ren- 
der it  immune.  It  was  for  a  time  claimed  that  almost  all  diseases 
could  thus  be  evaded,  even  syphilis,  tuberculosis,  and  cancer ;  and 
enthusiasts  were  rejoicing  that  the  millennium  in  preventive  medicine 
was  near  at  hand. 

There  is,  no  doubt,  much  that  is  good  in  this  theory,  but  after  the 
death  of  its  chief  exponent,  Pasteur,  enthusiasm  began  to  wane,  not 
because  the  theory  had  been  exhausted  or  proven  fallacious,  but  was 
hastily  dropped  from  the  fact  that  something  new,  requiring  less  hard 
work  and  patience,  dawned  upon  the  medical  horizon. 

This  was  sero-pathy,  anti-toxin,  serums  and  anti-serums  generally. 
The  theory  of  the  phagocytic  action  of  the  white  blood  corpuscles  was 
also  made  to  serve  here.  It  was  granted  that  there  was  a  conflict  be- 
tween the  invaders  and  the  phagocytes.  The  theory  was,  then,  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  phagocytes  by  the  injection  of  white  blood  cor- 
puscles into  the  body,  and  thus  to  reinforce  them,  as  it  were,  and  in 
this  way  to  overcome  the  pathogenic  organisms  by  force  of  superior 
numbers. 
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According  to  the  theory  of  Pasteur,  a  course  of  injections  must  be 
taken  for  the  prevention  of  each  contagious  disease,  as  immunization 
from  one  did  not  prevent  an  attack  from  another,  different  in  nature, 
and  so  it  would  require  a  long  time  to  render  the  body  safe  from  all. 
Sero-pathy  does  not  endeavor  to  render  the  body  immune,  but  waits 
until  infection  occurs  and  then  by  reinforcing  the  natural  protective 
forces  of  the  body,  the  phagocytes,  drives  the  disease  from  the  body. 

Both  of  these  theories  are  based  upon  well  known  facts,  and  doubt- 
less have  some  good  points.  That  the  results  are,  so  far,  not  all  which 
fervent  adherents  claim  is  well  known.  There  seems  to  be  a  limit  to 
the  protective  and  combative  power  of  phagocytes,  however  numerous, 
and  when  introduced  into  the  blood  in  large  numbers  they  consume 
each  other  or  die  and  are  thrown  off  by  the  excretory  organs.  The 
normal  proportion  of  white  blood  corpuscles  in  the  blood  is  at  most 
but  one  to  two  hundred  of  the  red,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  artifi- 
cial leucocytosis  increases  the  resistant  power  of  the  body.  The  theory 
is  a  beautiful  one,  but  it  fails  in  its  ultimate  realization.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  such  is  the  case,  but  from  foreign  shores  the  rumblings 
of  decay  are  already  heard,  and  soon  only  those  behind  the  times  will 
be  found  upon  this  ground. 

The  theory  of  Pasteur,  that  of  immunization  by  graduated  injection, 
so  soon  abandoned  after  his  death,  is  worthy  of  further  investigation. 


SCARLET    FEVER. 
By  Prof.  Jos.  Adolphus,  n.  D.,  Atlanta,  Oa. 

AFTER  reading  the  excellent  paper  of  Dr.  L.  S.  Downs,  of  Gal- 
veston, Texas,  on  scarlet  fever,  I  have  written  this  paper  in  part 
to  give  utterance  to  my  individual  views,  and  partly  to  suggest  some- 
thing I  believe  of  value  in  the  prognosis  and  treatment  of  scarlet  fever. 

Dr.  Downs  is  not  far  wrong  in  placing  scarlet  fever  in  two  catego- 
ries, the  simple  and  the  complicated ;  yet  there  are  marked  distinc- 
tions between  purely  simple  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  the  kind  known 
as  ''malignant,"  which  is  an  exceedingly  severe  form  of  the  "angi- 
nose"  variety.  The  leading  feature  of  all  cases  of  this  variety  is  the 
extreme  depression  of  all  the  organic  forces  of  the  economy,  including 
circulation,  respiration,  and  the  resisting,  defensive  forces  of  the 
economy. 

When  I  was  a  young  man  an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  appeared  in 
Philadelphia.  This  was  60  years  or  more  ago.  The  mortality  of  the 
disease  among  the  children  of  the  well-to-do  was  something  fearful. 
This  class  of  patients  was  under  allopathic  medical  treatment.  Many 
of  the  cases  which  were  simple  in  the  outset  were  soon  transformed 
into  the  most  severe  kind. 

There  were  a  few  "Reform"  physicians,  and  several  "Botanico- 
medical"  physicians  practicing  at  the  same  time  in  that  city.      Their 
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patients  were  largely  among  the  laboring  class  of  families.  The  suc- 
cess of  their  treatment  of  scarlet  fever  patients  was  nothing  less  than 
triumphant  The  principles  and  methods  of  the  treatment  adopted 
by  the  "Regulars"  (at  that  time  known  only  as  allopaths  by  the  old- 
school  doctors  as  well  as  the  general  public)  were  bleeding  to  control 
great  irritation,  congestion  or  inflammation,  antimonials  along  with 
calomel,  mercury  and  chalk,  and  blue  pill.  These  were  the  prime 
"antiphlogistics. "  The  idea  of  antipyretics  was  but  dimly  conceived 
at  that  day ;  the  chief  thought  of  allopaths  was  to  subdue  inflamma- 
tion, therefore  antiphlogistics  constituted  the  main  medicines  in  fevers 
and  inflammations ;  but  venesection  was  the  main  remedy  in  all  cases, 
even  in  typhus  fever  and  small- pox,  when  the  pulse  ran  high  and  the 
skin  was  very  hot.  The  throat  symptoms  were  largely  controlled  by 
blisters,  nitrate  of  silver  in  strong  solution,  seldom  less  than  40  grains 
to  the  ounce.  Very  little  food  was  administered.  To  the  sick  food 
was  considered  a  stimulant,  the  very  opposite  to  what  the  doctor's 
mind  conceived  as  safe  and  proper  in  all  such  cases ;  hence  the  deplet- 
ing, depressing,  starvation  method  of  treatment  was  prominently  in 
vogue  with  those  "scientific"  practitioners  of  but  a  very  few  decades 
in  the  past  As  a  rule,  all  feeble  children  succumbed  early  in  the 
course  of  the  disease,  but  not  the  remotest  suspicion  obtained  a  lodg- 
ment in  the  faculty's  mind  that  part  at  least  of  the  frightful  mortality 
was  owing  to  the  devitalizing  treatment  so  common  with  the  learned 
doctors.  The  hygiene  was  as  primitive  as  an  Indian  doctor's  concep- 
tion of  what  is  best  to  be  done  for  the  sick.  Hot  room,  deprivation 
of  cold  drinks,  weak  chicken  tea,  hardly  even  a  crust  to  appease  the 
cravings  of  hunger;  food  being  considered  next  to  poison,  save  in 
attenuated  form. 

The  practice  of  the  new  school  doctors  was  opposite  in  principle,  in 
conception,  in  ideal  progress.  Their  treatment  was  partly  stimulant 
and  partly  tonic,  Prominent  among  their  remedies  were — lobelia, 
myrrh,  myrica  cinifera,  capsicum,  (ailanthus  in  recent  years),  xan- 
thoxylum,  sambucus  canadensis,  the  inner  bark  of  root,  cypripedium 
pubescens,  and  many  other  indigenous  remedies. 

The  natural  history  of  scarlet  fever  presents  it  as  a  disease  marked 
by  extreme  adynamia.  The  term  adynamia  has  a  specific  meaning 
in  this  disease,  containing  all  the  elements  of  profound  constitutional 
depression,  to  the  extent  of  including  the  nervous  centers  and  the 
powers  of  circulation  and  respiration.  These  peculiarities  vary  in 
different  epidemics.  A  point  I  wish  here  to  emphasise  is,  even  in 
epidemics  in  which  a  majority  of  the  cases  are  of  the  mild  type,  an 
occasional  case  presents  in  which  all  the  features  and  properties  of  a 
most  malignant  character  are  encountered ;  yet,  as  virulent  as  such 
cases  appear,  under  judicious  treatment  nearly  all  recover.  The  cause 
of  this  class  of  cases  has  been  variously  given  by  different  observers. 
Some  claim  that  special  virulence  is  developed  in  the  epidemic  at  the 
time,  but  limited  in  duration ;  others  claim  a  certain  constitutional 
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depravity  that  rapidly  makes  the  defensive  forces 
succumb  to  the  poison  which  in  consequence  overwheln 
system.  There  are  more  speculations  which  impart  n< 
as  to  the  nature  of  things. 

One  other  point  worth  dwelling  on  is,  it  is  of  quite  free 
ence  that  cases  apparently  very  forbidding,  unpromisin 
less,  recover  in  spite  of  everything*  This  was  a  frequen 
of  the  Eclectic  fathers  a  half  century  ago,  who  relied  larg 
ment  tending  to  sustain  the  heart  and  respiration,  go  1 1. 
tag,  and  other  things  that  good  sense  will  sugg< 

In  MOM  epidemics — a  fact  I  have  hitherto  noticed— 
strongest,  most  vigorous  children  would  afford  the  mos 
dangerous  cases,  while  less  vigorous  children,  apparen 
constitutional  stamina,  would  go  through  the  disease  wit 
going  very  serious  disturbances  of  the  vital  functions. 

Br,  Downs1  second  case,  the  one  that  died,  was  not,  as 
analyze  the  symptoms  and  progress,  a  case  that  we  wou 
expect  to  succumb  to  the  disease ;  unfortunately,  howei 
mistake  was  in  allopathic  interference,  adopting  extreme 
the  least,  very  injudicious  methods.  Apparently  they  v% 
of  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  the  result  to  be  expected 
violent  treatment  Nearly  all  experience  is  concordant  t 
bath,  used  for  the  first  time  io  the  tatter  part  of  scarlet 
fevers,  has  produced  undesirable  results,  frequently  cai 

In  this  case  the  temperature  was  on  the  second  dfcj,  p 
day,  103°,  pulse  140,  respiration  40,  This  latter  symptoi 
knowledge,  higher  than  common,  yet  I  have  often  seen 
from.  When  the  inflammation  of  the  skin  is  high,  a  very 
ration  is  to  be  expected.  We  have,  on  physiological  grou 
that  in  the  height  of  the  exanthemata  respiration  is  of  grea 
When  the  eruption  is  lagging,  or  has  "struck  in/1  the  te 
very  high,  sometimes  reaching  \QT%  as  in  two  cases  th 
under  my  care  six  years  ago.  Wheu  the  eruption  is  ful 
the  temperature  falls,  especially  in  the  morning  2  to  3.6°,  1 
ing  temperature  is  almost  sure  to  reach  a  point  one  or 
higher,  even  in  favorable  cases,  and  the  decline  to  the  no: 
Scarlet  fever  is  a  disease  of  high  temperature  with  a  hig 
I  have  noticed  that  during  an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever,  w 
temperature  is  most  vigorously  assailed  the  mortality  is  it 
Many  cases  of  very  high  temperature  have  recovered  urn 
feeding  and  nursing  with  good  hygienic  surroundings. 

Throat  symptoms  are  the  most  dangerous  to  meet,  yet 
too  much  is  done.  In  some  epidemics  the  anginose  s^ 
decidedly  the  most  dangerous,  inasmuch  as  the  poison  o 
spreads  its  virulence  on  the  tonsils  and  other  glands  and 
membrane  of  the  throat,  fauces,  tongue,  etc  The  pulse  ; 
fluttering,  second  sound  of  heart  very  weak,  much  as  in  t 
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namie  typhoid  fever  and  small-pox ;  the  temperature  may  rise  to  106° 
in  the  evening,  with  the  morning  temperature  hardly  less  than  one 
degree  lower.  The  nervous  system  is  apparently  overwhelmed — with 
delirium,  coma,  extreme  restlessness,  muttering,  and  the  lika 

When  the  throat  symptoms  are  very  severe,  the  eruption  may  be, 
and  often  is,  more  of  a  congestive  kind,  of  darker  color,  in  patches, 
and  the  intervening  skin  of  a  livid  color,  even  mottled  purple,  at  the 
same  time  the  temperature  is  often  105°  to  106°. 

In  my  experience,  rapid  and  very  shallow  respiration  is  one  of  the 
very  hateful  symptoms  attendant  upon  this  form  of  scarlet  fever.  In 
some  epidemics  the  bad  state  of  the  respiration  and  the  throat  are  the 
most  prominent  Another  very  bad  symptom  is  the  toxic  secretions 
coming  from  the  throat  and  nose,  these  being  seen  in  the  kind  of  dis- 
ease called  "putrid."  The  rash  is  scanty,  but  the  throat  symptoms 
prevail  to  our  horror.  With  the  above  state  of  the  throat  is  associated 
the  symptoms  of  an  overwhelmed  nervous  system ;  the  body  is  of  an 
incomparably  offensive  odor,  which  is  peculiar  to  itself ;  the  secre- 
tions of  the  throat,  mouth  and  nose,  are  equally  offensive,  of  a  toxic, 
acrid  nature,  that  excoriate  the  mucous  membrane  and  skin  which 
they  flow  over. 

The  kidney  symptoms  call  for  attention.  I  may  say,  one  of  the 
features  of  scarlet  fever  is,  to  attack  the  uriniferous  tubules  and  epi- 
thelial structures  of  the  organ,  cause  congestion  and  catarrhal  inflam- 
mation of  a  low  type,  produce  suppression  of  urine,  and  aid  in  causing 
various  forms  of  dropsies. 

I  must  devote  a  few  lines  to  the  treatment  of  scarlet  fever  by  the  Eclec- 
tic Fathers.  They  largely  made  use  of  lobelia,  not  only  as  a  vomit  but 
as  a  stimulant  tonic.  Lobelia  is  a  tonic  to  the  vasomotor  system ;  this  is 
a  therapeutic  fact  After  a  lobelia  puke,  blood  pressure  rises  in  vir- 
tue of  this  physiological  property  of  the  medicament 

Our  fathers  used  capsicum  freely.  No  other  stimulant  equals  it ; 
circulation,  respiration,  metabolism,  all  are  aided  by  it  Scarlet  fever 
needs  proper  stimulants  to  carry  a  bad  case  through.  Myrrh  is  a 
grand  remedy,  it  keeps  the  blood  leucocytes  active,  and  increases 
them,  In  all  adynamic  diseases  their  number  is  reduced  and  their 
amoeboid  activities  lessened.  Our  ancestors  knew  the  value  of  bay- 
berry,  bark  of  root  It  is  a  vasomotor  stimulant  Under  it,  blood 
pressure  rises ;  following  its  action  is  no  depression.  It  is  a  strong 
tonic  to  mucous  membranes.  I  have  seen  very  bad  cases,  apparently 
hopeless,  recover  under  tinctures  of  bayberry,  myrrh,  and  capsicum. 

We  all  know  the  value  of  prickly  ash  bark  and  berries  as  stimulants. 
They  act  somewhat  like  capsicum.  Together  they  constitute  a  most 
valuable  stimulant ;  both  stimulate  the  centers  in  the  cord,  of  which 
there  are  several ;  one  center  acts  as  a  trophic  center  to  the  anatomi- 
cal elements  promoting  constructive  activity  of  the  protoplasm. 

About  forty  years  ago  an  Eclectic  physician  discovered  in  the  inner 
bark  of  the  alianthus  glandulosa  (tree  of  heaven)  a  specific  in  scarlet 
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fever,  small  pox,  and  other  adynamic  fevers.  The  certainty  of  this 
medicament  in  all  the  exanthematous  diseases  is  unquestionable— it 
is  specific.  I  have  several  times  noticed  and  proven  its  invaluable  use 
in  "black"  measles  and  putrid  scarlet  fever. 

The  value  of  quinine  in  all  these  adynamic  diseases  is  not  to  be 
overlooked,  used  scientifically  and  in  doses  appropriate  to  the  nature 
of  the  case.  It  is  a  tonic  to  the  defensive  forces  of  the  economy,  mod- 
erates the  wear  and  tear  of  disease,  feeds  the  nerve  cells,  strengthens 
their  energies,  and  enables  them  to  control  the  activities  of  cells  when 
these  are  going  too  far,  or  stimulates  them  into  energy,  when  their 
powers  are  inhbited  by  disease.  Quinine  also  controls  excessive  de- 
velopment of  heat  ahd  modifies  cell  metabolism  to  the  standard  of  cell 
vitality.     Small  doses  is  my  rule. 

The  value  of  sambucus  canadensis  as  a  diuretic  in  scarlet  fever 
should  be  extensively  known.  Sambucus  has  been  used  by  many 
physicians  as  a  diuretic  in  all  diseases  wherein  the  pathological  state 
of  the  kidneys  is  akin  to  that  of  the  early  stage  of  Bright's  disease. 
It  is  a  non  stimulating  diuretic,  a  soothing  tonic  to  the  epithelia  and 
tubules.  Combined  with  bayberry  and  lady  slipper  we  have  a  remedy 
of  prime  value  in  malignant  scarlet  fever. 

Lady  slipper  was  a  highly  prized  remedy  with  our  fathers  to  pro- 
mote restf  ulness  and  bring  on  sleep.  We  have  forgotten  much  of  its 
value,  and  nearly  laid  it  on  the  shelf.  Return  to  the  good  things  of 
the  past ;  there  is  great  good  in  them,  and  much  joy  to  be  derived 
from  their  uses. 


- 


Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

CONDUCTED  BY  W.  B.  8CUDDEB,  M.  D. 

ACUTE    RHINITIS.  ~~ 

Acute  rhinitis,  the  correct  name  for  the  subject  about  to  be  treated, 
has  various  names,  such  as  acute  nasal  catarrh,  acute  nasal  blenor- 
rhcea,  cold  in  the  head,  snuffles,  etc.,  but  the  word  acute,  defining 
the  nature  of  the  inflammation  with  regard  to  time,  and  rhinitis,  sig- 
nifying inflammation  of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane,  the  term  acute 
rhinitis  is  therefore  proper,  and  can  not  be  improved  upon. 

The  etiology  of  this  disease  is  very  plain,  being,  in  almost  every 
instanee}  the  result  of  exposure  or  climatic  changes  for  which  the  per- 
son was  unprepared.  We  also  find  it  where  one  has  inhaled  irritating 
dust  or  hot,  dry  air.  We  find  it  always  present  in  measles,  scarlet 
fever  and  hay  fever — in  fact,  hay  fever  is  an  acute  rhinitis  marked  by 
periodicity  and  extreme  hypereesthesia. 

Blending  the  ^t/mptoms  and  the  pathology,  we  have  first  a  dryness 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose,  a  marked  lessening  of  even  the 
normal  uasal  secretion,  at  the  same  time  chilly  sensations  are  noticed, 
the  secretions  of  the  skin,  kidneys  and  bowels,  are  more  or  less 
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checked.  A  second  stage  soon  comes  on,  in  which  there  is  a  copious 
seroos  exudation,  much  irritation  and  sneezing,  headache,  increased 
lachrymation,  nasal  twang  to  the  voice — in  fact,  all  the  symptoms 
comprising  what  is  commonly  understood  as  cold  in  the  head.  This 
is  the  stage  in  which  the  corpus  cavernosum  is  distended  with  blood, 
and  it  is  from  this  distension  that  we  have  this  profuse  serous  seepage, 
while  at  the  same  time  even  the  ordinary  mucous  secretion  is  entirely 
checked. 

The  next  stage,  commonly  called  the  third,  is  when  the  mucous 
glands  begin  to  pour  forth  their  secretion,  and  we  have  a  loss  of 
blood  elements  from  the  engorged  vessels ;  which  cells  and  corpuscles 
mixed  with  the  mucous  secretion,  forms  the  heavy  yellowish  and  very 
abundant  discharge  common  to  this  period.  This  is  the  time  when 
the  patient  must  exercise  care  not  to  re- contract  cold.  At  any  time 
during  the  disease  great  pain  may  be  complained  of  and  tenderness 
found  over  the  frontal  sinus,  showing  implication  of  this  cavity — acute 
middle  ear  disease  also  being  not  uncommon. 

The  prognosis,  as  far  as  life  is  concerned,  is  always  good,  although, 
with  disease  of  the  frontal  sinus  or  middle  ear,  the  case  becomes 
troublesome.  An  essential  truth  to  be  gleaned  is  that  several  succes- 
sive attacks  of  this  disease  leave  the  membrane  in  the  chronic  state — 
that  is,  with  enlarged  vessels  and  increased  discharge — in  plain  Eng- 
lish catarrh. 

The  treatment  is  first  abortive,  if  you  see  the  case  early,  many 
methods  having  their  advocates.  A  very  good  method  is  to  prescribe 
a  combination  of  aconite  in  the  small  dose  and  asclepias  in  the  large, 
with  a  hot  foot-bath,  and  then  wrap  the  patient  in  blankets  and  put 
him  to  bed.  Another  method  is  quinine,  hot  drinks  with  patient  in 
bed.  The  last  is  to  give  either  ten  grains  Dover's  powder,  or  one  grain 
of  opium  on  retiring ;  patient  to  take  strong  coffee  in  bed  on  awaken- 
ing, and  not  rise  before  ten  or  eleven  o'clock — the  coffee  and  the  late 
hour  counteracting  the  unpleasant  after  effects  of  the  opium. 

Omitting  the  above-mentioned  abortive  methods  and  the  complica- 
tions, the  treatment  is  wholly  internal.  In  the  first  stage  with  chilly 
sensations  and  dryness,  perhaps  increased  temperature,  general  secre- 
tions lessened,  there  is  no  agent  to  equal  aconite,  in  small  doses  fre- 
quently repeated. 

In  the  second  stage,  with  irritation,  sneezing,  and  watery  discharge, 
euphrasia  officinalis  is  the  remedy ;  if  the  discharge  excoriates,  give 
arsenic ;  with  distinct  burning  sensation,  rhus  tox.  With  tenderness 
over  the  frontal  sinus  and  intense  headache,  alternate  internally,  gel- 
semium  and  bromide  of  ammonium.  The  circulatory  disturbance  is 
greatly  controlled  and  the  stenosis  lessened,  by  a  two-percent,  solu- 
tion of  cocaine  used  often  as  a  spray. 

Should  symptoms  of  ear  trouble  come  on,  I  would  place  my  faith 
in — R — Chlorate  of  potash  3j.,  water  Oj.,  warm,  used  very  often  as  a 
gargle.    In  some  cases,  in  the  stage  of  resolution,  the  excessive  and 
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thick  discharge  is  very  tenacious,  in  which  cases  spraying  the  nose 
with  an  alkaline  and  antiseptic  solution  loosens  the  secretion,  and 
greatly  assists  nature  in  its  removal. 

R — Sodium  biborate,  sodium  bicarbonate,  aa.  gr.  xv.  ;  sodium  chlo- 
ride, grs.  x. ;  water,  3iv.  M.     Sig. — Use  as  a  spray. 

If  it  is  a  bad  season  of  the  year,  and  patient  must  go  out  to  his 
business,  a  spray  of  liquid  albolene  is  a  great  protective. 


GUNSHOT  WOUND  OF  THE  EYE. 

Mr.  Brundenell  Carter,  according  to  the  Medical  Press  and  Cir- 
cular, presented  to  the  Clinical  Society,  of  London,  the  case  of  a  boy, 
aged  14,  who,  on  Dec  14,  1895,  received  a  charge  of  snipeshot  in  his 
face  from  a  gun,  the  muzzle  of  which  was  only  three  yards  away.  A 
greater  part  of  the  charge  enteied  the  mouth,  and  the  jaws  were  much 
injured,  but  two  pellets  passed  through  the  left  lower  lid,  and  entered 
the  eye,  piercing  the  sclera  below  the  cornea — one  just  to  the  nasal 
side  of  the  vertical  meridian ;  the  other  on  the  same  horizontal  line, 
and  four  or  five  mm.  nearer  the  nose. 

Mr.  Carter  saw  the  case  two  days  after  the  accident,  and,  after  dilat- 
ing the  pupil,  was  able  to  see  that  the  retina  had  been  wounded.  An 
expectant  treatment  was  pursued,  and  the  eye  recovered  without  in- 
flammation or  trouble  of  any  sort.  By  Feb.  4  all  the  blood  effused 
within  the  eye  had  been  absorbed ;  and  it  was  then  seen  that  the  retina 
and  choroid,  having  been  wounded  below  the  optic  disk,  had  disap- 
peared from  an  extensive  region,  probably  by  retraction,  leaving  the 
internal  surface  of  the  sclera  exposed  to  view ;  while  on  the  temporal 
margin  of  the  gap  thus  occasioned,  two  pellets  of  shot  were  lodged 
and  encapsulated,  one  slightly  above  the  other,  producing  elevations 
which  are  about  one  mm.  above  the  general  level  of  the  fundus. 

Central  vision  is  now  equal  to  ten-twelfths  of  the  normal,  and  the 
gap  in  the  upper  part  of  the  field  is  too  remote  from  the  fixing  point 
to  occasion  any  inconvenience.  The  patient  is  at  present  able  to  take 
part  in  all  games  and  pursuits  suitable  to  his  age  and  position. 


Scopolamine. 

Dr.  Ball,  in  the  State  Med.  Jour.,  says  scopolamine  has  come  to 
stay.  It  is  the  best  of  our  mydriatics,  acts  promptly,  dilating  the 
pupil  in  fifteen  minutes,  and  paralyzing  the  accommodation  within 
one  hour.  It  stands  about  midway  between  homatropine  and  atropine. 
As  a  mydriatic  for  refraction  work  it  is  facile  princeps.  It  is  very 
useful  in  iritis.  It  may  be  used  in  the  strength  of  one  fifth  of  one  per 
cent. 
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BLOOD-LETT1NO    AND    CALOMEL. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Chipman,  of  San  Diego,  Cal.,  read  a  paper  before  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  California,  April  21,  1897,  on  "Sug- 
gestions of  Hygiene,"  as  follows : 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century,  there  were  two  remedies  in 
general  use  among  practitioners  of  medicine,  which  have  since,  to  a 
great  extent,  been  set  aside,  viz.,  blood-letting  in  cases  of  extensive 
inflammation,  and  the  administration  of  calomel  in  torpidity  of  the 
bowels,  as  an  alterative  and  liver  stimulant.  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
winter  and  early  spring  of  1842,  pneumonia  of  an  acute  type  was  ex- 
tensively prevalent  in  the  northern  States  of  this  country.  Before 
that  period  there  had  already  arisen  some  members  of  the  profession, 
who  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  use  of  the  lancet  was  too 
readily  and  too  freely  resorted  to,  and  efforts  at  reform  in  that  direc- 
tion were  being  attempted ;  but  the  number  of  those  who  accepted 
the  new  ideas  of  practice,  in  that  respect,  was  much  in  the  minority. 
After  the  season  referred  to,  of  prevalent  pneumonitis,  had  passed,  a 
retrospective  account  of  the  comparative  results  of  the  blood-letting 
practice  and  the  reform  practice,  showed  that  in  the  form  of  the  dis- 
ease which  had  prevailed,  the  former  practice  had  been  signally  un- 
successful, disastrous  in  some  localities,  whilst  the  reform  practice 
had  exhibited  a  marked  success.  The  observed  results  of  that  sea- 
son's practice  greatly  helped  to  relegate  free  and  indiscriminate  blood" 
letting  into  the  back-ground  as  an  error  of  the  past ;  but  it  was  twenty 
years  thereafter  before  the  other  twin  evil  of  the  former  practice,  the 
indiscriminate  internal  use  of  calomel,  received  the  blow  which  has 
since  so  greatly  diminished  its  administration. 

"Subgbon-Genkral's  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  May  4,  1863. 

"1.  From  the  reports  of  medical  inspectors  and  the  sanitary  reports 
of  this  office,  it  appears  that  the  administration  of  calomel  has  so  fre- 
quently been  pushed  to  excess  by  military  surgeons  as  to  call  for 
prompt  steps  by  this  office  to  correct  this  abuse — an  abuse  the  melan- 
choly effects  of  which,  as  officially  reported,  have  exhibited  them- 
selves, not  only  in  innumerable  cases  of  profuse  salivation,  but  in  the 
not  infrequent  occurrence  of  mercurial  gangrene.  It  seeming  impos- 
sible, in  any  other  manner,  to  properly  restrict  the  use  of  this  power 
ful  agent,  it  is  hereby  directed  that  it  be  struck  from  the  supply  table, 
and  that  no  further  requisitions  for  this  medicine  be  approved  by  med- 
ical directors.  This  is  done  with  the  more  confidence,  as  modern 
pathology  has  proved  the  impropriety  of  the  use  of  mercury  in  very 
many  of  those  diseases  in  which  it  was  formerly  unfailingly  admin- 
istered. 

"II.  The  records  of  this  office  having  conclusively  proved  that  dis- 
eases prevalent  in  the  army  may  be  treated  as  efficiently  without  tar- 
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tar  emetic  as  therewith,  and  the  fact  of  its  remaining  upon  the  supplj 
table  being  a  tacit  invitation  to  its  use,  tartar  emetic  is  also  struck 
from  the  supply  table  of  the  army. 

"No  doubt  can  exist  that  more  harm  has  resulted  from  the  misuse 
of  both  these  agents,  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  than  benefit  from 
their  proper  administration.  W.  A.  Hammond, 

"Surgeon-General. " 

Although  there  had  been  some  writings,  by  observing  physicians, 
published  in  warning  of  the  evils  resulting  from  its  too  indiscriminate 
use,  yet  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  profession  had  come  to  the  full 
knowledge  of  the  positive  and  possible  dangers  of  its  internal  use,  and 
the  preceding  order,  emanating  from  such  high  authority,  doubtless 
has  had  more  effect  with  the  regular  profession  in  lessening  the  admin- 
istration of  calomel  than  any  other  circumstance. 

The  article  on  Hydrargyri  Chloridum  Mite,  in  the  seventeenth  edi- 
tion of  the  United  States  Dispensatory,  published  in  1894,  after  hav- 
ing been  subjected  to  a  thorough  revision  and  largely  re- written  by  a 
committee  of  scientific  and  able  men  appointed  for  that  purpose  by 
the  American  Medical  Association,  exhibits  the  facts,  that  very  great 
care  is  required  in  its  manufacture  to  prevent  its  being  contaminated 
with  the  presence  of  a  proportion  of  the  bichloride ;  of  the  exceeding 
instability  of  the  drug ;  that  it  must  even  be  kept  excluded  from  the 
light,  lest  deleterious  change  in  its  composition  might  be  effected  by 
it ;  that  under  the  influence  of  elevated  temperature,  especially  in  the 
presence  of  alcohol  or  water,  it  gives  rise  to  a  small  quantity  of  corro- 
sive sublimate ;  that  it  is  incompatible  with  the  alkalies,  decomposed 
by  the  alkaline  carbonates,  and  that  nitrohydrochloric  acid  in  contact 
with  it  generates  the  bichloride ;  that  according  to  Miahale,  an  inves- 
tigator quoted,  calomel  is  converted  into  corrosive  sublimate  by  sodi- 
um and  potassium  chlorides  at  the  temperature  of  the  body ;  hence 
he  believes  that  the  conversion  may  take  place  in  the  first  passages  of 
the  alimentary  canal ;  and  several  other  substances  and  conditions  are 
related  in  the  article  referred  to,  which  internally  tend  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  bichloride. 

And  taking  together  the  authenticated  accounts  of  its  evil  sequences, 
the  later  developments  of  the  instability  of  the  drug,  its  liability  to 
have  enough  of  it  changed  by  something  taken  by  the  patient  after 
its  ingestion,  or  by  pre-existing  internal  internal  conditions,  to  the 
more  corrosive  substance  to  produce  a  much  greater  degree  of  irrita- 
tion than  calculated  for ;  very  undesirable  for  the  patient  and  a  sur- 
prise and  source  of  regret  to  the  physician,  its  history  shows  the  un- 
certainty and  the  great  danger  of  the  internal  administration  of  hy- 
drargyri chloridum  mite ;  and  although  the  language  of  the  now  his- 
toric order  attributed  the  great  part  of  the  resulting  harm  to  the  mis- 
use of  it,  yet  had  the  Surgeon-General  then  been  aware  of  its  certain 
chemical  properties,  since  developed,  his  language  might  hare  been 
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more  distinctly  condemnatory  of  the  drug  itself,  and  less  so  of  those 
to  whom  it  had  been  supplied  for  use. 

The  other  article  which  was  prohibited  being  supplied  for  army 
practice  by  the  order  of  May,  1863,  tartar  emetic,  has  also  fallen  into 
disuse  since  that  time,  and  the  latest  edition  of  the  United  States  Dis- 
pensatory exhibits,  too,  the  danger  attending  its  internal  use,  and  is 
confirmatory  of  the  correctness  of  the  position  then  taken  by  the  Sur- 
geon-General in  regard  to  it.  Tartar  emetic  does  not  effect  such  grave 
and  permanent  constitutional  changes  as  were  so  often  caused,  in  the 
earlier  practice,  by  the  internal  administration  of  calomel,  its  unfa- 
vorable effects  being  more  immediate,  except  that  it  has  sometimes 
caused  permanent  derangements  of  digestion  by  irritation  of  the  ali- 
mentary tract,  and  also  fatty  degeneration  of  the  solid  visceral  organs ; 
bat  its  immediate  depressing  effect  is  something  to  be  always  guarded 
against  The  writer  has  known  of  an  instance  of  immediate  collapse 
with  fatal  termination  soon  following,  by  an  overdose  of  this  drug, 
administered,  however,  by  an  unlicensed  practitioner. — Pacific  Med. 
Journal. 

[Strange  is  it  not  to  read  that  the  two  sheet-anchor  remedies  of  for- 
mer regular  medication  are  now  considered  not  only  objectionable, 
bat  dangerous?  The  foregoing  paper  is  taken  from  the  Pacific  Med- 
ical Journal,  in  which,  without  a  word  of  protest,  not  only  calomel 
and  tartar  emetic  are  vigorously  assailed,  but  blood-letting  as  welL 
This  paper  is  enough  to  make  the  shades  of  our  Eclectic  forefathers 
tarn  over  in  their  graves  with  envy. 

Of  calomel  it  is  said,  "But  a  small  proportion  of  the  profession  had 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  positive  and  possible  dangers  of  its 
internal  use."  Concerning  tartar  emetic,  "the  United  States  Dispen- 
satory exhibits,  too,  the  danger  attending  its  internal  use ;"  and  again, 
"The  writer  has  known  of  an  instance  of  immediate  collapse  with 
fatal  termination  soon  following,  by  an  overdose  of  this  drug."  Cf 
bleeding  he  says :  "The  former  practice  had  been  signally  unsuccess- 
ful, disastrous  in  some  localities,  whilst  the  reform  practice"  [exclud- 
ing bleeding]  "had  exhibited  a  marked  success.  The  observed  re- 
sults of  that  season's  practice  greatly  helped  to  relegate  free  and  indis- 
criminate blood-letting  into  the  back-ground  as  an  error  of  the  past." 
Well  done,  Dr.  Ghipman.  You  have  the  admiration  of  those  who 
admire  free  thought  and  free  speech. — Editor.] 


Status  off  Practice  In  Kentucky, 

A  practitioner  in  the  Blue  Grass  State  who  engaged  in  newspaper 
laudation  of  himself  was  directed  to  discontinue  such  practices  by  the 
State  Board  of  Health.  He  made  fair  promises  to  cease  that  kind  of 
business,  upon  which  he  was  allowed  to  go  on  in  his  occupation.  His 
promise  was  not  kept,  and  a  second  time  was  cited  to  appear  before 
the  Board.      Fair  promises  were  again  made,  with  a  similar  effect. 
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This  could  not  go  on,  and  a  final  issue  was  ordered,  in  which  he  was 
required  to  peremptorily  cease  practice.  From  this  action  of  the 
Board,  he  appealed  to  the  Governor,  who  has  jurisdiction  in  such 
cases.  His  Excellency  showed  much  wisdom  in  affirming  the  action 
of  the  State  Board,  in  which  he  stated  very  cogent  and  unanswerable 
reasons  for  his  judgment  in  the  case. 

One  or  two  of  the  like  have  recently  been  indicted  in  this  city,  and 
are  at  large  on  bond,  awaiting  trial  The  recently  enacted  law  in  In- 
diana is  going  into  effect,  and  that  speedily.  Charlatans  and  quacks 
who  pose  before  the  public  with  fraudulent  pretences,  are  being 
crowded  into  pretty  close  quarters  and  in  narrow  limits,  so  that  ere 
long  there  will  be  a  cessation  of  work  in  these  lines. 

Qualification  by  training  and  educational  methods  alone  should 
open  the  portals  to  a  privelege  to  treat  diseases  and  enter  the  sacred 
confines  of  home  and  family  life. 

There  continues  to  be  a  flow  of  quackery  ada  in  the  Cincinnati  and 
other  Ohio  newspapers,  which  should  be  wiped  out  of  existence.  Thej 
are  suggestive  of  base  immorality  and  of  a  medical  practice  that  is 
criminal  in  its  nature. 

The  public  moves  slowly  m  such  matters,  but  the  force  of  general 
opinion  is  very  powerful  in  its  influence,  so  that  the  time  is  not  far 
away  when  the  statutes  of  the  State  will  make  it  possible  to  rid  the 
people  of  this  class  of  buzzards  and  cormorants. — Editorial,  Cincin- 
nati Lancet-Clinic. 
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*  *  *  The  prof  essional  par/  of  medical  examiners  is 
not  in  proportion  to  the  pay  given  other  insurance  official*.  This 
standa  There  is  no  doubt  that  there  are  many  medical  men  whose 
services  can  be  secured  at  the  rates  paid,  and  who  give  satisfaction  to 
the  companies,  but  rates  below  those  quoted  are  much  more  frequent, 
three  dollars  in  Ohio  being  the  amount  usually  paid,  while  many  are 
paid  two,  and  as  low  as  one  dollar.  From  such  paltry  rates  rebates 
are  sometimes  demanded  by  the  agents,  and,  worst  of  all,  they  get 
them.  Hence,  it  will  sometimes  be  found  that  where  two  or  three  ex- 
aminers are  located  in  one  place,  one  of  them  will  obtain  all  the  busi- 
ness, while  the  other  is  conveniently  left.  Some  companies  seem  to 
be  very  particular  in  regard  to  the  men  selected  to  make  examina- 
tions, others  are,  not  Some — a  few — pay  five  dollars  and  ten  dollars, 
but  that  is  in  exceptional  companies.  It  may  be  averred  that  a  policy 
for  $10,000  is  deserving  of  more  than  ten  dollars  compensation  to  the 
examiner. 

Medical  science  and  sanitary  living  have  been  good  to  insurance 
companies.  Twenty  per  cent  of  the  revenues  of  these  companies 
should  be  accredited  to  these  sources,  hence,  the  claim  that  the  com- 
ponies  are  heavily  indebted  to  the  medical  profession. 
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The  writer  is  very  far  from  being  a  disbeliever  in  life  insurance. 
He  knows  very  well  its  many  advantages,  and  somewhat  of  the  great 
good  that  comes  to  the  many  through  its  instrumentality.  For  such 
reasons  he  does  not  condemn  the  business,  but  commends  it ;  but 
there  are  abuses  in  it  which  should  receive  attention,  and  attention 
which  is  not  one-sided.  The  policy  holders  should  be  well  repre- 
sented. However  well  this  might  be,  if  not  suited  to  the  controlling 
powers,  what  good  would  be  accomplished?  That  revisions  of  rates 
should  be  made  certainly  goes  without  question.  Twenty  per  cent, 
and  falling  is  altogether  too  much  margin  for  investment  in  surplus, 
The  man  in  business  who  cannot  realize  more  than  4  per  cent  on  his 
capital  should  not  be  very  proud  of  his  financial  attainments.  It  is 
said  that  the  high  salaried  presidents  of  the  companies  cannot  do  any 
better. 

Insurance  is  good,  first  for  the  officials,  /.  e.y  the  companies.  The 
principle  is  correct,  but  basis  on  mortality  rate  too  high.  Insurance 
is  also  good  for  the  people  when  it  does  not  cost  too  much. — Editorial 
Cincinnati  Lancet- Clinic. 


INTRA-UTERINE   INJECTIONS. 

Grammaticatis  (Vratch,  No.  29-30, 1896,)  believes  he  has  found  a 
method  of  treating  old  inflammatory  processes  of  the  genitalia  which 
will  avoid  the  necessity  of  operative  procedures.  He  injects  daily 
into  the  uterus,  by  means  of  a  Braun  syringe,  a  gramme  of  the  fol- 
lowing liquid : 

Alumnol 2.5  grammes, 

Tr.  iodine,  Alcohol aa  25  grammes. 

Each  case  requires  about  forty  injections  which  should  be  contin- 
ued, although  the  first  few  injections  are  followed  by  a  sero  sanguin- 
eus discharge  from  the  uterus. 

The  author  has  made  over  3,000  injections  without  an  accident  of 
any  kind.  A  large  number  of  patients  complained  of  no  pain,  while 
others  suffer  some  after  its  use,  but  the  pain  soon  subsided  after  in- 
serting a  bougie  of  morphine,  or  after  rest  in  the  recumbent  position. 

The  results  obtained  are  summed  up  as  follows : 

1.  The  injections  are  indicated  in  all  acute  or  chronic  inflamma 
tions  of  the  uterus,  adnexa,  or  pelvic  peritoneum. 

2.  It  gives  the  best  results  in  acute  cases.  The  temperature  falls, 
the  pain  disappears,  and  resorption  takes  place  rapidly. 

3.  In  a  large  number  of  chronic  cases  the  pain  disappears,  the 
size  of  the  adnexa  returns  to  normal,  for  there  is  no  longer  any  indi- 
cation for  surgical  interference. 

4.  In  cases  of  pyosalpinx  the  injections  modify  the  condition  of 
the  adnexa  so  that  an  operation  is  performed  much  more  easily,  and 
there  is  no  danger  of  a  recurrence. 
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5.  The  injections  cure  completely  chronic  perimetritis,  and  the 
secondary  complications,  such  as  retroflexion,  are  relieved  more  easily. 

6.  The  injections  cure  the  most  rebellious  cases  of  endometritis. 

7.  Conception  becomes  possible  after  gonorrhoeal  infection  of  the 
adnexa. 

&  Under  the  influence  of  the  injections  there  is  a  stoppage  of  both 
monorrhagia  and  the  normal  menstruation. 

The  author  has  used  the  remedy  in  a  few  cases  of  fibroids,  but  the 
number  is  too  small  to  draw  any  conclusions.^itetr.  de  Ther. 


STROPHANTHUS-A  CLINICAL  STUDY. 

Dr.  R.  W.  Wilcox,  in  an  article  accompanied  with  sphygmo- 
graphic  tracings  and  clinical  cases,  gives  us  an  interesting  resume  of 
the  use  of  this  drug.  He  says  its  field  of  action  is  especially  upon 
cardiac  muscular  fibre.  Therefore  we  should  expect  an  energetic 
cardiac  systole,  and  secondarily  a  slower  pulse  rate,  as  a  consequence 
of  a  slower  and  more  perfect  systole ;  an  irregularity  of  rhythm  previ- 
ously existing  becomes  lessened.  There  is  but  little  change  in  the 
caliber  of  the  bloodvessela  It  possesses  a  diuretic  action  under  lim- 
itations, that  is,  it  is  diuretic  so  far  as  increased  blood  tension  causes 
a  larger  amount  of  urine  to  be  excreted. 

Its  field  of  usefulness  therapeutically  can  be  ascertained  from  the 
facts,  that  it  acts  directly  upon  the  cardiac  muscle ;  it  has  little  or  no 
influence  upon  the  calibre  of  the  bloodvessels ;  it  acts  but  tempora- 
rily upon  the  innervation  of  the  heart ;  it  is  diuretic  in  certain  cases, 
particularly  those  in  which  the  previously  existing  blood  pressure  is 
low ;  it  is  a  bitter  stomachic,  and  in  moderate  doses  does  not  disturb 
digestion ;  it  relaxes  the  bowels ;  within  a  limited  range  it  is  antipy- 
retic ;  owing  to  its  solubility  it  acts  quite  promptly ;  it  is  eliminated 
promptly ;  habit  does  not  impair  its  therapeutic  usefulness. 

From  these  facts,  its  therapeutic  indications  are :  Rapidly  recurring 
cardiac  systoles  of  lessened  force  and  irregular  rhythm ;  in  cases  of 
permanent  high  tension,  which  are  met  with  in  some  form  of  Blight's 
disease,  in  artero-sclerosis,  and  in  the  rigid  arteries  of  the  aged,  when- 
ever diuresis  can  be  promoted  by  increased  blood-tension,  resulting 
from  more  vigorous  cardiac  contractions.  Owing  to  the  rapidly  ap- 
pearing effects  of  its  administration,  it  is  the  choice  when  the  symp- 
toms are  urgent  The  absence  of  digestive  disturbances  from  thera- 
peutic doses,  makes  it  important  when  long-continued  use  is  necessary. 
Failure  will  follow  its  administration  in  advanced  degeneration  of  the 
myocardium,  extreme  mechanical  obstruction  to  the  circulation  from 
valvular  incompetency  or  obstruction,  or  a  combination  of  these. 

He  then  recites  some  clinical  cases,  and  sums  up  his  conclusions 
thus :  "The  advantages  which  strophantus  possesses  over  digitalis 
may  be  summed  up  as  greater  rapidity,  modifying  pulse-rate  within 
an  hour ;  absence  of  vaso-constrictor  effects :  greater  diuretic  power; 
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do  disturbance  of  digestion ;  absence  of  cumulation ;  greater  value  in 
children ;  greater  safety  in  the  aged. 

Success  in  the  administration  of  strophanthus  requires  an  active, 
well  made  preparation  from  a  reliable  source.  Avoidance  of  its  use 
in  fully  or  over-compensated  hearts,  in  those  which  present  advanced 
muscular  degeneration  or  mechanical  defects  of  high  deree.  The  use 
of  not  too  large  or  too  frequently  repeated  doses. 

Strophanthus  is  then  the  drug  of  choice  in — 

1.  All  cases  in  which  we  wish  to  establish  compensation. 

2.  All  cases  of  arterial  degeneration  in  which  a  remedy  which 
causes  more  energetic  cardiac  contraction  is  required. 

3.  All  cases  of  cardiac  disease  where  diuresis  is  necessary. 

4.  All  cases  of  weak  or  irritable  hearts. 

5.  All  cases  of  cardiac  disease  in  childhood  or  old  age.     [Mundy.] 


CANCER    OF    THE    UTERUS. 

In  the  Archiv.  de  Oyn.,  1897,  Bacher  reports  his  investigations 
of  the  705  cases  of  carcinoma  of  the  uterus  treated  in  the  University 
Clinic  at  Budapest  from  1882  to  1895.  From  the  study  of  this  exten- 
sive material  he  attempts  to  answer  three  questions :  (1)  Is  the  cause 
of  carcinoma  of  the  uterus  of  such  a  nature  that  one  can  speak  of  pro- 
phylactic treatment?  (2)  What  are  its  initial  symptoms?  (3)  Which 
is  the  best  operation,  and  what  results  may  be  expected? 

From  a  most  careful  study  of  the  cases,  with  reference  to  their  age, 
marriage,  number  of  children,  etc.,  the  author  concludes,  in  answer 
to  the  first  question,  that  as  yet  there  is  no  known  definite  cause  of 
carcinoma.  There  is  no  ground  to  believe  it  to  be  due  to  a  micro-or- 
ganism. The  clinical  cause,  which,  in  a  certain  way,  prepares  the 
tissues  for  carcinoma  of  the  uterus  is  endometritis,  whose  beginning, 
in  most  cases,  dates  from  confinement  This  statement  rests  upon 
certain  facts  shown  by  his  statistics,  as  follows : 

(a)  Carcinomatous  patients  have  borne  more  children  than  non-car- 
cinomatous  patients,  but  the  carcinomatous  trouble,  in  most  cases, 
occurs  not  immediately  after  birth,  but  after  a  lapse  of  some  years. 

(6)  Not  every  chronic  endometritis  favors  the  development  of  carci- 
noma, but  an  endometritis  of  a  particular  type,  namely,  a  puerperal 
type.  The  proof  of  this  lies  in  the  relative  freedom  from  carcinoma 
of  sterile  women,  and  those  women  who  suffer  from  gonorrhoeal  endo- 
metritis. 

(e)  In  almost  every  case  of  uterine  carcinoma  there  is  a  chronic 
catarrh. 

(d)  The  disease  occurs  much  oftener  in  married  women  and  widows 
than  in  single  women. 

(e)  Carcinoma  of  the  uterus  occurs  more  frequently  among  the  poor 
than  among  the  rich,  and  the  former  are  much  more  apt  to  allow  a 
leucorrhoea  to  run  on  untreated. 
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(/)  This  opinion  of  the  predisposition  of  inflammatory  processes  is 
recognized  in  relation  to  carcinoma  elsewhere  in  the  body ;  for  ex- 
ample, in  the  breast,  stomach,  etc. 

In  answer  to  the  second  question,  Bacher  calls  attention  to  two 
symptoms,  the  importance  of  which,  in  the  early  diagnosis  of  carci- 
noma uteri,  has  been  somewhat  overlooked.  One  of  these  is  the  oc- 
currence, very  early  in  the  disease,  of  disturbances  of  the  bladder, 
consisting  usually  of  frequency  and  urgency  of  micturition. 

The  other  symptom  has  reference  to  the  consistence  of  carcinoma- 
tous tissue.  This  is  hard,  but  brittle,  while  chronic  endometritis  pro- 
duces a  tissue  which  is  hard  and  tough.  If  the  carcinoma,  therefore, 
begins  in  the  vaginal  portion  of  the  uterus,  a  tenaculum  easily  tears 
out  of  it,  which  it  will  not  do  out  of  a  chronically  inflamed  cervix. 
Carcinomatous  tissue  is  easily  curettable,  while  the  tissue  of  chronic 
inflammation  is  more  resistant. 

With  reference  to  the  operation  presenting  the  best  prognosis, 
Backer  declares  himself  heartily  in  favor  of  vaginal  hysterectomy. 
He  admits  that  the  high  amputation,  advocated  by  Schroeder,  has  a 
slightly  smaller  mortality — an  advantage  which  is  completely  over- 
ballanced  by  the  fact  that  a  recurrence  is  more  likely  to  follow  this 
operation  than  that  of  total  extirpation  of  the  uterus.  The  author  ex- 
presses himself  as  strongly  against  any  radical  operation  in  cases  in 
which  the  disease  has  progressed  beyond  the  uterus  itself. — Therapeu- 
tic Notes. 

Fluorography   for  Determining  the  Position,  Size,  and  Movements 
of  the  Heart. 

Dr.  Thomas  E.  Satterthwaite  describes,  in  the  Medical  Record, 
April  10,  1897,  this  method  of  mapping  out  the  heart  He  first  de- 
scribes the  method  pursued  by  Dr.  Thompson,  of  London,  who  out- 
lines the  heart  by  means  of  the  Crooke's  tube  and  a  fluorescent  screen. 
Dr.  Thompson  placed  the  screen  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the  chest, 
and  the  tube  on  the  left  transverse  process  of  the  seventh  dorsal  ver- 
tebrae. The  outline  of  the  heart  can  be  seen  upon  the  screen  by  the 
naked  eya 

The  heart,  by  this  process,  is  magnified,  and  the  adjacent  land- 
marks not  distinctly  seen.  The  excursions  of  the  chambers  and  even 
the  rise  and  fall  of  the  diaphragm  are  seen.  Dr.  Satterthwaite's 
method  of  fluorography  he  thinks  will  overcome  these  difficulties,  the 
routine  of  which  is  about  as  follows : 

The  heart  is  mapped  on  the  anterior  chest  wall,  then  on  the  back 
with  a  dermographic  pencil,  the  angles  of  the  heart  are  marked,  the 
points  being  taken  from  a  pattern  of  the  map,  placing  the  apex  and 
other  angles  on  the  same  level  and  in  the  same  relative  position  be- 
hind as  in  front.  Then  the  Crooke's  tube  is  applied  to  each  successive 
point  behind,  and  the  silhouette  will  be  found  to  correspond  closely 
with  the  outlines  of  the  heart  as  mapped  out  by  percussion.    The  au- 
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ther  further  describes  the  technique  pursued  to  gain  greater  accuracy 
in  this  method  of  fluotograph y.  It  is  an  intensely  interesting  paper, 
and  the  results  promise  much  in  diagnosis.  [Mundy] 


Ballet  In  the  Neck,  Located  by  Skiagraphy. 

As  illustrating  the  value  of  skiagraphy  in  locating  foreign  bodies, 
whose  exact  position  can  not  be  determined  by  the  probe  or  by  palpa- 
tion, Dr.  Le  Conte,  of  Philadelphia,  reports  in  Annals  of  Surgery,  a 
case  of  pistol  shot  of  the  neck  in  which  the  bullet  entered  on  the  left 
side  about  an  inch  above  the  clavicle  in  the  region  of  the  scalenus 
antieus.  The  probe  entered  about  1£  to  l|in.  towards  the  middle  of 
the  neck,  and  was  there  arrested.  The  fact  that  the  patient  was  un- 
able to  move  the  left  arm,  but  had  good  control  of  the  forearm  and 
hand,  although  motion  was  slow  and  deliberate,  rendered  it  probable 
that  the  bullet  had  injured  one  of  the  spinal  nerves  of  the  brachial 
plexus,  and  severe  spasmodic  pain  in  the  throat  during  swallowing, 
although  no  change  in  the  voice,  and  talking  was  not  painful,  sug- 
gested lodgment  alongside  of  the  pharynx  and  oesophagus.  The  ex- 
act position  of  the  ball  was  therefore  in  doubt 

A  skiagraph  showed  plainly  the  bullet  lying  on  the  right  side  of  the 
neck  on  a  plane  with  both  clavicles  and  on  a  plain  with  the  body  of 
the  seventh  cervical  vertebrae  to  its  right  side.  An  incision  was  made 
along  the  sterno-mastoid,  the  skin  and  fascia  cut  parallel  to  it,  the 
finger  separating  it  from  the  scalena  till  the  body  of  the  seventh  cer- 
vical vertebra  could  be  felt  through  the  longus  colli  The  finger  was 
then  crooked  forward  alongside  of  the  oesophagus,  a  small  pocket  of 
pus  opened  and  the  bullet  found  in  it  Dr.  Le  Conte  thinks  it  prob- 
able that  in  this  case  the  bullet  passed  through  the  anterior  portion  of 
the  body  of  the  fifth  or  sixth  cervical  vertebra,  and  being  nearly  spent 
on  emerging  was  deflected  downward  and  upward  by  the  fascia  of 
the  muscle  of  the  neck. 


Incision  and  Drainage  in  Some  Cases  of  Pyelitis. 

Dr.  Richard  C.  Norris,  in  the  Am.  Qyn.  Jour.y  presents  the  his- 
tory of  a  case  of  pyelitis,  the  patient  suffering  from  frequent  micturi- 
tion and  constant  pain  in  the  lumbar  region,  for  a  period  of  four  years 
following  the  birth  of  her  last  child.  During  her  pregnancy  she  had 
frequent  attacks  of  nephritic  colic,  which  increased  in  frequency  and 
severity  subsequently  to  delivery.  Careful  examination  detected  the 
right  ureter  enlarged  and  tender,  and  readily  palpated  from  its  vesi- 
cal orifice  along  the  base  of  the  bladder  and  upward  as  far  as  the  fin- 
ger could  reach.  There  was  a  distinct  tumor  in  the  region  of  the  right 
kidney.    The  urine  contained  pus,  some  albumen,  but  no  casts. 

Attempts  were  made  to  catheterfee  the  ureter  with  the  hope  of  drain- 
ing the  abscess  in  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  and  to  institute  treatment 
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of  this  cavity  by  means  of  repeated  aspirations  of  the  accumulated 
pus.  Each  attempt,  however,  aggravated  the  bladder  inflammation 
Lumbar  incision  was  therefore  performed,  the  abscess  drained,  and 
numerous  cheesy  masses  and  disintegrated  blood-clots,  doubtless  tbe 
cause  of  the  nephritic  colic,  removed.  There  was  no  stone  in  the 
kidney,  its  structure  being  apparently  normal.  A  drainage-tube  was 
placed  in  the  abscess  cavity,  any  attempt  to  remove  which,  when  the 
discharge  of  pus  had  practically  disappeared,  caused  intense  pain, 
requiring  the  re-introduction  of  the  tube  to  afford  relief.  A  ureteral 
bougie  was  then  passed  through  the  opening  in  the  loin  through  the 
ureter  into  the  bladder,  remaining  there  three  days,  being  passed 
thereafter  every  third  day,  the  ureter  being  cleansed  by  daily  injec- 
tions of  boric-acid  solution.  Several  weeks  subsequently,  the  pelvic 
portion  of  the  right  ureter  appeared  to  be  normal,  the  drainage-tube 
being  finally  removed.  There  has  since  been  no  recurrence  of  pain, 
nor  of  symptoms  pointing  to  cystitis  or  ureteritis. 

The  interest  in  this  case  centers  in  the  great  advantage  of  the  lum- 
bar incision,  in  some  cases,  over  catheterization  of  the  ureters.—  Am. 
Med.  -Surg.  Bulletin.      

Placenta  Previa  Centralis. 

Dr.  Nyhoff,  in  Monat.f.  Geburt.  u.  Gyn.,  describes  his  method 
of  treating  placenta  previa  centralis.  He  passes  a  finger  through  the 
cervix  as  soon  as  it  begins  to  dilate,  and  makes  an  opening  through 
the  placenta,  leaving  the  amnion  intact.  The  bag  of  water  will  be 
forced  through  this  opening,  tearing  the  placenta  more  and  more  as 
the  cervix  dilates,  and  preventing  hemorrhage,  partly  by  pressure  and 
partly  by  not  breaking  up  the  attachment  of  the  placenta  to  the  lower 
uterine  segment 

The  advantages  of  this  method  are  that  it  does  not  interfere  with 
the  normal  course  of  labor,  it  may  be  used  in  combination  with  an 
antiseptic  vaginal  tampon,  and  no  anaesthetic  is  necessary.  The  child 
may  be  delivered  slowly,  thus  avoiding  secondary  hemorrhage,  and 
injuries  to  the  soft  parts  of  the  mother. 

This  method  is  contra-indicated  when  the  placenta  oovers  only  part 
of  the  cervix  (placenta  previa  lateralis)  and  when  the  pains  are  weak, 


The  Cocaine  Habit. 

It  is  proposed  to  prohibit  the  sale  in  Chicago  of  the  catarrh  snuffs 
and  balms  and  other  quack  remedies  which  contain  cocaine.  An  or- 
dinance to  that  effect  has  been  introduced  by  one  of  the  aldermen. 
It  is  said  that  over  forty  victims  of  the  drug  have  been  brought  into 
the  police  courts  in  the  past  month. — Med.  Record,  March,  1897. 


Chestnuts. — Ten  drops  of  tincture  of  horse-chestnuts  in  sweatened 
water  before  meals,  morning  and  night,  not  only  stops  the  pain  but  is 
curative  in  hemorrhoids  (twenty-one  cases) . — Astault,  Med.  Record, 

[See  King's  Chronic  Diseases,  1867,  page  792 ;  also  Scudder's  Spe- 
cific Medication,  1881.] 
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THE  "NATIONAL"  CONVENTION. 

The  twenty- seventh  annual  meeting  was  held  at  Hotel  St  Louis, 
Lake  Minnetonka,  Minnesota,  June  15-18,  Prof.  Maclean,  of  San 
Francisco,  presiding.  The  attendance  was  hardly  up  to  that  of  last 
year  at  Portland,  Oregon,  yet  in  all  other  respects  it  will  pass  to  our 
record  as  a  very  successful  convention. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  after  an  invoca- 
tion, which  was  followed  by  an  address  of  welcome  by  Governor 
Clough  and  Mayor  Pratt,  who  extended  a  welcome  on  behalf  of  Min- 
neapolis. 

There  were  rather  fewer  papers  read  than  usual,  and  the  usual  num- 
ber submitted  by  title,  but  the  discussions  following  were  quite  a  fea- 
ture of  the  convention. 

The  President's  address  was  short  but  very  pointed,  and  contained 
some  radical  but  valuable  suggestions,  which  were  later  on  acted  up- 
on by  resolutiona    In  substance  the  resolutions  passed  were  as  follows  : 

One  directing  the  Secretary  to  compile  an  accurate  list  of  the  state, 
district,  and  local  societies,  auxiliary  to  the  national  body. 

A  resolution  looking  towards  more  intimate  relations  between  the 
State  and  National  Societies,  and  requesting  that  State  Societies  pay 
$10.00  annually,  and  local  and  district  societies  $5.00  towards  the  sup- 
port of  the  National. 

One  reconstructing  the  standing  resolutions  on  medical  colleges 
in  good  standing,  and  containing  a  list  of  extinct  eclectic  colleges, 
which  were  in  good  standing  while  in  existence. 

A  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  to  send  a  volume  of  the  Trans- 
actions annually  to  every  State  Board  of  Health  or  Medical  Examin- 
ing Board. 

Another  to  procure  a  National  library  to  contain  a  complete  set  of 
National  and  State  Transactions. 

A  resolution  indorsing  the  action  of  the  Governor  of  Missouri,  who 
has  lately  appointed  a  liberal  physician  to  take  charge  of  one  of  the 
asylums  for  the  insane. 

A  resolution  to  be  sent  to  the  Governor  of  every  State,  requesting  a 
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fair  proportion  of  all  medical  appointments  of  the  State  for  Eclectic 
physicians,  and  thanking  them  for  appointments  already  received. 

Ex-President  Bloyer  reported  that  the  payment  for  the  Waukesha 
transactions  had  been  completed  by  voluntary  contributions. 

Dr.  J.  K.  Scudder  reported  having  collected  sufficient  money  by 
contributions  from  journals,  colleges,  societies,  and  individuals  to 
liquidate  the  bill  for  publishing  the  Portland  transactions,  which  are 
reviewed  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

Treasurer  Gemmill  reported  $278  in  the  treasury  June  1st,  with  a 
present  indebtedness  of  only  $600.  When  it  is  considered  that  the 
total  indebtedness  has  been  reduced  from  approximately  $1900  in  1894 
to  $400  in  1897,  the  financial  condition  is  encouraging.  In  1898,  we 
shall  probably  leave  Omaha  entirely  out  of  debt,  and  the  transactions 
printed  and  paid  for.        *       *         *  *       *  * 

On  Tuesday  evening  the  hotel  proprietor  tendered  his  guests  a  hop. 
The  electorial  college  convened  Thursday  morning  and  elected  the 
following  officers  by  unanimous  vote : 

President E.  J.  Farnum,  Chicago,  I1L 

1st  Vice  President David  Williams,  Columbus  O. 

2nd  Vice  President J.  T.  McClanahan,  Boonville,  Ma 

3d  Vice  President W.  L.  Marks,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Corresponding  Secretary. Pitts  E.  Howes,  Boston,  Mass. 

Recording  Secretary W.  E.  Kinnett,  Yorkville,  111. 

Treasurer W.  T.  Gemmill,  Forest,  O. 

As  usual,  the  next  place  of  meeting  created  quite  a  discussion,  Omaha, 
Si  Louis,  and  Columbus,  O.  being  presented,  Omaha  carried  the 
day,  presumably  on  account  of  a  desire  to  have  another  Western  meet- 
ing, and  the  pressing  invitations  from  their  State  Society,  college,  and 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  fact  that  an  Inter-State  Exposition 
will  be  held  there  next  summer,  which  will  insure  low  railroad  rates. 
Columbus,  Ohio,  has  the  call  for  1899,  and  New  York  City  in  1900, 
and  it  is  proposed  at  the  end  of  the  latter  to  have  an  Eclectic  excur- 
sion to  visit  the  exposition  at  Paris,  France,  a  committee  being  ap- 
pointed to  make  suitable  arrangements. 

The  convention  closed  with  a  banquet  Thursday  evening,  and  Fri- 
day morning  all  who  remained  accepted  the  kind  invitation  of  the  Com- 
mercial Club  to  visit  Minneapolis.  A  trolley  ride  was  taken  to  inter- 
esting points,  including  Lake  Harriet,  followed  by  a  complimentary 
lunch  at  the  rooms  of  the  Commercial  Club,  and  addresses  of  welcome 
by  Mayor  Pratt  and  Ex-Mayor  Eustis  arid  a  response  by  Prof.  Ham- 
ilton^ San  Francisco.  Another  excursion  in  the  afternoon  to  the 
beautiful  falls  of  Minnehaha  closed  the  programme. 

President  Farnum  has  already  begun  marshalling  his  forces,  and 
the  indications  for  another  successful  Western  meeting  next  June  are 
unusually  promising. 
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ACONITE. 

The  only  official  preparations  of  this  drug  are  now  made  from  the 
root  of  the  aconitum  napellus.  They  vary  in  strength  according  to 
the  condition  of  the  stock  from  which  the  drug  is  made.  Aconitine, 
an  alkaloid  obtained  from  aconite,  is  so  deadly  in  its  nature  that  it 
rivals  hydrocyanic  acid  as  a  quick-acting  poison.  It  is  too  dangerous 
to  be  prescribed  as  a  medicine,  therefore  we  will  not  now  consider  it 
However,  we  might  say,  that  some  preparations  of  aconitine  upon  the 
market,  made  from  inferior  roots,  might  be  taken  in  quite  large  doses 
with  impunity.  Powdered  aconite  in  substance  is  seldom  or  never 
used.    Tinctures  and  fluid  extracts  of  the  drug  are  the  favorites. 

With  Eclectics,  the  specific  medicine  aconite  is  the  standard  drug. 
It  is  of  light  brown  color,  and  no  idea  of  its  strength  is  imparted  by 
its  appearance.  Specific  medicine  aconite  must  be  used  in  small  doses. 
The  usual  prescription  is  of  from  five  to  ten  drops  of  the  specific  med- 
icine to  four  fluid  ounces  of  water,  and  a  teaspoonf ul  of  this  mixture 
is  given  every  one  to  two  hours. 

When  given  in  over  doses,  aoonite  is  a  deadly  poison,  and  there  is 
no  known  antidote  to  its  action.  The  symptoms  produced  by  too  large 
a  dose  are,  heat  in  the  stomach,  frequent  respiration,  tingling  of  the 
lips  and  tongue,  constriction  or  paralysis,  stiffness  of  the  fauces,  cold 
hands,  dizziness,  perverted  sight,  low  pulse ;  finally  speechlessness, 
deafness,  convulsions,  death.  The  first  thing  to  be  done  in  a  case  of 
aconite  poisoning  is  to  empty  the  stomach  at  once,  before  too  much  of 
the  drug  is  absorbed.  This  may  be  done  with  the  stomach-pump  or 
a  speedy  emetic,  like  sulphate  of  zinc ;  or  better,  a  hypodermic  injec- 
tion of  apomorphine.  After  thorough  emesis  has  occurred,  charcoal 
may  be  given.  Sulphate  of  atropine,  or  specific  belladonna,  or  digi- 
talis, should  be  given  in  large  doses.  Stimulants,  like  whisky,  brandy 
and  ammonia,  should  be  pushed  to  the  utmost.  Coffee  is  an  excellent 
remedy  in  aoonite  poisoning,  and  it  is  nearly  always  close  at  hand. 
A  battery  can  also  be  used  for  its  stimulating  effect  As  we  have  said 
above,  there  is  no  known  antidote  to  an  over  dose  of  aconite,  but  these 
remedies,  intelligently  and  perseveringly  applied,  will  do  much  to 
overcome  its  untoward  action,  and  perhaps,  to  a  sufficient  degree,  to 
save  the  life  of  some  person  who  has  not  taken  enough  of  the  drug  to 
kill  instantly. 

When  one  begins  to  study  aconite  as  a  therapeutic  agent,  he  will  be 
impressed  with  the  varying  worth  put  upon  the  remedy.  The  author 
of  a  recent  work  says  that  it  is  "a  narcotic  of  rather  doubtful  utility, " 
and  he  has  little  if  anything  further  to  add  concerning  it  Another 
one  who  is  much  more  liberal  and  less  bigoted  says,  "its  control  over 
the  circulation  places  it  in  the  first  rank  in  the  treatment  of  the  fever 
process.  *  *  Aconite  has  almost  entirely  taken  the  place  of  the 
lancet  in  antiphlogistic  treatment "  In  one  of  the  most  recent  allop  • 
athic  works  on  therapeutics,  we  find  this :  "The  employment  of  aco- 
nite is  one  of  the  most  universally  recognized  procedures  in  medicine. 


402  EDITORIAL. 

It  fulfills  indications  which  nothing  else  can,  and  lends  itself  to  the 
control  of  a  larger  number  of  morbid  processes,  its  effect  being  uni- 
formly explained  by  its  known  physiological  action."  Bartholow,  in 
an  outburst  of  candor,  perhaps,  gives  us  the  secret  why  aconite  is  not 
universally  used  as  a  fever  remedy,  in  lieu  of  quinine,  the  coal  tar 
products  and  other  patent  or  proprietary  products.  He  says:  uThe 
monopoly,  by  homoeopathic  physicians,  of  the  use  of  aconite,  has 
aroused  a  prejudice  against  it  which  has  discouraged  its  employment'1 
It  doe?  seem  strange  to  what  an  extent  bigotry  and  prejudice  will  con- 
trol the  ideas  and  actions  of  men,  who,  upon  general  principles,  seem 
to  be  "well  balanced."  Nearly  every  reader  of  the  Journal  has,  of 
his  own  knowledge,  due  evidence  of  the  work  of  aconite  as  a  remedy 
in  the  control  of  certain  morbid  actions. 

As  a  local  agent,  aconite  has,  with  some  physicians,  quite  a  flatter- 
ing reputation.  We  do  not  champion  its  use  in  this  particular,  be- 
cause we  believe  we  have  many  other  remedies  that  can  be  used 
locally,  which  are  just  as  efficient  and  are  far  safer.  However,  there 
is  no  doubt  about  the  local  action  of  aconite.  It  is,  when  too  strong, 
or  applied  too  long,  an  irritant.  It  is  always  anresthetic  to  the  skin, 
and  produces  tingling,  numbness,  and  paralysis.  Because  of  this 
effect  aconite,  when  applied  locally,  gives  quick  relief  in  rheumatism 
and  in  neuralgia.     Paint  it  over  the  course  of  the  painful  nerve. 

It  is  as  an  internal  remedy  that  we  wish  at  this  time  to  specially 
direct  attention  to  aconite.  Though  it  is  set  down  in  the  books  as  an 
antiphlogistic,  an  arterial  sedative,  an  anodyne,  a  diaphoretic,  a  diu- 
retic, etc.,  we  do  not  desire  to  classify  it  with  any  of  these ;  and  yet, 
at  the  same  time,  it  is  all  of  these  and  more  too.  However,  we  want 
you  to  look  upon  it  simply  as  aconite,  having  aconite  indications ;  and 
when  viewing  the  case  or  the  disease,  to  see  in  it  the  special  or  specific 
call  for  aconite,  rather  than  for  a  sedative,  a  diuretic,  a  diaphoretic, 
eta  We  believe  that  aconite,  and  any  other  remedy  as  well,  will  ful- 
fill any  requirement  in  any  classification  when  it  is  the  indicated  rem- 
edy. As  synogists,  or  remedies  that  favor  the  action  of  aconite,  gelse- 
mium  and  motor  depressants  generally  are  named,  as  well  as  physos- 
tigma,  oonium,  arnica,  jaborandi,  tobacco,  lobelia,  hydrocyanic  acid, 
cyanide  of  potassium,  nitrite  of  amyL,  (sometimes)  veratrum  viride, 
Phytolacca,  rhus,  belladonna,  etc.  Remedies  that  restrain  or  antago- 
nize its  action  are,  stimulants  generally,  alcohol,  ether,  ammonia,  atro- 
pia,  digitalis,  etc 

In  conformity  with  the  above,  we  will  say  that  experience  affirms 
the  teachings  of  various  eclectic  and  homoeopathic  authors,  and  de- 
clares with  them  that  aconite  in  large  doses  depresses  the  heart,  and 
in  small  doses  is  a  tonic  to  the  same  organ.  If  there  be  great  vascu- 
lar excitement,  and  a  true  and  real  heart  depressant  is  to  be  pre- 
scribed, it  is  likely  that  veratrum  viride  (alone  or  even  in  alternation 
with  aconite)  is  the  superior  remedy.  Besides,  there  are  other  excel- 
lent remedies  that  meet  this  single  indication.     Hence,  we  narrow  the 
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field  of  usefulness  for  aconite  to  the  cases  in  which  a  heart  stimulant 
or  heart  tonic  is  indicated — cases  in  which  there  is  more  or  less  de- 
pression from  lack  of  innervation — a  want  of  power  in  the  heart  Aco- 
nite in  small  doses  stimulates  the  sympathetic,  and  supplies  this 
power.    The  enfeebled  heart  becomes  stronger. 

The  aconite  case  has  a  small,  frequent  pulse ;  it  may  be  irregular 
and  open,  easily  compressed.     There  is  temporary  congestion,  due  to 
enfeebled  circulation.     In  the  aconite  case  there  is  an  elevated  tem- 
perature— fever  and  inflammation.    Hence  it  is  usually  not  the  rem- 
edy in  chronic  cases,  and  we  desire  to  go  on  record  here  as  saying  that 
aconite,  a  powerf ul  life-disturbing  and  even  life-destroying  drug,  is, 
we  believe,  often  given  in  fever  cases  to  the  detriment  of  the  patient, 
and  when  some  other  remedy  would  bring  about  the  sedation  in  a 
much  more  kindly  and  less  depressing  manner.     It  is  not  a  good  idea 
to  give  aconite  in  a  routine  way  to  every  patient  who  has  an  elevated 
temperature.     This  is  true,  even  if  we  do  bear  in  mind  the  old  eclectic 
rule  that  veratrum  is  the  remedy  for  sthenic  cases,  and  aconite  the  rem- 
edy for  asthenic  onea     Many  times  rhus,  gelsemium,  jaborandi,  bry- 
onia,  or  the  indicated  remedy,  will  be  at  once  the  sedative,  diuretic, 
diaphoretic,  etc,  and  the  demand  of  the  case  be  fulfilled  without  aco- 
nite.    While  we  believe,  without  doubting,  that  aconite  is  the  best 
possible  remedy  for  many  of  the  numerous  named  and  nameless  fevers, 
we  are  just  as  positive  that  it  has  no  action  whatever  in  the  reduction 
of  temperature  in  typhoid  fever,  and  should  never  be  given  for  any 
length  of  time  in  this  disease.    It  is  rarely,  if  ever,  useful  in  malarial 
fevers.     We  believe  that  its  administration  in  these  troubles  does 
actual  harm,  and  lessens  the  chances  of  the  patient  to  recover.     It  is 
never  the  remedy  for  apathetic  troubles.     A  very  prominent  symptom 
for  the  administration  of  aconite  with  the  homoeopaths  is,  that  there 
is  always  present  a  "terrible  anguish."    Our  observations  have  not 
verified  this  symptom  calling  for  the  drug. 

This  drug  has  a  special  or  specific  action  upon  the  inflammatory 
disturbances  of  mucous  and  serous  membranes.  It  has  no  superior 
in  the  early  stages  of  diseases  of  the  throat  and  larynx.  This  is  espe- 
cially true  in  affections  of  childhood.  (Dr.  Scudder  has  many  times 
written  that  "aconite  is  the  child's  sedative.")  In  tonsillitis  or  quinsy, 
in  croup  (with  Phytolacca),  in  pharyngitis,  as  well  as  in  the  early  sta- 
ges of  bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  aconite  is  an  excellent  remedy.  It 
is  also  a  very  efficient  remedy  in  diarrhea,  dysentery,  and  in  cholera 
infantum,  as  well  as  in  pericarditis,  pleurisy,  peritonitis,  meningitis, 
phrenitis,  and  in  congestion  of  the  brain. 

Among  the  statements  in  Butler's  late  work  on  materia  medica,  that 
meet  our  approbation,  we  note  this  one :  "Aconite  is  a  remedy  in  all 
acute  inflammatory  conditions  of  the  throat,  bronchial  tubes,  or  intes- 
tinal canal,  characterized  by  fever,  with  small,  wiry  pulse,  and  rapid 
cardiac  action.  It  is  not  the  remedy  in  subacute  or  chronic  troubles, 
with  weak  heart  or  catarrh  of  the  stomach."    This  certainly  shows 
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discrimination  and  progress  toward  the  eclectic  method  of  prescribing. 
Aconite,  when  the  above  named  symptoms  prevail,  is  an  excellent 
remedy  in  rheumatism  and  neuralgia.  It  has  been  highly  recom- 
mended in  iritis  and  in  carcinoma,  in  coryza,  and  in  many  cases  of 
asthma.  Various  authors  tell  us  that  it  produces  a  satisfactory  effect 
when  given  in  some  cases  of  vomiting  from  pregnancy.  When  pre- 
scribed with  specific  ipecac,  we  believe  there  is  no  more  certain  rem- 
edy than  aconite  in  passive  hemorrhage  from  any  part  or  organ,  when 
aconite  symptoms  prevail.  In  this,  as  in  all  other  uses  suggested  in 
this  paper,  the  small  dose  is  suggested. 

In  the  early  stage  of  paralysis,  when  there  is  still  an  active  hyper- 
emia, aconite  is  frequently  efficient  In  the  simple  ephemeral  fevers 
of  childhood,  and  also  in  the  various  eruptive  fevers,  no  remedy  excels 
aconite  in  certainty.  Perhaps  belladonna  is  more  often  the  remedy 
in  scarlet  fever,  while  aconite  is  the  measles  remedy.  They  can  be 
well  given  together  or  in  alternation,  as  any  other  remedy  indicated, 
like  rhus  and  gelsemium  can  be  used  at  the  same  time.  Aconite  is 
many  times  the  best  remedy  in  erysipelas,  and  in  the  nervous  states 
that  cause  (<a  rush  of  blood  to  the  head. " 

We  might  continue  this  description  in  connection  with  the  whole 
category  of  diseases  to  which  humanity  is  heir,  but  it  is  unnecessary. 
Give  aconite  in  any  aconite  case,  remembering  that  the  aconite  case 
presents  the  symptoms  and  indications  as  grouped  abova 

As  an  epitome  let  us  say  that  aconite  should  not  be  used  in  every 
case  with  increase  of  temperature ;  besides  this,  it  is  harmful  in  mala- 
rial, typhoid,  and  other  continued  fevers,  and  it  is  not  the  remedy 
generally  for  chronic  diseases.  It  should  not  be  given  to  any  one  in 
such  doses  as  will  cause  stiffness  of  the  fauces,  or  tingling  of  the  lips 
and  tongue.  On  the  other  hand,  we  do  not  feel  that  we  can  be  too 
emphatic  in  recommending  aconite  in  the  treatment  of  certain  other 
feverish  conditions  as  above ;  and  in  the  treatment  of  croup,  throat, 
laryngeal,  pharyngeal,  respiratory,  and  digestive  lesions ;  in  cardiac 
weakness  with  fever,  and  in  cardiac  hypertrophy.  Used  properly, 
aconite  is  a  boon  to  mankind ;  used  wrongly,  it  leads  to  the  death  of 
many.  w.  e.  b. 

m  > 
BE  CAREFUL  IN    USING  IODOFORM. 

Iodoform  is  classified  by  most  writers  on  therapeutics  as  an  alter- 
ative, and  has  been  used  to  some  extent  as  such  for  the  past  fifty  or 
sixty  years.  It  was  not  recognized  officially,  however,  until  the  last 
revision  of  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia.  Its  use  as  an  internal  agent 
has  been  limited,  as  it  will  likely  continue  to  be.  It  has  been  found 
in  the  hands  of  some  to  be  a  valuable  alterative  in  syphilis,  rheuma- 
tism, as  well  as  various  forms  of  neuralgia.  It  was  likewise  formerly 
used  and  highly  commended  as  an  absorbefacient,  and  as  such  was 
found  beneficial  in  reducing  and  overcoming  glandular  enlargements 
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and  lymphatic  tumors,  as  well  as  absorbing  effusions  within  the  peri- 
cardium and  pleura.  Five  grains,  repeated  several  times  daily,  would 
be  the  usual  dose  for  internal  administration. 

It  is  as  a  local  agent  that  iodoform  is  so  generally  used  by  physi- 
cians ;  and  it  is  the  antiseptic  preferred  by  most  surgeons — no  opera- 
tion being  considered  complete  until  the  denuded  surface  or  sutured 
line  of  incision  is  properly  dusted  from  the  iodoform  box.  It  pre- 
vents putrefaction,  favors  granulation,  and  aids  the  process  of  repair 
by  hasty  and  healthy  union.  It  is  frequently  a  medicine  of  protec- 
tion when  applied  to  raw  and  bleeding  surfaces,  by  more  readily  in- 
spissating the  blood  and  serum,  and  thus  favoring  the  natural  ten- 
tency  to  heal.  After  an  incision  is  closed  by  suturing,  a  light  dusting 
with  iodoform  hastens  the  process  of  exsiccation,  and  the  dry,  hard 
crust  thus  formed  tends  to  seal  and  close  the  wound  against  all  exter- 
nal particles  of  irritation — a  process  of  sterilization  to  the  extent  of 
very  ready  union,  usually  by  first  intention. 

Iodoform  is  a  yellowish-colored  powder,  and  is  a  compound  pro- 
duced from  iodine,  or  rather  the  action  of  iodine  upon  a  mixture  of  a 
solution  of  carbonate  of  potassium  and  alcohoL  It  is  one  of  the  most 
efficient  antiseptics  known,  and  has  probably  done  more  for  modern 
surgery  and  is  more  highly  prized  by  the  general  operator  than  any 
agent  of  its  class  ever  before  introduced.  It  is  thus  a  most  valuable 
agent  when  used  guardedly  and  with  care.  When  applied  carelessly 
or  extravagantly  and  in  excess,  however,  it  may  become  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  and  alarming  poisons,  for  which  there  is  no  known 
chemical  antidote.  It  appears  to  affect  elderly  persons  more  readily. 
There  is  no  way  of  judging  the  susceptive  individual,  or  telling  in 
what  particular  case  or  person  the  toxic  symptoms  may  become  man- 
ifest. We  should,  consequently,  remember  its  danger,  and  use  it  in 
every  case  guardedly,  and  in  small  quantities.  Most  cases  of  poison- 
ing no  doubt  arise  from  the  absorption  due  to  the  large  quantity  used. 
In  no  case  is  it  necessary  to  use  more  than  enough  to  lightly  dust  over 
the  wounded  surface.  No  advantage  whatever  can  be  gained  by  using 
it  in  excess  and  recklessly,  and  the  patient  is  always  subjected  to  the 
dire  consequences  that  may  arise  therefrom. 

The  symptoms  that  arise  in  cases  of  poisoning,  especially  in  old 
people,  are  usually  similar  to  those  of  meningitis,  or  acute  mania.  In 
the  usual  case  the  patient  becomes  stupid,  comatose,  or  occasionally 
melancholia  follows ;  pulse  140  to  180,  pupils  dilated  and  stationary, 
temperature  unchanged,  or  slightly  increased.  A  roseola  or  dark-red 
eruption  frequently  appears  about  the  chest  and  neck.  The  kidneys 
gradually  become  inactive,  until  the  urine  is  almost  completely  sup- 
pressed. Large  quantities  of  iodine  can  be  found  in  the  urine.  The 
symptoms  continuing,  the  stupor  gradually  becomes  more  profound, 
until  death  follows — probably  due,  in  most  instances  directly  to  the 
anemia.  The  symptoms  usually  develop  within  twenty-four  hours 
after  using  the  agent     The  severity,  however,  is  not  manifest,  as  a 
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rule,  for  several  days,  and  frequently  comes  on  after  an  operation,  the 
patient  convalescent,  wholly  unexpected,  at  a  time  when  every  thing 
promised  an  uneventful  recovery. 

The  treatment  consists  in  using  such  means  as  will  favor  the  elimi- 
nation of  the  poison  from  the  blood.  Bromide  of  potassium  has  been 
suggested  as  a  chemical  antidote  in  the  way  of  converting  the  iodine 
into  bromine,  but  the  results  have  been  very  unsatisfactory.  Infusion 
digitalis,  acetate  potassium,  as  diuretics,  have  been  suggested,  also 
hot  steam  or  vapor  baths  to  excite  action  of  the  skin.  No  treatment 
has  been  successful  so  far  in  the  severer  cases.  Stimulation  in  some 
of  the  milder  cases,  until  the  poison  could  be  eliminated  by  the  natu- 
ral channels,  has  been  the  treatment  followed.  b.  c.  w. 


PAIN. 

The  most  unpleasant  and  distressing  feature  of  disease  is  pain. 
The  one  cry  of  the  patient  is  for  relief.  The  world  is  full  of  suffering. 
From  the  first  cry  of  the  infant  to  the  expiring  gasp  of  old  age,  it  is 
his  companion  all  along  the  way.  From  the  earliest  times  man  has 
sought  for  a  pain  destroyer,  and  the  search  has  been  kept  up  all  these 
years  for  a  safe  agent  that  will  not  only  quiet  the  pain,  but  leave  no 
unpleasant  after  effects.  Even  the  uncivilized  tribes  of  the  savages 
appeal  to  their  medicine  man  for  relief. 

And  while  such  agents  as  morphine,  opium,  chloral,  and  the  many 
other  narcotics,  have  been  hailed  with  delight  by  both  the  profession 
and  the  laity,  it  is  not  certain  but  the  evils  resulting  from  their  use 
have  equaled  the  benefits  that  have  been  derived.  How  many  lives 
have  been  sacrificed  from  an  overdose  will  never  be  known,  and  how 
many  lives  have  been  ruined  by  contracting  a  habit  which  is  worse 
than  death,  no  one  can  estimate. 

The  question  naturally  arises,  what  are  we  going  to  do  to  relieve 
pain?  The  patient,  groaning  and  writhing,  calls  loudly  and  urgently 
for  relief.  How  easy  for  the  doctor  to  take  from  his  vest  pocket  a 
hypodermic  syringe,  and  in  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  quiet  the  patient! 
What  shall  he  do?  I  would  say,  determine,  if  possible,  the  cause 
giving  rise  to  pain.  Is  it  the  result  of  some  material  acting  as  an  irri- 
tant? If  so,  remove  the  irritant.  If  it  be  acrid  material  in  the  stom- 
ach, empty  that  organ  at  once ;  if  a  decayed  fang,  extract  it ;  if  an 
excited  circulation,  causing  an  irritation  of  every  fiber,  use  a  sedative; 
if  enfeebled  circulation,  causing  irritability  from  defective  nutrition, 
administer  such  remedies  as  will  give  a  better  condition  of  the  diges- 
tive organs,  improve  the  appetite,  and  make  good  blood.  If  there  is 
nerve  impingement,  causing  pain  at  some  distant  point,  as  so  often  is 
the  case,  determine  the  location  that  gives  rise  to  this  reflex  trouble, 
and  relieve  it.  It  may  be  a  uterus  needs  curetting,  a  sick  ovary  to  be 
treated,  or  a  hemorrhoidal  mass  removed.  This  would  certainly  be 
rational  treatment,  and  I  am  sure  a  wise  one. 
.  True,  there  may  be  times  when  the  removal  of  the  cause  is  difficult 
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and  tedious  and  the  suffering  extreme.  The  pallor  of  the  face  and 
contraction  of  the  facial  muscles  tell  us  the  patient  must  have  relief. 
We  may  then  wisely  use  a  narcotic,  giving  relief  temporarily,  till  the 
cause  is  finally  removed.  There  is  one  agent  especially  indicated 
where  there  is  spasmodic  contraction,  that  we  could  use  more  fre- 
quently and  with  the  most  happy  results, — magnesium  phosphate. 
No  matter  whether  the  patient  is  an  infant,  suffering  with  colic — and 
I  know  of  but  few  more  troublesome  patients — or  an  adult  with  some 
grave  hepatic  trouble,  wherever  we  find  pain  as  a  result  of  contraction 
of  muscular  fiber,  this  is  the  remedy  par  excellence.  I  have  hushed 
crying  babies  when  other  remedies  seemingly  more  potent,  had  failed ; 
have  stopped  hepatic  colic  where  one-half  grain  doses  of  morphine 
had  failed  to  give  relief.  The  best  results  follow  when  it  is  given 
in  hot  water.  I  use  the  second  trituration.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
it  will  quiet  all  cases  of  pain,  for  it  will  not  It  is  not  a  narcotic,  but 
it  will  give  relief  when  the  pain  is  the  result  of  a  spasmodic  condition. 
Above  all,  let  us  be  more  careful  to  treat  the  causes  that  give  rise 
to  pain,  rather  than  to  benumb  the  sensibilities  during  the  paroxysms. 

B.   L.   T. 

FADS    AND    SELF-MEDICATION. 

In  reference  to  the  pill-craze,  tablet-craze,  and  similar  other  fads, 
the  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy  very  properly  remarks :  "With 
each  craze  the  public  learns  a  little  more  of  self  medication.  If  any 
body  suffers  more  than  the  regular  physician,  who,  by  encouraging 
the  various  fads,  plays  into  the  hands  of  the  public  and  quacks,  we 
fail  to  see  it" 

That  there  is  more  truth  than  fiction  in  the  above  statement  will  be 
readily  acknowledged  by  all  who  have  paid  any  attention  to  the  mat- 
ter. It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  as  many  people  now  resort  to  the 
patent  medicines  as  are  treated  by  physicians.  Formerly,  much  harm 
was  done  by  this  self -medication,  and  the  doctor  rubbed  his  sides  and 
laughed,  knowing  that  many  of  the  victims  would  pass  into  his  hands 
to  be  cured  not  only  of  the  original  complaints,  but  in  addition,  of  the 
aggravations  brought  on  by  the  injudicious  self -medication.  Now, 
however,  in  many  instances,  the  laugh  is  on  the  other  sida 

It  has  become  extremely  fashionable  to  use  the  so-called  Homoeo- 
pathic (?)  Home  Remedies,  which  are  now  being  placed  upon  the 
market,  and  the  end  is  not  yet.  The  patient,  expecting  the  medicines 
to  be  compounded  in  a  homoeopathic  fashion,  does  not  expect  the  strong 
nastiness  once  in  vogue,  consequently  he  gets  little  or  no  medicine  in 
his  pellets,  and  therefore  there  are  no  aggravations  to  contend  with 
as  a  result  oi  his  self  medication.  On  the  other  hand,  if  he  is  afflicted 
with  a  malady  that  threatens  to  become  chronic  and  undermine  his 
constitution,  and  possibly  finally  carry  him  to  his  grave,  his  self  med- 
ication is  to  him  a  loss  of  time,  if  not  a  loss  of  life. 

While  such  medication  as  above  mentioned,  with  few  exceptions 
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does  not  harm  him  so  far  as  the  quantity  and  quality  of  medicines 
consumed  are  concerned,  there  is  another  class  of  medicines  which 
are  hourly  counter  or  self  prescribed,  which  does  incalculable  harm. 
Probably  it  is  beyond  estimation  how  many  "headache  cures,"  sleep 
producers,  and  "cough  cures"  are  yearly  sold  over  the  counter  in  the 
United  States.  The  employment  of  the  many  coal-tar  introductions 
is  a  cause  of  great  concern,  if  not  alarm.  The  extent  of  impairment 
and  destruction  of  the  nervous  system  that  is  sure  to  follow,  and  to 
tell  upon  the  future  unborn,  cannot  even  be  conjectured :  but  come  it 
surely  will. 

Now,  who  is  to  blame  for  all  of  this?  First,  the  doctor  who  writes 
prescriptions  that  are  compounded  and  handed  out  to  patients  by  an 
unscrupulous  druggist,  he  who  learns  of  the  doctor  the  disease  for 
which  he  has  prescribed,  and  then  by  his  dishonest  belief  in  his  own 
diagnostic  powers,  prescribes  the  same  mixture  for  one,  who  he  thinks 
suffers  as  did  the  person  for  whom  the  medicine  was  originally  pre- 
scribed by  the  physician.  Do  not  understand  us  to  include  all  phar- 
macists in  this  class,  for  there  are  still  an  army  of  honest  pharmacists 
with  whom  the  prescription  is  a  sacred  trust,  not  to  be  prostituted  to 
selfish  greed. 

Secondly  the  doctor  is  to  blame  who  has  encouraged  each  succeed- 
ing fad.  When  the  doctor  said  to  his  patient,  "Your  liver  is  out  of 
order;  you  are  bilious, "  and  told  him  to  get  a  compound  cathartic 
pill,  the  mischief  began.  When  it  became  almost  universal  for  the 
druggist  to  fill  a  prescription  for  headache  with  antifebrin,  phenace- 
tine  or  antipyrine,  then  the  mischief  was  aggravated.  Finally,  tab- 
lets were  introduced,  and  by  a  doctor  at  that.  They  were  manufac- 
tured in  untold  milliona  Not  content  with  the  doctor  prescribing 
them,  which  was  bad  enough,  the  druggists  demanded  them,  and  the 
manufacturers  acceded,  and  now  it  is  the  common  thing  to  see  rows 
of  large  bottles  of  standard  medicines  in  tablet  form  for  popular  use, 
at  popular  prices,  resting  on  the  show-cases  and  in  the  windows  of 
nearly  every  pharmacy  in  the  land.  Perhaps  we  should  not  say  phar- 
macies but  drug  stores.  These,  like  the  "home-cures,"  are  self -pre- 
scribed largely,  and  to  that  extent  is  the  druggist  exonerated.  But 
we  repeat  that  by  his  recognition  of  and  prescription  of  every  latest 
fad,  from  the  sugar  coated  pill  down  to  the  tablet,  the  doctor  has 
brought  upon  the  people,  and  to  the  detriment  of  himself,  the  evil  of 
self  medication.  That  it  is  an  evil  we  repeat,  for  it  not  only  takes 
from  the  physician  his  legitimate  practice,  and  according  to  the  ethi- 
cal notions  of  the  doctor  himself  and  the  public  at  large,  he  can  follow 
no  side- calling,  consequently,  he  must  be  content  with  a  meager  prac- 
tice, poorly  paid  for,  or  must  withdraw  altogether  from  the  field.  It 
is  an  evil  to  the  self-medicationist,  for  he  is  seldom  benefited  except 
in  troubles  which  will  quickly  rectify  themselves  without  medicines, 
and  by  loss  of  time  and  aggravations  produced  in  severer  complaints 
by  the  medicaments,  he  becomes  a  confirmed  invalid,  or  perhaps  a 
corpse.  h.  w.  r. 


EDITORIAL.  409 

THE   RULES    OF    HEALTH. 

We  can  not  "break"  a  law  of  nature,  but  we  can  transgress  it, 
then  the  law  will  "break"  us.  No  one  ever  injures  a  law  of  health ;  if 
he  "goes  up  against  it"  he  is  violated,  but  the  law  till  exists  serene, 
powerful,  and  unbroken. 

When,  through  ignorance  or  willfulness  we  disregard  the  fixed  laws 
of  nature,  we  must  pay  the  penalty.  Nature  never  forgives,  never 
palliates,  never  excuses  ignorance  of  her  requirements,  and  punish- 
ment unfailingly  falls  upon  the  wise  or  foolish,  Pagan  or  Christian, 
with  strict  impartiality. 

Individual  excesses,  whether  dietary,  alcoholic  or  sexual,  personal 
undeanliness,  careless  exposure  to  the  elements,  or  indolence,  all  re- 
ceive their  reward  Though  I  speak  with  the  tongue  of  men  and  of 
angels  and  am  not  cleanly,  it  will  not  save  me  from  the  itch ;  and 
though  I  suffer  all  manner  of  persecution  for  righteousness  sake,  and 
am  a  glutton,  dyspepsia  will  call  me  her  own. 

If  the  results  of  a  transgression  were  alone  visited  upon  the  trans- 
gressor, we  might  feel  that  a  certain  justice  had  been  inflicted,  but 
the  dire  results  sometimes  fall  upon  others.  My  neighbors'  bed  bugs 
may  crawl  across  the  way. 

Personal  and  private  hygiene  are  commendable,  and  as  important 
as  that  more  general  and  public.  The  delicate  and  beautiful  female 
may  disenchant  her  admirers  when  by  closer  contact  they  detect  by 
the  odor  of  her  breath  and  perspiration,  a  fecal  odor,  from  accumula- 
tions long  retained,  through  indolence  and  neglect  We  are  some- 
times amazed  at  the  carelessness  of  the  laity  regarding  the  rules  of 
health,  but  upon  consideration  we  find  this  is  mostly  due  to  ignorance. 

Let  the  rules  of  health,  the  laws  governing  the  normal  performance 
of  the  bodily  functions,  be  taught  in  the  common  schools.  Let  the 
child  be  as  familiar  with  the  simple  laws  of  hygiene  as  he  is  with  the 
alphabet,  and  as  proficient  in  the  rules  of  health  as  he  is  in  the  rules 
of  arithmetic.  Substitute  gymnastics  for  Latin,  and  respiratory  ex- 
ercises for  Greek ;  and  thus,  in  time,  we  will  have  our  race  taking 
measures  from  their  individually  acquired  knowledge  to  prevent  all 
nature's  ills ;  and  recognizing  the  folly  of  transgressing  a  law,  expect- 
ing, in  some  vague  manner  to  escape  an  inevitable  punishment,  they 
will  conduct  themselves  in  conformity  therewith.  l.  w. 


DISPENSE    NONE  BUT    THE    BEST. 

"The  pharmacist,  above  all  other  business  men,  should  be  care- 
ful as  to  the  quality  of  the  goods  he  sells,  but  it  is  feared  that  not 
enough  attention  is  being  given  to  this  subject.  In  the  filling  of  pre- 
scriptions it  is  little  short  of  criminal  to  dispense  anything  but  the 
best.  The  growing  tendency  is  to  pay  entirely  too  much  attention  to 
the  mercantile  side  of  pharmacy.     While  fully  recognizing  the  impor- 
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tance  of  this  branch  of  pharmacy,  the  professional  part  must  not  be 
neglected ;  nor  is  it  necessary  to  neglect  either  in  order  to  give  them 
both  attention. 

"Unfortunately  the  tendency  among  pharmacists  is  to  buy  that 
class  of  goods  on  which  they  can  make  the  largest  profits,  and  in  this 
the  jobbers  ably  supplement  them.  We  are  well  aware  that  there  are 
many  pharmacists  who  are  extremely  particular  and  careful  about  the 
quality  of  the  goods  they  purchase,  but  many  others  do  not  give  the 
subject  the  attention  it  deserves.  Certainly,  none  can  fail  to  appreci- 
ate the  responsibility  that  rests  upon  the  pharmacist  as  a  dispenser, 
and  yet  it  must  be  admitted  there  are  those  among  them  who  utterly 
fail  to  appreciate  their  position. 

"There  should  be  no  difficulty  experienced  in  securing  the  best  of 
goods,  and  these  are  the  only  kind  that  should  be  dispensed  "—The 
Western  Druggist,  May,  1897. 

If  our  pharmaceutical  friends  would  recognize  the  fact  that  quality 
and  not  quantity  is  the  crying  demand  of  the  times  in  medical  lines, 
such  warnings  as  the  above  would  be  unnecessary.  Years  ago  Eclec- 
tic physicians  put  their  feet  down  on  the  cheap  medicine  man.  We 
know  full  well  that  cheap  drugs  yield  the  largest  profits,  and  believe 
that  discreditable  druggists  cater  to  physicians  who  want  cheap  drugs. 
We  desire  neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  and  we  hope  that  the  time 
will  come  when  our  respected  exchange,  the  Western  Druggist,  can 
point  with  pride  to  the  fact  that  pharmacists  have  rooted  up,  and 
thrown  out  of  their  field  both  the  unprincipled  druggist  and  his  un- 
worthy wares.  In  the  mean  time,  until  that  day  is  here,  physicians 
must  exercise  care  in  selecting  their  remedies,  and  insist  on  getting 
preparations  they  know  to  be  authentic. 


THE    OHIO    MEETINQ. 

Ohio  is  the  only  State  holding  a  meeting  this  month,  which  con- 
venes July  6,  at  the  Beebe  House,  Putin-Bay  Island,  Lake  Erie,  for 
a  three  days'  session. 

An  unusually  interesting  programme  is  promised,  and  we  hope  to 
see  many  visitors  from  neighboring  states.  We  shall  try  to  make  them 
doubly  welcome. 

Tourist  tickets  at  approximately  one  fare  and  a  third  can  be  pro- 
cured at  all  points  in  Ohio,  good  going,  and  returning  at  any  time. 
If  your  local  railroad  agent  has  none,  see  that  he  procure  them  for 
you.  The  Inter-State  Yachting  Association  and  the  American  Whist 
Society  meet  there  the  same  week,  which  will  give  us  exceptional  en- 
tertainment. 
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Twentieth  Century  Practice:  An  International  Encyclopedia  of 
Modern  Medical  Science.  By  Leading  Authorities  of  Europe  and 
America.  Edited  by  Thomas  L.  Stedman,  M.  D.,  Wm.  Wood 
&  Co.,  New  York.    $5.00  per  volume ;  by  subscription  only. 

Volume  IX,  like  its  predecessor,  Vol.  VIII,  is  devoted  to  diseases  of 
the  digestive  organs.  This  might  be  called  the  "foreign  volume, "  as 
six  of  the  ten  contributors  are  European.  Local  Disease  of  the  Mouth 
is  a  continuation  of  the  same  subject  treated  by  the  same  author  as  in 
VoL  VIII,  and,  like  the  former  article,  shows  great  care  in  its  prepa- 
ration. The  greater  part  of  the  article  treats  of  various  growths  of  the 
mouth,  gums,  blood-vessels,  and  cheeks.  The  treatment,  therefore, 
is  mostly  surgical. 

Diseases  of  the  Intestines,  treated  by  C.  A.  Ewald,  of  Berlin,  is  one 
of  the  most  interesting  and  valuable  articles  yet  written.  His  descrip- 
tion of  typhlitis  and  perityphlitis  (appendicitis),  his  differential  diag- 
nosis, his  treatment — in  fact  the  clear  and  forcible  way  in  which  he 
treats  this  much  talked -of  and  written- about  subject,  is  very  refresh- 
ing. The  able  manner  in  which  he  handles  the  old  and  still  trouble- 
some lesion,  constipation,  will  repay  one  for  the  money  in  this  volume. 
Hernia  is  looked  after  by  Virgil  P.  Gibney,  M.  D,  and  John  B. 
Walker,  M.  D.,  of  New  York,  of  whom  it  may  be  said,  there  are  few 
who  can  equal  and  none  surpass  them,  on  this  important  branch.  It 
is  needless  to  add  that  the  article  is  of  very  high  merit. 

Dr.  Alfred  Hengel,  of  Philadelphia,  looks  after  diseases  of  the 
spleen,  and  does  it  in  such  a  way  as  will  be  instructive  to  all  readers. 
The  liver,  that  much  abused  organ,  the  organ  of  all  others  that  has 
stood  the  vigorous  onslaught  of  medical  men  of  all  ages,  the  organ  of 
organs  to  be  abused,  is  ably  treated  by  Mariano  Semmola,  M.  D.,  and 
Carlo  Gioffredi,  of  Naples.  More  than  three  hundred  pages  is  devoted 
to  this  important  subject.  The  article  shows  great  research  in  its 
preparation,  and  the  various  lesions,  automatic  and  functional,  are 
vol.  lvil — 27 


412  THE  ECLECTIC  NEWS. 

described  so  fully  and  clearly  that  it  may  well  be  classified  as  one  of 
the  best  of  the  series. 

v  Diseases  of  the  Gall  Bladder,  by  Dr.  Jno.  B.  Murphy,  of  Chicago, 
and  "Movable  Kidney," by  Kendal  Franks,  M.  D.,  of  Johannesburg, 
S.  A.  Republic,  conclude  Vol.  IX,  which  will  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
best  volumes  of  the  series  so  far  issued.  Each  subject  is  treated  in  a 
thorough  and  comprehensive  way,  and  is  indeed  a  valuable  addition 
to  one's  library.  b.  l.  t, 

, Diseases  of  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  and  their  Accessory  Cavi- 
ties. By  S.  S.  Bishop,  M.  D.  Illustrated  with  100  colored  lith- 
ographs, and  168  additional  illustrations.  Royal  octavo,  496 
pages.  Extra  cloth,  $4.00  net  The  F.  A.  Davis  fcfcx,  publishers, 
Philadelphia. 

There  has  been  a  constant  demand  for  a  condensed  text-book  on  the 
nose,  throat,  and  ear,  in  one  volume,  and  Dr.  Bishop  seems  to  have 
realized  this,  and  has  put  forth  a  very  commendable  work.  It  is  thor- 
ough and  practical,  and  great  stress  is  laid  upon  treatment— the  one 
point  lacking  in  so  many  other  recent  works. 

This  work  contains  the  best  and  most  complete  treatise  on  hay 
fever — an  article  attracting  universal  attention.  Another  remarkable 
feature  about  the  book  is  the  section  treating  of  mastoid  disease,  and 
the  Stacke  and  Schwartz  operation  for  its  relief.  The  text  on  this  is 
decidedly  clear,  and  the  illustrations  and  photographs  of  skulls  pro- 
fuse. The  book  is  one  equally  good  for  students,  practitioners,  or 
specialists,  and  being  so  thoroughly  written,  so  much  attention  being 
given  to  treatment,  and  also  the  nose,  throat,  and  ear  treated  in  one 
book,  this  work  holds  a  place  of  its  own  in  medical  literature,  and  we 
heartily  recommend  it  to  intending  purchasers.  w.  b.  s. 


The  American  Year- Book  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  ;  being  a  Yearly 
Digest  of  Scientific  Progress,  and  an  authoritative  opinion  in  all 
branches  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  drawn  from  journals,  mono- 
graphs, and  text-books  of  the  leading  American  and  foreign 
authors  and  investigators.  Collected  and  arranged,  with  critical 
editorial  comments,  by  George  M.  Gould,  M.  D.,  assisted  by  a 
corps  of  nearly  thirty  of  the  best  known  physicians  of  this  country. 
Profusely  illustrated.  Philadelphia:  W.  B.  Saunders.  1897. 
1300  pages ;  price,  cloth  $6.50,  half  morocco  {7.50. 

As  we  have  said  to  Journal  readers  before,  there  is  no  better  way 
to  keep  up  with  the  rapid  strides  of  medicine  than  to  purchase  annu- 
ally the  various  year-books.  If  only  one  of  these  can  be  bought,  buy 
the  best  If  one  has  a  bank  account  of  good  size,  a  number  of  jour- 
nals may  be  taken,  and  works  on  special  subjects  may  be  purchased 
ad  libitum.  Even  if  this  could  be  done,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  man  who  has  the  Year- Book  is  ahead.  For,  as  one  reviewing  the 
work  now  before  us  has  said,  "As  a  labor-saving  production  we  know 
of  nothing  that  equals  it."    In  the  Year-Book  the  reading  has  been 


LOOK  FOR  THE  OREEN   LABEL. 

"Green  "Drug" 

Fluid  Extracts, 

The    highest   type    of    Fluid    Medicines. 

A  Novelty— in  What? 

In    the    recognition   of   the   fact  that  certain  drugs,  containing 
volatile  constituents  upon  which  their  therapeutic  value  depends,  lose 
their  medicinal  properties  in  the  process  of  drying,  or  through  long 
or  imperfect  storage. 
In  all  such  coses, 

We  use  the  green  or  fresh  root,  bark  or  plant,  gathered  es- 
pecially for  us  when  in  their  prime. 
Some  kinds  are  prepared  fresh; 

Others  partially  or  wholly  dried; 

But  all  gathered  especially  for  our  Laboratory ;  carefully  handled 
and  immediately  prepared  Into  Fluid  Extracts.  The  menstruum 
employed  is  Alcohol  selected  for  strength  and  purity,  whereby  the 
non-medicinal  elements  are  rejected  and  the  liability  to  deterioration 
avoided.  • 

Fluid  Extracts  thus  prepared  are  perfect  representatives  of  the 
drugs  from  which  they  are  made. 

They  are  clean. 

They  are  sightly. 

They  are  easily  dispensed. 

They  are  therapeutically  reliable. 

Old,  shop-worn  or  worm-eaten  drugs,  however  carefully  manipu- 
lated, will  not  yield  a  satisfactory  product,  and  when  made  with 
weak  alcohol  and  water,  or  with  wood  spirit  as  a  menstruum,  is  it 
any  wonder  that  commercial  Fluid  Extracts,  as  a  class  are  termed 
by  a  leading  medical  writer — the  "Great  American  Fraud?" 

Watch  your  fluid  extracts. 

Merrell's  Fluid  Extracts  from  fresh,  choice  drugs  are  powerful  in- 
struments for  good  in  the  hands  of  the  observant  physician. 

All  wholesale  druggists  will  supply  them. 
Please  write  "MerrelPs"  on  your  orders. 

THE  WM.  S.  MERRELL  CHEMICAL  CO., 

CINCINNATI.  Maoatectnrinf  Chemists.  NEW  YORK. 

Sole  Manufacturer*, 
established  M  years. 


JOURNAL  ADVERTISER. 


Hypnotic,       Anti-Spasmodic.         Anti-Neuralgic 

CORDIAL 


MERBELL. 


This  preparation  contains  all  the  active  medicinal  constituent*  of 
Paasiflora  incarnate  in  a  concentrated  form,  and  is  the  result  of  an  ex- 
tended investigation  in  our  laboratory.  It  is  the  most  eligible  form  for 
exhibiting  the  valuable  properties  of  the  drug,  since  from  it  we  have 
succeeded  in  eliminating  the  inert  principles  invariably  present  in  the 
ordinary  preparations  of  the  market 

OOBDIAL  PA8-0ABHATA 

Is  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  treatment  of  nervous  affections 
attended  with  congestion  of  the  cord  and  ganglionic  centers.  As 
a  soporific  without  narcotic  action,  and  as  an  anti-spasmodic  and 
anti-neuralgic,  it  is  without  an  equal.  Its  action  is  between  that  of 
m  orphine  and  chloral  hydrate,  but  it  does  not  depress  the  system 
nor  derange  the  stomach.  It  is  devoid  of  danger,  non-poisonous, 
and  may  be  given  in  any  esse  where  sleep  is  needed.  It  is  the 
r  e  raedy,  par  excellence,  in  infantile  convulsions,  in  diarrhoea  of  chil- 
dren, and  in  nervous  affections  of  the  aged  and  infirm.  In  nervous 
or  sick  headache,  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  in  sleepless- 
ness of  typhoid  and  other  fevers,  as  well  as  from  overwork  so  com- 
mon among  professional  and  business  men,  it  will  produce  a  quiet 
and  dreamless  sleep,  and  at  the  same  time  prove  a  permanent  tonio 
to  the  nervous  system. 

COBDIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

Is  recommended  in  cases  where  opium  and  its  preparations, 
the  bromides,  chloral,  etc.,  can  not  be  given,  or  are  not  well  borne, 
and  where  it  is  undesirable  to  lock  up  the  secretions.  It  is  recom- 
mended in  tetanus,  cerebral  pain,  hysteria  of  women,  dysmenor- 
rhea, tic  douloureux,  accelerated  respiratory  movement,  pain  in 
the  rectum,  neuralgia  of  the  heart 

COBDIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

Is  prepared  for  physicians'  prescriptions  only,  and  not  for 
popular  sale.  Printed  matter  with  extended  notes  furnished  to  the 
medical  profession  only.  Sample  supplies  without  charge  on  pay- 
ment of  expense  of  delivery. 

COBDIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

May  be  ordered  of  our  New  York  office,  No.  96  Maiden  Lane, 
of  Geo.  C.  Goodwin  <fc  Co.,  Boston,  and  the  home  office  in  Cincin- 
nati.   In  ordering  or  prescribing,  please  specify 

"Cordial  Paa-Carnata,  Merrell." 
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done,  and  the  matter  digested  by  master  minds.  Regarding  this  work 
of  Mr.  Saunders,  we  can  do  no  better  than  second  the  commendation 
of  the  London  Lancet  when  it  says : 

"It  is  difficult  to  know  which  to  admire  most — the  research  and 
industry  of  the  distinguished  band  of  experts  whom  Dr.  Gould  has 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Year- Book,  or  the  wealth  and  abundance 
of  the  contributions  to  every  department  of  science  that  have^been 
deemed  worthy  of  analysis.  *  *  It  is  much  more  than  a  mere  com- 
pilation of  abstracts,  for,  as  each  section  is  entrusted  to  experienced 
and  able  contributors,  the  reader  has  the  advantage  of  certain  critical 
commentaries  and  expositions  *  *  proceeding  from  writers  fully 
qualified  to  perform  these  tasks.  *  *  It  is  emphatically  a  book 
which  should  find  a  place  in  every  medical  library,  and  is  in  several 
respects  more  useful  than  the  famous  'Jahrbucher'  of  Germany." 

To  a  young  man  with  a  meager  library — perhaps  an  inherited  one 
of  ancient  works — this  book  will  be  a  precious  boon.  We  have  at  our 
command  books  and  books  and  books,  yet  we  turn  daily  to  the  Year- 
Book.     Six  dollars  can  not  be  better  spent  w.  e.  b. 


Manual  op  Static  Electricity  in  X-Ray  and  Therapeutic  Uses. 
By  S.  H.  Monell,  M.  D.  Published  by  Wm.  Beverley  Harrison. 
New  York.    8vo.  614  pp.     Price ....     Cloth . 

This  work  will  give  a  new  impetus  to  the  use  of  static  electricity. 
The  want  of  a  reliable  machine  for  generating  it,  together  with  no  good 
work  upon  the  subject,  from  which  needed  information  could  be  ob- 
tained by  the  profession,  has  relegated  this  valuable  agent  to  an  infe- 
rior position  as  a  therapeutic  means ;  these  two  objections  are  now 
overcome. 

The  improved  Holtz  induction  machine  is  a  sure,  quick,  and  reliable 
source  for  the  generation  of  static  electricity  during  any  kind  of 
weather ;  and  the  author  of  this  book  has  so  thoroughly  treated  the 
subject  that  all  the  information  needed  by  the  profession  for  its  use 
can  easily  be  obtained  by  perusing  its  pages.  He  gives  the  rules  nec- 
essary for  keeping  the  machine  in  good  condition.  This  is  a  much 
needed  instruction,  as  the  machine  readily  gets  out  of  order,  unless 
its  management  is  thoroughly  understood. 

The  author  then  takes  up  the  subject  of  therapeutic  methods  and 
the  necessary  apparatus  with  which  to  make  a  therapeutic  application 
of  this  form  of  electricity.  The  instruction  here  given  will  enable 
any  one  to  handle  a  Holtz  machine,  and  to  use  the  electricity  gener- 
ated by  it,  as  a  curative  agent.  Under  "Useful  Hints,"  at  the  close 
of  that  chapter,  very  much  instruction  is  found.  At  this  point,  the 
writer  takes  up  the  subject  of  electro-physiology,  or  the  effect  of  elec- 
tricity upon  the  human  body  in  health.  He  recognizes  the  fact  that 
no  physician  will  be  able  to  do  as  good  work  with  electricity  in  thera- 
peutic uses  without  a  knowledge  of  its  action  upon  the  system  in  a 
healthy  state. 
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This  part  of  the  subject  is  made  plain  to  the  reader.  The  writer  has 
prepared  his  reader  to  take  up,  at  this  point,  the  subject  of  therapeu- 
tic uses  of  Btatic  electricity.  Each  disease  that  can  be  treated  benefi- 
cially by  this  agent  is  described  separately,  and  directions  for  its  treat- 
ment given.  This  part  of  the  work  is  sufficiently  exhaustive  and  in- 
structive to  enable  any  one  to  use  successfully  static  electricity  as  a 
therapeutic  agent. 

The  use  of  static  electricity  in  the  production  of  the  X  rays,  and  the 
directions  for  the  use  of  the  fluoroscope  are  fully  explained.  The 
writer's  directions  for  X-ray  photography  are  plain  and  easily  followed. 
The  use  to  which  the  Holtz  statical  machine  has  been  put  in  the  X- 
ray  work  has  had  much  to  do  in  bringing  static  electricity  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  medical  profession,  and  in  directing  their  attention  to  its 
value  as  a  therapeutic  agent  Those  interested  in  this  subject  will 
find  a  thorough  treatise  in  this  work.  j.  r.  s. 


Transactions  op  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Vol- 
XXIV.  8vo,  364  pages,  cloth.  Published  for  the  Association. 
W.  E.  Kinnett,  M.  D.,  Editor,  Yorkville,  Ills.     1897. 

This  volume  is  sixty  pages  larger  than  volume  XXIII,  and  contains 
the  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  list  of  active  and  deceased  members, 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  annual  meeting  at  Portland,  Oregon,  in 
1896.  The  only  criticism  we  can  offer  is  that  some  of  the'  papers  were 
printed  as  originally  submitted,  and  are  entirely  too  long,  and  should 
have  been  materially  shortened. 

Again,  we  have  always  been  of  the  opinion  that  one  of  the  privileges 
as  well  as  duties  of  an  editor  is  to  edit  No  member  should  ever  sub- 
mit a  paper  for  publication  in  such  a  volume  as  our  annual  Trans- 
actions, unless  he  is  willing  to  have  it  edited,  if  necessary.  We  be- 
lieve that  editor  Kinnett  should  exercise  all  the  functions  of  his  office. 
The  Society  will  unquestionably  endorse  such  a  stand,  and  better 
Transactions  will  result  j.  k.  s. 


Surgical  Hints,  for  the  Surgeon  and  general  practitioner.  By  How- 
ard Lilienthal,  M.  D.  International  Journal  of  Surgery  Co., 
Publishers,  New  York.    Price  25  cents. 

In  his  prefatory  note  the  author  says :  "Every  one  of  these  little 
observations  and  suggestions  represents  a  part  of  the  writer's  personal 
experience  in  the  practice  of  surgery.  The  information  set  forth  is 
not  always  original,  but  its  value  has  been  tested  at  the  bedside  and 
in  the  operating  room."  It  is  a  brochure  of  twenty- nine  pages,  brim 
full  of  useful  instruction  in  one  or  two  line  statements,  such  as :  "Ex- 
amine the  urine  in  all  cases  before  operating."  "Examine  every 
swelling  for  pulsation."  "Let  your  most  trusted  assistant  administer 
the  anaesthetic."     And  so  on.    It  is  well  worth  writing  for.     l.  w. 
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"OUR  SPECIFIC  MEDICINES  are  to-day, 
is  they  always  have  been  and  always  will  be,  the 
BEST  MEDICINES  in  the  world,  and  the  foundation 
stones,  upon  which  the  superstructure  of  Eclectic 
Medicine  has  been  built,  and  upon  which  it  rests 
inshaken."  editorial,  from  b.  m.  journai*. 
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ASEPSIN      SOAP. 


MEDICINAL  USES  OF  ASEPSIN  SOAP. 

FOB  THE  SKIN.  —  The  antiseptic  qualities  of  Asepsin  and  Borate  of  Sodium  make  this  soap  de- 
sirable for  the  preservation  of  the  dermal  tissues,  and  to  remove  and  prevent  cutaneous  blem- 
ishes. It  is  valuable  for  roughness  of  the  skin,  acne,  comedones,  milium,  blotches,  excessive 
treasiness  of  skin,  for  softening  and  proven  ting  mughress  and  chapping  of  the  hands.  It  cor- 
rects abnormalities  of  the  sebaceous  glands,  therebv  regulating  the  lubrication  of  the  akin,  and 
is  further  useful  to  repair  dermal  tissues  when  they  have  been  subjected  to  the  deleterious  actios 
of  chalks  and  cosmetic  lotions. 

CUTANEOUS  DISEASES.— For  the  following  skin  affections  it  may  be  used  freely  with  marked 
benefit:  Acae  vulgaris  et  rosace,  seborrhcea,  eczematous  eruptions,  herpes,  psoriasis,  prurigo, 
syphilitic  eruptions,  dermatitis,  ulcerations,  pruritic  conditions,  parasitic  diseases,  as  scabies,  for 


the  relief  of  Hi  us  poisoning,  and  for  the  removal  of  pedicnli.  A  clean  skin  is  necessary  in  any 
course  of  medication,  and  Asepsin  Soap  is  a  rational  cleanser. 

IN  SURGERY.  —The  surgeon  will  find  it  valuable  for  cleansing  the  patient  as  well  as  the  opera- 
tor's hands,  sponges,  and  instruments.  For  its  cleansing  and  antiseptic  effects  it  may  be  em- 
ployed in  wounds  of  all  kinds,  chilblains,  bed  sores,  ulcerations,  pustules,  and  for  removing 
offensive  and  irritating  discharges,  and  as  a  foot  wash. 

IN  GYNECOLOGY. -It  is  useml  in  all  irritating  and  offensive  discharges  concomitant  to  dimsei 
of  females,  giving  rise  to  pruritic  and  inflammatoiy  conditions.  Leunorrboea,  simple  vaginitis 
and  vulvitis,  ulcerations  aud  pruritus  vulva),  are  condition*  in  which  it  is  particularly  indicated. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES.— In  the  exanthemata  it  should  be  employed  to  hasten  desquamation, 
thereby  shortening  the  period  of  contagiousness  and  hastening  convalescence. 

At  the  time  I  received  the  Asepsin  Soap,  I  was  suffering  intensely  from  pruritus  ani.  and  had 
already  tried,  with  scarcely  even  temporary  relief,  all— or  nearly  all— the  standard  remedies  for  thii 
well-known  ailment.  I  was  well-nigh  crazed  with  the  Intolerable  itching,  pricking,  sticking,  gnaw 
ing,  biting,  burning  'pain.  I  had  oeen  nearly  sleepless  for  several  nights,  and  1  was  so  busily  en 
?a?ed  with  my  professional  work  all  day  long  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  life  was  a  burden,  and  I 
could  get  no  rest  at  night.  I  frequently  sprang  from  my  bed,  and  ran  wildly,  crazily  anywhere  ;— 
suicide  would  not  be  strange  in  anyone  in  sii"h  a  condition 

Your  Asepsin  Soap  I  used  without  faith,  bat  with  astonishing  and  almost  fmmedi* 
ate  relief  and  ease.  I  think  I  have  nev.-r  before  recommended  any  special  preparation,  bai 
nothing  less  than  gratitude  is  due  you  for  this  benefit,  and  that  gratitude  I  express  most  heartil; 
now.  I  have  delayed  this  letter  many  weeks,  but  I  am  still  as  thankful  as  ever,  for  my  suffering  was 
of  a  kind  not  to  be  forgotten.  PAUL  T.  BUTLER,  M.  D.,  Alamo,  Michigan. 

I  have  had  for  several  years  whit  I  "all  winter  eczema  on  my  hands ;  commenced  using  Aa*p«in 
Soap  last  winter  and  my  hands  were  in  better  condition  then  than  they  have  been  for  a  number  <  i 
years.  K.  W.  CHALPANT,  M.  D.,  Beliloutaine  O 

Have  been  using  Asepsin  Soap  and  find  it  venr  fine  for  cleansing  old  sores,  also  f«  r  toito  nm- 
poses.  DANIEL  K.  CHASE.  M.  D.  Cambridge  X.  Y 

Asepsin  Soap  is  the  boat.  A.  P.  STEWART,  M.  D  ,  Stewartstown.  W.  V* 

I  have  used  a  round  dozen  of  your  sosp  on  tue  small  nox  patients  at  the  pest  home,  and  think 
it  is  the  best  soap  I  ever  used.  '   w.  H.  H  ATCB,  M.  D.,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

PRICE,    $1.40    PER    DOZEN. 
A  box  containing  one-fourth  dozen  cakes  will  be  f>«nt  Mr  mail  postpaid,  on 
receipt  of  50  cent*. 


LLOYD    BROTHERS,    Cincinnati,  0. 
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Physician's  Case-Book,  for  Bedside  and  office  Practice.     By  L.  S. 
Downs,  M.  D.,  Galveston,  Texas. 

This  is  a  convenient  little  book  for  recording  cases  in  practice.  It 
is  hardly  complete  enough  for  chronic  cases,  however,  while  acute 
cases  need  hardly  so  much  space.  t. 


In  Preparation  fob  Early  Publication,  by  W.  B.  Saunders,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

An  American  Text-Book  of  Genito-Urinary  and  Skin  Diseases.     Ed- 
ited by  L.  Bolton  Bangs,  M.  D. 

An  American  Text-Book  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 
Edited  by  G.  E.  de  Schweinitz,  M.  D. 

Surgical  Diagnosis  and  Treatment.    By  J.  W.  McDonald,  M.  D. 

A  Text-Book  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine.    By  James  M. 
Anders,  M.  D. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Genito-Urinary  Apparatus,  Male  and  Female. 
By  Nicholas  Senn,  M.  D. 

A  Text- Book  of  Gynecology.     By  Charles  B.  Penrose,  M.  D. 

A  Text-Book  of  Obstetrics.    By  Barton  Cook  Hirst,  M.  D. 

A  Manual  of  Orthopedic  Surgery.     By  James  E.  Moore,  M.  D. 

A  Text-Book  of  Embryology.     By  John  C.  Heisler,  M.  D. 

Pathological  Technique.     By  Frank  B.  Mallory,  A.M.,  M.D. 

Diseases  of  Women,  By  J.  B.  Sutton,  F.K.C.S.,  and  A.  F.  Giles,  M.D. 


^oG^Ock> 


COLLEGE   AND   SOCIETY  NOTICES. 


THE    IOWA    MEETINO. 

The  thirtieth  annual  meeting  of  the  Iowa  State  Eclectic  Medi- 
cal Association  was  held  at  Des  Moines,  May  19  and  20. 

The  meeting,  in  point  of  earnestness,  enthusiasm,  and  high  char- 
acter of  papers,  as  well  as  the  work  accomplished,  was  a  success ; 
there  should,  however,  have  been  a  larger  attendance.  Iowa  numbers 
her  eclectics  by  the  hundreds,  among  whom  are  some  of  our  best  men, 
and  there  should  be  far  better  representation  at  the  State  meetings ; 
one  hundred  and  fifty  at  least  should  arrange  to  attend  these  conven- 
tions, rather  than  less  than  half  that  number.  Our  common  interest 
in  Eclecticism,  the  necessity  and  benefits  of  organization,  by  which 
we  may  sustain  and  elevate  our  school,  and  push  it  well  to  the  front, 
should  be  sufficient  incentive  to  persuade  us  to  attend  these  meetings. 

We  arrived  at  Des  Moines  early  in  the  morning  of  the  first  day.  Dr. 
Carter  gave  us  a  hearty  welcome,  and  escorted  us  over  the  beautiful 
capital  city  before  the  session  convened. 

In  the  absence  of  President  Gadd,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  Vice  President  Hattie  Whitacre,  of  Des  Moines.     After  an  address 
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of  welcome  by  Mayor  MacVicer  and  response  by  Dr.  Harris,  of  Grin- 
nell,  the  meeting  was  formally  declared  open.  During  the  two  days 
there  were  a  number  of  unusually  good  papers  read,  which,  with  the 
discussion  following,  proved  to  be  both  interesting  and  profitable.  The 
paper  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Coakley,  of  Mt  Etna,  deserves  especial  notice. 
His  subject  was,  "Caesarean  Section  Twice  in  One  Person,' '  and  was 
based  upon  a  case  in  his  own  practice,  in  which  he  made  the  Caesarean 
section  twice  in  the  same  woman  within  a  little  less  than  two  years, 
the  woman  making  an  uneventful  recovery  after  each  operation,  and 
both  children  were  saved. 

The  evening  session  was  devoted  to  an  exhibition  of  the  X-Rays, 
which  proved  highly  satisfactory  and  successful. 

The  meeting  adjourned  early  in  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day 
after  the  election  of  the  following  officers :  President,  B.  T.  Gadd, 
Mitchellville ;  Vice  President,  Thos.  Garth,  Clarion ;  Secretaries,  E 
D.  Wiley,  Des  Moines,  and  J.  A.  McKlveen,  Chariton :  Treasurer,  E. 
H.  Harris,  Grinnell.  Drs.  J.  W.  Osborne,  of  Dyersville,  and  Thos. 
Garth,  of  Clarion,  were  named  as  electors  to  represent  the  State  at 
the  National.  The  time  and  place  of  next  meeting  was  left  to  the  of- 
ficers. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  an  introduction  to  Dr.  John  Cooper  and  Dr. 
O.  H.  P.  Shoemaker,  of  Des  Moines,  two  of  the  prominent  and  well- 
known  Western  Eclectics.  Among  many  others  with  whom  we  be- 
came acquainted,  in  addition  to  Drs.  Carter,  Garth,  Maple,  and  Lewis, 
who  were  old  friends,  we  recall  with  much  pleasure  Drs.  J.  W.  Os- 
borne, E  D.  Wiley,  McKlveen,  Harris,  Price,  Whitacre,  Martinitz, 
and  many  others.  We  had  the  honor  of  meeting  Prof.  0.  C.  Rey- 
nolds, of  Cotner  University,  and  Prof.  Arthur  J.  Weaver,  of  Bennett 
College,  who  enjoyed  the  sessions  with  us,  and  who,  together  with 
ourselves,  were  made  honorary  members  of  the  association. 

After  adjournment,  a  number  of  us,  under  the  chaperonage  of  Dr. 
Maple,  visited  the  Capitol  building,  and  were  presented  to  Governor 
Drake,  the  founder  of  Drake  University.  On  our  return  home,  we 
stopped  off  at  St.  Louis,  and  spent  a  most  enjoyable  day  with  Prof. 
Younkin.  a.  c.  w. 


The  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  Pennsylvania  held  its  twenty- 
fourth  annual  meeting  at  New  Castle,  Lawrence  Co.,  June  3. 
The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : 

President Wood  Fulton,  Newcastle,  Lawrence  Co. 

1st  Vice  President Winter  O.  Keffer,  Coalport,  Clearfield  Co. 

2nd  Vice  President. . .  J.  S.  Dodge,  Pittsburg,  Allegheny  Co. 

Treasurer J.  R  Bangert,  Shippensville,  Wash.  Co* 

Rec.  Sec'y John  Kaye,  26th  and  Brown  St,  Phila. 

Cor.  Sec'y C.  E.  Spicer,  Centerville,  Crawford  Ca 

Consulting  Surgeon.. S.  G.  Foster,  Frankiin,  Venango  Ca 
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We  are,  without  doubt,  the  most  extensive  manufac- 
turers of  Orthopedic  Appliances  in  the  Central  States. 
Surgeons  and  physicians  entrusting  their  patients  to  us 
can  feel  assured  that,  through  our  extensive  experience, 
we  are  fully  able  to  furnish  the  most  modern  apparatus 
to  their  entire  satisfaction. 

Our  TRUSS  fitting  departments  are  in  charge  of 
expert  fitters,  and  our  facilities  for  supplying 

ELASTIC  8TOCKING8,  SUPPORTERS,  ETC. 
can  not  be  excelled. 
Correspondence  solicited. 

536  page    Catalogue   sent 
upon  request 


Max  Wocher  &  Son, 

Surgical  Instrument  Makers, 
X-Ray  Apparatus, 
Hospital  Furniture,  etc. 

23  West  Sixth  St. 
CINCINNATI.  O. 


ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  COLLEGE 

OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK, 

239  East  Fourteenth  St 

Excellent  facilities,  Chemical  and  Pathological  Laboratories, 
Dispensary  in  the  same  building. 
For  information  and  catalogue,  address 

G.  W.  BOSKOWITZ,  M.  D.,  Dean. 


Annuals  of  Eclectic  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

This  work,  as  most  of  our  readers  know,  was  published  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  Prof.  Ellingwood,  of  Chicago,  and  it  contains  the  transactions  and 
papers  of  a  dozen  of  the  prominent  Eclectic  State  Societies.  Volume  I, 
1890,  contains  337  pages,  and  was  originally  sold  at  $2.00  in  cloth.  Volume 
II,  1891,  contains  425  pages,  and  was  sold  at  $2.35.  Volume  III,  1892,  con- 
tains 444  pages,  and  sold  at  $3.00. 

We  have  made  arrangements  with  the  publisher  of  the  Chicago  Medical 
Times  to  offer  these  three  volumes  for  a  limited  time,  for  $5.00  net.  This 
will  give  any  one  a  fair  idea  of  the  value  of  the  series. 

The  SCUDDER  BROTHERS  CO.  Cincinnati,  0. 
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ECLECTIC  TEXT-BOOKS. 

The  following  list  contains  the  required  and  supplemental  text-books, 
with  bindings,  prices,  etc,  in  use  by  the  students,  and  recommended  by 
the  Faculty  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute.  All  these  books  are  listed 
at  student's  net  price  post-paid. 

First  Year  (aiso  preparatory  reading). 

Robinson's  Latin  Grammar  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy $1  75 

Steele's  Popular  Physics 1  00 

Burnet's  School  Zx>logy 75 

Gray's  Anatomy Sheep,  $6.39;  with  colored  plates,  $7.26;  5  53 

Kirke's  Physiology 8heep,$4.00;  8  25 

Lloyd's  Chemistry Sheep,  $2.91;  2  46 

Scudder's  Principles  of  Medicine Sheep,  $3.50;  2  75 

Cleveland's  Lexicon 75 

Or  Gould's  Dictionary Half  morocco,  $4  00 ;  3  25 

Or  Thomas'  Dictionary Sheep,  $3.33;  2  90 

Or  Dunglison's  Dictionary Sheep,  $7.28. 

Robe's  Hygiene J8  00 

Collateral  Reading, 

Parke's  Practical  Hygiene 2  50 

Morris  Practical  Anatomy 6  00 

Hay ne's  Guide  to  Dissection 1  00 

Holden's  Landmarks  of  Medicine  and  Surgery 1  00 

Second  Year. 

Locke's  Materia  Medica 2  28 

Tyson's  Manual  of  Physical  Diagnosis 1  25 

Stohrs'  Histology  3  00 

Collateral  Heading. 

Bigelow's  Plain  Talks  on  Electricity 100 

Beard  and  Rockwell's  Electricity M 50 

Loomis'  Physical  Diagnosis 2  75 

Third  Year. 

Nettleship's  Diseases  of  the  Eye 1  84 

McMillen's  Mental  and  Nervous  Diseases  (in  preparation) 2  00 

Green's  Pathology 2  57 

The  American  Text  Book  of  Surgery - 7  00 

Scudder's  Eclectic  Practice  of  Medicine Sheep,  $6.00;  5  25 

King's  Obstetrics  (Wintermute's  revision)  Sheep.  $5,50. 

Howe's  Fractures  and  Dislocations Sheep,  $3.00;  2  25 

Loomis' Physical  Diagnosis 2  75 

Collateral  Heading. 

Reese's  Medical  Jurisprudence 3  00 

Moullin'rt  Surgery 6  00 

Hyde's  Skin  Diseases Sheep,  $5.40;  4  55 

Scudder's  Venereal Sheep,  $4.00;  3  25 

Howe's  Gynaecology Sheep,  $3.57. 

Scudder's  Diseases  of  Women • Sheep.  $350;  2  75 

Scudder's  Diseases  of  Children Sheep,  $4.00;  3  25 

Fourth   Year. 
Collateral  Heading 

Hare's  Practical  Diagnosis 4  75 

Van  Harlingen's  Diseases  of  the  Skin 2  75 

By  ford's  Manual  of  Gynaecology , 2  50 

Swansey  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye 2  50 

DeSchweinitz  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye 4  00 

These  books  can  be  procured  from  any  medical  bookseller  in  the  Urge 
cities,  or  will  be  sent  postpaid  on  receipt  of  price  by 

The  SCUDDER  BROS.  CO.,  Cincinnati,  O. 
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Harrisburg  was  selected  as  the  next  place  of  meeting.  Several  very 
interesting  papers  were  read,  followed  by  discussion.  One  by  Dr.  A. 
B.  Woodward  on  "Prominent  Causes  of  Disease ;"  one  by  Dr.  John 
Kaye  on  "Man  and  His  Environments ;"  one  by  Dr.  C.  E.  Spicer,  all 
of  which  elicited  quite  animated  discussion.  The  following  commit- 
tees were  appointed ; 

New  Remedies J.  R  Borland,  J.  L.  Proper,  Wood  Fulton. 

Theory  and  Practice. L.  P.  O'Neale,  C.  E.  Spicer,  J.  S.  Kugler. 

Obstetrics W.  H.  Blake,  J.  H.  Hazen,  Wm.  Ranch. 

Surgery J.   R    Bangert,     Henry  Yeagley,    G.  D. 

Kughler 

The  annual  session  of  the  Nebraska  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society 
convened  June  7th,  according  to  program,  and  though  the  attendance 
was  not  as  large  as  was  hoped  for,  the  representation  was  good  and 
the  program  excellent  The  interest  has  not  flagged,  and  the  quality 
of  papero  was  good.     Election  of  officers  resulted  as  follows : 

President O.  E.  Moore,  York. 

1st  Vice  President A.  Opperman,  Auburn. 

2nd  Vice  President C.  H.  Rush,  Republican  City. 

3d  Vice  President W.  S.  Yager,  Omaha. 

Secretary F.  L.  Wilmuth,  Eagle. 

Treasurer L  D.  Howard,  Harvard. 


The  thirty-seventh  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Eclectic 
Medical  Society  was  held  at  the  Thorndike,  Boylston  Street,  Boston, 
June  3  and  4,  1897. 


PERSONALS. 

Bert  McWhinney,  of  the  class  of  '97,  is  nicely  located  at  Union 
City,  Ind. 

E.  M.  Gaige,  of  the  class  of  '97,  has  decided  to  settle  in  Magley, 
Adams  Co.,  Ind. 

Dr.  T.  O.  Glenn,  class  of  '95,  is  now  enjoying  a  boom  in  business 
at  Rixford,  Pa.,  where  he  recently  located. 

Dr.  E.  H.  Rogers,  class  of  '89,  knows  how  to  do  a  big  business  at 
Bloomer,  Wis. 

Dr.  G.  L.  Arnold,  of  Cambridge,  O.,  attends  to  a  large  practice  and 
also  manages  a  good  drug  business. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Harley  is  doing  very  nicely  in  and  around  Hollansburg, 
Ohio.    He  is  still  a  good  student 

Dr.  R.  M.  Howe,  of  Edinburg,  Ind.,  assures  us  that  he  can  locate 
a  good  Eclectic,  or  two,  in  places  where  a  good  living  can  be  made 
from  the  start,  and  where  the  right  man  can  have  and  hold  the  best 
people  in  the  community-— a  good  man  can  make  $2,000  the  first  year. 
Write  him  for  particulars. 
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Dr.  C.  Vernon  Fox,  Amer.  Med.  Coll ,  1893,  leads  the  procession 
at  Tripp,  &  Dakota.    He  is  an  all  around  Eclectic. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Baldridge,  E.  M.  I.,  1873,  is  solidly  located  at  Terre 
Haute,  Ind.  His  son,  who  gave  promise  of  being  an  excellent  phy- 
sician, died  last  autumn  of  typhoid  fever. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Smith,  class  of  '78,  of  Hoagland,  Ind.,  recently  visited 
Cincinnati  and  his  Alma  Mater.  He  is  one  of  the  veteran  Eclectic 
Pension  Examiners. 


Died. — At  Payson,  Utah.  Julia  Holladay,  wife  of  Charles  L.  Ol- 
sen,  class  of  '98.  She  leaves  seven  children,  and  the  sympathy  of  the 
class  of  '98  is  extended  to  Mr.  Olsen  by  his  class-mates. 

Died. — At  Harrison,  Ohio,  in  May,  Dr.  John  D.  Bowles,  aged  92 
years  and  7  montha  Dr.  Bowles  was  the  father  of  Thomas  Bowles, 
E.  M  I.  1898.  l?r.  Bowles  was  a  native  of  England  and  a  London 
graduate.     He  practiced  medicine  at  Harrison  up  to  1878. 


READING    NOTICES. 


In  the  treatment  of  diphtheria,  the  question  of  highest  importance 
to  the  physician  is  no  longer  what  remedy  he  shall  employ,  but  what 
form  of  the  remedy  will  give  him  the  promptest  and  best  results. 

The  recognized  remedy  in  this  malady  is  antitoxin.  It  is  as  impor- 
tant to  the  physician  to  decide  wisely  what  make  of  antitoxin  to  select 
as  it  is  to  select  antitoxin  as  the  remedy.  Shall  he  select  the  foreign 
or  the  domestic  product?  Again  and  again  it  has  been  shown  that  the 
foreign  product  is  not  superior  to  the  domestic.  Indeed,  the  latter 
has  been  shown  to  possess  advantages  over  the  foreign  product  in  be- 
ing fresher  and  more  concentrated.  Mulford's  "extra  potent"  is  the 
most  concentrated  antitoxin  on  the  market,  and  can  be  secured  per- 
fectly fresh  from  any  leading  druggist 


Valuable  Hypnotic  in  Pneumonia. — The  necessity  of  overcoming 
the  insomnia  attending  certain  cases  of  pneumonia,  ought  to  be  evi- 
dent to  every  physician.  Probably  nothing  known  to  the  profession 
can  alleviate  the  distressing  symptom  of  sleeplessness  so  satisfactorily 
and  with  so  few  after-effects,  as  Bromidia,  By  the  use  of  this  reliable 
preparation,  we  can  obviate  the  effects  of  losing  sleep,  and  at  the  same 
time  feel  that  the  heart's  action  is  unimpaired,  a  dire  calamity  in  a 
pneumonic  process. — Vermont  Med.  Monthly. 


Dr.  E.  F.  West,  of  San  Francisco,  writes :  "  I  have  used  Palpe- 
brine  with  excellent  results  in  ophthalmia  neonatorum  of  severe  types, 
cleansing  the  eyes  with  a  25  per  cent,  solution  every  half  hour,  a  few 
drops  of  full  strength  applied  four  times  a  day/' 
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SANMETTO 


FOR 


GENITOURINARY  DISEASES. 


ASditttflcBlwdlig  o!  TneSutaj  aid  Saw  Palmetto  li  a  Pleasant  Aromatic  VeUcli. 
A  Vitalizing  Tonio  to  the  Reproductive  System. 

SPECIALLY  VALUABLE  IN 

PROSTATIC  TROUBLES  OF  OLD  MEN-IRRITABLE  BLADDER- 

CYSTITIS-URETHRITIS-PRE-SENILITY. 


OWfc-OntTi 


Fwr  Hats  a  Dtf . 


OD  CHEM.  CO.,  NEW  YORK. 
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4fcfc*Ukifc*Ufc)ufcifcfc 


STANDARD  REMEDIES 


DTOVTUTT WWT  A    The  most  powerful  and  trustworthy 

***w  w  *»  «  **^  *«**»  Uterine  Tonio  attainable  (eminent  gy- 
naecologists bear  testimony  to  this)  in  dysmenorrhoea,  amenorrhoea,  monor- 
rhagia, leucorrhcea,  subinvolution,  threatened  abortion,  vomiting  in  preg- 
nancy, chlorosis,  etc. 

PATPPPPTW  A  most  Reliable  Remedy  in  External 
X-ilJjjrXiJWXJXXi  B?e  Diseases.  Highlv  recommended  in 
simple,  acute,  and  chronic  catarrhal,  venereal,  blennorrnoeal  and  strumous 
or  scrof uluous  conjunctivitis,  marginal  blepharitis,  and  inflammation  of  the 
lachrymal  sac.     Sample  of  Palpebrine  mailed  free. 

NTTTnnSTNT!  The  Standard  Neurotic,  Anodyne,  and 
a*aj\*  ttV0A£*  ma  Hypnotic.  Unexcelled  in  hysteria,  epilepsy, 
neurasthenia,  mania,  chorea,  uterine  congestion,  migraine,  neuralgia,  ana  all 
sonrulsive  and  reflex  neuroses.     It  contains  no  morphine  or  chloral 

BENNIN E     The  New  Atnerican  Antiseptic.    Unexcelled  as 
a  dry  dressing.     Entirely  odorless.    A  specific  in 
rid  sores,  ulcers,  bubo,  exzema,  pruritus,  burns,  scalds,  eta   Sample  of  Sen- 
tine  mailed  free. 

Pamphlets  illustrated  with  Uterus  and  Appendages,  and  Cerebral  Localiza- 
ion  Lithographs,  Formulas  and  Commendations  mailed  on  application. 
Samples  (full  size)  free,  physicians  paying  express  charges. 

DIOS  CHEMICAL  CO.  St  Louis,  Mo.,  u.  s.  a. 
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Shepard's  Sanitarium,  Columbus,  0. 

TWO  DEPARTMENTS.  ON  THE  COTTAGE  PLAN. 

a.  Department  for  Hervoua  and  Chronic  Diaoaioa. 

b.  Department  fbr  Mental  Diieaeee, 

For  44  yean  Dr.  Shepard  has  successfully  conducted  this  private  institution. 
Massage  has  always  been  used  with  other  modenn  treatment  as  indicated. 

The  Department  for  Mental  Diseases  is  warmed  by  a  hot  water  and  hot  air. 
We  give  constant  personal  supervision  and  furnish  night  attendants. 
Alcoholic  and  Morphine  habits  Treated* 
EUctricily  and  Electric  Baths  used. 
Many  improvements  have  recently  been  made.    Patients  find  the  Sanitarium 
a  beautiful  place,  where  they  secure  rest  and  comfort  while  being  treated. 
Write  us,  state  patient's  condition,  and  ask  for  terms  of  admission. 
Professional  Correspondence     pkMmij^mm  f  WM.  SHEPARD,  M.  D, 

Solicited.  niynaam,  j  BIBHOp  McMILLEN,  1C  D. 

Telephone  889.  Shspabd's  Sanitabium,  Columbus,  0. 


Doctor: 

Your  library  is  not  complete  without  the  Hypnotic  Magazine. 
Cost  of  this  handsome  monthly,  including  premium  book  on 
Suggestive  Therapeutics  is  only  One  Dollar  ($1.00)  a  year. 
THE  PSYCHIC  PUBLISHING  CO. 

B7  Rfth  Avenne,  CHICAGO. 


DOCTOR! 

Ask  any  Doctor  who  reads  the 

Chicago  Medical  Times 

regularly,  and  our  word  for  it,  he 
will  say  it  is  one  of  the 

BEST  ECLECTIC 

MEDICAL  JOURNALS 
PUBLISHED. 

It  is  newsv,  breezy,  spicy,  read- 
ble,  thoroughly  scientific,  highly 
moral,  and  right  up  to  the  times  in 
specific  medicine  and  direct  thera- 
peutics. Sample  sent  on  aplica- 
tion     Terms  $2.00  per  year. 

Address  the  editor, 
FUTIaBY   BLLINGWOOD,  M.  D. 
103  State  St.,  Chicago. 


CALIFORNIA 

Medical  Journal 

Eclectic  is  Fiber  and  Fabric.  .  . 
.  .  A  Continued  Post-Graduate  Cora*. 

Filled  with  Original  New  and 
Practical  Articles. 

The  Latest  and  Best  in  Surgery 
and  General  Medicine. 

Taken  by  Progressive  Physicians 
of  All  Schools. 

$1.50  PER  ANNUM. 

.   .  ADDRESS   .   . 

1422  Folsom  St., 

SAN  FBAHCIS00. 
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I  gave  Sanmetto  to  Mra  H,  aged  28  years,  for  frequent  micturition 
and  tenderness  in  region  of  the  kidneys.  Patient  was  compelled  to 
rise  four  or  five  times  during  the  night,  passing  nearly  a  half  a  gallon 
of  urine  during  this  tima  After  using  a  bottle  of  Sanmetto  she  was 
greatly  relieved,  but  instead  of  getting  more  Sanmetto,  as  I  directed, 
patient  was  induced  by  her  druggist  to  get  a  preparation  of  palmetto. 
This  had  no  appreciable  effect  whatever.  Patient  is  now  using  San- 
metto, and  is  not  likely  to  be  imposed  upon  again. 

W.  C.  Habtshobnb,  Cross,  Okla. 


There  are  about  175  medical  colleges  in  the  United  States,  the  sev- 
eral schools  of  practice  being  represented  as  follows :  regular,  120 ; 
homoeopathic,  19;  eclectic,  7;  physio-medical,  2;  unclassified,  12.  8 
are  for  women  exclusively,  5  of  this  number  being  regular,  2  homoeo- 
pathic, and  1  eclectic.  4  are  for  colored  students.  8  are  dedicated 
to  co-education. 


Glandular  fever  was  recently  the  subject  of  an  interesting  discus- 
sion before  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society.  Dr.  Albert  E. 
Boussel  (Medical  Bulletin),  who  reported  four  cases,  concluded  that 
we  are,  in  reality,  dealing  with  a  group  of  symptoms  in  the  main  suf- 
ficiently distinct  to  merit  the  designation  of  a  disease.  These  cases 
all  occurred  in  one  family,  and  this  would  seem  to  emphasize  their  in- 
fectious or  contagious  nature.  Except,  perhaps,  in  one  instance,  the 
glandular  swelling  was  unilateral  and  observed  within  the  first  thirty- 
six  hours.  The  surrounding  skin  was  normal,  and  in  no  instance  did 
suppuration  result  There  was  no  involvement  of  glands  in  other 
parts  of  the  body,  no  enlargement  of  the  spleen  and  liver,  and  no  al- 
bumen was  present  in  the  urine.  Dr.  Boussel  states  that  the  treat- 
ment in  these  cases  is  necessarily  symptomatic,  The  use  of  small 
doses  of  calomel  at  the  onset  has,  according  to  different  observers, 
been  of  benefit  He  has  also  made  use  of  small  doses  of  Salophen, 
which  seemed  to  somewhat  relieve  the  pain  and  general  malaisa  The 
administration  of  iron  is  indicated  during  convalescence.  In  view  of 
the  increasing  interest  shown  in  glandular  fever  during  recent  years, 
it  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  Dr.  Roussel's  suggestions  as  to  the  value  of 
Salophen  in  alleviating  the  general  discomfort. 


A  dentist  has  been  arrested  and  fined  in  Berlin  for  announcing 
himself,  on  his  office  sign,  as  a  "doctor  of  dentistry"  from  an  Ameri- 
can college.  The  court  declared  that  the  law  prohibited  such  display 
of  foreign  dental  titles  in  Germany, 
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Deering  J.  Roberts,  M.  D.,  editor  Southern  Practitioner,  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  states :  "Neurosine,  not  containing  opium,  morphine,  or 
chloral,  makes  it  more  commendable,  as  we  all  know  the  dangers  re- 
sulting from  the  use  of  such  hypnotics  and  narcotics,  and  the  general 
unsuitability  of  drugs  of  this  class  in  the  treatment  of  all  nervous  dis- 
eases. I  have  found  Neurosine  so  uniformly  satisfactory  that  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  let  others  know  the  benefit  I  have  derived  from  its  use." 

J.  L,  Ridley,  M.  D.,  Huntsville  Ala.,  writes :  "  I  have  used  S.  H. 
Kennedy's  Extract  of  Pinus  Canadensis,  both  white  and  dark.  I  can 
frequently  cure  gonorrhoea  without  any  other  remedy.  I  use  either 
as  an  injection,  and  prescribe  the  dark  internally,  where  there  is  irri- 
tibility  about  the  mouth  of  the  bladder.  I  have  learned  to  regard  it 
as  a  specific.  In  chronic  cystitis  I  have  derived  great  benefit  from  it, 
and  in  leucorrhcea  it  relieves  when  many  other  remedies  fail.  It  is  a 
valuable  remedy,  and  I  have  had  marked  success  with  it 


France  has  17,600  doctors.  The  universities  create  about  660  new 
ones  each  year,  and  during  the  same  period  death  removes  450  from 
the  JSsculapian  field. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  held  recently 
in  Washington,  Dr.  John  H.  Mclntyre  reported  ten  selected  cases  of 
laparotomy,  with  remarks.     From  this  paper  we  quote  as  followB : 

"I  use  but  little  opium  or  morphia,  for  the  reason  that  these  drugs, 
by  locking  up  the  secretions,  limit  the  power  of  elimination,  and  there- 
fore favor  septicaemia.  For  over  a  year  past,  in  cases  of  laparotomy, 
where  pain  and  rise  of  temperature  were  present,  I  have  used  anti- 
kamnia  in  ten-grain  doses,  with  the  happiest  effects." 


Philadelphia,  July  22,  1896. 
Dr.  J.  P.  Marvin— Dear  Sir :   I  have  used  a  sample  of  Acetanilid 
Compound  with  satisfaction.    Enclosed  find  one  dollar  for  mora 

Yours  truly,  A.  Layman. 

May,  1897.—  Dr.  Layman  is  now  using  two  dollars'  worth  about 
every  two  months. 

W.  Irving  Hyslop,  M  D.,  4408  Chestnut  St,  West  Philadelphia, 
says :  "I  have  used  Celerina  quite  largely  both  in  private  and  hos- 
pital practice,  and  with  gratifying  results.  It  is  void  of  repugnant 
taste  and  is  readily  retained  by  the  stomach.  My  experience  with 
Celerina  has  been  confined  chiefly  to  its  use  in  nervous  diseases,  par- 
ticularly loss  of  nerve  power,  and  the  opium  habit,  in  which  condi- 
tions it  has  served  me  well,  and  I  shall  continue  to  prescribe  it  both 
in  private  and  hospital  practice. 


The  latest  specialty  suggested  is  'Diseases  of  the  Aged." 
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EMPIRICISM-ECHINACBA.* 

By  John  Uri  Lloyd,  Ph.  fl.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

T  X  7~HEN  yet  young  the  writer  of  this  paper  sought  advice  con- 
V  V     cerning  some  business  problems.  The  gentleman  consulted, 
Mr.  Chas  Reakirt,  an  old  druggist  and  a  man  of  concerns,  prominent 
in  the  business  life  of  Cincinnati,  listened  patiently  and  then  in  sub- 
stance remarked  :    "Plan  as  you  may,  things  will  not  go  in  the  track 
you  map.      It  is  well  enough  to  work  with  an  object,  but  it  is  a  mis- 
take to  force  things  if  events  show  your  views  to  be  erroneous  or  prove 
that  your  labor  will  be  lost     Take  advantage  of  the  conditions  about 
you,  do  not  get  out  of  patience  with  others  in  case  they  do  not  see 
problems  as  you  see  them,  and  do  not  neglect  a  chance  to  work  in  a 
field  that  is  not  exactly  adapted  to  your  taste  because  of  the  fact 
that  you  can  not  occupy  the  position  you  desire  to  reach.      You  may 
plan  to  do  one  thing,  but  may  often  be  forced  to  do  the  opposite. 
You  may  imagine  that  you  see  an  opportunity  in  one  direction  and 
will  make  a  failure  in  that  direction,  then  reverse  your  pre-planned 
course  and  success  follows.    Look  for  many  disappointments  in  what- 
ever you  plan,  and  for  success  in  directions  you  can  not  foresee.    Be 
patient,  be  prudent,  be  industrious,  attend  strictly  to  business  accord- 
ing to  true  business  methods,  and  let  the  future  take  care  of  itself." 
The  subject  which  led  me  to  consult  the  experienced  old  man  proved 
to  be  a  failure,  but  the  lesson  he  gave  was  retained.      I  have  since 
questioned  more  than  once  as  to  whether  he  did  not  forsee  that  end, 
and,  fearing  to  discourage  one  so  young  and  hopeful  as  I  was  then, 

•  Read  before  the  Ohio  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 
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prepared  my  mind  for  that  disappointment  by  encouraging  me  to 
persevere  in  other  lines  after  the  one  I  had  planned  to  take  had  run 
its  course. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  my  study  of  men  and  events  has  since  impressed 
me  with  the  fact  that  life's  track  is  thickly  spread  with  the  skeletons 
of  carefully  planned  schemes  and  foreseen  successes,  which  unper- 
ceived  conditions  have  swept  into  their  final  resting  places. 

In  no  place  ,do  we  find  this  helplessness  of  man  in  the  face  of  nature 
better  depicted  than  in  that  of  medicine.  In  no  other  field  so  close  to 
science  does  science  stand  aside  while  chance  stalks  on  and  on,  scat- 
tering to  the  winds  the  foresight  of  scholars  and  of  those  who  hope 
to  calculate  by  rule. 

Regardless  of  the  eulogistic  opinions  of  those  who,  wrapped  in  op- 
timistic or  egotistical  mantles,  hold  aloft  the  phantom  banner,  on 
which  is  inscribed,  "The  Science  of  Medicine,"  do  I  believe  that 
there  is  no  true  science  of  medicine  unless  it  be  that  chance  and  em- 
piricism dominate  the  progress  of  medicine, 

Empiricism  precedes  science.  It  is  no  discredit  to  a  man  to  say 
that  by  empirical  methods  he  is  contributing  to  the  evolution  of  science. 
So,  in  whatever  field  the  lot  of  the  physician  is  cast,  his  work  is 
creditable,  if  it  adds  a  fact  now  and  then  for  the  use  of  him  who,  in 
a  time  to  come,  will  formulate  order  out  of  the  collection. 

Empiricism  rules  medicine  of  to-day  with  an  iron  hand ;  chance 
leads  with  irresistible  force,  and  in  the  clutches  of  these  two  mighty 
agencies  the  earnest  men  who  work  and  think  and  cry  aloud  in  their 
hearts  and  in  their  souls  for  a  law  that  will  turn  disorder  into  method, 
that  will  create  a  science  out  of  chaos,  are  helpless.  There  are  several 
sections  in  medicine,  all  alike  struggling  to  excel,  none  are  perfect 

It  matters  little  whether  I  speak  to  him  who  cries :  "We  are  the 
people,  "or  to  him  who  cries :  "We  are  the  people, "  or  yet  to  him  who 
says :  "We  are  the  people ;"  'tis  but  the  change  of  the  accent  of  a 
word.  No  man  is  crying  the  truth  when  he  cries  aloud  :  "  We  have 
the  science  of  medicine."  Until  the  leaders  of  his  peculiar  section 
evidence  that  fact  by  laws  that  agree  one  with  another,  and  that  their 
followers  can  grasp  by  methods  common  to  true  science,  his  science(T) 
in  the  eyes  of  men  of  science,  is  empiricism. 

Empiricism  governed  medicine  to  the  days  of  our  fathers ;  empiri- 
cism governed  medicine  through  the  days  of  our  fathers,  empiricism 
governs  medicine  also  in  our  own  day,  and  he  who  does  not  acknow- 
ledge this  fact  flatters  himself.  This  is  a  bare  assertion,  but  is  argu- 
ment necessary  to  convince  him  who  thinks  and  observes?  Together 
we  of  the  medical  profession  and  the  pharmacal  art  are  treading  our  way, 
and  sorting  the  chaff  from  the  grain.  We  turn  from  the  aboriginee 
to  the  man  of  science.  We  take  from  one  and  from  the  other ;  we 
adopt  the  good,  reject  the  bad,  and  pass  along.  And  in  this  move- 
ment of  cultivated  men  struggling  for  materials  and  experiences  by 
which  to  formulate  rules  and  laws  by  means  of  which  medicine  can 
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some  day  be  formulated  into  an  exact  science,  the  aboriginee  stands 
conspicuous  as  the  friend  that  has  done  the  most  in  helpful  original 
experimentation  for  the  unborn  science  of  medicine.  Surely  the  most 
in  the  put*  possibly  he  is  doing  the  most  in  the  present 

Take  from  medicine  those  substances  introduced  to  the  profession 
by  the  aborigines,  and  those  that  the  profession  stumbled  over  by 
chance,  and  "  the  science/'  would  be  irretrievably  crippled.  Leave  in 
medicine  only  the  remedies  introduced  by  scientific  calculation  as  to 
their  therapeutic  value,  and  thej  shelves  of  the  apothecary  will  be 
depleted. 

Begin  the  list  of  remedies  introduced  from  outside  with  ipecac,  the 
gift  of  Eastern  South  America,  continue  with  cinchona  from  Western 
South  America,  add  thereto  calabar  from  the  African*  pass  to  opium  in 
Asia,  podophyllum  and  a  host  of  valuable  remedies  from  North  Amer- 
ica, jalap  from  Mexico,  kava  from  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  then, 
with  this  start,  swing  around  the  world  from  continent  to  continent, 
island  to  island.  Everywhere  stands  the  wild  man  holding  out  his  hand 
within  which  is  to  be  found  a  drug  that  could  only  be  established  as 
a  remedy  by  experimentation,  empiricism. 

As  in  chemistry  we  have  passed  from  the  empirical  formula  to  the 
rational,  and  then  to  the  graphic,  so  I  could  venture  to  name  as  step- 
ping stones  in  the  upstairs  of  medicine  the  primary  empiricist  (uned- 
ucated wild  man  and  domestic  herbalist),  the  rational  empiricist  (ed- 
ucated physician),  but  as  yet  no  man  in  medicine  is  independent  of 
experimentation,  no  physician  can  take  the  plants  of  our  fields,  yet  to 
become  drugs,  and  by  means  of  law  and  science  prejudge  as  to  their 
effects  on  man  in  either  health  or  disease.  In  the  ranks  of  the  rational 
empiricists  stand  observing  physicians ;  the  next  step  upward  awaits 
yet  the  master  hand  of  science. 

These  are  bold  words  for  one  outside  the  field  of  medicine  to  use, 
but  they  are  the  result  of  careful  thought,  and  express  opinions  for- 
mulated by  close  study  of  men  in  every  section  of  the  field  of  medi- 
cine. Empiricism  dominates  the  therapy  advance  of  every  school ; 
credit  empiricism  by  the  choicest  remedies  in  medicine ;  strike  them 
from  existence  and  they  could  again  only  be  re-discovered  by  empir- 
ical methods.  By  no  means  known  to  man  can  you  of  the  medical 
profession,  from  a  scientific  standpoint,  establish  the  therapeutic  value 
of  any  of  these  drugs.  Neither  can  you,  by  any  means  at  your  com- 
mand, tell  why  they  possess  their  peculiar  qualities.  Your  profes- 
sional work  neither  gives  a  law  for  the  first  nor  the  second  part,  and 
you  have  no  rule  to  join  the  first  to  the  second.  The  engineer  will 
project  his  line  and  calculate  its  course  with  precision,  the  chemist 
will  predict  the  future  compound  by  law,  the  botanist  classifies  new 
plants  that  come  to  his  hand,  by  scientific  relationships,  but  the  phy- 
sician struggles  in  experimentation,  ignorant  of  any  law  that  will  tell 
whether  a  new  vegetable  drug  will  purge  or  vomit 
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While  it  is  true  that  in  some  cases  botanical  relationships  of  drugs 
are  followed  by  similar  medicinal  actions,  it  is  no  less  true  that  were 
we  to  depend  on  such  relationships,  the  most  discordant  results  would 
follow.  The  deadly  calabar  bean  is  close  to  the  edible  bean  of  out 
garden,  the  harmless  yellow  poppy  of  our  woods  is  linked  to  the  opi- 
um poppy,  the  edible  fruit  of  the  mandrake  is  scarcely  twelve  inches 
from  the  vicious  root  that  nourishes  it,  the  kernel  of  the  anacardium 
is  prone  against  the  shell  whose  juice  blisters  the  skin  and  produces 
a  suppurating  sore  by  contact  only.  Who  of  those  conspicuous  to- 
day in  medicine  will  venture  by  his  science  to  affix  to  these  drugs  their 
physiological  or  therapeutical  differences  or  qualities. 

Neither  can  the  other  sciences  give  physicians  much  assistance. 
True  it  is  that  many  ethers  have  qualities  that  make  them  resemble 
each  other,  true  that  many  iodine  compounds  bear  a  similarity  in  their 
physiological  actions,  true  that  the  action  of  some  of  the  synthetical 
products,  from  their  chemical  relationships,  have  been  anticipated; 
but  the  most  unexpected  deviations  from  any  rule  are  common.  But 
exclusive  of  these  the  fact  remains  that,  as  empiricists,  to-day  the 
medical  profession  is  following  empiricism  of  the  past. 

But  this  fact,  in  case  I  am  right,  should  not  prevent  us  from  moving 
onward.  The  facing  of  a  fact  does  no  man  an  injury.  The  empiri- 
cist precedes  the  man  of  science,  and  the  work  of  empiricism  finally 
gives  us  data  that  enables  men  to  formulate  laws,  until  at  last,  science 
is  born.  Everywhere  we  find  noble  men  studying  to  raise  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  from  empiricism  into  her  place  among  the  sciences. 
They  search  nature  in  the  laboratories  of  our  universities,  and  in  the 
backwoods.  The  record  that  is  being  made  is  not  the  property  of  any 
one  school  or  ism ;  it  is  not  confined  to  physicians  who  wear  broad- 
cloth, nor  is  it  bound  to  those  who  climb  the  mountain  or  wade  in  the 
mire.  Until  medicine  becomes  a  science  there  will  be  room  for  em- 
piricism ;  until  medicine  is  dominated  by  laws  that  predict  the  future, 
and  explain  the  present,  there  can  be  no  conscientious  slur  cast  upon 
those  men  who  strive  by  experimentation  and  observation  to  add  their 
mite  to  the  fund  that  in  time  to  come  will  surely  extricate  medicine 
from  her  present  position. 

ECHINACEA. 

Conspicuous  among  those  who  have  by  rational  experimental  meth- 
ods enriched  the  materia  medica  of  the  world,  stands  the  section  in 
medicine  with  which  my  life  has  been  closely  affiliated.  The  world 
has  profited  by  our  experimentation ;  the  American  materia  medica 
has  been  more  largely  developed  by  us  than  by  others.  Empiricists 
in  the  sense  that  we  believe  in  careful  investigation,  we  have  labored 
more  than  Half  a  century,  and  still  observing,  experimenting,  study- 
ing the  actions  of  drugs,  we  go  on  in  the  good  work.  Be  it  said  to 
our  credit,  that  we  are  not  ashamed  of  the  word  experiment ;  the  term 
empiricist  has  for  us  no  terror.  And  perhaps  it  may  be  truthfully 
said,  that  as  an  outcome  to  this  experimentation,  Specific  Medication 
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stands  conspicuous  as  the  most  rational  system  of  medication,  although 
no  system  is  yet  perfected. 

Among  the  most  conspicuous  recent  examples  of  the  empiricist's 
work,  stands  the  drug  Echinacea,  which  heads  this  paper,  and  that 
has  a  history  which  might  well  be  the  subject  of  a  romance — a  history 
that,  as  I  unravel  it  from  the  data  at  my  command,  and  which  is  at 
the  command  only  of  him  who  writes  this  paper,  calls  to  mind  vividly 
the  method  of  the  empiricist,  and  the  obligation  we  are  under  to  the 
primary  empiricist.  The  world  is  familiar  with  the  work  of  our  old 
friend,  Prof.  John  King — he  who  fifty  years  ago  discovered  podophyl- 
lin  by  accident — he  who,  for  more  than  half  a  century,  strove  to  de- 
velop the  American  materia  medica — he  who  did  more  in  this  direc- 
tion than  any  other  man,  living  or  dead,  and  who  tottered  into  his 
grave  investigating  still,  leaving  the  profession  as  a  final  legacy  the 
drag  echinacea.  Had  it  not  been  for  him,  echinacea  would  have 
slumbered  (long  at  least)  unknown  to  the  medical  profession.  The 
time  has  come  for  the  world  to  know  of  the  last  work  of  John  King, 
and  to  know  of  the  importance  of  this  drug  in  the  estimation  of  that 
prince  of  rational  empirical  investigators. 

Discovery  of  Echinacea. — In  the  fall  of  1885,  I  received  from  Dr. 
H.  C.  F.  Meyers,  of  Pawnee  City,  Nebraska,  the  root  of  a  plant  that 
he  wished  named.  He  stated  that  he  used  it  in  making  "Meyers' 
Blood  Purify  or,"  and  his  letter  head  heralded  that  remedy  in  large 
type.  At  the  same  time  he  sent  Prof.  John  King  a  bottle  of  the 
preparation,  making  for  it  the  most  exaggerated  claims.  King  in- 
formed Dr.  Meyers  that  he  could  do  nothing  with  a  secret  mixture ; 
that  if  he  wished  it  presented  to  the  medical  profession  through  him, 
the  drugs  entering  into  its  composition  must  be  public.  At  the  same 
time  I  wrote  him  that  the  plant  could  not  be  determined  from  the 
root  alone.  Under  date  of  June  7th,  1886,  Dr.  Meyers  then  sent  me  a 
large  box  of  the  root,  and  again,  Sept.  28,  1886,  mailed  the  whole 
plant.  This  proved  to  be  echinacea  angustifolia  D.  C.  Still  the  ex- 
aggerated claims  of  Dr.  Meyers  in  behalf  of  the  remedy,  which  he 
claimed  would  cure  nearly  everything  from  rattle  snake  bite  to  typhoid 
fever,  led  me  to  discredit  it  entirely.  Not  so  with  Prof.  King,  who 
proposed  to  sift  the  chaff  from  the  grain,  and  for  whom  I  at  once 
instituted  several  series  of  experiments  with  echinacea  in  a  pharmacal 
direction. 

Introduction  to  the  Profession. — By  advice  of  Dr.  King,  speci- 
mens of  his  preparation  and  of  the  drug  were  submitted  by  Dr.  Mey- 
ers to  other  Eclectic  physicians,  among  whom  was  Dr.  I.  J.  M.  Goes, 
of  Atlanta,  Ga.,who  became  an  enthusiastic  advocate  of  echinacea — 
almost  as  enthusiastic  as  was  Dr.  Myers ;  and  Prof.  H.  T.  Webster, 
M.  D.,  of  Oakland,  CaL,  who  used  the  preparation  made  by  me  for 
King,  and  who  then  advocated  it  highly  in  his  Dynamical  Thera- 
peutics. 

In  1887,Prof.  King  wrote  a  paper  (KM.  Journal, p  209)  on  the  drug, 
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and  in  1893,  C.  G.  Lloyd  {Eclectic  Annual,  Vol  IV.,  p.  332),  who 
named  the  plant  for  Dr.  Meyers,  contributed  a  paper  on  the  drug. 
During  this  time  and  afterward  as  well,  Prof.  Gobs  mentioned  the  rem- 
dy  frequently  and  under  the  advice  and  authority  of  Prof.  King,  who 
ultimately  became  a  strong  advocate  of  its  virtues,  the  house  of  Lloyd 
Brothers  finally  introduced  preparations  of  echinacea  to  the  medical 
profession.     These  were  employed  by  physicians  generally,  who  wrote 
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frequent  articles  for  the  journals,  and  at  the  present  day,  eleven  years 
after  it  was  brought  to  our  attention,  the  drug  may  be  said  to  be  estab- 
lished in  Eclecticism.  Soon  we  may  expect  it  will  become  known  to 
physicians  of  other  schools,  and  no  doubt  Eclecticism,  in  a  time  to 
come,  will  be  duly  credited  with  the  introduction  of  the  valuable 
remedy,  echinacea. 

Characteristics. — Echinacea  root  has  a  brown  or  brown-red  color. 
It  is  much  wrinkled  longitudinally,  and  the  folds  of  the  shrunken 
epidermis  often  twist  about  the  root  in  spiral  form.  When  sliced 
transversely,  the  yellowish  medullary  rays  are  seen  to  be  separated 
from  each  other  by  a  greenish  pulp,  and  when  the  dried  root  is  broken 
the  fracture  presents  the  appearance  of  having  been  afflicted  with  dry 
rot  Upon  chewing  the  root  of  prime  echinacea,  a  sweetish  taste  pre- 
sents itself,  which,  upon  prolonged  chewing,  becomes  acrid  and  finally 
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tingling,  which  remains  long  to  affect  the  tongue.  This  sensation 
reminds  us  of  aconite,  but  it  is  devoid  of  the  benumbing  quality  of 
aconite.  Indeed,  more  than  one  physician  has  inferred  from  this  sim- 
ilarity of  taste,  that  by  mistake  aconite  had  been  sold  under  the  echi- 
nacea labeL  In  early  experience  with  the  drug  I  found  insipid,  taste- 
less lots  that  proved  worthless  in  medicine.  These  specimens  all 
came  from  low  lands  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  for  the  plant  is  not 
confined  exclusively  to  the  West  Unquestionably  those  who  depend 
on  the  crude  root  as  a  standard,  will  find  great  variation  in  product. 

Echinacea  contains  minute  amounts  of  a  colorless  alkaloid,  which, 
however,  does  not  constitute  the  therapeutical  qualities  of  the  drug. 
It  contains  much  sugar  and  large  amounts  of  coloring  matters  which 
prove  injurious  if  allowed  to  remain  in  its  preparations.  The  sensible 
constituent  is  a  colorless  organic  substance  of  acid  re-action,  which  is 
intensely  acrid  and  persistent— distressingly  so  in  a  pure  condition. 
It  exists  in  prime  echinacea  in  minute  amounts,  less  than  one-half  of 
one  per  cent 

Summary, — In  echinacea  the  medical  profession  has  unquestionably 
a  conspicuous  remedy,  one  that  a  careful  test  of  eleven  years  induces 
me  to  believe  is  destined  to  assume  an  important  place  in  the  materia 
medica. 

The  drug  was  first  introduced  by  Dr.  H.  C.  F,  Meyers,  of  Pawnee 
City,  Neb.,  1885,  in  his  "Meyers'  Blood  Purifyer,"  which,  however, 
had  been  in  use  by  him  previous  to  that  date.  It  was  next  studied 
by  Prof,  John  King,  of  Cincinnati,  then  by  Prof.  H,  T.  Webster,  of 
Oakland,  CaL,  and  Prof.  I.  J.  M.  Goes,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  Through 
the  efforts  of  those  men  and  the  writer  of  this  paper,  the  preparations 
of  echinacea  became  known  to  Eclectic  physicians.  The  plant  was 
identified  and  named  for  Dr.  Meyers  by  Mr.  C.  G.  Lloyd  in  1886, 

Early  experimentation  with  the  drug  was  done  by  the  writer  of  this 
paper,  who,  for  many  years,  united  with  Prof.  King,  Prof.  Webster, 
and  others  in  determining  the  exacting  question  as  to  what  constituted 
its  most  representative  preparation  and  what  condition  of  climate  and 
soil  favored  the  growth  of  the  best  drug. 

The  writer  must  conclude  from  this  study  that  great  variation  ex- 
ists in  the  crude  drug  and  also  that  many  difficulties  will  be  experi- 
enced by  those  who  become  interested,  as  has  the  writer,  in  the  prob- 
lem of  making  a  perfect  echinacea  preparation. 

For  making  tincture  of  echinacea,  or  a  fluid  extract,  the  most  suit- 
able menstruum  is  a  mixture  of  alcohol,  four  parts ;  water,  one  part. 
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THE    SYRACUSE   MEDICAL   COLLEGE.  (Eclectic.) 
By  Alexander  Wilder,  n.  D„  Newark,  N.  J. 

FROM  the  period  of  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain  the  medical 
conflict  in  the  counties  of  New  York  was  carried  on  between  the 
legalized  school  of  physicians  and  the  reform  practitioners  with  unre 
lenting  fierceness.  The  battles  were  fought  in  the  courts  and  legisla- 
tures with  varying  success.  Favorable  legislation  was  several  times 
defeated  by  parliamentary  trickery.  The  malevolence  exhibited  was 
equal  to  that  which  had  been  employed  in  Spain  to  find  victims  to 
burn  at  the  auto  da  fe  of  the  Inquisition.  It  was  presently  discovered 
that  the  Reform  practitioners  and  their  friends  held  the  balance  of 
power  in  politics,  and  were  preparing  to  take  advantage  of  this  fact- 
The  democratic  legislature  of  1844,  under  the  lead  of  such  men  as 
Horatio  Seymour,  Sanford  E.  Church,  and  Speaker  Litchfield,  "Hun- 
kers," as  they  were  called,  boldly  took  the  matter  in  hand,  and  en- 
acted a  law  making  the  practice  of  medicine  free  to  all,  with  penalties 
only  for  gross  ignorance  and  malpractice. 

The  result,  as  might  be  expected,  was  greater  energy  for  profes- 
sional advancement  Medical  societies  became  more  numerous,  and 
the  curriculum  of  the  medical  colleges  was  materially  extended.  The 
Thomsonian  school,  however,  fell  off  somewhat  in  effort.  Its  leaders, 
the  intrepid  John  Thomson,  the  Laphams,  Burton,  and  others,  had 
died,  and  the  medical  journals,  which  they  had  published,  were  sus- 
pended. Thomson  had  endeavored  to  establish  a  medical  college  in 
some  one  of  the  rural  counties.  In  this  he  was  warmly  opposed  by  his 
father,  and  finally  the  matter  was  abandoned. 

Fresh  activity  was  now  manifested  in  the  more  wide  awake  counties 
of  Western  New  York     Reformed  and  Eclectic  medical  societies  were 
organized  about  the  years  1847  and  1848  in  Chautauqua,  Niagara,  Ge- 
nesee, Onondago,  Oswego,  Jefferson,  Oneida,  and  Chenango  counties. 
Among  the  men  active  in  these  movements  were  Orin  Davis,  J.  P. 
Bush,  C.  J.  Kenworthy,  Dr.  Beardsley,  of  Willett,  and  others  equally 
worthy,  whose  names  are  not  now  at  hand.      There  were  several  at- 
tempts to  establish  schools  for  instruction  of  students.     They  derived 
much  of  their  inspiration  from  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  then 
newly  incorporated,  and  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Morrow  and  his  asso- 
ciates.   Several  were  graduates  at  Worthington.   One  of  these  schools 
was  at  Fredonia,  and  Drs.  Benjamin  L.  Hill  and  Zoheth  Freeman 
were  instructors.    Another  was  at  Randolph,  in  Cataraugus  county,of 
which  Dr.  Stephen  H.  Potter  and  Charles  J.  Kenworthy  were  leading 
spirits.    Four  teachers  were  formerly  considered  ample  for  a  medical 
school.      It  had  not  become  the  fashion  for  a  score  or  more  of  doctors 
to  seek  to  advertise  themselves  by  being  considered  as  professors  when 
they  did  not  instruct     There  was  then  no  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion to  set  the  fashion  for  "irregulars. " 
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Neither  of  these  schools  had  authority  to  confer  medical  degrees, 
but  they  proposed  to  prepare  their  students  for  completing  their 
studies  at  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute.  It  was  hardly  possible  to 
secure  a  college  charter  from  the  legislature.  Although  the  act  of  1844 
had  taken  away  the  liability  to  prosecution,  the  influences  about  legis- 
latures was  strong  enough  to  prevent  any  measure  from  succeeding, 
which  should  place  medical  dissenters  on  the  footing  of  educated  men. 
It  had  always  been  the  policy  to  constitute  the  Standing  Committee 
oq  Medical  Colleges  in  the  House  of  the  Assembly  of  the  physicians 
in  that  body.  This  served  to  smother  and  crush  any  attempt  to  ob- 
tain a  charter,  and  this  course  was  vigorously  carried  out  at  the  dicta- 
tion of  the  State  Medical  Society. 

In  1846,  however,  a  new  constitution  was  adopted  in  which  was  a 
provision  for  the  enactment  of  general  laws  of  incorporation.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  legislature  of  1848  enacted  a  statute  providing  for  the 
incorporation  of  religious,  charitable,  scientific,  and  benevolent  soci- 
eties. Under  this  act,  five  persons  filing  a  certificate  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  county  clerk,  approved  by  a  justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  were  constituted  a  corporate  body  for  the  purpose  set  forth  in 
the  certificate.  It  was  held  generally  to  afford  ample  provisions  for 
the  chartering  of  educational  institutions,  and  several  colleges  were 
thus  incorporated.  Indeed,  in  1870,  a  supplementary  act  distinctly 
used  the  phrase,  * 'Every  college  or  university  incorporated  under  this 
act  or  the  act  to  which  this  is  supplementary." 

The  Reformed  physicians,  of  Western  N.  Y,,  saw  in  this  legislation 
an  opportunity  for  them  to  establish  a  medical  college.  A  convention 
assembled  at  Syracuse  in  1849,  and  organized  the  first  New  York  State 
Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Dr.  S.  H.  Potter  was  the  president.  He 
held  the  diploma  of  the  college  at  Worthington,  and  was  a  man  of 
great  force,  persuasive  eloquence,  and  imposing  presence.  His  prin- 
ciple rival  in  these  qualities  was  the  late  Dr.  R.  S.  Newton.  In  many 
respects  these  two  men  were  very  much  alike.  Another  man  of  equal 
energy  but  excelling  in  mental  attainments  was  Orin  Davis.  There 
were  others  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  name  them. 

It  was  resolved  to  concentrate  all  previous  enterprises,  and  establish 
a  college  at  Syracuse.  That  city  was  a  home  of  anti-slavery  radical- 
ism, and  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  community  favorable  to  a  new 
school  of  medicine.  Accordingly,  with  the  approval  of  Justice  Daniel 
Pratt,  a  certificate  of  incorporation  was  filed  for  the  Central  Medical 
College  of  New  York.  Dr.  Potter,  who  now  made  his  residence  at 
Syracuse,  was  dean  and  professor  of  surgery ;  Drs.  Orin  Davis,  S.  M. 
Davis,  J.  P.  Bush,  and  a  professor  of  chemistry  held  the  other  chairs. 
Everybody  sympathizing  with  the  Reformed  practice  entertained  high 
hopes  that  the  cordon  of  proscription  was  broken,  and  the  practice 
of  medicine  would  no  longer  be  characterized  by  a  trocha.  A  hall 
was  secured  and  a  large  class,  mostly  practitioners,  became  students. 
Following  the  recent  example  of  Miss  Blanchard,  three  ladies  of  su- 
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perior  worth  and  talent  applied  to  be  received.  These  were  Mr&Lydia 
Folger  Fowler,  wife  of  the  phrenologist,  Mrs  Rebecca  B.  Gleason,aiid 
Miss  Howard  It  was  a  novelty  then,  but  they  were  cordially  accep- 
ted and  their  proficiency  and  unblemished  character  fully  honored  the 
procedure.  Dr.  Wooster  Beech  came  that  winter,  and  delivered  a 
course  of  lectures. 

Dissatisfaction  crept  in,  however.  His  associate  professors  became 
distrustful  of  Dr.  Potter.  It  was  manifest  that  he  could  not  well  be 
displaced  from  the  faculty,  and  the  expedient  was  adopted  to  remove 
the  faculty  away  from  him.  The  college  was  removed  to  Rochester, 
where  it  became  necessary  to  file  a  new  certificate  of  incorporation. 
A  Spring  term  was  held,  and  Dr.  Potter  duly  asked  to  go  thither  to 
deliver  his  course  of  lectures.  Of  course  he  did  not,  and  another  man 
was  appointed  in  his  place.  There  was  an  excellent  staff  of  instruc- 
tors, then  the  two  Drs.  Dolley,  Reuben,  Hodley,  Eaton,  Davis,  and 
Mrs.  L.  F.  Fowler  were  of  the  number. 

Dr.  Potter,  meanwhile,  set  on  foot  a  new  movement.  Having  secured 
a  board  of  trustees  fully  in  harmony  with  his  ambition,  he  filed  a  new 
certificate  of  incorporation,  and  thus  the  Syracuse  Medical  College 
came  into  existence. 

Early  in  January,  1850,  the  annual  meeting  of  the  New  York  State 
Eclectic  Medical  Society  was  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  inchoate  institu- 
tion, which  elected  Dr.  Potter  president  and  Dr.  Alexander  Wilder 
secretary,  adopted  a  new  constitution,  and  passed  resolutions  approv- 
ing of  this  new  enterprise.  Meanwhile,  there  had  also  been  another 
meeting  held  at  Rochester,  which  adhered  to  the  fortunes  of  the  Cen- 
tral Medical  College ;  so  that  for  some  two  years  the  Eclectics  of 
Western  New  York  had  two  separate  societies  and  two  colleges,  claim- 
ing alike  their  allegiance.  The  Eclectic  physicians  of  Erie,  Niagara, 
Genesee,  and  Livingston  Counties  generally  adhered  to  the  men  at 
Rochester ;  those  of  Chautauqua,  Jefferson,  Oswego,  Oneida,  Madison, 
and  Onondaga  counties  to  Dr.  Potter.  Each  school  published  a  jour- 
nal, one  conducted  by  Dr.  L.  Reuben,  and  one  by  Dr.  Potter.  Dr. 
Reuben  was  a  hydrotherapeutist,  scholarly,  amiable,  and  very  sensi- 
tive. He  afterward  went  to  New  York,  and  prospered  there,  but  finally 
became  mentally  impaired,  and  a  little  like  G  F.  Train.  He  is  now 
in  the  insane  ward  on  "the  Island." 

The  Syracuse  Medical  College  engaged  in  active  operations  in  Jan- 
uary, 1850.  Its  first  faculty  consisted  of  Drs,  S.  H.  Potter,  Dwight 
Russell,  William  H.  Cook,  Horatio  Marsh,  Agustus  A.  Fahnestock, 
and  Alexander  Wilder.  The  next  session  two  of  these  resigned,  and 
Drs.  John  T.  Goodwin  and  George  W.  Davis  were  appointed.  A  win- 
ter and  a  spring  term  were  held.  It  was  not  easy  to  keep  the  peace. 
The  professor  of  materia  medica,  though  not  a  talkative  man,  was  a 
marplot.  He  seemed  to  delight  in  making  his  associates  discontented, 
and  then  pushing  them  forward  as  principals  in  some  controversy 
which  they  of  themselves  would  gladly  have  avoided      In  this  way 
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Doctor  Goodwin  and  others  were  induced  to  retire  from  the  college, 
and  even  Dr.  Potter  himself  fell  into  some  disrepute  in  the  act 

The  attempt  to  carry  out  the  enterprise  at  Bochester  did  not  prosper 
as  it  was  hoped.  There  were  also  some  misunderstandings  there ;  be- 
sides teaching  in  medical  schools  was  a  luxury  which  a  man  could 
not  long  afford,  except  he  had  a  business  to  live  by,  and  so  there  were 
many  changes  of  professors.  Overtures  were  quietly  made,  and  in 
the  summer  of  1852,  the  college  was  given  up,  and  Drs.  Reuben  and 
others  transferred  to  Syracuse.  Drs.  Davis,  Dolley,  and  the  rest  of 
them  retired  That  year,  also,  Dr.  Calvin  Newton,  of  Worcester,  was 
persuaded  to  unite  the  institution,  of  which  he  was  president,  with 
the  New  York  alliance.  The  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association 
also  made  him  its  president  All  appeared  bright,  and  it  would  seem 
ought  to  have  now  become  assured  of  a  sucessful  career.  Dr.  Reuben 
was  made  editor  of  the  consolidated  journals.  There  must  have  been 
some  improvement  in  the  course  of  study.  College  curricula  then 
were  not  as  extensive  as  they  were  becoming.  Twelve  weeks  was  the 
term  prescribed  by  law,  and  bodies  taken  by  stealth  from  cemeteries, 
constituted  the  dissecting  material 

Whether  there  was  open  dissension  in  the  Faculty  of  1852-3  is  be- 
yond the  writer's  knowledge.  Dr.  Newton,  however,  withdrew  sum- 
marily in  the  Spring,  and  published  his  reasons.  One  of  these  was 
that  the  college  had  no  specific  act  of  incorporation ;  but  he  did  not 
tell  why  this  was  an  objection.  He  was  evidently  dissatisfied  with 
matters  as  he  had  found  them,  and  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  National 
Eclectic  Medical  Association  a  report  was  adopted,  evidently  inspired 
by  him,  deprecating  the  establishing  of  medical  colleges  with  insuffi- 
cient funds  and  defective  provisions  for  instruction.  No  names  were 
called,  but  from  that  time  nobody  from  the  Syracuse  college  appeared 
at  the  meetings  of  the  National  Association.  New  men  appeared  at 
the  front,  and  the  influence  of  Massachusetts  superseded  the  former 
ascendency  of  Western  New  York. 

In  the  spring  of  1854,  the  existence  of  the  college  was  endangered 
by  a  mob.  It  ought  to  be  remarked  here  that  while  the  Central  Med- 
ical College  was  at  Syracuse,  a  recklessness  in  procuring  dissecting 
material  had  led  to  criminal  prosecution,  and  several  students  barely 
escaped  the  opportunity  to  "do  the  State  some  service"  at  Auburn. 
Another  peril  had  been  incurred  in  1851.  But  experience  had  not 
taught  discretion,  and  now  came  a  greater  peril.  A  fire  in  the  build  ■ 
ing  where  lectures  were  held,  was  followed  by  the  forcible  opening  of 
the  rooms,  and  the  exposing  of  bodies  mutilated  and  otherwise  dis- 
honored produced  its  natural  result.  Pieces  were  hurled  into  the 
street,  and  the  crowd,  now  an  infuriated  mob,  sacked  the  building. 
The  newspapers  took  up  the  matter,  and  from  that  time  the  college 
was  almost  without  friends  in  the  city.  The  writer,  though  not  on  cor- 
dial terms  with  the  concern,  undertook  a  defense  in  this  matter,  con- 
cerning the  right  to  be  on  that  side,  but  the  current  could  not  be  stem- 
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med  with  success.  From  this  time  it  became  evident  that  the  enter 
prise  could  not  succeed.  One  or  two  more  sessions  were  held,  when 
Dr.  Potter  was  appointed  a  professor  in  one  of  the  Cincinnati  colleges 
and  removed  to  Ohio.  With  his  departure  the  Syracuse  Medical  Col- 
lege came  to  an  end.  With  it  the  New  York  State  Eclectic  Medical 
Society  also  ceased  to  exist  It  had  been  regarded  too  much  in  the 
light  of  a  feeder  to  the  college  to  be  able  to  surviva  The  local  socie- 
ties generally  "petered  out."  Only  the  Genesee  Valley  organization 
held  on,  and  still  exists.     It  had  been  the  most  efficient  of  all. 

Probably  the  career  of  the  Syracuse  Medical  College  was  as  success- 
ful as  there  was  a  right  to  expect  It  was  without  endowment  or  rev- 
enues except  as  these  were  derived  from  the  fees.  It  was  supposed, 
and  this  undoubtedly  was  correct,  that  the  leading  professor  applied 
much  of  the  income  to  his  personal  use.  This  was  well  calculated  to 
make  colleagues  with  families,  and  little  or  no  remunerative  employ- 
ment, feel  themselves  misused.  Then,  again,  he  was  of  a  sanguine 
temper,  fertile  in  beginning  enterprises,  while  others  of  a  more  sober, 
phlegmatic  turn,  had  to  continue  them  to  prevent  failure.  Of  course, 
he  won  all  the  reputation  as  founder,  while  the  other  laborers  were 
reputed  as  only  beneficiaries.  This  would  be  a  prolific  source  of 
heart  burning.  There  were  other  matters,  but  it  is  not  worth  while  to 
dwell  upon  them.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  the  institution  fell  into  bad 
odor,  making  many  ashamed  to  let  it  be  known  that  they  had  ever 
any  connection  with  it. 

The  political  excitements  which  sprang  up  in  1854,  and  the  civil 
war  which  ensued,  naturally  extinguished  all  other  history  from  mem- 
ory, and  so,  it  is  almost  impossible,  even  in  Syracuse  itself,  to  find 
men  who  remember  that  a  Syracuse  Medical  College  ever  existed. 

Nevertheless,  it  would  be  ill  to  decry  it  utterly.    Its  shortcomings 
were  not  greater  nor  of  greater  turpitude  than  those  of  other  medical 
institutions,  whether  "regular,  irregular,  or  defective."    Its  students 
were  as  carefully  instructed  as  those  of  rival  institutions,  and  gener- 
ally made  excellent  practitioners.    Some  of  them  became  professors  in 
other  colleges,  and  their  ability  was  not  impugned.     One  of  its  fac- 
ulty, Dr.  Flattery,  procured  copies  of  its  diplomas,  and  hawked  them 
over  New  York  and  Canada ;  but  he  was  detected  and  exposed.    Dr. 
Potter  himself  was  facile  in  conferring  the  degree  upon  men  who 
were  never  medical  students ;  but  numerous  other  colleges  in  the 
United  States,  not  to  say  in  Great  Britain  and  Europe,  used  to  do  the 
same  thing.     The  pot  taunts  the  blackness  of  the  kettle  with  but  an 
ill  grace.     Besides,  men  in  the  Reform  ranks  were  rigorously  exclu 
ded  from  entering  the  old- school  colleges,  and  if  by  chance  any  stu- 
dent was  found  to  cherish  the  new  doctrine,  his  diploma  was  refused 
him,  however  worthy  and  proficient  in  other  respects.     It  could  not, 
therefore,  be  very  culpable  to  grant  a  degree  to  a  deserving  person 
who  had  studied  as  he  best  was  able,  and  bad  achieved  a  good  repu- 
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tation,  and  was  not  without  skill  in  his  profession.  So  far,  therefore, 
as  this  was  done,  it  was  justifiable. 

Among  the  graduates  of  the  college  at  Syracuse  were  several  who 
won  honorable  distinction.  Mr.  Clements  W.  Lozier,  the  founder  of 
the  College  and  Hospital  for  Women,  was  ona  Dr.  V.  A.  Baker  was 
an  alumnus,  and  became  a  professor  not  only  there,  but  afterward  in 
the  Metropolitan  Medical  College  and  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  in 
New  York,  and  in  the  University  of  Florida.  We  might  mention  Dr. 
Noteman  and  wife,  Dr.  L.  B.  Hanchett  and  wife,  Dr.  Jesse  Watson, 
Dr.  N.  Bates,  and  a  score  of  others  who  were  honorable  names.  Nor 
Was  Dr.  Mary  E.  Walker  to  be  passed  over  slightingly.  She  made 
an  excellent  record  as  a  student,  was  a  skillful  practitioner,  and  did 
praiseworthy  service  among  the  sick  and  wounded  during  the  civil 
war.  Although  regarded  as  eccentric,  she  has  done  much  to  be  com- 
mended, and  we  have  no  disposition  to  beslime  her. 

So  the  Syracuse  Medical  College  ran  its  course.  It  afforded  instruc- 
tion and  opportunity  to  many  who  would  otherwise  have  been  refused 
either ;  it  was  an  important  factor  in  the  earlier  days.  The  writer  was 
one  who  rejoiced  when  its  doors  were  closed,  because  he  felt  that  much 
about  it  was  as  it  should  not  be.  Time  has  swept  away  its  faults,  as 
well  as  their  memories,  but  the  good  which  it  did  still  disseminates  its 
benefits. 

m 

VIEWS  AND    FACT5   ABOUT   TABES    DORS  A  LIS. 

By  Prof.  J.  A.  Jeancon,  fl.  D.,  Newport,  Ky. 

OF  all  chronic  diseases  of  the  spinal  cord,  tabes  dorsalis  is  the 
most  frequent  and  important.  Under  the  common  name  of 
spinal  disease,  it  is  understood  to  be  so-called  spinal  consumption, 
and  is  more  or  less  fatal.  Yet  its  course  is  uncertain,  and,  viewed 
from  a  medical,  social,  or  legal  point  of  view,  has  considerable  signifi- 
cance. Affecting,  as  it  does,  mostly  men,  at  a  period  of  life  when 
they  are  most  vigorous  and  capable  of  performing  the  most  useful  and 
important  works  of  their  lives,  it  inflicts  upon  them  many  years  of 
terrible  suffering  without  much  prospect  of  improvement,  or  even  a 
good  measure  of  relief.  Steadily  this  fatal  disease  progresses,  de- 
stroying its  victim  inch  by  inch,  as  it  were,  before  he  is  released  by 
death.  No  wonder  that  tabes  dorsalis  has  become  a  matter  of  great 
solicitude  to  the  physician,  and  an  object  of  long  and  arduous  study. 

To  give  even  a  small  portion  of  a  description  of  the  researches  and 
investigation  into  its  anatomical  and  pathological  nature,  would  re- 
quire several  very  large  volumes,  and  many  years  of  patient  labor ; 
hence  only  fragments  from  the  best  and  highest  authors  can  be  ren- 
dered in  a  short  article  like  the  present 

Leyden  differentiates  the  two  forms  of  tabes  dorsalis  which  he  was 
the  first  to  describe,  as  making  up  two  distinct  groups  of  symptoms : 
the  one  central  or  cerebral,  the  other  peripheral  or  sensory  form  of 
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ataxia.  Both  forms  manifest  morbid  phenomena  as  follows :  In  the 
first  the  affection  starts  suddenly  as  a  motor  ataxia,  producing  either 
sudden  death  or  speedy  recovery,  and  is  always  connected  with  acute 
disease.  The  central  form  is  manifested  by  disturbance  of  speech 
(the  patient  speaks  very  slowly  and  drags  his  words),  yet  there  is  no 
aphasia.  The  second  form  constitutes  ataxia  of  the  extremities,  with 
only  partial  disturbance  of  locomotion  (the  gait  being  slow  and  hesi- 
tating), but  without  loss  of  sensation.  There  is  psychic  derangement, 
such  as  great  irritability,  ill  temper,  now  and  then  even  dementia, 
and  Joss  of  self  control.  The  symptoms  resemble  very  much  those  of 
multiple  sclerosis,  as  described  by  Ebetein.  Its  etiology  may  be  of  a 
traumatic  nature,  such  as  a  mechanical  injury,  or  of  an  infectious  na- 
ture, like  typhus,  erysipelas,  and  so  on.  The  probable  seat  of  the 
lesion  is  in  the  meeocephalon,  somewhere  in  the  region  of  the  pons 
varolii  The  second  form  is  the  sensory  ataxia,  or  the  so-called  peeudo- 
ataxia,  and  the  symptoms  may  be  acute  or  subacute,  and  is  never 
fatal,  the  patient  usually  recovering  to  a  great  extent.  There  is  sel- 
dom derangement  of  phonation,  and  never  aphasia.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  is  much  disturbance  of  sensation,  such  as  formication, 
hyperesthesia,  anaesthesia,  and  numbness  of  the  lower  extremities. 

Strumpel,  like  Erb,  considers  ataxia  a  post  syphilitic  lesion ;  he 
believes  in  the  identity  of  some  of  its  symptoms.  He  thinks  that  cer- 
tain nerve  fibers  are  peculiarly  subject  to  this  disease ;  also  that  there 
are  no  definite  nor  regular  successive  phases  to  this  affection. 

Fleschig  draws  conclusions  from  his  own  observations,  that  those 
fibers  of  the  spinal  cord  which  are  the  first  to  be  invested  with  medul- 
lary sheaths  in  the  development  of  the  organ,  are  the  last  to  become 
affected;  and  he  thus  describes  a  series  of  gradual  degenerations 
which  take  place  in  the  affection  of  the  posterior  cords. 

The  localization  goes  on  accordingly  from  the  middle  zone  of  the 
roots  to  the  median  zones ;  then  follow  the  lateral  posterior,  and  then 
after  these  the  cords  of  Goll,  also  the  posterior  proper  and  at  last  the 
anterior  roots  undergo  the  process  of  degeneration.  Consequently,  in 
the  posterior  coraua,  the  restiform  fibers  as  well  as  the  columns  of 
Clark  degenerate  at  first ;  in  the  posterior  roots,  the  finer  posterior 
fibers.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  the  lumbar  and  the  dorsal 
regions. 

Strumpel  further  considers  that  there  is  a  relation  of  cause  and 
effect  in  Tabes  dorsalis  and  syphilis,  yet  it  does  not  follow  that  every 
case  of  tabes  is  of  a  syphilitic  origin.  Posterior  sclerosis  accordingly 
is  due  to  syphilitic  sequelae  from  a  similar  cause  as  diphtheritic  par- 
alysis. In  both  cases  the  lesion  is  the  effect  of  some  chemical  toxic 
substance  in  the  blood,  whereby  the  nerve  tissue  of  the  spinal  cord 
undergoes  a  process  of  degeneration. 

Vierordt  observed  the  case  of  a  man  34  years  of  age,  who  showed  no 
trace  of  an  hereditary  taint,  yet  was  affected  with  ocular  ataxia  of 
both  eyes,  but  without  disturbance  of  sensibility,  nor  perception  of 
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change  of  posture.  He  had  received  an  injury  in  the  forehead  when 
he  was  four  years  old.  The  reflex  phenomena  in  his  knees  were  at 
first  very  prominent,  then  disappeared  for  a  time,  but  returned  again 
and  remained.  The  author  concludes  therefrom  that  there  are  cases 
of  tabes  in  which  there  is  absence  of  disturbance  of  sensibility  and  of 
change  of  posture 

The  degeneration  existing  in  the  posterior  cornu  of  patients  affected 
with  tabes,  capable  of  giving  rise  to  knee  phenomena,,  so  well  de- 
scribed by  Lissauer,  and  its  position  indicated  by  Westphal,  proved 
absolutely  correct  by  a  post  mortem  made  by  Krause  on  the  body  of 
a  man  61  years  of  age,  who  had  long  shown  symptoms  of  tabes  dor- 
salis.  The  autopsy  showed  posterior  and  lateral  sclerosis,  but  the 
degeneracy  of  the  tissues  in  the  lower  dorsal  region  was  most  promi- 
nent and  further  advanced. 

Spitzer  describes  rare  clinical  manifestations  of  symptoms  in  a  man 
forty  years  of  age,  who  was  for  many  years  affected  with  tabes.  At 
first  there  were  girdling  sensations  in  the  dorsal  region,  later  ou  fol- 
lowed lancinating  pains,  then  attacks  of  vertigo  and  buzzing  in  the 
ears ;  among  other  symptoms  the  patient  manifested  total  loss  of  the 
sense  of  smell 

A  patient  of  Dr.  Erb,  affected  with  tabes,  had  singular  attacks  in 
the  gustatory  nerve,  in  the  shape  of  paroxysms  of  intensely  sweet 
taste  on  one  side  of  his  tongue,  which  would  last  some  time  and  dis- 
appear. The  sensation  did  not  depend  on  what  he  had  eaten,  nor  was 
there  diabetes  mellitus  complication  in  the  case.  It  was  a  case  of  hy- 
peresthesia in  the  branches  of  the  glossopharyngeal  nerve  (alter- 
ation in  the  gustatory  terminals  of  the  fifth).  At  one  time  there  was 
also  anaesthesia  of  the  olfactory  nerves,  which  gradually  disappeared. 

Petrolucci  describes  a  form  of  tabes  frequently  met  with  in  hysteri- 
cal and  other  neuro-asthenic  persons  and  patients  in  general.  The 
symptoms  in  question  he  calls  ataxic  epiphora.  The  affected  person 
has  attacks  of  shedding  tears,  often  continuously,  sometimes  intermit- 
tingly,  yet  is  not  actually  crying.  The  trouble  may  be  unilateral  or 
bilateral.  He  ascribes  the  symptoms  to  an  irritation  of  the  lachrymal 
glands,  by  reflex  action  upon  the  sensory  centers  of  the  medulla  spi- 
nalis, and  he  thinks  that  it  differs  from  otherwise  mechanical  or  in- 
flammatory effects  which  might  exist,  such  as  paralysis  of  the  facial 
nerves  or  of  the  sympathetic  cervical  branches  of  the  trigeminus. 

Boss  describes  the  history  of  a  case  of  tabes  in  a  man  35  years  old, 
who  had  frequent  attacks  of  spasms  of  the  trachea  and  bronchi,  in  one 
of  which  he  died.  A  post  mortem  examination  showed  that  there  was 
degeneration  in  the  posterior  portion  of  the  spinal  cord,  along  the 
track  of  the  lateral  columns  of  the  cerebellum.  The  ascending  nuclei 
in  the  trigeminus  and  the  pneumo-gastric,  as  well  as  the  fasciculi  of 
Kraufli,  were  in  a  state  of  degeneration.  The  nuclei  of  the  oculomotor 
nerve,  the  ascending  radical  fibers  of  the  same,  as  well  as  the  descend- 
ing fibers  of  the  fifth  nerve,  also  those  uniting  with  the  corpora  quadri 
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gemini,  were  alike  affected.  There  was  also  an  injury  of  the  pupil- 
lary center. 

Basing  his  opinion  of  tabes  on  his  own  observation  of  thirteen  cases 
during  life,  and  post  mortem  examination  thereafter,  Krause  wholly 
rejects  the  generally  accepted  idea  that  tabes  dorsalis  is  due  to  some 
primary  affection  of  the  spinal  meninges ;  furthermore  he  found  in 
ten  cases  vascular  thickening  of  the  endothelium  in  the  outer  surface 
of  the  cord.  He  is  of  the  same  opinion  as  Strumpel,  that  it  is  essen- 
tially a  chronic  parenchymatous  degeneration  of  the  organ.  He  found 
the  columns  of  Clark  sometimes  affected  and  sometimes  not.  In  some 
cases  he  found  the  saphenous  and  the  great  sciatic  had  undergone 
atrophic  alterations.  In  one  case  there  was  degeneration  in  the  mid- 
dle radical  zone  of  the  posterior  cord,  but  there  were  no  knee  phenom- 
ena. In  his  attempt  to  establish  differential  symptoms  between  tabes 
and  paralytic  toxic  amblyopia,  Eperon  made  the  interesting  observa- 
tion that  central  scotomy  in  amblyopia  from  tobacco,  is  not  only  a 
symptom  of  the  intoxication,  but  also,  like  that  of  alcohol,  leads  to 
pseudo-paralysis.  He  found  in  65  cases  of  toxic  amblyopia,  11  times 
reflez  paralysis  of  the  pupils,  3  times  myosis,  once  weakness  and  ab- 
sence of  or  partial  knee  phenomena,  9  times  lancinating  pains  in  the 
body.  A  diagnostic  symptom  in  tobacco  amblyopia  is,  that  there  is 
always  central  scotomy  with  it,  whilst  in  tabes  there  is  reduction  of 
nutrition  of  the  optic  nerva  Contraction  of  the  field  of  vision  is  here 
very  seldom. 

In  his  first  lecture  on  tabes,  Leydon  gives  a  historical  resume  of  the 
discoveries  and  acquisition  of  knowledge,  by  experiments  and  clinical 
observations  of  the  disease  in  question.  He  shows  his  acquaintance 
with  it  thirty  years  ago,  and  that  he  had  then  already  proven  that  it 
was  a  progressive  gray  degeneration  of  the  posterior  cords  and  roots. 
He  then  enters  into  a  description  of  the  anatomical  and  pathological 
peculiarities  of  tabes  incipiens  and  tabes  cervicalis,  as  well  as  the  his- 
tories of  cases  of  secondary  degeneration,  and  the  latest  researches  by 
means  of  staining  the  tissues,  carried  on  by  Golgi  and  Raman  Y  Ca- 
jal,  proving  that  the  posterior  portion  of  the  spinal  cord  is  a  continu- 
ation of  the  posterior  radical  fibers.  The  degeneration  in  tabes  is  then 
essentially  one  of  the  cells  belonging  to  the  spinal  ganglia.  He  thinks 
that  the  degeneration  proceeds  from  the  spinal  ganglia  themselves,  or 
from  their  peripheral  structures. 

Hitzig  opposes  this  view,  and  maintains  that  the  lesion  is  due  to 
intraspinal  and  not  to  peripheral  degeneration  of  the  roots,  and  proves 
this  by  a  case  of  atrophy  of  the  ganglion  of  Gasser  in  a  case  of  well 
established  tabes. 

Nageatta  tries  to  prove  the  complete  identity  of  tabes  and  progres- 
sive atrophy  paralysis.  He  was  led  to  this  opinion  by  statistical  as 
well  as  by  patho-anatomical  researches :  that  at  least  in  two  thirds  of 
the  cases  of  tabes  there  is  paralysis,  sometimes  at  so  early  a  date  that 
it  seems  to  be  primary.     Even  when  no  symptoms  of  paralysis  were 
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found,  marks  of  alterations  peculiar  to  that  disease  can  be  found. 
For  both  diseases  have  this  in  common,  that  by  inheritance  and  pre- 
disposing causes  syphilis  is  the  most  frequent  He  thinks  therefore 
that  both  may  be  considered  as  a  dual  form  of  the  same  lesion. 

Marie  assumes  a  distinctly  opposite  view,  and  considers  that  par- 
alysis is  seldom  associated  with  tabes.  The  symptoms  considered  by 
Gendrassia  as  belonging  to  tabes  he  thinks  are  really  those  of  paraly- 
sis. With  a  great  number  of  statistical  and  anatomical  arguments, 
he  concludes  like  this : 

"It  is  an  endogenous  degeneration,  and  there  is  also  an  exogenous 
form  of  degeneration  of  the  same  lesion.  He  thinks  that  they  are 
even  clinically  different  in  their  manifestation." 

In  103  cases  of  tabes  Berger  29  times  found  clear  symptoms  of 
syphilis ;  other  affections  which  the  patients  had  before  or  after,  53 
times;  malarial  infections,  17  times;  other  infectious  diseases,  36 
times.     Wounds  and  other  mechanical  injuries  seem  to  have  had  little 
influence  upon  the  progress  of  the  main  affection  of  tabes.     Westen- 
hoffer  found  in  72  cases  of  tabes  patients  examined  post  mortem,  13 
with  clear,  well  established  marks  of  syphilis ;  two  cases  doubtful 
Biernaki  found  in  20  cases  of  tabes  15  times  analgesia  of  the  ulnar 
nerve,  readily  discoverable  by  pressure  upon  the  bone  along  the  track 
of  the  nerve.    He  considers  it  a  valuable  diagnostic  point.    Minor 
gives  the  histories  of  eight  cases  of  tabes  in  females,  seven  of  which 
were  distinctly  syphilitic,  and  only  one  doubtful     Their  ages  were 
between  35  and  50.     Symptoms  of  tabes  developed  in  between  three 
and  sixteen  years  after  the  infection  was  supposed  to  have  taken  place. 
His  opinion  is  that  the  peripheral  as  well  as  the  posterior  spinal  cords 
may  become  involved  in  this  disease  by  toxic  agencies  of  various  kinds. 
Berger  examined  108  cases  of  tabes  with  disturbance  of  vision,  and 
concluded  that  very  many  peculiarities  of  the  lesion  can  be  explained 
by  the  fact  that  it  is  located  in  one  of  the  nuclei  of  the  fourth  ventri- 
cle, and  its  ready  extension  into  the  aqueduct  of  Sylvius.     The  diffi- 
culty of  closure  of  patient's  eyes  is  due  to  moderate  disturbance  of 
function  of  the  upper  nucleus  of  the  facial.    After  explaining,  in  ex- 
tensoy  the  several  pathological  and  anatomical  phases  of  the  disease, 
he  ends  by  saying  that  the  functional  disturbance  in  the  vascular 
zone  of  the  optic  nerve  and  the  posterior  spinal  cord  is  brought  about 
by  an  ependymitis  of  the  medulla  oblongata  of  the  vascular  centers, 
situated  in  the  fourth  ventricle. 

Conheim  long  ago  demonstrated  the  fact,  that  the  vascular  centers 
are  situated  in  the  medulla,  and  diseases  located  in  that  center  pro- 
duce vascular  alterations ;  hence  in  tabes  there  are  found  degenera- 
tions of  those  centers.  Mariana  states  that  he  found  25  per  cent, 
of  cases  examined  by  him  to  be  affected  with  disease  of  the  internal 
ear.  Disturbance  of  hearing  may  therefore  be  expected  at  any  period 
of  the  course  of  tabes,  and  it  is  not  merely  a  functional  derangement, 
voi*  lvil — 29 
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but  an  actual  anatomical  alteration  of  the  organ.  In  the  many  cases 
he  examined  for  that  purpose,  he  found  in  none  of  them  the  complex- 
ity of  Bymptoms  of  Minor's  disease. 

After  a  long  series  of  examinations  of  the  question  of  relationship  of 
tabes  and  syphilis,  Starbeck  gives  an  epitome  of  statistics,  both  of 
his  own  observations  and  of  other  investigators,  as  follows :  'There 
are  many  errors  in  diagnosis  of  syphilis  and  tabes  in  which  the  causes 
of  the  lesion  have  been  ascribed  to  syphilis  alone,  but  the  list  given 
by  Lyden's  investigation  shows  that  there  are  three  categories  of  cases : 
first,  that  in  which  the  existence  of  syphilis  was  positively  established ; 
second,  that  in  which  it  was  presumed  to  have  existed ;  and  third, 
that  in  which  it  never  did  exist " 

It  would  be  idle  work  to  multiply  quotations  from  the  enormous 
number  of  reports  in  medical  and  surgical  literature,  touching  the 
subject  of  tabes  dorsalis,  accumulated  in  the  last  decade.  But  when 
we  turn  from  the  purely  anatomical  and  pathological  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, which  is  now  clear  and  plain,  to  the  clinical,  and  especially  to 
the  question  of  what  has  been  accomplished  in  therapeutics  for  that 
terrible  scourge  of  mankind,  we  can  only  say  that  so  far  all  treatment 
and  the  innumerable  suggestions  and  experiments,  have  not  elicited 
one  positive  and  thoroughly  reliable  mode  of  action,  either  in  direct 
medication  or  in  prophylaxis.  We  are  still  at  the  entrance,  and  can 
only  say,  what  is  to  be  done?  Only  a  synoptic  statement  of  data  will 
suffice  to  indicate  how  little  has  been  accomplished,  and  what  a  stu- 
pendous task  there  is  in  store  for  us,  to  get  at  all  nearer  to  the  aim  of 
true  medication  in  all  the  forms  of  tabes  dorsalis. 

To  accomplish  any  thing  like  a  success  in  the  line  of  treatment  of 
tabes,  we  must  once  more  look  back  and  examine  the  best  established 
facts  of  its  etiology.    A  very  disagreeable  fact  will  confront  us  at  the 
outset,  and  that  is  that  syphilis,  in  its  multiform  varieties,  is  at  the 
bottom  of  all,  hereditary  and  acquired ;  recent  and  old  cases  can  be 
traced  back  with  very  much  certainty  to  luetic  infection.    It  is  no  use 
to  shut  our  eyes  to  that  fact     Besides  this,  many  more  noxise  beside 
syphilis  are  conjoint  causes  in  the  genesis  of  tabes  dorsalis.     Golds, 
overwork,  mental,  bodily,  and  sexual  excesses,  abuse  of  alcoholic  stim- 
ulants, as  well  as  tobacco,  and  not  a  little  does  our  modern  form  of 
life  have  to  do  with  it     To  make  haste  to  get  riches,  to  exhaust  and 
drain  the  last  drop  of  enjoyment,  to  strain  every  nerve  for  the  speedy 
accomplishment  of  that  which  requires  slow  and  steady  work,  and 
unfortunately  also  many  new  remedies  which  act  like  a  two-edged 
sword,  are  all  the  remote  if  not  the  immediate  causes  of  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  tabes  to-day.     This  is  not  merely  a  pessi- 
mistic view,  but  it  is  based  upon  demonstrable  and  easily  verified  sta- 
tistics.    It  may  well  be  asked,  is  there  then  no  remedy  against  this 
evil?  Thus  far,  the  most  that  we  can  do  in  tabes  is  to  discover  as  soon 
as  possible  its  existence  in  the  person ;  next  to  follow  up  a  strictly 
hygienic  mode  of  living,  and  to  use  either  of  two  remedies  (unfortu- 
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nately  very  harsh  ones),  or  both,  but  in  almost  infinitessimal  doses, 
and  for  a  long  time— that  is,  not  for  months  but  years.  These  reme- 
dies are  mercury  and  arsenic.  Authors  like  Fournier,  Neuman,  Har- 
lund,  Veja,  Ehlers,  Neser,  Marshalko,  and  men  of  equal  medical 
caliber,  have  given  us  hints  and  advices  which  we  may  safely  follow, 
without  fear  and  without  favor.  Above  all,  no  alcoholics,  no  tobacco, 
no  cocaine,  no  opiates  should  be  used  in  tabes,  nor  in  its  next  of  kin, 
syphilis. 

m 

HEMOPHILIA. 

By  J.  M.  Goldman,  n.  D„  ilonroe,  Ind. 

THIS  is  a  hereditary  condition  sometimes  met  with,  in  which  we 
find  those  thus  affected  liable  to  excessive  and  sudden  losses  of 
blood.  We  find  many  theories  advanced  as  to  the  cause  of  the  hem- 
orrhagic diathesis.  But  after  all,  we  have  only  the  one  substantial 
claim  to  make,  and  that  is  the  one  shown  by  the  hereditary  manifes- 
tation of  the  disease. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  mother  is  the  more  apt  to  transmit  the  disease, 
and  to  the  male  in  the  greater  number  of  cases,  in  the  proportion  of 
about  eleven  males  to  one  female ;  in  fact,  sex  and  heredity  are  said 
to  be,  by  many  of  the  most  able  writers,  the  important  factors  in  the 
etiology  of  haemophilia — females,  as  a  rule,  not  presenting  typical 
cases  of  the  disease.  Indeed,  we  seldom  meet  with  a  dangerous  case 
in  the  latter.  Yet,  while  they  may  not  be  of  an  hemophilic  family, 
the  tendency  to  bleed  may  be  transmitted  through  them.  The  mother, 
though  not  a  bleeder,  may  transmit  the  disease  to  her  sons ;  but  they 
axe  not  likely  to  transmit  it  to  their  children.  Still  it  is  claimed  to 
have  been  proven  to  have  passed  through  the  daughters  to' the  grand- 
sons, and  in  rare  cases  we  find  the  mother  has  transmitted  it  to  both 
sexes.  Barely  is  this  true  of  the  father,  the  rule  being,  as  before  stated, 
for  the  transmission  of  the  tendency  to  bleed  through  the  female ; 
thus  continuing  for  many  generations,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Clithero 
family,  as  reported  by  Legg — clearly  showing  this  hemorrhagic  dia- 
thesis for  two  hundred  years,  in  different  degrees  of  its  destructive 
influences. 

This  disease  is  thought  to  be  more  common  to  the  Germans  than 
any  other  class  of  people,  thus  supporting  the  theory  of  some  that  it 
is  the  result  of  intermarriage  of  relatives — this  custom  being  prevalent 
among  them.  Still,  there  exists  many  other  theories  as  to  the  cause. 
But  this  only  proves  the  probable  uncertainty  of  them  all.  Some 
claim  that  it  is  due  to  a  fungoid  organism  in  the  blood,  but  we  find 
this  condition  in  those  manifesting  no  tendency  whatever  to  bleed. 
Others  claim  it  to  be  due  to  a  rheumatic  or  scrofulous  diathesis?  but 
we  meet  these  cases  every  day,  and  fail  to  get  the  history  of  a  bleeder ; 
while  many  claim  it  to  be  due  to  a  nervous  lesion  in  which  the  capil- 
lary innervation  is  disturbed,  and  through  the  disturbance  of  the  gen- 
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eral  circulatory  system  we  get  this  tendency  to  bleed.  As  to  the  cause, 
however,  we  leave  it  for  the  reader  to  discover  and  establish  for 
himself. 

Now,  as  to  the  time  in  life  when  we  meet  this  bleeding.  We  seldom 
meet  it  after  the  twentieth  year,  rarely  after  the  twelfth,  but  frequently 
at  or  near  the  fifth ;  still  the  age  in  which  we  usually  find  it,  with  its 
most  destructive  influences,  is  about  the  end  of  the  first  year,  at  which 
time  it  proves  to  be  most  fataL  These  rules,  as  in  all  other  things, 
have  their  exceptions,  and  the  exceptions  seem  to  give  us  the  greater 
trouble,  as  they  come  up  when  least  expected,  only  to  find  us  napping, 
to  be  awakened  to  our  senses  after  it  is  too  lata 

It  is  to  this  exception  that  I  wish  to  refer,  and  ask  your  patience 
while  I  report  one  of  my  recent  cases,  a  young  lady,  age  sixteen, 
rather  slender  in  form,  of  a  nervous  temperament,  inclined  to  look  on 
the  dark  side  of  Ufa  At  one  time  she  came  very  nearly  bleeding  to 
death  after  the  extraction  of  a  tooth. 

Surviving  several  of  these  attacks,  she  is  again  confronted  with  a 
new  source  of  trouble  still  more  to  be  feared  than  any  previous  attack 
Now  when  nature  asserts  herself  in  her  manifestations  of  maturity, 
and  makes  it  possible  for  the  reproductive  functions  of  life  to  be  car- 
ried on  by  the  occurrence  of  the  periodical  menstrual  flow,  she  is 
brought  to  face  a  more  serious  trouble  than  any  she  has  ever  encoun- 
tered. Each  month  brings  with  it  its  excessive  loss  of  blood,  so  weak- 
ening her  as  to  make  life  a  burden  rather  than  a  pleasure.  True, 
some  of  these  periods  are  worse  than  others,  the  bleeding  becoming 
so  profuse  and  obstinate  as  to  almost  rob  her  of  her  lease  on  life. 

The  first  obstinate  trouble  of  this  kind  developed  at  about  her  fif- 
teenth year,  the  flow  beginning  as  usual ;  but  after  the  lapse  of  the 
usual  prolonged  flow,  she  seemed  to  gradually  get  worse,  and  this 
state  of  things  continuing  for  some  time,  a  physician's  aid  was  sought. 
The  bleeding  was  attended  with  such  a  weakening  influence  as  to  en- 
danger her  life  before  any  relief  could  be  given.  In  a  few  months 
again  the  same  trouble  appeared  in  a  milder  degree,  but  clearly  man- 
ifesting the  old  tendency  to  bleed ;  after  which  she  had  a  few  months 
to  rebuild  to  her  former  condition,  when  she  was  again  called  on  to 
suffer  a  more  serious  attack — this  time  coming  on  about  her  sixteenth 
year,  and  lasting  longer  than  usual,  but  not  bleeding  so  profusely  as 
previously.  Still  its  weakening  influence  seemed  as  great  as  any  pre- 
vious attack  she  had  suffered — due  perhaps  to  the  prolonged  hemor- 
rhage instead  of  the  sudden  and  excessive  loss  of  blood. 

On  December  4,  1896,  I  received  a  call  to  see  the  young  lady  in 
haste,  the  family  physician  being  away  and  unable  to  answer  the  call. 
I  immediately  answered  the  call,  and  found  matters  in  a  condition  to 
warrant  the  alarm.  After  getting  the  history  of  the  trouble,  and  ex- 
amining the  patient  closely,  I  began  my  treatment  as  given  me  in  the 
old  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  on  specific  medication,  which  proved 
successful.     At  least  I  got  the  praise  for  saving  her  Ufa     Recognizing 
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the  prostration,  and  seeing  my  patient  weakening  rapidly,  I  began 
giving  hypodermically  1-100  grain  doses  of  nitroglycerine,  and  1-100 
grain  of  strychnine  sulphate,  repeated  in  an  hour,  and  found  some 
slight  improvement  Then  I  began  giving  warm  injections  per  rec- 
tum of  milk  containing  a  solution  of  chlorate  of  potassium.  I  found 
that  cadaveric  odor  present  calling  for  the  latter ;  and  hoping  the  milk 
would  soon  be  absorbed,  and  add  greatly  to  the  deficient  blood,  both 
in  quantity  and  quality.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  some  im- 
provement Now  I  ceased  my  hypodermic  injections,  and  used  the 
strychnine  salt  in  1-30  gr.  doses  in  warm  rectal  injections,  repeated 
every  two  hours,  with  a  decided  improvement  following  as  a  result, 
although  the  hemorrhage  seemed  not  to  abate.  Here  I  began  adding 
oil  of  erigeron,  and  so  continued  for  several  hours,  until  I  saw  a  prom- 
ised recovery. 

Now,  after  spending  about  twelve  hours  with  my  patient,  I  returned 
home,  leaving  orders  for  the  warm  rectal  injections  to  be  continued 
every  three  hours,  and  prescribing  some  carbo-veg.  and  the  oil  of  erig- 
eron to  check  the  flow  of  blood,  and  specific  rhus  tox.  and  passiflora 
to  quiet  the  nervous  system,  withholding  my  prognosis  of  the  case 
until  evening. 

On  returning  I  found  my  patient  had  greatly  improved,  the  deliri- 
um and  hemorrhage  having  about  ceased,  with  general  appearance 
very  much  improved.  The  patient  was  now  able  to  take  some  food, 
and  had  been  able  to  swallow  several  doses  of  the  medicine  I  left 
Finding  so  much  of  an  improvement,  I  told  the  family  she  would  re- 
cover from  this  attack,  but  there  was  a  likelihood  of  its  recurrence. 

I  then  turned  the  case  over  to  the  family  physician,  who  informed 
me  the  next  day  she  was  still  improving  on  my  treatment,  with  the 
addition  of  some  whisky  as  a  stimulant,  and  in  a  few  weeks  I  saw  her 
out,  and  apparently  enjoying  good  health.  It  has  now  been  about 
four  months  since  her  last  attack,  and  no  report  of  another  hemorrhage 
has  reached  me. 

NEW  METHOD  OF  INTOXICATION.-  QELSEMIUM. 
By  E.  R,  Waterhouse,  n.  D  ,  St.  Louis,  flo. 

RECENTLY  I  have  met  a  new  mode  of  intoxication.  The  habit 
is  confined  to  children.  It  is  brought  about  by  inhaling  the 
fumes  from  an  ordinary  gasoline  can,  by  taking  the  spout  in  the 
mouth  and  breathing  the  gas,  as  the  dentist  would  administer  the 
ordinary  nitrous  oxida 

The  first  case  was  a  boy  of  eight  years.  The  family  kept  the  gaso- 
line can  in  their  shed  in  the  rear  of  the  house.  They  noticed  that  the 
boy  was  putting  in  considerable  time  at  play  in  the  shed,  and  watch- 
ing him  one  day  gave  them  the  first  inkling  of  what  was  going  on. 
The  boy  was  seen  upon  his  knees,  sucking  away  at  the  can,  when, 
after  probably  two  or  three  minutes  of  hard  work,  he  would  close  his 
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eyes  and  tumble  over  in  a  sort  of  dreamy  delight ;  in  a  minute  more 
he  would  be  in  a  profound  stupor,  and  remain  in  that  state  for  a  few 
minutes,  when  he  would  again  Hake  his  place  at  the  can  until  fully 
satisfied,  when  he  would  amble  into  the  house  and  take  a  long  sleep. 
This  practice  he  taught  to  another  boy  living  in  the  same  house,  but 
of  only  three  years  of  age.  This  little  fellow  will  creep  behind  the 
kitchen  stove  at  every  opportunity,  and  inhale  the  gas  until  he  rolls 
over  and  is  sound  asleep. 

The  father  came  to  me  for  some  remedy,  and  at  my  suggestion  he 
emptied  out  the  gasoline  and  replaced  it  with  a  quantity  of  ammonia. 
After  the  first  "whiff"  of  the  ammonia,  he  became  more  careful,  and 
would  test  the  can  before  getting  down  to  business ;  but  when  he 
found  the  gasoline  he  became  as  fierce  as  ever,  and  no  reasoning  or 
threatening  will  keep  him  away  from  it.  The  next  remedy  prescribed 
in  the  case  was  the  twig  of  a  peach  tree,  to  be  applied  with  vigor  to 
the  base  of  his  anatomy  every  time  he  was  seen  near  the  can,  which 
gave  the  best  therapeutic  results  of  anything  tried  in  the  case  thus  far. 

I  have  been  unable  to  note  any  special  injury  from  the  habit,  un- 
less we  may  except  a  loss  of  appetite  and  consequent  loss  of  flesh.  If 
any  of  the  readers  of  the  Journal  have  Been  such  cases,  I  should  be 
very  much  pleased  to  hear  from  them. 


A  patient,  a  young  athlete,  age  21  years  and  weighing  180  pounds, 
went  with  a  company  of  young  people  for  a  day's  outing  in  the  country. 
The  day  was  warm  and  they  passed  the  time  climbing  over  the  hills 
and  playing  ball  until  they  were  considerably  heated  up,  when  they 
secured  some  lanterns  and  entered  a  cave  where  they  rested  for  an 
hour  or  more,  and  until  they  were  considerably  chilled.  Upon  return- 
ing home  a  few  hours  afterward,  this  young  man  complained  of  a  ?ery 
severe  headache,  and  at  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  he  became 
unconscious,  when  the  family  physician  was  called  He  diagnosed 
the  case  as  being  some  trouble  with  the  bowels,  and  prescribed  salts 
and  rhubarb.  At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  severe  spasms  set  in, 
increasing  in  severity  until  often  not  more  than  fifteen  minutes  time 
passed  between  the  attacks. 

Early  in  the  morning  I  was  called,  not  knowing  that  another  physi- 
cian was  in  the  case — pronounced  it  an  attack  of  meningitis.  The 
pulse  was  at  140,  with  a  very  high  temperature.  The  boy  being  una- 
ble to  swallow,  I  began  the  treatment  with  sixty-minim  doses  of  fluid 
extract  of  gelsemium,  repeated  every  half  hour,  administered  hypo- 
dermically,  continuing  it  until  two  and  a  half  ounces  had  been  used, 
when  the  spasms  were  over  and  the  boy  able  to  speak.  At  intervals 
during  the  treatment  I  added  five  and  ten  drops  of  specific  veratrum 
to  the  injection,  which  reduced  the  volume  of  the  pulse,  as  well  as  its 
rapidity.     After  two  or  three  days  in  bed,  the  boy  was  all  right 

I  know  of  no  other  treatment  that  would  have  brought  the  patient 
through.    Some  of  you  may  say  that  this  is  medication  with  a  ven- 
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geance,  and  I  will  acknowledge  that  it  is,  but  it  was  a  desperate  case. 
The  father  is  a  druggist,  and  was  very  much  afraid  that  such  doses 
of  such  a  (to  him)  dangerous  drug,  would  poison  the  fellow.  I  be- 
lieve no  such  result  could  take  place  if  the  action  of  the  medicine  is 
watched  as  it  should  be,  and  as  soon  as  relaxation  is  noticed,  reduce 
the  dose,  or  stop  it  altogether ;  and  as  long  as  there  is  no  relaxation 
there  can  be  no  toxic  effect  Show  me  another  remedy  that  would  do 
as  much  as  gelsemium  in  the  early  stage  of  this  disease,  and  I  will 
try  it  in  the  next  case  I  get  hold  of. 


i 


A  GOOD  THING-PUSH  IT  ALONG. 
By  J.  D.  Ely,  n.  D.,  Toledo,  O. 

T  is  due  a  journal  from  which  reliable  and  helpful  information  is 
obtained,  to  give  it,  as  well  as  the  person  who  furnished  the  copy, 
not  only  proper  credit,  but  to  return  to  that  journal  favorable  com- 
ment and  such  information  as  may  have  been  added  from  experience 
with  the  good  things  furnished.  I  select  two  prescriptions  from  many 
in  this  Journal  which  I  have  found  useful.  The  first  one,  by  the  late 
Prof.  A.  J.  Howe,  and  which  he  suggested  labeling  "Sedative  and 
Local  Anaesthetic,"  very  appropriately,  is  as  follows : 

R— Camphor  gum,  chloral  hydrate  and  chloroform,  aa.  3j.,  mor- 
phia sulph.  gr.  v.  M.     Sig. — To  be  painted  over  painful  spots. 

As  no  particular  directions  for  preparing  this,  or  further  directions 
for  use,  were  given,  I  will  add  that  if  the  ingredients  are  put  together 
in  the  order  I  have  given,  a  clear  mixture  will  result,  otherwise  not 
Triturate  the  camphor  and  chloral  together,  add  the  chloroform,  and 
finally  the  morphine,  which,  on  shaking,  will  soon  dissolve,  and  the 
mixture  become  clear,  when  it  is  ready  for  use. 

I  have  found  this  mixture  especially  useful  in  neuralgia  of  superfi- 
cial nerves,  applied  over  the  seat  of  pain,  and  inhaled  frequently  as 
spirits  of  camphor  is  commonly  used.  A  few  drops  on  a  pledget  of 
cotton,  put  into  the  cavity  of  an  aching  tooth,  after  the  cavity  has 
been  wiped  out,  and  applied  to  the  gums,  will  usually  stop  the  pain 
of  any  not  ulcerated  and  requiring  immediate  extraction.  Used  in  the 
same  manner,  it  will  often  render  pulling,  when  necessary,  painless, 
or  nearly  so,  and  is  as  good  as  most  of  the  anaesthetics  containing  co- 
caine, for  this  purpose,  without  its  danger.  Applied  to  inflamed 
joints,  it  will  prove  helpful,  and  will  contribute  toward  relief  in  many 
other  troubles  which  will  suggest  themselves. 

Of  its  use  internally,  not  mentioned  before,  I  have  found  it  the 
equal,  if  not  superior  in  effect,  to  any  of  the  chlor. -anodynes,  chloro- 
dynes,  and  the  like  offered,  particularly  for  gastrodynes  and  the  vari- 
ous colics  for  which  such  remedial  agents  are  applicabla  The  dose  is 
three  drops  and  upward  to  the  limit  as  required.  Syrup  of  rhubarb 
compound — neutralizing  cordial — is  one  of  the  best  vehicles  for  admin- 
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istering  it  internally,  as  it  covers  the  taste  and  is  otherwise  beneficial 
Water  is  not  a  good  vehicle  for  it,  as  the  camphor  will  not  mix  with 
it,  though  it  may  be  added  in  such  quantity  as  desired  after  mixing 
with  the  rhubarb  compound.  It  is  best  to  add  the  vehicle  only  at  the 
time  of  administering  the  remedy,  as  the  mixture  is  not  a  permanent 
one.  Perhaps  a  vehicle  which  will  be  more  permanent  and  as  suita- 
ble will  be  found  and  made  known  to  us  by  some  reader. 

For  eea-sickness  the  remedy  is  the  best  I  ever  tried,  in  my  experi- 
ence, and  merits  the  name  specific,  as  I  have  never  known  it  to  fail  to 
give  relief.  It  has  acted  like  magic  in  some  cases,  in  surprisingly 
small  dosea  Four  successive  cases  I  now  recall  were  completely  re- 
lieved by  a  single  dose  of  three  drops.  I  would  especially  recommend 
it  for  this  trouble,  and  ask  for  it  a  thorough  trial  and  report  by  those 
having  opportunity,  that  its  value  may  be  exactly  determined,  and 
more  generally  made  known. 

The  second  prescription  which  I  would  mention  particularly,  was 
first  given  under  the  title,  "Observations  of  a  Medical  Outlaw,"  in 
this  Journal  for  December,  1886,  and  many  times  since.  I  have  had 
sufficient  experience  in  the  use  of  it  to  find  its  value.  I  have  wished 
for  an  opportunity  to  personally  thank  the  originator,  and  do  so  now 
metaphorically,  and  cheerfully  credit  to  him  one  of  the  most  valued 
prescriptions  in  my  possession.    It  is  as  follows : 

R — Biniodide  of  mercury  and  bichromate  of  potassium,  aa.  grs.  x, 
specific  belladonna  gtt.  xv.,  sugar  of  milk  3iij.  M.  Triturate  very 
thoroughly,  adding  a  little  of  the  sugar  of  milk  at  a  time  during  the 
procedure,  and  finally  the  belladonna. 

This  particular  reference  to  formula  and  mode  of  preparing  again 
is  made  because  it  was  misprinted  and  dangerously  wrong  as  it  first 
appeared,  and  the  more  likely  in  consequence  to  have  failed  to  attract 
the  favorable  attention  it  deserves.  I  have  observed  also,  that,  on 
being  exposed  to  light,  it  changes  the  color,  if  it  does  not  impair  its 
effect,  and  therefore  suggest  that  stock  be  kept  in  a  colored  bottle,  or 
one  covered  with  tin  foil,  in  a  dry  place,  and  well  corked. 

My  experience  with  it  has  convinced  me  that  it  is  better  to  give  the 
powder  more  frequently  than  directed  at  first,  and  in  correspondingly 
smaller  doses,  as  it  has  an  important  local  as  well  as  constitutional 
effect,  missed  partially  when  given  at  long  intervals.  I  would  partic- 
ularly emphasize  the  importance  of  allowing  no  water  to  be  taken 
immediately  after  the  powder  for  the  above  reason.  For  example,  I 
usually  direct  for  a  patient  six  years  of  age,  two  grains  dry  on  the 
tongue  every  two  hours ;  water  or  other  liquid  needed  to  be  given  be- 
fore rather  than  just  after  the  powder.  It  is  not  unpleasant,  and  its 
taste  is  rarely  complained  of.  For  such  exceptional  cases  the  addi- 
tion of  a  little  powdered  licorice  makes  it  all  that  could  be  desired. 

This  powder  is  useful  in  sore  throat  from  almost  any  cause,  and 
particularly  so  in  diphtheria  and  tonsillitis.  It  is  the  basis  of  my 
treatment  in  all  cases  of  diphtheria,  and  alone  has  been  about  all  re- 
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quired  for  many.  Generally,  however,  I  supplement  its  use  with 
such  other  helpful  remedies  as  are  indicated ;  as  aconite  when  there 
is  fever,  and  Phytolacca  where  there  is  much  swelling  of  the  glanda 
1  also  find  a  gargle  of  chlorate  of  potash  useful  in  cases  old  enough  to 
use  it,  as  it  corrects  the  fetor,  and  is  helpful  in  clearing  away  tena- 
cious mucus  and  other  secretions,  and  thus  better  enables  the  powder 
to  get  directly  to  the  diseased  surfaces.  I  object  to  the  use  of  sprays 
and  swabs,  as  well  as  gargles  in  patients  too  young  to  use  them  intelli- 
gently themselves,  and  have  not  used  the  spray  and  swab  at  all  dur- 
the  past  ten  years  in  which  I  have  used  this  biniodide  compound.  I 
get  along  much  more  pleasantly  and  better  without  them.  The  ease 
with  which  the  remedies  and  methods  I  now  use  are  applied,  as  com- 
pared with  the  older  ways,  makes  the  treatment  preferred,  saying 
nothing  of  its  most  important  superior  effect  and  the  results  obtained. 

The  powder  may  be  used  with  a  powder-blower,  where  the  mem- 
brane has  extended  to  the  nasal  cavity,  but  that  method  of  applying 
it  to  membranes  in  the  throat  is  not  so  good  in  effect  as  when  placed 
dry  on  the  tongue  and  allowed  to  mix  with  the  saliva  before  reaching 
it ;  besides  being  more  disagreeable  to  the  patient,  and  consequently 
more  difficult  to  use,  particularly  in  young  children.  Directly  ap- 
plied, I  have  observed  that  the  powder  sometimes  proves  irritating, 
and  its  effects  when  thus  used  are  objectionable,  if  not  harmful. 

Cases  of  follicular  tonsillitis  yield  to  the  effects  of  the  powder  in  a 
few  hours,  and  diphtheritic  membranes  will  disappear  (I  have  never 
known  a  return  after  its  use),  and  most  unfavorable  symptoms  sub- 
side promptly  under  its  influence.  It  has  the  effect,  I  observe,  to 
bleach  out,  soften,  and  disintegrate  the  membrane,  and  cause  relaxa- 
tion of  the  tissues.  The  disappearance  of  the  membrane,  and  partic- 
ularly the  relaxation  of  tissues  following  its  disappearance,  should  be 
watched  for  and  taken  as  a  signal  to  withdraw  the  use  of  the  powder, 
or  greatly  lessen  the  dose,  as  this  relaxing  effect  may  become  very 
disagreeable  to  the  patient.  It  is  easily  corrected,  however,  by  a  sim- 
ple astringent  gargle,  if  anything  is  needed,  and  the  latter,  in  con- 
nection with  suitable  tonics,  is  then  usually  all  that  is  needed  to  com- 
plete the  cure. 

To  review  my  method  of  using  the  powder  and  treatment,  especi- 
ally for  diphtheria,  briefly,  I  will  say,  first,  a  cathartic,  if  indicated, 
as  it  usually  is,  preference  being  given  to  1-10  grain  doses  of  calomel, 
with  syrup  rhei  comp.  and  cascara  aromatica,  equal  parts,  in  small 
doses,  hourly  till  I  get  effect ;  aconite,  in  small  doses,  with  any  other 
sedative  indicated,  as  veratrum,  gelsemium,  etc.,  and  Phytolacca  if 
desired,  always  choosing  the  more  simple  combinations,  and  give  suc- 
cessively as  follows :  First  the  sedative,  next  the  gargle,  when  used, 
and  lastly  the  powder.  This  method  I  commend,  as  it  saves  unneces- 
sarily frequent  disturbance  of  the  patient,  which  is  particularly  im- 
portant in  those  very  young,  and  those  likely  to  object  and  resist  any 
effort,  however  simple,  to  do  anything  for  them,  which  are  occasion- 
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ally  met  To  deal  gently  and  kindly  with  all  is  my  idea  in  practice, 
and  especially  with  children,  for  experience  has  taught  me  that,  to 
undertake  and  insist  on  using  such  methods  and  treatment  as  cause 
children  to  struggle,  cry  and  resist — and  especially  in  the  treatment 
of  diphtheria — more  harm  than  good  is  done  by  persisting  with  them. 
Pleasant  methods  and  medication  is  the  thing  in  all  cases  possible  to 
use  them. 

The  methods  I  have  suggested  need  only  to  be  tried  to  be  appreci- 
ated, I  think,  and  I  am  glad  to  commend  and  recommend  these  pre- 
scriptions, and  the  methods  given,  and  ask  for  them  general,  thorough 
trial.    'Tis  a  good  thing ;  push  it  along. 


CHANCROID. 
By  Prof.  Lyman  Watktns,  n.  D.»  Cincinnati,  O. 

MORE  than  twenty  years  ago,  the  late  Prof,  Howe  wrote  in  re- 
gard to  chancroid  and  chancre,  as  follows :  "There  are  two 
kinds  of  venereal  ulcere  known  as  chancres — the  one  is  a  purely  local 
disorder,  and  contains  no  poison  which  entera  into  the  circulation  and 
produces  systemic  phenomena ;  the  other  is  a  lesion  which  is  merely 
an  early  phase  of  a  series  of  manifestations  beginning  in  contagion 
and  ending  in  a  variety  of  morbid  sequelae  requiring  years  for  their 
evolution." 

But  he  was  still  under  the  influence  of  the  old  idea  that  the  soft 
chancre  is  a  form  of  syphilis — an  erroneous  impression,  as  uncompli- 
cated chancroid  has  nothing  of  syphilis  in  it,  for  he  goes  on  to  say : 
"The  local  disease  called  soft  chancre  does  not  come  from  an  entirely 
distinct  virus  [we  now  know  it  does],  but  from  some  modification  of 
the  original  disease,"  i.  «.,  syphilis. 

His  description  of  the  beginning  and  course  of  chancroid  is  very 
plain :  "A  peculiarity  of  the  local  disease  is  that  it  generally  produces 
several  sores  on  the  genitals,  and  all  are  about  the  same  age ;  they 
incline,  by  ulcerative  action,  to  coalesce,  making  one  or  more  large 
sores.  The  local  disease  begins,  so  far  as  our  observation  extends,  in 
the  development  of  vesicles  a  day  or  two  after  the  virus  is  received ; 
a  couple  of  days  more  will  convert  the  vesicles  into  pustules,  and  when 
these  break  small  ulcers  are  formed. " 

Chancroid  is  essentially  a  pustular  lesion,  spreading  by  contact, 
auto-inoculable.  It  is  a  sore  which  is  purulent,  and  inoculates  sur- 
rounding parts.  Pus  from  a  chancroid  will  cause  a  similar  lesion  up- 
on a  part  of  the  body  with  which  it  comes  in  contact  The  multiple 
character  of  chancroid  is  a  diagnostic  feature.  Chancroid  is  an  evi- 
dence of  venereal  infection,  but  not  of  syphilis :  it  is  not  chancre,  and 
does  not  represent  a  phase  of  syphilitic  contagion,  but  when  pure  and 
unmixed  is  a  wholly  local  affection.  The  soft  chancre  may  occur  in 
those  who  have  syphilis  (mixed  chancre),  as  well  as  in  those  who  hare 
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it  not,  and  an  attack  of  chancroid  does  not  confer  immunity  from 
syphilis,  nor  from  future  attacks  of  soft  chancre.  Uncomplicated 
chancroid  is  not  syphilis  any  more  than  it  is  gonorrhoea,  balanitis, 
verucca,  or  other  venereal  disease ;  but  it  has  taken  the  medical  pro- 
fession a  long  time  to  discover  this,  and  many  skeletons  repose  in  the 
catacombs  of  the  past  because  of  our  ignorance,  placed  there  by  mis- 
taken heroic  treatment 

Although  the  diagnosis  of  chancroid  is  generally  an  easy  matter,  it 
becomes,  at  times,  difficult,  and  it  behooves  us  to  be  extremely  care- 
ful, so  that  we  will  not  make  the  mistake  of  treating  chancroid  as 
syphilis,  or  syphilis  as  chancroid 

The  chancroid  first  appears  upon  the  affected  site  as  a  red  maculated 
pin-head  elevation.  It  presents  the  characters  of  a  vesicle,  but  soon 
becomes  pustular  and  rupturing  forms  an  ulcer  which  increases  in  size 
progressively  day  by  day.  There  is  a  red  areola  about  the  sore  for  a 
variable  distance ;  the  edges  of  the  ulcer  are  soft  and  pliable,  but  well 
defined  as  though  they  had  been  cut  out  with  a  sharp  punch ;  and  al- 
though the  chancroid  is  never  indurated  there  may  be  considerable 
inflammatory  engorgement  of  surrounding  tissues. 

There  is  usually  considerable  pain,  tenderness  and  swelling  in  the 
part  Occasionally,  however,  there  may  be  no  disagreeable  sensation, 
and  the  existence  of  chancroid  unsuspected  until  the  patient  has  his 
attention  arrested  by  a  bubo,  when  the  chancroid  will  subsequently  be 
found  in  some  obscure  location  about  the  genitals.  As  a  rule,  the 
chancroid  is  distinguished  by  concomitant  pain.  The  most  favorite 
site  for  soft  chancres  is  the  genital  region ;  they  rarely  appear  else- 
where, except  about  the  anus.  The  parts  most  frequently  affected 
are  the  prepuce,  glans,  tip  of  urethra  and  labia.  The  ulcers  some- 
times become  eroding,  serpiginous,  phagedenic,  and  very  destructive. 
Patches  of  ulceration  occur,  which,  spreading  over  the  abdomen, 
thigh,  buttock,  or  perineal  region,  involve  large  areas.  This  condi- 
tion is  found,  for  the  most  part,  in  the  poorly  nourished,  filthy,  or 
debilitated,  and  in  such  gangrene  is  not  unusual. 

Mixed  chancres,  vegetations,  warts,  phimosis,  paraphimosis,  ab- 
scess and  bubo,  are  frequent  complications.  The  bubo  of  soft  chancre 
generally  suppurates.  Following  the  regular  course  of  such  sores, 
the  ulcers,  when  simple  and  uncomplicated,  go  on  through  successive 
steps  to  normal  recovery  in  from  one  to  six  weeks,  but  recovery  may 
be  indefinitely  postponed  when  complications  arise.  There  is  no  defi- 
nite incubation  period  for  chancroid ;  it  may  appear  at  any  time  from 
one  to  ten  days  after  exposure. 

Taken  as  a  local  lesion,  the  chancroid  is  far  more  serious  and  less 
amenable  to  treatment  than  the  Hunterian  chancre.  Many  severe 
lesions,  caused  by  the  mercurial  treatment  of  chancroid,  have  been 
attributed  to  syphilis.  Internal  treatment  is  not  demanded  in  cases 
of  chancroid  occurring  in  those  otherwise  in  good  health.  Should  the 
patient  be  debilitated,  he  may  be  treated  constitutionally  according 
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to  the  indications.  So  far  as  the  chancroid  is  concerned,  the  treat- 
ment will  be  entirely  local.  As  soon  as  the  character  of  the  sore  is 
determined,  we  begin  our  curative  measures  by  thoroughly  cleansing 
the  sore,  for  the  patient  rarely  comes  to  us  until  the  development  of 
the  ulcerative  stage.  For  this  purpose  the  parts  must  be  washed  with 
soap  and  warm  water,  and  afterwards  sprayed  with  hydrogen  perox- 
ide in  order  to  remove  clinging  pus.  Having  cleansed  the  ulcer,  we 
have  our  choice  of  either  the  dry  dressing  or  the  wet  dressing.  My 
favorite  dry  dressing  is  asepsin  full  strength.  This  may  cause  some 
pain,  and  if  thought  best  the  asepsin  can  be  reduced  with  starch  pow- 
der or  powdered  rice.  Iodoform,  europhen,  acetanilid,  boracic  acid, 
calomel,  and  bismuth,  are  each  useful  as  a  dry  dressing.  I  have  used 
them  repeatedly,  but  as  a  rule  prefer  asepsin.  The  chloride  of  zinc 
and  bloodroot  of  Howe's  Surgery  are  effective.  I  have  used  this  mix- 
ture on  many  chancroids,  and  have  cured  them  too ;  but  it  is  very 
painful,  and  is  passing  with  the  harsher  methods  of  the  old  days.  Of 
the  wet  dressings,  thuja  is  my  choice,  and  my  experience  with  this 
remedy  co-incides  with  that  of  Prof.  Felter,  given  in  "Newer  Reme- 
dies," Annual  of  Eclectic  Medicine  and  Surgery,  vol.  iv.  p.  9:— 
"For  chancroid,  an  aqueous  liquid  thuja  (destitute  of  resin)  has  given 
better  results  in  my  hands  than  any  other  agent  The  parts  are  to  be 
thoroughly  cleansed  with  a  borax  solution,  then  the  liquid  thuja  is  to 
be  applied  full  strength,  frequently  renewing  the  application.  It 
quickly  subdues  the  pain ;  the  healing  is  rapid." 

Other  wet  dressings,  consisting  of  antiseptic  and  astringent  solu- 
tions of  such  remedies  as  zinc,  copper,  iron,  formalin,  listerine,  and 
hydrastis,  are  beneficial  at  times,  and  should  be  kept  in  mind. 

Operative  measures  are  sometimes  adopted.  They  are,  burning  with 
the  galvano-cautery,  excision  with  the  knife,  or  application  of  nitric 
acid,  carbolic  acid,  pyrogallic  acid,  zinc  chloride,  eta,  the  object  be- 
ing to  destroy  enough  tissue  to  create  a  healthy  sore,  which  shall  take 
the  place  of  the  chancroid. 

But  these  harsh  and  painful  measures  are  fast  being  abandoned. 
In  many  cases  they  cause  an  aggravation  of  the  original  trouble,  for  if 
the  entire  chancroid  is  not  destroyed  the  whole  raw  surface  becomes 
infected,  and  the  sore  is  much  more  extensive  than  before.  Such  he- 
roic measures  are  now  no  longer  necessary.  As  the  ulcer  is  not  syph- 
ilitic there  is  no  fear  of  systemic  infection,  and  we  can  take  our  time 
to  gently  heal  them. 

The  continuous  immersion  plan  is  a  method  of  treatment  which  is 
very  successful  when  practicable.  It  consists  in  keeping  the  affected 
parts  constantly  immersed  in  hot  water  made  astringent  and  antiseptic 
by  the  addition  of  drugs.     A  cure  may  thus  be  effected  in  a  few  days. 

Greasy  ointments  and  salves  are  contra-indicated  in  the  treatment 
of  chancroid.  They  cause  a  retention  of  secretion,  and  are  nasty  and 
offensive. 
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CESAREAN  SECTION  TWICE  IN  ONE  PERSON.* 
By  J.  W.  Coakley,  fl.  D.»  Mt.  Etna*  Iowa. 

AUGUST  3,  1883,  I  was  called  to  see  Mre.  P,  aged  30  years,  in 
her  fourth  pregnancy,  there  having  been  previously  one  abor- 
tion. I  had  performed  craniotomy  in  two  preceding  labors  on  account 
of  so  great  contraction  of  the  pelvis  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
child  to  be  delivered,  as  the  conjugate  diameter  was  less  than  two  and 
one-half  inches. 

It  was  difficult  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  the  operation  owing 
to  opposition  to  it  by  elder  members  of  the  profession,  as  indeed  it  has 
been  one  of  the  most  hazardous  operations  known  until  within  the 
light  of  aseptic  surgery. 

Dr.  Harris  collected  with  great  industry  153  operations  performed 
by  the  older  methods  in  the  United  States,  56  of  which,  or  37  5  per 
cent,  ended  in  recovery ;  under  this  showing  it  will  be  seen  that  more 
than  one-half  of  the  cases  proved  fatal 

Baudon,  writing  in  1873,  said,  in  Paris  there  had  not  been  one  suc- 
cessful case  in  80  years,  though  the  operation  had  been  performed  on 
perhaps  as  many  as  50  women.  I  believe  the  responsibility  for  these 
results  to  be  due  to  septic  infection  in  the  first  place,  and  second,  the 
postponement  of  the  operation  until  death  impended.  I  believe  the 
surgeon  is,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  responsible  for  the  death  of  the 
patient,  when  due  to  sepsis ;  and  further,  when  the  dressing  is  com- 
plete no  inexperienced  nurse  should  have  anything  to  do  with  the  case. 

However,  I  decided  not  to  destroy  this  the  fourth  child,  and  the 
mother  consenting  to  the  operation,  I  called  as  assistants,  Drs.  Sweet 
and  Bryant.  I  operated  on  August  4,  1893.  On  the  evening  of  the 
third  I  gave  a  cathartic  and  moved  the  bowels  thoroughly,  and  emptied 
the  bladder  prior  to  the  operation :  every  antiseptic  detail  was  carried 
out,  with  cleansing  and  disinfecting  the  patient's  abdominal  surface 
and  vagina.  In  all  the  steps  of  the  operation  the  most  rigorous  pre- 
caution was  observed  Morphine  and  belladonna  with  nux  vomica  were 
given  to  sustain  the  nerve  centers  during  anesthesia  by  chloroform. 

After  the  patient  was  under  full  anesthesia  I  made  an  incision  to 
the  peritoneum  through  the  abdominal  wall  in  the  median  line  from 
four  inches  above  the  umbilicus  to  within  two  inches  of  the  pubis. 
The  peritoneum  was  opened  on  a  grooved  director  with  scissors,  and 
the  uterus  lifted  bodily  outside  the  abdominal  cavity  and  wrapped  in 
hoi  antiseptic  towels ;  the  upper  part  of  the  wound  was  temporarily 
closed  with  silver  sutures  to  restrain  the  abdominal  contents ;  a  broad, 
flat  sponge  was  wrung  out  of  hot  bichloride  solution  and  placed  pos- 
terior to  the  uterus  over  the  abdominal  incision  for  further  safety ;  a 
rubber  ligature  was  passed  "around  the  neck  of  the  uterus  to  prevent 
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hemorrhage.  An  incision  four  inches  long  into  the  uterus  and  pene- 
trating to  the  sack  was  then  made  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  amni- 
otic fluid  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  The  child  was  removed  from 
its  lair  with  membranes  intact,  which  were  then  ruptured  and  placenta 
removed ;  no  vessels  of  any  size  were  severed.  The  rubber  ligature 
was  taken  off,  uterus  washed  out  with  disinfectant  fluid  and  the  uterine 
incision  powdered  with  iodoform.  The  edges  of  the  wound  of  the  uterus 
were  brought  together  with  deep  interrupted  satures  of  catgut  about 
one-half  inch  apart,  made  with  a  curved  needle  one  quarter  inch  from 
the  edge  of  the  incision  through  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  uterus,  but 
not  including  the  mucous  membrane.  Sutures  were  tied  firmly,  but 
not  so  tight  as  to  strangle  the  enclosed  tissue.  For  the  purpose  of  ap- 
proximating still  more  the  edges  of  the  incision,  a  set  of  superficial 
stitches  of  silkworm  gut  were  inserted  between  the  other  stitches  about 
one-quarter  the  thickness  of  the  uterine  walls. 

Careful  inspection  was  made  of  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  we  con- 
cluded not  to  irrigate  because  no  blood  or  other  septic  material  was 
found  within  the  abdomen.  The  peritoneum  was  united  with  contin- 
uous sutures  of  silkworm  gut ;  the  abdominal  walls  were  next  eoap- 
tated  with  interrupted  sutures  of  silk,  the  whole  wound  being  dressed 
with  iodoform  gauze  and  absorbent  cotton. 

Within  an  hour  the  mother  conversed  joyously  over  a  living  babe, 
and  myself  and  assistants  were  no  lees  pleased  than  the  brave  mother. 
The  next  day  her  temperature  was  normal  and  but  for  slight  vomiting 
from  the  anesthetic  the  patient  was  tranquiL  On  the  third  day  after 
the  operation,  she  had  a  little  fever  for  the  first,  owing  to  secretion  of 
milk ;  the  temperature  of  100  lasted  one  day.  On  the  fourth  day,  tem- 
perature normal,  and  she  furnished  milk  for  infant,  and  the  mother 
was  anxious  for  food  to  appease  her  own  appetite.  On  the  fifth  day 
bowels  moved  and  temperature  normal ;  on  the  same  day  dressings 
were  changed,  wound  completely  healed  by  first  intention.  On  the 
tenth  day  of  the  operation  no  untoward  symptoms.  On  the  twenty- 
first  day  of  the  operation  patient  walked  through  the  house  and  felt  as 
well  as  ever,  excepting  muscular  debility. 

During  a  subsequent  pregnancy  in  the  same  patient  the  husband 
urged  a  miscarriage  to  be  performed,  which  I  refused  absolutely,  not 
feeling  justified  in  destroying  a  child  which  the  mother  desired  to 
save.  Under  the  present  advancement  in  antiseptic  surgery,  when  we 
have  statistics  to  show  that  the  fatality  to  the  mother  in  craniotomy  is 
47  per  cent.,  my  answer  was  in  the  negative. 

I  was  again  called  to  see  this  same  woman  in  labor  at  full  term  preg- 
nancy on  July  27,  1895,  and  gave  morphine  to  control  the  pains  and 
prepare  her  until  next  day  for  the  second  operation.  The  room  had 
been  washed  in  bichloride  solution,  and  sulphur  fumigations  had  been 
used  and  thorough  sprinkling  with  carbolic  acid  solution  at  the  time 
of  the  operation,  and  the  patient  had  attended  to  antiseptic  baths  and 
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vaginal  douches,  and  her  system  had  been  fortified  by  tonics.  I  was 
assisted  in  the  operation  by  Drs.  Sweet,  Salts  and  Davis,  with  my  wife 
as  special  nurse.  The  patient  was  anesthetized  at  11  a.  m.,  having  first 
taken  nux  vomica  and  morphine.  Only  about  one  ounce  of  Squibb 's 
chloroform  was  inhaled  during  the  entire  operation,  which  lasted  fifty 
minutes.  This  time  the  case  was  somewhat  complicated  by  reason  of 
the  placenta  being  attached  near  and  over  the  os  uteri,  as  in  a  case  of 
placenta  previa  I  cut  through  the  former  cicatrix  and  found  the  wall 
of  the  uterus  to  be  extremely  thin,  The  rubber  ligature  was  tightened, 
the  child  turned ;  to  save  time  membranes  were  reptured,  child  re- 
moved and  turned  over  to  Dr.  Salts.  Placenta  quickly  removed  with 
all  adherent  portions  of  the  decidua  carefully  separated.  Ligature 
was  loosened  and  uterus  washed  out  with  a  disinfectant  fluid  through 
vagina.  Hypodermic  injections  of  ergot  and  strychnine  were  given. 
The  uterine  cavity  and  edges  of  wound  were  powdered  with  iodoform, 
after  first  being  sponged  nearly  dry,  and  sutures  and  all  subsequent 
details  finished  as  above  related  in  the  first  operation.  The  patient 
did  not  lose  more  than  an  ounce  of  blood  at  most ;  neither  had  I  to 
ligate  nor  use  torsion  on  any  vessels.  Her  temperature  never  rose 
but  one  degree  above  normal  after  this  the  second  operation,  and  that 
on  the  third  day  at  the  appearance  of  the  milk ;  after  that  no  rise  of 
temperature,  and  she  furnished  plenty  of  food  for  the  child.  On  the 
fourth  day  the  dressing  was  changed  and  found  no  irritation,  wound 
completely  healed  by  first  intention.  We  irrigated  the  uterus  twice  a 
day  as  in  the  first  operation  for  the  first  five  days  afterward,  with  a  re- 
flux catheter  and  a  bichloride  solution,  and  the  next  five  days  once  a 
day  with  warm  solution  of  boracic  acid.  Finding  no  discharges  after 
this  the  tenth  day,  we  abandoned  all  further  uterine  interference,  be- 
lieving that  organ  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition  which  I  think  was 
owing  to  the  antiseptic  injections  during  and  after  the  operation 
especially.  She  rode  out  five  miles  on  the  twenty-first  day  after  the 
operation. 

My  judgment  in  the  matter  is,  the  Ceesarean  operation  is  a  superior 
one  and  should  be  generally  performed  when  the  child  can  not  be 
born  alive  in  any  other  way.  The  girl,  two  years  old,  after  the  first 
operation,  and  the  boy  after  the  second  one,  with  the  delighted  mother, 
live,  and  thus  add  a  further  triumph  to  the  success  of  antiseptic  ab- 
dominal surgery. 
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ANOSMIA. 

Loss  of  the  sense  of  smell  is  by  far  the  least  calamity  that  could 
befall  one  in  the  loss  of  one  of  the  five  special  senses ;  in  fact,  we  see 
cases  of  anosmia  in  which  the  patient  makes  no  complaint  in  particu- 
lar. Practically,  anosmia  is  due  to  a  nervous  lesion,  or  to  a  stenosis 
or  local  disease  that  prevents  odorous  particles  from  coming  in  contact 
with  the  olfactory  filaments ;  or  to  the  extension  of  inflammation  into 
the  mucous  membrane  in  the  region  of  the  distribution  of  the  olfactory 
nerve.  There  have  been  cases  of  anosmia  following  some  injury  to 
the  head;  the  olfactory  bulb  being  soft  and  easily  and  permanently 
injured.  Extension  of  atrophic  or  syphilitic  inflammation  into  this 
region  is  a  frequent  cause,  although,  taking  all  causes,  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  anosmia  is  not  common. 

In  regard  to  treatment  and  prognosis,  probably  the  most  recoveries 
occur  in  anosmia  caused  by  syphilitic  rhinitis  or  from  polypi,  the 
treatment  of  the  disease  bringing  a  return  of  this  sense.  In  nerve 
lesions,  whether  idiopathic  or  traumatic,  probably  the  best  results 
follow  the  use  of  the  galvanic  current — placing  one  sponge  on  the 
nose,  and  the  other  on  the  neck.  Strychnine  may  also  be  exhibited, 
but  if  the  anosmia  be  not  of  recent  date,  excepting  obstructive  anos- 
mia, there  is  little  prospect  of  recovery. 


EPISTAXIS. 

Epistaxis,  or  nose-bleed,  is  seldom  of  much  importance,  although 
there  are  occasional  cases  which  test  the  skill  of  the  physician  to  pre- 
vent even  the  loss  of  life.  Epistaxis  is  frequently  of  traumatic  origin, 
the  force  of  a  blow  rupturing  some  peripheral  arterial  twig,  which 
causes  the  hemorrhage.  When  one  recalls  the  markedly  vascular 
condition  of  the  nose,  and  the  proximity  of  the  circulation  to  the  sur- 
face, it  is  not  at  all  strange  that  traumatism,  "picking  the  nose,"  the 
rough  use  of  the  handkerchief,  etc.,  are  sufficient  to  cause  hemorrhage. 

Epistaxis  is  also  of  systemic  origin,  resulting  from  plethora  and  its 
opposite,  prolonged  and  pernicious  anaemia.  We  have  nose-bleed 
during  organic  heart  disease,  and  in  some  fevers.  Vicarious  menstru- 
ation, showing  itself  in  the  form  of  periodical  nasal  hemorrhage,  has 
many  times  been  reported — such  cases  usually  having  no  normal 
menstrual  flow. 

Epistaxis  is  also  frequently  caused  by  local  nasal  lesions,  the  most 
frequent  being  deformities  and  spurs  of  the  nasal  septum.  Such  cases 
have  a  region  in  the  nose  which  is  highly  congested,  and  it  only  needs 
a  stooping  position,  over  exercise,  blowing  the  nose,  or  some  trivial 
thing,  to  rupture  some  twig. 
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Treatment. — It  does  not  take  long  to  judge  from  the  case  what  we 
have  to  deal  with.  In  those  of  traumatic  origin,  the  bleeding  may  be 
profuse  for  a  while,  but  if  the  patient  is  healthy,  the  blood  will  natu- 
rally coagulate  and  check  the  flow.  Slight  and  continuous  hemor- 
rhage due  to  systemic  causes,  bleeders,  anaemia,  etc.,  is  best  treated 
by  the  internal  administration  of  carbo-veg.  in  trituration,  a  powder 
being  taken  every  two  or  three  hours. 

In  case  of  alarming  and  profuse  nasal  hemorrhage,  the  best  means 
is  plugging.  There  are  many  ways,  but  of  these  I  advise  two.  Take 
a  long  strip  of  iodoform,  borated,  or  any  antiseptic  gauze,  and  tampon 
the  nose  just  as  you  would  any  other  cavity,  putting  the  beginning  of 
the  strip  far  back,  and  then  completely  filling  the  cavity  anteriorly. 
This  is  easy  and  convenient,  and  must  be  removed  within  twenty-four 
hours.  The  resort  used  in  severe  cases  is  posterior  plugging.  Tie  a 
good  sized  cotton  tampon  in  the  middle  of  a  long  string.  Now  pass  a 
Bellocy's  canula,  or  just  as  good  a  soft  rubber  catheter,  through  the 
nose  until  it  shows  itself  in  the  throat ;  then  grasp  this  with  forceps 
and  bring  it  out  at  the  mouth,  to  which  end  you  tie  the  string  with 
the  tampon  fastened  in  its  center.  Now  withdrawing  the  catheter 
by  the  same  passage  it  was  entered,  the  plug  is  drawn  into  the  post- 
nasal opening  tightly.  We  now  have  one  string  out  the  mouth,  by 
which  the  tampon  may  be  withdrawn,  and  the  other  out  the  nose  by 
which  the  tampon  may  be  drawn  tightly  against  the  tissuea  Now 
plug  the  nose  anteriorly,  and  the  bleeding  is  within  bounds.  The 
plugs  must  be  removed  within  twenty- four  hours,  or  gangrene  or 
sloughing  may  result  from  pressure,  or  blood  poisoning  from  absorp- 
tion may  set  in. 

Among  minor  local  means  that  are  of  the  greatest  importance,  and 
which  should  all  be  exhausted  before  plugging,  the  erect  sitting  pos- 
ture is  always  essential ;  quiet  must  also  be  enjoined.  Standing  erect 
and  holding  the  arms  straight  above  the  head,  thus  forcing  the  blood 
t°  go  against  gravity,  is  advised.  However,  among  the  best  means 
are  the  sniffing  of  ice-water,  and  pressing  the  side  of  the  nose  firmly 
against  the  septum. 

In  cold  applications  to  the  spine,  we  have  a  powerful  influence  over 
the  nasal  circulation,  which  is  so  susceptible  to  vaso-motor  influence. 
Thus,  looking  back,  we  see  the  philosophy  rather  than  the  ignorance 
of  the  old  remedy,  "dropping  a  cold  key  down  the  back." 

The  coagulated  blood  should  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  nose  some 
time,  and  not  be  continually  blown  out. 

In  slight  continuous  hemorrhage  from  the  anterior  portion  of  the 
septdm,  the  spot  may  be  located  and  touched  with  chromic  acid  or 
the  galvanic  cautery ;  iron  and  styptic  sprays  are  also  useful  In  very 
active  hemorrhage  we  see  that  plugging  must  stop  it,  and  in  passive 
hemorrhage,  even  though  lasting  days,  with  blood  depletion  and  syn- 
cope, the  prognosis  is  good. 
vol.  lvil— 80 
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Surgery  In  Certain  Diseases  of  the  Nasal  Fossae. 

Dr.  C.  Compaired,  of  Madrid,  in  Rev.  hebd.  de  Laryn.  d'Otol.  et 
de  Rhin.  (Jan.  80, 1897),  gives  clinical  demonstration  of  the  power  of 
certain  simple  surgical  procedures  to  cure  completely,  or  relieve  mate- 
rially, diseases  of  the  nasal  fossae  which  drugs  of  all  possible  selection 
were  powerless  to  benefit  He  claims  that  these  surgical  methods  are 
the  only  treatment  for  that  class  of  cases  which  he  includes  under  the 
term  nasal  stenoses,  that  will  give  us  the  tuto,  cito  et  jucunde  of  the 
ancients.  The  almost  constant  immunity  following  operations,  from 
untoward  complications,  inflammatory  and  suppurative,  remarkable 
when  we  consider  the  great  vascularity  of  these  areas,  he  attributes  to 
a  condition  which  the  nasal  cavities  enjoy  in  common  with  the  buccal 
cavity,  viz.,  an  abundant  secretion,  which  catches,  removes,  and  per- 
haps renders  innocuous,  all  germs  which  would  otherwise  produce 
damage,  especially  when  it  is  assisted,  as  in  all  modern  surgery,  by 
antiseptic  spraya 

Catarrhal  subjects  have,  as  a  rule,  narrow  or  stenosed  nasal  pas- 
sages and  a  doughy  tongue,  as  well  as  marked  disturbance  of  the  gen- 
eral health.     Bemoval  of  the  stenosis  in  children  will  prevent — 

1.  Thoracic  deformities  and  their  consequences. 

2.  Permanent  malformations  of  the  chest,  deafness,  faults  in  speech 
and  mental  function. 

In  adults — 1.  It  will  prevent  and  cure  asthma,  spasmodic  cough, 
bronchitis,  melancholia,  and  mental  distraction. 

2.  In  many  cases  stenosis  is  a  factor  in  various  nervous  reflexes. 

3.  It  is  an  important  element  in  many  diseases  in -which  its  influ- 
ence has  previously  been  overlooked  Moreover,  it  causes  phenomena 
at  remote  points,  by  continuity  of  tissue,  by  reflexes,  and  by  sympa- 
thetic function,  as,  a  g.,  of  the  genital  organa 

He  instances  an  inguinal  hernia  produced  by  the  mere  mechanical 
effort  of  blowing  the  nose  in  a  case  of  stenosia  Loss  of  smell  is  ex- 
plained by  shutting  off  the  olfactory  nerves  from  the  inflowing  air 
current  by  the  swelling  of  the  turbinated  tissues. 

Powders,  sounds,  medicated  cylinders,  sprays,  injections,  irriga- 
tions with  medicated  solutions,  tampons,  and  all  kinds  of  salves  were 
given  a  patient  and  thorough  test  But  surgery  brings  in  gradual 
dilatation,  with  bougies,  electrolysis,  galvano  cautery,  curetting,  sli- 
cing, use  of  scissors,  saws,  etc.,  ranging  from  the  smallest  procedure 
to  the  most  formidable ;  and  the  more  blood-letting  the  remedy,  the 
more  radical  and  efficient  Conviction  is  brought  home  by  the  clinics. 
He  cites  the  following  case : 

Jose  O,  Albinane,  12  years,  Ouspenski's  (Moscow)  type  and  facies, 
snores  from  infancy,  and  awakes  often  with  start  and  fright.  He  has 
defective  development,  frequent  acute  catarrhal  attacks,  nose  twisted 
to  the  right,  tonsils  hypertrophied,  adenoids  filling  the  nasopharyn- 
geal space,  hypertrophy  of  turbinated  bodies  of  right  side,  deviation 
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and  thickening  of  septum  in  the  form  of  a  spur  on  the  left,  both  nares 
absolutely  occluded.  From  childhood  intelligent  and  studious,  he 
lost  his  brightness  and  application  to  study  commencing  at  about  7 
years,  until  his  look  and  his  loss  of  memory  made  his  teachers  think 
he  was  losing  his  mind.  The  septal  deviation  was  sawed  off  Dec.  8, 
1894,  and  the  adenoids  removed  After  healing,  the  tonsils  and  tur- 
binates were  cauterized.  On  Feb.  8, 1895,  he  breathed  freely,  did  not 
snore,  and  was  completely  changed,  physically  and  intellectually,  and 
continues  well  to  this  day. 

This  is  one  of  several  cases  of  similar  character,  from  which  the 
author  concludes  that  nasal  stenoses  develop  other  troubles  and  chan- 
ges important  enough  to  demand  rapid  and  efficient  treatment,  met 
only  by  surgical  procedures. — Amer%  MecL-Surg.  Bui. 
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EDUCATIONAL  USES  OF  HYPNOTISM. 

R.  Osgood  Mason,  M.  D.,  in  Pediatrics,  February,  1897,  replies 
to  a  critic  under  the  above  title,  and  defends  the  use  of  hypnotism  in 
general  and  its  use  for  educational  purposes  in  particular.  He  denies 
that  it  will  produce,  in  the  hands  of  any  intelligent  physician,  hysteria, 
imbecility,  or  susceptibility  to  every  fleeting  idea  or  impulse.  He  also 
denies  the  assertion  of  his  critic  that  "the  susceptibility  to  hypnotic 
influence  is  itself  a  stigma  of  neuroticism,  perhaps  of  hysteria. " 

Among  other  cases  of  his  own,  which  he  recites,  are  these  effects  ac- 
complished in  children. 

A  little  boy,  seven  years  of  age,  was  a  most  unhappy  coward,  afraid 
of  the  slightest  pain,  and  a  coward  and  cry-baby  amongst  his  play- 
mates. He  had  some  slight  disease  of  the  scalp  which  it  was  neces- 
sary to  treat,  but  he  would  cry  and  run  away  the  moment  I  entered 
the  room.  After  one  or  two  unhappy  and  only  partially  successful 
attempts  at  treatment,  I  decided  to  try  suggestion.  Placing  him  in  a 
chair  opposite  me,  I  took  his  face  and  head  firmly  between  my  hands, 
and  putting  my  face  near  his,  I  commanded  him  to  look  steadily  into 
my  eyes.  It  was  very  difficult  to  secure  his  attention,  but  having  se- 
cured it,  I  soothed  him  with  passes  and  light  touches  until  his  eyelids 
drooped — he  was  then  perfectly  quiet,  subjective  and  sleepy,  but  not 
asleep.  I  then  suggested  that  he  would  no  longer  be  a  crying  whim- 
pering coward,  but  a  strong,  brave  boy ;  that  he  would  take  his  treat- 
ment without  fear,  and  that  he  would  stand  up  sturdily  for  his  rights 
among  his  play-fellews.  This  was  repeated  over  and  over,  gently  but 
firmly — he  all  the  while  remaining  passive  and  sleepy,  and  apparently 
taking  no  notice  whatever  of  my  suggestions.  The  next  day  I  called 
he  was  shy  but  not  troublesome,  and  with  two  or  three  repetitions  of 
the  suggestions  he  came  promptly  and  bravely  to  his  treatment      I 
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was  also  informed  that  the  change  in  his  manner  among  his  play- 
mates was  equally  marked ;  certainly  all  the  crying  and  cowardly  man- 
ner has  disappeared,  and  he  seems  self-reliant  and  happy. 

The  next  case  recited  was  one  of  night  terrors  in  a  little  girl  5  years 
of  age.  Under  light  hypnosis  she  was  assured  that  the  "big  black 
man"  would  appear  to  her  no  more,  and  that  she  would  sleep  soundly 
all  the  night  through.  This  one  suggestion  was  sufficient  to  relieve 
her. 

Another  case  is  given  of  a  girl  of  15,  who  experienced  great  diffi- 
culty in  reciling.  She  could  learn,  but  when  called  upon  to  face  the 
school  and  answer  to  questions  she  was  entirely  unable  to  respond, 
and  was  obliged  to  take  her  seat  in  disgrace.  Hypnosis  and  sugges- 
tions of  her  ability  to  perform  these  tasks  and  suggestions  againsQier 
timidity  enabled  her  to  pass  very  creditable  examinations. 


CYSTITIS    IN    WOMEN. 

The  following  is  from  the  New  York  Medical  Times,  by  E.  1L 
Hale,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  on  treatment  of  cystitis  in  women : 

"It  may  interest  the  readers  of  the  THtnes,  if  I  mention  the  drags 
which,  in  my  practice,  have  brought  about  the  best  results  in  catarrh 
of  the  bladder. 

"Cantharis,  cannabis  sativa,  equisetum,  and  corn-silk,  I  prefer  in 
the  acute  stage ;  the  latter  acts  best  when  given  in  doses  of  ten  or  fif- 
teen drops  of  the  fluid  extract,  because  it  is  primarily  a  sedative  to  the 
mucous  surfaces  of  the  urinary  organs.  In  chronic  cases  I  have  found 
chimaphila  the  most  generally  useful  of  all  the  drugs  I  have  used. 
With  it  I  have  cured  cases  which  had  resisted  the  most  vigorous  in- 
ternal and  local  treatment — cases  where  the  mucopurulent,  offensive 
sediment  formed  30  per  cent  of  the  whole  volume  of  the  output  from 
the  kidneys.  It  acts  best  in  doses  of  10  to  20  drops  of  the  fluid  ex- 
tract The  next  most  important  remedy  is  eucalyptus,  but  in  order 
to  get  its  best  effects  it  must  be  given  in  doses  of  5  to  10  drops  every 
three  or  four  hours. 

"It  has  been  found  that  both  species  of  chimaphila  contains  arbu- 
tin— a  glucoside  also  obtained  from  uva  urai  (bear-berry). 

"Hydrangea  was  held  in  high  repute  among  tbe  people,  in  domestic 
practice,  as  a  remedy  in  gravel,  dysuria,  and  other  disorders  of  like 
nature,  before  it  was  used  by  physicians.  I  have  found  it  of  great 
value  in  gravel,  both  uric  acid  and  phosphatic ;  in  renal  colic,  irrita- 
ble bladder,  chronic  cystitis ;  but  I  am  not  sure  that  it  influences  the 
mucopurulent  discharge  as  does  chimaphila. 

"There  are  cases  where  neither  chimaphila  nor  eucalyptus  will  re- 
move the  putrefaction  going  on  in  the  mucus  of  the  bladder.  In  each 
cases  boracic  acid,  saccharin,  or  salol,  is  indispensable, 

"Copaiva,  cubebs,  oil  of  sandalwood,  pichi,  uva  ursi,  benzoate  of 
lithia,  and  creosote,  have  been  useful  in  my  practice. 
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"I  advise  my  patients  to  drink  freely  of  soft  spring  or  rain  water, 
Poland  water,  or  lithia  water.  There  is  no  objection  to  tea,  weak  cof- 
fee, cocoa,  or  lemonade.  Mate,  a  tea  much  used  in  South  America, 
and  now  imported  into  our  large  cities,  is  an  excellent  beverage  in 
such  cases.  It  is  sedative  to  the  urinary  passages.  I  insist  on  all- 
wool  undergarments,  and  the  wearing  of  high  shoes  or  books  to  keep 
the  feet  warm  and  dry. " 

Dr.  Hale  states  that  he  has  not  had  good  success  in  curing  chronic 
cystitis  in  women  by  local  irrigation,  but  has  obtained  better  success 
with  irrigation  in  men. 

In  acute  cases  he  gives  the  remedies  in  alternation,  but  in  chronic 
cases  the  appropriate  remedy  is  advised  in  larger  doses,  even  in  tine- 
tore  or  decoction. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  irrigation  of  the  bladder  has  been  too  fre- 
quently and  indiscriminately  performed  It  is  the  experience  of  most 
physicians  to  meet  cases  who  have  been  faithfully  and  carefully  treated 
in  this  manner  without  relief.  It  corroborates  the  opinion  that  is  usu- 
ally entertained  by  physicians  after  years  of  experience,  that  cases 
should  be  individualized. — Journal  of  Orifieial  Surgery. 


A  BUSINESS  WIFE. 

Some — a  very  few — wives  of  physicians  are  noted  as  business 
women.  They  are  at  the  head  and  front  of  all  mission  movements 
made  on  behalf  of  the  pater  familias.  Such  wives  are  active  church 
members  and  in  social  circles,  and  become  members  of  all  the  women 
and  children  organizations  within  their  reach,  and  do  not  once  hesi- 
tate to*  say  to  the  good  sisters  that  it  is  a  duty  owed  to  themselves 
to  employ  Dr.  Blank.  One  doctor's  wife  heard  of  not  only  sought 
ought  the  peculiar  ailments  of  the  women  of  her  church  and  societies, 
but  drummed  them  into  her  husband's  office  for  physical  examina- 
tions. Nor  did  she  stop  and  restrict  her  labors  to  the  church  with 
which  she  affiliated,  but  neighbor  women  were  placed  under  surveil- 
lance, quizzed  and  coddled  into  seeking  advice  from  her  husband. 

That  woman  was  a  financial  fortune  to  her  husband.  She  knew 
every  sick  nurse  with  whom  her  husband  came  in  contact  She  care- 
'  fully  collated  professional  nurses'  cards,  and  invited  them  to  tea ;  she 
wanted  to  be  personally  kind  to  them,  wanted  to  help  them  in  getting 
cases,  and  as  one  good  turn  deserved  another,  the  nurse  was  soon  mar- 
shalled into  her  service  as  tooter  for  a  man  she  called  husband. — Cin. 
Lancet  Clinic. 

Dtbty  Thermometers. — Did  you  ever  think  how  it  would  repulse 
you  to  have  a  thermometer  which  had  been  removed  from  another  pa- 
tient's mouth  and  not  cleansed,  thrust  into  your  mouth?  Then  always 
cleanse  your  thermometer  in  the  presence  of  your  patient  Most  pa- 
tients are  too  polite  to  say  anything,  but  they  do  a  great  deal  of  think- 
ing.— Peoria  Med.  Jour. 


458  EDITORIAL. 

BsIesfeiG  ffledisal  Journal. 

A  Monthly  Journal  off  Keloette  Medicine  and  Surgery.      Sft.00  par  Annnn. 

JOHN  K.  8CUDDER,  M.  D.  Managing  Editor. 

ASSISTED  BY  THE  FACULTY  OF  THE  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  INSTITUTE. 

Published  by  THE  8CUDDEB  B BOTHERS  COMPANY,  1009  Plum  Street,  diido- 

nsti,  Ohio,  to  whom  all  communications  and  remittances  should  be  tent 

This  Journal  u  now  copyrighted.   Permission  to  reprint  any  article  is  freely  •ooordefl 

when  credit  is  given  in  full  to  "Eclectic  Medical  Journal,  Cincinnati,  O." 

Articles  on  any  medical  topic  are  solicited,  which  will  usually  be  published  the  month 
following  their  receipt  One  hundred  reprints  of  articles  of  four  or  more  pages,  or  one 
dosen  copies  of  the  Journal,  will  be  forwarded  free  if  the  request  is  made  when  the  article 
Is  submitted.     The  Editor  disclaims  any  responsibility  for  the  views  of  contributors. 

ERGOT. 

The  reputation  of  no  drug  in  the  materia  medica  suffers  more 
from  worthless  preparations  of  it  than  does  ergot  Many  of  the  ordi- 
nary shop  solutions  are  worse  than  worthless.  Ergot  to  be  of  any 
value  must  be  less  than  a  year  old ;  it  should  be  of  a  pinkish  hue,  and 
not  too  hard  and  brittle.  It  has,  when  fresh,  a  peculiar,  heavy  odor, 
and  an  oily,  disagreeable  taste.  A  few  drops  of  chloroform  occasion- 
ally added  to  it  in  bulk  will  help  preserve  it  by  destroying  the  insects 
that  infest  it.  It  yields  its  virtues  to  water,  alcohol,  and  dilute  acetic 
acid. 

The  active  constituents  of  ergot  have  not  been  definitely  ascertained, 
though  many  so  called  active  principles  have  been  isolated.  None  of 
them  represent  the  drug.  Ergotine  is  perhaps  the  nearest  representa- 
tive ;  but  it  is  a  combination  of  active  principles.  Commercial  ergo- 
tine is  likely  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  purified  aqueous  extract  of 
ergot 

Ergot  may  be  given  as  a  remedy  internally  by  way  of  the  mouth, 
or  by  hypodermatic  injection.  For  the  former  use  an  alcoholic  ex- 
tract, like  the  specific  medicine,  may  be  given.  But  such  prepara- 
tions must  not  be  used  hypodermatically,  because  of  the  irritation  that 
is  sure  to  follow.  Nor  is  it  safe  to  use  the  aqueous  preparations  on 
the  market,  because  an  injection  of  the  fungous  growths  that  contam- 
inate them  is  sure  to  produce  abscesses  and  other  unpleasant  trouble. 
In  our  practice  we  have  depended  upon  Lloyd's  ergot,  both  for  inter- 
nal administration  and  for  hypodermic  use.  It  is  a  preparation  that 
has  glycerine  for  a  vehicle  or  base,  and  a  small  amount  of  phenol  as 
a  preservative.  A  drop  of  it  is  equivalent  to  a  grain  of  fresh  ergot, 
and  in  its  preparation  a  number  of  the  irritating  inorganic  salts  usu- 
ally present  in  extracts  of  ergot  are  eliminated. 

The  size  of  the  dose  of  ergot  depends  upon  the  effect  one  desires  to 
produce.  For  many  uses  five  drops  to  one  drachm,  added  to  four 
ounces  of  water,  and  a  teaspoonf ul  of  the  mixture  every  one  to  four 
hours,  is  amply  sufficient.  As  an  aid  to  labor — that  is,  when  the  ob- 
ject in  view  is  to  increase  the  strength  of  the  natural  labor  pains 
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already  existing — five-drop  doses  are  the  limit.  However,  when  the 
object  is  to  cause  the  speedy  expulsion  of  the  contents  of  the  womb, 
drachm  doses  may  be  given  every  half  hour  or  hour.  Such  doses  as 
these  will  produce  continuous  tonic  contractions  or  spasm  of  the  womb. 
There  will  be  no  period  of  rest  between  pains  as  is  the  case  in  natural 
labor,  and  both  the  chlid  in  utero  and  the  mother  are  in  danger  from 
such  excessive  contractions. 

Over  doses  of  ergot  are  poisonoua  In  acute  ergot  poisoning  there 
is  pain  in  the  abdomen,  restlessness,  vertigo,  mental  worry,  dilated 
pupils,  dry  fauces,  pale,  cold  skin,  nausea,  vomiting,  and  convulsions. 
In  chronic  poisoning  by  the  continued  use  of  ergot  for  a  great  length 
of  time,  as  in  those  who  eat  rye  bread  continuously,  the  symptoms 
may  belong  either  to  the  convulsive  or  to  the  gangrenous  form.  In  the 
former  there  is  dim  sight,  severe  cramps,  dyspnoea,  and  death  due  to 
asphyxia  or  coma.  In  the  other  form  there  is  a  severity  of  local  phe- 
nomena, numbness,  death  of  the  part,  either  moist  or  dry  gangrene. 

To  relieve  the  acute  trouble,  use  hot  baths,  tannic  acid,  cardiac 
stimulants,  etc.  We  have  never  seen  a  case  of  the  chronic  variety, 
either  convulsive  or  gangrenous ;  but  in  two  or  three  instances  we  be- 
lieve we  have  produced  acute  ergotism  by  giving  too  large  doses  of  the 
drug.  The  action  of  ergot  as  a  remedy  is  antagonized  by  cardiac  and 
motor  stimulants,  and  chemically  by  caustic  alkalies  and  metallic 
salts.  Its  general  action  is  re  inforced  by  digitalis,  belladonna,  strych- 
nine, etc.  Its  emmenagogue  action  is  re-inforced  by  the  administra- 
tion of  such  drugs  as  ustilago,  gossypium,  macrotys,  polygonum,  etc. 

As  a  remedy  we  believe  ergot  to  be  a  most  valuable  one ;  while  at  the 
same  time  we  are  positive  that  it  is  greatly  abused,  and  that  much 
harm  is  done  daily  by  the  profession  in  administering  it  in  a  routine 
sort  of  a  manner.  We  are  sure  that  we  do  not  now,  in  a  large  prac- 
tice, use  it  half  so  frequently  as  we  once  did,  and  we  are  positive,  too, 
that  our  patients  now  do  as  well  or  better  without  it,  than  they  did 
formerly  with  it 

Perhaps  the  most  frequent  use  of  ergot  to-day  is  as  a  parturient, 
and  it  is  in  this  line  that  it  is  most  frequently  abused.  The  indica- 
tions for  its  use  in  labor  cases  may  be  summed  up  in  this  way :  Weak 
pains,  no  progress,  full  dilatation,  no  rigidity.  The  os  should  be 
soft  and  dilated,  the  presentation  correct,  and  no  obstruction  to  deliv- 
ery be  present.  It  should  never  be  given  in  the  early  stages  of  labor, 
nor  in  too  large  doses,  for  there  is  great  danger  of  rupturing  the  ute- 
rus, and  producing  tetanic,  tonic,  unyielding  uterine  spasm,  which 
drives  all  before  it  Failing  in  a  speedy  expulsion  of  the  contents  of 
the  womb  under  these  conditions,  trouble  is  sure  to  follow.  If  the 
womb  is  not  ruptured,  the  perineum  is  likely  to  be  badly  torn,  the  life 
of  the  fetus  destroyed,  or  the  woman  completely  exhausted.  Too  large 
doses  totally  paralyze  the  uterus,  and  destroy  its  contractility. 

Teachers  and  those  high  in  authority  on  obstetric  subjects,  recom- 
mend that  a  full  dose  of  ergot  be  given  to  every  woman  at  the  end  of 
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labor.  We  condemn  every  such  practice  or  procedure.  Xo  rule  like 
this  can  be  followed.  Occasionally  such  a  case  presents,  but  we  be- 
lieve that  in  ninety  per  cent  of  the  cases  a  large  dose  of  ergot  given 
at  the  end  of  labor  does  harm.  It  will  produce  needless  and  most 
distressing  after-pains.  It  has  caused  the  womb  to  contract  upon 
and  hold  for  days,  blood-clots  and  placental  fragments  that  became 
sources  of  septic  infection. 

The  obstetric  case  to  which  ergot  is  given  should  be  selected  with 
as  much  care  as  is  the  case  for  aconite  or  gelsemium.  When  it  is 
given  the  dose  should  be  only  large  enough  to  assist  normal  contrac- 
tions, without  producing  the  tetanic  expulsions.  The  proper  dose  of 
a  good  drug  should  bring  about  this  result  in  fifteen  or  twenty  min- 
utes. When,  from  severe  labor  exhaustion,  there  is  uterine  inertia, 
and  a  tendency  to,  or  danger  from,  hemorrhage,  we  would  give  ergot 
after  labor ;  and  if  there  was  a  doubt  about  its  absorption  and  quick 
action,  we  would  give  it  hypodermatically,  and  we  would  be  disap- 
pointed if  expected  results  did  not  follow.  . 

Next  to  its  action  in  producing  uterine  contractions,  the  value  of 
ergot  depends  upon  the  certainty  of  its  action  in  the  control  of  hem- 
orrhage. It  does  this  through  its  action  upon  unstriped  muscular  fibre. 
No  drug  acts  so  energetically  and  powerfully  as  ergot  in  post  partum 
and  uterine  hemorrhage.  It  is  also  very  efficient  in  some  cases  of 
epistaxis,  and  in  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs,  A  promineut  author 
says :  uThe  truth  is,  that  in  pulmonary  hemorrhage  very  little  real 
good  can  be  obtained  by  internal  medication."  We  think  differently, 
and  would  be  surprised  and  disappointed  if  satisfactory  results  did 
not  follow  the  use  of  ergot,  aconite  and  ipecac,  lycopus,  etc.  Ergot 
is  a  remedy  of  great  value  in  some  cases  where  there  is  always  a  ten- 
dency to  hemorrhage,  as  in  monorrhagia,  metrorrhagia,  and  typhoid 
fever.  Ergot  has  been  given  often  to  produce  abortion,  but  certainly 
it  is  neither  safe  nor  efficient  Small  doses  will  frequently  prevent 
abortion.  It  is  at  times  a  remedy  for  incontinence  of  urine.  Buchu 
is  an  excellent  companion  remedy  in  this  trouble.  Again,  ergot  is  the 
remedy  in  certain  cases  of  retention.  It  has  a  place  in  the  treatment 
of  leucorrhea,  atonic  amenorrhea  (with  aloes),  and  in  spermatorrhea. 
In  short,  ergot  is  a  useful  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  atonic  conditions 
of  both  the  male  and  female  reproductive  organs  generally. 

Ergot,  from  the  fact  that  it  contracts  the  blood-vessels,  and  controls 
the  circulation  to  an  extent,  is  a  vaunted  remedy  in  varicose  veins, 
and  in  varicocele.  It  is  highly  recommended  in  night  sweats,  but 
we  believe  there  are  better  remedies  for  this  purpose.  Ergot,  together 
with  digitalis,  is  much  praised  in  the  treatment  of  hypostatic  conges- 
tion, whether  it  be  pulmonary  or  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  it  in  dysentery  with  bloody  stools  (it  is  not  supe- 
rior to  sulphate  of  magnesia) ,  and  in  serous  diarrhea.  It  is  a  useful 
remedy  in  some  forms  of  vertigo  and  headache,  especially  when  there 
is  hyperesthesia  of  the  scalp.     It  may  be  given  with  the  bromides  or 
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with  specific  arnica  in  these  conditions.  It  is  a  valuable  medicament 
in  the  treatment  of  cerebral  hyperemia,  and  in  the  consequent  mania ; 
in  cerebrospinal  meningitis,  and  in  congestion  of  the  spinal  cord ;  in 
various  forms  of  myelitis,  and  in  congestive  headaches.  It  is  contra- 
indicated  by  cerebral  or  spinal  anemia. 

Ergot  has  a  decidedly  beneficial  action  in  certain  cases  of  prurigo, 
erythema,  urticaria,  acne  rosacea,  and  it  is  highly  recommended  for 
consideration  in  the  treatment  of  whooping-cough,  and  in  migraine. 
It  certainly  has  a  place  in  the  treatment  of  hematuria,  hematemesis, 
purpura,  and  in  diabetes  insipid ua  We  believe  that  with  rhubarb  or 
ipecac  it  becomes  an  excellent  remedy  in  hemorrhoids  and  other  forms 
of  rectal  trouble.  It  is  a  most  prominent  remedy  in  certain  cases  of 
exophthalmic  goitre,  in  paraplegia,  and  in  chronic  anemia.  It  is  rec- 
ommended highly  in  galactorrhea,  and  for  the  relief  of  false  pains, 
when  there  are  full  labia,  oedema,  and  much  uneasiness.  It  is  a  rem- 
edy for  enfeebled  circulation,  as  is  evidenced  by  full,  puffy  feet,  etc. 
Specific  lobelia  is  an  excellent  remedy  to  accompany  it.  This  is  espe- 
cially true  in  parturient  cases,  when  the  os  uteri  is  full,  doughy,  and 
rigid. 

Ergot  has  been  highly  recommended  both  as  an  internal  remedy 
and  as  a  local  injection  in  the  treatment  of  fibro-myomata  of  the  womb. 
We  believe  that  in  this  particular  condition  its  praise  has  been  too 
great  In  a  uterine  fibroid  just  beneath  the  mucous  membrane,  we 
believe  that  ergot  might  cut  off  its  blood  supply,  and  thereby  lessen 
hemorrhage,  and  at  the  same  time  cause  extrusion,  or  even  death  and 
sloughing  of  the  tissues.  This  treatment,  however,  is  long,  tiresome, 
and  even  painful,  and  it  will  not  answer  for  large  tumors.  An  early 
resort  to  surgical  means  is  preferable.  It  is  highly  praised  as  a  rem- 
edy in  subinvolution  of  the  uterus,  in  nasal  hypertrophies,  in  prolapse 
of  the  rectum,  in  aneurism,  in  enlarged  prostate  gland,  eta  Bartho- 
low  says  that  "the  normal  or  hypertrophied  heart  so  contracts  under 
the  action  of  ergot  that  the  difference  in  size  is  appreciable  by  percus- 
sion. "    We  take  this  statement  cum  grano  salts. 

Dr.  Scudder,  in  pointing  out  the  specific  indications  for  the  use  of 
ergot,  gives  them  nearly  the  same  as  for  belladonna — dull,  full  eyes, 
dilated  pupils,  full  veins,  feeble  voice,  sighing  respiration,  slow  pulse, 
a  tendency  to  coma,  etc.  w.  e.  b. 


DIARRtKEA. 

For  the  next  few  weeks  the  dirrhoeas  of  babies  will  continue  to 
demand  our  attention;  and  while  aconite  and  ipecac,  neutralizing 
infusion,  and  subnitrate  of  bismuth,  will  prove  as  successful  as  ever, 
where  the  same  conditions  exist  that  have  made  these  tried  agents  so 
successful  in  the  past,  yet  it  is  asking  too  much  of  them  to  cure  all 
cases.  There  are  two  indications  where  I  have  found  much  benefit 
from  ferrum  phos.  and  potassium  bichromate.     When  the  baby  has 
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frequent  watery,  green  stools,  and  is  a  little  feverish  and  restless, 
ferrum  phos.  3x,  in  grain  doses,  acts  very  nicely  in  giving  relief. 

Where  there  is  a  catarrhal  diarrhoea,  the  stools  being  mostly  mucus 
or  mucus  and  blood,  potassium  bichromate  3x,  in  the  same  size  dose, 
will  give  prompt  relief. 

In  either  case,  a  flushing  out  of  the  bowels  will  add  greatly  to  the 
medication,  as  will  strict  attention  to  the  nourishment.  Put  the  little 
patient  on  half  rations,  and  if  bottle-fed,  see  that  the  bottle  is  sweet 
and  clean.  When  through  nursing  lay  the  bottle  in  soda  or  lime 
water.  Throw  away  nursing  tubes,  and  use  plain  black  or  maroon 
nipples.     The  white  rubber  nipple  is  an  abomination.  a.  l.  t. 


PLACENTA  PREVIA  AND  THE  TAMPON. 

"Is  it  good  practice  to  tampon  in  any  case  of  placenta  previa!" 
The  above  inquiry  was  recently  made  by  Dr.  T.  J.  Daniel,  of  Maga- 
zine, Ark.,  Secretary  of  the  Logan  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 
Hemorrhage  is  an  accident  which  occasionally  occurs  during  preg- 
nancy, and  is  always  looked  upon  and  regarded  as  an  alarming  symp- 
tom. Occurring  at  such  times,  it  is  owing  to  partial  placental  detach- 
ment, and  the  extent  and  duration  of  the  flooding  is  proportionate  to 
the  amount  of  denuded  surface,  and  the  size  of  the  vessels  exposed. 

Two  varieties  of  puerperal  hemorrhage  are  thus  recognized :  the 
accidental  and  the  unavoidable ;  either  of  which  may  occur  at  any 
period  during  the  latter  months  of  gestation,  up  to  and  including  fall 
term.  Accidental  is  that  form  of  hemorrhage  resulting  from  prema- 
ture separation  of  the  placenta,  occupying  its  normal  site.  While  the 
hemorrhage  consequent  upon  placenta  previa  is  called  unavoidable. 
In  order  to  treat  such  cases  successfully  and  intelligently,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  correctness  of  the  diagnosis  be  positively  assured. 

The  hemorrhage  of  placenta  previa  may  not  occur  until  the  partu- 
rient period.  It  is  almost  certain  to  follow,  however,  in  case  of  com- 
plete  placental  presentation  during  the  latter  months  of  gestation,  at 
a  period  corresponding  to  the  spherical  development  of  the  neck— the 
utero- placental  vessels  becoming  exposed,  owing  to  the  cervix  grow- 
ing from  the  placenta,  as  it  were.  Hemorrhages  of  this  variety,  oc- 
curring thus  early,  are  characterized  by  suddenness  of  appearance, 
coming  on  without  obvious  cause  or  assignable  reason,  and  returning 
every  few  days  or  weeks  until  full  term.  The  severity  of  an  unavoid- 
able hemorrhage  depends  on  whether  the  placenta  is  wholly  or  par- 
tially attached  to  the  inner  os  uteri  When  the  implantation  is  cen- 
tral, the  hemorrhage  is  more  frightful,  and  the  consequences  more 
alarming,  than  when  it  is  only  partially  involved.  When  the  hemor- 
rhage does  not  occur  until  parturition,  it  depends  upon  the  uterine 
contractions,  each  contraction  tearing  the  placenta  from  its  cervical 
attachment ;  each  pain  exciting  the  flow. 

In  accidental  hemorrhage,  occurring  during  gestation,  the  cause  is 


EDITORIAL.  463 

usually  traceable  to  some  accident,  and  readily  apparent.  It  either 
results  in  abortion  or  yields  to  quietude  and  simple  treatment,  not  to 
return ;  uterine  contractions  control  it. 

Now  as  to  the  use  of  the  tampon  in  the  treatment  of  unavoidable 
hemorrhage.  Is  it  good  practice  to  tampon  in  any  case  of  placenta 
previa?  It  is  surely  a  very  valuable  adjunct  to  the  treatment  under 
many  circumstances,  and  it  is  often  the  most  important  factor  of  treat 
ment.  The  tampon  should  not  be  used  before  term  until  ordinary 
means  to  quiet  uterine  action  have  been  exhausted,  and  the  hemor- 
rhages, increasing  in  severity,  are  endangering  the  life  of  the  mother, 
with  no  hope  of  gestation  continuing  to  maturity.  Here  the  tampon 
should  be  used  to  control  the  hemorrhage  and  induce  premature  labor, 
in  the  same  manner  as  we  would  use  it  at  full  term. 

In  placenta  previa  at  the  parturient  period,  the  use  of  the  tampon 
will  usually  be  found  necessary.  Hemorrhage  begins  with  the  early 
pains,  and  increases  in  severity  as  the  force  of  the  contractions  increases. 
An  early  delivery  is  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  child,  and  com- 
plete evacuation  of  the  uterine  contents,  to  overcome  the  hemorrhage 
through  uterine  action.  Dilatation  is  essential  before  either  can  be 
accomplished.  The  tampon  is  thus  used  in  such  cases,  in  the  early 
first  stage,  for  the  double  purpose  of  controlling  the  hemorrhage  by 
direct  pressure,  and  at  the  same  time  inducing  dilatation.  The  tarn- 
pon  will  prove  disappointing  unless  properly  applied.  The  bladder 
should  be  first  catheterized,  as  the  pressure  of  the  tampon  will  render 
it  impossible  thereafter.  Gauze,  cotton,  strips  of  old  linen,  or  similar 
material  will  answer.  Patient  should  be  brought  with  the  hips  over 
the  edge  of  the  bed,  with  the  legs  flexed  back,  and  a  good  sized  duck- 
billed speculum  introduced,  after  which  the  vagina  should  be  filled 
and  packed  until  it  is  fully  or  even  forcibly  distended.  Any  thing 
short  of  this  (distending  the  vagina)  will  prove  of  no  avail. 

We  should  be  governed  as  to  time  of  removal  by  the  character  of 
pains  and  probable  degree  of  dilatation ;  and  if  not  sufficiently  dilated 
upon  removal,  we  should  re-tampon  The  use  of  the  tampon  should 
thus  be  continued,  by  means  of  which  the  hemorrhage  will  be  con- 
trolled, until  the  os  is  dilated  to  a  degree  allowing  of  immediate  deliv- 
ery, either  by  version  or  by  the  forceps ;  the  presenting  part  of  the 
child  preventing  the  hemorrhage  during  the  second  stage  as  it  ad- 
vances, in  the  same  manner  as  the  tampon  before  full  dilatation  in  the 
first  stage. 

The  use  of  the  tampon  in  placental  presentations  is  therefore  good 
practice ;  better  results  attend  its  use  in  these  dangerous  and  trouble- 
some cases  than  any  other  treatment  that  we  know  of.  It  is  the  means 
usually  resorted  to  in  such  conditions,  so  far  as  our  observation  ex- 
tends, and  is  the  course  advised  in  most  of  our  modern  works,  as  well 
as  by  all  recent  writers  with  whom  we  are  familiar. 

The  tampon  should  never  be  used  in  treating  accidental  hemor- 
hage  occurring  after  the  sixth  month ;  while  it  may  check  the  external 
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flow,  it  is  very  likely  to  result  in  a  concealed  hemorrhage,  and  the 
patient  may  bleed  to  death,  or  succumb  to  a  fatal  syncope,  though  not 
a  single  drop  of  blood  may  be  seen.  The  importance  and  necessity, 
therefore,  of  being  able  to  positively  diagnose  or  differentiate  between 
accidental  and  unavoidable  hemorrhage  becomes  at  once  apparent 


UNWHOLESOME    CANDIES. 

The  old  time  idea  that  candy  is  unfit  for  children  has,  in  recent 
years,  been  exploded.  That  the  child's  system  demands  sugar  is  now 
a  generally  accepted  fact,  and  its  introduction  into  the  system  in  the 
form  of  pure  candies  is  an  eligible  form  of  administration.  The  crav- 
ing for  candies,  so  universal  among  children,  and  adults,  too,  for  that 
matter,  is  in  itself  sufficient  evidence  of  the  demand  of  the  system  for 
sweets. 

That  too  much  candy  can  be  eaten  by  children  is  also  true,  and  we 
can  trace  many  of  the  digestive  disorders  of  childhood  to  the  abuse  of 
candy.  -  But  in  moderate  amounts,  pure  candy,  or  sugar  in  some  form, 
is  a  necessity  for  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  nutrition  of  the  body. 

The  case  of  an  individual  may  be  cited,  whose  stomach  is  subject  to 
periods  of  rebellion,  with  fetid  breath  and  coated  tongue,  and  in  which 
medicines  seem  to  do  but  little  good,  but  which  are  always  corrected 
by  partaking  freely  of  a  simple  home-made  taffy,  prepared  with  sugar, 
molasses,  and  butter. 

But  there  is  another  side  to  the  candy  question,  which  is  assuming 
alarming  proportions.  The  bulk  of  the  cheaper  candies,  and  especi- 
ally those  which  are  dispensed  at  the  smaller  candy  stores  and  gro- 
ceries, seem  to  us  to  demand  vigorous  legislative  interference.  There 
is  no  necessity,  even  under  the  plea  of  cheapness,  for  unwholesome 
candy,  for  at  the  present  price  of  sugar  cheap  candy  may  be  made 
pure.  The  chief  ingredient  in  all  good  candies  is  sugar,  and  sugar  is 
now  very  cheap.  Candies,  which  are  so  extensively  consumed  by  chil- 
dren, as  well  as  grown  people,  seem  to  have  received  but  little,  if  any, 
serious  attention  from  our  pure  food  commissioners.  When  we  con- 
sider the  candies  that  are  offered  to  our  children — cheap,  poor,  possi- 
bly poisonous,  and  always  unwholesome — we  can  not  refrain  from  the 
desire  to  see  their  originators  made  to  suffer.  Candies,  colored  with 
all  sorts  of  substances,  filled  with  grit,  flavored  with  rank  artificial  es- 
sences, which  constantly  produce  eructations,  and  even  impart  their 
odor  to  the  sweat  and  urine,  comprise  the  cheap  varieties  offered  to 
children  from  the  time  they  begin  to  clamor  for  sweets. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  cities,  especially  where  so  much  cheap 
candy  is  used,  are  populated  with  puny,  dyspeptic  children,  who  are 
burdens  to  themselves  and  to  those  who  rear  them?  Is  it  right  that 
at  the  time  of  all  times  in  the  child's  life,  when  his  stomach  should 
be  carefully  protected  and  his  nourishment  of  the  best,  his  health 
should  be  wrecked  that  commercial  greed  should  be  satiated. 
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Is  it  not  time  that  doctors,  who  should  be  the  guardians  of  the 
health  of  the  little  ones,  should  rise  as  one  body  and  demand  a  law  and 
its  enforcement  concerning  unwholesome  candies?  Again,  the  form  of 
some  candies  should  receive  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  law.  The 
innumerable  accidents  to  the  mouth  and  throat  that  have  been  caused 
by  the  sharp  pointed,  wooden  handle  of  the  "all-day  sucker"  is  suffi- 
cient reason  for  the  interdiction  of  such  goods.  Give  children  candy, 
but  let  it  be  pure  candy ;  and  fight  to  the  bitter  end  any  unwholesome 
substitute  for  sugar  candy.  h.  w.  f. 


THE    TEilPERATURE. 

The  temperature  of  the  body  varies  in  different  parts ;  thus  the 
normal  surface  temperature  is  about  85°,  while  the  normal  tempera- 
ture in  the  mouth  or  axilla  is  9&6°,  and  in  the  rectum  or  vagina  100.6°. 
The  temperature  of  the  internal  organs  is  still  higher ;  in  the  liver  it  is 
103°,  and  in  the  heart  102.4°. 

It  would  be  well  to  have  some  one  part  designated  as  the  jproper 
place  for  taking  the  temperature.  It  is  frequently  taken  in  the  mouth, 
but  there  is  no  place  that  is  so  varying  and  unreliable,  because  of  the 
current  of  air  passing  over  the  instrument,  and  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  thermometer  may  be  held  in  the  mouth.  The  difference  of 
a  degree  can  be  made  by  holding  the  mouth  tightly  closed  and  the 
instrument  properly  under  the  tongua  The  most  reliable  locality  is 
the  rectum,  but  for  many  reasons  this  is  not  always  convenient.  Prob- 
ably the  axilla  is  the  best  place,  everything  being  considered.  It 
would  be  well,  however,  in  giving  a  temperature,  to  Jalways  mention 
where  taken. 

Statements  of  remarkably^elevated  temperature  should  be  regarded 
with  due  caution.  Recently,  a  malingerer  was  detected  in*New  York 
City  who  had  a  trick  of  elevating  the  mercury  in  a  clinical  thermo- 
meter to  150°,  or  as  high  as  the  instrument  would  register.  This  in- 
variably occurred  when  the  temperature  was  taken  in  the  mouth,  but 
when  the  thermometer  was  introduced  in  the  rectum,  the  temperature 
was  found  normal.  This  patient  was  turned  out  of  several  hospitals 
in  succession  where  at  first  his  apparently  excessive  temperature  at- 
tracted much  attention.  The  majority  of  cases  of  extreme  tempera- 
ture, so  reported,  prove  fallacious  when  properly  investigated,  for  the 
vital  processes  cannot  be  carried  on  for  any  length  of  time  under  such 
conditions.  When  a  temperature  of  107°  is  reached  there  is  small 
hope  of  recovery.  Still  there  are  well  authenticated  instances  in  which 
the  temperature  exceeded  this  figure,  and  in  which  recovery  occurred. 

From  heat-stroke,  one  patient  in  Bellevue  Hospital  recovered  after 
a  temperature  of  110.5°,  and  another  in  the  Presbyterian  Hospital 
after  111.5°  was  recorded  a  number  of  ^  times  by  different  observers 
using  different  instruments.  Other  recoveries  from  heat-stroke  have 
been  reported  in  which  the  temperature  was  respectively  112°,  115°, 
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and  117°,  for  a  few  hours  only,  however.     In  a  case  of  tetanus,  the 
temperature  was  114°.     This  patient  did  not  recover. 

After  death,  the  rectal  temperature  may  reach  120°.  This  is  caused 
by  the  continued  metabolism  of  the  body  and  arrest  of  circulation, 
causing  retention  of  heat  i»  w. 

m  ■ 
LOCAL  APPLICATIONS. 

I  want  to  place  a  protest  against  the  use  of  the  ice-bag  and  spong- 
ing the  head  with  ice- water  in  case  of  cerebral  apoplexy,  that  is  met 
in  heat-stroke,  and  also  in  cerebritis  and  meningitis.  In  these  cues 
we  find  the  flushed  face,  throbbing  of  the  carotids,  and  intense  heat 
of  the  head.  Applying  ice  suddenly  cools  the  surface,  but  does  not 
relieve  the  hyperemia  of  the  brain. 

In  the  place  of  this,  sponge  the  head  with  hot  water,  and  keep  a  fan 
going  to  produce  rapid  evaporation-  Do  not  let  a  hot  cloth  lie  on  the 
head,  as  this  will  confine  the  heat  to  the  head,  but  constantly  pass  the 
sponge  from  side  to  side.  The  effect  of  this  treatment  is  to  bring  the 
heat  to  the  surface,  which  is  rapidly  cooled  by  the  fanning. 

To  one  who  has  never  tried  this,  the  surprise  will  be  great  at  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  head  is  cooled  and  relief  afforded.  The  pa- 
tient will  cease  to  roll  the  head,  and  drop  into  a  quiet  sleep. 

Sometimes  this  treatment  will  have  to  be  continued  without  inter- 
mission for  hours ;  at  other  times  the  local  treatment  will  be  followed 
for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  when  the  head  will  remain  cool  for  thirty  or 
sixty  minutes,  and  then  the  flushed  face  and  the  restless  condition  of 
the  patient  recurring,  calls  for  its  renewal,  r.  l.  t. 


DIPLOMAS. 

Useless  Diplomas. — The  day  of  snide  colleges  is  drawing  to  an 
end.  Institutions  that  slip  unearned  diplomas  into  the  hands  of  in- 
competent men  will  soon  find  that  their  diplomas  carry  no  value  what- 
ever. Men  with  such  diplomas  must,  in  a  very  short  time,  discern 
that  every  dollar  invested  in  short-time  medical  courses,  and  every 
hour  spent  in  unrecognized  colleges,  are  money  and  time  thrown  away. 
Unless  a  college  conforms  to  the  requirements  demanded  by  the  up- 
right Boards  of  Medical  Registration,  and  the  Medical  College  Asso- 
ciations, that  college  bids  fair  to  deeply  wrong  its  students.  Of  what 
use  is  a  diploma  that  is  recognized  in  only  a  limited  section,  or  but 
one  State  in  this  Union?  How  long  can  the  holder  of  such  a  diploma 
rest  assured  that  even  that  one  State,  before  a  year  has  passed,  may 
not  fall  into  line,  and  refuse  to  recognize  the  short  sessions  that  cre- 
ated the  diploma?  Let  no  blame  of  not  having  forewarned  our  read- 
ers fall  upon  us.  We  have  not  omitted  this  word  of  warning,  and  tbe 
Eclectic  Medical  Institute  commits  no  Bhort-time  diplomas  into  the 
hands  of  her  graduates. 

Useful  Diplomas. — A  useful  diploma  must  come  from  a  college  in 
good  standing — a  college  that  conforms  to  the  upward  requirements 
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of  the  present  day.  A  useful  diploma  must  be  a  certificate  concern- 
ing the  knowledge  possessed  by  its  holder.  An  honest  diploma  must 
not  misstate.  The  time  is  near  at  hand  when  diplomas,  regardless  of 
their  origin,  will  not  be  permitted  to  license  a  person  to  practice  med- 
icine. In  many  States  this  is  now  the  condition,  and  in  such  States 
all  holders  of  diplomas  must  pass  an  examination  before  they  can  be 
licensed. 

A  useful  diploma,  then,  is  one  which,  through  the  holder,  credits 
the  college  which  issues  it,  for  he  is  capacitated  by  his  knowledge  to 
protect  it.  Thus  the  college  honors  the  graduate  who  earns  the 
diploma,  and  the  graduate,  by  his  creditable  examination  before  the 
State  Boards,  honors  the  college  that  issued  the  diploma. 


THE  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  INSTITUTE. 

Speaking  for  the  old  Institute,  we  commend  to  those  who  wish  a  • 
medical  education,  the  fact  that  no  short-term,  two  or-three-course 
diplomas  will  be  issued  by  us.  We  do  not  intend  to  serve  our  gradu- 
ates with  diplomas  that  are  of  no  value  in  the  best  States  of  our  coun- 
try. Again,  we  do  not  intend  to  award  diplomas  to  men  or  women 
who  do  not  earn  them.  In  this  we  do  ourselves  an  honor,  and  our 
students  a  kindness.  No  favor  is  shown  the  person  who  gets  a  diploma 
undeservedly,  but  rather  an  injustice  is  done  him  as  well  as  his  class- 
mates. Persons  seeking  short-time  diplomas  or  unearned  diplomas, 
are  not  desired  by  the  management  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute, 
whose  classes  are  increasing  each  year  under  the  rigid  course  of  in- 
struction that  qualifies  and  protects. 

Be  it  understood  that  he  who  carries  away  a  diploma  from  the  old 
Institute  will  have  little  cause  to  disturb  himself  over  any  medical 
law  that  may  be  passed  in  any  State  of  the  Union.  To  our  friends 
we  say,  give  us  good  material,  and  we  will  give  in  return  qualified 
physicians  to  honor  both  you  and  ourselves.  But  we  would  much 
prefer  to  see  our  classes  decrease,  with  honor  to  those  who  constitute 
them  and  to  ourselves,  than  to  see  them  overflow  with  persons  striving 
for  hastily  delivered  diplomas.  The  old  Institute  proposes  to  give 
the  best  that  can  be  given  in  the  way  of  instruction,  and  by  so  doing 
will  protect  her  alumni  and  herself. 


"The  chief  alkaloid  of  aconite,  as  extracted  by  different  chemists, 
differs  very  markedly  in  its  toxic  powers.  What  would  be  a  safe  dose 
of  the  product  of  one  firm  might  prove  a  fatal  dose  as  made  by  an- 
other nrm.  For  this  reason,  aconitine  has  never  become  a  popular 
article  to  prescribe.  When  doctors  that  aim  at  confining  themselves 
solely  to  the  use  of  active  principles  give  up  aconite  and  take  to  pre- 
scribing aconitine,  it  is  not  without  considerable  risk  to  their  patients. " 

The  above  fragment  of  an  editorial  from  Merk*8  Report  concerns 
others,  but  not  Eclectic  physicians.  Eclectics  long  since  learned  in 
the  school  of  experience  that  no  single  product  represents  any  drug. 
Aside  from  this  fact,  however,  in  the  case  of  aconite  comes  the  danger 
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of  getting,  first,  aoonitine  of  no  value  whatever,  and  next,  aoonitine 
so  energetic  that  strychnine  is  harmless  in  comparison. 

Specific  aconite  is  a  uniform  representative  of  the  drug ;  five  to  ten 
drops  in  four  ounces  of  water,  given  in  teaspoonf ul  doses,  will  bring 
invariable  results,  and  no  guess  work  is  necessary  with  those  who 
practice  specific  medication. 

m  ■ 
EXTINCT  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  COLLEGES. 

We  often  receive  inquiries  concerning  the  reputation  of  Eclectic 
colleges  now  in  existence.  These  questions  are  not  hard  to  answer, 
for  we  can  readily  refer  the  interested  parties  to  many  official  records 
that  show  the  good  standing  of  the  seven  Eclectic  medical  colleges 
now  recognized  by  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  and  by 
our  National  Confederation  of  Eclectic  Medical  Colleges. 

But  it  is  more  difficult  to  speak  with  certainty  concerning  Eclectic 
colleges  which  are  now  extinct.  Our  National  Association,  at  its  last 
meeting,  decided  to  authorize  a  standing  resolution,  which  should 
contain  a  list  of  all  the  reputable  extinct  eclectic  medical  colleges, 
thus  definitely  recognizing,  as  far  as  lies  in  its  power,  the  periods 
of  their  legitimate  existence.  This  list  is  as  follows : 
a  Indiana  Eclectic  Medical  College,  Indianapolis,  1880  to  1890. 
b  Beach  Medical  College,  Indianapolis,  1885  to  188a 

0  Eclectic  College  of  Physicians  and  Surg.,  Indianapolis,  1890  to  '94. 
d  Iowa  Eclectic  Medical  College,  Des  Moines,  1887  to  1893. 

e  Worcester  Medical  College,  Worcester,  Mass.,  1848  to  1859. 

/  New  York  Reform  Medical  College,  New  York,  1836  to  1838. 

g  Central  Medical  College,  Syracuse,  New  York,  1848  to  1855. 

h  Syracuse  Medical  College,  Syracuse,  1850  to  1857. 

i  Rochester  Eclectic  Medical  College,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  1848  to  1852. 

j  United  States  Medical  College,  N.  Y.  City,  1878  to  1882. 

k  Worthington  Medical  College,  Worthington,  O.,  1832  to  1838. 

1  American  Medical  College,  Cincinnati,  1839  to  1857. 
m  Eclectic  College  of  Medicine,  Cincinnati,  1856  to  1859. 

n  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Phila.,  1853  to  1870  (not  extinct  till  '80). 
o  Eclectic  College  of  Penn'a,  Phila.,  1856  to  1870  (not  extinct  till  '80). 

We  might  moralize  a  little  concerning  this  list  of  fifteen  dead  col- 
leges, yet  we  shall  forbear.  Incidentally  we  might  add,  that  colleges 
a,  b,  and  c,  were  practically  one  college,  and  terminated  their  exist- 
ence voluntarily.  College  d  likewise.  The  charter  of  college  e  is  still 
valid,  and  there  is  occasional  talk  of  its  resuscitation.  It  was  the  alma 
mater  of  the  late  Prof.  Howe.  The  Reform  Medical  Society  of  New 
York  City  was  the  predecessor  of  college  /,  from  which  the  late  Prof. 
King  graduated.  Colleges  g,  h>  and  i,  were  practically  integral  parts 
of  one  and  the  same  institution.  College  j  lost  its  charter  by  a  court 
decision,  which  held  that  it  had  never  been  legally  incorporated.  Col- 
leges k,  I,  and  my  were  merged  into  the  Eclectic  Medicai  Institute. 
Colleges  n  and  o  did  much  in  their  latter  days  to  cast  odium  on  the 
Eclectic  name.  Their  early  records  were  clean,  however,  and  they 
should  receive  fair  credit  for  work  prior  to  the  year  1870. 
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A  Hand- Book  of  Medical  Climatology,  embodying  its  principles  and 
therapeutic  application,  with  scientific  data  of  the  chief  health 
resorts  of  the  world.  By  S.  Edwin  Solly,  M.  D.,  M.RC.S.  Lea 
Brothers  &  Co.,  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  1897.  Octavo,  462 
pages.     Cloth,  $400. 

The  author  says  in  the  preface,  that  the  non-existence  of  a  syste- 
matic treatise  on  medical  climatology  is  his  reason  for  the  preparation 
of  this  volume.  Why,  he  says,  should  a  physician  presume  to  pre- 
scribe a  climate  for  a  patient  without  having  acquainted  himself  with 
the  meteorological  facts  and  climatic  data,  and  their  significance? 
He  should  not,  and  climato-therapy  must  take  its  place  with  other 
therapeutic  means.     The  work  is  divided  into  three  sections. 

Section  I.  deals  with  the  principles  of  medical  climatology,  physi- 
ology, ethnology,  geographical  distribution  of  disease,  classification 
of  climates. 

Section  IL  treats  of  phthisis ;  forms  of  phthisis  as  influenced  by 
climate ;  results  of  the  treatment  of  phthisis  by  change  of  climate ; 
forms  of  disease  other  than  phthisis  as  influenced  by  climate. 

Section  III.  is  devoted  to  a  consideration  of  the  climatic  factors  of 
the  various  resorts  of  not  only  this  country  but  others.  This  section 
is  embellished  with  relief  maps,  and  also  others  showing  by  colors 
the  distribution  of  the  rainfall  in  the  United  States  for  the  various 
seasons,  as  well  as  for  the  year. 

While  we  think  a  few  of  the  definitions  in  the  first  section  rather 
ambiguous,  for  instance  that  of  climate,  the  entire  section  on  the  whole 
is  instructive  and  entertaining. 

The  classification  of  climates  is  somewhat  a  departure  from  that  of 
Weber,  without,  we  think,  much  improvement.  The  work  as  a  whole 
is  commendable  to  all  physicians  who  wish  to  inform  themselves  on 
this  growing  means  of  therapy.  It  is  well  bound,  compact,  and  reflects 
credit  to  both  author  and  publisher.  w.  n.  m. 
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Tethered  Truants  :  Being  Essays,  Sketches,  and  Poems,  by  W.  C. 
Cooper,  M.  D.  12mo,  199  pages.  Cloth.  To  advance  subscri- 
bers, $1.00;  to  any  Journal  reader,  SI. 12 ;  to  others,  $1.50,  post- 
paid.   Published  by  the  author,  Cleves,  O. 

Some  people  appear  to  believe  that  physicians  have  no  privileges 
outside  of  medicina  Every  vacant  hour  must  be  spent  in  reflections 
over  disease.  A  leisure  moment  must  be  devoted  to  thought  about 
new  or  old  drugs.  Some  people  can  not  appreciate  that  physicians, 
like  other  mortals,  need  mind  changes ;  that  rest  and  recreation  is 
their  privilege  and  a  necessity.  Possibly  this  note  may  strike  some 
physicians  where  they  are  weak,  for  some  of  them  weaken  their  minds 
by  constant  work  and  no  relaxation.  They  do  themselves  and  their 
patients  a  wrong  by  doing  so. 

Have  you  read  "Tethered  Truants?"  If  not,  you  have  lost  an  op- 
portunity to  both  rest  and  strengthen  your  mind.  Tou  have  lost  both 
pleasant  thought-lines,  metaphysical  arguments,  and  pure  poetry, 
such  as  uplifts  and  invigorates.  In  Tethered  Truants  you  will  find 
two  hundred  pages  of  recreation  and  diversion.  You  will  find  that 
physicians  can  think  sweet  things,  and  voice  beautiful  ideas.  You 
will  find,  too,  after  reading  the  book,  that  you  will  be  the  gainer,  and 
you  will  mentally  thank  Dr.  Cooper  for  the  pains  he  has  taken  to 
please  you. 

I  shall  not  go  into  details  at  this  time  and  place,  concerning  this 
book.  This  pleasure  shall  be  reserved  for  a  future  date.  I  wish, 
when  I  consider  Tethered  Truants  in  detail,  to  give  my  readers  an 
opportunity  to  agree  or  disagree  with  my  conclusions,  and  some  who 
should  do  so  have  not  read  the  book.  Send  a  dollar  to  Dr.  W.  C. 
Cooper,  Cleves,  O.,  and  be  ready  to  consider  what  I  will  say  in  a 
future  paper  concerning  its  contents.  j.  k.  s. 

A  Treatise  on  Gynaecological  Kineso-Thebapy  (Massage  and  Gym- 
nastics). A  new  method  of  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Diseases 
of  Women.  By  H.  Stopfer.  With  a  Preface  by  A.  Pinard.  Paris, 
France:  A.  Maloine,  Publisher.    1897. 

This  book  is  a  personal  experience.  It  is  not  a  mere  compilation. 
It  is  not  only  an  adaptation  of  the  method  of  Brandt,  the  Swede ;  it  is 
more.  "In  this  class  of  work  more  than  one  experimenter — more  than 
one  pioneer  of  great  usefulness — has  preceded  ma  I  only  wish  to 
dispel  the  obscurity  in  which  Brandt  himselfjand  the  Germans  (who 
first  used  gynaecological  massage)  have  left  it." — Stopfer,    j.  a.  j. 


College  and  society  notices. 

The  Ohio  Society  Meeting. — The  thirty-third  annual  session  of  the 
Ohio  State  Eclectic  Medical  Association  convened  at  Putin-Bay,  July 
6,  President  Jones  in  the  chair.  All  the  officers  were  present.  The 
afternoon  was  devoted  to  routine  business  and  Section  A,  on  Specific 
Medication  and  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.    In  the  evening 


J|gp  LOOK  FOR  THB  OREEN  LABEL. 

"Green  "Drug" 

Fluid  Extracts. 

The    highest   type    of    Fluid    Medicines. 

A  Novelty— In  What? 

In  the   recognition   of  the  fact  that  certain  drugs,  containing 
volatile  constituents  upon  which  their  therapeutic  value  depends,  lose 
their  medicinal  properties  in  the  process  of  drying,  or  through  long 
or  imperfect  storage. 
in  all  such  cases. 

We  use  the  green  or  fresh  root,  bark  or  plant,  gathered  es- 
pecially for  us  when  in  their  prime. 
Some  kinds  are  prepared  fresh; 

Others  partially  or  wholly  dried; 

®  But  all  gathered  especially  for  our  Laboratory ;  carefully  handled 
and  immediately  prepared  into  Fluid  Extracts.  The  menstruum 
employed  is  Alcohol  selected  for  strength  and  purity,  whereby  the 
non-medicinal  elements  are  rejected  and  the  liability  to  deterioration 
avoided.  • 

Fluid  Extracts  thus  prepared  are  perfect  representatives  of  the 
drugs  from  which  they  are  made. 
They  are  clean. 

They  are  sightly. 

They  are  easily  dispensed. 

They  are  therapeutically  reliable. 
Old,  shop-worn  or  worm-eaten  drugs,  however  carefully  manipu- 
lated, will  not  yield  a  satisfactory  product,  and  when  made  with 
weak  alcohol  and  water,  or  with  wood  spirit  as  a  menstruum,  is  it 
any  wonder  that  commercial  Fluid  Extracts,  as  a  class  are  termed 
by  a  leading  medical  writer — the  "Great  American  Fraud?" 
Watch  your  fluid  extracts. 

Merrell's  Fluid  Extracts  from  fresh,  choice  drugs  are  powerful  in- 
struments for  good  in  the  hands  of  the  observant  physician. 

All  wholesale  druggists  will  supply  them. 
Please  write  "  Merrell's  "  on  your  orders. 

•  THE  WM.  S.  MERRELL  CHEMICAL  CO.,  * 

CINCINNATI.  Manufacturing  Chemists.  NEW  YORK. 

Sole  Manufacturers. 
CstaMsM  «  years.  ***** 
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Hypnotic,       Anti-Spasmodic.         Anti-Neuralgic 

CORDIAL 


MEBRBLL 


This  preparation  contains  all  the  active  medicinal  constituents  of 
Passiflora  incarnata  in  a  concentrated  form,  and  is  the  result  of  an  ex- 
tended investigation  in  onr  laboratory.  It  is  the  most  eligible  form  for 
exhibiting  the  valuable  properties  of  the  drag,  since  from  it  we  hare 
succeeded  in  eliminating  the  inert  principles  invariably  present  in  the 
ordinary  preparations  of  the  market 

OOBDZAL  PAS-OAR* ATA 

Is  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  treatment  of  nervous  affections 
attended  with  congestion  of  the  cord  and  ganglionic  centers.  As 
a  soporific  without  narcotic  action,  and  as  an  anti-spasmodic  and 
anti-neuralgic,  it  is  without  an  equal.  Its  action  is  between  that  of 
m  orphine  and  chloral  hydrate,  but  it  does  not  depress  the  system 
nor  derange  the  stomach.  It  is  devoid  of  danger,  non-poisonous, 
and  may  be  given  in  any  case  where  sleep  is  needed.  It  is  the 
remedy,  par  excellence,  in  infantile  convulsions,  in  diarrhoea  of  chil- 
dren, and  in  nervous  affections  of  the  aged  and  infirm.  In  nervous 
or  sick  headache,  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  in  sleepless- 
ness of  typhoid  and  other  fevers,  as  well  as  from  overwork  so  com- 
mon among  professional  and  business  men,  it  will  produce  a  quiet 
and  dreamless  sleep,  and  at  the  same  time  prove  a  permanent  tonio 
to  the  nervous  system. 

CORDIAL  PAS-CABVATA 

Is  recommended  in  cases  where  opium  and  its  preparations, 
the  bromides,  chloral,  etc,  can  not  be  given,  or  are  not  well  borne, 
and  where  it  is  undesirable  to  lock  up  the  secretions.  It  is  recom- 
mended in  tetanus,  cerebral  pain,  hysteria  of  women,  dysmenor- 
rhoea,  tic  douloureux,  accelerated  respiratory  movement  ptin  in 
the  rectum,  neuralgia  of  the  heart 

CORDIAL  PA8-OARNATA 

Is  prepared  for  physicians'  prescriptions  only,  and  not  for 
popular  sale.  Printed  matter  with  extended  notes  furnished  to  the 
medical  profession  only.  Sample  supplies  without  charge  on  pay- 
ment of  expense  of  delivery. 

OOBDIAL  PA8-0ABNATA 

May  be  ordered  of  our  New  York  office,  No.  96  Maiden  Lane, 
of  Geo.  0,  Goodwin  A  Co.,  Boston,  and  the  home  office  in  Cinrin- 
nati.    In  ordering  or  prescribing,  please  specify 

"Cordial  Pas-Carnata,  Merrcll." 
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the  President's  Annual  Address  and  the  Section  on  Nervous  Diseases 
constituted  the  program.  Wednesday  morning  was  devoted  to  sight- 
seeing. The  Inter-State  Yachting  Association  held  its  annual  races 
every  morning  during  the  week,  which  afforded  considerable  pleasure 
to  the  members,  who  enjoyed  viewing  the  yachts  from  small  steamers 
which  followed  closely  the  racere  every  morning. 

Wednesday  afternoon  and  evening  were  devoted  to  section  work  on 
Practice,  Surgery,  Obstetrics,  and  Pathology.  The  Miscellaneous 
Section  was  deferred  until  Thursday  morning,  which,  with  the  Section 
on  Eye  and  Ear,  completed  a  very  full  and  interesting  programme. 

The  attendance  was  only  fair,  but  the  papers  read  and  submitted 
by  title  will  insure  a  good-sized  volume  of  transactions.  The  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected  for  1898 : 

President A.  P.  Taylor,  M.  D.,  of  Columbus. 

1st  Vice  President A.  S.  McKitrick,  M.  D.,  of  Kenton. 

2d  Vice  President F.  W.  Schneerer,  M.  DM  Norwalk. 

Recording  Secretary W,  S.  Turner,  M.  D.,  Waynesfield. 

Cor.  Secretary F.  O.  Williams,  M.  D.,  Columbus. 

Treasurer R  C.  Wintermute,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati 

The  next  place  of  meeting  elicited  a  spirited  discussion,  Columbus, 
Put- in-Bay,  and  Marion  being  placed  in  nomination.  Columbus  car- 
ried the  day  by  a  large  majority,  and  the  date  was  fixed  for  May, 
which  will  be  one  month  previous  to  the  National  convention. 

The  President  appointed  Drs.  Bloyer,  Lloyd,  and  Turner,  on  the 
Publication  Committee,  and  re-appointed  the  standing  Committee  on 
Legislation  and  Eclectic  Interests,  and  will  later  announce  the  new 
Committee  on  State  and  National  Association  Interests. 


Thb  Michigan  Society. — The  21st  annual  meeting  was  held  in  the 
city  of  Lansing,  May  12  and  13,  President  E.  E  Branson  in  the  chair. 
Roll-call  showed  22  members  present  Several  interesting  papers 
were  read  and  freely  discussed.  On  the  subject  of  medical  legisla- 
tion, the  Society  indorsed  the  bill  presented  to  the  legislature  by  the 
*  'Medical  Legislation  League."  (Defeated  in  the  House.)  The  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected : 

President J.  C.  Lampman,  M  D.,  Hastings. 

1st  Vice  President J.  Lamoreux,  M  D.,  Lansing. 

2d  Vice  President Chas.  McLachlin,  M.  D.,  ElwelL 

3d  Vice  President A.  B.  Way,  M.  D.,  Elsia 

Secretary E  M.  Conklin,  M.  D.,  Manchester. 

Treasurer. L.  A.  Howard,  M  D.,  Litchfield. 


The  following  E.  M.  I.  graduates  of  1897,  stood  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Board  examination  last  month.  They  included  Dre. Hatch,  Hem- 
minger,  Bitter,  Campbell,  W.  A.  and  W.  J.  Latimore,  Dunn.  They 
all  passed  successfully  with  high  averages. 
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PERSONALS. 

Ex-President  Maclean  Shot, — The  Associated  Press  sent  oat  the 
following  dispatch : 

"San  Francisco,  July  23.  —Dr.  Donald  Maclean,  Dean  of  the  Cali- 
fornia Medical  College,  was  shot  and  seriously  wounded  on  Vanness 
avenue  this  afternoon  by  Patrick  Walsh,  a  janitor,  who  afterwards 
committed  suicida  Dr.  Maclean  was  walking  homeward  from  the 
college,  when  he  encountered  Walsh,  who  taxed  the  doctor  with  hav- 
ing failed  to  fulfill  a  promise  made  some  months  aso  to  aid  him  in  se- 
curing the  position  of  janitor  at  the  college.  The  doctor  denied  that 
he  was  under  any  obligation  to  him,  whereupon  Walsh  drew  a  pistol 
and  shot  him  three  times,  producing  serious  wounds.  Walsh  then  ran 
with  a  crowd  in  pursuit  After  running  for  several  blocks  Walsh  pat 
the  pistol  to  his  head  and  blew  out  his  brains." 

We  have  no  further  news  as  to  the  condition  of  Prof.  Maclean  at 
this  writing,  but  sincerely  hope  that  his  injuries  will  not  prove  as  seri- 
ous as  the  dispatch  may  indicate.  Drs.  Logan  and  Fearn  telegraph 
the  Journal  later, — "Dr.  Maclean  resting  easy,  chances  fair,  ballets 
out" 


The  following  graduates  of  the  E.  M  I.,  class  of  1897,  have  decided 
to  locate  in  Ohio :  E.  E.  Bechtel  at  Monroeville,  E.  T.  Newcomer  at 
Alvada,  T.  L.  Gregg  at  Gratis,  J.  A.  Hunter  at  Lockland,  B.  W.  Mer- 
cer at  Digby,  A.  C.  Musgrave  at  Ohio  City,  G.  D.  Swett  at  Lee,  C. 
H.  Scott  at  Millgrove,  B.  B.  Morrow  at  Mount  Victory,  J.  M  Kannell 
at  Bockford,  J.  M.  Salisbury  at  Hamersville,  W.  D.  Coy  at  Ganfield, 
W.  A.  White  at  Leipsic,  and  C.  W.  Noble  at  Boughtonville. 


Dr  T.  C.  Burton,  of  the  class  of  1897,  has  formed  a  partnership  with 
Dr.  S.  N.  Page,  and  is  nicely  located  at  Ellis,  Eas. 

Married.— At  Tiverton,  0„  on  June  16th,  E.  M.  Wright,  KM.  L 
'96,  to  Miss  Edith  Day. 

For  Sale.— Fifteen  volumes  of  this  journal,  1869  to  1883  inclusive, 
in  good  condition.     E.  E.  Eads,  M  D.,  Oakland  City,  Ind. 

READING    NOTICES. 

I  have  had  occasion  to  use  a  considerable  quantity  of  Sanmetto  in 
bladder  and  urethral  troubles,  and  have  so  far  invariably  found  it  to 
be  equal  to  the  occasion.  It  is  assuredly  as  much  a  specific  for  the 
various  ailments  of  the  bladder  and  its  appendages  as  quinine  is  for 
ague.  That  is  saying  a  great  deal,  but  it  is  true.  Sanmetto  is  cer- 
tainly a  standard  medicine,  and  deserves  every  confidence  of  the  phy- 
sician. I  shall  continue  to  use  it  in  my  practice  with  perfect  confi- 
dence in  its  great  merit.  J.  T.  Atchison,  M  D,  Lockland,  Ky. 
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"OUR  SPECIFIC  MEDICINES  are  to-day, 
as  they  always  have  been  and  always  will  be,  the 
BEST  MEDICINES  in  the  world,  and  the  foundation 
stones,  upon  which  the  superstructure  of  Eclectic 
Medicine  has  been  built,  and  upon  which  it  rests 
unshaken."  editorial  from  b.  m.  journal. 
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ASEPSIN      SOAP 


MEDICINAL  USES  OP  ASEPSIN  SOAP. 

FOB  THE  SKIM.  —  The  analeptic  qualities  of  Asepsin  and  Borate  of  Sodium  make  this  aoap  de 
airable  for  the  preservation  of  the  dermal  tissues,  and  to  remove  and  prevent  cutaeeous  bteav 
labea.  It  ii  valuable  for  roughneai  of  the  akin,  acne,  comedones,  milium,  blotches,  exoessi*i 
greaaineal  of  skin,  for  softening  and  proven  ting  roughness  and  chapping  of  the  hands.  It  cor- 
rects abnormalities  of  the  sebaceous  glands,  thereby  regulating  the  lubrication  of  the  skin,  and 
is  further  useful  to  repair  dermal  tissues  when  they  have  beeu  subjected  to  the  deleterious  action  ' 
of  chalks  and  cosmetic  lotions. 

CUTANEOUS  DISS  ABES.— For  the  following  skin  affections  it  may  be  used  freely  with  marked 


,....      _       Jpediculi. 

course  of  medication,  and  Asepatn  Soap  is  a  rational  cleanser. 

IN  SURGERY.  —  The  surgeon  will  find  it  valuable  for  cleansing  the  patient  as  well  as  the  opera- 
tor's hands,  sponges,  and  instruments.  For  its  cleansing  and  antiseptic  effects  it  may  be  em- 
ployed in  wounds  of  all  kinds,  chilblains,  bed  sores,  ulcerations,  pustules,  and  lor  removing 
offensive  and  irritating  discharges,  and  as  a  foot  wash. 

DC  GYN.BCOLOGY.-It  is  useral  in  all  irritating  and  offensive  discharges  concomitant  to  dfeeapei 
of  females,  giving  rise  to  pruritic  and  inflammatory  conditions.  Leunorrhoaa,  simple  vatdnitii 
and  vulvitis,  ulcerations  and  pruritus  vulva),  are  conditions  in  which  it  is  particularly  indicated. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES.— In  the  exanthemata  it  should  be  employed  to  hasten  desquamation, 
thereby  shortening  the  period  of  contagiousness  and  hastening  convalescence. 

At  the  time  I  received  the  Asepsin  8oap,  I  was  suffering  intensely  from  pruritus  anLendbad 
already  tried,  with  tcaroely  even  temporary  relief,  all— or  nearly  all— the  standard  remedies  for  this 
well-known  ailment  I  was  well-nigh  erased  with  the  intolerable  itching,  pricking,  sticking,  gnaw- 
ing, biting,  burning  pain.  I  had  ben  nearly  sleepless  for  several  nights,  and  I  waa  so  busQy  en- 
gaged with  my  professional  work  all  day  long  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  life  was  a  burden,  and  1 
could  get  no  rest  at  night  I  frequently  sprang  from  my  bed,  and  ran  wildly,  crasily  anywhere  ;— 
suicide  would  not  be  strange  in  anyone  in  such  a  condition 

Your  Asepsin  Soap  I  used  without  faith,  but  with  astonishing  and  almost  luuaedf- 
ate  relief  and  ease.  I  think  I  have  never  before  recommended  any  special  preparation,  bat 
nothing  less  than  gratitude  is  due  you  for  this  benefit  and  that  gratitude  I  express  most  heartily 
now.  1  have  delayed  this  letter  many  weeks,  but  I  am  still  as  thankful  as  ever,  for  my  sufferinc  was 
of  a  kind  not  to  be  forgotten.  PAUL  T.  BUTLER,  M.  D.,  Alamo,  TsTkrhtsnii. 

I  have  had  for  several  years  what  I  call  winter  ecsema  on  my  hands ;  commenced  using  Aseseta 
Soap  last  winter  and  my  hand*  were  iu  better  condition  then  than  they  have  been  for  a  number  of 
yean.  K.  W.  CHALFANT,  M.  D..  Bellfontaine,  0. 

Have  been  using  Asepsin  Soap  and  find  it  very  fine  for  cleansing  old  sores,  also  for  toflet  par- 
poses.  DANIEL  A.  CHASE,  M.  D.,  Cambridge.  N.  Y. 

Asepsin  Soap  is  the  soAr.  A.  P.  STEWART.  M.  D. ,  Rtewartatown.  W.  Vs. 

I  have  used  a  round  dusen  of  your  soap  on  the  small-DOz  patients  at  the  pest  bouse,  and  think 
it  is  the  best  soap  I  ever  used.  W.  hTh  ATCH,  If.  D..  Lincoln,  Neb. 

PRICE,    $1.40    PER    DOZEN. 

A  box  containing  one-fourth  dozen  cakes  will  be  sent  by  mall  postpaid,  on 
receipt  of  50  cents. 

LLOYD    BROTHERS,   Cincinnati,  0. 
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Dr.  R  H.  Baylor,  Stewart,  Term.,  in  reporting  his  experience  with 
Sennine  as  an  antiseptic  and  germicide  dressing,  as  well  as  stimulat- 
ing healthy  granulations  on  an  ulcerative  surface,  says:  "There  is 
nothing  further  desired  in  the  antiseptic  line, ' '  and  he  has  accomplished 
pre-eminently  satisfactory  results  in  ulcerative  conditions  where  every- 
thing else  had  failed.  Sennine  is  easily  applied,  a  clean  dressing  and 
permanent  relief  in  a  short  tima 

Wm.  Geddes,  M.  D.,  1720  14th  St,  Washington,  D.  C.,  says: 
Aletris  Cordial  has  proven,  in  a  case  of  dysmenorrhea  of  some  years 
standing,  wonderfully  efficacious,  and  has  apparently  given  to  the  suf- 
ferer complete  relief.  This  being  the  first  case  in  which  I  have  had 
occasion  to  try  the  Aletris  Cordial,  and  sufficient  time  having  elapsed 
for  me  to  speak  of  the  permanence  of  the  cure,  I  can  say  that  I  pro- 
pose to  continue  the  use  of  Aletris  Cordial  in  all  such  cases,  and 
wherever  a  uterine  tonic  is  indicated. 


Antitoxin  is  the  only  remedy  that  places  in  the  hands  of  the  physi- 
cian an  absolute  protection  against  diphtheria.  Vaccine  reduces 
the  probability  of  contracting  small-pox,  but  the  possibility  of  diph- 
theritic contagion  after  the  use  of  antitoxin  is  reduced  to  a  minimum. 
In  order  to  secure  the  best  results  in  immunizing,  an  absolutely  reli- 
able serum  must  be  employed.  Serums  that  vary  in  strength  are 
worse  than  useless,  because  their  effects  are  always  problematical. 
Mul ford's  Concentrated  Antitoxic  Serum  conforms  to  the  American 
Pediatric  Society's  requirements  for  strength  and  reliability. 


SUMMER  HOMES. 

In  the  Lake  regions  of  Wisconsin,  Northern 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Iowa  and  Dakota,  there 
are  hundreds  of  charming  localities  pre  eminent- 
ly fitted  for  summer  homes.  Nearly  all  are  lo- 
cated on  or  near  lakes  which  have  not  been  en- 
tirely fished  out.  These  resorts  are  easily  reached 
by  railway,  and  range  in  variety  from  the  "full 
dress  for  dinner"  to  the  flannel  shirt  costume  for 
every  meal.  Among  the  list  are  names  familiar 
to  many  of  our  readers  as  the  perfection  of  north- 
ern summer  resorts.  Nearly  all  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin points  of  interest  are  within  a  short  distance 
from  Chicago  or  Milwaukee,  and  none  of  them 
are  so  far  away  from  the  "busy  marts  of  civiliz- 
ation" that  they  cannot  be  reached  in  a  few  hours 
travel  by  frequent  trains  over  the  finest  road  in 
the  northwest — the  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  and  Si 
Paul  Railway.  A  description  of  the  principal 
resorts,  with  list  of  summer  hotels  and  boarding 
houses,  and  rates  for  board,  will  be  sent  free  on 
application  to  Robert  C.  Jones,  Traveling  Pas- 
senger Agent,  40  Carew  Building,  Cincinnati,  O. 
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STANDARD  REMEDIES 


TlTOTrTTlTTWKrTA  Toe  mD8t  powerful  and  trustworthy 
AM aw  V1JJU  nxi  J. A  TJtenno  Tonio  attainable  (eminent gy- 
naecologists bear  testimony  to  this)  in  dysmenorrhoea,  amenorrhcea.  meuor 
rhagia,  leucorrhcea,  subinvolution,  threatened  abortion,  vomiting  in  preg* 
nancy,  chlorosis,  etc. 

PALPEBRINE  £m™?  *«U»btoBanwdy  iu  Externa 
*  -"■*"  «***w**^«    Bye  Diseases.     Highly  recommended  in 

simple,  acute,  and  chronic  catarrhal,  venereal,  blennorrnoeal  and  strumous 
or  scrofuluous  conjunctivitis,  marginal  blepharitis,  and  inflammation  of  the 
lachrymal  sac     Sample  of  Palpebrine  mailed  free 

TffTJTTTlflSTNE     The  £*<**»*&***<*  Hevrotie,  Anodyne,  and 
V  -B***K"«™  MA    fiupnoHCt    Tjnexcei]^  in  hysteria,  epilepsy, 

neurasthenia,  mania,  chorea,  uterine  congestion,  migraine,  neuralgia,  and  ail 
convulsive  and  re  ilex  neuroses.      It  contains  no  morphine  or  chloral 

SEN  NINE     Th€  Nmv  American  Antiseptic*    Unexcelled  as 
a  dry  dressing.      Entirety  odorless*     A  specific  in 
old  sores,  ulcers,  bubo,  exzema,  pruritus,  burns,  scalds,  etc    Sample  of  Sen - 
nine  mailed  free, 

Pamphlets  illustrated  with  Uterus  and  Appendages,  and  Cerebral  Localixa 
tion  Lithographs,  Formulas  and  Commendations  mailed  on  application, 
Samples  (full  size)  free^  physician*  paying  express  charges. 

DIGS  CHEMICAL  CO.  St  Louis,  Mo.,  U.  S,  A. 


COMPOSITION  TO  EACH  FLUID  OUNCE. 

Coca .20grs.        Saw  Palmetto.... ..,.90  gn, 

Damiana 30  grs.        Beef,  fresh.. ,. 2  oa. 

Koto  Nut .*«* m 20  grs, 

INDICATED  IN 

Physical  Decadence,  A  vitalizing  tonic  to  the  Reproductive  System, 
Especially  in  prostatic  troubles  and  sexual  impotency.  In  Gynttco- 
logical  practice  largely  used  to  promote  the  growth  of  the  m&nnnfi. 
Remove**  Ovarian  Paine,  Depression  and  Melancholy.  Energises  the 
Circulation*  A  diffusible  Tonic  and  Stimulant  A  dessertspoonful, 
when  one  is  exhausted,  acts  as  a  most  excellent  restorative,  and  giv-* 
a  feeling  of  rest  and  relief.    A  powerful  Aphrodisiac. 

DOSE — Dessertspoon ful  three  or  four  times  a  day, 

MANUFACTURED    ONLY  BY 

Allaire,  W'oodward  &  Co,, 
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SPRAINS. 


By  Prof.  Edward  J.  Farmim,  M.  D.,  Chicago. 

THE  joints  are  greatly  subject  to  injury  and  disease,  which  as 
primary  affections  contribute  to  secondary  deformities.  The 
class  of  articulations  that  are  of  most  interest  to  us  in  this  connection, 
are  the  diarthrodial  joints,  or  those  admitting  of  a  considerable  degree 
of  motion. 

Diarthrodial  joints  have  an  anatomical  construction  that  should  be 
kept  well  in  mind,  because  of  its  influence  upon  the  pathological  pro- 
cesses which  take  place  in  the  various  affections.  The  bones  entering 
into  joint  formation  are  expanded  with  an  abundance  of  cancellous 
tissue,  covered  by  a  thin  compact  layer  of  bone,  and  this  covered  with 
a  layer  of  articular  cartilage.  They  are  bound  together  by  a  capsular 
ligament,  which  is  enforced  by  other  ligaments  and  bands  as  are  re- 
quired— all  attached  firmly  to  the  bones,  and  closely  connected  with 
the  periosteum. 

The  joint  cavity,  excepting  over  the  articular  cartilage,  is  lined  with 
synovial  membrane,  which  forms  a  closed  cavity,  excepting  a  possible 
communication  with  a  bursa.  The  synovial  membrane  is  sufficiently 
lax  to  permit  of  the  normal  motion  of  the  joint,  and  consequently  is 
more  or  less  folded  and  within  the  folds  are  portions  of  fat 

The  synovial  membrane  is  a  serous  membrane  secreting  the  synovia 
into  the  joint  cavity,  and  is  well  supplied  with  nerves  and  capillary 
blood-vessels.  While  the  serous  surface  secretes  the  synovia,  and  is 
constantly  covered  with  it,  this  surface  also  has  an  absorbing  function. 
Ordinarily  the  amount  of  synovial  fluid  in  a  joint  is  just  sufficient  for 
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lubricating  purposes.  For  example,  the  normal  amount  o!  synovia 
contained  in  the  knee  joint  is  not  more  than  two  or  three  cubic  centi- 
meters.    (Ransohoff.) 

Synovia  is  a  clear  alkaline  fluid,  much  like  the  white  of  an  egg  In 
structure  it  contains  albumin,  mucin,  some  fat,  leucocytes,  and  epi- 
thelial cells.  The  synovial  membrane  is  more  prone  to  inflammation, 
to  intense  reaction  from  slight  irritants,  than  other  joint  structures. 
It  is  sensitive  to  disturbing  causes,  whether  it  be  from  injury  received 
by  direct  or  indirect  violence,  or  from  poisons,  or  irritants  brought  to 
it  by  the  circulation.  The  articular  cartilages  get  their  nourishment 
by  imbibition,  principally  from  the  bones. 

Outside  of  the  ligaments  and  supported  by  connective  tissue,  are 
the  muscles  and  tendons,  moving  the  joint  These  muscles  are  sup- 
plied by  branches  of  the  same  nerves  that  send  filaments  to  the  joint 
The  skin  over  the  insertions  of  the  muscles  is  also  supplied  by  branches 
from  the  same  nerve. 

To  the  outer  side  of  the  joints  and  often  connected  with  them,  are 
bursae  which  play  an  important  role  in  the  gliding  of  the  tendons  over 
the  joint  structures.  The  normal  movements  at  the  joints  are  natu- 
rally dependent  upon  the  action  of  the  muscles  that  preside  over  them. 
Abnormal  or  exaggerated  motion  is  prevented  by  the  ligaments.  The 
synovial  cavity,  as  a  rule,  has  the  largest  capacity  when  there  is  a 
slight  flexion  at  the  joint. 

A  sprain  is  an  acute  inflammation  in  a  joint  from  indirect  violence. 
It  is  usually  produced  by  the  movement  being  carried  beyond  its 
physiological  limit,  but  not  so  far  as  to  produce  a  dislocation, 

Sprain  is  by  far  the  most  common  of  joint  troubles.  It  is  produced 
by  a  sudden  wrench  or  twist  of  the  articulation,  and  may  occur  at 
any  joint.  Those  most  subject  to  sprain  are  the  ankle  and  wrist 
joints.  In  the  former  because  of  a  misstep  or  a  fall  upon  the  foot ; 
in  the  latter  because  of  a  fall  upon  the  hand. 

The  degree  of  sprain  may  vary  from  that  which  is  so  slight  that  its 
effects  quickly  subside,  to  that  where  the  injury  and  inflammation  are 
so  extensive  that  the  whole  joint  becomes  involved. 

Only  a  ligament  on  one  side  of  the  joint  may  be  affected,  or  a  sec- 
tion of  the  capsular  ligament,  with  its  underlying  synovial  membrane, 
may  be  involved.  The  injury  may  have  only  produced  a  stretching 
of  the  ligaments,  or  there  may  have  been  a  complete  rupture  with 
hemorrhage,  or  extravasation,  which  was  followed  by  the  inflammation. 

In  severe  cases,  upon  one  side  of  the  joint  the  ligaments  and  syno- 
vial membrane  are  stretched  and  perhaps  torn,  while  on  the  other  side 
they  are  compressed  and  bruised.  The  articular  cartilage  and  articu- 
lar surface  of  the  bone  may  also  be  bruised.  Extravasation  takes 
place  rapidly,  and  adds  to  the  gravity  of  the  case. 

The  ligaments,  as  a  rule,  give  way  at  or  near  their  bone  insertion. 
In  the  tearing  of  a  ligament  from  its  osseous  attachment,  particles  of 
bone  and  periosteum  are  not  infrequently  brought  away  with  it.  When 
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occurring  at  the  lower  end  of  the  radius,  or  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
tibia,  they  are  called  sprain  fractures.  (Callender. ) 

Still  more  grave  is  a  sprain  involving  the  round  ligament  of  an  en- 
arthrodial  joint  In  it  important  bloodvessels  are  ruptured,  and 
hemorrhage  takes  place  into  the  cavity  of  the  joint  The  head  of  the 
bone,  which  gets  the  larger  part  of  its  nourishment  through  the  arte- 
ries of  the  round  ligaments,  is  quite  apt  to  necrose  from  cut-off  blood 
supply. 

Sprain  is  most  common  in  the  young,  and  in  adults  where  the  mus- 
cles are  feebly  developed  and  the  ligaments  relaxed.  It  is  often  pres- 
ent in  the  same  joint  repeatedly,  as  a  joint  having  been  once  affected, 
the  ligaments  are  weakened,  and  it  may  occur  again  when  unusual 
strain  is  placed  upon  it. 

Symptoms. — The  first  and  most  prominent  symptom  is  the  pain.  It 
is  instantly  produced  at  the  time  of  injury,  leading  at  times  to  the 
fainting  of  the  patient  After  the  receipt  of  the  injury  there  may  be 
a  few  hours  of  comparative  ease,  and  then  there  is  a  return  of  suffer- 
ing from  the  tension  and  inflammation. 

Swelling  takes  place  rapidly  when  there  is  extensive  hemorrhage 
into  the  tissues  or  joint  cavity,  or  slowly  when  it  is  apart  of  the  inflam- 
mation. It  is  more  noticeable  where  the  injured  parts  are  near  the 
surface.  Swelling  in  the  deep  joints  is  evident  from  the  position  of 
the  extremity. 

Limitation  of  motion  accompanies  the  inflammation,  and  is  due 
partly  to  the  swelling  within  the  joint,  and  partly  from  irritated  nerve 
filaments,  the  sensation  being  reflexed,  producing  a  spasmodic  con- 
traction of  the  muscles. 

Ecchymosis  often  follows  sprain,  and  may  be  found  over  the  injured 
structures  or  some  distance  from  them.  It  usually  makes  its  appear- 
ance two  or  three  days  after  a  severe  injury. 

Fever  and  acceleration  of  the  pulse  is  present  in  some  cases. 

The  symptoms,  as  a  rule,  attain  the  maximum  within  the  course  of 
twenty-four  hours.  Where  the  injury  is  severe  and  considerable  hem- 
orrhage takes  place  into  the  joint,  the  maximum  may  not  be  reached 
for  a  week  or  ten  days. 

Acute  synovitis  is  characteristic  of  the  severe  cases,  often  tending 
toward  chronicity,  as  time  advances  without  a  cure.  The  swelling  is 
principally  due  to  the  distension  of  the  joint  cavity  with  the  fluid — a 
mixture  of  blood,  synovia,  and  serum.  As  the  synovitis  becomes  more 
chronic,  the  corpuscles,  leucocytes,  and  endothelial  cells  accumulate, 
giving  the  fluid  a  turbid  or  purulent  appearance,  then  sometimes 
called  purulent  synovitis. 

If  the  bone  is  involved  the  symptoms  may  be  characteristic  of  an 
osteitis,  or  an  osteitis  and  synovitis  combined.  The  longer  the  inflam- 
mation remains  the  greater  will  be  the  tendency  toward  permanent 
deformity,  which  will  be  in  the  form  of  flexion  and  fixation  at  the 
joint 
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Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  of  sprain  is  easy.  The  history  of  an 
injury,  quickly  followed  by  an  inflammation,  is  all  that  is  necessary. 
It  is  distinguished  from  fracture  by  the  absence  of  crepitus,  and  from 
dislocation  from  the  fact  that  no  misplacement  of  the  bones  had  taken 
place.  To  be  able  to  determine  the  extent  of  the  injury  and  the  parte 
involved  is  often  very  difficult  A  careful  examination  will  be  of  great 
assistance  in  locating  the  inflammation.  The  examination  should  be 
by  extension,  fluctuation,  and  pressure,  to  determine  if  the  part 
affected  is  the  ligament,  synovial  membrane,  or  bona 

The  following  points  may  be  elicited : 

1.  If  the  sprain  only  involves  the  ligaments,  pain  will  be  increased 
by  extension  and  by  making  pressure  over  thin  points  of  attachment 
to  the  bone.    No  fluctuation  will  be  present 

2.  If  it  involves  the  synovial  membrane  there  will  be  general  swell- 
ing of  the  joint  with  fluctuation.  Swelling  takes  place  principally  by 
a  bulging  out  between  the  bony  prominences  around  the  joint.  Pain 
will  be  increased  bv  any  manipulation  of  the  extremity. 

3.  If  it  only  involves  the  articular  cartilage  and  the  bone,  extension 
and  counter  extension  relieve  pain.  There  may  be  very  little  swell- 
ing and  no  fluctuation. 

Prognosis. — It  may  be  said  that  generally  the  tendency  in  sprain  is 
toward  recovery.  This,  however,  varies  greatly  according  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  injury,  the  part  of  the  joint  that  is  involved,  and  the 
promptness  and  efficiency  of  the  treatment 

In  severe  cases  the  progress  toward  recovery  is  often  very  tedious, 
months  may  pass  before  the  normal  condition  is  brought  about.  Im- 
pairment of  motion  often  results  from  the  adhesiona  When  the  joint 
has  been  once  severely  sprained,  recurrent  attacks  are  common. 

In  neglected  cases,  and  in  those  persons  with  a  diathetic  disease, 
sprain  is  often  the  exciting  cause  of  a  chronic  joint  disease. 

Treatment. — In  the  treatment  of  sprains  absolute  rest  should  be  at 
once  secured.  Elevation  and  suspension  of  the  affected  extremity  will 
often  relieve  the  pain.  The  elevated  position  will  act  as  a  sedative 
against  hemorrhage  and  swelling. 

If  the  case  is  seen  immediately  after  the  injury,  a  plaster  of  Paris 
cast  may  be  applied  with  great  advantage.  It  should  be  applied  to 
the  skin,  without  padding,  and  made  to  extend  to  some  distance  above 
and  below  the  joint  It  very  much  lessens  the  congestion,  hemor- 
rhage, and  effusion,  and  it  prevents  the  inflammation.  It  should  be 
left  on  for  a  weak  or  ten  days,  and  when  removed,  if  much  sensitive- 
ness remains,  it  should  be  re-applied  for  another  week.  When  the 
sensitiveness  has  subsided,  passive  movements  and  massage  should  be 
commenced. 

The  great'majority  of  cases  of  sprain  will  be  well  advanced  in  in- 
flammation and  swelling  before  the  physician  is  called  to  treat  them. 
Then  it  is  best  to  begin  the  treatment  with  hot  dressings  held  in  place 
with  a  spika  bandage  in  connection  with  elevation  and  suspension. 
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For  some  time  the  dressings  should  be  changed  often  and  applied  as 
hot  as  can  be  borne.  The  hot  dressings  may  be  followed  by  a  more 
permanent  dressing. 

The  author's  favorite  perscription  is  as  follows  : 

R. — Carbolic  acid 3 j. 

Sp.  tr.  belladonna 3iij. 

Plumbi  acetat 3ij. 

Aqua  dist  ad  q.  s. Bxij. 

Sig.     Saturate  the  dressing,  and  apply. 

A  spika  bandage  is  to  be  carried  over  the  extremity,  producing  even 
and  firm  pressure  over  the  joint  Absolute  rest  must  be  insisted  upon. 
The  dressings  and  bandage  should  be  changed  once  or  twice  a  day, 
and  every  effort  made  to  cause  the  inflammation  and  swelling  to  sub- 
side as  rapidly  as  possible. 

When  the  acute  inflammation  subsides  and  a  large  amount  of  effu- 
sion remains  in  the  synovial  cat ity,  thorough  aspiration  should  be  em- 
ployed. It  should  be  performed  under  the  most  strict  aseptic  precau- 
tions, and  a  plaster  of  Paris  cast  applied.  If  pain  follows  the  opera- 
tion it  is  well  to  apply  an  ice  bag  over  the  plaster. 

In  some  cases  where  all  the  external  signs  of  inflammation  have  sub- 
sided there  may  remain  a  sensitiveness  of  the  bone.  In  these  cases  it 
is  best  to  immobilize  the  joint  by  the  use  of/plaster  as  above  described 
and  continue  its  use  until  the  soreness  has  disappeared.  Every  time 
the  plaster  is  reapplied  some  motion  should  be  made  to  prevent  anchy- 
losis. 

After  the  sensitiveness  has  subsided,  massage  and  electricity  are  of 
great  value  in  restoring  the  functions.*  They  should  be  administered 
methodically  and  regularly.  The  passive  movements  should  not  be 
roughly  carried  too  far,  but  to  gradually  and  gently  increase  the  mo- 
bility of  the  joint.  The  tendency  toward  deformity  is  overcome  by 
keeping  the  joint  in  as  nearly  the  normal  extended  position  as  possible. 

Opebative  Treatment. — The  author  has,  on  a  number  of  occasions, 
operated  on  sprained  joints. by  open  incision.  Operative  treatment 
may  be  considered  first  when  there  is  extensive  hemorrhage  into  the 
joint,  and,  second,  when  the  affection  does  not  readily  subside  to  the 
more  conservative  plans  of  treatment 

Organized  blood  clots,  fragments  of  cartilage  or  bone,  granulation 
masses,  fibrous  shreds  and  fluid,  have  been  found  within  the  cavity  of 
large  joints,  and  upon  their  removal  the  distressing  symptoms  were 
permanently  relieved.  The  great  danger  in  opening  joints  is  from  the 
infection  of  the  serous  cavity,  causing  septic  inflammation  to  arise, 
which  not  only  endangers  the  patient's  life  but  sacrifices  the  function 
of  the  joint  in  the  end. 

If  the  operation  is  performed  under  absolute  asepticism,  and  all 
precaution  taken  in  the  after  treatment,  there  is  no  danger  from  it 
A  wound  in  the  synovial  membrane  heals  by  primary  union  as  does  a 
wound  in  the  skin. 
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In  opening  a  joint  a  free  incision  is  made  and  the  cavity  thoroughly 
irrigated,  preferably  with  a  warm,  normal  salt  solution.  In  severe 
cases  that  have  existed  for  a  few  weeks,  where  inflammation  is  pro- 
nounced, finish  the  irrigation  with  the  iodoform  emulsion. 

When  closing  the  joint  use  silkworm  gut  sutures,  one  fourth  inch 
apart,  passed  through  to  secure  the  synovial  membrane  as  well  as  the 
integument  The  usual  dressings  are  applied,  and  the  extremity  en- 
closed in  a  plaster  cast. 

The  dressings  and  cast  are  to  remain  a  week  or  ten  days.  Upon 
their  removal,  the  sutures  are  removed,  and  dressings  and  plaster  re- 
applied. After  the  wound  has  healed,  the  treatment  to  restore  the 
joint  function  should  be  carried  out  as  suggested  above. 


A   FEW    THERAPEUTIC    FACTS    GATHERED    FROM  VARIOUS 

SOURCES. 
By  Prof.  Jos.  Adolphus,  Jl.  D.,  Atlanta,  da. 

EVERY  modern  therapeutist,   such  as  are  not  dominated  by  a 
dogma,  admits  or  must  believe  that  the  foundation  of  sound 
therapeutic  principles  is  pure  physiology.     As  a  point  of  beginning, 
I  am  led  to  believe,  when  the  liver  is  engorged,  blood  pressure  must 
be  low.  In  point  of  fact,  the  liver  can  hold  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  blood 
in  the  body.  When  the  liver  is  engorged,  the  splanchnic  vascular  area 
and  tissues  are  disordered,  owing  to  the  powerful  influence  of  poisoned 
blood  in  partly  paralyzing  the  vaso-  motor  centers  in  the  medulla ;  but 
on  the  other  hand,  the  splanchnic  vaso-motor  mechanism  is  reflexly 
stimulated,  so  that  the  splanchnic  territory,  the  largest  vascular  area 
in  the  body,  contains  comparatively  little  blood.    The  controlling 
vascular  influence  over  the  liver  we  are  but  imperfectly  acquainted 
with.    The  nerves  supplying  the  liver  are  medullated  and  non-medal- 
lated,  t.  i.,  coming  from  the  cerebrospinal  and  sympathetic ;  the  left 
vagus  (a  nerve  that  has  branches  of  many  functions),  in  company 
with  branches  from  the  great  solar  plexus,  accompanying  the  portal 
vein  and  hepatic  artery  throughout  their  ramifications  in  the  hepatic 
tissues.     The  hepatic  plexus  is  derived  mostly  from  the  great  solar 
plexus ;  the  two  splanchnics  (great  and  small)  sending  many  branches 
into  the  liver,  which  unite  with  the  solar  plexus.     Some  recent  writers 
affirm  that  minute  ganglia  are  found  on  the  extreme  endings  of  the 
sympathetic  branches,  many  fibers  of  which  are  said  to  be  traced  to 
the  hepatic  cells,  which  they  enter.    The  vaso-motor  fibers  of  the  liver 
are  most  probably  derived  from  the  solar  plexus,  partly  from  fibers  from 
the  greater  splanchnic,  and,  as  some  affirm,  fibers  coming  from  the 
cord,  before  passing  to  the  liver,  enter  the  great  sympathetic  ganglia 
in  the  abdomen.    These  latter  are  regarded  by  some  investigators  as 
having  vaso-motor  functions,  which  control  to  some  extent  not  only 
the  supply  of  blood  to  the  liver,  but  also  the  stability  and  regularity 
as  well  as  activity  of  the  capillary  circulation  in  the  organ. 
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Engorgements  of  the  liver  may  be  regarded  as  being  partly  owing 
to  central  nervous  disturbances.  The  fact  that  Bernard  produced  dia- 
betes in  rabbits  by  irritating  a  certain  section  of  the  fourth  ventricle 
of  the  brain,  and  as  other  observers  affirm  that  the  activity  of  the  cir- 
culation in  the  radicles  of  the  portal  vein  may  be  modified  considera- 
bly by  irritation  of  the  solar  plexus,  also  of  the  lower  part  of  the  right 
vagus,  which  sends  a. large  share  of  its  fibers  into  the  solar  plexus,  we 
may,  without  much  hesitation,  admit  that  various  vascular  and  secre- 
tory functions  of  the  liver  are  under  the  influence  of  the  nerve  centers. 

There  are  some  forms  of  diabetes  which  are  largely  controlled  by 
codia  and  podophyllin,  in  small  doses.  In  two  cases,  regarding  treat- 
ment, I  advised:  R— Codia  grs.  x.,  podophyllin  gr.  j.  M.  Divide 
into  thirty  powders ;  two  to  be  given  at  intervals  of  six  hours.  After 
sixty  hours  the  sugar  in  the  urine  fell  to  half,  and  in  twelve  days  it 
entirely  disappeared.  The  diet  was  modified  somewhat — not  extremely 
rigid. 

There  is  another  fact  regarding  some  valvular  diseases  of  the  heart, 
in  which  cases  the  liver  is  engorged  ;  large  veins  are  seen  ramifying 
on  the  abdomen ;  blood  pressure  is  low,  and  sugar  is  found  in  the 
urine.  In  these  cases  minute  doses  of  podophyllin  and  belladonna, 
or  atropine  1-250  gr.9  repeated  at  intervals  of  two  hours  regularly 
during  working  hours,  may  be  given.  Under  this  treatment  the  heart 
becomes  stronger,  sugar  disappears  from  the  urine,  hepatic  engorge- 
ment melts  away.  The  physiological  influence  of  the  treatment  is 
apparent.  Partly,  I  may  say,  podophyllin  is  a  stimulant  to  the 
splanchnic  and  solar  plexuses.  In  virtue  of  this  physiological  prop- 
erty, the  circulation  in  the  liver  is  made  vigorous,  which,  as  a  part  of 
the  influence  of  the  remedy,  tones  the  hepatic  cells  and  augments  the 
functional  activity  of  these  elements,  depurating  the  blood,  strength- 
ening the  oxygen  appropriating  properties  of  the  tissue  elements,  and 
thus  tones  the  heart  to  do  its  work  better,  dsspite  the  valvular  infirm- 
ity. The  action  of  minute  doses  of  belladonaa  is  certainly  on  the 
epithelium  of  secreting  cells.  Under  this  medicament,  in  minute 
doses,  more  bile  acids  are  secreted  and  bile  pigments  removed  from 
the  blood ;  the  heart  tissue  is  made  stronger  to  contract  and  empty 
the  chambers.  In  doses  larger  than  therapeutic  vaso  paresis  is  pro- 
duced, engorgement  of  all  the  organs  occurs  owing  to  too  great  dila- 
tation of  the  capillaries,  and  weakness  of  the  ventricular  systole. 

Oil  of  wintergreen  leaves  the  organism  in  the  form  of  salicylic  acid. 
Not  taking  into  account  its  remarkable  therapeutic  influence  in  acute 
articular  rheumatism,  I  may  here  remark  how  important  the  medica- 
ment is  in  many  forms  of  Bright's  disease,  when  administered  in  two 
to  three  minim  doses  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  hours.  In  point  of 
fact,  I  may  say,  the  transformation  of  oil  of  wintergreen  in  the  organ- 
ism, into  salicylic  acid,  produces  decidedly  more  physiological  influ- 
ences on  the  epithelium  of  the  kidneys  than  when  ealicylic  acid  is 
administered  by  the  mouth.     In  some  cases  of  this  disease,  in  which 


480  THERAPEUTIC   EACT8. 

the  amount  of  urine  excreted  daily  falls  to  but  a  few  fluid  ounces,  oil 
of  wintergreen  will,  in  a  day  or  two,  cause  the  kidney  epithelium  to 
take  on  new  life,  and  turn  out  26  to  46  fluid  ounces ;  and  a  correspond- 
ing quantity  of  urea  will  accompany  it,  according  to  the  chemical  na- 
ture of  the  food ;  but  it  is  well  to  observe  here,  in  all  cases  of  kidney 
disability,  the  food  should  contain  as  little  proteid  as  the  patient  can 
stand  and  do  well  on. 

The  liver  cells  exercise  chemical  and  vital  influences  on  the  blood 
and  other  tissues,  directly  and  indirectly.  For  many  years  physiolo- 
gists have  been  conversant  with  the  fact  that  the  products  of  gastro- 
intestinal digestion  are  largely  modified,  and  fitted  in  special  ways  to 
nourish  the  system,  during  their  passage  through  the  liver.  I  hare 
found  that  the  blood  of  the  portal  vein  injected  into  the  jugular  vein, 
from  day  to  day,  produces  deleterious  results ;  but  blood  taken  from 
the  hepatic  vein  and  so  injected,  has  no  deleterious  influence.  This 
fact  shows  that  the  liver  does  exercise  some  very  important  chemical 
influence  on  the  blood  while  passing  through  it 

I  must  here  call  attention  to  the  influence  of  the  stomach  on  pro- 
teids.  In  some  forms  of  gastric  catarrh  the  gastric  juice  is  deleteri- 
ously  modified.  The  gastric  juice,  in  its  normal  action  on  proteids, 
splits  the  proteid  molecule  into  two  groups,  denominated  by  Prot 
Kuhne,  (a)  antipeptone,  (6)  hemipeptona  The  former,  in  normal 
gastric  digestion,  exceeds  the  latter  in  the  proportion  of  three  to  one. 
When  the  gastric  juice  is  impaired  in  properties,  the  latter  exceeds 
the  former  in  various  proportions,  depending  on  the  nature  of  the 
pathological  change  and  its  intensity. 

In  point  of  fact,  antipeptone  is  the  forerunner  of  true  peptone,  and 
serves  the  physiological  purpose  of  nourishing  the  anatomical  elements 
of  the  organism  and  providing  the  protoplasm  of  the  cells  with  nour- 
ishment, and  the  material  of  repair  and  reconstruction ;  and  where- 
f  rom  the  protoplasm  obtains  also  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  various 
forms  of  metabolism,  which  constitute  the  so  called  vital  activities  of 
the  organism.  On  the  other  hand,  hemipeptone,  on  reaching  the 
duodenum,  is  attacked  by  the  trypsin  of  the  pancreatic  juice,  and  is 
split  up  into  leucin  and  cy  rosin,  indol,  skatol,  and  other  deleterious 
products  of  proteid  transformation. 

In  many  forms  of  subacute  gastric  catarrh,  the  proteid  constituents  of 
the  food  affords  comparatively  but  a  small  amount  of  nourishment  to 
the  organism,  owing  to  the  impaired  quality  of  the  gastric  juice,  which 
splits  up  the  proteid  molecule  into  an  exceedingly  large  proportion  of 
hemipeptone,  and  a  very  small  proportion  of  antipeptone.  Here  the 
vicious  circle  begins,  and  as  the  result  of  the  disordered  gastric  diges- 
tion, immense  quantities  of  leucin  and  tyrosin  are  formed  from  the 
hemipeptone  and  sent  into  the  duodenum  in  the  chyme  from  the 
stomach. 

The  fact  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  urea  is  found  in  the  urine 
of  patients  suffering  with  some  forms  of  subacute  catarrh  of  the  stom- 
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ach,  whose  food  contains  proteid  material  in  relatively  large  propor- 
tions, urea  appearing  very  soon  after  ingestion  of  food,  in  larger  quan- 
tity than  would  have  occurred  if  digestion  was  perfectly  normal,  indi- 
cates to  my  mind  that  this  quick  appearance  of  urea  in  the  urine  after 
taking  food  is  not  the  result  of  normal  metabolism,  but  rather  of  the 
splitting  up  of  the  proteid  molecule  in  the  intestine,  by  trypsin  fer- 
ment changing  a  large  quantity  of  hemipeptone  into  leucin  and  tyro- 
sia.  Furthermore,  leucin  and  tyrosin,  after  being  injected  into  the 
blood  of  dogs,  appears  soon  after  in  the  urine  as  urea. 

With  the  foregoing  facts  before  us,  we  commit  no  violent  leap  to 
the  conclusion,  that  urea  is  caused  to  abound  in  the  urine  soon  after 
a  meal  more  or  less  rich  in  proteid  material,  as  a  result  of  a  catarrhal 
state  of  the  gastric  mucous  membrane,  which  causes  an  impaired  form 
of  gastric  juice  to  be  secreted. 

Where  is  urea  formed?  is  an  important  question  to  decide;  and 
though  physiologists  are  not  all  in  agreement  as  to  where  the  impor- 
tant nitrogenous  waste  material  is  eventually  formed,  I  think  the 
larger  share  of  the  most  recent  works  in  this  field  point  to  the  liver. 
There  is  abundant  evidence  to  sustain  this  conclusion,  though  I  admit 
objections  are  brought  against  accepting  this  as  an  establshed  physio- 
logical fact ;  nevertheless,  all  objections  regarding  this  conclusion  are 
themselves  weak  and  undecisive.  It  would  consume  too  much  space 
in  this  Journal  to  produce  even  a  part  of  the  numerous  facts,  or  results 
of  experiments,  going  to  confirm  the  conclusion  that  the  liver  is  the 
seat  wherein  the  antecedents  of  urea  (derived  from  proteid  waste  ma- 
terial) undergo  transformation.  The  transformation  of  this  antece- 
dent material  into  urea  imposes  great  work  on  the  liver.  In  point  of 
fact,  I  may  say,  the  formation  of  urea  is  one  of  the  functions  of  the 
liver,  and  most  arduous  and  important  is  it  indeed. 

Many  pathologists  to-day  are  of  the  opinion  that 'a  very  large  share 
of  brain  workers  die  of  Bright's  disease.  In  explanation  of  this,  it 
appears  to  me  rational  to  think,  that  arduous  brain  working  impairs 
digestion  in  the  way  I  have  already  set  forth  in  this  paper.  One  of 
the  consequences  of  this  impaired  digestion  is  over-taxation  of  the 
liver  and  kidneys.  All  the  urea  produced  in  the  organism,  in  com- 
mon with  the  other  nitrogenous  waste,  is  eliminated  by  the  kidneys ; 
as  a  result,  largely  increased  labor  is  put  on  these  two  organs  within 
short  limits  of  time.  In  the  normal  state  of  the  digestive  and  elimi- 
nating apparatus,  the  nitrogenous  wastes  of  the  food  may  occupy 
from  24  to  60  hours  in  undergoing  the  metabolic  changes  to  fit  them 
for  excretion.  When  large  quantities  of  proteids,  particularly  flesh 
food,  are  taken  by  persons  not  engaged  in  active  life — at  least  who  are 
not  in  active  labor — the  supply  of  oxygen  to  the  blood  is  much  less, 
so  much  so  that  active  metabolism  is  much  lessened,  and  the  organism 
requires  much  less  nutriment  A  very  large  share  of  the  proteid  food 
taken  in  excess  of  the  immediate  wants  of  the  organism,  is  sure  to 
undergo  impaired  digestion.     As  a  result,  the  large  excess  is  split  up 
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in  the  duodenum  by  the  pancreatic  juice  into  leucin  and  tyrosin,  and 
possibly  some  other  nitrogenous  waste  compound,  all  of  which  find 
their  way  in  a  comparatively  short  time  into  the  portal  circulation. 
Every  physiologist  knows  that  proteids  so  split  up  are  worked  up  in 
the  liver  into  urea. 

Several  years  ago  I  read  of  some  very  fine  work  being  done  in  a 
German  hospital,  the  outcome  of  which  was  to  prove  that  in  such 
digestive  disturbances,  nearly  all  the  nitrogen  in  the  ingesta  appeared 
in  the  egesta  twenty-four  hours  after  taking  food  rich  in  proteid ;  that 
in  cases  of  dyspepsia  resulting  from  gastric  catarrh,  all  the  nitrogen 
in  the  food  was,  within  the  twenty-four  hours,  excreted  in  the  urine 
as  nitrogenous  waste  products,  and  when  the  appetite  was  but  little 
impaired,  as  is  frequently  the  case  in  the  outset  of  such  cases,  there 
was  an  immense  quantity  of  urea  and  other  nitrogenous  waste  com- 
pounds found  in  the  urine  in  a  few  hours  after.  In  many  such  cases 
one  of  the  first  symptoms  to  draw  serious  attention,  was  the  appear- 
ance of  albumin  in  the  urine.  Its  presence  was  supposed  to  be  owing 
to  the  over-activity  of  the  kidney  in  working  off  so  large  amount  of 
nitrogenous  waste  products  in  so  short  time  after  taking  food. 

I  have  given  a  great  deal  of  thought  and  practical  attention  to  tins 
subject,  with  the  purpose  of  devising  and  systematizing  proper  treat- 
ment. It  is  in  cases  of  this  kind  that  sound  theory,  founded  on  phys- 
iological data,  suggests  sound  treatment,  which,  in  its  very  nature, 
must  be  in  accordance  with  physiological  data. 
[To  be  continued.] 
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By  F.  A.  Cavanaugh,  fl.  D.,  Ravanna,  Jlo. 

T  JZ  TAS  called  June  7th  to  attend  Mrs.  B.  in  her  seventh  confine- 
V  V  ment,  and  upon  arrival  was  told  that  something  was  wrong, 
as  it  still  lacked  two  months  to  full  time,  and  several  symptoms  were 
unusual  in  character. 

I  found  a  bag  of  waters  protruding  through  the  vulvar  orifice  and 
the_uterine  oe  dilated  fully  two  inches,  but  could  determine  no  uter- 
ine contractions  when  the  pains  were  on,  and  not  feeling  the  present- 
ing part  of  the  child,  I  concluded  there  might  be  a  transverse  position. 
Pains  were  irregular  and  finally  almost  ceased,  so  I  ruptured  the  mem- 
branes, and  was  surprised  to  find  their  place  immediately  taken  by  a 
second  bag.  I  could  feel  the  normal  presentation  of  the  head,  and  as 
the  parts  were  well  dilated,  administered  several  drachm  doses  of 
Lloyd's  ergot  to  stimulate  the  uterus  to  action. 

The  baby  was  born  inside  of  an  hour,  weighing  about  four  pounds, 
very  poorly  nourished  and  feeble.  The  placenta  came  away  in  about 
ten  minutes,  and  with  it  a  perfect  male  foetus  of  about  eight  weeks 
gestation  in  a  mummefied  condition.  The  placenta  of  the  foetus  was  ad- 
herent to  the  other  one  and  had  undergone  fatty  degeneration. 
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The  uterus  contracted  nicely,  and  everything  being  attended  to,  1 
was  preparing  to  leave,  when  hemorrhage  set  in  to  a  frightful  degree. 
I  placed  compresses  over  the  uterus  under  the  bandage,  and  tried 
''Credes"  method  of  kneading  the  uterus  without  avail.  Exhibited 
ergot,  tr.  cinnamon  oil,  oil  of  erigeron,  1-100  gr.  sulph.  atropine  by 
hypodermic  injection ;  ligated  extremities,  raised  hips,  but  apparently 
in  vain ;  a  fatal  termination  seemed  inevitable,  and  as  a  last  resort  I 
injected  a  large  quantity  of  about  equal  parts  of  vinegar  and  cold 
water  into  the  vagina.  The  hemorrhage  was  soon  under  control,  and 
she  has  since  made  an  uneventful  recovery. 

Case  2. — Mrs.  K.,  aged  39  years,  primipara,  had  suffered  with  fe- 
male troubles  ever  since  girlhood,  and  had  been  almost  constantly  un- 
der treatment.  She  came  into  my  hands  for  treatment  of  a  possible 
tumor.  I  was  very  guarded  in  my  statements,  but  suggested  a  possible 
pregnancy.  The  idea  was  scouted,  but  my  diagnosis  was  confirmed, 
as  in  about  three  weeks  she  became  satisfied  as  to  her  condition,  and 
from  that  time  until  delivery,  June  18,  she  was  under  my  care.  Urin- 
alysis showed  considerable  albumin.  I  endeavored  to  correct  it,  but 
without  success,  trying  all  the  remedies  suggested  by  Prof.  King  and 
Wintermute,  pushed  the  spirit  vapor  bath  and  active  catharsis  to  the 
extreme  limit,  giving  iron  and  tonics  at  the  same  time  to  support  her 
strength.  The  extremities  were  very  oedematous  and  painful,  with 
pains  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  especially  the  head. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  could  give  her*  little,  if  any,  relief.  About 
two  weeks  before  confinement,  vision  began  to  fail,  and  for  the  four 
days  just  prior  she  could  not  distinguish  light  from  darkness ;  con- 
tinuous severe  pain  in  the  head  and  excessively  nervous.  So  much 
albumin  in  the  urine  at  this  time  that  it  coagulated  in  a  solid  mass 
when  heated  in  a  spoon. 

I  was  called  to  see  her  on  the  16th.  She  had  been  lying  quietly  in 
bed  without  pains,  when  the  membranes  ruptured,  with  a  discharge 
of  amniotic  fluid.  I  found  the  os  uteri  undilated,  and  after  waiting 
about  three  hours  without  a  sign  of  pain  or  hemorrhage,  I  left  for  my 
home. 

Was  called  again  on  the  17th,  as  she  was  having  some  pain  and  was 
very  nervous.  Temperature  100°,  pulse  120.  Could  discover  no  im- 
provement in  her  condition ;  could  not  detect  the  foetal  heart  beat  with 
the  stethoscope,  and  told  the  friends  that  the  child  was  probably  dead, 
and  altogether  gave  an  unfavorable  prognosis. 

When  I  saw  her  again  on  the  18th,  pains  were  strong  and  close,  but 
unlike  any  I  have  seen  before,  being  located  in  the  region  of  the  blad- 
der or  just  behind  the  pubes,  and  exerting  no  perciptible  influence  on 
the  uterus,  yet  there  was  considerable  dilatation  of  the  os.  The  suf- 
fering became  so  severe  that  I  kept  her  partially  under  the  influence 
of  chloroform  for  about  two  hours  until  the  os  was  fully  dilated  and 
the  head,  or  rather  the  face,  had  engaged  in  the  brim  of  the  pelvis. 
The  external  parts,  meanwhile,  remained  undilated  and  very  rigid. 
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As  there  was  no  advance  of  the  head  in  about  half  an  hour,  and  she 
seemed  to  be  rapidly  exhausting,  I  determined  to  expedite  matters 
with  the  forceps,  I  brought  her  thoroughly  under  chloroform,  and 
delivered  in  about  ten  minutes.  The  laceration  of  the  perineum  was 
considerable,  but  not  as  extensive  as  I  had  expected,  owing  to  the  rig- 
idity of  the  parts.  The  placenta  was  delivered  in  fifteen  minutes  and 
adherent  to  it  a  multilocular  cyst  about  the  size  of  my  two  fists  con- 
taining a  colorless,  viscid  fluid. 

The  baby  was  dead,  as  I  had  surmised,  and  its  death  was  probably 
the  determining  cause  of  labor,  as  it  lacked  about  two  weeks  to  full 
term. 

She  is  now  slowly  recovering,  and  I  think  is  out  of  danger.  Vision 
is  improving  though  not  perfect,  and  there  is  still  plenty  of  albumen 
in  the  urine.  (Edema  of  extremities  is  entirely  removed,  and  there  is 
but  little  pain  anywhere. 

In  this  case  I  was  on  the  lookout  for  convulsions,  and  having  had 
a  fatal  case  in  Silverton,  O.  last  year  very  similar  to  the  one  above 
mentioned,  though  not  nearly  so  unpromising,  I  concluded  to  follow 
Prof.  Wintermute's  advice,  given  at  that  time,  should  I  have  another 
case,  and  administer  chloroform  early  in  anticipation,  and  I  now  be- 
lieve it  saved  my  patient.  There  has  been  no  inflammatory  manifes- 
tations, nor  the  slightest  tendency  to  lactation. 


TETANUS,    OR    LOCKJAW. 
By  J.  n.  Floor,  fl.  D.v  Petersburg,  O. 

GILBERT  Madden,  aged  13,  was  kicked  in  the  face  by  a  horse 
on  the  6th  of  April,  1897.  The  injury  consisted  in  his  nose  be- 
ing broken  and  the  flesh  around  the  left  eye  lacerated  very  much  on 
account  of  the  boy  wearing  glasses  or  goggles,  the  frames  and  glass 
being  mashed  by  the  shoe  of  the  horse  striking  them,  and  quite  a  flesh 
wound  above  the  eye  cut  by  one  of  the  calks. 

I  dressed  the  wound  with  warm  water  and  antiseptics  added,  and  in 
less  than  three  weeks  I  discharged  the  case  as  cured  ;  in  fact,  I  never 
had  a  wound  that  healed  nicer. 

I  did  not  see  the  case  again  until  May  12,  when  he  was  brought  to 
my  office  complaining  of  his  jaw  being  stiff,  but  he  could  open  his 
mouth  ;  the  muscles  of  his  neck  were  sore,  with  a  choking  feeling  when 
he  tried  to  swallow,  otherwise  he  seemed  well.  At  this  date  his  face 
was  well,  no  soreness  on  pressure,  and  nothing  could  be  seen  but  the 
scar. 

I  hoped  then  that  the  symptoms  were  caused  by  taking  cold,  but  I 
was  called  to  see  the  case  on  the  14th,  and  then  found  that  1  had  a 
case  of  lockjaw.  Jaws  set,  muscles  more  rigid,  and  every  few  mo- 
ments having  spasms.  The  rigid  condition  of  the  muscles  commenced, 
as  I  have  stated,  in  his  jaws,  neck,  and  gradually  passed  down  over 
the  entire  both',  and  by  this  time  he  had  spasms  every  few  moments, 
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they  drawing  him  backwards,  but  never  lasting  more  than  a  minute, 
or  less.  When  asked  if  he  had  any  pain  he  always  would  say  no,  only 
the  drawing  of  the  muscles  made  him  sore.  His  jaw  set  and  the  mus- 
cles rigid  continued  up  to  June  1,  Remember  from  the  6th  day  of  April 
to  the  12th  day  of  May,  from  time  of  injury  to  time  of  taking  lockjaw, 
is  five  weeks  and  one  day,  then  from  the  12th  day  of  May  to  June  1st 
Is  two  weeks  and  five  days.  During  this  last  period  he  suffered  every- 
thing but  death.  The  spasms  and  rigid  condition  of  the  muscles 
caused  curvature  of  the  spine.  The  dorsal  vertebrae  were  forced  out- 
ward or  backward,  the  lumbar  region  was  lateral  and  inward,  the  ster- 
num was  forced  or  bulged  forward,  every  muscle  of  his  body  was  rigid 
and  hard,  and  he  was  a  fright  to  look  at  up  to  June  1st,  then  he  grad- 
ually commenced  to  improve. 

Tbeatmbnt. 

First,  I  used  chloroform,  and  that  did  well  for  two  days.  It  then 
took  so  much  that  I  commenced  to  inject  morphia  sulphate,  one  fourth 
grain  every  two  to  three  hours,  and  that  had  to  be  increased  gradu- 
ally, and  when  the  spasms  were  worst  I  gave  one  and  one-half  grains 
of  morphia  every  four  hours.  This  dose  would  cause  rest,  but  he 
never  would  sleep  very  long.  I  also  used  other  remedies  to  quiet  him, 
but  of  all  morphia  was  the  best  I  tried  the  treatment  of  Dr.  W.  H. 
Hartley,  of  Sydney,  Australia,  as  was  reported  in  the  Journal,  page 
542,  1893,  with  no  success.  In  fact,  I  tried  everything  I  could  think 
of  until  June  1st  when  I  commenced  the  saline  treatment,  and  as  soon 
as  I  started  in  with  this  treatment,  and  by  this  time  I  was  anxious  to 
try  anything  that  gave  relief,  as  my  patient  was  nearly  exhausted,  I 
saw  that  the  saline  made  him  feel  better.  I  pushed  the  treatment, 
and  to-day  he  is  well.  It  took  the  whole  of  the  month  of  June,  and  on 
July  12th  he  was  out  and  around,  looking  well  only  complaining  of 
being  weak.  His  temperature  never  was  higher  than  102°,  pulse  weak, 
and  face  pale.  I  gave  salt-water  injections  as  strong  as  he  could  en- 
dure without  a  smarting  or  burning  feeling,  per  rectum,  two  to  three 
times  in  twenty- four  hours,  and  had  him  retain  it  as  long  as  he  could. 

I  also  flushed  his  bowels  thoroughly  with  salt  water  once  a  day,and 
in  one  week  from  the  time  I  commenced  to  use  injections,  I  was  sur- 
prised to  see  how  much  he  would  retain.  I  bathed  him  often  with 
salt  water,  also  tried  soda  but  could  see  no  benefit. 

I  nourished  him  with  boiled  milk  with  one-fourth  lime  water,  beef 
tea,  and  egg-nog,  also,  during  the  latter  part  of  June  I  gave  brandy. 

I  hope  others,  if  so  unfortunate  as  to  get  a  case  of  lockjaw,  will  try 
the  saline  treatment,  and  push  the  treatment  as  fast  as  the  case  can 
stand  it,  as  I  have  done  in  the  case  just  reported.  I  would  also  give 
injections  of  salt  water  under  the  skin,  if  it  can  be  tolerated.  I  tried 
it,  but  could  not  It  seemed  to  cause  some  smarting  under  the  skin, 
after  injected,  and  made  the  case  irritable. 

I  also  hope  that  if  anyone  has  a  case  upon  which  the  saline  treat- 
ment was  used,  it  will  be  reported. 
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A   CLINICAL    STUDY. 
By  I.  B.  Washburn,  M.  D.v  Rensselaer,  Ind. 

IN  the.  July  number  of  the  Journal  there  is  an  article  compiled  by 
Dr.  Mundy  under  the  above  caption.  It  is  said  to  be  a  study  of 
the  action  of  strophanthus.  The  conclusions  are  contrary  to  my  un- 
derstanding of  the  physiology  of  the  circulation. 

What  causes  a  high  tension  pulse?  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  con- 
tracted capillaries  are  the  cause.  The  heart  works  harder  to  drive  the 
blood  through  the  vessels,  hence  the  strong  impulse,  the  full,  strong, 
slow,  i.  e.  high  tension  pulse. 

If  the  capillaries  are  dilated,  there  is  a  soft  and  frequent,  low  ten- 
sion pulse.  The  blood  passes  easily  and  freely  through  the  vessels, 
even  to  the  minutest  ones.  The  heart  does  its  work  easily  because  the 
blood  is  not  obstructed  by  contracted  vessels.  If  the  capillaries  are 
dilated,  more  blood  will  pass  through  them  than  when  contracted, 
hence  it  would  follow  that  the  more  blood  that  passes  through  the  kid- 
neys the  greater  the  secretion  of  urine,  and  conversely,  the  less  blood 
thai  passes  through  the  kidneys  the  less  the  secretion  of  urine.  A 
drug  or  substance  that  will  cause  contraction  of  the  capillaries  will  de- 
crease the  secretion  of  urine,  and  a  drug  or  substance  that  will  cause 
dilation  of  the  capillaries  increases  the  flow  of  blood  to  the  kidneys 
and  increases  the  secretion  of  urine. 

Physiological  chemistry,  or  the  chemistry  of  the  human  body,  is 
something  I  know  but  little  about  I  wish  I  knew  how  drugs  or  sub- 
stances act  and  react  when  taken  into  the  system.  It  seems  to  me  that 
Dr.  Wilcox  is  in  error  in  saying,  "increased  blood  tension  causes  a 
larger  amount  of  urine  to  be  excreted."  Further  on  he  says,  "It 
(strophanthus)  is  diuretic  in  certain  cases,  particularly  those  in  which 
the  previously  existing  blood  pressure  is  low."  (Italics  mine.)  If  it 
is  diuretic,  it  is  because  it  causes  dilatation  of  the  capillaries,  as  does 
mercury  in  small  doses,  belladonna,  veratrum  viride,  acid,  etc 

Perhaps  the  editor  of  the  Journal  can  tell  me  whether  I  am  wrong 
or  not,  as  I  am  seeking  knowledge. 


THE  BIOCHBniC  TREATTIENT  OF  WHOOPING  COUQH. 
By  B.  F.  Beane,  n.  D.a  EI  Dorado,  O. 

I  NOTICE  in  the  last  two  or  three  issues  of  the  Journal  some  arti- 
cles on  whooping  cough  in  which  the  great  desideratum  seemed 
to  be  remedies  that  would  favorably  influence  this  disease. 

H.  W.  F.,  in  his  editorial  on  page  291  says :  "We  believe  that  the 
majority  of  cases  are  as  yet  uninfluenced  by  the  means  at  our  com- 
mand." Again  on  page  376,  Dr.  J.  H.  Woodhul  says :  "To  arrest 
the  cough  that  precipitated  the  lesion  would  be  the  rational  treatment, 
but  to  do  this  is  beyond  medical  agencies." 
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Believing  we  have  a  rational  treatment  for  whooping-cough,  and 
remedies  that  do  favorably  influence  this  disease,  will  constitute  my 
reasons  for  rushing  into  print. 

My  experience  in  the  treatment  of  whooping-cough,  while  not  ex- 
tended, has  been  quite  satisfactory  to  me,  especially  since  adopting 
the  biochemic  treatment  of  Schussler.  Under  this  treatment  the  cough 
may  be  modified,  the  paroxysms  lessened  in  severity  and  frequency, 
and  the  duration  of  the  disease  very  materially  shortened. 

The  treatment  is  substantially  as  follows :  In  the  earlier  stages  of 
the  disease  ferri  phos.  is  given  for  the  febrile  symptoms,  alternated 
with  potassium  chloride  for  the  fibrinous  expectoration.  If  the  dis- 
ease has  reached  that  stage  when  the  cough  has  become  spasmodic  in 
character,  ending  in  the  characteristic  whoop  of  nervous  origin,  then 
magnesium  phos.  is  the  remedy  par  excellence,  and  as  this  stage  is 
usually  reached  before  the  doctor's  services  are  sought,  this  remedy 
will  form  the  basis  of  treatment  in  nine-tenths  of  all  cases.  Indeed,  a 
vial  of  this  remedy  with  directions  to  give  a  quantity  the  size  of  a  pea 
in  hot  water  every  four  hours  regularly,  and  repeated  whenever  a  par- 
oxysm of  coughing  comes  on,  quite  frequently  constitutes  the  whole 
treatment. 

In  severe  cases  other  remedies  are  used  according  to  indications,  the 
character  of  the  expectoration  guiding  in  the  selection  of  the  remedy. 
Calcium  phos.  is  often  used  in  winding  up  the  treatment  as  a  general 
restorative,  or  when  the  lime  salts  seem  to  be  deficient. 

I  usually  use  the  6x  potency  of  these  remedies,  though  sometimes  a 
lower  is  demanded.     I  have  never  used  the  higher  potencies. 

The  dose  will  be  equal  to  that  recommended  above  for  magnesium 
phos.  Very  often,  indeed,  generally,  I  add  the  required  quantity  to 
water  in  a  tumbler,  and  give  a  teaspoonf ul  of  the  solution  at  a  dose. 


VERATRUM  IN  PUERPERAL  ECLAMPSIA. 
By  T.  J.  Daniel,  n.  D.,  Magazine,  Ark. 

SOME  months  ago  I  was  called  to  attend  Mrs.  A.  in  her  first  con- 
finement Upon  my  arrival  I  found  her  in  the  first  stage  of  labor. 
Os  dilated  about  the  size  of  a  silver  dollar — vertex  presentation.  She 
seemed  to  be  doing  very  well.  Knowing  it  would  be  some  time  before 
I  was  needed,  I  went  into  an  adjoining  room  and  laid  down,  giving 
instructions  to  call  me  when  needed.  In  about  an  hour  they  awoke 
me,  and  told  me  that  Mrs.  A.  was  suffering  with  a  severe  headache, 
and  was  very  sick  at  the  stomach.  I  at  once  arose,  and  gave  her  some 
passiflora,  but  the  stomach  ejected  it  at  once.  I  then  gave  a  large 
dose  of  potassium  bromide,  but  it  was  also  thrown  up.  I  waited  a 
few  minutes,  during  which  time  I  made  another  examination.  Labor 
had  progressed  very  little.  I  gave  another  dose  of  passiflora,  and 
also  prepared  the  following  for  her:  R — Specific  aconite  gtt.  x.,  sp. 
macrotys  3ss.,  water  §iv.  M.    Sig.  Teaspoonf  ul  every  hour.     But  the 
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stomach  would  not  retain  ii  I  then  informed  her  husband  privately 
that  I  anticipated  convulsions,  and  would  like  to  have  counsel  He 
sent  for  another  physician.  I  then  gave  morphine  hypodermically, 
but  to  no  avail 

Shortly  after  the  physician  arrived  she  took  a  convulsion.  We  at 
once  administered  chloroform,  but  having  but  little  it  was  soon  gone, 
and  the  convulsions  returned.  We  then  gave  her  ten  drops  of  specific 
veratrum  hypodermically,  and  delivered  at  once  with  forceps.  There 
were  no  more  convulsions.  The  pulse  dropped  to  48  per  minute.  We 
then  decided  to  watch  her  closely,  and  not  allow  her  pulse  to  get  above 
seventy,  for  at  least  twenty-four  hours.  So  we  selected  a  trusty  nurse, 
placed  a  watch  in  his  hand,  and  told  him  that  when  the  pulse  reached 
seventy,  to  give  her  four  drops  of  the  veratrum.  In  about  four  hours 
it  reached  the  mark,  and  the  veratrum  was  given.  It  brought  the 
pulse  down  to  57.  Again  in  about  four  hours  it  was  back  to  70,  and 
three  drops  were  given.  When  it  again  reached  70  two  were  given, 
and  so  on  till  only  one-half  drop  was  given. 

A  patient  never  did  better.  She  had  but  a  slight  rise  of  tempera- 
ture the  third  day.  The  vagina  was  washed  each  day  with  asepein 
soap  and  chlorate  of  potash.  After  the  first  twenty-four  hours,  chlo- 
rate of  potash  was  given  every  three  hours ;  also  the  following :  R — 
Specific  veratrum  gtt.  xv.,  sp.  macrotys  gtt  xxx.,  water  §iv.  M.  Sig. 
Teaspoonful  every  two  hours.  There  was  no  sore  nor  abscess  from 
the  hypodermic  use  of  veratrum. 

Of  all  remedies  for  this  dread  condition,  veratrum  is  the  one,  in  my 
opinion.  I  use  Lloyd's  altogether,  and  will  use  no  other.  To  cleanse 
the  parts,  and  to  wash  out  the  vagina,  nothing  stands  ahead  of  asepsin 
soap  with  me. 

THE    DIFFERENCE    DEFINED. 

"I  can't  conceive,"  she  archly  cried, 
"  Wherein  you  men  can  longer  pride 

Yourselves  from  female  rivals  free, 

For  surely  we  have  grown  to  be 
Your  peers  in  ev'ry  human  stride. 
It  is  a  truth  that  none  dare  hide ; 

Yet  why  you  men  will  not  agree 

To  recognize  the  new  degree, 

I  can't  conceive. 

"Now,  entre  nous,  wont  you  confide 
And  tell  me  true,  all  jokes  aside, 

What  difference  the  world  can  see 
Between  your  manly  self  and  me?" 
"  To  tell  you  truly,' 9  he  replied, 

"I can't  conceice." 
William  Colby  Cooper  in  The  Gleaner. 
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Eveb  since  the  human  race  turned  its  face  towards  the  unknown 
future,  the  battle  for  existence  has  continued.  From  the  first  breath 
of  the  infant  to  the  expiring  gasp  of  old  age,  the  struggle  goes  on, 
and  from  Creation's  dawn,  the  search  for  some  agent  that  could 
be  used  for  the  healing  of  the  nations  has  occupied  the  thought 
and  been  the  theme  of  thousands  who  have  yielded  up  their  lives 
without  seeing  the  fruition  of  their  labors. 

Man,  in  his  primitive  state,  would  require  only  the  simplest 
remedial  agents  for  his  needs.  The  only  diseases  would  be  such  as 
would  result  from  change  of  temperature,  or  those  incident  to  age, 
or  due  to  his  nomadic  life. 

But  as  the  world  became  more  populous,  as  people  congregated 
in  cities,  diseases  of  a  zymotic  nature  were  generated,  and  humanity 
looked  anxiously  for  relief. 

The  history  of  medicine  during  the  earlier  ages  is  speculative. 
The  idea  that  disease  was  the  result  of  an  offended  deity,  placed  the 
treatment  in  the  hands  of  priests,  persons  capable  by  incantations, 
rites, and  sacrifices, of  appeasing  the  wrath  of  the  offended  gods.  The 
treatment,  further  than  that,  is  mere  conjecture.  Even  in  Greece, 
the  early  history  of  medicine  is  shrouded  in  darkness.  How  much  is 
fable,  and  how  much  is  authentic,  it  is  not  possible  to  tell.  The 
sick  were  carried  to  the  temple  of  iEsculapius.  Here  some  animal 
was  offered  as  a  sacrifice,  and,  after  prayer  and  other  sacred  rites, 
the  patient  went  to  sleep,  either  at  the  feet  of  the  statue  of  a  god 
or  upon  the  skin  of  the  sacrificial  offering,  and  the  remedy  was  re- 
vealed in  a  dream. 

The  cure  was  then  recorded  upon  the  walls  of  the  temple.  The 
schools  of  philosophy  also  taught  the  healing  art  as  part  of  a  general 
education,  and  laid  claims  for  patronage. 

The  charlatans  sold  their  nostrums  in  the  public  mart.  The 
gymnasiarchs  looked  after  the  patrons  of  the  gymnasium,  especially 
those  who  received  injuries,  their  treatment  being,  principally,  sur- 
gical.     Such  was  the  condition  of  the  liealing  art  (?)  when  Hip- 


400  The  American  System  op  Medicine. 

pocrates,  450  B.  C,  appeared  upon  the  medical  horizon.  Being 
an  indefatigable  student,  he  collected  the  best  of  this  fragmentary 
knowledge,  and  added  by  study  and  observation  much  that  has  been 
recorded  and  preserved,  which  justifies  the  profession  in  calling 
him  the  father  of  rational  medicine  (?). 

He  was  the  first  to  adopt  the  humoral  theory  of  disease.  A 
recent  writer  says  of  him:  "He  relied  too  much  on  the  healing  power 
of  nature"  Although  he  gave  minerals  and  vegetable  remedies,  yet 
his  treatment  consisted  mostly  of  simple  agents. 

The  century  following  Hippocrates  is  a  blank  in  the  medical 
world.  Then  came  the  Alexandrian  school,  of  whom  Herophilus 
and  Erasistratus  were  the  most  distinguished.  They  practiced  bleed- 
ing and  administered  many  drugs.  They  were  anatomists  of  con- 
siderable fame;  but  on  their  death  the  study  of  anatomy  ceased 
for  nearly  five  hundred  years. 

Previous  to  the  Alexandrian  school,  dogmatism  had  been  the 
prevailing  system.  The  dogmatists  maintained  that  to  treat  disease 
successfully  we  must  be  acquainted  with  the  primary  as  well  as  the 
exciting  cause  of  disease. 

This  doctrine  was  opposed  by  a  school  called  the  Empirics,  who 
contended  that  a  close  observation  of  disease  and  the  effects  of 
drugs  upon  the  system  was  the  only  guide  to  success. 

These  were  followed  by  the  Pneumatic  school,  who  believed 
that  disease  was  caused  by  the  operation  of  the  pneuma,  or  sonL 
These  systems  were  but  preparing  the  way  for  one  whose  fame  was 
to  rival  that  of  Hippocrates,  and  whose  teachings  were  to  remain 
undisputed  for  more  than  twelve  centuries,  and  even  facts  were 
discredited  if  opposed  to  the  theory  of  Galen. 

As  the  centuries  passed,  other  systems  sprang  up,  flourished  for 
a  time,  and  then  sank  into  oblivion;  but  the  theories  of  Hippocrates 
and  Galen  have  reigned  supreme. 

During  these  years,  anatomy,  physiology,  chemistry,  and  sur- 
gery made  magnificent  strides;  but  when  we  turn  to  the  fields  of 
practical  medicine,  of  what  have  the  medical  profession  to  boast? 
Twenty-three  centuries  of  medical  treatment  have  passed,  freighted 
with  the  lives  of  unnumbered  millions.  Not  only  the  people,  but 
the  profession  itself,  had  lost  confidence  in  their  ability,  not  only  to 
arrest  disease  and  relieve  suffering,  but  were  forced  to  admit  that 
the  mortality  increased  in  proportion  to  the  persistency  with  which 
the  medication  was  pursued.  In  this,  the  dawn  of  the  twentieth 
century,  when  science  is  making  such  wonderful  strides,  when 
the  best  thought  and  effort  of  the  world  is  to  relieve  and  benefit 
mankind,  it  would  ill  become  me  to  stir  up  unpleasant  feelings  by 
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stating  the  true  condition  of  the  dominant  school  at  the  beginning 
of  the  present  century;  but,  in  order  to  justify  the  claims  of  the 
new  school,  that  a  new  system  was  needed,  I  will  quote  from  a 
few  of  the  dominant  school,  whose  position  in  the  medical  world 
entitles  them  to  a  hearing  on  this  important  point. 

The  great  German  physician,  Boerhave,  says:  "If  we  weigh  the 
good  that  has  been  done  to  mankind  by  a  handful  of  true  disciples 
of  jEsculapius  against  the  evils  wrought  to  the  human  race  by  the 
great  number  of  doctors  since  the  origin  of  the  art  of  medicine  to 
our  time,  we  should  doubtless  come  to  think  that  it  would  have 
been  better  had  there  never  been  any  doctors  in  the  world/9 

Sir  Astley  Cooper  said  to  the  students  of  Guy's  Hospital:  "Look, 
gentlemen,  at  one  hundred  patients  who  come  into  the  hospital; 
their  treatment  has  been  so  infamous  and  disgraceful  that  their 
health  is  irremediably  destroyed." 

The  great  Sir  John  Forbes,  in  1846,  speaking  of  Allopathic 
practice,  said:  "Things  have  arrived  at  such  a  pitch  that  they  can 
not  be  worse  f9  while  that  prince  of  British  physicians  and  writers, 
Dr.  Mason  Good,  writes:  "The  science  of  medicine  is  a  barbarous 
jargon,  and  the  effects  of  our  medicines  on  the  human  system  are 
in  the  highest  degree  uncertain,  except,  indeed,  that  they  have 
destroyed  more  lives  than  war,  famine,  and  pestilence  combined/9 
and  Professor  Haecker  says:  "We  must  abandon  the  way  which  has 
thus  far  been  followed/' 

Such  is  the  confession  of  the  greatest  of  the  medical  profession 
in  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  century.  The  treatment  not 
only  failed  to  cure,  but  increased  the  mortality;  it  not  only  failed 
to  relieve  the  suffering,  but  added  greatly  to  it. 

Disease  was  regarded  as  an  entity  to  be  removed  from  the 
body  by  violent  methods.  No  matter  what  the  malady,  the  treat- 
ment was  depleting.  The  means  in  common  use  consisted  of  blood- 
letting, free  purgation,  mercury  in  its  different  forms,  antimony, 
and  nauseants  and  blisters,  with  medicines  in  large  doses  to  in- 
fluence the  kidneys  and  skin.  With  such  treatment,  the  appetite 
for  food  was  lost,  and  digestion  impaired.  Starvation  was  part  of 
the  antiphlogistic  treatment,  and  as  mercury  and  water  were 
thought  to  be  antagonistic,  water  was  withheld.  Their  sufferings 
were  intense.  Tormented  by  nauseant  drugs,  by  drastic  physics, 
suffering  from  blisters,  and  groaning  for  water,  water,  the  sick 
cried  in  vain  for  relief. 

To  combat  such  a  system — to  antagonize  such  treatment — the 
Reform  School  was  born.  We  would  naturally  expect  that  such  a 
movement  would  have  originated  in  the  time-honored  universities 
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of  the  Old  World;  that  the  old  historic  institutions  that  for  cen- 
turies had  been  the  "Mecca"  for  those  who  had  come  to  learn  the 
mysteries  of  the  healing  art,  would  have  evolved  a  better  and  more 
rational  way,  but  not  so;  it  remained  for  the  New  World  to  give  to 
suffering  humanity  a  safe  and  successful  system  that  would  banish 
the  lancet,  reduce  the  drastic  effects  of  the  old  purgatives,  and 
establish  the  most  rational  system  ever  promulgated.  Hence,  it 
has  been  called  by  many  the  American  system  of  medicine. 

In  the  little  State  of  New  Jersey,  one  of  the  thirteen  Colonies, 
was  born  that  spirit  of  liberty  which  dared  make  its  fight  against 
the  recognized  usages  and  customs  of  centuries. 

The  great  principle  upon  which  Eclecticism  was  founded  was 
broad  and  deep  enough  to  embrace  every  ailment  to  which  flesh 
is  heir — namely:  'That  disease,  wherever  met,  and  in  whatever 
form,  was  devitalizing  and  lessened  one's  power  to  live,  and  any 
agent  or  method  that  still  further  impaired  this  vital  force,  was  to 
be  discarded  as  harmful,  if  not  criminal/' 

Drs.  Benn,  Tidd,  and  Samuel  Thompson,  by  discarding  all  de- 
pleting agents,  and  using  in  their  place  remedies  from  the  veg- 
etable kingdom,  prepared  the  way  for  Dr.  Wooster  Beach,  the 
father  and  founder  of  the  most  rational  system  of  medicine  before 
the  world  to-day — Eclecticism. 

In  1827  he  established  the  United  States  Infirmary,  and  in 
one  year  treated  2,100  patients.  In  1829  was  organized  the  Re- 
formed Medical  College  of  New  York.  In  1830  was  established  the 
Reformed  Medical  Society,  which,  on  May  3d,  resolved,  "That 
this  Society  deem  it  expedient  to  establish  an  additional  school 
on  the  Ohio  River,  in  order  that  the  people  of  the  West  may  en- 
joy the  advantages  resulting  from  a  scientific  knowledge  of  Botanic 
Medication." 

In  1832  an  additional  college  was  established  at  Worthington, 
Ohio,  but  in  1,843  was  removed  to  Cincinnati,  where  greater  facili- 
ties for  carrying  on  a  medical  college  were  afforded,  and  two  years 
later  this  college,  The  Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  by  special  act  of 
the  Legislature  received  its  charter,  and  a  full  Faculty  organized, 
consisting  of  those  early  pioneers  and  founders,  Morrow,  Hill,  Jones, 
Cox,  Baldridge,  and  Oliver. 

These  earlier  Eclectics  were  stanch,  earnest,  and  loyal  to  the 
new  doctrine  as  laid  down  in  their  principles,  and  the  battle  for  the 
new  as  against  the  old  was  a  most  bitter  one.  They  were  perse- 
cuted, maligned,  and  ostracized  by  the  dominant  school;  but  the 
greater  the  persecution,  the  more  vigorous  the  growth.    In  1836, 


The  American  System  op  Medicine.  493 

sixty  years  ago,  Dr.  Morrow  proudly  stated  that  there  were  two 
hundred  regularly  educated  medical  reformers  practicing  medicine. 
To-day  there  are  more  than  ten  thousand. 

The  earlier  Eclectics  administered  remedies  principally  from 
the  vegetahle  kingdom;  hence,  they  were  sometimes  called  botanic 
doctors.  There  is,  perhaps,  more  confusion  in  the  minds  of  the 
public  as  to  our  position  in  the  medical  world  than  any  other  system. 

A  great  many  think  that  the  Eclectics  choose,  or  pick  out  the 
best  from  the  other  schools,  and  that  the  Eclectic  system  consists 
only  in  this  selection. 

While  we  do  claim  the  privilege  of  using  any  agent  that  will 
prove  beneficial,  no  matter  from  what  source,  yet  our  most  distinctive 
feature  has  been  the  development  of  a  new  Materia  Medica  and  the 
application  of  these  agents  for  definite  pathological  wrongs. 

Yet,  whilst  the  earlier  Eclectic  system  was  a  very  successful  one, 
it  was  decidedly  unpleasant  on  account  of  the  large  doses  of  in- 
fusions and  decoctions.  Powdered  roots  and  bark  and  herbs  were 
efficacious,  but  decidedly  nauseating,  and  the  more  prominent  men 
soon  saw  that  if  the  new  school  was  to  succeed  in  a  large  sense, 
the  remedies  must  be  gotten  into  a  more  palatable  form  and  in 
smaller  compass. 

The  Homoeopaths  were  pushing  their  claims  for  patronage,  and 
small  and  pleasant  doses  were  becoming  popular.  Professor  John 
King  turned  his  attention  towards  the  concentration  of  the  vari- 
ous remedies,  or  rather  to  obtaining  the  active  principle  from  the 
plants  in  the  form  of  resins,  podophyllin  being  the  first  in  the  list. 
He  was  ably  assisted  in  this  work  by  Wm.  S.  Merrell,  the  father 
of  Eclectic  Pharmacy.  Still  the  remedies  were  harsh  and  un- 
pleasant; and  as  the  years  went  by  the  necessity  for  small  doses 
and  pleasant  medication  became  more  apparent.  The  harsh  ac- 
tion must  be  replaced  by  the  medicinal  action.  The  infusion,  de- 
coction, and  powders  must  go.  Fortunately,  there  appeared  upon 
the  field  on*  who  was  to  start  a  movement  that  would  end  in  not 
only  a  pleasant  but  successful  medication.  It  was  found  that  the 
old-time  remedies  could  be  concentrated  and  dispensed  in  water,  and 
a  new  era  of  prosperity  dawned;  and  when  Dr.  John  M.  Scud- 
der  gave  to  the  world  Specific  Medication  and  Specific  Diagnosis, 
supported  by  Specific  Medicines,  he  prepared  the  way  for  a  still 
more  progressive  study  of  medicine. 

The  school  began  the  development  of  this  idea,  and  to-day  Spe- 
cific Medication  is  the  rational  system  of  medicine. 

All  nature,  animate  and  inanimate,  has  a  language  of  its  own. 
The  geologist  looks  at  the  rock,  and  reads  the  history  of  its  for- 
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matron  for  ages  past.  The  zoologist  sees  written  in  a  piece  of  bone 
the  history  of  an  extinct  race,  and  is  enabled  to  classify  it  as  posi- 
tively as  if  it  stood  in  his  presence,  a  living,  moving  being.  Turn 
where  we  may,  examine  what  we  will,  and  there  is  an  open  invi- 
tation to  understand  its  mysteries  by  solving  its  language. 

The  history  of  Egypt,  one  of  the  greatest  empires  that  ever 
flourished,  lay  wrapped  in  darkness  for  thousands  of  years.  The 
part  she  played  in  the  "Council  of  the  Nations"  could  only  be  con- 
jectured. Century  after  century  passed,  but  the  world  could  only 
look  at  her  magnificent  ruins,  and  wonder  at  her  former  greatness. 
Yet  during  all  these  centuries  her  history  was  indelibly  written  in 
masses  of  granite,  that  were  a  standing  invitation  to  read  of  the 
wonders  of  Memphis,  of  Thebes,  and  of  Heliopolis;  but  it  re- 
mained for  the  student  of  the  present  century  to  apply  the  key  and 
unlock  the  mysteries  hidden  in  the  Egyptian  hieroglyphics.  When 
we  turn  to  the  human  body,  so  marvelous  in  its  mechanism,  so  deli- 
cate in  its  structure,  its  various  parts  so  nicely  adjusted  to  its  many 
uses,  we  find  no  exception  to  the  universal  rule.  It  has  a  language 
that  can  as  surely  be  interpreted  by  the  student  of  medicine  as 
were  the  hieroglyphics  of  the  ancients.  Ever  since  man  had  a 
being,  ever  since  disease  left  its  impress  upon  the  body,  this  lan- 
guage has  been  the  same,  only  waiting  for  some  one  to  solve  its 
mysteries  and  give  a  faithful  translation.  One  who  has  studied 
his  anatomy  carefully,  and  knows  its  structure,  his  physiology,  and 
understands  its  functions,  will  read  with  ease  symptoms  that  speak 
of  health;  and  to  be  able  to  clearly  understand  disease,  he  must  thor- 
oughly understand  its  language. 

The  language  of  the  body  is  written  in  symptoms,  expressing  its 
condition  in  health,  in  disease,  and  in  death,  and  he  who  would 
succeed  in  the  healing  art  must  be  able  to  clearly  understand  its 
meaning  ere  he  can  right  the  wrongs  that  it  unerringly  expresses. 
If  he  learns  the  symptoms  that  infallibly  tell  us  of  health,  the  nor- 
mal state,  he  will  readily  recognize  the  slightest  deviation,  which 
is  disease.  If  disease  is  a  departure  from  health,  certainly  the  first 
step  in  a  rational  system  of  medicine  would  be  to  recognize  clearly 
the  standard  by  which  our  sick  man  is  to  be  judged — the  conditions 
that  appeal  to  our  sense  of  sight,  touch,  smell,  and  sound,  with  such 
uniformity  that  we  unmistakably  read  the  language  of  health;  and 
when  we  come  to  study  disease,  the  language  is  no  less  plain.  Be- 
fore the  birth  of  science,  phenomena  alone  were  studied;  but  as 
deeper  thinkers  came  into  the  arena,  the  relation  between  the  various 
phenomena  was  studied.  It  was  found  that  every  effect  was  pro- 
duced by  a  certain  antecedent  cause;  that  there  was  a  universal 
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reign  of  law;  that  nothing  came  by  chance.  Now,  if  these  different 
causes  that  give  rise  to  specific  effects  are  accompanied  by  definite 
and  specific  symptoms,  we  will  be  able  not  only  to  recognize  the 
disease,  but  haying  determined  a  remedy  that  is  opposed  to  diseased 
action  in  a  given  case — a  remedy  that  causes  these  symptoms  to 
disappear,  and  restores  us  to  health — we  have  a  remedy  for  this 
same  condition  whenever  and  wherever  met.  If  curative  to-day, 
no  matter  what  the  disease  may  be,  it  will  prove  curative  a  thousand 
years  hence  under  the  same  conditions. 

We  are  to  remember  that  every  change  of  function  or  structure 
can,  and  is,  to  be  measured  by  excess,  defect,  or  perversion;  that 
these  conditions  are  accompanied  by  symptoms  so  pronounced  that 
we  are  able  to  recognize  the  wrong,  and  give  a  rational  treatment. 
In  disease  there  is  always  a  change  of  function  or  structure.  A 
change  in  what?  In  circulation,  innervation,  temperature,  nu- 
trition, or  secretion,  or  possibly  in  all;  and  these  wrongs  are  so  defi- 
nitely expressed  by  symptoms  that  we  are  enabled  not  only  to  recog- 
nize the  lesion,  but,  having  learned  the  relation  between  drug 
action  and  disease  expression,  it  tells  us  the  treatment  as  well. 

According  to  Virchow,  "All  organic  life  has  its  origin  in  cells, 
and  all  functional  activity  depends  upon  a  proper  and  continued 
development  of  cells."  Though  there  is  nothing  in  their  size,  shape, 
or  development  to  distinguish  one  from  another,  yet  they  have  power 
to  abstract  from  the  blood  materials  for  their  use.  They  have  a 
special  elective  affinity  for  certain  materials,  and  will  remove  only 
this  material.  A  hepatic  cell  will  not  use  material  intended  for 
saliva,  pancreatic  fluid,  or  gastric  juice.  It  selects  only  that  for 
which  it  has  an  affinity.  Every  organ  and  tissue  of  the  body  has 
certain  drug  affinities,  and  having  found  a  remedy  that  has  an 
affinity  for  certain  parts,  represented  by  certain  symptoms,  we  give 
this,  expecting  and  obtaining  definite  results. 

If  science  is  knowledge  systematized,  then  are  we  approaching 
the  boundary-line  where  we  can  chronicle  medicine  as  a  science. 

As  a  school,  we  have  ever  been  progressive.  Seventy  years  of 
her  history  have  passed.  From  a  handful  of  earnest  searchers  after 
truth,  the  school  has  grown  like  a  mighty  giant,  and  to-day  exceeds 
ten  thousand  Eclectics  in  the  field.  To-day  our  colleges  are  equal 
to  the  best  ill  the  land,  and  their  facilities  for  teaching  medicine 
are  unsurpassed.  We  have  a  literature  of  our  own,  of  which  we 
are  justly  proud,  and  Eclectic  medicines  that  are  used  the  world 
over.  Our  men  are  educated  and  abreast  of  the  times.  Our 
requirements  for  graduation  are  a  good  literary  education  and 
four  years'  attendance  at  a  reputable  college  of  medicine.    We  have 
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suffered  some  from  those  sharks  that  prey  upon  worth  and  merit 
wherever  found.  I  refer  to  Diploma  Mills.  Becognizing  the  suc- 
cess of  our  school,  the  unscrupulous  established  bogus  colleges 
and  sold  diplomas  to  those  who  could  buy.  These,  however,  have 
been  routed  from  the  field;  the  one  here  at  Milwaukee,  known  as 
the  "Wisconsin  Eclectic  Medical  College,"  under  the  leadership  of 
one  Dr.  Rutland,  being  the  last  to  go,  and  I  heartily  congratulate 
the  Wisconsin  Eclectics,  that  you  succeeded  in  killing  the  parasite. 
Our  physicians  can  practice  in  every  State  and  Territory  in  the 
Union,  and  under  every  State  Board  in  the  land. 

We  have  a  history  of  which  we  are  all  proud.  We  have  seen  the 
lancet  and  the  harsh  medication  of  former  years  disappear,  never 
to  return.  An  effort  is  occasionally  made  to  revive  the  use  of  blood- 
letting, as  may  be  noted  in  the  "American  Text-Book  of  Applied 
Therapeutics,"  for  1896,  where  Dr.  I.  N.  Danforth,  writing  on 
Pneumonia,  says:  "Ten,  twelve,  or  even  twenty  ounces  may  be  re- 
quired— it  does  not  matter  about  the  quantity,  the  effect  is  the 
important  thing." 

But  the  American  people  do  not  believe  in  going  backward,  and 
will  never  permit  its  revival. 

What  now  of  her  future?  Her  present  success  in  the  line  of 
direct  or  specific  medication  is  prophetic  of  a  glorious  future. 
But  the  fight  is  not  over.  The  regular  profession,  uncertain  in  its 
medication,  is  helplessly  turning  to  every  new  craze  that  comes 
from  the  Old  World.  The  synthetic  products,  patented  in  Germany 
and  made  we  know  not  how,  are  being  prescribed  by  the  regulars, 
regardless  of  their  depressing  effects,  together  with  the  various  ani- 
mal serums  and  toxines,  which  are  injected  on  every  hand. 

The  bacteriologist  has  found  a  germ  for  every  contagious,  as 
well  as  non-contagious,  disease,  and  now  the  toxin  fad  is  in  the 
ascendency.  Various  contagious  poisons  are  injected  into  animals, 
and  after  certain  time  has  elapsed  the  serum  is  drawn,  and  the  modi- 
fied poison  injected  into  the  victim.    No,  the  fight  is  not  over. 

The  Bergeon  treatment  for  consumption  has  passed  into  oblivion. 
Brown-Sequard's  famous  elixir  is  as  dead  as  its  illustrious  author. 
The  tuberculus  craze  has  shared  the  same  fate;  yet  the  regular  pro- 
fession is  eagerly  pursuing  this  same  medication,  and  Thyroid  juice 
and  various  experimental  anti-toxines  are  the  fads  of  th#  day. 

Eclectics,  stand  by  your  principles!  Disease  is  wrong  life, — con- 
serve the  vital  force,  and  when  these  depressing,  devitalizing,  and 
poisonous  agents  are  finally  routed,  our  banners  will  proudly  float 
to  the  breezes,  and  Eclecticism,  the  American  system  of  medicine, 
will  be  triumphant. 
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Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

CONDUCTED  BY  W.  B.  8CUDDEE,  M.  D. 

TONSILLITIS. 

In  looking  over  the  classification  of  tonsillitis  by  several  authors, 
one  becomes  almost  confused  and  wonders  how  many  varieties  there 
actually  are.    Practically  speaking  there  are  only  two,  the  superficial, 
or  folliculous  tonsillitis,  and  the  deep  tonsillitis,  or  quinsy. 
Folliculous  Tonsillitis. 

Folliculous  tonsillitis  sometimes  comes  on  as  a  primary  and  iso- 
lated disease.  It  is,  however,  more  frequently  associated  with  what 
is  commonly  called  sore  throat,  that  is,  the  whole  mucous  membrane 
of  this  region  of  the  pharynx,  as  well  as  the  tonsils,  takes  on  this 
superficial  inflammation,  particularly  affecting  the  follicular  glands. 

The  patient  suffers  exposure,  soon  after  noticing  chilly  sensations, 
followed  by  the  throat  symptoms. 

The  first  symptoms  are  those  of  dryness,  irritation,  and  a  desire  to 
cough,  the  throat,  at  this  period  presenting  a  deep  red  and  congested 
appearance.  Within  twenty- four  hours  this  dryness  passes  away  and 
the  follicular  glands  excrete  a  thick  mucus. 

With  regard  to  the  crypts,  or  lacunae  in  the  tonsils,  these  soon  be- 
come filled  with  a  white,  cheesy  material,  thrown  out  from  the  several 
follicles  that  line  each  crypt.  Thus,  the  tonsils  present  not  only  a 
congested  and  swollen  appearance,  but  also  a  white,  mottled  appear- 
ance, due  to  these  cheesy  deposits. 

When  this  trouble  is  entirely  neglected,  and  the  recurrence  of  the 
tonsillitis  is  frequent,  the  secretions  of  these  follicular  glands  in  the 
crypts  become  more  or  less  degenerated,  and  a  septic  condition  comes 
on,  accompanied  by  foul  breath  and  a  coated  tongue. 

It  is  in  this  case  that  the  lymphatics  of  the  tonsils  take  up  this  poi- 
son, depositing  it,  or  in  other  words,  poisoning  the  nearest  lymphatic 
glands,  which,  in  this  instance,  are  the  cervical  lymphatic  glands. 

Thus  we  have  enlarged  cervical  glands  due  to  the  deposit  of  septic 
material  from  the  tonsils,  just  as  we  have  enlarged  inguinal  glands, 
due  to  venereal  infection. 

Excepting  the  above  mentioned  complication,  the  disease  is  very 
mild  and  ceases  to  be  troublesome  after  several  days. 

Treatment. — In  the  first  stage  of  dryness  and  congestion,  the  indi- 
cations are  very  clear  for  aconite  and  belladonna  internally.  Hot 
water  gargles,  containing  a  little  bicarbonate  of  soda,  relieve  the  stiff - 
nees  of  the  throat 

In  the  stage  of  secretion,  when  the  white  patches  appear,  give  Phy- 
tolacca instead  of  the  belladonna.  Should  the  cervical  glands  become 
swollen,  this  is  a  particular  opportunity  for  the  Phytolacca,  as  it  has 
a  powerful  effect  on  lymphatic  absorption. 
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The  much  abused  chlorate  of  potash  has  a  place  in  throat  medica- 
tion, and  this  is  it.  Use  a  chlorate  of  potash  gargle,  one  drachm  to  a 
pint  of  water,  as  long  as  this  septic  condition  and  the  white  patches 
remain.  With  foetid  breath  and  broad,  coated  tongue,  chlorate  of 
potash  or  sulphite  of  soda  may  be  given  internally. 

For  tonsillar  disease  in  those  of  full  habit,  full  veins,  and  full  tig; 
sues,  central  brown  coat  on  the  tongue,  podophyllin  must  not  be  for- 
gotten.    The  inflammation  always  ends  in  resolution. 

Quinsy. 

Quinsy  is  deep  or  parenchymatous  inflammation  of  the  tonsils,  one 
or  both. 

The  symptoms  are  about  the  same  as  above  in  the  simple  variety 
except  more  severe.  A  distinct  chill  is  generally  noticed,  followed  by 
the  throat  symptoms,  always  fever  and  constitutional  disturbance. 
Intense  pain  of  a  boring  nature,  stiffness  of  the  throat,  and  inability 
to  open  the  jaws,  difficulty  and  great  pain  on  deglutition,  are  the 
marked  symptoms. 

Diagnosis  is  simple,  as  the  severity  of  the  disease,  the  great  enlarge- 
ment of  the  tonsils,  and  the  probability  that  this  is  a  "quinsy  patient," 
leave  little  doubt. 

The  pathological  feature  here  is  that  the  inflammation  attacks  the 
deep  cellular  tissue  of  the  tonsil,  and  is  of  a  suppurative  nature,  so 
that,  to  get  resolution  and  not  suppuration  is  quite  an  achievement, 
and  directly  opposite  to  the  course  of  the  disease. 

In  beginning  the  treatment,  the  patient  should  be  put  on  a  liquid 
diet,  and  if  constipated  a  refrigerant  cathartic,  such  as  Epsom  salts, 
freely  given. 

I  believe  the  internal  administration  of  medium  large  doses  of 
veratrum  and  Phytolacca  in  combination  will  more  nearly  be  the  cor- 
rect medication  than  any  other,  for  this  reason : — Cases  of  quinsy  are 
all  very  similar,  the  pulse  is  full  and  bounding,  and  the  inflammation 
is  sthenic  in  character  (veratrum),  the  Phytolacca  covering  the  gland- 
ular and  lymphatic  phase  of  the  disease. 

Locally,  hot  alkaline  gargles  and  several  times  a  day  painting  the 
tonsils  with  equal  parts  specific  veratrum  and  glycerine,  will  do  much 
to  control  the  inflammation  and  prevent  suppuration.  The  veratrum 
internally  should  be  changed  to  aconite  if  the  pulse  be  small  and  fre- 
quent I  believe  the  Eclectic  success  in  obtaining  resolution  lies  in 
the  two  agents,  veratrum  and  Phytolacca. 

Should  the  disease  continue,  swelling  and  stiffness  remain,  and  the 
throbbing  begin,  pus  must  be  suspected  and  inspection  made  for  the 
place  where  it  points. 

When  the  pus  is  located,  the  tonsil  must  be  stabbed,  so  to  speak, 
that  is,  opened  deeply  and  quickly  by  means  of  a  bistoury,  all  of  the 
blade  being  wrapped  with  paper  except  enough  of  the  end  needed 
to  make  the  puncture.      As  soon  as  suppuration  begins,  change  the 
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internal  treatment,  and  give  sulphide  of  calcium  2d  trituration,  five 
grains  four  times  a  day,  and  locally  use  a  chlorate  of  potash  gargle. 

Quinsy  is  very  liable  to  return,  the  patient  expecting  one  or  two  at- 
tacks yearly,  and  as  there  is  so  often  a  diathesis  or  dyscrasia  underlying 
the  quinsy,  each  case  will  bear  constitutional  care  and  treatment 


DEFECTIVE  EYESIGHT  IN  CHILDREN. 

Defective  eyesight  in  children  is  a  matter  attracting  much  atten- 
tion at  the  present  time,  The  subject  has  been  more  or  less  forced 
upon  the  notice  of  the  general  public  owing  to  its  increase.  The  ques- 
tion of  sight  affects  directly  or  indirectly  every  one.  Through  school 
and  college  course,  in  the  choice  of  a  profession  or  trade,  to  both  sexes, 
and  in  whatever  sphere  of  life,  vision  is  of  paramount  importance. 

That  eyesight  is  degenerating  is  universally  acknowledged,  and  as 
a  matter  of  course,  the  eyes  of  children  share  in  this  degeneration.  It 
is  one  of  the  conditions  inseparable  from  our  advanced  state  of  civiliz- 
ation, and  that  this  is  so  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  eyesight  of  those 
leading  a  primitive  life  or  of  those  who  have  only  been  receiving  the 
benefits  of  education  and  progress  for  a  few  generations  has  suffered 
little  or  no  injury.  The  intellectual  activity  of  a  people  may  be  fairly 
gauged  by  its  eyesight,  the  higher  the  brain  development  the  worse 
the  power  of  sight,  and  vice  versa.  A  nation  of  students  and  book- 
worms, as  the  Germans,  show  an  enormous  percentage  of  sufferers 
from  myopia,  while  on  the  other  hand,  races  existing  in  a  more  arca- 
dian state,  despite  their  bad  sanitary  conditions,  supply  but  a  very 
small  percentage  of  such  cases.  Statistics  bearing  upon  this  matter 
are,  as  they  are  prone  to  be  always,  somewhat  variable  and  conflicting. 
Dr.  William  Curhart  found,  upon  examination  of  1000  American  school 
children,  48.5  per  cent,  astigmatic,  44  per  cent,  hypermetropic,  and 
3. 5  per  cent  myopia 

Dr.  Frank  Allport  gives  the  average  of  myopics  attending  the  pub- 
lic schools  in  the  United  States  at  30  per  cent,  while  the  examination 
undertaken  about  a  year  ago  of  8000  children  attending  the  elemen- 
tary schools  in  London  revealed  the  fact  that  out  of  this  number  but 
39.5  per  cent  possessed  normal  sight ;  slight  and  moderate  degrees 
of  hypermetropia  were  found  to  be  the  most  common  defects,  and  my- 
opia was  comparatively  rare. 

The  point  of  most  interest  in  these  examinations  was  the  large  num- 
ber of  children  who  possessed  only  subnormal  vision.  From  statistics, 
although  not  agreeing  in  all  details,  sufficient  information  may  be  ob- 
tained to  emphasize  the  fact  that  in  all  civilized  countries  the  number 
of  children  with  defective  eye  sight  is  a  very  large  one.  The  present 
race  are  not  the  only  sufferers,  but  these  defects  are  handed  down  to 
future  generations  with  what  ultimate  disastrous  results  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  foretell. 
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Many  of  the  causes  of,  or  aggravating  evils  to,  defective  vision  in 
children  are  not  far  to  seek  They  are :  badly  lighted,  unsanitary 
rooms,  very  small  print,  uncomfortable  seats,  faulty  position,  too  long 
hours  of  study.  All  these  details  should  be  looked  into,  and  the  chil- 
dren's condition  during  school  hours  be  rendered  as  perfect  from  a 
health  and  comfort  point  of  view  as  possible. 

The  difficulty  then  occurs,  how  is  defective  vision  to  be  detected, 
for  the  early  correction  of  the  refractive  error,  and  especially  of  the 
astigmatic  element,  is  of  great  preventive  value.  The  plan  proposed 
by  the  Germans,  that  there  should  be  district  medical  men  who  should 
yearly  examine  and  report  on  the  state  of  the  scholars'  vision,  must 
be  put  aside  as  too  expensive.  Dr.  Allport's  method  of  training  school 
principals,  and  rendering  them  competant  to  detect  and  notify  cases, 
is  worthy  of  consideration. 

There  are  countless  numbers  of  little  ones  whose  eyes  are  quite  un- 
fit for  the  close  work  they  have  to  do,  and  are  compelled  to  get  through 
their  daily  routine  in  the  best  way  they  can,  and  any  plan  that  can  be 
devised  to  remedy  this  evil  will  be  welcomed. — Editorial,  Pediatries. 

[MUNDY.] 

Indications  fob  Mastoid  Operations  in  Acute  Purulent  Otitis 
Media. — Dr.  Knapp  (Arch,  of  Otology)  concludes  from  his  observa- 
tions that :  1.  There  is  in  acute  otitis  media  no  symptom  which  by 
itself  constitutes  a  sufficient  indication  for  mastoid  operation.  Nor  is 
there  any  one  symptom  which  contradicts  it,  with  the  exception,  per. 
haps,  of  deep  coma.  The  most  important  symptoms  are  local  pain, 
spontaneous  and  on  pressure,  headache,  rise  or  fall  of  temperature, 
dizziness,  nausea,  vomiting,  stupor,  aphasia,  hemianopsia,  optic  neu- 
ritis, paralysis,  and  coma.  Chocked  disc  from  otitic  brain  disease 
may  disappear  with  either  operative  or  spontaneous  recovery  of  the 
patient.  2.  The  indication  for  operating  is  derived  from  the  ensemble 
of  the  symptoms  and  the  course  of  the  disease.  3.  Even  if  the  pa- 
tient does  well  and  seems  cured,  he  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  for 
weeks  or  months,  for  acute  purulent  mastoiditis  is  a  treacherous  dis- 
ease. 4.  Whatever  the  symptoms  be,  we  should,  as  a  rule,  begin  the 
operation  by  opening  the  antrum,  and  then  be  guided  by  the  condi- 
tions coming  into  view.— Medical  Becord. 


Granular  Conjunctivitis.  (Paris  Cor.  Med.  Press  and  Circular.) 
At  the  Quinze-Vingt  Hospital,  M.  Trousseau  considers  that  the  appli- 
cation of  tincture  of  iodine  is  the  best  treatment  for  granular  conjunc- 
tivitis. He  uses  a  solution  of  the  tincture  and  glycerine  in  equal  parts, 
and  paints  the  inflamed  parts  with  it  once  a  day  or  once  every  two 
days  according  to  the  degree  of  irritation.  The  conjunctiva  under  the 
influence  of  this  treatment  becomes  smooth  and  presents  a  varnished 
aspect     The  pannus  also  disappears  quickly. 
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Ichthtol  in  Affection  of  the  Eyes. — Dr.  Germani  (Qazetta  degli 
Ospedli)  finds  that  lanolin  mixed  with  from  ten  to  fifteen  per  cent  of 
its  weight  of  icthyol  is  very  efficacious  in  ciliary  blepharitis,  curing  it 
when  the  ordinary  yellow  ointment  has  failed.  Collyria,  containing 
from  one  to  three  per  cent  of  ichthyol,  is  very  useful  in  phlyctenular 
conjunctivitis  and  in  similar  catarrhal  ophthalmia.  Ichthyol  is  well 
borne,  soon  eases  the  pain,  and  hastens  the  cure. — Medical  Record. 


Turbinotomy.  Removal  of  the  Turbinated  Bone  for  Nasal  Catarrh 
and  Ear  Trouble.  (Laryngoscope.) — Ewing  served  six  months  as  an 
assistant  to  Dr.  Cornwall  Jones,  at  the  Central  (London)  Throat,  Nose 
and  Ear  Hospital.  Dr.  Jones  is  the  great  advocate  of  the  operation. 
Dr.  Ewing  says :  "  In  their  pursuit  of  'the  bubble  reputation' it  is  a 
fact  that  consciencious  physicians,  when  they  discover  or  invent,  are 
often  led  to  magnify  the  value  of  their  contributions.  AVhen  I  cite 
Mr.  Jones  and  his  spokeshave  as  an  illustratiQn  of  zeal  carried  beyond 
reason,  I  do  so  conscious  of  his  services  to  rhinology,  and  mindful  of 
his  personal  excellence."  Turbinotomy  for  rhinitis  is  brutal;  upon 
children  it  should  be  classed  as  malpractice. 


Red  Nose. — Lassar.  He  recommends  scarification  after  various 
methods  of  exfoliation  have  failed.  Fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent,  resor- 
sin  paste  is  his  favorite  agent  for  producing  the  exfoliation.  A  supe- 
rior method  for  scarification  is  acupuncture,  done  with  forty  points 
mounted  on  a  solid  disc  one  centimeter  in  diameter,  worked  by  an 
electric  motor  stamping  machine,  like  that  used  in  filling  teeth.  This 
method  leaves  only  fine  scars,  and  thousands  of  pricks  very  light  and 
of  desired  depth  can  be  made  in  a  few  moments.  Consecutive  treat- 
ment is  rarely  necessary. 


Onus  Purulent. — McLauren.  This  condition  calls  for  preventive 
surgery.  Not  every  case  of  suppurating  ears  should  be  operated  on, 
for  many  are  amenable  to  treatment,  but  every  one  who  has  a  chronic 
suppurative  otitis  media,  which  resists  treatment,  is  in  deadly  peril, 
and  should  be  subjected  to  a  mastoid  operation.  Not  to  restore  hear- 
ing or  for  curing  the  local  inflammation,  but  for  the  sake  of  averting 
the  danger  threatening  the  person's  life. 

Facial  Paralysis. — Lannois.  Facial  paralysis  usually  attributed 
to  cold  is  frequently  caused  by  mild  otitis  media.  This  otitis  is  due 
to  a  pharyngo  rhinitis.  The  aural  origin  of  facial  paralysis  accounts 
for  a  number  of  symptoms  not  otherwise  easily  explained— pain,  etc. 
The  prognostic  significance  of  this  etiological  fact  is  very  great,  for 
usually  facial  paralysis  of  aural  origin  is  readily  cured. 

Pterygium.  (An.  of  Oph.  and  Otol.) — Coe  touches  the  apex  of  the 
growth  with  a  platinum  probe  heated  to  redness.  This  causes  the 
vessels  of  the  mass  to  shrivel  up  and  disappear. 
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PERISCOPE. 


OSTEOPATHY-WH AT  15  IT? 

The  latest  aspirant  for  fame  in  the  broad  and  well  trodden  field 
of  quackery  is  Osteopathy.  Now  that  this  noble  science  and  art  is 
attracting  a  good  deal  of  unfavorable  notoriety  in  the  West,  one  nat- 
urally wonders  what  osteopathy  is  anyhow.  Here  we  have  all  about 
it,  in  the  last  issue  of  theJournal  of  Osteopathy,  defined  etymologi- 
cal ly,  legally,  historically,  and  technically  by  the  "discoverer"  and 
great  high  priest  of  osteopathy,  Dr.  A.  T.  Still,  of  Kirksville,  Mo. 

"Osteopathy,  [from]  osteon,  a  bone,  and  pathos,  suffering. 

"Legal:    A  system,  method,  or  science  of  healing. 

"Historical:  Osteopathy  was  discovered  by  Dr.  A.  T.  Still,  of 
Baldwin,  Kan.,  1874.  Dr.  Still  reasoned  that  <a  natural  flow  of  blood 
is  health ;  and  disease  is  the  effect  of  local  or  general  disturbance  of 
blood — that  to  excite  the  nerves  causes  muscles  to  contract  and  com- 
press venous  flow  of  blood  to  the  heart ;  and  the  bones  could  be  used 
as  levers  to  relieve  pressure  on  nerves,  veins,  and  arteries. 

"Technical:  Osteopathy  is  that  science  which  consists  of  such  ex- 
act, exhaustive,  and  verifiable  knowledge  of  the  structure  and  func- 
tions of  the  human  mechanism,  anatomical,  physiological,  and  psyco- 
logical,  including  the  chemistry  and  physics  of  its  known  elements, 
as  has  made  discoverable  certain  organic  laws  and  remedial  resources, 
within  the  body  itself,  by  which  nature  under  the  scientific  treatment 
peculiar  to  osteopathic  practice,  apart  from  all  ordinary  methods  of 
extraneous,  artificial,  or  medicinal  stimulation,  and  in  harmonious  ac- 
cord with  its  own  mechanical  principles,  molecular  activities,  and 
metabolic  processes,  may  recover  from  displacements,  disorganiza- 
tions, derangements,  and  consequent  disease,  and  regain  its  norma[ 
equilibrium  of  form  and  function  in  health  and  strength." 

The  Journal  of  Osteopathy  before  us  is  a  unique  publication,  and 
remarkable  chiefly  from  containing  a  complete  portrait  gallery  of  the 
Still  household,  the  various  members  of  which,  male  and  female,  ap- 
parently represent  at  present  the  large  and  important  American  School 
of  Osteopathy.  The  Still-born  School  of  Osteopathy,  of  Kirksville, 
Missouri,  confers  a  degree,  Diplomate  of  Osteopathy  (D.  O.),  upon 
those  who  master  this  intricate  and  remarkable  science,  and  this,  we 
are  informed  by  the  head  of  the  house  of  Still,  is  the  "  technical  and 
official  designation  of  a  graduate  and  practitioner  in  Osteopathy." 

In  short,  osteopathy  is  the  veriest  nonsense  and  quackery  that  has 
disgraced  an  age  already  rich  in  many  species  of  medical  humbug* 
gery.      It  is  a  fit  associate  for  Christian  science  and  orificial  surgery. 

The  so-called  philosophies  upon  which  these  three  miserable  fakes 
base  their  existence  is  words,  words,  words,  full  of  sound  and  fury, 
signifying  nothing.  One  wonders  where  the  boasted  enlightenment 
of  the  Victorian  era  can  be  when  osteopaths,  Christian  scientists,  di- 
vine healers,  faith  curists,  and  other  voodoos  can  find  willing  victims. 
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We  are  pleased  to  see  that  the  Governor  of  Illinois  has  wisely  vetoed 
a  late  bill  which  passed  the  legislature  of  his  State,  which  was  designed 
to  give  a  legal  status  to  the  "osteopathic  school  of  practice ;"  and  it 
is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Governor  of  Missouri  did  not 
have  the  good  sense  to  do  likewise.  Any  encouragement  which  these 
people  receive  from  governors,  legislatures,  or  the  public,  is  a  conces- 
sion to  ignorance  and  quackery. — Atlanta  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


SIMPLE  AND  COMPOUND  FRACTURES. 

Oscar  H.  Allis,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  'Surgeon  to  the  Presby- 
terian Hospital,  read  an  interesting  paper  on  this  subject  before  the 
Philadelphia  Academy  of  Surgery,  which  we  find  in  the  June  number 
of  the  Annals  of  Surgery.     He  says  : 

"All  conceivable  fractures  were  formerly  divided  into  two  general 
classes,  viz.  :  simple  and  compound.  If  the  skin  were  not  broken — or 
if  broken  the  wound  did  not  communicate  with  the  seat  of  fracture — 
the  injury  was  denominated  a  simple  fracture,  in  contradistinction  to 
all  other  fractures  in  which  a  wound  in  the  skin  communicated  with 
the  seat  of  fracture,  and  this  class  was  called  compound. 

"  The  treatment  for  the  simple  fracture  was  to  approximate  the  frag- 
ments, immobilize  them,  control  undue  tendency  to  inflammation, 
and,  finally,  with  repair,  to  re-establish  the  function  of  the  limb. 

"The  treatment  of  compound  fractures  was  to  immediately  convert 
the  compound  into  a  simple  fracture,  and  proceed  as  with  simple  frac- 
tures. Should  there  be  a  protruding  fragment,  which  resisted  all  ef- 
forts at  reduction,  saw  it  off  and  close  the  wound.  Thus,  in  a  few 
crisp,  axiomatic  sentences  the  treatment  of  the  whole  range  of  frac- 
ture injuries  was  placed  within  the  grasp  of  the  student. 

"Let  us  take,  as  an  example,  a  fracture  of  both  bones  of  the  leg. 
There  is  a  small  wound  communicating  with  the  seat  of  the  fracture, 
half  or  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  length.  The  surgeon  of  to-day  cleanses 
the  skin  and  surrounding  parts,  isolates  the  field  of  operation,  freely 
enlarges  the  wound  in  the  skin,  superficial  and  deep  fascias,  until  he 
reaches  the  seat  of  fracture  and  can  inspect  as  well  as  explore  the  re- 
gion of  injury,  If  there  are  fragments  of  bone  he  removes  them,  if 
they  are  likely  to  interfere  with  repair ;  if  there  are  bleeding  vessels 
he  secures  them.  Then,  with  the  best  possible  exposure  of  the  part, 
he  washes  it  with  pure  or  medicated  water  until  he  has  cleansed  it  of 
all  pollution ;  and,  finally,  secures  coaptation,  not  by  the  awkward  and 
unsatisfactory  medium  of  splints,  but  by  direct  co-aptation  by  means 
ofscrews,  wire,  pegs,  or  some  approximating  material.  Then,  without 
even  approximating  the  soft  parts  by  sutures,  or,  if  at  all,  but  loosely, 
the  wound  is  dressed  with  sterile  materials  best  adapted  to  absorb  any 
exudation,  and  the  whole  encased  in  a  plaster  of -Paris  dressing,  and 
swung  from  a  cradle,  or  placed  upon  a  soft  pillow. 

"Result — One  dressing,  and  only  one,  from  first  to  last,  and  with 
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the  removal  of  this,  at  the  expiration  of  six  to  eight  weeks,  the  woun  d 
has  closed,  the  bones  have  united,  and  the  patient  well.  No  great  er 
triumph  for  modern  surgery ! 

"Contrast  such  a  case  with  the  not  infrequent  result  of  a  compound 
fracture  of  former  days.  Though  the  wound  healed  promptly,  swell- 
ing soon  began  to  extend  from  ankle  to  knee,  pus  dissected  its  way 
through  all  the  parts  until,  finally,  an  opening  was  made  either  spon- 
taneously or  by  the  surgeon,  and  a  pint  of  pus  found  exit  Then  fol- 
lowed a  long  term  of  healing,  the  wasted  muscles,  the  necrosed  bone, 
with  often,  as  a  final  result,  the  amputation  of  the  limb  as  the  best 
possible  compromise.  I  am  sure  I  voice  the  sentiment  of  modern  sur- 
geons when  I  say  that  more  pus  was  seen  in  a  single  case  of  compound 
fracture  a  score  of  years  ago  than  to  day  one  would  see  in  a  hundred 
consecutive  cases  of  fractures  treated  by  thorough  open  measures. 

"Now  let  me  take  a  similar  injury  to  the  leg,  both  bones  broken, 
but  the  skin  intact  What  is  the  condition?  It  differs  from  the  for- 
mer in  but  one  respect,  viz.,  it  is  not  directly  infected.  In  every  other 
respect  they  are  identical  The  same  laceration  of  periosteum,  deep 
and  superficial  fasciae,  the  same  outpouring  of  blood  between  the  frag- 
ments and  muscles,  the  same  displacement  of  bone  fragments,  and 
the  question  arises :  How  shall  we  proceed?  I  answer  in  precisely 
the  same  way  as  if  the  skin  was  broken.  Open  up  the  part  with  a  free 
incision,  carefully  divide  the  deep  fascia  to  the  full  extent  of  the  seat 
of  fracture,  or  better,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  external  wound ;  then 
cleanse  the  wound  of  clots,  ligate  the  bleeding  vessels,  repair  injured 
nerves,  wire  or  directly  immobilize  the  fragments,  dress  without  sutur- 
ing, and  encase  in  plaster  as  before. 

"I  must  not  be  understood  as  saying  that  I  would  resort  to  open 
measures  in  all  simple — i.  e.y  closed — fractures.  Such  an  impression 
would  be  very  foreign  to  my  honest  convictions  as  well  as  to  sound 
surgical  practice.  What  I  would  urge  is  that  very  rmany  so-called 
simple  fractures  are  as  grave  as  the  more  dreaded  compound  fractures, 
and  cannot  possibly  be  scientifically  treated  by  any  than  open  meas- 
ures. Open  measures  are  often  unnecessary,  would  often  be  injudi- 
cious, and  yet  I  claim  that  they  are  the  only  measures  that  are  enti- 
tled to  the  term  scientific." 


REMEDIES  IN  MEASLES. 

Aconite. — Aconite  is  one  of  the  first  remedies  for  measles,  that  is, 
while  the  case  is  presumed  to  be  one  of  measles,  and  such  symptoms 
as  fever,  restlessness,  photophobia,  coryza,  sneezing,  and  ahard,croupy 
cough,  are  present. 

It  is  somewhat  questionable  whether  aconite  will  ever  be  strictly  in- 
dicated in  any  disease  depending  on  a  poisoned  or  infected  condition 
of  the  blood,  since  in  its  pathogenesis  it  does  not  show  any  evidences 
of  such  conditions ;  however,  it  may  be  indicated  in  catarrhal  irrita- 
tion, sneezing,  etc.,  before  the  case  can  be  fully  determined  to  be  that 
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of  measles.  In  catarrhal  conditions,  aconite  ceases  to  be  of  use  after 
exudation  has  taken  place,  and  so  in  measles ;  it  would  cease  to  be  of 
use  after  the  eruption  appears,  and  the  disease  is  diagnosticated  as 
measles. 

Gelsemium. — Gelsemium  is,  on  the  whole,  a  more  useful  remedy  in 
commencing  measles  than  aconite;  that  is,  it  is  of tener  indicated. 
There  is  much  chilliness,  the  fever  is  a  prominent  symptom,  the  child 
is  dumpish,  apathetic,  does  not  want  to  be  disturbed  ;  there  is  a  watery 
coryza  which  excoriates  the  upper  lip  and  nose,  and  there  is  a  harsh, 
barking,  croupy  cough  with  chest  soreness  and  hoarseness. 

Gelsemium,  too,  has  an  action  on  the  skin,  and  may  be  continued 
with  benefit  after  the  eruption  has  appeared.  There  is  an  itching  and 
redness  of  skin,  and  a  decidedly  measly  eruption  produced  by  it. 

It  has  some  aching  of  the  limbs,  and  may  be  compared  with  dulca- 
mara, but  hardly  ever  be  mistaken  for  that  remedy.  Gelsemium  has 
more  coryza,  dulcamara  more  aching.  Both  may  be  useful  in  unde- 
veloped eruption,  gelsemium  when  there  is  pain  at  the  base  of  the 
brain,  high  fever,  and  passive  brain  symptoms ;  dulcamara  when  oc- 
curring from  damp,  cold  air,  rainy  weather,  or  sudden  changes. 

Belladonna  may  be  indicated  in  measles  when  sore  throat  is  present 
and  the  cerebral  excitement  indicating  that  remedy,  together  with 
moisture  and  heat,  but  it  corresponds  more  closely  to  scarlet  fever. 

Euphrasia. — When  the  catarrhal  symptoms  greatly  predominate 
euphrasia  may  be  used.  Acrid  tears  stream  out  of  the  eyes,  with  a 
red  and  swollen  conjunctiva.  The  cough  is  dry  and  very  hoarse,  and 
there  is  an  intense  throbbing  headache  which  is  relieved  on  appear- 
ance of  the  eruption. 

Pulsatilla. — A  little  later  in  the  disease  Pulsatilla  symptoms  may 
make  their  appearance.  The  fever  has  subsided  or  entirely  disap- 
peared. There  are  coryza  and  profuse  lachrymation.  The  cough  is 
still  dry  at  night,  but  loosens  a  little  in  the  day  time.  The  child  sits 
up  to  cough.  There  is  much  predisposition  to  earache  and  sometimes 
sickness  at  the  stomach.  The  eyes  agglutinate  and  the  discharge  is 
purulent. 

Arsenicum. — In  measles  which  do  not  run  a  favorable  course,  in 
malignant  types,  or  black,  or  hemorrhagic  measles,  we  have  two  or 
three  important  remedies.  The  first  of  these  is  arsenicum.  There 
will  be  sinking  of  strength,  diarrhoea,  delirium,  restlessness  and  de- 
bility, petechise,  and  general  typhoid  symptoms.  The  stools  are  par- 
ticularly offensive  and  exhausting.  Arsenicum  may  save  the  patient 
in  these  conditions. 

Stramonium. — When  the  eruption  does  not  come  out  properly,  or 
when  it  disappears  suddenly  and  grave  symptoms  appear,  there  are  a 
few  remedies  which  play  a  most  important  part  Stramonium  is  one 
of  these.  In  a  case  calling  for  it  you  will  find  these  symptoms :  Non- 
appearance of  the  rash,  the  child  is  hot,  restless,  and  on  falling  asleep 
vol.  lvil— 34 
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cries  out  as  if  frightened ;  there  are  convulsive  movements,  and  the 
face  is  red. 

Bryonia  is  useful  when  chest  symptoms  appear  on  a  retardation  or  a 
recession  of  the  eruption.  Too  slow  development  of  eruption,  with 
chest  symptoms,  calls  for  it 

Bryonia. — This  remedy  comes  in  well  when  the  rash  appears  late, 
or  runs  an  irregular  course,  and  when  inflammatory  diseases  of  the 
chest  accompany.  The  cough  is  dry  and  painful,  there  is  soreness 
of  the  limbs  and  body,  stitches  in  the  chest,  etc. 

For  the  chest  complications  a  number  of  remedies  may  come  into 
use.  Sticta,  if  there  be  an  incessant  dry  and  spasmodic  cough,  worse 
when  lying  down  and  at  night ;  it  is  a  teasing  titillating  cough ;  phos- 
phorus with  its  dry,  exhausting  cough  with  oppressed  breathing ;  ru- 
mex  with  its  short  tickling  bronchial  cough,  worse  from  cold  air ;  and 
drosera  with  its  whooping-cough  like  cough,  may  all  be  indicated  in 
measles.  But  it  will  be  scarcely  necessary  to  go  outside  of  the  fore- 
going individualized  remedies. — W.  A.  Dewey,  M.  D.,  in  Medical 
Century. 

m 
WHOOPING    COUQM. 

Treatment. — While  I  do  not  believe  in  routine  treatment  for  any 
particular  disease,  it  is  with  candor  that  I  say  that  the  two  most  effi- 
cacious remedies  that  I  have  found  in  the  treatment  of  whooping-cough 
are  drosera  and  corallium  rubrum.  Times  without  number  have  I 
seen  drosera  cure  the  disease  m  from  ten  days  to  two  weeks.  Coral- 
lium rubrum  has  also  been  a  very  faithful  friend,  and  has  cured  many 
of  these  cases  where  the  paroxysms  of  coughing  are  decidedly  worse 
at  night,  the  child  often  going  through  the  day  without  an  attack  of 
the  convulsive  paroxysm ;  the  differentiation  in  drosera  being  that  the 
cough  is  more  paroxysmal  and  frequent  in  the  day  time.  Often  these 
paroxysms  will  follow  each  other  so  frequently  that  the  child  can  not 
get  its  breath. 

In  drosera  there  is  rather  more  of  the  retching  and  vomiting  of  the 
ingesta,  while  the  vomiting  that  follows  corallium  is  of  a  tough,  glairy 
mucus. 

Among  other  remedies  which  I  have  found  to  be  of  great  service 
are  belladonna,  with  its  characteristic  of  spasmodic  coughing,  caus- 
ing the  patient  to  cry ;  flushed  face ;  congestion  of  the  head ;  nose- 
bleed ;  rough,  hollow  cough ;  dryness  of  the  larynx ;  dry,  spasmodic 
cough,  worse  at  night ;  tenderness  of  the  throat ;  slightest  motion 
causing  paroxysms  of  the  cough,  with  hurried  and  labored  breathing. 

Cuprum  metallicum  has  paroxysms  which  are  violent  and  long-last- 
ing ;  face  and  lips  almost  black  after  long  paroxysms  of  coughing,  re- 
maining so  for  some  time :  putrid  mucus,  raised  especially  in  the 
morning,  often  tinged  with  blood. 

Gelsemium,  soreness  of  the  chest  when  coughing ;  heavy  and  labored 
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respiration;  hoarseness;  great  dryness  of  throat;  severe  convulsive 
cough. 

Hyoscyamus,  severe  cough,  causing  a  condition  of  hysteria ;  the  pa- 
tient thinks  he  will  strangle ;  constriction  of  the  throat,  causing  diffi- 
culty in  swallowing ;  face  bloated. 

Ipecac,  persistent  vomiting,  can  retain  no  food ;  rattling  in  the  chest ; 
nose  bleed ;  cough  worse  at  night ;  body  rigid  during  cough ;  aversion 
to  food. 

Helleborous  niger,  brain  and  cerebral  complications ;  child  throws 
the  head  back  and  body  becomes  rigid ;  unconscious ;  effusions  of 
water  upon  the  brain ;  convulsive  motions  of  left  arm  and  leg ;  con- 
tracted pupils,  with  deep  seated  brain  trouble. 

In  the  complications  of  marasmus  I  have  found  china  of  great  value, 
as  well  as  arsenicum. — W.  H.  Hanchett,  M.  D.,  in  Medical  Century. 


GESTURE  AS  INDICATING  THE  NATURE  OF  DISEASE. 

" The  gestures  or  other  characteristic  movements  of  the  limbs 
made  by  persons  suffering  from  disease  are,  we  are  told  by  the  Na- 
tional Board  of  Health  Magazine,  very  valuable  as  aids  to  the  phy- 
sician in  finding  out  the  nature  of  disease.    Says  the  writer : 

"When  you  ask  a  patient  to  locate  his  pain,  he  does  so  by  a  move- 
ment of  one  or  both  his  hands.  The  gesture,  however,  not  only  indi- 
cates its  seat,  but  describes  its  character  and  distribution.  This  is  an 
all*  important  point  If  the  pain  is  widely  distributed  over  the  whole 
chest,  the  patient  locates  it  with  a  circular  rubbing  motion  of  the  palm 
of  the  hands,  indicating  diffused  soreness. 

*  The  pain  of  a  serous  inflammation,  on  the  other  hand,  is  described 
by  first  drawing  the  hand  away  from  the  body  and  then,  with  the  fin- 
gers close  together,  or  with  the  index  finger  extended  and  the  others 
flexed,  cautiously  approaching  the  seat  of  the  inflammation. 

In  appendicitis  the  patient  does  not  touch  the  skin  at  all  when  he  is 
asked  to  locate  the  pain.  He  simply  holds  the  palm  of  the  hand  over 
the  diseased  area.  With  very  violent  abdominal  pains,  which  are  not 
inflammatory,  the  patient  slaps  himself  vigorously  across  the  abdo- 
men on  being  asked  to  indicate  the  location  of  his  trouble. 

If  a  child  refers  a  persistent  pain  to  the  stomach,  and  there  is  no 
tenderness  on  pressure,  disease  of  the  spine  is  indicated. 

In  hip- joint  disease  the  pain  will  be  referred  to  a  point  inside  the 
knee.  With  terrific  diffused  pain  in  the  leg,  not  due  to  an  inflamma- 
tion, the  patient  grasps  the  leg  firmly.  If  it  is  a  darting  or  lancinat- 
ing pain,  he  will  indicate  it  with  one  finger. 

In  the  pain  caused  by  the  descent  of  renal  calculi  and  gall  stones, 
he  follows  their  course  with  the  top  of  the  thumb  or  index  finger. 

The  pain  of  hepatic  neuralgia  or  shingles  is  indicated  with  the  fin- 
ger or  thumb.  In  joint  pains  the  patient  approaches  the  seat  of  trouble 
very  cautiously,  with  the  hand  spread  flat 
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The  degenerative  pain  of  locomotor  ataxia  is  described  by  grasping 
the  affected  area  firmly,  indicating  a  band  like  pain.  Or.  if  the  pain 
is  sharp  and  lightning  like  in  the  leg  the  pain  gesture  is  perfectly  de- 
scriptive, an  energetic  downward  movement,  at  the  same  time  twist- 
ing the  hand  as  if  manipulating  a  cork-screw. 

A  patient  will  indicate  the  seat  of  a  severe  syphilitic  headache  by 
hammering  with  the  tips  of  his  fingers.  A  patient  complained  of  a 
severe  headache.  In  what  part  of  the  head  is  it?  was  asked.  The 
vertex,' '  he  replied.  On  being  asked  to  indicate  the  exact  spot,  he 
placed  his  finger  on  the  parietal  eminence.  This  he  did  three  times 
in  succession,  claiming  to  feel  the  pain  exactly  on  top.  On  examin- 
ing the  mouth  a  defective  tooth  was  found.  As  soon  as  it  was  removed 
the  pain  disappeared.— Literary  Digest  [Mcndt.] 


PHYSICIANS'  BILLS. 

After  attendance  on  a  given  case  extending  over  weeks  and  perhaps 
months ;  after  many  days  of  worry,  anxiety,  loss  of  sleep,  and  inter- 
ference with  other  professional  and  well-paying  engagements,  the 
physician  sends  in  his  bill  Then,  in  far  too  many  instances,  are 
heard  expressions  of  surprise  at  the  charges  made  by  the  physician. 
In  others,  although  there  is  manifested  a  willingness  to  pay  the  bill, 
the  doctor  is  asked  to  reduce  it,  twenty-five  to  fifty  per  cent.  As  an 
inducement  the  tired,  discouraged,  and  disheartened  doctor  is  offered 
cash  for  a  receipted  bill  Unless  the  physician  is  financially  well  to 
do  he  accepts  the  cash,  and  gives  his  receipt  for  double  the  amount 
he  receives.  This  is  considered  a  shrewd  piece  of  business  by  the 
man  who  pays  the  bill,  and  it  is,  looking  at  it  from  a  strictly  business 
standpoint,  but  it  is  at  the  same  time  unjust,  unfair,  and  shows  that 
gratitude  is  a  scarce  article  in  most  sections  of  the  country.  In  other 
instances  the  bill  of  the  physician  who  has  given  his  time  and  those 
valuable  qualities  that  have  made  him  successful  in  his  profession, 
in  conquering  disease,  is  disputed.  The  first  step  in  this  direction  is 
to  express  surprise  at  the  amount  of  the  bill,  and  secondly  to  call  for 
the  items.  Loss  of  rest  and  sleep,  unavoidable  delays  in  giving  nec- 
essary treatment  cuts  no  figure  with  a  rich  merchant  or  banker  bent 
upon  bringing  about  a  reduction  in  his  doctor's  bill. 

The  first  thing  for  a  physician  to  do  is  to  become  proficient  in  his 
profession,  then  to  be  self-confident  and  independent  He  should  ex- 
hibit these  qualities  in  a  gentlemanly  way,  but  he  should  do  it  from 
the  time  he  makes  his  first  call  in  the  morning  until  he  closes  his  eyes 
in  sleep  at  night  He  should  value  his  services,  he  should  charge  for 
them,  and  he  should  get  his  money.  In  every  step  of  his  professional 
life,  he  should  so  act  that  no  one  will  misunderstand  him  and  no  one 
expect  to  get  his  professional  services  without  just  and  proper  com- 
pensation. He  should  have  his  charges  and  make  them  so  plain  that 
no  one  can  mistake  his  meaning  and  expect  to  get  something  for  noth- 
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ing.  There  should  be  a  strong  business  side  to  every  doctor,  and  un- 
less he  has  it,  he  will  fail  to  get  substantial  returns  for  his  daily  work, 
and  be  unjust  to  himself  and  those  dependent  on  him  for  support. — 
Clinical  Reporter* 

SABAL  SERRULATA. 

Hale  doubts  that  sabal,  the  saw  palmetto,  has  any  direct  action 
on  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  prostate.  It  may,  however,  profoundly 
affect  its  nerve  supply,  as  does  corn -silk,  or  hyoscyamus.  Moreover, 
he  believes  that  it  may  act  on  the  glands  of  the  prostate,  as  it  does  on 
those  of  the  throat,  by  actual  contact,  primarily  to  stimulate  and  irri- 
tate in  large  doses,  secondarily  as  a  sedative  in  small  doses.  In  acute 
or  chronic  prostatitis  that  organ  becomes  enlarged,  because  of  the  irri- 
tation of  its  glandular  structure  and  of  the  mucous  or  submucous  tis- 
sue with  which  it  lies  in  contact  Sabal  probably  removes  this  irrita- 
tion and  allows  the  congested  prostate  to  resume  its  normal  size — if 
actual  induration  with  hypertrophy  has  not  obtained,  in  which  case 
he  doubts  if  any  drug  will  cure.  This  view  may  explain  the  success 
which  has  attended  the  use  of  sabal  in  cases  where  the  prostate  is  sup- 
posed to  be  diseased. 

Dr.Mullins,  in  the  remarks  preceding  his  reported  proving,  gives 
the  following  indications :  "  Enlarged  prostate,  with  throbbing,  ach- 
ing, dull  pains,  and  discharge  of  prostatic  juice.  At  times,  discharge 
of  mucus,  also  a  yellowish  fluid.  (The  latter  symptoms  show  its  power 
over  mucus  membranes,  when  cystitis  has  followed  as  a  secondary 
condition  depending  on  an  irritable  and  enlarged  prostate  as  a  primary 
cause). "  This  must  be  largely  theoretical,  based  on  clinical  observa- 
tion, for  we  have  no  record  that  sabal  has  caused  enlarged  prostate  or 
many  of  the  other  8}  mptoms  he  mentions.  Nor  has  it  caused  orchitis, 
orchalgia,  impotency,  etc.,  from  enlarged  prostate. — The  American 
Homceopathist. 

Potassium  Permanganate  in  Opium  Poisoning 

Dr.  William  Ovid  Moor  points  out  that  atropine,  cocaine,  vera- 
trum,  pilocarpine,  aconitine,  caffeine,  hyocy amine,  hyoscineand  phos- 
phorus treated  by  permanganate  solution  give  rise  to  no  re  action. 

Entirely  otherwise  is  it  with  opium  and  its  alkaloid  morphina  Af- 
ter reporting  his  personal  experience  of  antagonizing  one- half  grain  of 
morphine  by  seven  grains  of  the  permanganate  in  eight  ounces  of  wa- 
ter taken  immediately  after,  he  advises  the  use  of  this  antidote,  sub- 
cutaneous^ in  from  one  half  to  one  per  cent  solution,  in  severe  cases 
of  ether  and  chloroform  poisoning :  asphyxia  from  illuminating  gas, 
drunkenness,  laryngeal  obstruction ;  and  in  uraemia,  eclampsia,  and 
similar  cases,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  methods.  More  than  ninety 
cases  of  its  successful  upe  in  opium  poisoning  have  been  reported. 
These  indications  are  offered  :  1.  Internally,  seven  or  eight  grains  in 
diluted  solution  to  antidote  the  opium  or  morphine  in  the  stomach. 
2.  To  neutralize  morphine  which  is  returned  to  the  stomach  from  the 
circulation,  one  grain  in  solution  frequently  repeated.  3.  As  a  physi- 
ological antidote,  subcutaneous  injections  of  one  per  cent,  solution. — 
Therap.  Woch.  [Mdndt.] 
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A  MONUMENT  TO  PROP.  JOHN  KING. 

To  the  paper,  "Monument  to  Prof.  John  King/'  printed  in  our 
book  notices,  nothing  need  be  added.  The  object  is  one  that  will 
honor  Eclecticism  in  its  fulfillment.  Prof.  King's  name  is  cosmopol- 
itan. He  belonged  to  no  section.  He  was  a  typical  American.  Do 
not  be  surprised  to  find  the  names  of  many  physicians  of  other  schools 
and  of  many  pharmacists,  in  the  copy  that  is  to  be  presented  to  Mrs. 
King.  Do  not  be  surprised  to  find  also  the  names  of  many  who  know 
of  his  work  and  do  not  belong  to  either  medicine  or  pharmacy. 

We  believe  Prof.  Lloyd  has  made  one  mistake.  He  should  adver- 
tise this  souvenir  edition  generally.  Hundreds,  perhaps  thousands, 
of  book  lovers  will  scold  him  for  not  offering  this  exquisite  book  in 
public.  The  record  of  Etidorhpa  demonstrates  the  correctness  of  ibis 
view.  We  have  read  the  story.  It  is  a  literary  gem.  We  know  the 
style  and  artistic  make-up  in  which  the  publishers  are  setting  it  We 
predict  that  Prof.  Lloyd  is  laying  up  trouble  for  himself  in  placing 
this  book  only  before  the  friends  of  Prof.  King.  He  has  been  driven 
to  publish  the  story  by  those  who  heard  him  read  it  in  public  in  Cin- 
cinnati These  same  people  and  hundreds  of  others  in  love  with  Eti- 
dorhpa, will  make  themselves  heard  from  when  it  becomes  noised 
abroad  that  an  author's  edition  of  this  new  book  by  the  'Author  of 
Etidorhpa"  has  been  placed  exclusively  before  the  friends  of  our  loved 
Prof.  King.  Since  it  is  not  possible  for  Prof.  Lloyd  to  find  even- 
friend  of  a  man  whose  reputation  extends  over  the  world,  and  whose 
name  has  been  known  for  half  a  century,  we  urge  Eclectics  generally 
to  make  an  effort  to  apprise  others  of  this  movement,  and  to  forward 
subscriptions  immediately.  As  we  look  at  it,  Prof.  Lloyd  simply  de- 
votes to  this  laudable  purpose  the  returns  that  might  be  used  person- 
ally by  himself.  John  Kino  Scuddeb. 


EDITORIAL.  511 

WHERE    ARE    WE  * 

We  sometimes  hear  it  remarked  that  "the  Eclectic  school,  having 
accomplished  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  organized,  might  as  well 
disband.  The  abuses  of  antimony,  mercury,  venesection  and  vesica- 
tion have  about  disappeared,  and  no  separate  organization  is  needed 
to  select  the  best  from  other  schools." 

Observations,  such  as  the  above,  are  based  upon  an  erroneous  con- 
ception of  Eclecticism.  Eclecticism  was  not  founded  for  the  purpose 
of  tearing  down  other  schools  of  medicine,  nor  to  purloin  their  pearls 
of  practice.  The  resolution  of  May  90,  1830,  was,  <4That  it  be  deemed 
expedient  to  establish  a  school  for  the  purpose  of  dispensing  a  scien- 
tific knowledge  of  botanic  medicina  "  There  is  nothing  in  this  derog- 
atory to  any  school  of  medicine — nothing  about  selecting  the  best  from 
any  school  of  medicine. 

If  the  Eclectic  school  can  offer  no  better  reason  for  existence  than  a 
capacity  to  grumble  at,  criticise,  condemn,  and  find  fault  with  other 
schools,  it  had  better  disband.  Arguments  based  alone  upon  the 
claim  that  we  select  the  best  from  other  schools  do  us  no  credit  Are 
we  but  fungi  absorbing  from  others  that  upon  which  we  live? 

No.  Eclecticism  is  based  upon  none  of  these  fallacies.  We  have  a 
cause  for  existence — a  real,  living,  active  cause.  It  is  to  give  the 
world  a  system  of  medicine  that  is  specific,  curative,  mild,  and  con- 
servative. We  do  not  need  to  select  either  the  best,  worst,  or  indif- 
ferent from  any  other  school  of  medicina  We  have  better  methods 
and  better  medicine  than  they  ever  had.  How  fallacious  the  idea  that 
our  materia  medica  consists  of  remedies  selected  from  allopathy !  Our 
remedies  are  essentially  Eclectic,  and  not  selected  from  any  other 
school  We  have  our  distinctive  materia  medica,  discovered  and  elab- 
orated solely  by  Eclectic  physicians.  Who  will  for  a  moment  assert 
that  macrotys,  podophyllin,  leptandra,  senecio,  cypripedium,  gelse- 
mium,  lobelia,  and  scores  of  other  drugs,  are  selected  from  the  old- 
school  armamentarium  ?  And  even  the  remedies  which  all  schools  use 
in  common  are  administered  by  us  upon  an  entirely  different  princi- 
ple. Specific  medication,  as  we  practice  it,  is  wholly  and  thoroughly 
Eclectic. 

We  have  something  the  world  needs,  is  waiting  for,  and  is  in  better 
attitude  to  receive  than  ever  before.  We  must  advance — neither  stand 
still  nor  retrograde.  We  must  respect  ourselves ;  we  should  be  proud 
of  our  work  and  our  principles,  and  thus  command  the  respect  of  the 
world.  It  is  sometimes  said  that  all  schools  of  medicine  might  as  well 
combine ;  that  the  differences  between  them  are  trifling.  But  why 
should  we  leave  the  fertile  fields  of  Eclecticism  to  graze  upon  the  bar- 
ren pastures  of  allopathy  ? 

Much  missionary  work  is  needed  by  our  school.  There  are  those 
who  have  never  heard  a  correct  statement  of  the  principles  of  Eclecti- 
cism. Others  have  heard  from  others  as  ignorant  as  themselves,  a 
perverted,  sarcastic  criticism  that  we  use  nothing  but  infusions ;  that 
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we  are  tea  doctors,  unscientific  and  ignorant ;  that  we  use  only  vege- 
table remedies ;  that  we  are  steam  doctors  or  electric  doctors,  and 
many  other  false  and  derogatory  statements,  sometimes  due  to  igno- 
rance, sometimes  to  malice. 

Then,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  some  in  our  ranks  who,  with  a 
successful  practice,  serene  in  the  belief  that  they  have  the  best  theory 
and  practice  in  the  world,  are  content  to  keep  it  to  themselves.  We 
should  not  do  this.  We  must  disseminate  our  principles,  compel  the 
world  to  know  of  the  good  we  can  da  To  do  this  we  need  concerted 
action  in  societies  and  associations.  An  Eclectic  should  not  isolate 
himself,  but  keep  in  touch  with  his  brethren  and  with  the  advances  of 
his  school  He  should  subscribe  for  our  medical  journals,  and  keep 
up  with  the  times,  so  that  he  will  know  the  latest  and  best  in  Eclectic 
medicina  We  want  not  only  to  gain  in  usefulness,  but  to  benefit  the 
community  in  which  we  live,  and  to  teach  our  fellow  practitioners  and 
learn  from  them. 

We  have  in  our  school  the  material  for  grand  and  noble  achieve- 
ments— ability,  energy,  and  capacity — let  us  encourage  and  develop 
it  We  have  the  educational  facilities  and  the  men.  We  are  in  the 
course  of  evolution ;  a  wider  field  of  work  is  opening  before  us.  The 
cause  of  Eclecticism  has  rolled  on  from  its  small  beginning  to  its 
present  position,  and  will  continue  to  grow.  l.  w. 


UTERINE    DISORDERS. 

I.  Acute  Corporeal  Endometritis  — Of  the  various  diseases  pe- 
culiar to  the  female,  which  the  general  practitioner  is  called  upon  to 
treat,  those  affecting  the  uterus,  and  of  an  inflammatory  nature,  are 
probably  the  most  common. 

Inflammation  of  the  uterus  may  be  acute  or  chronic,  circumscribed 
or  general.  The  unqualified  term  metritis  is  used  to  signify  a  gene- 
ral inflammation  of  the  organ.  Inflammation  of  the  mucous  lining  is 
known  as  endometritis;  when  confined  to  that  of  the  body,  corporeal 
endometritis;  or  to  the  neck,  cervical  endometritis.  When  the  exter- 
nal surface  becomes  involved,  affecting  the  peritoneal  covering,  a 
perimetritis  is  developed. 

The  acute  variety  of  inflammation  of  the  inside  of  the  body  of  the 
womb  occurs  sufficiently  often  to  be  frequently  seen  by  every  physi- 
cian ;  though  it  should  be  considered  rare,  as  compared  with  the 
chronic  form,  which  is  one  of  the  most  common  of  the  so  called  female 
complaints,  for  which  relief  and  treatment  are  sought  almost  daily  of 
the  general  run  of  practitioners.  The  acute  variety  is  ofttimes  an 
alarming  and  serious  disease,  requiring  prompt  and  efficient  measures 
to  relieva  It  may  arise  from  menstrual  congestion,  dependent  upon 
the  disturbances  that  follow  suppression  of  the  menses  from  any  cause. 
This  is  the  most  common  cause  of  the  trouble  in  unmarried  women. 
The  disease  is  most  often  found,  however,  in  married  women,  and  in 
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the  majority  of  instances  is  the  result  of  septic  infection  following 
labor  or  a  miscarriage ;  or  it  ma y  develop  after  an  examination  or  ope- 
ration due  to  unclean  hands  or  instruments.  Occasionally  an  acute 
endometritis  may  be  found  of  gonorrhoea]  origin.  As  a  rule,  however, 
when  a  gonorrhoeal  inflammation  exists  it  is  of  the  subacute  or  chronic 
type. 

The  pathology  of  an  acute  inflammation  of  the  endometrium  is  quite 
similar  in  all  respects  to  a  like  inflammatory  condition  in  mucous 
membranes  of  other  parts  of  the  body.  In  the  puerperal  form  there 
will  be  an  elevation  of  temperature,  local  pain,  increased  on  pressure, 
probably  more  or  less  distension  of  the  abdomen,  usually  suppression 
of  the  normal  lochia,  constipation,  heavily,  dirty  coated  tongue,  fre- 
quently a  bad  smelling  discharge,  tendency  to  purulency,  with  the 
addition  of  various  symptoms  clearly  indicating  the  presence  of  con- 
stitutional infection  ;  likewise  pain  in  the  back,  extending  down  the 
thighs,  severe  headache,  and  not  infrequently  a  slight  delirium.  The 
cause  of  the  difficulty  in  the  puerperal  cases  usually  depends  upon  an 
auto- infection,  consequent  upon  the  retention  and  absorption  of  pla- 
cental or  decidual  detritus.  Again,  it  may  depend  upon  an  injury  to 
the  endometrium  attendant  upon  the  expulsion  of  the  ovum  or  foetus, 
or  arise,  as  seems  to  be  evident  in  some  instances  from  a  want  of  com- 
plete involution,  or  a  condition  of  subinvolution.  When  there  is  a 
retention  of  parts  of  the  secundines  there  is  likely  to  be  more  or  less 
hemorrhage,  or  at  least  the  discharge  will  show  an  admixture  of  blood, 
likewise  a  disagreeable  odor. 

The  object  of  treatment  in  this  variety  of  endometritis  should  be  to 
hasten  the  process  of  involution,  re  establish  the  lochia  if  suppressed, 
and  favor  the  evacuation  of  any  pent-up  necrosed  or  putrid  material 
that  may  be  retained.  For  the  first  and  second  conditions,  such  agents 
as  quinine,  ergot,  tincture  cinnamon,  and  Phytolacca,  should  be  re- 
called, as  well  as  potassium  chlorate,  echinacea,  borax,  and  asepsin, 
together  with  antiseptic  douches,  when  symptoms  of  infection  are 
present,  with  bad  smelling  excreta.  In  the  last  condition,  the  treat- 
ment that  will  give  the  best  results  and  insure  speedy  convalescence 
is  the  removal  of  the  offending  material  by  means  of  the  curette,  fol- 
lowed by  antiseptic  swabbings  and  douches,  if  need  be ;  strict  atten- 
tion to  cleanliness,  and  antiseptic  precautions  should  be  observed  in 
all  cases  where  curetting  is  deemed  expedient  The  parts  should  be 
shaved,  and  the  vagina,  instruments,  and  hands  of  the  operator  prop- 
erly sterilized. 

Acute  endometritis  may  also  arise  from  traumatic  causes,  induced 
by  instruments  carried  into  the  womb,  or  intra  uterine  injections,  in 
an  attempt  to  produce  abortion.  Cases  are  occasionally  encountered 
following  undue  exposure — catching  cold.  Again,  it  may  develop 
owing  to  prolonged  or  over  exertion,  as  well  as  excessive  coitus. 

Acute  endometritis  of  nonpuerperal  origin  should  be  treated  by 
advising  absolute  quietude  in  bed,  and  following  carefully  the  specific 
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indications  for  remedies.  The  patient  will  complain  of  the  usual  pains 
already  mentioned,  and  a  marked  rise  of  temperature  will  follow  an 
initial  chill.  There  will  be  an  aggravated  leucorrhceal  discharge. 
The  attention  will  frequently  be  called  to  a  reflex  disturbance  of  the 
bladder,  attended  by  frequent  and  painful  micturition.  The  indicated 
sedative  should  be  associated  with  such  specifics  as  are  especially 
called  for,  among  which  will  be  found  macrotyp,  gelsemium,  bryonia, 
rhus  tox,  Pulsatilla,  echinacea,  etc.,  at  such  times  and  in  such  combi- 
nations as  the  specific  indications  in  each  individual  case  demand. 
Douches  of  hot  water,  plain  or  with  the  addition  of  boracic  acid,  one- 
half  to  one  drachm  to  the  pint,  repeated  morning  and  evening,  will 
aid  in  allaying  the  inflammation.  Constipation  should  be  relieved, 
and  the  bowels  kept  normally  active  by  the  use  of  sulphate  of  mag- 
nesia, or  what  is  often  preferable,  the  effervescent  citrate  of  magnesia. 
Unless  the  patient  is  judicious  in  observing  care,  as  well  as  early 
and  continuous  treatment,  there  is  likelihood  of  the  inflammation  ex- 
tending to  the  tubes  and  ovaries.  Consequently,  perfect  rest  and 
quiet  should  be  enjoined,  as  well  as  care  and  watchfulness  on  the  part 
of  the  physician  that  the  convalescence  and  recovery  may  be  uninter- 
rupted, and  not  followed  by  any  of  the  unpleasant  sequelas  or  after 
complaints  that  are  usually  owing  to  a  hasty  getting  up  and  careless- 
ness at  such  time.  b.  c.  w. 


ERIOERON. 

Our  experience  with  this  remedy  is  based  upon  the  oiL  This  is 
a  yellow,  volatile,  peculiar-tasting  substance,  very  much  like  turpen- 
tine. It  is  used  principally  for  its  astringent  qualities,  and  is  highly 
commended  for  these  by  physicians  of  all  schools.  It  is  the  remedy 
when  the  indications  point  to  both  a  tonic  and  an  astringent — in  so- 
called  passive  hemorrhage,  it  is  unrivalled  even  by  tannic  or  gallic 
acid.  The  dose  of  the  oil  is  from  five  to  fifteen  or  twenty  drops  in  a 
capsule  or  upon  sugar,  or  it  may  be  administered  in  an  alcoholic  so- 
lution. 

In  practice  the  oil  of  erigeron  is  not  our  first  choice  as  a  remedy  in 
the  general  treatment  of  passive  hemorrhage.  For  some  years  we  have 
depended  absolutely  upon  very  small  doses  of  specific  aconite  and  ipe- 
cac, and  we  have  no  reason  to  seek  other  remedies,  as  these  have  never 
disappointed  us.  However,  should  we  meet  a  case  of  hemorrhage  :n 
which  the  flow  of  blood  was  so  profuse  that  little  absorption  was  tak- 
ing place  in  the  alimentary  tract,  and  there  was  a  demand  for  imme- 
diate cessation  of  the  hemorrhage,  erigeron  would  be  the  remedy.  It 
is  not  the  equal  of  ergot  in  post-partum  hemorrhage,  and  perhaps  in 
some  other  special  cases  we  might  name  superior  remedies ;  but  in 
slow  bleeding  use  erigeron.  Prof.  Hare  has  said,  "Erigeron  is  by  far 
the  best  remedy  we  have  for  uterine  oozing,  or  show."  So  it  is  in 
some  cases  of  menorrhagia,  metrorrhagia,  etc.  In  hematemesis,  and 
in  hemoptysis,  and  in  the  persistent  hemorrhages  from  the  bladder, 
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and  in  the  epistaxis  that  seems  continuous,  oil  of  erigeron  has  no  su- 
perior. In  the  great  gushes  of  blood  that  sometimes  take  place  from 
the  lungs  or  stomach  it  is  the  equal  of  almost  any  other  remedy.  We 
know  of  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  given  in  combination  or  in  al- 
ternation with  ergot  or  other  so-called  astringent  remedies. 

The  specific  medicine  erigeron  has  an  additional  quality.  It  is  tonic, 
astringent  and  diuretic.  Its  field  of  action  is  quite  different.  We  do 
not  recommend  it  so  much  as  a  hemostatic.  Its  chief  characteristic, 
or  its  chief  indication,  is  a  diseased  condition  of  the  mucous  mem- 
branes, in  which  there  is  a  free  discharga  These  qualities  render  it 
an  efficient  remedy  in  diseases  of  the  kidney  and  bladder.  It  deserves 
consideration  and  study  in  the  treatment  of  stubborn  cases  of  vesical 
irritation  or  cystitis,  in  nephritis  and  in  dropsy.  In  many  cases  of 
diabetes  and  albuminuria  there  is  great  promise  in  specific  erigeron. 
It  has  been  highly  recommended  for  the  relief  of  vesical  irritation  that 
accompanies  or  is  due  to  stone  in  the  bladder,  and  in  many  cases  of 
distressing  disuria  in  children  it  acts  quickly  and  permanently. 

It  is  of  great  value  in  bronchial  affections  accompanied  by  free  dis- 
charge, like  severe  cough  with  a  bloody  expectoration.  The  cough  of 
phthisis,  together  with  excessive  expectoration,  are  both  lessened  by 
specific  erigeron.  It  has  been  flatteringly  mentioned  as  a  remedy  in 
the  treatment  of  diarrhea  and  in  leucorrhea.  For  these  purpoees 
the  older  Eclectics  frequently  employed  a  decoction  of  the  herb.  Eri- 
geron has  been  praised  as  a  remedy  in  the  later  or  sub-acute  stages  of 
gonorrhea,  when  there  is  burning,  smarting,  dribbling  urination, pain- 
ful micturition,  and  the  urine  is  quite  offensive  both  as  to  appearance 
and  odor. 

We  recommend  erigeron  to  Journal  readers  with  much  confidence. 
We  would  be  pleased  to  hear  more  frequently  from  physicians,  (favor- 
ably or  unfavorably,  as  circumstances  warrant),  relative  to  their  expe- 
riences with  the  remedies  discussed  in  these  papers.  "One  swallow 
does  not  make  a  summer,"  and  one  man's  opinions  are  worth  compar- 
atively little.  w.  e.  b. 

REST.  * 

We  hear  a  great  deal  in  recent  years  about  the  rest  cure.  Patients 
who  have  been  drugged  for  months  and  years,  often  get  much  relief 
by  throwing  medicine  aside  and  going  to  some  quiet  retreat  away  from 
care  and  doctors,  and  there  find  the  desire  of  their  heart — long  looked 
for  health. 

But  I  am  now  writing  not  for  the  patient,  but  for  the  doctor. 

Of  all  men  in  all  professions  he  is  the  most  overworked.  Ever  since 
the  divine  command,  "Six  days  shalt  thou  labor,  but  on  the  seventh 
day  thou  shalt  rest, "  man  has  set  apart  one  day  in  seven  to  recuperate 
the  wear  and  work  of  the  six  days'  labor,  that  he  might  be  able  to  live 
his  allotted  time  and  accomplish  his  mission,  yet  the  physician  is  com- 
pelled by  the  suffering  of  the  sick  to  work  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  days  in  the  year,  not  counting  the  many  weary  calls  at  night. 
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Now  if  the  doctor  can  not  have  his  seventh  day,  if  he  can  not  have 
his  nights'  rest,  surely  he  should  take  the  time,  two  to  four  weeks, 
leave  the  care  and  worry  of  the  sick-room,  and  go  so  far  away  that 
night-bells  and  telephone  calls  can  not  reach  him,  and  where  he  does 
not  breathe  the  impure  air  of  the  sick,  but  can  eat,  drink,  and  breathe 
and  rest 

While  I  write  these  lines  ,  the  roar  of  the  surf  as  it  beats  the  shore 
of  Lake  Erie,  falls  upon  my  ear ;  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see,  the  white 
caps  madly  chase  each  other  towards  the  shore.  The  breeze  is  charged 
with  ozone,  and  one  gets  an  appetite  that  would  do  credit  to  a  South- 
sea  Islander. 

Pelee  Island  is  about  ten  miles  long  and  four  miles  wide,  surrounded 
by  a  magnificent  beach.  The  bathing  is  superb,  the  fishing  first  class 
and  the  boating  ideal.  As  there  are  only  two  mails  per  week,  the  doc- 
tor is  not  harrassed  by  letters  calling  him  away. 

The  nights  are  cool,  and  with  no  thought  of  night-bells  to  disturb 
one's  slumber,  you  will  sleep  soundly  ten  hours  at  a  stretch. 

A  rest  like  this  will  turn  back  the  wheels  of  time  a  year  in  the  doc- 
tor's life. 

Doctor,  take  a  rest  r.  l.  t. 


A    CORRECTION. 

When  the  newspapers  sent  out  the  report  of  the  last  meeting  of 
the  new  Indiana  Board,  the  types  stated  that  the  "Eclectic  Medical 
College  of  Cincinnati"  had  been  blacklisted.  The  correct  name  of  the 
college  blacklisted  was  "American  Eclectic  Medical  College,"  a  bogus 
institution  which  had  been  in  existence  here  for  some  years,  but  for- 
tunately this  malodorous  diploma  mill  died  of  marasmus  in  1896. 

By  the  simple  dropping  of  the  word  "American,"  and  using  the 
name  "College,"  it  has  been  confused  in  the  minds  ef  some  with  the 
old  "Eclectic  Medical  Institute,"  which  we  are  proud  to  state  is  in 
good  standing  in  every  State. 

Dr.  Curryer,  Secretary  of  the  Board  (himself  a  graduate  of  the 
Institute)  has  had  the  necessary  correction  made  in  the  Indianapolis 
papers.  To  show  the  interest  taken  by  outsiders  in  upholding  the 
reputation  of  the  "Institute,"  we  append  part  of  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Beebe,  one  of  the  Homoeopathic  members  of  the  Ohio  Board. 

Sidney,  O.,  Aug.  10,  1897. 
"In  the  list  they  mentioned  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Cincin- 
nati Of  course  this  means  the  American  Eclectic,  but  as  it  is  pub- 
lished this  is  doing  your  college  a  great  injustice.  I  was  called  to 
Union  City,  Ind.,  one  day  last  week  in  consultation,  and  the  profes- 
sion there  told  me  they  had  a  new  Eclectic  who  had  recently  located 
there.  He  seemed  all  right,  they  all  seem  to  think,  but  his  legal  right 
to  practice  was  only  given  him  because  he  registered  with  the  county 
clerk  under  the  old  law,  and  not  through  his  diploma,  as  it  was  not 
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recognized  by  the  new  law  of  the  State.  I  at  once  informed  them 
of  their  wrong  information,  and  that  your  college  and  his  diploma 
stood  as  high  as  any  in  the  State.  I  called  on  the  young  doctor,  but 
he  was  not  in,  intending  to  inform  him  of  this  unjust  talk,  although 
no  one  was  to  blame  but  the  newspapers.  Would  it  not  be  well  for 
jou  to  correct  this  in  jour  Journal,  and  set  the  matter  right  with  the 
profession  of  Indiana,  who  doubtless  have  the  same  impression — at 
least  others  than  the  Eclectics  of  the  State.     Yours,     H.  E.  Beebe.  ' ' 


MENTAL    QUALIFICATIONS. 

Medicine,  in  both  its  study  and  practice,  calls  into  constant  use 
the  faculties  of  observation,  memory  and  reason.  For  this  reason  it 
must  be  said  that  those  who  are  conscious  of  deficient  powers  of  ob- 
servation, and  especially  of  memory,  should  not  be  encouraged  to 
study  medicine,  unless  they  have  other  qualities  sufficiently  developed 
to  overcome  these  defects.  The  habit  of  study,  together  with  a  good 
general  education,  will  go  far  to  overcome  slight  deficiencies  in  these 
particulars.  A  fondness  for  the  study  of  natural  science,  more  partic- 
ularly physics,  chemistry,  botony,  physiology,  and  comparative  ana- 
tomy, is  of  great  advantage  to  one  beginning  the  study  or  practice  of 
medicine ;  and  this  is  commendable,  if  the  prospective  student  has  a 
natural  liking  for  these  subjects.  Yet  in  the  modern  medical  course, 
a  good  student  can  become  a  good  physician  without  a  special  liking 
for  these  studies  at  the  start. 


AWAKENINO  FROM  THE  SLEEP  OF  A  CENTURY. 

Our  friends  of  the  regular  profession  are  at  last  awakening  to  the 
importance  of  America  in  medicine.  After  bowing  for  a  hundred 
years  to  the  will  of  Europe,  after  calling  Eclectics  quacks  because  we 
would  not  bend  the  knee  to  the  European  dictation,  after  abusing  us 
most  bitterly  for  developing  an  American  Materia  Medica  and  an 
American  Practice  of  Medicine,  they  suddenly  find  that  the  time  has 
arrived  for  an  investigation  of  American  resources  in  the  line  of  reme- 
dial agents.  We  congratulate  our  lethargic  friends  for  awakening  at 
last  to  the  fact  that  the  sun  does  not  shine  only  on  Europe.  We  congrat- 
ulate them  again  because  at  last  they  have  broken  the  shackles  that 
have  bound  them  to.  the  foreigner.  Better  late  than  never,  friends, 
America  for  Americans,  and  we  assure  you  that  your  loyalty  to  your 
country  will  never  bring  from  Eclectics  the  cry  of  quacks. 

One  thing  we  regret,  that  this  study  of  American  products  was  be- 
gun under  the  Mexican  flag.  Would  that  the  army  of  men  marching 
under  the  Regular  banner  had  determined  in  the  United  States  to  de- 
velop North  American  drugs 

And  now  a  word  to  Eclectics.  Our  Eclectic  American  Materia 
Medica  is  seventy  years  along.    Our  practice  of  medicine  is  a  success 
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and  is  based  on  our  Materia  Medica.  Our  men  are  still  striving  for 
Eclectic  advancement ;  our  work  will  go  on  inside  and  not  outside  of 
Eclecticism.  We  extend  the  hand  of  fellowship  to  our  Pan  American 
Medical  Congress  and  say,  in  our  school  you  will  find  the  results  of 
seventy  years  work  in  American  remedies.  If  you  will  matriculate  in 
our  colleges,  you  will  find  the  results  of  seventy  years  observation  con- 
cerning the  uses  of  these  drugs.  You  need  not  go  to  Mexico ;  come 
into  Eclecticism. 


ECLECTICISn. 

Eclecticism,  as  a  system  of  medical  practice,  is  just  completing 
its  74th  year.  It  is  no  longer  an  experiment,  but  an  established  and 
potent  factor  in  our  scientific  and  social  world,  and  as  likely  to  be  per- 
manent as  any  other  doctrine  now  held  in  the  whole  realm  of  art  and 
science.  This  system,  at  the  present  time,  has  over  ten  thousand 
practitioners  in  the  United  States ;  and  they  are  as  widely  known  and 
as  highly  distinguished  for  their  learning  and  skill  as  are  other  phy- 
sicians in  this  and  in  other  countries.  They  are  filling  positions  of 
honor  in  colleges,  hospitals  and  societies,  in  literature,  in  sanitary 
boards,  and  other  governmental  relations,  equally  with  their  fellows 
of  other  schools.  The  constantly  growing  population  of  the  new  sys- 
tem of  medicine,  and  the  ever-increasing  influence  of  its  practitioners 
in  all  governmental  and  social  relations,  seem  to  make  the  Eclectic 
profession  of  medicine  one  of  the  most  inviting  and  prominent  ave- 
nues open  to  those  whose  physical,  moral,  and  intellectual  qualifica- 
tions fit  them  for  its  duties  and  responsibilities. 


0LUC05E    IN    CANDY. 

Yes,  the  subject  of  glucose  in  connection  with  candy  is  not  new. 
Neither  is  the  cry  of  wrong  to  those  who  wish  sugar  candy,  and  get 
glucose  candy,  a  new  cry. 

Let  us  exclude  the  question  of  health  and  purity,  and  consider  the 
question  of  right  and  wrong.  Whether  glucose  is  a  good  food,  and  a 
wholesome  food,  or  is  it  harmful  and  unwholesome,  is  not  the  ques- 
tion to  him  who  wishes  pure  cane'sugar  candy ;  the  question  is,  how 
can  he  get  it? 

So  far  as  the  sugar  is  concerned,  there  is  no  doubt  that  cane  sugar, 
(whether  made  from  cane  or  beets)  is  now  sold  practically  free  from 
glucose,  and  is  at  the  command  of  whoever  cares  to  buy  lump  or  gran- 
ulated sugar.  But  with  candy,  the  case  is  different.  Who,  of  the 
users  of  candy,  knows  whether  either  the  high-priced  or  cheap  candy 
is  made  of  cane  sugar  or  mixtures  of  cane  sugar  and  glucose!  In  this 
uncertainty  of  composition  rests  the  wrong  of  the  consumer  who  wishes 
candy  made  from  cane  sugar  only. 

Let  our  law  makers  establish  by  law  this  status  of  the  candy  sub- 
ject, and  then  let  our  pure  food  officers  enforce  the  law,  as  they  will 
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gladly  da  And  it  may  be  also  said  that  reputable  manufacturers  of 
candy  will  be  onlv  too  glad  to  meet  half  way  any  law  that  differenti- 
ates between  right  and  wrong  in  this  commercial  sense,  for,  from  the 
side  of  the  candy  manufacturers,  the  question  is  one  of  competition. 
This  is  a  parallel  with  the  oleomargerine  subject,  where  the  question 
is,  not  whether  suet  fat  is  injurious,  but  whether  it  shall  be  sold  under 
the  name  of  butter  to  those  who  want  butter  and  do  not  want  suet  fat. 
Let  the  law  be  such,  that  pure  cane  sugar  candy  is  labeled  correctly, 
and  that  glucose  candy,  glucose  and  starch,  glucose  and  sugar,  and 
other  mixtures  must  be  sold  in  Ohio  as  mixtures,  and  noue  will  em- 
brace the  law  more  gladly  than  the  candy  manufacturers  of  Ohio. 

J.    C.    L. 


THE    COURSE    OF    flEDICAL    STUDY. 

In  all  the  first-class  medical  colleges  of  the  United  States,  the 
course  may  be  arranged  in  four  classes,  corresponding  somewhat, 
though  not  closely,  with  the  four  years  of  medical  study. 

The  first  class  embraces  what  may  be  designated  as  the  "prepara- 
tory" branches — physics,  general  chemistry,  elementary  biology,  bot 
any,  zoology,  history  of  medicine,  microscopy,  medical  terminology, 
etc. 

The  second  class  of  studies  includes  anatomy,  physiology,  medical 
chemistry,  materia  medica  and  pharmacy,  general  pathology,  insti- 
tutes of  medicine,  eta  These  may  be  considered  as  the  fundamental 
medical  branches,  on  which  the  more  practical  studies  are  said  to  be 
based. 

The  third  class  of  studies  comprehends  special  pathology,  diagnosis, 
surgery,  obstetrics,  practice  and  hygiene :  also  practical  exercises  in 
all  these  departments. 

The  fourth  class  embraces  what  is  known  as  the  "specialties,"  such 
as  ophthalmology,  otology  and  laryngology,  gynaecology,  derma- 
tology, neurology,  physical  diagnosis,  pediatrics,  medical  jurispru- 
dence, etc. 

Practically,  in  the  collegiate  course,  these  classes  overlie  each  other 
in  many  instances,  and  several  of  the  studies  are  pursued  through  two 
or  more  years.  But  whatever  may  be  the  arrangement  of  studies  in 
the  curriculum,  the  entire  course  can  not  be  mastered  in  less  than  four 
full  collegiate  years.  If,  however,  the  student  has  enjoyed  the  priv- 
eleges  of  a  regular  college  course,  and  has  obtained  the  degree  in  Arts 
or  in  Science,  with  suitable  courses  in  physics,  chemistry,  biology, 
botany,  zoology,  anatomy  and  physiology,  he  can  be  admitted  with- 
out an  examination  to  the  second  year,  thereby  reducing  his  medical 
course  to  three  years.  This  rule  obtains  in  all  first  grade  medical 
school*  in  this  country.  In  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  graduates 
in  dentistry  and  pharmacy  are  also  admitted  to  the  second  year. 
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WHAT    OF    THE    FUTURE? 

Bear  well  in  mind  that  the  day  of  diploma-made  physicians  is 
nearly  closed  Bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  sun  has  about  sunk  on 
the  diploma  mill  in  medicine.  To  day  but  few  states  remain  without 
medical  laws.  When  the  charlatan  turns  his  face  about,  searching 
for  a  haven,  few  places  remain  now  for  his  wandering  feet  He  who 
practices  medicine  in  the  future  must  not  only  hold  a  diploma,  but 
credit  his  profession.  No  one-term  college  courses,  no  diploma-mill 
diplomas,  will  license's  man  in  these  United  States  in  the  day  that  is 
dawning. 

Physicians  who  go  from  state  to  state  will  be  physicians,  not  only 
with  diplomas,  but  educations  to  back  them  up.  Bear  well  in  mind 
that  he  who  seeks  a  snide  diploma  or  a  slippery  college  raises  the  cup 
of  trouble  to  his  own  lips. 


THE    COLLEOE   BU1LDINO. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  annual  renovation  of  the  college  building 
several  alterations  and  improvements  have  been  made.  The  sky-light 
over  the  amphitheater  has  been  altered  so  as  to  afford  an  abundance 
of  light  by  direct  rays.  New  and  improved  opera  chairs  have  been 
placed  in  the  main  lecture  hall.  The  clinical  amphitheater  has  been 
enlarged  and  an  admirable  system  of  artificial  ventilation  has  been 
installed  by  means  of  electric  ventilating  fans,  capable  of  changing 
the  air  every  IB  minutes. 

Those  of  our  graduates  who  have  not  seen  the  building  since  it  was 
enlarged  and  remodeled  in  1894  would  do  well  to  drop  in  for  a  visit 
this  coming  winter. 


OHIO    ECLECTICS.— Important  Notice. 

The  Ohio  State  Eclectic  Medical  Association  has  just  published  a 
complete  list  of  Eclectic  physicians  of  the  State,  as  registered  by  coun- 
ties, giving  address,  college  and  year  of  graduation,  or  years  of  prac- 
tice. Doctor,  you  ought  to  have  this  list  A  copy  will  be  mailed  to 
you  on  receipt  of  twenty  cents  or  ten  two-cent  stamps.  Address : 
J.  K.  Scuddeb,  M.  D.,  1009  Plum  St,,  Cin'ti 


OSTEOPATHY.-What  Is  It? 

We  have  had  a  number  of  inquiries  concerning  Osteopathy. 
On  page  502  will  be  found  a  definition  from  the  Journal  of  Oste- 
opathy, the  organ  of  the  new  school,  and  a  few  terse  remarks  showing 
what  the  regular  medical  press  thinks  of  the  new /ad 
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BOOK   NOTICES. 


A  System  of  Medicine,  by  Many  Writers.  Edited  by  Thomas  Clifford 
Allbut,  M.A.,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.C.P..  F.R.S.,  F.L.S.,  F.S.A., 
etc  Vol.  II.  New  York :  The  MacMillan  Company.  For  sale 
by  the  Robert  Clarke  Co.,  Cincinnati     Price  $5.00. 

This  is  the  second  volume  of  a  series  of  four.  The  remaining  two 
will  appear  shortly,  This  volume  contains,  under  Infective  Diseases 
of  Chronic  Course,  full  description  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis, 
leprosy,  and  actinomy  cases  and  madura  foot;  under  Diseases  of 
Uncertain  Bacteriology,  (a,  not  endemic),  measles,  rubeola,  scarlet 
fever,  chicken  and  small-pox,  mumps,  whooping  cough,  constitutional 
syphilis,  and  an  interesting  chapter  on  the  co-  existence  of  infectious 
diseases ;  under  (6,  topical  and  endemic),  are  found  climate  and  fevers 
of  India,  typhus  fever,  dengue,  yellow  fever,  dysentery,  beriberi, 
malta  fever,  epidemic  dropsy,  negro  lethargy  or  sleeping  sickness, 
oriental  sore,  verunga,  frambcesia. 

Under  Infective  Diseases  communicable  from  Animals  to  Man, 
(a,  of  certain  bacteriology),  are  discussed  glanders  or  farcy  and  an- 
thrax ;  (6,  of  uncertain  bacteriology),  vaccinia,  foot  and  mouth  dis- 
ease, rabies  and  glandular  fever.  Under  Diseases  due  to  Protozoa, 
malarial  fever,  heemiglobinuric  fever,  and  amoebic  dysentery.  Under 
Intoxications,  poisoning  by  food  (ptomaine  poisoning),  grain  and 
mushroom  and  snake  poisoning,  alcoholism,  opium  and  other  intoxi- 
cations, metallic  and  some  other  forms  of  poisoning,  including  poison- 
ous trades.  Under  Internal  Parasites,  psorospermis,  worms,  platy 
heleminthes  and  nemathelminthes,  bilharzia,  hsematobia,  and  hydatid 
disease.  Under  Addenda,  sero-diagnosis  of  typhoid  fever,  supple- 
ment to  the  article  on  plague,  and  addendum  to  that  on  yellow  fever. 
Besides,  there  are  copious  indexes,  and  nearly  one  hundred  illustra- 
tions, charts,  maps  and  plates. 

The  various  writers  are  masters  of  their  subjects.  Pref.  Wm.  Isler 
writes  the  article  upon  malaria.  In  this  disease  the  treatment  is  com- 
vol.  lvil— 35 
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prised  in  one  word,  "quinine."  The  three  sections  on  vaccinia,  by 
T.  D.  Acland,  S.  M.  Copeman,  and  Ernest  Hart,  comprise  the  latest 
and  most  complete  work  on  the  subject  known  to  us,  and  frequent 
reference  is  made  to  the  recent  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
vaccination.  The  general  treatment  in  the  work  is  not  commendable 
from  our  standpoint,  but  the  history  and  description  of  diseases  are 
excellent.  w.  e.  b. 


The  Bight  Side  op  the  Cab,  a  story  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 
way, by  John  Uri  Lloyd.     Author's  limited  edition. 

Each  copy  of  this  special  edition  will  be  signed  by  the  author.  It 
will  contain  four  full-page  illustrations  in  Imperial  Japanese  vellum ; 
an  initial  letter  and  a  tail-piece  by  J.  Augustus  Enapp ;  and  cover 
designs  by  Theodore  Brown  Hapgood,  Jr.,  stamped  in  full  gold 
Printed  by  John  Wilson  &  Son,  at  the  University  Press,  Boston,  on 
Raisdall  hand-made  paper,  with  imbricated  title  page,  8vo.  Full 
cloth,  gilt  top  and  untrimmed  edges.  68  pages.  $2.00.  All  subscrip- 
tions must  be  sent  to  John  Ubi  Lloyd,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Prof.  Lloyd  has  just  issued  the  following  announcement  which  is 
self -explanatory ; 

A  Monument  to  Pbof.  John  Kino,  M.  D.,  to  be  built  from  the  profits 
accruing  from  "The  Right  Side  of  the  Car. " 

This  communication  is  sent  only  to  those  who  the  writer  has  rea- 
son to  believe  will  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  unite  with  other  friends  in 
honoring  the  memory  of  a  man  loved  by  all  who  knew  him.  Before 
entering  into  details,  in  justice  to  those  concerned,  it  should  be  stated 
that  Prof.  King  left  his  family  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and  con- 
sequently, that  this  movement  is  not  one  of  charity.  Upon  the  con- 
trary, the  purpose  is  to  extend  to  the  many  admirers  of  Prof.  King  an 
opportunity  to  express  their  appreciation  of  a  man  whose  name  is  con- 
spicuous in  connection  with  the  development  of  the  American  Materia 
Medica,  whose  books  are  read  in  many  lands,  and  whose  voice  still 
lingers  in  the  ears  of  thousands  of  physicians  who  listened  to  his  teach- 
ings. Possibly  other  methods  might  be  employed  to  accomplish  the 
object  more  directiy,  but  could  Prof.  King  advise  with  us,  there  can 
be  no  question  but  that  he  would  delight  in  associating  himself  with 
"The  Right  Side  of  the  Car. "  All  who  knew  him  and  read  the  little 
story  will  perceive  that  it  is  such  as  would  have  been  congenial  to  his 
taste.  Few  who  receive  this  note  will  deny  themselves  the  privilege 
of  having  their  names  recorded  in  the  volume  that  is  to  be  presented 
to  Mrs.  King  when  the  monument  is  dedicated,  and  few  who  knew 
Prof.  King,  listened  to  his  teachings,  or  studied  his  books,  will  feel 
like  permitting  a  monument  fund  to  be  collected  in  behalf  of  his  mem- 
ory without  contributing  their  trifle  to  the  worthy  project. 

Were  the  object  simply  the  raising  of  a  fund,  this  could  be  accom- 
plished without  any  great  effort  by  voluntary  contributions  from  a 
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"Green  Drug" 

Fluid  Extracts. 

The    highest   type    of    Fluid    Medicines. 

A  Novelty— la  What? 

In   the   recognition   of   the   fact  that  certain  drugs,  containing 
volatile  constituents  upon  which  their  therapeutic  value  depends,  lose 
their  medicinal  properties  in  the  process  of  drying,  or  through  long 
or  imperfect  storage. 
la  all  such  cases. 

We  use  the  green  or  fresh  root,  bark  or  plant,  gathered  es- 
pecially for  us  when  in  their  prime. 
Some  kinds  are  prepared  fresh; 

Others  partially  or  wholly  dried; 

But  all  gathered  especially  for  our  Laboratory ;  carefully  handled 
and  immediately  prepared  Into  Fluid  Extracts.  The  menstruum 
employed  is  Alcohol  selected  for  strength  and  purity,  whereby  the 
non-medicinal  elements  are  rejected  and  the  liability  to  deterioration 
avoided. 

Fluid  Extracts  thus  prepared  are  perfect  representatives  of  the 
drugs  from  which  they  are  made. 

They  are  clean. 

They  are  sightly. 

They  are  easily  dispensed. 

They  are  therapeutically  reliable. 

Old,  shop-worn  or  worm-eaten  drugs,  however  carefully  manipu- 
lated, will  not  yield  a  satisfactory  product,  and  when  made  with 
weak  alcohol  and  water,  or  with  wood  spirit  as  a  menstruum,  is  it 
any  wonder  that  commercial  Fluid  Extracts,  as  a  class  are  termed 
by  a  leading  medical  writer — the  "Great  American  Fraud?" 

Watch  your  fluid  extracts. 

MerrelFs  Fluid  Extracts  from  fresh,  choice  drugs  are  powerful  in- 
struments for  good  in  the  hands  of  the  observant  physician. 

All  wholesale  druggists  will  supply  them. 
Please  write  "MerreU's"  on  your  orders. 

THE  WM.  S.  MERRELL  CHEMICAL  CO.,  * 

CINCINNATI.  Manufactartng  Chemists.  NEW  YORK. 

Sole  Manufacturer*. 
EsteUIshed  66  years. 


JOURNAL  ADVERTISER. 


Hypnotic,       Anti-Spasmodic.         Anti-Neuralgic 

CORDIAL 


MERRELL. 


This  preparation  contains  all  the  active  medicinal  constituents  of 
Psssiflora  incarnata  in  a  concentrated  form,  and  is  the  result  of  an  ex- 
tended investigation  in  our  laboratory.  It  is  the  most  eligible  form  for 
exhibiting  the  valuable  properties  of  the  drug;  since  from  it  we  have 
suooeeded  in  eliminating  the  inert  principles  invariably  present  in  the 
ordinary  preparations  of  the  market 

OOBDIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

Is  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  treatment  of  nervous  affections 
attended  with  congestion  of  the  cord  and  ganglionic  centers.  As 
a  soporific  without  narcotic  action,  and  as  an  anti-spasmodic  and 
anti-neuralgic,  it  is  without  an  equal.  Its  action  is  between  that  of 
m  orphine  and  chloral  hydrate,  but  it  does  not  depress  the  system 
nor  derange  the  stomach.  It  is  devoid  of  danger,  non-poisonous, 
and  may  be  given  in  any  case  where  sleep  is  needed.  It  is  the 
r  e  raedy,  par  excellence,  in  infantile  convulsions,  in  diarrhoea  of  chil- 
dren, and  in  nervous  affections  of  the  aged  and  infirm.  In  nervous 
or  sick  headache,  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  in  sleepless- 
ness of  typhoid  and  other  fevers,  as  well  as  from  overwork  so  com- 
mon among  professional  and  business  men,  it  will  produce  a  quiet 
and  dreamless  sleep,  and  at  the  same  time  prove  a  permanent  tonic 
to  the  nervous  system. 

OOBDIAL  PAS-OABNATA 

Is  recommended  in  cases  where  opium  and  its  preparations, 
the  bromides,  chloral,  etc.,  can  not  be  given,  or  are  not  well  borne, 
and  where  it  is  undesirable  to  lock  up  the  secretions.  It  is  recom- 
mended in  tetanus,  cerebral  pain,  hysteria  of  women,  dysmenor- 
rhea, tic  douloureux,  accelerated  respiratory  movement,  pain  in 
the  rectum,  neuralgia  of  the  heart 

COBDIAL  PAS-OABNATA 

Is  prepared  for  physicians'  prescriptions  only,  and  not  for 
popular  sale.  Printed  matter  with  extended  notes  furnished  to  the 
medical  profession  only.  Sample  supplies  without  charge  on  pay- 
ment of  expense  of  delivery. 

OOBDIAL  PAS-OABNATA 

May  be  ordered  of  our  New  York  office,  No.  96  Maiden  Line, 
of  Geo.  C,  Goodwin  &  Co.,  Boston,  and  the  home  office  in  Cincin- 
nati.   In  ordering  or  prescribing,  please  specify 

"Cordial  Pss-Carnata,  Merrell." 
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limited  number  of  Eclectic  physicians  and  personal  friends  who  would 
gladly  donate  the  desired  amount  The  intention,  however,  is  to  per- 
mit all  to  share  alike  in  this  testimonial,  and  there  must  be  an  entire 
absence  of  the  donation  phase,  which  would  be  distasteful  to  Mrs. 
King  as  well  as  others.  In  order  that  this  object  may  be  unquestion- 
ably attained,  the  souvenir  book  to  be  printed  for  each  subscriber  will 
be  made  a  work  of  art,  and  in  itself  worth  the  price  asked.  In  this 
connection  it  should  be  stated  that  the  author  has  been  importuned 
by  numbers  of  persons  who  have  listened  to  the  story  titled,  "The 
Bight  Side  of  the  Car,"  to  publish  this  book  for  the  story^alone,  and 
has  agreed  to  do  so  in  regular  edition,  which  will  ultimately  be  placed 
before  the  general  public ;  but  the  volume  now  under  consideration 
is  to  be  a  thing  in  itself,  exquisite,  dainty,  a  gem,  and  as  herein  an- 
nounced, will  be  offered  as  a  souvenir,  and  only  to  those  believed  to 
be  interested  in  the  work  of  Prof,  King.  In  addition  to  the  booklet, 
each  subscriber  will  be  presented  with  a  portrait  of  Prof.  King,  with 
fac  simile  of  his  autograph  signature,  suitable  for  framing.  Probably 
the  majority  of  those  to  whom  this  announcement  is  sent  would  only 
be  too  glad  to  obtain  the  volume  offered  herein  were  there  no  other 
motive  than  the  securing  of  this  exquisite  specimen  of  the  bookmaker's 
art  for  a  holiday  gift. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  description  above,  that  this  edition  of 
"The  Bight  Side  of  the  Car"  will  surely  grace  any  table  or  parlor, 
and  while  the  author  must  defer  to  the  opinions  of  others  concerning 
its  contents  he  may  be  pardoned  for  saying  to  his  friends  that  he  has 
spared  no  pains  in  attempting  to  bring  to  the  reader  a  mind  view  that 
permits  of  no  higher  ideal  or  inspiring  comparison.  He  has  endeavored 
to  lead  to  a  conception  both  of  the  pure  in  spirit  and  the  sublime  in 
nature,  and  has  not  spared  himself  in  order  that  the  brightness  of  that 
other  side  of  the  car  and  of  the  sky  scene  beyond  may  be  heightened 
by  contrasted  shadows.  If  the  result  of  the  descriptive  effort  gives 
pleasure  to  those  who  read  the  story ;  to  those  who  love  the  memory 
of  Prof.  King,  our  genial  friend  of  other  days ;  to  those  who  have  felt 
the  inspiration  that  comes  to  the  traveler  who  from  the  desert  catches 
for  the  first  time  a  glimpse  of  the  grandest  of  all  American'mountains, 
and  to  Mrs.  King  for  whom  a  special  volume  of  this  book  will  be  bound 
and  presented,  wherein  will  be  engraved  the  name  of  each  friend  who 
contributes  to  the  King  Monument  Fund,  the  author  will  be  satisfied 
to  have  been  a  means  to  assist  in  attaining  the  desired  end. 

The  following  personal  letter  from  Mrs.  King,  which  came  in  re- 
sponse to  the  query  asking  her  approval  of  the  scheme,  will  illustrate 
the  kindly  feeling  with  which  she  views  the  spontaneous  tribute  that 
no  doubt  will  spring  from  every  section  of  the  land. 

North  Bend,  Ohio,  July  17,  1897. 
My  Dear  Prof.  Lloyd,— 

To  honor  and  love  the  dead  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
features  of  human  nature.    I  am  not  surprised  therefore  that  one  who 
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was  so  very  near  and  dear  to  nay  husband  should  have  developed  the 
plan  of  extending  to  all  who  reverence  the  memory  of  Dr.  King,  an 
opportunity  to  give  tangible  expression  to  this  sacred  sentiment.  The 
practical  application  of  this  design  you  have  made  contingent  upon 
my  approval  of  it  Under  the  deepest  and  and  tenderest  promptings 
of  my  heart  I  do  truly  and  gratefully  approve,  and  my  warmest  and 
moet  earnest  thanks  go  out  to  you  for  your  great  part  in  this  matter, 
while  I  cordially  thank  in  advance  all  who  may  co  operate  in  this 
beautiful  movement. 

I  am  with  sincere  gratitude,  yours  very  truly, 

Phebe  A.  Kino. 


A  Text-Book  of  Diseases  of  Women.     By  C.  B.  Penrose,  M.  D,    529 
pages,  cloth,  $3150.     Philadelphia:  W.  B.  Saunders. 

This  is  the  very  latest  work  on  diseases  of  women  to  make  its  ap- 
pearance, and  after  a  hasty  review  we  believe  it  will  compare  favora- 
bly with  many  of  the  other  works  on  the  subject.  It  is  especially  de- 
signed as  a  text-book  The  author  asserts :  "I  have  written  this  book 
for  the  medical  student."  However,  it  will  be  found  a  very  desirable 
work  of  reference  for  the  busy  practitioner,  as  much  of  the  unneces- 
sary portion  devoted  to  anatomy,  physiology,  and  pathology,  with 
which  most  works  are  padded,  has  been  omitted  in  this.  It  is  divided 
into  forty-three  chapters,  beautifully  illustrated,  and  will  not  prove 
disappointing  to  any  who  may  desire  a  recent  work  on  diseases  of 
women.  a.  c.  w. 


COLLEGE   AND   SOCIETY  NOTICES. 

107th  Meeting  of  the  Ohio  Central  Eclectics. — The  Ohio  Central 
Eclectic  Medical  Society  met  at  Minerva  Park,  Columbus,  Aug.  12, 
for  their  tenth  annual  election  and  picnic.  As  Dr.  F.  O.  Williams 
put  it,  'the  meeting  is  99  per  cent,  pleasure  and  one  per  cent,  busi- 
nesa"  As  soon  as  the  crowd  got  together,  they  proceeded  to  one  of 
the  most  secluded  of  the  sylvan  retreats,  and  gathered  around  a  richly 
ladened  picnic  dinner  table. 

After  dinner,  President  W.  E.  Postal,  like  the  Druid  priests  of  old, 
proceeded  to  hold  council  under  the  blue  dome  of  heaven.  After  a 
few  words  from  the  Secretary,  showing  the  excellent  standing  of  the 
society,  the  members  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers,  with  the 
following  result : 

President S.  M.  Sherman,  M.  D. 

1st  Vice  President L.  C.  Bohannan.  M.  D. 

2d  Vice  President W.  S.  Taylor,  M.  D. 

Secretary W.  E  Postal,  M.  D. 

Ass't  Secretary  and  Librarian.  B.  McMillan,  M.  D. 

Treasurer. F.  O.  Williams,  M  D 
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"OUR  SPECIFIC  MEDICINES  are  to-day, 
as  they  always  have  been  and  always  will  be,  the 
BEST  MEDICINES  in  the  world,  and  the  foundation 
stones,  upon  which  the  superstructure  of  Eclectic 
Medicine  has  been  built,  and  upon  which  it  rests 
unshaken."  editorial,  from  b.  m.  journal. 
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JOURNAL   ADVERTISER. 


ASEPSIN      SOAP, 


MEDICINAL  USES  OF  ASEPSIN  SOAP. 

FOB  THE  SKIN.  —  The  antiseptic  qualities  of  Asepsin  and  Borate  of  Sodium  make  this  soap  de- 
niable for  the  preservation  of  the  dermal  tissues,  and  to  remove  and  prevent  cutaneous  blem- 
ishes. It  is  valuable  for  roughness  of  the  skin,  acne,  comedones,  milium,  blotches,  excessive 
greasiness  of  skin,  for  softening  and  proven  ting  roughness  and  chapping  of  the  hands.  It  cor- 
rects abnormalities  of  the  sebaceous  glands,  thereby  regulating  the  lubrication  of  the  akin,  and 
is  further  useful  to  repair  dermal  tissues  when  they  have  beeu  subjected  to  the  deleterious  action 
of  chalks  and  cosmetic  lotions. 

CUTANEOUS  DISEASES.— For  the  following  skin  affections  it  may  be  used  freely  with  marked 
benefit:  Acne  vulgaris  et  rosace,  seborrheaa,  eczematous  eruptions,  herpes,  psoriasis,  prurigo, 
syphilitic  eruptions,  dermatitis,  ulcerations,  pruritic  conditions,  parasitic  diseases,  as  scabies,  for 
the  relief  of  rhus  poisoning,  and  for  the  removal  of  pedicull.  A  clean  skin  is  necessary  in  any 
course  of  medication,  and  Asepsln  Soap  is  a  rational  cleanser. 

IN  SURGERY.  —  The  surgeon  will  find  it  valuable  for  cleansing  the  patient  as  well  as  the  opera- 
tor's hands,  sponges,  and  instruments.  For  its  cleansing  and  antiseptic  effects  it  may  be  em- 
ployed in  wounds  of  all  kinds,  chilblains,  bed  sores,  ulcerations,  pustules,  and  for  removing 
offensive  and  irritating  discharges,  and  as  a  foot  wash. 

IN  GYNECOLOGY.— It  is  userul  in  all  irritating  and  offensive  discharges  concomitant  to  diseases 
of  females,  giving  rise  to  pruritic  and  Inflammatory  conditions.  Leuoorrhcsa,  simple  vaginitis 
and  vulvitis,  ulcerations  and  pruritus  vulvas,  are  conditions  in  which  it  is  particularly  indicated. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES.— In  the  exanthemata  it  should  be  employed  to  hasten  desquamation, 
thereby  shortening  the  period  of  contagiousness  and  hastening  convalescence. 

At  the  time  I  received  the  Asepsin  Soap,  I  was  suffering  intensely  from  pruritus  ani,  and  had 
already  tried,  with  scarcely  even  temporary  relief,  all— or  nearly  all— the  standard  remedies  for  this 
well-known  ailment.  I  was  well-nigh  crazed  with  the  intolerable  itching,  pricking,  sticking,  gnaw- 
ing, biting,  burning  'pain.  I  had  oeen  nearly  sleepless  for  several  nights,  and  I  was  so  busily  en- 
gaged with  my  professional  work  all  day  long  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  life  was  a  burden,  and  I 
could  get  no  rest  at  night.  I  frequently  sprang  from  my  bed,  and  ran  wildly,  crazily  anywhere  ;— 
suicide  would  not  be  strange  in  anyone  in  such  a  condition 

Tour  Asepsin  Soap  I  used  without  faith,  but  with  astonishing  and  almost  Immedi- 
ate relief  and  ease.  I  think  I  have  nevf  r  before  recommended  any  special  preparation,  but 
nothing  less  than  gratitude  is  due  you  for  this  benefit,  and  that  gratitude  I  express  most  heartily 
how.  I  have  delayed  this  letter  many  weeks,  but  I  am  still  as  thankful  as  ever,  for  my  suffering  was 
of  a  kind  not  to  be  forgotten.  PAUL  T.  BUTLER,  M.  D.,  Alamo,  Michigan. 

I  have  had  for  several  years  what  I  call  winter  eczema  on  my  hands ;  commenced  using  Asepsin 
Soap  last  winter  and  my  hands  were  in  better  condition  then  than  they  have  beeu  for  a  number  of 
years.  R.  W.  CHALFANT,  M.  D.,  Belifoutaine.  o. 

Have  been  using  Asepsin  Soap  and  find  it  ve«y  fi'i  *  /or  cleansing  old  sores,  also  for  toilet  pur- 
poses. DANIEL  V.  CHASE,  M   n..  Cambridge.  N.  Y. 

Asepsin  Soap  isTMSOAF.  A.  P  STEWART.  M.  I> ,  Pt^wartstown.  W.  Va. 

I  have  us?d  a  round  dozen  of  your  soap  on  the  *maU-oox  patients  at  the  pest  house,  and  think 
it  is  the  best  soap  I  ever  uwd.  w.  H.  HATCH,  M.  D.,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

PRICE,    $1.40    PER    DOZEN. 
A  box  containing  one-fourth  dozen  cakes  will  be  Bent  by  mail  postpaid,  on 
receipt  of  50  cents. 

LLOYD    BROTHERS,    Cincinnati,  O. 
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The  Tennessee  Eclectic  Medical  Society  was  in  session  June  16th 
and  17th,  at  Nashville.  Every  officer  answered  at  roll-call,  and  many 
new  faces  were  seen  upon  the  floor  of  the  auditorium  during  the  meet- 
ing. The  press,  as  well  as  the  members,  passed  encomiums  upon  the 
able  and  instructive  address  of  the  retiring  President,  Dr.  B.  L.  Sim- 
mons, of  Granville.  Dr.  Simmons  has  been  elected  to  the  chair  of 
Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Georgia  College  of  Eclectic  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  The  mantle  of  Prof.  Goss  could  not  have  fallen  upon 
worthier  shoulders. 

A  unanimous  endorsement  was  given  the  Southern  Eclectic  Medical 
Society,  and  a  committee,  composed  of  Dra  W.  EL  Halburt,  G.  M. 
Hite,  and  J.  O.  Cummins,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  prominent 
Eclectics  of  the  Southern  States,  'looking  to  the  formation  of  such  an 
organization.  This  committee  suggests  the  last  Wednesday  in  Sep- 
tember as  the  date,  and  Nashville  as  the  place  for  the  conference. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : 

President A.  Fowler,  M.  D.,  Union  City. 

1st  Vice  President J%  L,  Jones,  M.  D.,  Only. 

2d  Vice  President A.  B.  Young,  M  D ,  Brownsvilla 

Recording  Secretary  . . .  .T.  E  Halbert,  M.  D.,  Nashville. 
Cor.  Secretary E.  M.  Shepard,  M.  D.,  Granvilla 

The  Society  will  meet  next  year  in  Nashville,  the  second  Wednesday 
in  May.  T.  EL  Halbert,  Secretary. 


The  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  Maine  held  its  thirty-second  an- 
nual meeting  in  Portland,  on  May  26  and  27.  There  was  a  full  at- 
tendance, nearly  every  officer  being  present  Among  the  distinuished 
members  present,  who  read  papers,  was  the  erudite  Alexander  Wilder, 
of  Newark,  N.  J.,  for  many  years  at  the  head  of  the  New  York  College 
of  Eclectic  Medicine,  and  for  a  long  series  of  years  the  efficient  Secre- 
tary of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  also  Frederick  W. 
Abbott,  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  associate  editor  of  the  Massachusetts  Med- 
ical Journal,  and  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  that  city,  and  Noah 
R.  Martin,  formerly  of  Maine,  but  now  located  at  Newark,  N.  J. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : 

President Dr.  Henry  Keny,  Biddleford. 

Vice  President Dr.  Geo.  A.  Weeks,  Richmond. 

Recording  Secretary Dr,  Josiah  L.  Wright,  Durham. 

Corresponding  Secretary Dr.  Wm.  C.  Hatch,  New  Sharon. 

Treasurer Dr.  Theo.  L.  Batchelder.  Machias. 

Librarian Dr,  Emma  F.  Marble,  Gardiner. 

Councillors — Dr,  Algernon  Fossett,  Portland ;  Dr.  Josiah  L.Wright, 
Durham ;  Dr.  Noah  R.  Martin,  Newark. 

The  next  semi  annual  meeting  will  be  held  in  Gardiner,  on  Wed- 
nesday, Dec.  8,  1897 ;  and  the  annual  meeting  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  May  25  and  23,  1898.  Wm.  C,  Hatch,  Cor.  Sec'y 
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It  is  proposed  to  hold  a  meeting  of  the  Kentucky  State  Eclectic 
Medical  Society  at  Paducah,  October  19  and  20.  Dr.  6.  T.  Fuller 
of  Lowes,  R.  T.  Rudd,  of  Fulton,  and  W.  R  Ruble,  of  Mayfield,ha?e 
the  arrangements  and  program  in  hand.  They  intend  to  make  the 
meeting  a  "hummer,  "and  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Eclectic  in  Kentucky, 
and  in  adjoining  States,  to  help  this  meeting  out  by  his  presence  and 
contributions. 


The  members  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners, 
to  serve  under  the  new  law,  have  been  appointed  as  follows :  Dra 
Wallbridge  of  Milwaukee,  Samuel  Bell  of  Beloit,  and  Currens  of  Two 
Rivers,  of  the  regular  school ;  Dra  Harvey  Dale  of  Oshkosh,  and  £. 
A.  Forsbeck  of  Milwaukee,  homoeopathic ;  and  Drs.  Ludwig  of  Rich- 
land Center,  and  Quigg  of  Tomah,  eclectic. 


The  United  States  Pension  Board  at  Mayfield,  Ky.,  is  all  right 
Two  of  their  three  members  are  Eclectics,  Dr.  W.  R.  Ruble,  E.  M.  L, 
1887,  of  Mayfield,  and  Dr.  J.  L.  Taylor,  E.  M.  1. 1889,  of  West  Plains. 
Dr.  Ruble  held  the  same  position  under  the  Harrison  administration. 


PERSONALS. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Dunn,  E.  M.  I„  1897,  is  now  located  at  Tarentum,  Pa. 

Dr.  Berley  W.  Mercer,  E.  M.  I.,  1897,  is  nicely  located  at  Tiffin,0. 

W.  A.  Latimore,  E.  M.  L,  1897,  is  now  located  at  517  Wylie  Ave., 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Dr.  Chas  L.  Sutton,  E.  M.  L  1895,  is  at  204  E.  Sandusky  St.,Find- 
lay,  O.,  and  is  doing  well. 

Dr.  F.  P.  Westlake,  E.  M.  L,  1897,  is  nicely  located  at  Perry,  Ills, 
and  is  doing  well 

Dr.  John  I.  Rubard,  E.  M.  1.,  1895,  is  now  located  at  Reedtown, 
Ohio,  and  is  doing  nicely. 

Dr.  John  H.  Hoxsey,  of  Seattle,  is  the  newly  appointed  Eclectic  on 
the  State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners  of  Washington. 

The  Journal  congratulates  Dr.  E.  M.  Hoover,  Amer.  Med.  CoD., 
1885,  of  Halstead,  Kan.  At  the  recent  re-organization  of  the  Kansas 
State  Board  of  Health,  Dr.  Hoover  was  chosen  president 

Dr.  Henrietta  C.  Linkenbach-Dorman,  E.  M.  I.,  1891,  is  doing  a 
good  business  at  San  Bernardino,  Cal,  She  has  succeeded  in  build- 
ing up  a  very  pleasant  and  profitable  business. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Huntley,  E.  M.  I.,  1897,  is  located  at  Little  Rock,  Ark, 
in  partnership  with  Dr.  J.  F.  Lewis.  In  May  last,  Dr.  Huntley  was 
elected  secretary  of  the  Arkansas  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Marion  Pinson,  Ga.  ColL  Ec.  Med.  and  Surg.,  1891,  formerly 
at  Williamson,  W.  Va.,  has  succeeded  his  brother,  who  died  recently 
at  Pikeville,  Ky.  He  is  doing  nicely,  and  can  locate  an  Eclectic  in 
two  good  fields". 
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T¥  HIGH-GRADE  bicycle  to  be  worthy  of 
'  "*  its  name  should  possess  four  virtues — 
lightness,  strength,  grace  and  ease  of  running. 

The  Stearns  was  the  first  light  bicycle  in 
which  strength  and  durability  were  not  sacri- 
ficed ;  its  graceful  lines  are  copied  throughout 
the  trade ;  its  proverbial  easy-running  qualities 
are  due  to  perfect  construction,  rigid  lines,  and 
scientific  lightness. 

It  is  just  light  enough  to  be  easy-running ; 
just  heavy  enough  to  bear  all  wear  and  tear. 

Yellow  Fellow  Year  Book 
at  agency  or  by  mail  free. 

6*  C.  Steams  &  Co*, 

Syracuse,  N*  % 

Coronto,  Can.  Buffalo,  f*.  T.  Ban  franefsco,  Cat. 
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UTOVTBTTUNT  A  Ttie  most  powerful  and  trustworthy 
**AV  v  *"  w  **"  AX»  Uterine  Tonic  attainable  (eminent  gy- 
naecologists l>ear  testimony  to  this)  in  dysmenorrhoea,  amenorrhoea,  Menor- 
rhagia, leucorrhoea,  subin  volution,  threatened  abortion,  vomiting'  in  preg- 
nancy, chlorosis,  etc. 

pATprgpTTff  J  A  most  Reliable  Remedy  in  Externa 
JTA.Li.E-  JjJJ^lll  <U  E?e  BiBeasea.  Highly  recommended  in 
simple,  acute,  and  chronic  catarrhal,  venereal,  blennorrhceal  and  strumous 
or  Bcrufuluous  conjunctivitis,  marginal  blepharitis,  and  inflammation  of  the 
lachrymal   sac,      Sample  of  Palpebrine  mailed  free* 

"PJETTHOSITffE     The  Standard  Neurotic,  Anodyne,  and 
«"***»  Ail  MA    jjypnotict    Unexcelled  in  hysteria,  epilepsy, 
neurasthenia,  mania,  chorea,  uterine  congestion,  migraine,  neuralgia,  and  all 
convulsive  and  re  Ilex  neuroses.      It  contains  no  morphine  or  chloraL 

SEIf  N*Hf  E     The  New  Ameriran  Antiseptic.    Unexcelled  as 
a  dry   dressing.      Entirety  odorless*     A  specific  in 
old  sores,  ulcers,  bubo,  exzema,  pruritus,  burns,  scalds,  etc    Sample  of  Sen- 
nine  mailed  free* 

Pamphlets  illustrated  with  Uterus  and  Appendages,  and  Cerebral  Localiza- 
tion Lithographs,  Formulas  and  Commendations  mailed  on  application. 
Sample*  [Jul I  size)  free,  physicians  paying  express  charges, 

DIOS  CHEMICAL  CO.  St.  Louis,  Mo.f  U.S.  A. 


COMPOSITION  TO  EACH  FLUID  OUNCE. 

Coca . ....SOgrs.        Saw  Palmetto .80  gm 

Dami&na* ++80  grs.        Beef,  fresh 2  oxs. 

Kolo  Nut 20  grs. 

INDICATED  IN 

Physical  Decadence.  A  vitalizing  tonic  to  the  Reproductive  System, 
Especially  in  prostatic  troubles  and  sexual  i  in  potency.  In  Gyneco- 
logical practice  largely  used  to  promote  the  growth  of  the  mammse. 
Removes  Ovarian  Pains,  Depression  and  Melancholy.  Energizes  the 
Circulation.  A  diffusible  Tonic  and  Stimulant.  A  dessertspoonful, 
when  onfl  is  exhausted,  acts  as  a  most  excellent  restorative,  and  gives 
a  feeling  of  rest  and  relief.     A  powerful  Aphrodisiac. 

DOSE— Dessertspoonful  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

MANUFACTURED    ONLY   BY 

Allaire,  Woodward  &  Co., 

Write  for  full  literature.  PEORIA,  ILL, 
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Allen  Bush,  a  junior  student  of  the  E.  M.  I.,  successfully  passed 
the  W.  Va.  State  Board  in  July,  and  will  be  located  for  another  year 
at  Gairo,  W.  Va.  His  brother,  S.  Warren  Bush,  who  was  a  Fresh- 
man student  at  the  E.  M.  L,  also  passed  the  Board.  This  speaks  well 
for  the  students  and  for  their  instructors  as  well 

Married.—  At  Harrison,  O.,  July,  19th,  E.  D.  McCafferty  to  Flor- 
ence^ daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Bowles.  Mr.  Bowles  is  one 
of  the.coming  E.  M.  I.  class  of  1898. 

Died. — At  Janesville,  Wis.,  Aug.  12,  Eli  Melvin  McPheron,  of  apo- 
plexy. Dr.  McPheron  graduated  from  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute 
in  1888,  was  demonstrator  of  anatomy  and  lecturer  on  the  eye  and  ear 
from  1888  to  '91 ;  removed  to  Denver,  then  returned  to  Ada,  0 ,  and 
wad  lecturer  on  anatomy  at  the  Normal  University  in  that  place  several 
sessions,  then  removed  to  Wisconsin. 

Died. —On  June  27,  at  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  Maria  E  T.  Brown,M,D.. 
aged  55  years.  Dr.  Brown  was  the  grand  daughter  of  the  celebrated 
Samuel  Thomson,  of  botanic  fame,  and  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Cyrus 
Thomson,  who  for  45  years  carried  on  the  Thomsonian  Infirmary 
at  Syracuse,  New  York. 

Died.— At  Godfrey,  Colo>  Aug  7,  Dr.  J.  N.  Page,  of  Ellis,  Kaa 

For  Sale. — Will  sell  one-half  interest  in  practice  for  $300.  Prac- 
tice from  $6.00  to  $15.00  per  day.    Must  have  partner. 

W.  W.  Tookeb,  M  D.,  Grover  Hill,  O. 

Fob  Sale. — Practice  worth  $9000  per  year  in  one  of  the  richest  and 
thickly  settled  counties  in  Indiana.  Poor  health  in  family,  cause  for 
selling.     Price  $500.     Address  Dr.  N.  A.  Herring,  Bremen,  Ind. 

Location. — Good  country  location  in  Louisiana  for  an  active  Ec- 
lectic. For  particulars  address  with  stamp,  Dr.  J.  N.  Lee,  Martha- 
ville,  La 

Location. — Country  location  and  practice  in  Northern  Ohio.  Very 
little  to  sell.  This  is  a  stand  of  35  years.  Party  can  not  advertise 
his  name  and  address,  but  full  particulars  can  be  obtained  by  sending 
stamp  to  his  friend,  D.  H.  Artherholt,  Hartford,  Ohio, 

Location. — Partnership  with  an  Eclectic  who  wishes  to  retire  on 
account  of  old  age.  One  of  the  best  locations  in  California.  For  par- 
ticulars address  Frank  R  Merrell,  1012  Elm  St,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Location. — At  Modoc,  Bandolph  Co.,  Ind.  A  good  Eclectic  can 
do  well  there.     For  particulars  address  Dr.  N.  B.  Boss,  De  Soto,  Ind. 

'  Location. — Good  country  location  for  an  Eclectic  at  Willow  Dell, 
Ohio.  For  particulars  address  with  stamp,  Mrs.  F.  B.  King,  M.  D., 
Waterbury,  Neb. 

Dr.  D.  E.  Ensign,  E.  M.  I.,  1888>  of  McGrawville,  N.  Y.,  is  quite 
anxious  to  locate  an  Eclectic  or  two  in  his  neighborhood,  in  excellent 
places,  where  there  is  business  from  the  start     Write  him. 

Doctor: 

Your  library  is  not  complete  without  the  Hypnotic  Magazine. 
Cost  of  this  handsome  monthly,  including  premium  book  on  Sug- 
gestive Therapeutics  is  only  One  Dollar  ($1.00)  a  year. 

THE  PSYCHIC  PUBLISHING  CO. 

57  Fifth  Avenne,  CHICAGO. 
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RACYCLE,  Middletown,  0. 
Special  Ra  cycles,       -  $100 

Racycles,  ...  75 
Bicycles,  -  50 

SEND   FOR   CATALOGUE. 
New  York  Agency,        108  Fulton  St 
Chicago  Agency,        323  Wabash  At. 
Wash.,  D.  C,  Agency,  Thomas  Circle. 
Cincinnati  Agency,  Bandle  Arms  Co. 

MIAMI  CYCLE 
&  Manuf.  Co. 

Middletown,  Ohio. 

We  want  Agents  in  every  city  and 
town  in  the  country. 
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ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


ECTOPIC  GESTATION.- Representative  Illustrated  Cases. 
By  Prof.  L.  E.  Russell,  n.  D.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

NORMAL  pregnancy  indicates  a  pregnancy  in  which  conception 
has  taken  place  within  the  womb. 

Tubal  pregnancy  is  an  abnormal  condition  in  which  the  gestation 
is  developing  in  any  part  of  the  salpingian  tube. 

Tubo-Ovarian  gestation  is  a  term  used  to  indicate  that  gestation 
has  taken  place  at  the  fimbriated  extremity  of  the  fallopian  tube,  and 
in  conjunction  with  its  attachment  to  the  ovary — distal  end  of  tube. 

Tubo-  Uterine  gestation  denotes  a  development  of  the  embryo  near 
the  cornua  of  the  womb,  but  partly  within  the  tube. 

Ectopic  gestation  is  a  term  used  by  gynaecologists  to  designate  any 
and  all  abnormal  conditions  of  conception,  and  includes  in  its  defini- 
tion tubal,  tuboovarian,  tubo  uterine,  abdominal,  and  ovarian,  if  such 
later  condition  existed.  Ectopia  is  a  Greek  word,  from  "ectopos," 
meaning  out  of  place — ectopic  gestation,  abnormal  pregnancy.  It  is 
not  the  intention  of  the  author  of  this  paper  to  offer  theories  in  regard 
to  conception  in  a  normal  pregnancy,  but  the  conditions  of  the  "con- 
gress" of  ovum  and  spermatozose  in  the  normal  gestation  must  be  the 
same  in  any  form  of  pregnancy — ectopic  gestations. 

We  have  indicated  other  conditions  than  the  natural  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  embryo  and  foetus,  and  we  must  now,  as  briefly  as  possi- 
ble, show  that  these  abnormal  pregnancies  are  fraught  with  great 
danger,  and  require  the  very  best  skill  we  possess,  in  every  case,  to 
rescue  the  pregnant  woman  from  an  untimely  grave,  or  save  her  from 
being  an  invalid  for  lifa  Have  we  in  ectopic  gestations  the  same 
general  indications  of  normal  pregnancy?  If  not,  in  what  way  do 
vol.  lvil— 36 
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they  differ,  and  what  conditions  may  we  expect,  indicative  of  the  ecto- 
pic pregnancy?  What  are  the  dangers  to  the  ectopic  pregnant  woman? 
These  questions  will  find  an  answer  in  the  illustrated  cases  that  are 
the  foundation  for  this  article  on  Ectopic  Gestation. 

Case  1. — Mrs.  C,  aged  32,  mother  of  two  children,  one  eight,  the 
other  three  years,  also  a  miscarriage  at  third  month,  about  one  year 
ago.  She  had  been  menstruating  in  a  normal  manner  up  to  three 
months  ago,  when  she  menstruated  for  a  day,  and  then  suppression  of 
menses  for  about  a  week,  followed  by  a  recurrence  which  lasted  "off 
and  on"  for  three  weeks.  Menstruation  re  appeared  about  seven 
weeks  from  the  first  irregular  period,  and  was  on  continuously  for  the 
next  seven  weeks,  with  a  mixed  discharge  from  the  vagina  of  dark 
colored  blood  and  small  shreds  of  the  decidua.  She  was  attended  by 
physicians  who  diagnosed  the  case  as  one  of  abortion,  and  one  sug- 
gested curetting  the  womb,  but  was  discharged  from  the  case.  I  was 
called  in  consultation  at  about  the  twelfth  week  from  the  time  of  the 
first  irregular  menstrual  epoch.  We  found  a  scanty  flow  of  darkish 
colored  blood,  mixed  with  shreds  of  decidua.  There  was  a  left  lateral 
enlargement  extending  up  into  the  left  iliac  region,  and  some  enlarge- 
ment of  the  womb,  showing  a  depth  of  four  and  one-half  inches.  On 
making  a  bimanual  examination,  the  ectopic  gestation  was  fairly  well 
diagnosticated.  There  was  much  soreness  over  the  abdomen,  and  the 
patient  was  reduced  by  the  constant  hemorrhage  of  twelve  weeks 
duration. 

On  account  of  the  unsanitary  condition  of  the  little  home,  the  pa- 
tient was  advised  to  enter  the  St.  Elizabeth  Hospital,  at  Dayton,  0., 
where  she  could  have  the  care  of  the  nurses  and  the  hospital  surgeons. 
She  remained  in  the  hospital  about  three  weeks,  and  was  returned 
home,  with  the  message  that  the  hospital  surgeons  had  made  a  care- 
ful examination,  and  that  the  pregnancy  was  normal.  She  had,  at 
the  time  of  her  return  home,  a  temperature  of  108°  in  afternoons  and 
nights,  followed  by  night  sweats ;  and  in  the  morning  severe  chills, 
amounting  to  extreme  rigors. 

I  was  again  called  in  consultation,  and  on  making  a  careful  exami- 
nation we  confirmed  our  first  diagnosis  of  ectopic  pregnancy,  and  de- 
cided that  the  foetus  was  dead ;  that  the  chills  were  due  to  septic  poi- 
soning from  the  decaying  foetus ;  and  the  septic  blebs  which  covered 
the  whole  body  were  a  confirmation  of  the  septic  poisoning. 

The  patient  was  now  too  feeble  to  be  out  of  bed,  and  as  it  was  oat 
of  the  question  to  again  remove  her  to  a  hospital,  the  operation  was 
performed  in  a  little  eight  by  ten  room,  which  had  been  washed  out, 
and  in  which  a  hospital  cot  was  placed.  An  incision  six  inches  long 
was  made  in  the  median  line,  as  will  be  noticed  by  reference  to  Fig. 
1.  The  incision  was  made  as  speedily  as  possible  down  to  the  perito- 
neum. After  the  flow  of  blood  was  controlled,  the  peritoneum  was 
opened  with  much  difficulty,  as  the  septic  peritonitis  had  agglutinized 
the  omentum,  intestines,  and  abdominal  parietal  wall  so  firmly  that 


Fig.  1. 
patient  six  weeks  after  operation, — abdominotomy.. 
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the  fingers  and  handle  of  the  scalpel  were  required  to  dtesect  into  the 
middle  of  the  abdominal  cavity.  We  were  soon  rewarded  by  a  dis- 
charge of  about  a  quart  of  very  offensive  pus,  and  the  appearance  of 
the  decaying  five  months  foetus,  which  was  lifted  out  of  this  pus  cav- 
ity, and  which  is  represented  by  Fig.  2.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the 
decay  of  the  child  was  well  advanced,  as  the  skin  was  falling  off  from 
its  arms,  and  the  eyes  and  viscera  were  nearly  all  destroyed. 

The  placenta  was  removed,  together  with  the  child,  and  also  the 
gestation  sack  At  this  stage  of  the  operation  there  was  a  very  active 
hemorrhage,  which  for  a  time  appeared  alarming.  I  therefore  pushed 
the  left  hand  down  back  of  the  enlarged  and  adherent  womb,  into  the 
Douglas  cul-de  sac,  and  with  scissors  in  the  right  hand,  entered  the 
vagina  and  cut  through,  allowing  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand  to  press 
laterally  the  uterine  arteries. 

As  soon  as  the  hemorrhage  was  lessened,  a  yard  and  a  half  of  full- 
width  iodoform  gauze  was  introduced  into  the  abdomen,  and  the  lower 
end  pulled  down  into  the  vagina.  The  upper  end  of  the  gauze  was 
folded  fan-like  and  pressed  down  behind  the  womb  and  filled  the  pus 
cavity,  from  whence  the  foetus  had  been  removed.  The  abdominal 
and  pelvic  cavities  were  wiped  out  with  dry  antiseptic  gauze.  The 
abdominal  wound  was  united  with  silk-worm  gut,  and  dressed  secun- 
dum artem,  and  the  patient  was  placed  in  bed.  The  gauze  drainage 
was  pulled  down  through  the  vagina  each  day,  four  or  six  inches  each 
time,  until  all  was  removed.  The  temperature  which  had  been  as 
high  as  104°  for  several  days,  did  not  reach  again  the  100  mark,  and 
patient  made  an  uneventful  recovery,  as  will  be  noticed  by  reference 
to  Fig.  I,  photo  engraving,  which  was  taken  six  weeks  after  the  op- 
eration. 

Case  2. — Mrs.  B.,  aged  26,  mother  of  two  children,  the  younger 
two  years  of  aga  Menstruation  had  been  normal  and  regular  for 
months,  up  to  the  last  period,  which  had  passed  about  ten  days,  when 
there  were  signs  of  menstruation,  which  ceased  after  the  first  day,  fol 
lowed  with  an  uneasy  bearing  down  pain  in  the  pelvis.  She  had  ex- 
perienced some  morning  sickness  and  disturbance  as  in  other  preg- 
nancies. About  ten  days  after  the  appearance  of  the  last  monthly, 
she  was  lifting  a  stove,  when  she  felt  something  pricking  her  in  the 
right  side,  a  severe  burning  pain,  and  she  said  "something  gave  way." 
She  lay  down  on  the  bed,  but  the  pain  and  soreness  in  the  abdo- 
men increased,  until  she  broke  out  in  a  severe  diaphoresis ;  the  cloth- 
ing was  moistened  by  the  cold,  clammy  sweat,  and  she  became  un- 
conscious. 

Dr.  Austin  was  called  to  attend  the  case.  He  found  the  patient 
pulseless,  the  face  and  lips  blanched,  eyes  glassy,  tongue  dry  and 
white,  shock  very  profound.  He  made  a  vaginal  examination,  and 
found  an  absence  of  blood  in  the  vagina,  but  in  the  Douglas  cul-de- 
sac  there  was  a  bulging,  tumor-like  mass,  and  the  patient  was  strain- 
ing" all  the  time  as  though  trying  to  pass  something  from  the  bowels 
or  bladder.     She  was  deathly  sick  at  the  stomach,  and  vomiting. 
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I  was  called  in  consultation  and  confirmed  the  diagnosis  of  ectopic 
gestation.  The  bowels  were  greatly  tympanitic  and  very  sore  over 
the  abdomen;  she  was  still  bleeding  internally.  Hypodermics  of 
strychnine,  brandy,  digitalis,  eta,  were  given,  and  an  enema  of  warm 
saline  solution. 

It  was  decided  that  we  should  operate  at  once,  as  the  dangerous  in- 
ternal hemorrhage  continued.  An  improvised  operating  table  was 
made  and  the  patient,  anaesthetized,  was  placed  in  the  lithotomy  po- 
sition, with  hips  well  down  to  the  lower  edge  of  the  tabla  A  modi- 
fied Sims'  speculum  was  introduced  into  the  vagina,  and  the  bluish, 
blanched  uterine  cervix  was  easily  found,  pushed  up  under  the  pubic 
arch  by  the  large  clots  of  blood  in  the  pelvis. 

A  strong  thong  of  silk,  in  a  curved  needle,  was  introduced  through 
the  uterine  cervix,  and  used  as  a  guy  rope  to  manipulate  the  womb. 
The  large  curved  scissors  were  used  to  open  into  the  Douglas  cul-de- 
sac,  when  a  stream  of  blood  and  blood  clots  gushed  out  with  force, 
throwing  free  blood  four  to  six  feet  in  a  solid  stream. 

The  little  embryo.  Fig.  3.,  No.  5.,  escaped  with  one  of  the  blood- 
clots.  At  No.  1.,  in  the  proximal  end  of  the  tube,  will  be  found  the 
opening  or  rupture  of  the  tube  and  the  point  of  escape  of  the  embryo 
and  blood. 

The  wound  in  the  Douglas  cul-de-sac  was  enlarged  laterally  to  a 
sufficient  size  to  turn  the  womb  backward  with  tenacula  down  out  into 
the  vagina.  The  tube  was  easily  coaxed  down  and  out  into  the  vagi- 
na, and  a  ligature,  placed  close  to  the  cornua  of  the  womb,  controlled 
the  hemorrhage.  The  tube  and  ovary  and  specimen  were  all  removed 
and  the  womb  turned  back  into  its  normal  position  and  pushed  up  as 
high  as  possible.  The  pelvic  cavity  was  wiped  dry  with  gauze,  and 
the  cavity  packed  with  a  yard  of  iodoform  gauze,  which  acted  as  a 
very  efficient  drainage  for  the  clots  and  the  remaining  free  blood  in  the 
abdominal  and  pelvic  cavity.  The  patient  was  very  little  shocked  by 
this  mode  of  operating,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  the  proper  method  of 
dealing  with  these  cases.  She  made  a  speedy  recovery  and  now  en- 
joys excellent  health. 

Case  3. — Mrs.  G.,  aged  23,  married  four  years,  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren. Had  a  miscarriage  about  six  months  ago,  menstruation  had 
been  regular  since  miscarriage  up  to  the  last  month,  at  which  time 
there  was  a  slight  show  for  several  days,  and  much  soreness  in  the 
womb  and  appendages.  Some  two  weeks  after  the  cessation  of  the 
last  abnormal  menstruation,  the  patient  was  walking  and  took  a  mis. 
step,  when  she  noticed  a  severe  cutting  pain  in  the  right  side.  She 
was  obliged  to  sit  down  for  some  time  before  she  could  move  without 
fainting.  The  next  day  a  slight  vaginal  hemorrhage  was  noticeable, 
and  severe  bearing  down  pains  were  present.  She  could  not  tell  whe- 
ther it  was  in  the  womb  or  the  bowels  that  caused  the  bearing  down 
pains.  Three  weeks  from  the  time  of  the  first  rupture  there  was 
a  secondary  hemorrhage  early  in  the  morning,  as  the  patient  was 
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turning  over  in  bed.  She  said  she  felt  something  "give  way,"  and 
then  the  colicky  pains  commenced. 

When  called  to  the  case,  I  found  the  patient's  face  blanched,  lips 
almost  white,  pulse  barely  perceptible  and  flickering,  abdomen  much 
distended,  tympanitic  in  upper  part,  but  on  percussion  marked  dull- 
ness in  the  lower  half.  Per  vaginum,  a  fullness  of  the  posterior  part 
of  the  vagina,  so  much  so  that  it  seemed  as  though  there  was  a  large 
tumor  in  Douglas  pouch  pressing  outward.  The  abdomen  was  very 
sore  and  the  pains  were  terrible ;  nausea  and  thirst  were  present ;  pa- 
tient very  restless. 

At  time  of  operation  temperature  was  subnormal,  and  it  looked  use- 
less to  expect  anything  from  delay  in  performing  the  operation. 

Patient  was  anaesthetized  and  placed  on  a  table  in  the  dorsal  posi- 
tion with  hips  well  down  to  the  foot  of  the  table.  The  speculum  was 
introduced,  and  the  same  bloodless  appearance  of  the  vaginal  and 
uterine  tissues  was  present.  The  guy -rope  was  introduced,  and  a  free 
opening  made  into  the  Douglas  pouch,  when  the  clots  of  blood,  free 
blood,  and  the  foetus,  represented  in  Fig.  4.,  passed  into  the  wound 
and  vagina,  and  was  removed.  The  womb  was  somewhat  enlarged, 
but  with  the  opening  extended  laterally  I  was  able  to  place  at  the  fun- 
dus of  the  womb  the  double-toothed  tenacula,  and  hooked  the  womb 
over  backwards  and  out  into  the  vagina  where  the  tube  and  ovary,  re- 
presented in  the  photo- engraving  were  removed.     See  Fig.  4. 

The  womb  was  then  returned,  and  the  iodoform  gauze  packed  as  de- 
scribed in  case  2,  and  the  patient  was  placed  in  bed.  She  rallied  very 
nicely  from  the  anaesthetic,  and  made  a  speedy  recovery. 

From  the  foregoing  illustrations,  representative  cases  of  abdominal, 
tubal,  and  tuboovarian  pregnancies,  we  may  review  some  of  the  con- 
ditions manifest  in  ectopic  gestation  as  follows : 

1.  History  of  abnormal  menstruation,  followed  by  monorrhagia. 

2.  Discharge  of  decidual  shreds  and  a  tendency  to  a  continuous 
bleeding  from  the  womb. 

3.  Enlargement  of  the  abdomen  in  the  right  or  left  iliac  region. 

4.  The  "rupture  pain,"  when  the  tube  gives  way  and  spills  out  the 
embryo,  and  allows  the  bleeding  at  place  of  rupture  in  which  the  pel- 
vic and  abdominal  cavities  may  be  well  filled  with  clots  and  free  blood. 

5.  Intense  soreness  over  the  abdomen,  with  tympanitic  conditions 
manifest  on  percussion  over  the  upper  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  dull- 
ness in  the  lower,  and  pelvic  cavity,  metrorrhagia  on  account  of  the 
hemorrhage. 

6.  The  constant  sensation  as  though  something  wanted  to  pass  the 
bowels  or  bladder,  with  no  relief  on  evacuation  of  both. 

7.  The  blanched  face,  labored  respiration,  with  sighing,  the  hem- 
orrhagic pulse,  or  pulseless  condition  in  extreme  cases. 

8.  The  excessive  clammy  perspiration,  the  constant  desire  for  wa- 
ter, the  general  appearance  of  profound  shock. 

9.  The  bulging  into  the  vagina  of  the  blood  clot  in  Douglas  pouch. 
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10.  The  slightly  enlarged  womb,  with  extra  depth,  and  a  soft  cer- 
vix with  a  patulous  os  uteri. 

11.  The  evidence  of  peritonitis,  which  follows  in  nearly  all  of  these 


12.  Death  may  be  caused  by  profound  shock,  hemorrhage,  septicae- 
mia, peritonitis,  etc. 

13.  Hasmatoma,  or  hematocele,  is  an  effect  in  pelvic  lesions,  and 
should  be  charged  up  to  ectopic  gestation. 

In  conclusion,  in  examinations  of  pelvic  lesions  of  women  of  child- 
bearing  age,  the  possibility  of  ectopic  gestation  should  always  be  con- 
sidered. A  sudden  attack  of  pain  in  either  side  of  the  parturient 
woman,  like  the  stab  of  a  knife,  followed  by  faintness,  shock  and  sore- 
ness over  the  abdomen,  with  the  tympanitic,  rumbling  condition  of 
the  bowels,  and  cramping,  cutting  pain,  Should  always  be  a  warning 
of  the  possibility  of  an  ectopic  gestation. 


CHRONIC    RHEUMATISM. 
By  Prof.  Lyman  Watklns,  n.  D.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

THE  treatment  of  chronic  diseases  by  specific  medication  is  a  sub- 
ject which  has  given  rise  to  considerable  discussion  in  so-much, 
that  many  have  doubted  the  utility  of  this  method  in  chronic  troubles. 
But  the  specific  treatment  in  all  diseases,  whether  they  be  acute  or 
chronic,  is  becoming  more  and  more  in  evidence,  for  the  treatment  of 
names  is  Blowly  being  recognized  as  unscientific  and  unsuccessful. 
To  give  a  collection  of  symptoms  which  occur  frequently  and  with  a 
considerable  resemblance,  a  distinctive  name  is  all  very  well  and 
sometimes  helpful,  but  to  thereafter  treat  the  name  as  a  disease  with- 
out regard  to  variation  of  symptoms  is  neither  rational  nor  scientific. 
To  observe  the  morbid  condition  carefully,  differentiate  the  symptoms 
and  give  the  indicated  remedy  is  the  proper  manner  in  which  to  treat 


Rheumatism  is  one  of  the  most  common  of  chronic  diseases,  yet  it 
is  evident  that  rheumatism  characterized  by  high  temperature,  swollen 
and  tender  joints,  heavily  coated  tongue,  and  constipated  bowels,  does 
not  require  the  same  treatment  as  rheumatism  with  normal  tempera- 
ture and  painless  joints,  or  rheumatism  confined  to  the  muscles,  or 
rheumatism  due  to  syphilitic  infection.  Each  case  should  be  treated 
according  to  the  symptomatic  manifestations.  For  instance,  macrotys 
should  be  given  when  there  is  muscular  pain  in  the  back  and  limbs, 
open,  even  pulse,  without  increase  in  frequency,  skin  soft  and  moist 
Macrotys  is  one  of  the  remedies  that  may  be  indicated  in  chronic  rheu- 
matism, it  is  not  the  only  remedy,  nor  is  it  to  be  used  exclusively,  for 
other  remedies  may  be  indicated  at  the  same  time ;  macrotys  may  not 
cover  the  entire  ground.  It  is  a  mistaken  idea  that  because  macrotys 
is  the  remedy  for  muscular  rheumatism,  it  is  also  the  remedy  for  all 
forms  of  rheumatism,  and  the  physician  should  be  on  his  guard  against 
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routine  medication,  a  habit  readily  formed  but  hard  to  break.  Spe- 
cific medication  was  never  designed  for  the  l&zy  practitioner,  and  will 
never  prove  satisfactory  to  him  who,  because  he  has  cured  one  case 
with  a  certain  remedy,  continues  to  prescribe  the  same  remedy  for 
every  case  of  like  nature  without  regard  to  specific  symptoms.  Phy- 
sicians sometimes  say  to  me  that  they  have  never  been  able  to  obtain 
satisfactory  results  from  macrotys,  or  aconite,  or  bryonia  or  other  spe- 
cifics. No  doubt  they  speak  truthfully,  but  the  reason  for  this  is  that 
they  have  given  the  medicine  when  the  indications  were  not  marked, 
or  when  it  was  contra-indicated. 

Macrotys  is  not  indicated  in  rheumatism  until  the  inflammatory 
symptoms  have  subsided.  It  is  not  indicated  in  any  case  of  arthritis, 
nor  is  it  indicated  in  any  case  unless  we  have  muscular  pain,  head- 
ache, pulse  open  and  soft,  skin  soft  and  moist  Macrotys  has  long 
been  in  repute  for  the  cure  of  rheumatism.  One  Eclectic  author  says, 
"It  is  a  remedy  for  rheumatism  no  matter  where  located ;"  another, 
"It  is  valuable  in  many  cases  of  rheumatism  with  a  hot,  dry,  and  con- 
stricted skin."  But  macrotys  is  not  the  remedy  for  rheumatism  "no 
matter  where  located"  nor  when  there  is  a  "hot,  dry,  and  constricted 
skin."  This  confusion  of  authorities  and  lack  of  discrimination  has 
led  some  physicians  to  drop  macrotys  from  their  list  of  remedies  for 
the  treatment  of  rheumatism,  and  it  is  better  so,  for  the  administra- 
tion of  macrotys  when  not  indicated  or  when  contra- indicated  will,  in 
many  cases,  increase  the  sufferings  of  the  patient 

Macrotys  is  the  remedy  for  chronic  muscular  rheumatism  when  we 
have  the  indications,  and  he  who  waits  for  his  case  and  the  call  for 
macrotys  will  thereafter  remain  a  firm  friend  of  that  drug. 

Almost  any  agent  which  gives  permanent  relief  in  chronic  rheuma- 
tism must  be  persisted  in  for  a  considerable  time.  Failure  is  often 
due  to  lack  of  patience  in  continuing  the  treatment 

«It  is  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  diseases  that  specific  medication 
meets  the  severest  test,  for  in  many  cases  of  acute  disease  the  patient 
will  recover  without  treatment  and  does  recover  in  spite  of  treatment, 
but  in  chronic  troubles  which  will  not  recover  spontaneously,  and 
which  have  no  tendency  towards  improvement,  we  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  test  the  worth  of  our  remedies,  an  opportunity  we  should  gladly 
accept,  because  if  our  remedies  are  not  efficient  and  will  not  produce 
results  claimed,  we,  who  pin  our  faith  upon  specific  medication,  should 
be  the  first  to  discover  and  abandon  it. 

A  physician  learns  by  experience  to  be  cautious,  and  as  he  grows 
older  he  limits  his  materia  medica,  seeming  to  find  in  a  few  remedies 
all  that  he  needs  for  a  successful  practice.  This  is  because  he  learns 
remedies  and  diseases  more  thoroughly. 

Bebberis  Aquifolicm. — In  chronic  rheumatism  when  we  have  weak- 
ness, emaciation,  indigestion,  torpid  liver,  severe  muscular  pain,  tem- 
perature normal  or  sub-normal,  berberis  is  indicated,  especially  if 
there  is  a  syphilitic  taint. 
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Berberis  is  a  remedy  which  was,  years  ago,  laid  away  as  useless. 
Twenty  years  since,  Prof.  John  M.  Scudder  said  of  it :  "This  remedy 
slightly  stimulates  waste  and  excretion,  and  possesses  the  properties 
of  many  other  vegetable  alteratives.  It  has  been  extolled  and  widely 
sold  as  a  remedy  for  syphilis  and  scrofula,  but  has  not  fulfilled  the 
promises  made  for  it.  Like  many  other  things,  it  has  had  its  day  and 
will,  probably  pass  into  the  list  of  unused  medicines.  If  careful  study 
should  improve  our  knowledge  of  it,  it  will  gradually  find  its  proper 
place." 

Goes'  Materia  Medica  briefly  alludes  to  berberis  as  a  tonic  and  al- 
terative. Locke's  Materia  Medica  ignores  berberis  entirely,  and  the 
only  modern  writer  to  give  this  drug  anything  like  the  credit  it  de- 
serves is  Webster  in  his  Dynamical  Therapeutics.  He  says  (page  584)  : 
"This  remedy  sometimes  succeeds  marvelously  as  a  cure  for  chronic 
muscular  pain.  In  chronic  rheumatism,  which  has  refused  to  yield  to 
all  other  remedies,  it  should  be  tried.  A  valuable  adjuvant  is  the 
iodide  of  potassium,  itself  a  useful  remedy  in  chronic  rheumatism." 
At  the  present  time  berberis  is  rapidly  gaining  favor  and  will  give  the 
physician  who  finds  the  indications  much  satisfaction.  Berberis  does 
not  act  quickly  and  must  be  administered  perseveringly. 

Chronic  articular  rheumatism  is  considered  incurable  both  by  the 
laity  and  by  many  physicians.  The  failure  of  the  old  shot-gun  method 
of  prescribing  at  names  is  responsible  for  the  discouraging  views  taken 
in  regard  to  this  form  of  rheumatism.  Chronic  articular  rheumatism 
will  not  recover  of  itself.  It  is  a  disease  which  stubbornly  yields  little 
by  little  to  the  most  successful  form  of  treatment,  so  that  persistence 
and  patience  are  necessary  both  upon  the  part  of  the  patient  and  of 
the  physician.  In  fact,  it  is  not  uncommon  for  the  chronic  rheumatic 
to  remark  that  he  has  tried  all  the  doctors,  and  has  not  been  benefited. 
Then,  too,  he  is  often  met  with  a  rather  discouraging  reception  by  the 
physician  who  does  not  hold  out  much  hope  for  relief.  Hence,  chronic 
articular  rheumatism  has  become  a  standing  reproach  to  the  intelli- 
gence and  ability  of  the  medical  profession,  yet  there  is  no  disease 
that  will  yield  more  satisfactory  results  when  rightly  treated.  The 
principal  difficulty  lies  in  finding  the  indications.  Physicians  often 
attempt  too  much  at  one  time,  nor  does  the  patient  seem  satisfied  un- 
less he  is  taking  large  quantities  of  medicine,  when  in  fact,  the  single 
remedy,  or  at  most,  two  or  three  remedies,  are  all  that  is  needed  at 
any  one  time.  In  chronic  articular  rheumatism,  indications  change 
rapidly,  consequently  the  patient  should  be  kept  under  close  observa- 
tion. When  this  is  done,  the  treatment  will  prove  both  efficient  and 
curative, 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  name  all  the  remedies  that  might  be  indicated 
in  chronic  articular  rheumatism,  for  this  would  take  us  beyond  the 
proper  limits  of  a  journal  article,  besides  these  remedies  and  their  in- 
dications can  be  found  in  Eclectic  works  generally,  as  well  as  in  the 
writer's  recent  work,    "A  Compendium  of  Specific  Medication."     At- 
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tention  is,  therefore,  called  only  to  a  few  specifics  most  likely  to  be 
indicated. 

Actium  lappa. — When  there  is  a  feeble  and  impaired  cutaneous  cir- 
culation, shown  by  red  areas  on  parts  subjected  to  pressure,  the  skin 
over  such  areas  not  [returning  to  its  normal  color  for  some  time  after 
the  pressure  is  removed ;  if  the  skin  be  pressed  upon  with  the  point  of 
the  finger,  a  red  spot  will  appear  which  does  not  disappear  for  a  while ; 
the  skin  is  inelastic  and  doughy,  and  if  pinched  the  fold  remains  for  a 
considerable  time,  perhaps  a  day  or  two.  The  patient  also  shows  signs 
of  impaired  nutrition  and  lack  of  assimilation.  In  such  cases  specific 
actium  in  half-teaspoonful  doses  three  times  a  day  will  not  fail  to  give 
favorable  results.  The  skin  will  resume  its  normal,  healthy  condition, 
the  digestive  organs  will  assume  a  healthy  activity,  the  rheumatic 
pains  will  fade  away,  and  the  patient  will  tread  the  streets  with  the 
buoyancy  of  renewed  youth,  restored  in  all  but  structural  lesions. 

Locke's  Materia  Medicasays  of  this  remedy  (page  360)  :"It  (actium) 
is  a  much  neglected  alterative.  It  directly  influences  the  renal  ap- 
paratus, relieving  irritation,  increasing  the  flow  of  urine,  and  assisting 
in  eliminating  morbid  material  It  should  be  given  for  a  considerable 
period." 

Scudder's  Materia  Medica  says  (page  481) :  "It  is  a  very  excellent 
remedy,  though  very  little  used  by  most  physicians.  It  is  simple, 
mild,  and  unirritating  in  operation  upon  the  system,  but  is  undoubt- 
edly capable  of  exerting  a  highly  sanative  influence  upon  the  nutri- 
tious fluids  and  upon  the  constitution  generally  by  virtue  of  its  depu- 
rant,  resolvent,  and  detergent  qualities.  It  is  not  adapted  to  the  re- 
lief of  acute  diseases,  its  beneficent  action  being  manifested  only  after 
long  continued  use." 

Webster's  Dynamical  Therapeutics  (page  511)  says,  "Actium  acts 
upon  muscular  and  fibroue  tissue  to  relieve  rheumatism.  It  acts  best 
in  chronic  articular  rheumatism  where  there  has  been  no  permanent 
change  about  the  joints  from  previous  inflammatory  action.  *  *  I 
have  known  some  stubborn  cases  of  chronic  rheumatism  cured  by  this 
remedy.', 

Another  drug  which  has  its  own  peculiar  and  limited  sphere  of  ac- 
tion is  guaiacum.  That  guaiacum  would  cure  some  cases  of  rheuma- 
tism and  not  others  has  been  known  for  many  years,  but  it  has  re- 
mained for  specific  medication  to  point  out  just  the  kind  of  cases  guai- 
acum will  cure,  and  thus  prevent  disappointment  arising  from  hope- 
fully administering  this  remedy  in  cases  where  it  will  do  no  good. 
The  indications  for  guaiacum  are :  dry  skin,  swollen  and  tender  joints, 
swelling  and  tenderness  of  the  tonsils,  a  feeling  of  dryness  and  stiff- 
ness in  the  throat  with  pain  on  swallowing.  Guaiacum  in  ten  drop 
doses  of  the  specific  medicine  every  three  or  four  hours  will  relieve  the 
patient  and  gratify  the  physician,  and  will  be  given  with  a  confidence 
to  which  the  routine  doctor  is  stranger.  Evidence  as  to  the  efficiency 
of  guaiacum  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  articular  rheumatism  is  plen- 
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tiful  in  the  older  medical  works,  but  on  account  of  the  many  failures 
of  this  remedy  to  fulfil  expectations,  it  has  passed  out  of  active  use. 
These  cases  are  easily  accounted  for,  and  also  an  occasional  success, 
since  it  only  proves  curative  when  given  according  to  indications. 

Specific  arnica  is  indicated  when  there  is  a  feeling  of  soreness  in  the 
joints  as  though  they  had  been  bruised,  dull,  aching  pain,  increased 
by  movement.  The  "arnica  cases"  are  so  markedly  and  rapidly  re- 
lieved that  when  a  physician  once  meets  a  typical  case  he  never  for- 
gets it  We  find  our  patient  sitting  in  his  cushioned  chair  with  a  look 
of  pain  on  his  face.  He  complains  of  soreness  in  his  joints,  and  says 
that  they  feel  as  though  they  had  been  pounded.  He  is  fearful  that 
you  are  going  to  touch  or  move  his  limbs,  and  begins  to  warn  you 
away  as  soon  as  you  approach.  Any  movement  of  the  affected  part 
increases  the  pain,  which  is  not  acute,  but  dull,  heavy,  and  aching. 
You  then  give  him  arnica,  drops  ten,  specific  medicine,  to  four  ounces 
of  water.  Dose,  teaspoonful  every  two  or  three  hours ;  and  when  you 
return  the  next  day  you  are  met  with  a  cheerful  welcome  and  the  re- 
mark, "Doctor,  I  am  very  much  better." 

Dulcamara  is  another  remedy  to  be  mentioned  in  this  connection. 
The  indications  are :  feeble  circulation,  diminished  perspiration  with 
uriniferous  odor,  feet  and  hands  cold  and  bluish,  fullness  of  tissues 
with  tendency  to  oedema.  Dose,  half-teaspoonf  ul  of  the  specific  med- 
icine every  four  hours. 

No  Eclectic  authorities,  to  my  knowledge,  refer  to  dulcamara  as  be- 
ing of  service  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  rheumatism,  and  yet  there 
is  no  remedy  that  more  satisfactorily  relieves  the  disease  when  we  have 
the  indications,  but  these  we  must  bava  The  time  is  past  for  admin- 
istering remedies  without  special  reason,  haphazard,  and  at  random, 
or  because  they  have  been  used  by  some  one  else,  not  knowing  why, 
and  he  who  expects  to  accomplish  cures  by  luck  must  often  fail. 

The  list  of  remedies  for  chronic  rheumatism  is  by  no  means  ex- 
hausted by  what  has  been  said,  and  there  are  many  other  specifics 
which  are  at  times  indicated.  These  remarks  are  intended  to  point 
out  the  way  for  a  successful  treatment  of  this  disease  by  specific  med- 
ication. A  new  era  is  arising  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  rheumatism, 
and  in  the  near  future  let  us  hope  that  this  affection  will  be  placed 
with  the  curable  diseases. 


TWO   CASE5    FROM   PRACTICE. 
By  B.  AfcWhlnney,  n.  D„  Union  City,  Ind. 

CASE  1. — One  beautiful  Sunday  morning  in  June,  after  having 
been  here  three  days,  Mr.  G.  called  at  the  door,  asking  me  if  I 
could  do  anything  for  his  stomach.  I  invited  him  in,  told  him  we 
were  just  moving,  and  had  no  office,  no  medicine  only  a  small  hand- 
case,  no  bottles — in  fact,  was  in  no  shape  whatever  to  prescribe  for 
him.     He  implored  me,  saying  he  came  to  me  because  he  had  heard 
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that  an  Eclectic  doctor  was  coming  to  town,  and  had  since  heard  that 
I  was  the  man.  He  had  been  told  by  some  friend  that  if  he  ever  got 
an  opportunity  to  consult  an  Eclectic,  to  do  so,  and  he  could  cure  him. 
He  said  that  he  would  do  any  way  to  get  relief,  suggesting  that  I 
could  write  him  a  prescription.  He  further  said  he  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  to  a  "stomach  specialist,"  but  now,  by 
some  God  send  he  had  found  an  Eclectic  to  try.  This  of  course  roused 
my  ambition  and  stimulated  me  to  do  something.  I  accordingly  told 
him  to  proceed  with  his  case,  and  give  me  every  detail  of  the  symp- 
toms. He  said  he  had  been  the  round  of  the  doctors  here  (some  ten 
or  twelve),  with  no  benefit. 

He  had  been  complaining  for  a  number  of  years  with  a  heaviness 
about  an  hour  after  meals,  as  though  he  had  swallowed  a  stone,  fol- 
lowed by  a  burning  in  the  stomach  and  along  the  oesophagus — hot 
water  flowing  from  the  mouth,  and  making  him  feel  most  miserable. 
This  would  subside  after  a  few  hours,  followed  by  belching  a  sour, 
green  material ;  he  then  felt  as  though  he  had  a  ball  in  the  throat,  and 
if  it  could  be  removed  he  would  feel  better.  He  had  learned  to  intro- 
duce his  finger  and  produce  vomiting,  which  would  give  relief.  This 
routine  of  symptoms  would  be  repeated  every  day,  accompanied  at 
the  same  time  with  constant  headache,  backache,  constipation,  and 
emaciation.  I  forgot  to  state  that  this  man  was  30  years  old,  married, 
clerk  in  a  large  dry  goods  house,  and  was  of  one  of  the  best  families, 
living  on  the  best  that  the  land  afforded,  but  had  not  eaten  a  morsel 
of  pastry  for  three  years ;  greasy  meats  and  vegetables  would  aggra- 
vate these  attacks. 

This  was  about  the  extent  of  the  examination  I  gave  him  that  morn- 
ing. He  also  said  he  had  not  been  without  the  headache  for  six 
montha  As  this  was  my  first  case  in  this  city,  I  was  anxious  to  do 
the  best.  Remembering  Prof.  Locke's  neutralizing  cordial,  and  Prof. 
Bloyer's  nux  and  podophyllin,  I  wrote  the  prescription  thus  : 

R  Neutralizing  cordial, §  ij. 

Specific  podophyllum, 3  ss. 

Specific  nux, gtt  x.  M. 

Sig.  Teaspoonful  before  meals  and  before  retiring. 

This  was  very  effective  for  the  next  few  days.  He  reported  the 
headache  and  constipation  gone,  with  only  slight  attacks  of  the  burn- 
ing. Of  course  I  felt  about  as  good  as  the  patient,  for  he  told  me  he 
had  received  more  benefit  from  that  bottle  of  medicine  than  from  all 
he  had  taken  from  the  other  doctors.  He  continued  this  prescription 
for  several  weeks,  alternating  it  at  times  with  a  tablet  composed  of 
quinine,  nux,  and  sulphur.  Of  course  the  diet  and  drink  were  restricted 
to  such  as  would  be  the  least  liable  to  bring  on  the  attacks,  and  espe- 
cially no  drinks  while  eating  nor  immediately  afterwards.  At  times 
he  seemed  satisfied  and  happy,  thinking  he  had  struck  the  Eureka  in 
the  Eclectic  doctor ;  at  other  times  he  would  be  sullen  and  morose, 
thinking  he  would  always  be  thus,  until  one  evening  he  came  into  my 
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office,  using  language  that  would  not  be  appropriate  here  nor  in  Sun- 
day school ;  said  he  was  mad,  not  at  me,  but  just  mad ;  was  out  of 
medicine,  and  didn't  know  what  to  da  He  was  utterly  discouraged 
beyond  measure. 

I  told  him  the  crisis  had  come,  and  the  thing  to  do  was  to  lavage 
his  stomach  thoroughly ;  showed  him  the  tube,  told  him  how  we  would 
use  it,  and  what  we  would  expect  to  find.  He  suggested  using  it  at 
once.  He  had  just  eaten  supper,  and  I  advised  him  to  wait  until  the 
next  day,  and  be  here  at  10  a.  m.,  and  we  would  wash  out  his  stomach 
thoroughly.  He  wanted  something  to  stop  the  headache,  and  give 
present  relief  for  the  stomach.  So  I  gave  him  acetanilid  compound 
20  grs,  and  bicarb,  soda  5  grs.  at  one  dose ;  told  him  to  go  home  and 
go  to  bed.  The  next  morning  promptly  at  10  he  appeared,  ready  to 
submit  to  anything  I  suggested.  Had  him  take  a  seat  in  the  chair, 
and  after  annointing  the  tube  worked  twenty  minutes  getting  it  into 
his  stomach.  The  perspiration  and  tears  poured  out  of  him  in  streams, 
his  face  was  red  as  fire,  and  the  nervous  system  was  thoroughly  roused. 
We  then  had  1}  gallons  solution  ready,  composed  of  bicarb,  sodium, 
chloride  sodium,  biborate  sodium,  and  fluid  hydrastis,  aa,  3 j  to  water 
Oj.  This  was  poured  into  his  stomach  and  siphoned  out  until  it  was 
quite  clean.  Tho  contents  removed  were  at  first  green,  sour,  and 
smelled  like  a  swill-tub  sitting  in  the  sun  in  August ;  later  it  was 
brown,  then  came  the  tenacious  mucus ;  he  expressed  it  as  about  as 
much  as  the  whites  of  12  eggs,  very  stringy,  could  be  lifted  out  of  the 
vessel  with  the  fingers.  He  was  much  exhausted  after  the  lavage;  I 
gave  him  immediately  nux  gi  j.,  bicarb,  soda  gr.  iij.,  and  filled  his 
first  prescription,  with  directions  the  same.  To  make  a  long  story 
short,  I  will  say  that  he  steadily  improved  from  that  time.  He  has 
since  had  his  stomach  lavaged  once  a  week  without  any  difficulty,  and 

takes —  R  Calisaya,  iron,  and  strychnine §ij. 

Neutralizing  cordial 5j-    M. 

Sig.  Teaspoonful  before  meals. 

Also  at  bedtime  a  powder  composed  of  bismuth  gr.  iij,  aloes  gr.  ss, 
hydrastis  gr.  j,  capsicum  gr.  J. 

He  can  eat  pastry,  meat,  and  anything  but  Limberg  cheese.  He  is 
so  happy  over  the  results  he  insisted  I  should  report  his  case  for  the 
Journal. 

Case  2. — The  exciting  time  is  the  time  when  great  presence  of  mind 
is  necessary.  I  will  just  cite  one  case  from  real  life.  A  young  dentist 
of  fine  reputation  recently  located  near  my  office.  He  was  equipped 
with  the  latest  anaesthetic,  instruments,  furniture,  and  knowledge  far 
superior  to  the  other  dentists  that  had  drifted  along  in  the  same  old 
pathway  they  had  trodden  when  getting  their  education  years  ago, 
making  no  strides  whatever  towards  evolution.  This  young  man  nat- 
urally was  successful,  and  drew  the  business  like  magic  One  morn- 
ing early  he  hastened  into  my  office  saying,"  Come  up  at  once;  I 
have  a  patient  gone  over,  and  I  can  not  rouse  him."     I  supposed  it 
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TUBO-OVABIAN   OB8TATION. 
No.  2-OetUtlon  pouch  in  the  fimbriated  extremity  of  the  tube. 
No.  3—  Fimbriated  extremity  of  tube. 
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was  just  a  case  of  feint,  and  hurried  up,  finding  a  man  probably  46, 
lying  in  his  chair  unconscious,  pulseless,  respiration  slow  and  weak. 
He  had  only  had  one  tooth  extracted,  the  dentist  saying  he  could  not 
account  for  bo  much  disturbance.  I  immediately  gave  him  hypoder- 
matically,  nitro-glyoerine  gr.  1-60.  This  brought  some  life  and  a  small 
pulse.  The  dentist  was  frightened,  thinking  that  if  the  man  died  in 
his  chair  he  would  be  ruined  and  would  have  to  leave  town  at  once. 
After  waiting  a  few  minutes,  I  was  preparing  to  give  him  strychnine, 
gr.  1-26,  when  suddenly  he  began  struggling,  arms  falling  by  his 
side,  eyes  turned  up,  jaw  dropped,  battling  in  the  throat,  and  appa- 
rently dying.  The  dentist  threw  up  his  hands,  saying,  "He  is  gone  1 
My  God !  I  am  a  ruined  man.     Doctor,  can  you  do  anything?" 

I  did  not  stop  nor  look  up,  but  added  to  my  strychnine  already  in 
the  syringe  three  1-100-gr.  nitro-  glycerine  tablets.  The  patient  seemed 
dead,  but  I  hurriedly  introduced  this  load  into  his  wrist.  In  three 
minutes  we  saw  life,  and  in  five  minutes  more  his  pulse  was  beating 
96  per  minute.  We  removed  the  man  to  a  cot,  where  he  rested  for  an 
hour,  and  then  went  home  rejoicing. 

The  next  day  the  dentist  said  he  used,  instead  of  his  regular  anaes- 
thetic, cocaine,  gr.  g,  hypodermatically  in  the  gums.  The  man  did 
not  swoon  away  for  several  minutes  after  the  tooth  was  taken  out ;  was 
sitting  up  expectorating  blood. 


A  FEW  THERAPEUTIC  FACTS  GATHERED  FROM  VARIOUS 

SOURCES. 
By  Prof.  Jos.  Adolphus,  n.  D.9  Atlanta,  Ga. 

(Continued  from  page  482.) 

ANOTHER  point  worthy  of  consideration  is  the  physiological 
relation  subsisting  between  the  liver  and  the  kidneys.  This 
relation  is  reciprocal  as  well  as  correlative.  Our  knowledge  of  all  the 
functions  the  liver  performs  in  the  organism  is  very  limited,  because 
for  centuries  we  have  attended  only  to  the  biliary  function.  After 
Bernard  discovered  the  glycogenic  function,  an  important  step  was 
taken  in  the  direction  {of  the  proper  study  of  the  hepatic  function. 
Then  Brown-Sequard  discovered  the  depurating  functions  of  the  liver, 
which  Bernard  followed  up  by  experiments  showing  that  when  the 
blood  of  the  portal  vein  of  a  dog,  in  full  digestion  after  a  proteid  meal, 
was  passed  into  the  jugular  vein  of  another  dog  during  the  hunger 
period,  the  second  dog  succumbed  to  some  subtle  poison  contained  in 
the  blood  obtained  from  the  first  dog.  However,  it  was  further  shown 
that  if  the  blood  was  taken  from  the  hepatic  vein  of  a  dog  in  full  pro- 
teid digestion,  and  passed  into  the  vein  of  another  dog,  the  result  was 
nil,  showing  that  after  the  blood  had  passed  from  the  digestive  tract 
through  the  hepatic  tract,  it  was  bereft  of  all  the  poisonous  properties 
the  first  blood  contained 
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At  the  present  time  it  is  believed  that  the  nitrogen  constituents  of  the 
food  is  worked  over  in  the  liver ;  that  a  great  deal  that  enters  the  por- 
tal blood  which  can  not  be  strictly  termed  urea,  though  a  nitrogenous 
waste  material  is,  after  passing  through  the  hepatic  cells,  evolved 
as  urea ;  hence,  part  of  the  work  of  the  liver  is  to  make  urea  out  of 
something  that  is  on  its  way  to  be  so  transformed  while  passing  through 
the  hepatic  lobules.  The  truth  of  this  statement  is  established  by 
numerous  and  accumulating  physiological  facts.  The  fact  is  that 
many  well  known  cholagogues  are  equally  pronounced  diuretics  of  the 
so  called  cholagogue  class ;  and  one  very  striking  result  of  proteid 
food  in  large  quantity  is  the  large  urinary  flow  that  follows  it 

Bernard  showed  that  urea  is  the  most  complete  diuretic  we  have, 
and  as  proteid  food  produces  urea  proportionately,  it  is  one  of  the  wise 
provisions  of  nature  to  get  rid  quickly  of  urea  by  making  an  active 
diuretic 

In  a  practical  sense,  the  treatment  must  be  in  keeping  with  that 
which  experience  shows  has  been  carried  out  successfully.  In  these 
times  of  eclectic  progress,  we  have  seen  the  value  of  properly  adjusted 
diet,  with  the  proper  quantity  of  proteids  and  fats,  as  well  as  carbo- 
hydrates, and  an  abundance  of  mild  diuretic  drinks  proper  for  each 
case.  One  of  the  first  things  is  to  clear  out  the  alimentary  tract  by 
using  some  mild  aperient  that  acts  on  the  liver  and  kidneys  also.  In 
my  experience,  nothing  is  superior  to  pure  rochelle  salts,  in  moderate 
doses,  say  one  to  two  drachms,  dissolved  in  two  to  four  fluid  ounces 
of  water,  and  repeated  every  hour  or  two. 

Regulation  of  the  food  is  of  paramount  importance  in  carrying  on 
the  processes  of  life.  Medicines  are  useful  as  aids  in  correcting  im- 
pairment of  the  assimilating  processes.  Medicines  stand  in  the  light 
of  intermediary  food ;  they  must  assist  the  organism  when  it  is  out  of 
order,  to  control  its  metabolism,  hastening  when  it  is  too  slow,  check- 
ing when  it  is  too  fast,  and  promoting  the  activity  of  what  may  be 
called  the  life  status ;  yet  science  has  yet  to  transform  medical  prac- 
tice into  the  status  of  precision  and  exactness.  But,  notwithstanding 
this  unavoidable  handicapping,  medical  practice  is  a  blessing  to  hu- 
manity, and  the  blessing  is  the  more  apparent  the  wiser  the  heads 
and  the  more  discreet  the  hands  that  administer  it        *        *       * 

The  first  point  to  be  considered  in  liver  and  kidney  disease  is  how 
to  feed  the  organism.  In  considering  this  question  the  fact  is  never 
to  be  lost  sight  of  that  the  organism  alone  can  feed  itself.  We  can 
prepare  the  food  to  be  used,  and  may  devise  preparations  and  combine 
proportions,  which  must  be  such  as  the  organism  can  use.  Never 
forget  this  important  fact,  the  organism  itself  uses  food. 

The  nitrogen  constituents  of  food  are  the  pivots  on  which  life  moves 
on.  In  the  normal  state  nitrogen  moves  the  wheels  of  life ;  in  too 
great  excess  it  clogs  them,  then  breaks  the  main-spring.  In  disease 
it  also  keeps  the  fires  of  life  going,  and  moves  the  wheels :  but  in  liver 
and  kidney  disease  nitrogen  wastes  accumulate  because  elimination  is 


Fio.  2. 

ECTOPIC  GESTATION,  j 
No.  1— PUrenUL    N.  2— Gestation;  8«ck ;  child  &K  months. 


THERAPEUTIC   FACTS.  543 

interfered  with  by  the  incapacity  of  the  two  chief  organs  intimately 
associated  with  the  removal  of  nitrogen  waste.  We  must  then  care- 
fully diminish  the  quantity  of  nitrogen  food  down  to  the  point  the  pa- 
tient's personal  equation  will  tolerate.  Some  men  can  live  and  work 
well  on  less  nitrogen  in  their  food  than  other  men  can  live  on.  The 
difference  is  not  understood,  but  some  men  can  assimilate  more  fat 
than  others,  and  do  well,  and  at  the  same  time  may  get  along  with 
less  nitrogen  in  their  food.  Some  men  can  eat  and  digest  much  larger 
quantities  of  sugar  and  amylaceous  food,  and  do  well,  with  less  pro- 
teid  and  fat  than  others. 

I  remember  occasionally  seeing  persons  snatched  from  the  very  jaws 
of  death  by  changes  in  food.  When  I  studied  such  cases  I  found  in 
one  the  sugar  abounded  largely,  in  another  fat  was  immensely  in- 
creased, and  in  still  others  proteid  was  the  principle  exclusively  taken. 
But  we  are  in  want  of  scientific  guides  to  direct,  yet  to  be  forewarned 
is  to  be  forearmed,  i.  i.,  knowledge  of  the  facts  above  stated  is  often 
the  source  of  successful  treatment 

Many  years  ago,  an  eminent  Scotch  lawyer  became,  through  hard 
work,  a  confirmed  dyspeptic.  From  a  man  of  towering  mental  brill- 
iancy and  depth,  he  fell  into  nearly  imbecility.  His  friends  were 
horror-stricken,  for  the  London  doctors  utterly  failed  to  do  him  any 
good.  Some  of  his  friends,  recently  returned  from  Switzerland  and 
somewhat  conversant  with  the  Buccess  of  treatment  prescribed  at  one 
of  the  Swiss  hygienic  institutes,  suggested,  as  a  dernier  resort,  to  take 
him  to  the  most  renowned  institute  of  the  kind  in  that  country,  located 
at  Berne.     Whither  he  was  sent 

The  treatment  administered  was  baths  of  various  temperatures,  plain 
food  mostly  vegetable,  massage  and  frictions  over  the  liver  and  kid- 
neys,  slapping  with  the  naked  hands  over  the  liver  and  kidneys,  plenty 
of  water,  open  air  exercise,  no  medicines  of  any  kind.  In  six  mouths 
he  returned  a  well  man.  He  wrote  an  article  which  he  published  m 
a  newspaper,  giving  a  history  of  his  case,  describing  his  condition, 
and  telling  in  the  kindest  paragraphs  how  the  London  doctors  failed 
to  do  him  any  good ;  then  graphically  recounted  the  various  treatment 
to  which  he  was  subjected  while  in  the  "Home"  in  Switzerland — how 
painful  the  slapping  over  his  abdomen  and  kidneys  was  at  first,  and 
how  agreeably  pleasant  it  became  after  a  few  weeks  under  the  influ- 
ence of  that  simple  but  odd  treatment — how  simple  was  his  food,  little 
meat,  hardly  a  "bite,"  and  what  "stuff"  at  first  he  thought  his  diet, 
until  he  was  improving  in  health,  then  appetite  gave  his  food  a  more 
pleasant  flavor.  His  recovery  was  as  marvelous  as  it  was  joyful,  and 
still  the  London  doctors  saw  nothing  more  in  it  than  novelty,  change 
of  scene  and  air,  and  a  carefully  managed  dietary. 

The  wisdom  and  instinct  of  the  public  saw  much  more  to  be  pleased 
with  than  the  London  doctors  professed  to  recognize.  Soon  hundreds 
of  the  British  nobility  and  wealthy  gentry,  in  whose  cases  the  learned 


544 


THERAPEUTIC  FA0T8. 


doctors  of  the  great  cities  and  medical  universities  of  the  country  had 
failed,  repaired  to  Berne  to  be  treated,  and  were  cured. 

It  is  well  to  remember  that  animal  proteids  provoke  destructive 
metabolism  much  more  actively  than  vegetable  proteids.  27  ounces 
of  good  bread  contain  about  a  like  quantity  of  proteid  as  16  ounces  of 
good  steak  free  of  fat.  When  a  dog  is  fed  a  pound  of  good  beef,  96 
per  cent,  of  the  nitrogen  appears  in  the  urine  in  24  hours.  When  the 
same  dog  is  fed  28  to  30  ounces  of  good  bread,  and  nothing  else,  67  to 
70  per  cent  of  the  nitrogen  appears  in  the  urine  during  the  next  90  to 
32  hours.  This  shows  that  vegetable  proteid  is  less  active  in  promot- 
ing metabolism  (katabolism)  than  animaL  Possibly  the  starch  and 
fat  in  the  bread  may  modify  the  katabolic  processes  of  the  organism. 
However,  adding  fat  to  the  beef  does  not  reduce  the  time  of  nitroge- 
nous metabolism,  because  the  nitrogen  in  the  beef  appears  in  the  urine 
as  quickly,  but  less  body  fat  may  be  used  up. 

Another  practical  point  I  may  present  is  this :  Four  pints  of  good 
grass- fed  cow's  milk  contains  about  as  much  proteid  as  half  a  pound 
of  beef  free  of  bone  and  fat.  This  quantity  of  beef  taken  during  the 
day  by  a  patient  with  a  lame  kidney,  even  admitting  that  but  a  small 
quantity  of  albumen  is  appearing  in  the  urine,  will  make  such  a  pa- 
tient very  ill,  and  may  cause  suppression,  or  very  nearly,  of  urine, 
fever,  pains,  severe  malaise,  and  taken  together  such  a  patient  may 
be  made  dangerously  ill.  However,  a  patient  with  a  lame  kidney- 
lame  even  to  a  greater  degree— may,  without  damrge,  take  during  the 
day  2  to  2}  pints  of  milk,  even  up  to  3  pints,  and  a  quantity  of  good, 
well  baked  light  bread,  possibly  from  8  to  12  ounces,  and  do  a  fair 
day's  work,  amounting  to  85,000  to  95,000  kilogrammes  of  work,  with 
ease  and  comfort  I  have  seen  many  such  cases,  and  frequently  ad- 
mired the  results,  and  rejoiced  in  the  science  that  suggested  it  The 
same  treatment  is  equally  serviceable  in  hepatic  disease  of  almost 
every  variety ;  the  exceptions  are  few  indeed. 

[To  be  oontinued.] 


HERNIA-  INCARCERATION— STRANGULATION. 
By  B.  L.  Simmons*  H.  D.9  Granville,  Tenn, 

SINCE  hernia  is  so  common,  it  seems  that  every  physician  should 
study  well  its  different  forms,  as  well  as  master  the  conditions 
accidentally  and  sometimes  inevitably  attendant  upon  a  rupture.  This 
paper  is  not  intended  to  enter  into  the  details  of  the  varieties  of  hernia, 
but  to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  in  a  brief  way,  between  simple  incar- 
ceration and  strangulation.  That  such  a  distinction  exists,  there  is 
no  doubt  That  our  text-books  and  college  professors,  as  a  rale, 
utterly  fail  to  differentiate  properly  is  beyond  question  to  the  writer's 
mind. 

Incarceration  and  strangulation  are  variously  used,  and  most  gen- 
erally used  synonymously.     Etymologically  they  differ.    Incarcera. 
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tion  is  the  act  of  incarcerating,  and  incarcerating  is  derived  from 
incarcerate,  which  means,  as  a  verb,  to  shut  up,  to  confine,  and  as  an 
adjective,  confined,  imprisoned.  Therefore,  when  applied  to  a  hernial 
condition  of  bowel  or  folds  of  omentum,  it  does  not  describe  the  mor- 
bid changes  taking  place  in  the  protruded  mass,  but  rather  refers  to 
the  rent  or  inclosure  of  the  protrusion. 

Not  so  with  strangulation.  Webster  says,  in  surgery  strangulation 
means  having  the  circulation  stopped  in  any  part  by  compression. 
Not  only  in  the  strangulated  bowel  is  the  circulation  stopped,  but  per- 
istalsis is  also  arrested.  To  state  it  differently,  no  strangulation  can 
exist  without  incarceration,  whereas  incarceration  may  exist  without 
strangulation.  Incarceration,  in  other  words,  is  the  genus ;  strangu- 
lation a  species. 

In  simple  incarceration  there  is  a  non-reducible  condition  of  the 
protruded  mas9  for  the  time  being.  The  patient  may  walk  about  ex- 
periencing no  inconvenience  except  a  sense  of  constriction  at  the  seat 
of  rupture,  or  he  may  be  confined  with  what  he  designates  a  colic. 
Nausea  and  vomiting  may  be  present  The  upper  bowels  are,  as  in 
strangulation,  confined.  The  tumor  is  tense,  and  may  or  may  not  be 
tender.  Noticeably  absent  are  those  conditions  so  expressive  of  stran- 
gulation, as  anxiety,  singultus,  stercoraceous  vomiting,  rapid  prostra- 
tion of  the  vital  powers,  etc. 

Treatment. — Our  textbooks  lay  down  many  remedial  agents  in 
connection  with  taxis  for  the  reduction  of  a  strangulated  bowel.  I  am 
not  an  authority ;  1  do  not  make  pretensions  in  that  direction ;  but  I 
am  an  eclectic,  and  have  a  right  to  speak  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
truth.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  truth  that  remedies  and  taxis  are  of  but 
little  use  in  a  strangulation.  The  knife  is  the  remedy  par  excellence. 
Postponing  its  use  for  relaxant  and  manipulative  measures  is  jeopard- 
izing the  patient 

In  simple  incarceration  it  rarely  becomes  necessary  to  use  the  knife. 
In  this  case  it  may  be  held  as  a  dernier  resort,  but  in  strangulation  it 
is  about  the  only  resort  for  relief.  Local  relaxants,  as  tobacco,  rice, 
etc.,  are  good  in  some  cases.  1  have  been  able  to  reduce  a  few  cases 
by  throwing  one  fourth  to  one-half  grain  of  morphine  sulph.  into  con- 
stringing  tissues.  Cocaine  mur.  is  recommended  by  some  writers  as 
a  valuable  agent,  used  hypodermatically. 

Failing  to  produce  the  necessary  relaxation  in  the  part  with  the 
preceding  measures,  anaesthesia  should  be  used.  It  should  be  profound 
if  necessary.     Failing  in  this,  then  perform  herniotomy. 

In  a  case  of  simple  incarceration  of  two  days'  standing,  partial  an- 
aesthesia was  used.  Being  late  at  night,  and  not  regarding  any  im- 
mediate danger,  I  decided  to  wait  till  early  the  following  morning, 
when,  to  my  surprise,  after  the  patient  had  returned  to  consciousness, 
the  bowel  was  returned  to  the  abdominal  cavity  with  perfect  ease. 

In  a  few  weeks  after  this  case,  I  was  called  to  see  a  young  man  suf- 
fering with  incarcerated  scrotal  hernia.     The  patient  was  restless ; 
vol.  lvil— 37 
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nausea  and  vomiting  were  present.  Local  relaxants  were  employed, 
with  no  benefit  Morphine  was  injected  at  the  seat  of  constriction, 
but  it  did  no  good.  After  working  several  hours  in  that  way,  pro- 
found anaesthesia  was  produced,  and  I  was  getting  ready  to  operate, 
when  my  previous  experience  was  remembered.  So  this  patient  was 
permitted  to  pass  out  of  the  anaesthetic  condition,  when,  with  gentle 
taxis,  the  bowel  returned  to  its  natural  abode. 

In  incarceration  we  need  to  work  persistently,  but  we  should  give 
our  remedies  time  to  act  In  strangulation  we  should  work  rapidly 
and  decisively.  In  incarceration  we  can  have  some  time ;  in  strangu- 
lation we  have  no  time  to  spare. 

If  I  were  to  prognosticate  I  would  say,  almost  every  case  of  incar- 
cerated hernia  should  recover.  Well,  I  should  say,  every  case,  i! 
rightly  treated,  ought  to  recover.  In  strangulated  hernia  much  de- 
pends on  the  time  of  operating.  The  surgeon  may  not  be  called  in 
time  to  perform  a  conservative  operation.  Left  alone,  death  doubtless 
would  result  in  some  cases  of  incarceration,  or  adhesions  take  place. 
In  strangulated  hernia  death  will  invariably  result,  provided  the  re- 
active powers  of  nature  do  not  form  an  artificial  anus.  If  this  latter 
result  (which  is  seldom),  the  patient  may  survive  quite  a  time. 


VAGINAL   TAMPONS. 
By  H.  J.  Shelley,  fl.  D.,  Rldgebury,  N.  Y. 

MEDICATED  vaginal  tampons  offer  a  method  of  treatment  in  a 
class  of  cases  that  will  not  submit  to  the  indicated  operation. 
In  the  cities  where  operations  are  the  rule,  a  woman  is  not  in  style  if 
she  has  not  been  operated  upon ;  and  where  the  operator  has  skilled 
assistance,  gynaecological  operations  are  easily  gotten  along  with,  espe- 
cially as  the  female  favors  operative  methods. 

In  the  rural  districts  where  opposite  conditions  prevail,  a  case  of 
ruptured  perineum,  cystocele,  rectocele,  or  lacerated  cervix,  with  en- 
dometritis, presents  a  serious  problem.  To  suggest  an  operation  will 
likely  cause  your  patient  to  wish  to  talk  it  over  with  her  husband, 
which  will  mean  that  some  other  physician  will  probably  get  the  case, 
who  does  not  present  such  radical  measures. 

It  is  in  cases  of  this  description  that  vaginal  tampons,  hot  douches, 
and  specific  medicines,  while  they  do  not  mend  the  lacerated  cervix  or 
perineum,  give  results  that  are  highly  satisfactory  both  to  patient  and 
doctor.  The  relaxed  vaginal  walls  assume  tonicity,  and  to  the  doc- 
tor's surprise,  the  so-called  recto-  and  cystocele  disappear.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  typical  case : 

Mrs.  J.,  age  35,  mother  of  three  children,  suffered  from  backache, 
"bearing-down  pains,"  profuse  leucorrhoea,  and  a  train  of  bad  feel- 
ings as  a  concomitant  result  Examination  showed  a  slightly  enlarged 
uterus,  cervix  enlarged  and  eovered  with  erosions,  erroneously  called 
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ulcers,  laceration  of  cervix  and  perineum,  with  rectocele.  As  this  pa- 
tient had  been  advised  by  a  specialist  to  undergo  an  operation  and 
refused,  the  tampon  and  hot  douches  were  used.  After  two  months 
of  local  and  internal  treatment  there  was  no  leucorrhcea,  the  rectocele 
had  disappeared,  erosions  were  healed  up,  and  all  bad  feelings  were 
gone.     The  tampons  were  medicated  with — 

B — Tannic  acid  §ij.,  glycerine  3iv.     M.     Or 

R — Boracic  acid,  myrrh,  tannic  acid,  aa.  3j.,  glycerine  3iv.   M. 
Internally  the  indicated  remedy.     In  these  cases  I  find  viburnum 
works  very  nicely,  especially  where  pain  is  a  prominent  symptom. 
Cinnamon  is  given  in  large  doses,  in  combination  with  the  viburnum. 
The  following  will  cover  most  of  the  indications : 

R — Sp.  dioscorea,  sp.  macrotvs,  sp.  Pulsatilla,  aa.  3  j. 

Fl.  exi  viburnum,  ess.  cinnamon,  aa. <?  ss. 

Syrup q.  s.  to  3  iv.      M. 

Sig.  One  drachm  in  water  every  four  hours. 

The  bowels  should  be  moved  every  day  by  aloes,  belladonna,  and 
strychnine  tablets. 

No  expensive  instruments  or  table  is  needed.  Any  speculum,  a  pair 
of  dressing  forceps,  an  ordinary  deal  table  or  a  lounge,  answer  every 
purpose.  As  the  doctor  works  up  a  practice  in  this  line,  other  instru- 
ments may  be  added.  For  the  general  practitioner  this  is  a  fertile 
field,  and  can  be  made  lucrative. 


DOCTORS    AS    BUSINESS    MEN. 
By  H.  H.  Blankmeyer,  fl.  D.,  Portsmouth,  O. 

PHYSICIANS  as  a  rule  are  failures  as  business  men.  I  can  re- 
call two  doctors  of  my  youth  who  were,  or  seemed  to  be,  busy 
day  and  night ;  when  they  died,  they  left  their  families  with  many 
friends,  but  practically  penniless.  They  had  book  accounts  by  the 
hundred,  and  were  noted  "never  to  have  sent  out  a  bill."  Was  that 
to  their  credit?  Why  should  not  the  physician  try  to  collect  the  same 
as  the  grocer,  the  butcher,  or  the  baker?  Why  is  it  any  more  custom- 
ary for  us  to  be  lenient,  in  fact,  negligent,  than  any  other  business 
man?  It  is  a  common  fact  that  the  doctor  is  the  last  man  paid  by 
nine-tenths  of  the  people.  It  is  also  a  common  fact  that  doctors  trust 
patients,  whom  they  know  will  never  pay  them,  I  do  not  advocate 
the  stopping  of  charity  work,  but  I  think  doctors  have  rights,  the 
same  as  any  other  business  man. 

We  have  a  class  of  patients  in  our  beaetif ul  city  (to  be  found  in  other 
cities,  too)  who  send  for  the  doctor  for  the  least  ailment,  never  intend- 
ing to  pay,  and  if  asked  for  a  fee  they  get  very  indignant 

The  physicians  of  Portsmouth  are  trying  to  overcome  this  evil  so 
far  as  our  city  is  concerned.  In  October,  1896,  we  organized  a  pro- 
tective association,  regardless  of  schools,  and  all  doctors  of  the  city 
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signed  the  constitution.  Some  of  your  readers  may  be  interested  in 
the  outcome  of  our  project  therefore,  these  lines. 

The  two  main  objects  of  this  association  were  common  protection 
from  dead  beats  and  to  secure  the  services  of  a  competent  man  as  a 
common  collector.  After  a  nine  months  trial  we  have  learned  that  a 
common  collector  is  not  a  success,  but  as  a  protective  association  every 
physician  in  the  city  votes  it  a  success,  with  a  large  S.  When  first 
organized,  we  had  every  member  to  make  a  list  of  dead  beats.  This 
was  compiled  in  alphabetical  order  and  every  physician  furnished  with 
a  copy.  This  list  has  been  a  great  help  in  more  ways  than  one.  While 
the  association  is  a  good  thing,  quite  a  number  of  our  doctors  soon 
saw  that  a  common  collector  was  a  detriment,  and  their  co  operation 
was  not  as  hearty  as  it  should  have  been,  therefore,  the  investigation 
and  change  adopted  at  our  last  meeting. 

I  will  send  a  copy  of  our  circular  and  constitution  that  explains  it- 
self to  any  one  interested. 

We  now  believe  we  have  an  association  in  successful  working  order, 
the  results  of  which  will  be  clearly  seen  in  our  monthly  cash  receipts, 
and  those  who  don't  pay  won't  call  for  the  services  of  a  physician  so 
quickly.  If  they  do,  there  is  nothing  in  our  by-laws  preventing  any 
physician  from  giving  his  services  to  such,  but  with  such  a  list  before 
him  for  reference,  he  goes  with  his  eyes  open  and  with  an  understand- 
ing what  to  expect 


FIRST    EXPERIENCES. 
By  T.  C.  Burton,  n.  D„  Ellis,  Kansas. 

BEING  the  most  western  representative  of  the  class  of  '97,  I  will 
tell  the  Journal  readers  of  my  situation  and  also  something 
about  Kansas. 

Ellis  is  a  lovely  little  city,  three  hundred  miles  west  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  on  the  Union  Pacific  R.  R,  and  is  one  of  the  best  towns 
between  Kansas  City  and  Denver.  Everything  is  very  modern  about 
it  and  in  it,  except  the  doctors.  I  just  wish  the  E.  M.  L  could  real- 
ize just  what  an  imposition  there  has  been  upon  the  people  of  this  little 
city. 

The  first  case  in  practice  I  had  was  concussion  of  the  brain.  A 
child,  two  years  old,  fell  from  a  hammock.  During  the  most  critical 
time,  and  I  being  an  entire  stranger  among  the  people,  there  arose 
some  excitement,  and  the  father  of  the  child  asked  me  if  I  cared  if  he 
called  in  another  doctor  to  see  the  case.  Of  course  I  did  not  object 
and  am  sure  that  no  true  Eclectic  will,  for  I  was  sure  I  had  a  correct 
diagnosis  and  was  pursuing  the  proper  treatment.  Soon  the  doctor 
came  into  the  hall,  and  I  politely  asked  him  into  the  sick-chamber. 
I  explained  as  far  as  was  necessary,  and  asked  him  to  make  an  exam- 
ination, and  to  give  a  diagnosis  based  upon  his  own  researches.  He 
began  thumping  the  child's  abdomen  with  his  middle  finger  as  it 
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would  fly  from  his  thumb,  and  after  he  was  done  "flipping"  it  I  in- 
quired as  to  his  opinion  in  the  diagnosis,  and  here  it  is :  "Its  liver  is 
all  congested  with  bile,  and  if  it  gets  into  the  blood  it  will  go  to  the 
brain  and  then  the  d — 1  couldn't  save  it." 

I  asked  him  to  suggest  treatment,  and  this  is  what  he  said :  ''Give 
it  anything  to  clean  the  green  stuff  out  and  it  will  get  well  itself. "  His 
partner  in  commenting  on  it  said,  "The  young  man  knows  nothing 
about  the  child,  and  it  is  impossible  to  have  concussion  without  frac- 
ture. We  can't  look  into  the  brain  and  see  what  the  conditions  are." 
His  treatment  suggested  was,  "Let  Nature  take  its  course."  So  I 
say  to  Eclectics :  These  are  not  Eclectics  nor  Allopaths  nor  anything 
else  but  base  impostors,  and  they  have  caused  much  suffering  in  this 
town. 

Well,  I  have  restored  every  case  I  have  had.  I  have  had  all  I  can 
dc^  and  I  often  wonder  why  Prof.  Locke  always  told  us  we  would  get 
a  rest  when  we  got  out  of  college.  I  can  say  that  I  have  not  had  even 
a  Sunday  since  I  have  been  here.  I  am  manager  of  a  large  drug- 
store, "Opera  Drug  Co.,"and  besides,  I  am  proud  of  the  practice  I 
have  built  up.  I  dont  fear  any  doctor  in  this  country,  but  I  would 
be  so  glad  to  have  an  Eclectic  in  this  county  when  I  could  have  a 
spare  moment  to  talk  to  him. 

Dr.  Page  has  been  in  the  mountains  for  the  past  two  months  for  his 
health,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  he  is  not  improving.*  I  have  in  him  a 
most  excellent  friend,  but  I  fear  he  can  not  survive  many  more  years 
of  hard  toil. 

I  owe  my  success  to  the  E  M.  I.,  for  I  am  sure  those  who  go  there 
and  graduate  from  the  old  college  can  have  success.  Wishing  her 
success  for  this  coming  year,  I  am  glad  to  acknowledge  myself  her  son. 


HEPATIC    CALCULUS. 
By  J.  W.  Salisbury,  fl.  D.v  Hamersvllle,  O. 

MRS.  W ,  aged  45  years,  had  been  troubled  with  her  liver  for 
quite  a  while.  She  had  been  treated  by  three  or  four  "regular" 
physicians. 

The  first  one  diagnosed  her  case  as  tumor  of  the  liver,  and  told  her 
she  would  have  to  undergo  an  operation.  He  advised  her  to  go 
to  Prof.  X.,  of  Cincinnati,  who,  in  September,  1895,  performed  the 
operation.  He  told  the  husband  that  likely  she  had  gall  stones,  and 
operated  with  the  expectation  of  finding  them.  But  after  making 
a  thorough  examination  and  finding  no  gall  stones,  he  diagnosed  the 
case  as  cancer  of  the  liver.  The  following  month  (October)  she  came 
home,  the  wound  having  healed,  and  appeared  some  better  for  a  short 
time.  Finally  she  became  worse,  and  was  again  treated  by  an  old 
school  physician.  He  also  diagnosed  the  disease  as  cancer  of  the 
liver  after  hearing  Prof.  X's  diagnosis. 

*  Since  dec:ased. 
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By  this  time  her  skin  was  as  yellow  as  a  pumpkin,  and  she  suffered 
severe  pain  in  the  region  of  the  gall  bladder.  So  after  several  months 
treatment  and  seeing  Bhe  was  getting  no  better,  she  concluded  to  try 
an  Eclectic  physician.  He  immediately  diagnosed  the  case  as  gall 
stones,  but  as  Prof.  X.  had  just  operated  for  gall  stones,  and  found 
none,  he  thought  perhaps  he  might  be  mistaken.  So  she  lingered  on 
until  June  14,  1897,  when  she  died. 

The  next  day  I  was  called  to  hold  a  post  mortem  examination,  and 
to  the  surprise  of  the  old  school  physicians  who  had  been  treating  her. 
and  were  present  at  the  time,  I  removed  a  large  gall  stone  consider- 
ably larger  than  a  quail's  egg9  and  found  no  cancer  or  other  disease 
of  the  liver  whatever.  Strange  it  is  that  so  skilled  a  surgeon  as  Prof. 
X.,  after  making  a  thorough  examination  of  the  gall  bladder,  could 
not  have  found  and  removed  the  very  same  stone,  and  probably  saved 
the  woman's  lite. 


Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

CONDUCTED  BY  W.  B.  SCUDDER,  M.  D. 

ENLARGED    TONSILS. 

It  is  common  to  speak  of  the  subject  under  consideration  as  en- 
larged tonsils,  but  the  correct  name  is  really  hypertrophied  tonsils,  as 
this  explains  the  pathological  change. 

Hypertrophied  or  enlarged  tonsils  are  caused,  in  the  vast  majority 
of  cases,  by  repeated  attacks  of  sore  throat  or  follicular  tonsillitis.  The 
tonsils  are  always  large  and  ragged  in  patients  having  had  quinsy 
several  times.  Enlargement  sometimes  follows  diphtheria  and  scar- 
latina. It  must  also  be  remembered  that  scrofula  plays  a  great  role 
in  the  causation  of  tonsillar  disease. 

Pathology. — The  particular  feature  with  regard  to  disease  of  the 
tonsils  is,  that  following  any  inflammation  whatever,  it  is  impossible 
to  get  perfect  resolution  ;  that  is,  it  is  difficult,  or  I  might  say  impos- 
sible, to  get  a  complete  cure  in  a  glandular  organ  of  this  kind,  espe- 
cially when  the  lymphatics  enter  so  largely  into  its  formation  ;  so  that 
for  this  reason  the  inflammation  is  prone  to  recur,  and  does  recur  un- 
til the  true  hypertrophy  takes  place.  This  enlargement  is  produced 
by  new  tissue  elements — new  connective  tissue,  new  cell  formation, 
new  fibrous  tissue — immediately  underneath  the  epithelial  layer,  as 
well  as  through  the  body  of  the  tonsil ;  even  the  blood-vessels  have 
new  tissue  in  their  coats,  which  renders  their  return  to  the  normal  or 
small  caliber  impossible. 

Symptoms.-  As  a  rule  both  tonsils  are  enlarged,  the  enlargement,  in 
the  majority  of  cases,  producing  mechanical  obstruction.  This  me- 
chanical obstruction  is  often  accountable  for  chronic  ear  disease, 
mouth  breathing,  dry  throat,  and  in  children  imperfect  breathing, 
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imperfect  oxygenation  of  the  blood ;  in  course  of  time  even  affecting 
the  development  of  the  chest,  inducing  the  pinched  thorax  known  as 
"pigeon  breast."  Such  tonsils  seem  to  act  as  a  constant  irritant,  the 
patient  always  having  sore  throat.  In  many  cases  the  secretion  of  the 
follicles  lining  the  crypts  becomes  perverted ;  the  crypt  then  becomes 
loaded  with  this  cheesy  material.  These  crypts  also  hang  open  like 
pockets,  becoming  a  catch- all  for  food  particles. 

Prognosis. — Hypertrophy  of  the  tonsils  is  never  dangerous  to  life ; 
reduction  by  medication  is  impossible ;  absorption  by  nature  after 
thirty  years  of  age  is  not  uncommon. 

Treatment. — Hygienic  treatment  for  catarrhal  disease  should  be 
first  instituted ;  this  prevents  acute  exacerbations.  Particular  atten- 
tion must  be  paid  that  the  patient  have  a  good  stomach,  and  regular 
and  natural  action  of  the  bowels.  It  is  well  known  that  no  glandular 
disease  can  be  benefitted  without  good  secretions.  If  scrofula  under- 
lies the  disease,  give  the  indicated  alterative,  remembering  sulphide 
of  calcium.  The  usual  treatment  of  reduction  by  medication  is  an 
antiseptic  and  alkaline  gargle  used  four  times  a  day,  followed  by  paint- 
ing the  tonsils  with  pure  glycerine,  or  with  glycerine  and  MonselPs 
solution,  equal  parts. 

Having  followed  out  the  above  treatment  conscientiously  for  about 
six  weeks,  without  the  desired  reduction,  if  patient  were  an  adult,  I 
say  after  21  or  22  years,  I  would  get  as  much  reduction  as  possible  by 
ignipuncture.  Take  a  flat  cautery  knife,  enter  into  a  crypt  clear  to 
the  floor,  then  turn  on  the  current,  keep  the  knife  constantly  moving, 
cutting  down  and  out,  rather  deep.  A  single  large  puncture  may  be 
made  in  each  tonsil  at  one  sitting ;  the  knife  used  to  be  at  white  heat. 
This  procedure  causes  destruction  of  the  follicular  glands  producing 
the  cheesy  material.  It  changes  this  pocket-crypt  into  a  vertical  slit, 
so  it  is  no  longer  a  catch  all ;  it  produces  reduction  of  tonsils  by  cica- 
trization. It  is  the  treatment  in  children  when  amputation  is  refused, 
as  well  as  in  adults  where  amputation  is  impracticable. 

When  the  physician  has  no  gal  vano.  cautery,  some  of  the  above  re- 
sults, can  be  obtained  by  passing  a  silver  probe  into  each  crypt,  upon 
the  end  of  which  a  few  crystals  of  chromic  acid  have  been  fused.  (Dip 
the  heated  probe  into  the  crystals  of  chromic  acid,  when  some  will 
adhere,  holding  again  in  the  heat,  then  fuse  into  a  solid  bead. ) 

With  regard  to  children  and  young  persons  nearly  adults,  I  would 
say,  amputate  the  tonsils  where  there  is  always  throat  trouble,  in  pa- 
tients suffering  with  repeated  attacks  of  quinsy,  chronically  enlarged 
tonsils,  or  where  not  a  single  minute  can  be  passed  in  comfort  because 
the  throat  is  always  sore,  and  the  tonsils  inflamed.  Therefore  do  not 
remove  them  hit  or  miss,  but  where  there  is  no  relief  but  by  opera- 
tion— where,  as  long  as  the  tonsils  are  in  situ,  there  is  sickness.  When 
this  is  the  case,  be  firm  for  their  removal. 

They  may  be  removed  under  cocaine,  when  the  child  is  half  grown 
and  willing ;  but  in  younger  children  chloroform  is  best     In  chloro- 
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form  anaesthesia,  the  child  should  be  in  the  recumbent  position,  with 
the  head  well  back,  so  that  no  blood  runs  into  the  larynx,  and  as  soon 
as  the  operation  is  finished,  roll  the  child  over  on  its  face  so  it  can  spit 
out  the  blood  and  not  choke.  Probably  the  best  instrument  is  the 
Matthieu  tonsillotomy  which  first  spears  the  tonsil,  then  amputates 
it.  Following  the  operation  the  patient  should  remain  quiet,  and  for 
a  couple  of  hours  take  some  cracked  ice,  which  acts  well  upon  the 
hemorrhage,  which,  however,  in  well  chosen  cases,  is  seldom  alarm- 
ing. I  would  not,  however,  operate  upon  a  "bleeder,"  nor  when  the 
patient  was  in  the  stage  of  an  acute  exacerbation. 


Foreign  Bodies  in  the  Ear. 

Freotraschensky  (Glasgow  MecL  Jour.  Laryngoscope),  after  call- 
ing attention  to  the  unpleasant,  and  at  times  serious,  complications 
which  follow  unskillful  attempts  at  removal  of  foreign  substances  from 
the  external  auditory  canal,  offers  the  following  suggestions : 

1.  An  unskilled  person  should  never  attempt  the  instrumental  ex- 
traction of  a  foreign  body. 

2.  Foreign  bodies  reach  the  middle  ear  almost  solely  as  the  result 
of  clumsy  attempts  at  removal. 

3.  The  foreign  body  usually  does  less  harm  to  the  ear  than  its  ex- 
traction by  an  unpracticed  hand. 

4.  The  changes  produced  by  the  presence  of  a  foreign  body  in  the 
ear  can  not  be  estimated  by  the  length  of  time  during  which  it  has 
remained  there. 

5.  The  injection  of  warm  water  is  an  infallible  means  of  securing 
the  evacuation  of  any  foreign  body  from  the  ear ;  irrigation  with  al- 
cohol may  be  further  necessary  to  prevent  swelling  of  the  intruder. 

6.  There  is  no  indication  to  expedite  the  removal  of  foreign  bodies 
which  are  giving  rise  to  no  troublesome  symptoms. 

7.  In  inflammatory  processes  caused  by  necrosis  from  unskilled  at- 
tempts at  extraction,  expectant  treatment  suffices  as  long  as  no  dan- 
gerous symptoms  are  present  Turpentine  and  ether  for  larvae ;  these 
oik  cause  inflammatory  conditions,  so  we  had  better  resort  to  instru- 
mental means. 

When  the  foreign  element  proves  to  be  of  the  vegetable  kingdom, 
water  would  better  be  omitted  from  the  methods  suggested,  as  such  a 
substance  readily  absorbs  moisture,  and  so  increases  in  size,  making 
its  extraction  even  more  difficult  than  before. — Med.  Standard. 


Headaches  from  Ete  Strain. — Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell,  in  an  article 
on  the  subject  (Medical  News),  formulates  the  following  conclusions : 

1.  There  are  many  headaches  which  are  due  directly  to  disorders  of 
the  refractive  or  accommodative  apparatus  of  the  eyes. 

2.  In  some  instances  the  brain  symptom  is  often  the  most  promi- 
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nent  and  sometimes  the  sole  prominent  symptom  of  the  eye  trouble, 
so  that  while  there  may  be  no  pain  or  sense  of  fatigue  in  the  eye,  the 
strain  with  which  it  is  used  may  be  interpreted  solely  by  occipital  or 
frontal  headache. 

S.  The  long  continuance  of  eye  troubles  may  be  the  uususpected 
source  of  insomnia,  vertigo,  nausea  and  general  failure  of  health. 

4.  In  many  cases  the  eye  trouble  becomes  suddenly  mischievious, 
owing  to  some  failure  of  the  general  health,  or  to  increased  sensitive- 
ness of  the  brain  from  moral  or  mental  causes. — Medical  Times. 


Alumnol  in  Pubulent  Otitis  Media. — A  solution  of  alumnol,  ten 
to  twenty  grains  to  the  ounce,  has  been  highiy  recommended  (N.  Y. 
Medical  Record)  as  an  astringent  application  in  purulent  otitis  me- 
dia, to  be  used  after  thorough  cleansing.  Alumnol  in  the  form  of  the 
dry  powder  has  also  been  highly  recommended  in  chronic  otitis  media 
purulenta,  applied  to  the  middle  ear  by  means  of  a  powder  blower 
after  all  discharges  have  been  removed  by  careful  cleansing  and  the 
parts  thoroughly  dried  with  cotton. 

Acute  Otitis. — For  the  earache  of  this  affection,  apply  dry  heat, 
At  no  time  should  the  canal  be  mopped,  swabbed  or  syringed. — Med- 
ical  Record. 

Ice  Applications  in  Eab  Trouble. — Ice  bandages  are  useful  in 
traumatism  of  the  external  ear :  in  inflammatory  processes  of  the  auri- 
cular canal ;  in  chronic  suppuration,  when  sensitiveness,  etc.,  deve- 
lop over  the  mastoid. — Medical  Record. 


PERISCOPE. 


DIRECT  ACTION  OF  REMEDIES. 

As  Eclectic  physicians,  we  pride  ourselves  on  our  knowledge  of 
our  remedies.  For  fifty  years  our  predecessors  have  studied  to  deter- 
mine the  peculiar  direct  and  reliable  action  of  each  remedy  in  specific 
disease  conditions ;  have  studied  to  determine  the  best  remedy  in  each 
case ;  have  studied  to  determine  all  the  properties  of  each  remedy, 
modifying  or  acting  in  unison  with  the  influence  upon  the  specific  con- 
dition. 

Our  successes  in  the  past  have  been  great,  and  have  encouraged  us 
to  further  research  into  the  action  of  remedies  based  upon  the  more 
recent  developments  concerning  the  causation  of  disease.  I  have 
thought  that  a  classification,  systematic,  thorough  and  comprehensive, 
both  of  the  disease  conditions  and  of  the  correctly  determined  actions 
of  each  remedy,  could  be  made,  by  means  of  which  the  student  could 
much  more  readily  make  an  adjustment  of  the  remedy  to  the  disease. 

I  have  endeavored  to  make  such  a  classification  of  two  remedies,  to 
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illustrate  my  argument,  and  also  of  certain  remedies  conspicuous  in 
the  treatment  of  these  diseases,  which  I  here  present  in  a  tabulated 
form. 

ACONITE.  BELLADONNA. 

Pint  direct  indication  :  First  direct  indication : 

Sharp,  bard,  quick  pulse,  small.  Local  congestion. 

Flushed  face,  chilliness.  Acute  local  blood  determination. 

Dry  skin.  Engorged  cerebral  capillary  circulation. 

Dry  mucous  membranes.  Hyper  secretion. 

Deficient  secretion  Rigors. 

Second  direct  indication.  Second  direct  indication 

General  muscular  aching.  Intellectual  torpor. 

Re*tle>sneNt.  8tupidity. 

Headache.  Dilated  pupils. 

Anorexia.  Dull  eyes. 

Remote  indication :  Drowsiness. 

Mild,  irregular  pyrexia,  with  small  hard 
pulse. 

CIMICIFCGA. 

First  direct  indication :  Second  direct  ind'cation  : 

Intense  mutcular  aching.  Capillary  dilit&tion. 

Soreness,  lameness. 

Irregular  muscular  movements. 

It  is  not  difficult  now  to  re  classify  these  remedies  with  others  as  to 
their  adaptation  to  specific  indications. 

For  instance,  we  take  the  quick  pulse  and  arrange  in  down  groups 
all  the  remedies  that  would  affect  it.  Aconite,  if  sharp ;  veratrum, 
if  full ;  gelsemium,  if  irritable.  Then  for  local  congestion  we  can  ar- 
range the  remedies  that  will  correct  this  condition.  First  direct,  bella- 
donna ;  second,  ergot,  cimicif  uga,  bromides.  Then  for  intestinal  anti- 
sepsis we  have  a  splendid  collection.  I  can  name  baptisia,  *ph ytolacca, 
charcoal, hydro-napthol,  peroxide  of  hydrogen,  and  last  and  best,  echi- 
nacea. Many  diseases  depend  on  a  septic  condition  of  the  intestinal 
canal,  and  are  peremptorily  abbreviated  when  treated  with  this  class 
of  remedies.  Of  these  we  will  soon  have  a  choice  and  will  learn  which 
are  the  best  adapted  to  the  condition  under  consideration.  I  will  not 
spend  farther  time  with  remedies  but  will  direct  your  attention  atonoe 
to  the  classification  of  symptoms  or  disease  indications  in  a  symptom 
group,  the  recognized  symptom  group  known  as  diphtheria. 

For  indications  premonitory  we  have  : 

Malaise  Headache. 

Nausea.  Constipation. 

Rigors.  Harked  prostration. 

These  depend  upon  the 

BASIC   CONDITION. 
Local  septic  germ  development  with  ashen     Proven  by  the  presence  of  Klebs-Loeffler 
gray  exudate.  baccillus. 

Following  this  basic  condition  are  the 

BASIC  INDICATIONS, 
Pyrexia.  Local  hyperemia. 
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FIRST  CONSEQUENT  INDICATIONS. 
Pyrexia :  Local  hyperemia. 

Varying  temperature.  Pain. 

Quick  pnlae.  Swelling. 

Depression.  Exudation. 

Delirium.  Dysphagia. 

Anorexia.  Dyspnoea. 

Glandular  enlargement. 
Eogorgement. 
Then  follow  the 

BEQUELjE. 
Anaemia.  Heart  Complications. 

Paralysis.  Muscular  weakness. 

Local.  Valvular  insufficiency. 

General.  Dilatation. 

Nephritis.  Inflammation. 

Suppression.  Prostration. 

Uraemia.  General  neurasthenia. 

Dropsy.  Local  chronic  inflammation  of  nerve 

structure. 
If  all  symptom  groups  were  tabulated  for  the  student,  and  the  rem- 
edies with  their  indications  in  the  order  of  their  importance  contrasted 
with  them,  it  presents  at  once  a  means  of  adaptation  that  is  simple, 
correct  and  satisfactory,  The  manner  in  which  I  have  been  obliged 
to  present  it  to  you  does  not  fully  bring  out  my  thoughts  nor  show 
the  correctness  of  the  theory. — Editorial,  Chicago  Medical  Times. 


DISUSE  OF  ERQOT  IN  PRESENT  DAY  J1IDWIFERY  PRACTICE. 

The  abuse  of  ergot  has  led  to  so  radical  a  change  in  the  views  of 
medical  men  as  to  the  useful  qualities  of  that  drug  in  obstetric  prac- 
tice, that  the  other  extreme  has  been  reached,  and  it  is  now  scarcely 
ever  used.  The  great  majority  of  obstetricians  now-a-days  seem  to 
have  arrived  at  the  opinion  that  the  use  of  ergot  is  not  indicated  in 
any  stage  of  labor,  but  that  after  the  uterus  is  completely  emptied  of 
its  contents  it  may  prove  valuable  in  the  prevention  of  postpartum 
hemorrhage. 

Dr.  S.  More  Madden,  of  Dublin,  joins  issue  with  these  conclusions, 
and  holds  to  the  view  that  under  many  conditions  of  labor  the  use  of 
ergot  is  most  beneficial.  Dr.  Madden's  experience  has  been  so  exten- 
sive that  his  opinion  must  carry  weight  He  says  that  as  regards  the 
circumstances  under  which  ergot  may  be  employed  in  midwifery  prac- 
tice, "judging  from  the  recent  literature  of  this  subject,  it  may  not  be 
superfluous  to  premise  that  to  use  ergot  or  any  of  its  preparations 
safely  and  effectively  during  parturition,  the  presentation  should  be, 
as  a  rule,  cranial ;  that  there  should  be  no  disproportion  between  the 
foetus  and  maternal  parts,  nor  any  obstacle  to  a  deliverance  in  the 
genital  tract ;  that  the  os  uteri,  if  not  previously  fully  dilated,  should 
at  least  be  sufficiently  dilatable  to  allow  speedy  delivery  by  the  for- 
ceps whenever  that  may  become  necessary ;  and  that  a  preparation  of 
ergot  should  be  selected  and  a  dose  given,  calculated  to  produce  the 
required  ecbolic  effect     Under  such  conditions  ergot  may  be  given 
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with  utility  when  required,  either  before,  during  or  after  the  second 
stage  of  labor :  lBt.  In  some  instances — (a)  of  delay  from  inertia  of  the 
uterus  before  full  dilatation  of  the  dilatable  os,  and  in  which  there  is 
any  evident  danger  to  either  mother  or  child  from  protraction  of  labor. 
2d.  It  may  be  administered  during  the  second  stage,  (b)  in  nearly 
every  case  of  long  delay  from  inertia,  wherein  the  presentation  is  nat- 
ural, and  the  delivery  not  otherwise  impeded,  or  in  which  (c)  there  is 
then  reason  to  apprehend  either  the  probability  of  subsequent  hemor- 
rhage, or  any  complication  as  may  call  for  its  use.  3d  During  the 
last  stage  of  labor,  this  ecbolic  may  be  employed  (d)  to  hasten  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  placenta  when  delayed  by  inertia,  or  (?)  for  the  arrest 
of  hemorrhage.  4th.  After  labor  ergot  may  be  resorted  to  either  im- 
mediately (/)  to  prevent  or  check  flooding,  or  subsequently  (g)  to 
produce  such  tonic  or  permanent  contraction  as  will  effectually  seal 
up  the  uterine  vessels,  and  so  lessen  the  liability  to  subsequent  septic 
invasion ;  or  (A)  to  effect  the  expulsion  of  clots,  and  so  arrest  after- 
pains.  5th  and  lastly,  (i)  To  stimulate  such  contraction  as  may 
quicken  or  secure  the  process  of  involution  after  parturition." 

Dr.  Madden  believes  in  bold,  full,  and  effective  doses  of  ergot,  and 
uses  the  fresh  liquid  extract  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  The  dose 
he  gives  is  two  or  three  drachms  by  the  mouth  and  a  drachm  by  deep 
hypodermic  injection  in  the  gluteal  region  at  the  same  time.  The  ab- 
stract of  150  cases  in  which  ergot  was  used  in  all  stages  of  labor,  as 
well  as  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  are  given.  In  148  cases  the  result 
was  favorable  to  the  mother. 

The  paper  concludes  with  these  words:  "My  experience  on  this 
subject  points  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  dangers  which  are  now  so 
commonly  ascribed  to  the  use  of  ergot  in  obstetrics  are  probably 
largely  attributable  to  its  misuse,  or  administration  in  unsuitable 
cases,  or  in  insufficient  doses,  and  therefore  furnish  no  argument 
whatever  against  its  judicious  and  proper  employment. — Medical 
Review,  Aug.  7.  [w.  x.  m.] 

AMERICAN    MEDICINAL    FLORA. 

The  Pan- American  Medical  Congress,  composed  of  physicians  of 
several  countries,  at  its  meeting  held  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1896,  took  steps  to  institute  a  systematic  study  of  the  American 
Medicinal  Flora,  through  the  medium  of  a  general  commission,  and 
of  special  sub- commissions,  the  latter  to  be  organized  in  the  several 
countries  represented  in  the  Congress. 

The  Sub  Commission  for  the  United  States  has  been  organized :  Dr. 
Valery  Harvard,  U.S.A.,  is  chairman ;  Mr.  Frederick  V,  Coville,  Bot- 
anist, U.S.  Dept  Agriculture;  Dr.  C.  F.  Millspaugh,  Curator  of  the 
Botanical  Dept.  Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago;  Dr.  Cha&Mohr, 
State  Botanist,  Ala, ;  Dr.  W.  P.  Wilson,  Director  Phila.  Commercial 
Museums,  and  Prof.  H.  H.  Rusby,  N.  Y.  College  of  Pharmacy,  are 
members. 
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This  sub  commission  solicits  information  concerning  the  medicinal 
plants  of  the  United  States  from  every  one  in  a  position  to  accord  it. 
Toward  this  end  circulars,  etc.,  have  been  sent  to  various  papers, med- 
ical journals,  scientists,  physicians,  etc ,  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 
with  a  request  that  information  be  sent  the  Commission  in  accord  with 
certain  forms  sent  out  by  it. 

So  much  in  explanation,  so  that  Gleaner  readers  may  understand 
the  situation  and  act  knowingly,  should  they  desire  to  act  at  all  in 
this  matter  in  the  future.  Any  one  of  you  who  has  read  these  pages 
knows  full  well  where  we  stand,  when  it  comes  to  saying  who  is  in- 
formed on  the  medicinal  plants  of  this  country.  We  reiterate :  If  it 
is  any  one,  it  is  the  Eclectic  physicians  composing  the  Eclectic  school 
of  medicine.  For  nearly  a  century  these  plants  and  their  medicinal 
virtues  have  been  the  object  of  our  united  research  and  the  source  of 
many  of  our  most  active  and  beneficent  remedies.  We  need  not  ex- 
pand on  this  thought.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  Eclectics  possess  this 
information,  and  no  other  sect,  set,  or  school  of  medicine  in  the  United 
States  or  in  the  world  does  possess  it 

The  next  thought  is,  do  not  these  men,  at  the  head  of  the  Pan-Amer- 
ican Congress,  and  these  lesser  lights  at  the  head  of  this  commission 
and  in  charge  of  the  sub-commission  for  the  United  States,  know  that 
we,  as  a  school  of  medicine,  are  in  possession  of  this  knowledge,  and 
that  our  books  and  our  journals  teem  with  it,  and  that  our  success  as 
a  school  of  medicine  is  based  upon  this  very  knowledge?  If  they  do 
not  know  it,  why  do  they  not  know  it?  They  are  scientists  by  profes- 
sion, and  this  scientific  knowledge  should  not  have  been  overlooked 
by  them.  Does  not  the  medical  profession  back  of  the  Pan-American 
Congress  know  that  we  are  possessed  of  this  knowledge?  If  not, 
why  not? 

We  do  not  intend  to  stickle  for  bigotry  and  close-communion  meth- 
ods, when  it  comes  to  sharing  or  even  giving  freely  all  the  knowledge 
of  medicine  we  possess  to  these  people,  or  to  any  other  people,  for  the 
benefit  of  humanity,  and  for  the  advancement  of  so-called  science. 
Eclectics  have  been  so  kicked  and  cuffed  and  ignored — abused — that 
we  can  hardly  help  looking  for  the  "nigger  in  every  wood-pile."  Such 
suspicion  has  become  a  part  of  us  that  only  time  will  or  can  eradicate. 

Hence,  we  wonder  if  this  is  not  another  scheme,  is  not  the  building 
of  a  trap  of  some  kind  to  steal  us,  bag  and  baggage,  without  even 
acknowledging  that  such  a  school  of  medicine  ever  existed.  If  they 
swallow  and  appropriate  all  of  that  upon  which  we  subsist,  they  vir- 
tually swallow  us. 

Had  they,  as  broad  minded  men  of  science  in  search  of  knowledge, 
come  to  our  representative  bodies — societies,  or  even  to  our  colleges, 
and  asked  for  this  knowledge,  saying,  we  will  give  you  credit  as  a 
school,  or  even  as  bodies  or  individuals  for  the  information  given  us 
upon  the  medical  flora  of  the  United  States,  we  would  have  felt  differ- 
ently.    We  are  sure  that  there  would  then  have  been  no  room  for  the 
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suspicion  we  have  expressed.  We  have  not  yet  had  sufficient  inform- 
ation, or  the  time  necessary  to  solve  the  matter  wholly  to  our  own  sat- 
isfaction. But  we  write  this  note  of  warning  to  our  readers  that  they 
may  not  run,  pell  mell,  and  lay  their  treasures  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel. 
We  have  done  much  work,  good  work,  and  even  great  work  in  the 
investigation  of  American  plant  products,  and  until  we,  as  Eclectic*, 
can  get  full  credit  for  having  done  this  work,  and  full  acknowledge- 
ment that  we  have  been  honorable  students  of  medicine  and  not  quacks, 
we  are  in  favor  of  keeping  inviolate  to  Eclecticism,  that  which  belongs 
to  Eclecticism,  that  which  no  other  one  has  got  or  can  get  except  from 
Eclectics— a  true  knowledge  of  the  medicinal  plant  products  of  Amer- 
ica.— Dr.  Bloyer  in  Medical  Gleaner. 


50MB  OF  OUR  NEWER  REflEDIES. 

[From  President  Chlttiok'i  Annual  Addrrai  before  the  Detroit  Academy  of  Medicine. 

The  list  of  the  newer  remedies  being  now  so  large,  and  we  such 
bnsy  men  nowadays,  tnat  it  is  only  an  such  an  occasion  as  this  that 
we  care  to  go  over  the  list  Of  course  I  have  included  only  legitimate 
remedies,  and  have  excluded  even  compounds  of  remedies,  not  to 
mention  any  proprietary  productions.  In  describing  these  remedies  I 
will  be  as  concise  as  possible,  and  I  have  plaeed  them  as  well  as  I 
could  in  alphabetical  order. 

Picric  Acid. — Used  internally  in  malaria,  and  externally  in  erysip- 
elas, lymphangitis,  eczema,  erythema,  and  fissured  nipples.  I  have 
used  it  in  eight  cases  of  chronic  malaria,  and  it  made  every  one  of  them 
look  as  though  they  had  jaundice. 

Ammonium  Borate.— An  excellent  combination  in  bronchial  disease 
or  acute  bladder  trouble. 

Ammonium  Benzoate.— Useful  in  bronchitis,  asthma,  rheumatism, 
gout,  nephritis,  etc.  Dose,  ten  to  thirty  grains  three  or  four  times 
a  day. 

Aletrin. — An  Eclectic  preparation  extolled  as  an  an  antirheumatic. 
Any  remedy  for  rheumatism  should  always  claim  our  notice. 

Aloin. — This  excellent  remedy  for  chronic  constipation  still  retains 
its  high  standing.  The  dose,  however,  is  often  given  too  high— one- 
half  to  two  grains.  It  acts  better  given  in  one  fifth  to  one-fourth  grain 
doses  frequently  repeated. 

Antifebrin. — Used  like  acetanilid. 

Apiol. — An  emmenagogue  held  in  high  esteem  by  some  authorities, 

Abistol. — (Di-iodo-di-thymol). — A  combination  of  thymol  with 
iodine.  Contains  forty- six  per  cent-  of  iodine.  Germicide  and  anti- 
septic. Takes  the  place  of  iodoform.  Has  very  little  odor.  Useful 
wherever  an  antiseptic  or  germicide  is  required.  I  also  administer  it 
internally  in  typhoid  fever  and  tuberculosis.  Dose,  internally,  one 
to  three  grains  every  two  to  four  hours. 

Arsenaurc— (Liquor  auri  et  arsenii  bromidii).— Useful  in  neuras- 
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tbenia,  epilepsy,  sciatica,  syphilis.  Ten  minims  contains  one-thirty- 
second  grain  each  of  gold  and  arsenic  bromide.  Dose,  five  to  fifteen 
minims  in  water,  three  times  daily,  after  meals. 

Atropine. — The  remedy  par  excellence  in  diseases  of  the  sympa- 
thetic nervous  system. 

Ichthyol. — (Ammonium  ichthyol  sulphonate). — From  dry  distilla- 
tion of  a  bituminous  mineral  found  in  the  Tyrol,  rich  in  fossilized  re- 
mains of  fish  and  marine  animals,  from  which  circumstance  its  name 
is  derived.  The  distilled  oil  contains  about  ten  per  cent  of  sulphur 
in  chemical  combination.  Freely  soluble.  Used  chiefly  in  skin  dis- 
eases. Internally,  in  skin  diseases,  rheumatism,  scrofula,  nephritis, 
etc.  Ointments  for  external  use  contain  from  five  per  cent  to  fifty 
per  cent  of  ichthyol. 

Iodol. — A  composition  of  iodine.  Too  insoluble  for  any  external 
use.  Have  used  it  with  good  effect  in  diabetes.  Dooe,  internally, 
one  to  three  grains. 

Inoluvin. — From  the  digestive  apparatus  of  the  domestic  hen.  Very 
useful,  especially  if  there  be  vomiting. 

Resorcin. — One  of  the  best  "all  round"  antiseptics  we  have.  Its 
uses  are  quite  extensiva  It  has  been  used  with  success  in  vomiting, 
sea  sickness,  asthma,  dyspepsia,  and  a  great  many  other  like  diseases. 
Its  external  use  extends  not  only  to  the  skin,  but  to  all  the  mucous 
membranes. 

Salophen. — An  efficient  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  subacute  and 
muscular  rheumatism. 

Solanin  (a  glucoside) . — Useful  in  nervous  diseases,  [especially  where 
there  is  pain  or  spasm. 

Sulfonal. — The  ideal  hypnotic.  Also  a  sedative  and  antihydrotic. 
Used  in  insomnia,  and  some  diseases  of  the  nervous  system.  Does 
not  agree  with  diseased  kidneys. 

Trional. — Like  sulfonal  only  more  soluble.  Some  practitioners 
think  accumulation  in  the  system  is  thereby  avoided.  Dose,  fifteen 
to  thirty  grains. 

Xanthoxylin. — An  extract  of  prickly  ash  bark.  Very  useful  in 
chronic  rheumatism.     Dose,  one  or  two  grains. 

Zinc  Carbolate. — Not  so  much  used  now  as  it  was  a  few  years  ago 
as  an  intestinal  antiseptic. 

Zinc  Permanganate. — A  better  and  more  stable  salt  in  solution  than 
the  potash  salt. 


Formaldehyd  as  a  Practical  Disinfectant. 

The  fact  that  the  Tollens,  Oambier,  and  Krell  lamps,  for  gene- 
rating formaldehyd,  are  not  capable  of  easily  producing  it  in  suffi- 
ciently large  amount  for  practical  use,  led  Prof.  F.  C.  Robinson  (Jour- 
nal of  the  Amer.  Public  Health  Association)  to  experiment  with  the 
view  to  devise  a  lamp  which  might  be  free  from  their  defects,  and 
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thus  come  into  general  use  for  disinfecting  purposes.  His  lamp  con- 
sists of  a  disk  of  moderately  thick  asbestos,  a  board  perforated  with 
small  holes  close  together  and  platinized  with  a  strong  solution  of 
platinic  chloride,  and  a  lamp  font,  which  is  a  shallow  cylindrical  dish 
of  such  size  that  the  disk  will  just  cover  the  top.  This  font  is  partly 
filled  with  methyl  alcohol.  The  disk  is  wetted  with  the  alcohol  and 
removed  from  the  dish,  and  then  the  alcohol  is  ignited.  By  the  time 
the  alcohol  burns  away  the  disk  is  sufficiently  heated  so  that  when 
placed  over  the  lamp-font  again  it  will  continue  hot,  and  change  the 
alcohol  to  the  aldehyd  most  efficiently.  The  amount  of  alcohol  con- 
verted in  a  given  time  depends  on  the  size  of  the  disk ;  with  one  six 
inches  in  diameter  a  litre  can  be  converted  in  an  hour. 

By  way  of  testing  the  efficiency  of  the  agent  as  a  disinfectant,  Bob- 
inson  experimented  with  typhoid  and  diphtheria  cultures  in  a  room  of 
three  thousand  cubic  feet  capacity,  with  three  large  windows  with  loose 
sashes.  One  litre  of  methyl  alcohol  was  used,  and  the  room  was  closed 
for  four  hours.  This  was  found  to  be  insufficient  for  complete  sterili- 
zation of  infectious  material  which  was  covered  or  concealed  to  any 
great  extent  But  with  one  and  a  half  litres  and  three  and  a  half 
hours'  exposure,  complete  sterilization  was  effected. 

That  the  substance  has  remarkable  power  of  penetration  was  proved 
by  the  fact  that  all  parts  of  clothing,  including  seams  and  inside  of 
pockets,  were  sterilized  in  all  parts  of  the  room,  and  the  typhoid  cul- 
tures were  destroyed,  although  covered  with  a  layer  of  sand  a  half- 
inch  deep.    When  two  litres  of  the  alcohol  were  used,  aud  exposure 
continued  seven  hours,  cultures  of  typhoid  and  diphtheria  placed  be- 
neath bed  clothes,  under  the  pillows,  within  the  mattress,  and  even 
rolled  up  in  a  mattress  and  the  whole  tied  into  as  compact  a  bundle 
as  possible,  were  found  to  be  completely  sterilized.     From  his  observ- 
ations Robinson  is  of  the  opinion  that  at  least  a  quart  of  alcohol 
should  be  used  in  disinfecting  an  ordinary  living-room.   This  amount 
will  yield  about  thirty-six  volumes  of  the  aldehyd  gas,  which,  as  such, 
or  in  solution,  is  practically  without  injurious  effect  on  metals,  wood, 
cloth,  and  most  colore. — Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sciences.  [w.  n.  m.] 


A   STUDY    OF    SUN-STROKE. 

A  thorough  discussion  of  the  symptoms,  treatment,  and  causes  of 
sun-stroke,  is  contributed  to  the  Medical  News  (July  24)  by  Dr.  Alex- 
ander  Lambert,  of  New  York,  who  bases  his  conclusions  largely  on. 
statistics  and  observations  of  sun-strokes  in  that  city  during  the  in- 
tensely hot  weather  of  last  year.  After  comparing  medical  and  mete- 
orological statistics  for  this  heated  term  he  says : 

To  sum  up  the  causes  of  the  sun-strokes,  then,  we  have  the  exces- 
sive and  unusually  prolonged  high  temperature,  a  high  degree  of 
humidity,  which,  however,  is  usual  for  this  climate,  together  with  the 
absence  of  any  cooling  breezes,  making  a  hot,  sultry,  lifeless  atmo- 
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sphere — the  main  unusual  features  seeming  to  be  the  continuous  hight 
of  the  temperature  and  lack  of  movement  of  the  air. 

"This  is  in  accordance  with  previous  experience,  for  sun  strokes  are 
much  less  common  in  dry,  hot  climates  than  in  more  moist  climates 
with  lower  temperatures ;  e.  </.,  in  India  the  dry,  hot  winds  are  better 
borne  than  the  moist,  warm  winds,  even  with  lower  temperatures.  The 
dry,  hot  winds  cause  a  more  rapid  evaporation  of  the  perspiration  and 
a  cooling  of  the  body,  while  damp  air  diminishes  evaporation  and  the 
refrigerating  processes.  A  lack  of  movement  in  the  air,  with  a  high 
temperature  and  even  a  moderately  high  humidity,  would  have  a  sim- 
ilar effect  and  prevent  cooling.  This  could  be  withstood  for  a  certain 
length  of  time,  but  if  long  continued,  as  it  was  last  summer,  a  time 
would  come  when  the  heat  regulating  mechanism  of  the  body  would 
lose  its  equilibrium,  and,  perspiration  ceasing,  the  danger  to  life 
would  soon  become  imminent  As  has  long  been  known,  man,  of  all 
animals,  can  withstand  the  greatest  variation  in  temperature  for  the 
greatest  length  of  time ;  and  a  few  days  of  excessive  heat  in  New  York 
has  not  usually  caused  a  great  number  of  sun- strokes,  as  the  resist- 
ance of  the  body  is  not  overcome,  except  in  those  whose  equilibrium 
has  been  weakened  by  illness,  great  exhaustion,  or  dissipation. 

"Any  cause  which  lessens  the  resistance  of  the  body  to  external 
influences  may  be  said  to  predispose  to  sun-stroke.  Excesses  of  all 
kinds,  such  as  over-fatigue  or  alcoholism,  either  chronic  alcoholism  or 
even  a  single  alcoholic  excess,  predispose  to  it  The  large  number  of 
cases  in  which  there  was  a  history  of  alcoholism,  either  moderate  or 
excessive,  is  a  most  striking  feature  in  the  cases  collected.  The  great 
majority  of  the  patients  were  alcoholics.  Clinically  the  cases  divide 
themselves  into  three  classes :  first,  heat  prostration ;  second,  asphyx- 
ial  or  milder  forms  of  sun-stroke ;  and  third,  hyperpyrexial  form  of 
sun  stroke." 

Some  interesting  general  statistics  are  comprised  in  the  following 
paragraph: 

"The  majority  of  the  sun- strokes  occurred  between  2  and  5  p.  m., 
and  between  7  and  10  p.  m.  The  nationalities  were  most  diverse ; 
Americans,  English,  Irish,  Scotch,  Swedes,  Moravians,  French,  Rus- 
sians, Austrians,  Italians,  Bohemians,  Poles,  Germans,  and  Swiss 
were  represented.  The  histories  show  no  case  of  a  Negro  being  over- 
come. The  occupations  were  equally  varied,  and  comprised  all  kinds 
requiring  severe  manual  labor,  and  also  those  which  did  not  require 
it,  such  as  laborers  of  all  kinds  and  trades,  clerks,  policemen,  sales- 
men, conductors,  etc.  Among  the  women  cooks  and  laundresses  pre- 
dominated. Direct  exposure  to  the  sun  was  not  necessary,  although 
such  exposure  did  cause  the  largest  number  of  attacks.  Among  those 
who  were  stricken  while  at  work,  the  greatest  number  were  brought  in 
from  two  to  five  p,  m.  After  work  has  ceased  for  the  day,  and  the  indi- 
viduals had  time  to  go  home  and  eat  supper,  usually  with  beer,  the 
increased  oxidation  and  heat  produced  by  food,  added  to  the  fatigue 
vol.  lvii.— -38 
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of  the  day,  and  the  still  hot,  vitiated  atmosphere  of  the  tenements, 
caused  the  occurrence  of  a  large  number  of  cases  between  seven  and 
nine  p.  m.  In  the  middle  of  the  night,  the  bakers  and  firemen  would 
succumb,  and,  together  with  those  who  had  been  unconscious  for  some 
hours,  would  be  brought  to  the  hospitals,  thus  keeping  up  the  steady 
stream  of  patients." 

After  a  long  discussion  of  modern  methods  of  treatment,  in  which 
coaling  processes  play  a  large  part — ice- water  baths,  icepacks,  and 
cold-water  sprays— Dr.  Lambert  passes  on  to  a  description  of  the 
different  theories  of  the  mechanism  of  sun-stroka  To  what  are  due 
the  violent  effects  of  great  heat  on  the  nervous  system?  This  question 
has  been  answered  in  general  in  two  ways :  First,  the  effects  are  due 
directly  to  high  temperature ;  second,  they  are  due  to  poisoning  by 
some  substance  produced  in  the  body  by  heat  Dr.  Van  Gieson,  a 
recent  experimenter,  finds,  from  microscopic  examination,  that  the 
elements  of  the  nerve  axis  in  cases  of  sun-stroke  are  decomposed  in  a 
manner  precisely  similar  to  that  due  to  a  great  variety  of  poisons.  Ten 
years  ago  Vincent,  in  France,  came  to  a  similar  conclusion,  namely, 
that  sun-stroke  was  a  poisoning  of  the  economy  by  the  products  of 
combustion,  that  accumulate  in  the  blood."  Dr.  Lambert  seems  to 
look  upon  the  new  theory  with  favor,  although  he  hesitates  to  exclude 
the  other  entirely.     He  concludes  as  follows : 

"The  theory  of  autointoxication,  with  heat  as  a  contributing  cause, 
seems,  therefore,  to  be  as  capable  of  explaining  the  symptoms  of  sun- 
stroke and  its  sequelae  as  the  theory  that  heat  alone  is  the  cause ;  while 
my  own  experience  last  summer  inclined  me  to  think  that  there  was 
something  besides  the  effects  of  heat  which  was  causing  such  terrible 
results,  there  is  still  so  much  work  to  be  done  in  the  cellular  pathology 
of  all  the  viscera,  and  so  many  experiments  to  be  made  as  to  the  effects 
of  heat  on  the  animal  organism,  and  these  effects  studied  by  the  new 
staining  methods  in  vogue  in  cellular  pathology,  that  it  can  not  be 
claimed  that  the  autointoxication  is  as  yet  conclusively  proved.  Heat 
alone,  however,  does  not  seem  sufficient  to  explain  all  the  clinical  and 
pathological  observations,  while  heat  with  the  autointoxication  of  the 
body  better  explains  the  cause  and  effects  of  sun-stroke." — Literary 
Digest,  VoL  xv.  No.  15.  [w.  n.  m.] 


Treatment  of   Hernia  in  Childhood, 

George  Heaton  (Birmingham  Med.  Rev.)  states  that,  in  his  ex- 
perience, hernia  becomes  less  frequent  in  children  year  by  year  up  to 
the  age  of  twelve  or  thirteen,  and  believes  this  is  due  to  the  tendency 
toward  spontaneous  cure  in  the  very  young.  He  also  thinks  that  in 
making  a  prognosis  the  following  are  the  chief  facts  to  be  considered : 

Age :  The  younger  the  patient  and  the  earlier  the  treatment  is  be- 
gun, the  better  the  prospect  of  ultimate  cure. 

The  character  of  the  hernia :   Umbilical  hernia  is  usually  cured  by 
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proper  attention,  while  femoral  hernia  is  rarely  cured  by  truss,  and 
seldom  disappears  spontaneously;  inguinal  hernia  may  partake  of 
either  characteristic. 

Sex :  Inguinal  hernia  in  girls  may  usually  be  cured  by  truss. 

Due  regard  must  be  had  to  avoid  any  cause  of  irritation  or  strain- 
ing, such  as  diarrhoea,  colic,  bronchitis,  threadworms,  etc. ;  and  should 
operations  appear  to  be  necessary,  it  is  well  to  take  into  consideration 
the  age,  the  financial  condition  of  the  parents,  and  the  irreducibility 
of  the  hernia — as  the  younger  the  child,  the  better  the  chance  of  a 
cure  without  operation  ;  and  if  the  parents  can  not  afford  a  long  course 
of  treatment  an  early  operation  is  advisable ;  while  if  a  suitable  truss 
can  not  be  applied,  or  if  the  hernia  is  accompanied  by  testis  in  the 
inguinal  canal,  an  operation  is  necessary. 

Dr.  Heaton  further  says  that  he  goes  no  further  than  to  cut  away 
the  sac  after  ligaturing  its  neck,  and  does  not  even  suture  the  pillars 
of  the  external  ring.  In  cases  of  congenital  hernia  he  forms  a  tunica 
vaginalis  by  closing  the  lowest  portion  of  the  sac  by  means  of  a  con- 
tinuous suture.  With  the  use  of  antiseptics  such  operations  are  at- 
tended by  little  risk,  and  the  patient  should  be  kept  in  bed  for  five  or 
six  days  to  permit  the  parts  to  thoroughly  consolidate. 

Twenty-three  such  operations  have  been  made  by  him,  resulting  in 
twenty  perfect  cures,  one  relapse  soon  after  operation,  and  two  relapses 
some  months  afterward — a  very  good  record. 

He  also  says  that  for  children  under  two  years  of  age  the  best  form 
of  truss  is  one  of  soft  worsted,  of  which  several  should  be  kept  on  hand 
and  changed  as  often  as  desirable.  Above  that  age  a  well-made 
spring  truss,  covered  with  leather,  should  be  used,  and  he  advises 
that  it  be  always  applied  by  the  physician  himself. 

Such  a  truss  should  be  constantly  worn  if  a  cure  is  to  be  expected, 
and  the  parts  should  be  occasionally  bathed  with  weak  alcohol  and 
water  to  keep  the  skin  from  chafing.  Care  must  always  be  constantly 
exercised  to  prevent  the  hernial  contents  from  descending. — American 
Med.  -Surg.  Bulletin. 


Quinine  Amaurosis. 

E.  Gruening  (New  York)  reports  two  cases.  The  essential  feature 
of  quinine  amaurosis  are  the  sudden  occurrence  of  deafness  and  blind- 
ness, the  return  of  the  function  of  hearing  within  twenty  four  hours, 
the  restoration  of  central  vision  after  days,  weeks,  or  months,  perma- 
nent abolition  of  peripheric  vision,  ischsemia  of  the  retinal  arteries  and 
veins,  and  the  absence  of  inflammatory  changes  in  the  interior  of  the 
eya  Quinine  intoxication,  associated  with  transitory  amaurosis,  how- 
ever, occurs  at  times  in  milder  forms,  showing  a  less  pronounced  con- 
traction of  the  retinal  arteries  and  veins,  and  a  decided  fullness  of  the 
capillaries  of  the  optic  disk  as  a  permanent  condition. 

One  of  his  patients  was  a  woman,  aged  fifty  years,  who  had  taken 
thirty  grains  of  quinine  at  one  dose  in  the  evening,  and  awoke  next 
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morning  totally  blind  and  deaL  Hearing  and  sight  returned ;  central 
vision  and  color  perception  became  normal  in  a  few  days,  but  the  field 
of  vision  remained  permanently  contracted. 

The  second  patient  was  a  man,  aged  seventy-three  years,  who  took 
160  grains  of  quinine  in  three  days,  and  suddenly  became  deaf  and 
blind.  Hearing  and  sight  returned  in  thirty-six  hours,  but  the  visual 
field  remained  greatly  contracted. 

In  both  cases  the  optic  disks  remained  red  rather  than  pale,  and  the 
retinal  vessels  were  but  little  altered. — ^Y.  Y.  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary 
Reports,  1897. 


A  Joke  on  Pasteur. 

The  story  has  been  going  the  rounds  of  the  journals  for  some  time 
of  Pasteur  and  his  cherries.  Just  before  eating  some  cherries  he  dip- 
ped each  one  in  a  glass  of  water  and  wiped  it  very  carefully.  Notic- 
ing that  some  persons  at  the  table  were  amused,  he  discussed  at  length 
to  them  on  the  dangers  in  microbes  and  animalculse.  A  few  moments 
later,  while  conversing  quite  earnestly  with  friends,  he  suddenly  took 
the  glass  in  which  he  had  so  carefully  washed  the  cherries,  and  drank 
the  water,  microbes  and  alL  We  relate  the  story  here  simply  to  ask 
why  should  this  be  such  an  unusual  joke  on  a  scientist,  when  we  see 
things  of  a  similar  character  about  us  each  day. 

We  see  the  ideal  aseptic  surgeon,  who  takes  advantage  of  every  op- 
portunity to  dilate  on  the  dangers  from  germs,  and  how  modern  sur- 
gery, as  practiced  by  him,  owes  its  great  success  to  the  fact  that  it  has 
freed  itself  from  all  forms  of  germ  life,  we  see  this  surgeon  in  the 
midst  of  an  operation  wipe  the  perspiration  from  his  face  with  the  back 
of  his  hand,  or  we  see  him  grasp  the  table  and  move  it  about,  or  we 
even  see  him  close  the  door  of  his  operating  room !  We  see  the  gen- 
eral practitioner  coming  out  of  a  room  in  which  is  a  case  of  scarlet 
fever  or  diphtheria,  and  in  the  most  vigorous  manner  wash  and  scrub 
his  hands,  to  the  neglect  of  the  face  and  hair,  and  forgetful  of  the 
wearing  apparel !  We  see  the  physician  order  that  the  milk  shall  be 
sterilized,  and  yet  allow  the  mother  to  pour  it  into  unclean  nursing 
bottles !  We  see  these  inconsistent  things  about  us  all  the  time,  and 
we  would  explain,  for  the  relief  of  Pasteur,  that  we  are  all  more  or 
less  guilty  of  the  crime  of  which  he  is  accused. — Jour,  of  Prac.  Med 


Salt  in  Milk  for  Childbem. — The  addition  of  sodium  chloride  pre- 
vents the  solid  coagulation  of  milk  by  either  rennet  or  gastric  juice. 

The  cow's  milk  ought  never  to  be  given  without  table  salt,  and  the 
latter  ought  to  be  added  to  women's  milk  when  it  behaves  like  cow's 
milk  in  regard  to  solid  curdling  and  consequent  indigestibility. 

Habitual  constipation  of  children  is  influenced  beneficially,  since 
not  only  is  the  food  made  more  digestible,  but  the  alimentary  secre- 
tions, both  serous  and  glandular,  are  made  more  effective  by  its  pres- 
ence.— Dr.  A.  Jacobi. 
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Meningitis  following  ExcUlon  of  the  Bye- Ball. 

C.  Devereaux  Marshall  (London)  states  that  between  the  years 
1862  and  1896  there  have  been  6580  eyes  excised  at  Moorfield's  Hos- 
pital, among  which  8  fatal  cases  have  occurred.  He  reports  5  of  these 
cases  with  autopsies  and  microscopical  examinations,  and  from  an  ex- 
tended study  of  the  subject  concludes : 

1.  Meningitis  may  be  present  for  a  certain  time  without  there  be- 
ing sufficient  symptoms  to  enable  one  to  diagnosticate  the  disease. 

2.  Meningitis  has  been  known  to  follow  other  operations  besides 
the  excision  of  suppurating  eyes,  and  cases  are  also  recorded  in  which 
the  excision  of  an  eye  which  was  not  suppurating  ha?  been  followed 
by  death  from  meningitis. 

3.  The  changes  seen  in  many  cases  indicate  that  the  disease  is  of 
older  standing  than  the  symptoms  would  appear  to  indicate. 

4  Infection  may  occur  at  any  time  from  an  eye  which  is  suppurat- 
ing, and  the  longer  the  pus  is  shut  up  in  the  eje  the  greater  is  the 
risk  and  the  greater  will  be  the  absorption  of  products  of  suppuration. 

5.  There  are  two  ways  in  which  meningitis  may  arise :  (a)  by  di- 
rect extension  along  the  optic  nerve  and  structures  passing  through 
the  sphenoidal  fissure ;  (6)  by  infective  material  being  carried  along 
the  vessels. 

6.  The  sooner  the  pus  is  got  rid  of  the  better,  and  if  it  is  not  de- 
sirable to  excise  the  eye,  it  should  be  at  once  opened,  the  contents  com- 
pletely removed,  the  sclerotic  thoroughly  scrubbed  out,  and  both  it 
and  the  surrounding  parts  made  aseptic.  Owing  to  there  being  no 
clear  cornea  to  injure,  a  far  stronger  antiseptic  may  be  employed  than 
would  be  possible  if  a  seeing  eye  were  present. 

7.  As  the  products  of  putrefaction  may  have  soaked  into  the  scler- 
otic and  infected  the  surrounding  parts,  it  is  far  better  to  remove  it ; 
good  drainage  is  then  insured,  and  every  piece  of  useless  and  suppu- 
rating tissue  is  removed. — Royal  Lond.  Ophthal.  Hosp.  Rep. 


Acne  Rosacea. 

The  treatment  found  most  successful  by  Dr,  R  Abrahams  of  Mt. 
Sinai  Hospital,  New  York,  consists  of  local  subcutaneous  injections  of 
96  per  cent  alcohol.  The  part  is  compressed  wich  the  fingers,  and 
20  or  30  drops  of  alcohol  injected  with  a  clean  hypodermatic  syringe 
with  a  thin  needle.  The  immediate  effect  of  the  injection  is  a  swell- 
ing and  anaemia  of  the  area  subjected  to  it,  lasting  but  a  few  moments ; 
next  there  is  an  increased  redness,  lasting  from  half  an  hour  to  three 
or  four  hours ;  this  gradually  disappears,  and  the  treated  skin  area 
assumes  normal  color.  The  dilated  blood-vessels  and  papu'es  will  be 
found,  after  repeated  injections,  to  undergo  slow  but  sure  obliteration, 
until  finally  the  whole  lesion  disappear?,  and  the  affected  integument 
appears  normal.  The  treatment  lasts  two  months,  or  longer. — Am. 
Medico  Surg.  Bulletin. 
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THE   ECLECTIC    MEDICAL   INSTITUTE. 

The  friends  and  graduates  of  the  college  are  always  eager  for 
news  at  the  beginning  of  another  college  year.  The  session  began 
September  20th,  with  an  enrollment  of  students  which  presages  a 
large  class.  As  will  be  remembered,  the  Freshman  class  last  year 
was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  college.  This  year  it  may  not  be 
quite  as  large,  owing  to  the  change  from  the  three  to  the  four  years 
course.  And  when  we  say  that  the  four  years  course  has  been  inau- 
gurated, we  mean  that  we  shall  adhere  strictly  to  the  requirements  as 
laid  down  in  our  announcement. 

As  reiterated  time  and  again,  we  propose  to  continue  giving  a  thor- 
ough and  complete  course  in  medicine,  and  that  our  aim  is  quality. 
We  have  constantly  stated  that  the  Institute  proposes  to  maintain  a 
high  standard,  and  to  teach  students  so  that  her  graduates  may  not 
fear  the  enforcement  of  any  medical  law.  This  stand  may  frighten 
away  some,  but  it  has  brought  to  us  a  class  of  students  who  want  to 
prepare  themselves  thoroughly  to  face  without  feir  th«>  medical  regu- 
lations of  the  future.  The  twenty- six  weeks  session  will  extend  to  the 
first  week  in  April ;  the  eight  months  term  to  May  10th. 

New  students  should  enter  without  delay,  and  they  can  attend  the 
additional  six  weeks  without  charge,  if  they  choose. 


VERATRUM    VIRIDE. 

This  remedy  has  been  variously  praised  and  condemned  by  authors 
on  materia  medica.  When  properly  used  it  is  an  excellent  remedy, 
and  when  improperly  used  it  is  harm  provoking.  Our  experience  is 
based  upon  the  specific  medicine  which  in  our  hands  has  always  given 
uniform  results. 

Several  active  principles  or  alkaloids  have  been  obtained  from  vera- 
trum  viride,  but  none  of  them  represent  the  drug.  A  natural  solution 
of  all  of  the  constituents  of  the  drug  is  necessary.  No  solution  of  act- 
ive principles  will  represent  it,  according  to  our  experience. 

The  specific  medicine  may  be  given  in  doses  varying  from  one  sixth 
of  a  drop  to  fifteen  or  twenty  drops,  according  to  the  severity  of  the 
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case  and  the  effect  desired.  Overdoses  produce  emesis,  and  herein 
lies  the  safety  of  the  drug,  as  no  fatal  effects  are  recorded,  though 
large  doses  have  been  given  and  poisonous  effects  produced.  These 
lethal  symptoms  are,  dilated  pupils,  vertigo,  nausea,  severe  cramping 
pains  in  the  stomach  and  intestines,  cold,  clammy  skin,  alarming  de- 
pression. Fortunately,  too,  its  maximum  effect  is  soon  reached,  and 
is  not  very  permanent,  soon  passing  away.  Stimulants,  hot  local  ap- 
plications, strychnine,  etc.,  are  to  be  used  in  overcoming  the  depression 
caused  by  it.  The  recumbent  position  should  be  rigidly  enforced  in 
a  patient  taking  veratrum,  as  it  greatly  lessens  the  tendency  toward 
vomiting  and  vertigo. 

In  therapeutic  action  veratrum  is  a  heart  depressant.  It  lowers 
muscle  tonus  by  some  special  or  specific  action  on  the  nervous  system. 
When  it  is  given  in  proper  doses  and  under  proper  indications,  it  les- 
sens the  frequency  of  the  heart's  action  by  removing  the  obstruction 
to  the  circulation.  At  the  same  time,  through  its  influence  all  of  the 
secretions  of  the  body  are  increased  to  a  great  degree.  The  heart 
beats  are  less  frequent,  therefore  stronger,  the  nervous  tension  is  let 
down,  and  through  the  increased  secretion  and  excretion  high  temper- 
ature and  other  dependent  symptoms  are  quickly  relieved. 

Prof.  Howe,  with  whom  veratrum  was  a  great  favorite,  ascribed  to 
it  alterative  properties.  The  fact  that  it  so  thoroughly  unlocks  the 
secretions,  opens  the  sluices  and  flood-gates  of  the  body,  would  likely 
render  it  alterative  as  well  as  sedative,  and  might  also  place  it  under 
other  classifications  as  well. 

The  special  indications  calling  for  the  use  of  veratrum  is  a  sthenic 
condition  in  which  there  is  a  large,  full,  strong,  frequent,  even  wiry, 
pulse,  a  flushed  surface,  a  condition  of  active  inflammation.  It  is  usu- 
ally, therefore,  a  remedy  in  the  strong,  full  blooded,  robust.  It  is 
contra-indicated  by  depression  and  exhaustion,  by  valvular  heart  dis- 
eases, and  in  enfeebled  muscular  states,  as  well  as  by  a  dilated 
or  fatty  heart.  It  should  not  be  given  in  large  doses  in  acute  perito- 
nitis or  gastritis,  because  the  vomiting  provoked  by  it  would  do  the 
patient  much  harm. 

Prof.  Hare  says :  "Veratrum  is  one  of  the  safest  and  best  circula- 
tory depressants  that  we  have  for  use  in  adults. "  We  can  not  accept 
this  in  its  broadest  sense,  but  would  modify  it  by  placing  about  it  an 
indication  limit.  However,  veratrum  is,  when  indicated  as  above,  an 
excellent  remedy  in  some  heart  troubles.  It  favorably  influences  the 
irritable  heart  of  the  inveterate  smoker  or  the  nervous  student  It  is 
the  remedy  for  the  active  hypertrophied  heart  with  the  strong  pulse, 
bright  eyes,  and  severe  headache.  In  cases  of  aneurism,  when  vera- 
trum symptoms  prevail,  its  administration  will  lessen  the  danger  of 
rupture.  However,  great  care  must  be  used  that  it  does  not  provoke 
emesis,  or  the  rupture  might  be  induced. 

Veratrum  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  some  cases  of  cerebral  hyperemia, 
cerebritis,  cerebrospinal  meningitis,  and  allied  conditions.    It  has 
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been  highly  praised  as  a  remedy  for  erysipelas,  and  is  used  both  locally 
and  internally.  It  is  not  a  specific  for  this  disease,  but  for  certain 
conditions  that  frequently  prevail  with  this  lesion. 

In  the  early  stage  of  pneumonia,  when  there  is  a  high  temperature, 
full,  bounding  pulse,  etc.,  veratrum  is  the  remedy.  Other  indicated 
remedies  may  be  used  with  it  or  in  alternation  with  it  However,  we 
believe  that  a  very  great  deal  of  harm  is  done  by  the  injudicious  admin- 
istration of  veratrum  to  pneumonia  patients.  It  should  be  given  only 
to  sthenic  case*,  and  to  these  only  in  the  stage  of  active  inflammation. 

Prof.  Hare  says :  "  After  the  onset  of  the  lesions  following  the  period 
of  congestion  or  hyperemia,  its  use  is  not  only  valueless,  but  malprac- 
tice." We  fully  concur  in  this  expression.  In  this  condition  it  favors 
congestion,  and  tends  to  paralyze  the  heart,  and  disturbs  the  stomach. 

Veratrum  is  an  excellent  remedy  in  some  cases  of  puerperal  perito- 
nitis. It  reduces  the  temperature,  and  unlocks  the  secretions,  and 
improvement  is  rapid.  However,  if  there  is  a  tendency  to  vomit,  spe- 
cific aconite  may  be  preferred  as  a  sedative.  Veratrum  is  also  the 
most  efficient  remedy  known  to  us  in  sthenic  cases  of  puerperal  con- 
vulsiona  We  would  give  it  to  these  cases  in  very  large  doses,  from 
ten  to  twenty  drops  every  hour,  together  with  hypodermic  injections 
of  morphine,  large  doses  also. 

Veratrum  is  an  excellent  remedy  locally  and  internally  in  acute 
orchitis.     It  can  be  combined  with  phytolacca  or  Pulsatilla. 

In  some  cases  of  rheumatism  and  delirium  tremens,  acute  mania 
and  tonsillitis,  in  acute  hepatitis,  pleurisy,  the  early  stages  of  phthisis 
pulmonalis,  and  of  Bright's  disease,  veratrum  is  certainly  an  efficient 
medicament  It  has  received  praise  as  a  remedy  for  exophthalmic 
goitre,  and  has  been  recommended  in  typhoid  fever.  We  have  little 
confidence  in  its  use  in  the  former,  and  do  not  generally  advise  its  ad- 
ministration in  the  latter  disease.  We  believe  that,  as  a  rule,  seda- 
tives do  more  harm  than  good  in  typhoid  fever.  However,  with  vera- 
trum symptoms  prevailing  in  a  case,  we  would  not  hesitate  to  give  it 
in  small  doses,  and  watch  its  action  carefully  that  it  produces  no  de- 
pression. We  would  not  continue  it  long,  and  would  likely  only  give 
it  to  the  patient  who  has  great  hyper-pyrexia  and  wild  delirium. 

We  seldom  use  veratrum  in  diseases  of  children.  Occasionally,  per- 
haps a  case  presents  in  which  it  does  well,  but  care  is  always  necessary. 

Veratrum  is  sometimes  a  remedy  for  neuralgia  and  headache.  Fe- 
ver is  nearly  always  an  accompaniment  It  is  a  remedy  frequently 
demanded  in  convulsions  and  in  malarial  fever  immediately  after  the 
chill. 

Veratrum  is  occasionally  a  cough  remedy.  It  affects  the  circulation 
and  increases  the  expectoration,  etc.  The  same  may  be  said  of  vera- 
trum in  chronic  diseases,  it  is  an  occasional  remedy. 

Used  properly  it  is  a  good  remedy ;  used  improperly  it  is  a  bad  ona 

w.  E.   B. 
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UTERINE    DISORDERS. 

II.  Chronic  Corporeal  Endometritis. — Chronic  inflammation  of 
the  mucous  lining  of  the  womb  is  of  much  more  frequent  occurrence 
than  the  acute  variety.  It  is  probably  the  most  common  of  the  vari- 
ous disorders  of  the  uterus,  and  more  frequently  requires  the  attention 
of  the  physician,  and  treatment,  than  any  other  disease  peculiar  to  the 
female.  It  may  occur  at  any  time  after  puberty,  though  less  likely  in 
the  nuliparous  woman,  and  quite  unusual  after  the  menopause. 

This  difficulty  may  arise  from  a  variety  of  causes ;  it  frequently  fol- 
lows as  a  sequel  of  the  acute  variety,  though  all  authors  agree  that  it 
may  exist  from  the  beginning  in  the  chronic  form.  Many  cases,  no 
doubt  are  due  to  gonorrhoea ;  others  again,  to  sepsis,  and  from  each 
we  may  have  the  chronic  inflammation  without  a  preliminary  acute 
stage.  It  always  follows  uterine  displacements,  also  frequently  results 
from  a  chronic  congestion  consequent  upon  exposure,  indiscretion,  or 
catching  cold  near  the  menstrual  period.  Fibroid,  or  in  fact  any  form 
of  intra-uterine  tumors  will,  in  the  course  of  time,  produce  some  form 
of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  inner  lining  of  the  womb. 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  however,  this  affection  should  be  attributed 
to  abortion,  or  to  subinvolution  following  parturition  at  or  near  term ; 
but  almost  any  disease  of  the  cervix  or  body  of  the  uterus  may  in 
time  result  in  this  form  of  chronic  inflammation.  The  entire  mucous 
membrane  throughout  may  be  included  in  the  inflammatory  action,  or 
it  may  be  localized  and  limited  to  a  small  portion,  or  in  fact  to  various 
circumscribed  areas  of  the  lining  of  the  body. 

Of  the  symptoms,  the  one  most  in  evidence  is  the  muco  purulent 
discharge — leucorrhoea.  It  is  usually  quite  profuse,  and  frequently 
streaked  with  blood.  The  amount,  as  a  rule,  will  depend  upon  the 
extent  and  severity  of  the  inflammation ;  it  is  always  increased  in  an- 
ticipation of  menstruation.  The  discharge  is  of  about  the  consistence 
of  pus,  usually  of  a  yellowish  color,  occasionally  tending  to  a  milkish 
appearance,  which  is  in  decided  contrast  to  the  glairy  mucus  thrown 
out  in  abundance  in  inflammation  of  the  lining  of  the  neck  of  the 
uterus,  or  endometritis,  which  will  be  considered  later.  The  admix- 
ture of  the  two  discharges  will  be  noticed  in  the  event  of  a  general 
inflammation  of  the  corporeal  and  cervical  endometrium.  The  men- 
strual function  is  more  or  less  affected  in  this  disease,  as  is  usually 
the  case  in  inflammation  of  the  uterus  or  appendages.  The  periods 
are  prolongel  and  an  unnatural  quantity  of  blood  is  lost.  Metror- 
rhagia is  also  complained  of  in  some  cases — hemorrhagic  losses  occur- 
ring every  two  or  three  weeks.  As  a  consequence  of  the  menstrual 
excesses  the  patient  will  become  anaemic,  prostrated,  and  nervous. 

Pain  will  soon  become  a  prominent  symptom,  as  a  natural  conse- 
quence of  the  development  and  continuation  of  the  disease.  Severe 
pain  will  be  noted  in  the  abdomen  and  back,  corresponding  to  the 
uterus.     The  pains  will  likewise,  in  many  cases,  radiate  from  the  ute- 
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rus  to  the  ovarian  region,  and  downward  to  the  upper  and  back  part 
of  the  thigha  A  dull,  aggravating  headache  is  almost  constantly 
present,  most  intense  on  top  of  the  head,  as  is  true  of  nearly  all  ute 
rine  headaches.  Hysteria,  mental  hebetude,  and  the  various  reflex 
neuroses,  will  follow  sooner  or  later  in  the  course  of  the  disease,  unless 
prevented  by  early  and  judicious  treatment. 

The  uterus  becomes  gradually  hypertrophied,  which  can  be  detected 
by  bimanual  palpation.  The  use  of  the  speculum  will  aid  somewhat 
in  the  diagnosis ;  the  escaping  discharge  and  general  appearance  of 
the  organ  can  thus  be  observed.  The  introduction  of  the  sound  will 
usually  excite  a  slight  hemorrhage,  and  be  stained  with  blood  upon 
its  withdrawal 

The  treatment  in  this  form  of  uterine  inflammation,  in  the  experi- 
ence of  most  practitioners,  resolves  itself  into  the  general  and  local. 
Constitutional  treatment  may,  under  certain  circumstances,   aid  in 
building  up  the  system,  relieving  special  symptoms,  or  alleviating 
severe  suffering,  but  such  benefits  at  best  can  only  be  temporary.     In 
our  judgment  the  general  treatment  should  be  secondary,  and  the 
immediate  treatment  consist  of  thorough  curettage  to  the  extent  of 
removing  the  entire  broken  down  and  diseased  endometrium ;  after 
which  the  administration  of  tonics,  and  the  general  specifically  indi- 
cated agents  may  assist  in  some  permanent  benefit.     The  patient 
should  be  prepared  as  in  any  ordinary  operation,  by  attention  to  baths, 
the  bowels,  diet,  etc.     After  sterilization,  and  under  an  anaesthetic, 
the  softened  and  disintegrated  material  should  be  carefully  scraped 
away  with  the  curette.     It  is  well  thereafter  to  make  an  application, 
by  means  of  a  little  cotton  wrapped  around  the  sound  as  an  applica- 
tor, of  either  pure  carbolic  acid  or  iodine.     A  new  and  healthy  endo- 
metrial lining  is  usually  developed  within  six  to  eight  weeks,  within 
which  time  the  patient  is  greatly  benefited,  if  not  completely  restored 
to  health. 

Some  benefit  may  be  derived  from  the  use  of  intra  uterine  injections 
of  astringents,  or  wiping  away  the  discharge  and  dressing  the  parts 
with  an  application  of  fluid  hydrastis,  distillate  hamamelis,  or  glyce- 
role  of  tannin ;  but  the  benefit  can  only  be  transient,  and  it  is  much 
better  to  resort  at  once  to  means  that  will  give  permanent  and  lasting 
benefits  and  results.  b.  c.  w. 


INJECTION  OP  HEHORRHOIDS. 

The  injection  method  of  treating  hemorrhoids  has  passed  through 
many  vicissitudes  of  favor  and  disfavor,  and  we  still  find  the  practice 
in  vogue  and  growing  in  popularity,  Notwithstanding  all  that  has 
been  said  against  the  use  of  the  hypodermic  needle  in  the  treatment 
of  piles  and  in  favor  of  the  knife,  ligature  cautery  or  clamp,  there  are 
many  who  continue  to  find  injection  both  effective  and  satisfactory. 
It  was  urged  by  Kelsy,  Keys,  Allington,  and  others,  that  relapses 
sometimes  followed  this  practice,  and  that  fistulas,  fissure,  or  ulcer 
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were  occasional  sequelae.  These  statements  may  be  admitted,  but  we 
find  upon  investigation  that  similar  sequelae,  follow  any  form  of  oper- 
ation, whether  it  be  cutting,  tying,  burning,  or  clamping,  and  that 
perhaps  less  trouble  occurs  after  injection  than  any  of  the  other  plans 
of  cure. 

The  technique  for  the  hypodermic  injection  of  pile  tumors  is  as  fol- 
lows :  The  bowels  are  cleared  by  a  copious  injection  of  warm  water, 
the  parts  washed.  The  patient  is  then  placed  on  his  side  with  the 
legs  drawn  up,  and  directed  to  bear  down,  thus  bringing  into  view 
the  tumors  to  be  injected ;  a  speculum  is  seldom  necessary.  The  syr- 
inge and  needle  should  be  placed  in  boiling  water  until  required.  The 
quantity  of  solution  to  be  injected  should  be  carefully  measured ;  from 
three  to  six  drops  for  small  tumors,  and  not  more  than  ten  in  any  case. 
Force  the  air  out  of  the  syringe  before  beginning,  introduce  the  point 
of  the  needle  into  the  apex  of  the  pile  tumor,  discharge  the  fluid  into 
the  pile  only  and  not  into  the  tissues  beneath,  and  do  not  withdraw 
the  needle  until  the  tumor  becomes  blanched  and  pallid.  Place  the 
finger  over  the  needle  prick  for  a  moment  after  removal.  Make  a 
fresh  solution  for  each  treatment,  and  inject  but  one  or  two  tumors  at 
one  time.  The  patient  should  remain  quiet  for  an  hour  after  treat- 
ment ;  the  diet  should  be  of  a  soluble  and  relaxing  nature  for  a  few 
days  following. 

The  solution  to  be  used  is : 

R.     Acidi  Carbolici gr.  x. 

Glycerine oj. 

Aqua oj.        M. 

Sig.    Inject  three,  five  or  ten  drops,  according  to  size  of  tumor. 

l.   w. 

TRITICUM    REPENS -Couch  Grass. 

This  remedy  is  used  both  in  the  form  of  specific  medicine  and  as 
an  infusion.  Of  the  former  the  dose  is  from  one  to  ten  drops,  well 
diluted,  every  hour  or  two.  Of  the  latter,  a  quart  or  two  may  be  taken 
every  twenty -four  hours.  We  have  given  as  much  as  five  pints  in  this 
time.  We  usually  prescribe  the  specific  medicine,  because  it  is  con- 
venient and  efficient.  Later,  if  the  case  is  intractable  and  does  not 
yield,  we  resort  to  the  infusion.  As  a  remedy  triticum  repens  has  no 
superior  in  the  treatment  of  irritation  of  the  urinary  apparatus.  It 
increases  the  amount  of  urine,  and  renders  it  bland  It  is  also  some- 
what demulcent  in  action. 

Triticum  is  an  excellent  remedy  in  so-called  gravelly  or  phosphatic 
urine.  In  chronic  cystitis  it  is  unexcelled  ;  in  dysuria  from  irritation 
in  the  bladder  or  urethra,  it  is  always  to  be  considered.  The  enlarged 
and  irritable  prostate  in  old  men  is  quickly  quieted  many  times  by  the 
free  use  of  triticum.  In  strangury  and  in  bloody  urine  arising  from 
any  part  of  the  tract  from  the  kidney  to  the  meatus,  triticum  has  few 
if  any  equals,  and  no  superiors.  Especially  is  this  true  of  the  infusion. 
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We  see  that  some  old  school  authorities  highly  recommend  triticum 
in  some  cases  of  jaundice,  in  gout  and  in  chronic  bronchitis.  The 
infusion  iced,  or  with  a  slice  or  two  of  lemon  in  it,  forms  an  excellent 
drink  in  fever.  It  not  only  quiets  the  thirst,  but  keeps  the  secretion 
from  the  kidneys  free.  Many  times  we  have  thought  that  a  free  flow 
of  urine  was  the  most  effective  sedative  possible  to  command.  We 
are  positive  that  we  have  never  seen  ill  effects  'from  fever  while  the 
secretion  from  the  kidneys  was  free.  It  carries  away  both  heat  and 
debris,  and  lessens  the  danger  of  poisonous  contamination  to  a  much 
greater  degree  than  does  evacuation  of  the  bowels.  In  fever  cases  of 
any  kind,  we  are  certain  to  look  after  the  free  flow  of  urine,  while  we 
are  not  so  particular  about  a  movement  of  the  bowels.  We  le'ieve 
in  washing  a  patient  thoroughly  through  the  kidneys.  w.  e.  p. 


OPEN  MEASURES  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF  FRACTURES. 

The  adoption  of  open  measures  in  the  treatment  of  fractures  is 
now  urgently  advocated  by  some  distinguished  surgeons  as  an  im- 
provement, and  in  the  line  of  advance  on  present  and  former  methods. 
By  open  measures  it  is  understood  that  in  every  form  of  fracture  that 
is  complete,  an  incision  should  be  made  to  the  bone  to  reveal  the  ac- 
tual condition  of  the  parts,  in  order  to  prevent  the  unfortunate  and 
serious  results  that  so  often  follow  the  treatment  of  such  injuries. 

It  is  argued  that  in  the  most  simple  form  of  complete  fracture  it  is 
impossible  to  be  certain,  without  visual  or  digital  examination,  that 
there  is  not  some  tissue  interposed  between  the  fragments  which  will 
prevent  a  proper  union.  But  especially  in  those  severer  cases  where 
the  fracture  is  more  or  less  oblique,  with  some  comminution,  and  with 
tearing  up  of  the  periosteum  and  laceration  of  muscle,  it  is  contended 
that  this  is  necessary.  It  converts  a  simple  into  a  compound  fracture, 
and  when  done  under  complete  aseptic  and  antiseptic  conditions,  the 
danger  is  hardly  ever  necessarily  increased. 

It  is  shown  that  a  comminuted  fracture,  with  tissues  lacerated,  and 
complicated  by  a  nerve  being  torn,  though  simple  in  a  surgical  sense, 
if  treated  in  the  ordinary  manner  is  very  likely  to  have  an  unfavorable 
result.  It  may  result  favorably,  but  during  the  period  of  treatment, 
visions  of  a  suit  for  malpractice  will  possibly  haunt  the  surgeon,  for 
he  is  uncertain  of  the  condition  of  the  parts  beneath  the  surface,  and 
it  may  be  impossible  for  union  to  take  place. 

Such  a  case  may  be  opened  up  properly,  effused  blood  allowed  to 
escape,  ruptured  and  bleeding  vessels  closed,  severed  nerves  reunited, 
detached  portions  of  bone  removed,  and  fragments  of  membrane  or 
muscle  extracted,  if  found  between  the  sections  of  bone,  preventing 
their  co-aptation.  If  necessary,  portions  of  bone  may  be  fastened 
together  with  cat  gut  sutures  of  the  periosteum,  or  by  pinning  them, 
or  by  using  the  bony  rings  of  Senn,  to  be  followed  by  antiseptic 
cleansing  and  dressing.     The  wound,  being  a  simple  incised  one,  can 
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be  pressed  together  without  sealing  up,  so  as  to  allow  proper  drainage, 
and  then  dressed  with  an  abundance  of  sterilized  gauze  to  absorb  all 
of  the  discharges.  This  sufficiently  seals  the  wound  and  prevents 
sepsis,  virtually  converting  the  fracture  into  a  simple  fracture,  and  it 
is  then  put  up  in  a  fixed  dressing  of  plaster  or  silicate  of  soda,  eta, 
until  the  bone  is  healed.  The  term  simple  means  surgically  that  there 
is  no  external  wound  of  the  skin  leading  to  the  fractured  bone,  through 
which  infection  of  the  wound  occurs.  Compound  fractures,  especially 
those  primarily  compound,  should  be  opened  up  in  a  similar  manner 
by  enlarging  the  external  wound,  so  as  to  thoroughly  examine  the 
deep  parts,  and  treat  as  in  the  former  case,  and  thus  secure  better 
results  than  is  often  obtained  without  such  treatment 

It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  there  are  many  cases  of  simple 
fracture  in  which  such  incision  and  examination  are  unnecessary.  The 
judgment  of  the  surgeon  is  based  on  a  consideration  of  the  manner  of 
injury,  the  kind  of  fracture,  and  a  manipulation  of  the  parts ;  and  if 
the  fracture  is  dressed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  secure  complete  immo- 
bility of  the  fragments  of  the  bone  upon  each  other, — and  this  often 
includes  the  joints  in  the  dressing, — a  good  result  is  sure  to  be  ob- 
tained. E.   F. 

PHARMACY    FOR  THE    PHYSICIAN. 

A  warrior  to  be  successful  must  be  familiar  with  his  weapons ;  a 
physician  to  succeed  should  be  equally  familiar  with  his  medicines. 
Lack  of  knowledge  of  the  medicines  employed  has  at  times  caused 
serious  havoc  among  physicians.  Such  a  state  of  affairs  prevailed  be- 
fore specific  medication  had  its  birth.  Lack  of  familiarity  on  the  part 
of  the  physician  with  pharmacal  matters  came  near  disrupting  the 
Eclectic  school  in  its  early  history.  Therefore,  we  believe  it  is  every 
physician's  duty  to  acquaint  himself  with  medicines  outside  of  their 
mere  use  in  the  treatment  of  the  sick.  Every  physician  should  know 
something  concerning  the  manufacture  and  preparation  of  his  drugs, 
and  should  be  thoroughly  familiar  with  scientific  methods  of  dispens- 
ing. Whether  he  be  or  be  not  a  dispenser  of  drugs  himself,  he  should 
know  whether  the  druggist  has  properly  dispensed  the  drug  he  has 
prescribed.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  we  refer  to  the  fact  that  a  doc- 
tor should  familiarize  himself  with  the  common  principles  of  phar- 
macy. We  do  not  necessarily  advise  that  he  practice  office  pharmacy, 
for  we  do  not  believe  that  the  few  drugs,  barring  simple  mixtures, 
that  he  would  prepare,  would  give  him  sufficient  practice  to  become 
an  adept  at  practical  pharmacy.  It  is  seldom  that  the  office-prepared 
tincture  equals,  or  comes  anywhere  near  equaling,  medicines  prepared 
scientifically  by  experts ;  yet  the  doctor  should  know  theoretically 
something  concerning  the  methods  employed  in  making  the  various 
classes  of  pharmaceutical  preparations. 

In  this  connection,  we  do  not  believe  that  we  go  too  far  when  we 
say  that  no  doctor  should  consider  his  library  complete,  or  himself 
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well  equipped,  unless  he  has  upon  his  book-shelf  one  or  more  of  the 
recent  standard  works  upon  pharmacy.  A  pharmacopoeia  would  not 
be  amiss,  and  if  he  be  disinclined  to  pureue  regularly  the  study  of 
pharmacal  principles,  unaided  by  teachers,  he  should  enroll  himself 
in  the  classes  of  one  of  the  reputable  home  study  courses  in  pharmacy, 
such  as  the  National  Institute  of  Pharmacy,  or  the  Pharmaceutical 
Era  Course.  Such  a  course  compels  a  systematic  study,  with  no  op- 
portunity of  lagging  on  the  part  of  the  pupil ;  and  an  incalculable 
amount  of  valuable  material  may  be  added  to  his  resources  as  a 
physician. 

It  not  unfrequently  happens  that  we  find  physicians  who  can  not 
draw  a  distinction  between  a  fluid  extract  and  a  common  tincture,  or 
who  have  no  idea  of  the  difference  between  an  alkaloid  and  a  glucoskL 
This  is  all  wrong,  and  could  be  rectified  by  a  few  minutes  application 
each  day — even  less  time  than  is  allotted  to  the  daily  newspaper — to 
the  systematic  study  of  pharmacy  in  its  various  departments. 

H.  W.    F. 

m  ■ 

"THERE  ARE  TABLETS  AND  TABLETS." 

"We  have  not  discovered  any  process  whereby  we  can  reduce 
delicate  fluid  extracts  to  granular  form,  and  press  them  into  tablets, 
and  we  do  not  think  any  one  else  has.  But  we  have  discovered  a  pro- 
cess whereby  we  can  compress  dry,  insoluble  powders — quinine,  aoe- 
tanilid,  sulphur,  etc. — without  the  aid  of  any  chemicals  whatever,  so 
that  upon  contact  with  moisture,  acid,  alkaline  or  neutral,  they  disin- 
tegrate at  once."— Pharmacal  Notes,  March,  1897; p.  18. 

The  foregoing,  from  one  of  the  heaviest  tablet  makers  in  America, 
chimes  so  directly  into  the  line  of  argument  maintained  for  years  by 
the  writer  of  this  paper,  as  to  make  its  reproduction  a  pleasure.  Had 
our  tablet  friends  been  more  conservative,  many  troubles  might  have 
been  avoided.  A  clean  tablet  that  carries  in  itself  what  it  pretends  to 
convey,  is  not  necessarily  inferior  to  a  clean  pill. 

A  so  called  tablet  of  a  substance  that  can  neither  be  dried  nor  pow- 
dered is  an  imposition,  and  credits  neither  its  maker  nor  the  prescriber. 
Bottles  containing  so  called  tablets  of  such  evanescent  substances  as 
can  not  be  made  into  tablets,  have  done  more  to  discredit  the  tablets 
than  tablet  opposition  could  have  done.  Doubtless  many  physicians 
have  thrown  out  the  entire  line  of  tablets  because  of  the  fact  that  they 
were  unable  to  differentiate  between  such  as  carry  their  f ull  drug 
values  and  others  useless. 

For  this  professional  dilemma  none  are  more  to  blame  than  tablet 
makers,  who,  in  the  light  of  experience,  will  recover  from  their  hasty 
enthusiasm,  and  eventually  drop  from  their  lists  such  tablets  as  dis- 
credit the  name,  and  who,  in  doing  so,  will  place  the  tablet  subject 
on  a  more  solid  foundation,  There  is  a  place  in  medicine  for  medi- 
cinally true  tablets,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  an  entire  class  should  suffer 
in  consequence  of  the  bad  company  of  some  of  its  membership. 

j.  c.   x,. 
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A    NEW    ERA. 

In  the  last  number  of  the  august  Lancet-Clinic,  Dr.  J.  C.  Cul- 
bertson,  the  very  able  editor  of  that  journal,  after  reviewing  the  con- 
ditions of  the  better  classes  of  medical  colleges  of  the  United  States, 
says: 

This  uniformity  of  teaching  and  advantages  is  no  longer  located  in 
one  school  of  medicine.  The  teaching  in  the  Eclectic  and  Homoeo- 
pathic schools  is  so  similar  in  every  important  respect  that  tickets  from 
either  are  accepted  in  all  of  the  regular  schools  as  being  of  equal  value 
with  their  own.  Practitioners  in  the  different  schools  do  not  refrain 
from  attending  other  colleges,  and  all  amalgamate  in  the  hospital 
amphitheaters.  Practitioners  of  the  different  schools  meet  socially, 
ana  a  differential  separation  would  not  be  possible.  These  conditions 
are  ominous  and  forebode  that  which  is  good  for  every  one — peace, 
good  will,  and  harmony. 

* 'There  are  yet  living  some  of  the  old  fellows  whose  necks  are  still 
stiff  with  peculiarity  of  views,  just  as  there  are  in  the  churches.  They 
were  born  so,  and  can't  help  it.  Their  children  think  differently  and 
will  do  differently.  In  the  very  near  future  it  will  be  observed  that 
barrier  lines  have  melted,  the  fences  are  beyond  repair,  and  the  clear, 
bright  sunlight  of  science  will  not  only  illuminate  the  professional 
heavens,  but  will  imperceptibly  melt  away  the  angles  of  protrusion.' ' 

And  we  all  join  the  erudite  editor  of  the  Lancet-Clime  in  crying 
peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  all  men.     Amen  !  l.  e.  r. 


••LET    BROTHERLY    LOVE   CONTINUE." 

Our  friends  of  the  Allopathic  persuasion  of  St,  Louis,  they  of  the 
original  Simon-pure,  immaculate,  ethical  branch  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, are  sick,  nigh  unto  death.  The  disease  is  gastrointestinal 
and  fundamental  There  is  borborygmus  and  tenesmus  with  much 
convulsive  movement  and  extreme  nausea. 

Friend  Lanphear,  M.D.,  the  pure,  has  brought  his  penetrating  light 
to  bear  upon  the  case,  and,  after  much  thought  and  consultation,  a 
diagnosis  has  been  made.  There  has  been  too  much  50  cents  a  month 
contract  treatment  of  the  sick  by  high  up  members  of  their  code  of 
ethics  medical  society,  and  too  much  "free  dispensary' '  and  "free  hos- 
pital" treatment  of  rich  and  poor,  in  which  college  professors  of  the 
ethical  school  are  the  beneficiaries,  while  their  less  fortunate  regular 
friends  are  starving  from  the  same  cause.  See  American  Journal  of 
Surgery  and  Gynaecology* 

The  prognosis  is  bad.  The  doctor  administers  a  regular  allopathic 
dose  of  old-fashioned  emetic  of  antimony,  sulphate  of  zinc,  and  mus- 
tard, followed  by  copious  draughts  of  warm  water.  This  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  calomel  purge,  followed  by  epsom  salts,  castor  oil,  and 
croton  oil,  if  it  does  not  operate.  Bleeding  has  already  been  done  to 
syncope,  but  the  remedy  must  be  heroic  or  the  patient  will  die.  If 
the  above  is  not  sufficient  to  purge  the  system  of  those  gross  humors 
we  would  advise  a  Thomsonian  lobelia  emetic,  and  sweat  with  steam- 
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ing,  to  be  followed  by  the  compound  powder  of  jalap  and  senna.  Far- 
ther treatment,  if  necessary,  should  be  by  specific  medication,  and 
we  warrant  it,  the  beacon  light  of  medical  ethics,  according  to  Lan- 
phear,will  shine  with  resplendent  brilliancy  in  the  benighted  borough 
of  St.  Louis.  E.   F. 


NASTINES5  vs.  MEDICINE. 

"In  Great  Britain  patients  are  still  imbued  with  the  general  idea 
that  medicine  to  be  efficacious  must  be  nasty.  They  simply  revel  in 
the  bitterness  of  mixtures  of  quinine  or  nux  vomica ;  they  boldly  over- 
come, by  an  effort  of  will,  the  nauseousness  of  castor  oil  or  sulphate 
of  magnesia ;  they  boldly  believe  that  the  merit  of  cod  liver  oil  is  pro- 
portionate to  the  quantity  of  fishy  smell  and  taste  which  it  retains.  "— 
American  Druggist. 

The  above,  extracted  from  a  paper  by  E.  H.  Mullen,  R  A.,  Ph.  C, 
is  probably  no  exaggeration.  However,  nastiness  in  medicine  is  not 
exclusive  to  Great  Britain ;  there  still  remain  in  America  patients  who 
make  faces  and  yet  do  not  know  that  nastiness  is  largely  unnecessary, 
and  there  are  physicians  who  revel  still  in  heroic  doses  of  nauseating 
drugs.  But  happily  the  modern  physician  is  learning  that  dirt  is  not 
usually  pleasant  to  the  taste,  and  that  plant  dirt  is  often  the  nasty 
and  unnecessary  part  of  medicine ;  and  luckily,  as  the  era  of  civiliza- 
tion progresses,  the  people  are  fast  learning  that  excessive  dosing  with 
nasty  drugs  is  not  necessary,  and  are  turning  their  backs  on  phy- 
sicians who  "puke  and  purge  and  sweat  'em. " 

Much  credit  should  be  given  our  homoeopathic  brethren  for  their 
labor  in  behalf  of  clean  medication,  and  when  history  is  written  Eclec- 
ticism will  receive  its  share  of  credit  for  the  thirty  years  crusade  that 
has  been  made  in  favor  of  clean  medicines  and  pleasant  medication. 

j.   c.  L. 

—  ♦- 

King  Monument  Fund— Important  Notice. 

The  attention  of  Pro!  Lloyd  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
customary  to  publish  a  list  of  the  names  of  persons  contributing  to 
funds  such  as  that  now  being  made  for  the  King  Memorial  Tablet 
He  is  personally  inclined  to  the  idea  of  publishing  a  list  of  subscribers 
to  the  souvenir  edition  of  "The  Right  Side  of  the  Car. "  We  hope  to 
print  the  list  in  our  January  issue  as  a  supplement  (See  Book  No- 
tices in  "Eeleetie  Xeics.") 


Removal. — Professor  Russell  has  opened  a  permanent  office  in  the 
new  building,  "The  Groton,"  corner  Seventh  and  Race  streets,  Cin- 
cinnati, where  he  will  be  pleased  to  meet  his  friends  and  patients. 
He  will  be  glad  to  operate  on  all  clinical  cases  sent  to  him,  before  our 
students  in  the  amphitheater  of  the  Cincinnati  Hospital.  The  only 
charge  is  that  covering  room  and  board,  $10.50  per  week, 
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BOOK    NOTICES. 


Twentieth  Centdby  Practice    Edited  by  Thomas  L.  Stedman,  M.  D. 
Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  New  York.     Subscription  only. 

Volume  XI.  is  a  continuation  of  Vol.  X.  on  Diseases  of  the  Nervous 
System.  Diseases  of  the  cerebro- spinal  and  sympathetic  nerves  are 
treated  by  Dr.  James  H.  Lloyd,  of  Philadelphia.  This  subject  Dr. 
Lloyd  has  treated  in  an  exceptionally  fine  manner,  and  were  this  the 
only  contribution  to  Vol,  XL  one  would  be  more  than  repaid  for  the 
purchase  of  the  same.  His  articles  embrace  half  of  this  volume,  and 
each  subject  treated  is  pregnant  with  good  things. 

Many  cases  that  are  pbscure  to  the  general  practitioner  will  become 
clear  after  studying  his  article.  The  correct  diagnosis  of  the  many 
lesions  of  the  nervous  system  makes  the  practice  of  medicine  one  of 
the  most  satisfactory  callings,  even  though  many  are  incurable.  A 
correct  diagnosis  helps  one  make  a  positive  prognosis.  The  article  is 
brim-full  of  good  thiugs. 

Trophoneuroses  is  treated  by  Dr.  Charles  K.  Mills,  of  Philadelphia. 
The  atrophies  and  hypertrophies  of  face  and  tongue  are  treated  in  a 
scientific  manner,  as  well  as  obscure  dyscrasias  of  hands  and  feet,  re- 
sulting from  wrongs  of  the  nervous  system. 

Scleroderma,  acromegaly,  and  adiposis  dolorosa  are  cared  for  by 
Dr.  F.  X.  Dercum,  of  Philadelphia. 

Diseases  of  the  spinal  cord  have  been  assigned  to  Dr.  L.  Brans,  of 
Hanover,  and  Dr.  F.  Windscheid,  of  Leipsic. 

By  one  who  has  had  trouble  with  these  lesions — and  where  is  the 
doctor  who  has  not  had  his  troubles  with  such  wrongs? — this  volume 
will  be  gratefully  received.  The  writers'  researches  in  this  direction 
have  made  them  qualified  in  an  especial  manner  to  write  clearly  on 
this  subject.  • 

To  Dr.  P.  J.  Mobius,  of  Leipsic,  has  been  assigned  Locomotor 
Ataxia.  To  understand  that  there  has  been  no  mistake  in  selecting 
this  author,  one  has  only  to  peruse  his  article. 
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The  closing  articles— The  Combined  System  Diseases  of  the  Spinal 
Cord,  by  Dr.  Adolph  von  Strumpell,  of  Erlanger,  Bavaria,  and  Pain, 
by  Dr.  Lightner  Witmer,  of  Philadelphia,  make  a  volume  replete 
with  good  things.  n.  l.  t. 

Transactions  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  California. 

Our  California  friends  know  how  to  do  a  thing  right,  and  do  not 
let  the  matter  end  in  knowing  how.  No  more  graceful  medical  jour- 
nal comes  to  our  hands  than  the  California  Medical  Journal,  and  no 
more  valuable  expounders  of  modern  Eclecticism  are  to  be  found  than 
those  embraced  in  its  list  of  contributors,  whose  names  need  not  be 
mentioned,  for  their  fame  is  national. 

This  State  of  California  is  a  land  of  works  and  deeds,  and  we  are 
not  surprised  to  find  that  the  "Proceedings  of  the  California  Eclectic 
Society,"  both  in  make-up  and  in  contents,  maintains  their  reputa- 
tion. The  book  is  well  printed,  neatly  and  substantially  bound,  and 
contains  174  pages.  It  is  embellished  with  beautiful  frontispiece  en- 
gravings of  Pro!  Maclean  and  President  Musgrave,  and  a  unique  fea- 
ture of  the  work  is  the  introduction  of  artistic  half-tone  prints  of  each 
of  the  officers  of  the  Society — a  graceful  recognition  of  services  ren- 
dered. They  are  as  follows :  Dra  E.  EL  Mattner,  Florence  V.  Wall, 
B.  Stetson,  J.  C.  Bainbridge,  and  EL  W.  Hunsaker. 

More  than  thirty  papers  are  numbered  among  the  original  contri- 
butions, and  they  are  of  exceptional  value.  They  are  not  mere  com- 
pilations of  the  work  others  have  done,  but  are  real  contributions  to 
medical  literature.  The  practice  of  medicine  is  considered  from  a 
true  Eclectic  standpoint.     The  medication  is  Eclectic  throughout 

The  names  of  conspicuous  men  of  the  Eclectic  school  are  herein 
prominent,  both  as  to  authorship  of  the  papers  and  references.  This 
volume  is  a  credit  to  its  editor,  Dr.  Stetson,  an  honor  to  Eclecticism 
in  California,  a  pattern  for  others  who  wish  to  be  useful,  and,  regard- 
less of  our  location,  a  work  in  which  we  can  take  a  personal  pride. 

j.   u.   L. 


To  the  Contributors  of  the  Kino  Monument  Fund  : 

The  announcement  of  the  proposed  monument  fund  in  behalf  of 
the  memory  of  our  late  friend,  Prof.  John  King,  has  brought  many 
questions,  that,  being  as  a  rule  of  a  similar  nature,  may  be  answered 
through  our  journals  in  a  general  way  by  a  few  sentences. 

"The  Right  Side  of  the  Car"  will  be  issued  in  a  special  souvenir 
edition.  Complimentary  copies  will  not  be  distributed.  Only  one 
edition  of  the  author's  souvenir  will  be  printed,  one  copy  for  each  sub- 
scriber. Several  subscribers  have  paid  for  more  than  one  copy,  ask- 
ing if  the  names  of  friends  may  be  enrolled  on  the  list  Yes.  Send 
in  the  names  you  desire,  and  they  will  be  recorded,  one  for  each  copy 
of  the  book.  The  names  of  the  subscribers  will  be  inscribed  in  a 
special  copy  to  be  presented  to  Mrs.  King. 


LOOK   FOR  THE  OREEN   LABEL. 

"Green  Drug" 

Fluid  Extracts, 

The    highest   type    of    Fluid    Medicines. 

A  Novelty— in  What? 

In   the   recognition   of   the   fact  that  certain  drugs,  containing 
volatile  constituents  upon  which  their  therapeutic  value  depends,  lose 
their  medicinal  properties  In  the  process  of  drying,  or  through  long 
or  imperfect  storage. 
In  ait  such  cases. 

We  use  the  green  or  fresh   root,  bark  or  plant,  gathered  es- 
pecially for  us  when  in  their  prime. 
Some  kinds  are  prepared  fresh; 

Others  partially  or  wholly  dried; 

flut  all  gathered  especially  for  our  Laboratory ;  carefully  handled 
and  immediately  prepared  into  Fluid  Extracts.  The  menstruum 
employed  is  Alcohol  selected  for  strength  and  purity,  whereby  the 
non-medicinal  elements  are  rejected  and  the  liability  to  deterioratioo 
avoided.  <* 

Fluid  Extracts  thus  prepared  are  perfect  representatives  of  the 
drugs  from  which  they  are  made. 

They  are  clean. 

They  are  sightly. 

They  are  easily  dispensed. 

They  are  therapeutically  reliable. 

Old,  shop-worn  or  worm-eaten  drugs,  however  carefully  manipu- 
lated, will  not  yield  a  satisfactory  product,  and  when  made  with 
weak  alcohol  and  water,  or  with  wood  spirit  as  a  menstruum,  is  it 
any  wonder  that  commercial  Fluid  Extracts,  as  a  class  are  termed 
by  a  leading  medical  writer— the  "Great  American  Fraud?" 

Watch  your  fluid  extracts. 

MerrelPs  Fluid  Extracts  from  fresh,  choice  drugs  are  powerful  in- 
struments for  good  in  the  hands  of  the  observant  physician. 

All  wholesale  druggists  will  supply  them. 
Please  write  "MerrelPs"  on  your  orders. 

THE  WM.  S.  MERRELL  CHEMICAL  CO., 

CINCINNATI.  Manufacturing  Chemists.  NEW  YORK. 

Sole  Manufacturer*. 
Established  66  years. 


JOURNAL  ADVERTISER. 


Hypnotic,       Anti-Spasmodic.         Anti-Neuralgic. 

CORDIAL 


MERRELL. 


This  preparation  contains  all  the  active  medicinal  constituents  of 
Paasiflora  incarnata  in  a  concentrated  form,  and  is  the  result  of  an  ex- 
tended investigation  in  our  laboratory.  It  is  the  most  eligible  form  for 
exhibiting  the  valuable  properties  of  the  drug,  since  from  it  we  have 
suoceeded  in  eliminating  the  inert  principles  invariably  present  in  the 
ordinary  preparations  of  the  market 

OOBDIAX.  PA8-GABVATA 

Is  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  treatment  of  nervous  affections 
attended  with  congestion  of  the  cord  and  ganglionic  centers.  As 
a  soporific  without  narcotic  action,  and  as  an  anti-spasmodic  and 
anti-neuralgic,  it  is  without  an  equal.  Its  action  is  between  that  of 
m  orphine  and  chloral  hydrate,  but  it  does  not  depress  the  system 
nor  derange  the  stomach.  It  is  devoid  of  danger,  non*  poisonous, 
and  may  be  given  in  any  case  where  sleep  is  needed.  It  is  the 
remedy,  par  excellence,  in  infantile  couvulsions,  in  diarrhoea  of  chil- 
dren, and  in  nervous  affections  of  the  aged  and  infirm.  In  nervous 
or  sick  headache,  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  in  sleepless- 
ness of  typhoid  and  other  fevers,  as  well  as  from  overwork  so  com- 
mon among  professional  and  business  men,  it  will  produce  a  quiet 
and  dreamless  sleep,  and  at  the  same  time  prove  a  permanent  tonic 
to  the  nervous  system. 

OOBDIAL  PA8-0ABNATA 

Is  recommended  in  cases  where  opium  and  its  preparations, 
the  bromides,  chloral,  etc^  can  not  be  given,  or  are  not  well  borne, 
and  where  it  is  undesirable  to  lock  up  the  secretions.  It  is  recom- 
mended in  tetanus,  cerebral  pain,  hysteria  of  women,  dysmenor- 
rhea, tic  douloureux,  accelerated  respiratory  movement,  pain  in 
the  rectum,  neuralgia  of  the  heart 

CORDIAL  PA8-OABNATA 

Is  prepared  for  physicians'  prescriptions  only,  and  not  for 
popular  sale.  Printed  matter  with  extended  notes  furnished  to  the 
medical  profession  only.  Sample  supplies  without  charge  on  pay- 
ment of  expense  of  delivery. 

OOBDIAL  PA8-OABNATA 

May  be  ordered  of  our  New  York  office,  No.  96  Maiden  Lane, 
of  Geo.  0.  Goodwin  A  Co.,  Boston,  and  the  home  office  in  Cincin- 
nati.   In  ordering  or  prescribing,  please  specify 

"Cordial  Pas-Carnata,  Merrell." 
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Several  subscribers  ask  if  the  list  of  names  will  be  printed,  and  the 
general  desire  is  that  it  should  be  published.  This  point  has  not  yet 
been  determined,  but  it  is  probable  that  not  only  will  the  list  be 
printed,  but  if  possible  it  will  be  published  complete  in  the  souvenir 
copy,  and  perhaps  also  in  the  Eclectic  journals.  An  examination  of 
the  methods  adopted  where  other  funds  have  been  collected  to  found 
memorial  tablets,  show  that  it  is  customary  to  print  the  names  of  con- 
tributors.    It  is  not  only  courtesy  but  right  to  do  so. 

Do  not  delay  in  sending  your  subscription.  The  list  will  be  closed 
about  November  1st.  The  souvenir  must  be  mailed  in  time  to  reach 
subscribers  by  Christmas.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  this  is  a  trust  fund, 
it  will  be  seen  that  no  names  can  be  recorded  that  are  not  accompa- 
nied by  the  subscription  price,  two  dollars. 

In  closing,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  many  friends  who 
have  accompanied  their  subscriptions  by  a  kind  word  in  encourage- 
ment of  the  enterprise,  which  will  surely  be  successful. 

In  behalf  of  the  committee  to  be  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the 
fund,  and  to  attend  to  subsequent  details,  I  am  sincerely  yours, 

John  Ubi  Lloyd. 


Tuberculosis  of  the  Genito-Urinaby  Obgans,  Male  and  Female.  By 
N.  Senn,  M.  D.,  Illustrated.  W.  B.  Saunders,  Philadelphia. 
Cloth,  price  $3.00. 

This  is  a  handsome  octavo  volume  of  320  pages.  It  is  conveniently 
divided  into  ten  parts.  Parts  1  and  2  describe  tuberculosis  of  the 
male  genital  organs,  including  the  testicles  and  epididymis,  vas  def- 
erens, prostate  and  ureters.  The  remaining  eight  parts  are  devoted 
to  tuberculosis  of  the  female  genital  organs,  including  the  vulva,  va- 
gina, uterus,  fallopian  tubes,  ovaries,  bladder,  and  kidneys. 

In  part  10,  Tuberculosis  of  the  Kidney,  are  found  miliary  tubercu- 
losis, caseous  nephritis,  tubercular  pyelonephritis,  and  the  operations 
for  tuberculosis  of  the  kidney. 

The  author  has,  in  his  usual  thorough  manner,  used  the  available 
clinical  material  in  describing  the  etiology  and  pathology  of  the  dis- 
ease in  the  different  organs.  uThe  modern  diagnostic  resources  em- 
ployed in  the  differential  diagnosis  between  tubercular  and  other 
inflammatory  affections  of  the  genital  and  urinary  organs  have  been 
mentioned,  and  when  deemed  necessary  are  fully  described."  The 
medical  and  surgical  therapeutics  of  those  diseases,  he  admits,  are  not 
in  a  satisfactory  state.  In  appropriate  places  he  gives  the  result  of 
his  own  clinical  experience  and  quotes  largely  the  opinions  and  views 
of  other  distinguished  surgeons.  Both  surgeons  and  physicians  will 
find  in  the  work  much  that  is  helpful  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  these  diseases.  e.  f. 
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Eye  Strain  in  Health  and  Disease.  With  special  reference  to  the 
Amelioration  or  Cure  of  Chronic  Nervous  Derangements  without 
1he  Aid  of  Drugs.  Bv  Ambrose  L.  Rannev.  M.  D..  Illustrated. 
Octavo,  pages  321.  Cloth,  12.00  net.  The  F.  A.  Davis  Ca, 
Philadelphia. 

To  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  author,  the  publication  of  this 
work  on  eje  strain  and  its  far-reaching  effects  will  be  no  surprise,  Dr. 
Ranney  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  foremost  men  on  nerve  diseases, 
and  especially  for  his  labor  in  eye  neuroses ;  in  this  respect  being 
second  only  to  Dr.  Stevens. 

This  recent  book  is  one  particularly  interesting  to  the  oculist  and  to 
the  neurologist,  taking  up  the  extreme  side  of  eye  strain.  There  are 
those  to  day  who  can  not  see  the  practical  side  of  this  work,  but  in 
this  regard  it  is  well  to  notice  the  men  who  practice  this  theory  to  day 
who  were  its  bitter  opponents  a  short  while  ago. 

With  regard  to  the  contents  of  the  book,  it  is  a  thorough  treatise  on 
all  the  different  conditions  and  weaknesses  of  the  eye  muscles,  together 
with  refractive  errors.  The  chapter  on  the  tests  of  vision  and  the 
ocular  movements  is  particularly  good,  giving  all  the  latest  methods. 
The  other  chapters  give  details  of  cases  treated  by  these  means  with- 
out drugs.  To  those  wishing  to  be  familiar  with  this  late  and  partic- 
ularly American  idea  of  neuroses,  we  heartily  recommend  this  book. 

w.  b.  s. 


The  Physician  :  His  Relation  to  Law,  and  the  Legal  Rules  governing 
the  Collection  of  his  Fees.  By  H  G.  Blaine,  M.  D.  G.  &  Earle 
&  Co.,  Attica,  O.    Cloth,  price  $1.00. 

This  work  tells  the  physician  his  relation  to  the  law ;  right  to  prac- 
tice ;  business  name ;  partnership ;  confidential  relation  to  his  patient ; 
defence  in  charges  of  slander ;  malpractice ;  knowledge  of  the  law  of 
wills ;  fees,  who  should  pay  him ;  compensation,  how  determined ; 
right  to  pay  for  services  by  assistants ;  pay  in  consultations,  as  a  wit- 
ness in  court,  for  services  to  the  poor,  as  coroner ;  laws  of  dissections, 
burial,  anaesthesia ;  States'  medical  laws ;  and  the  code  of  ethics  of 
the  three  schools  of  medicine,  etc. 


Physicians'  Directory  of  Cincinnati,  O.,  and  Suburbs,  and  Coving- 
ton, Newport,  Dayton,  Bellevue,  and  Ludlow.  Ky.  Physicians' 
Directory  Co,  10i7  Walnut  st,  Cincinnati     Price  $1.00. 

This  work  has  just  been  completed  and  is  ready  for  delivery.  It 
contains  the  names,  addresses,  schools,  and  office  hours  of  all  the 
registered  physicians ;  also  a  complete  list  of  the  druggists,  dentists, 
and  nurses  of  these  places. 
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"OUR  SPECIFIC  MEDICINES  are  to-day, 
as  they  always  have  been  and  always  will  be,  the 
BEST  MEDICINES  in  the  world,  and  the  foundation 
atones,  upon  which  the  superstructure  of  Eclectic 
Medicine  has  been  built,  and  upon  which  it  rests 
unshaken."  editorial,  from  b.  m.  journal* 
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ASEPSIN      SOAP 


MEDICINAL  USES  OF  ASEPSIN  SOAP. 

rOB  THE  SKIN.  —  The  n  ntiseptio  qualities  of  A«epsin  and  Bon»te  of  Sodium  make  this  *oap  de 
sirable  for  the  preservation  of  the  dermal  tiMsues,  and  to  remove  and  prevent  cutaneous  blem 
Isbes.  It  is  valuable  fur  roughness  of  the  >kln,  acne,  comedones,  milium,  blotches,  excessive 
greasiness  of  skin,  for  softening  and  proven  ting  mughretw  and  chapping  oi  the  hands.  It  cor 
rects  abnormalities  of  the  sebaceous  glands,  iherebv  regulating  the  lubrication  of  the  akin,  svnd 
is  further  useful  to  repair  dermal  tissue*  when  they  have  beeu  bubjecteU  to  tne  deleterious  action 
of  chalks  and  cosmetic  lotions. 

CUTASTEOUS  DISK  ASKS.— For  the  following  skin  affections  it  may  be  used  freely  with  marked 
benefit:    Acne  vulgaris  et  rosaon,  seborrhom,  eczematous  eruptions,  herpes,  psoriasis,  prurigo. 

Sphilitic  eruptions,  dermatitis,  ulcerations,  pruritic  conditions,  parasitic  diseases,  as  scabies,  foi 
e  relief  of  rhus  poisoning,  and  for  the  removal  of  pediculL  A  clean  skin  is  necessary  in  an? 
course  of  medication,  and  Asepsln  Soap  is  a  rational  cleanser. 

IN  SURGERY.  —The  surgeon  will  find  it  valuable  for  cleansing  the  patient  as  well  as  the  opera- 
tor's hands,  sponges,  and  instruments.  For  its  cleansing  and  antiseptic  effects  it  may  be  em- 
ployed in  wounds  of  all  kinds,  chilblains,  bed  sores,  ulcerations,  pustules,  and  for  removing 
offensive  and  irritating  discharges,  and  as  a  foot  wash. 

IN  GYNAECOLOGY.— It  is  useral  in  all  irritating  and  offensive  discharges  concomitant  to  diseases 
of  females,  giving  rise  to  pruritic  and  inflammatory  conditions.  Leuoorrhcsa,  simple  vaginitis 
and  vulvitis,  ulcerations  and  pruritus  vulv»,  are  conditions  in  which  it  is  particularly  indicated. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES.— In  the  exanthemata  it  should  be  employed  to  hasten  desquamation, 
thereby  shortening  the  period  of  contagiousness  and  hastening  convalescence. 

At  the  time  I  received  the  Asepsln  Soap,  I  was  suffering  intensely  from  pruritus  ani,  and  had 
already  tried,  with  icarcely  even  temporary  relief,  all— or  nearly  all— die  standard  remedies  for  this 
well-known  ailment  I  was  well-nigh  crazed  with  the  intolerable  itching,  pricking,  sticking,  gnaw 
lng,  biting,  burning  'pain.  I  had  Deen  nearly  sleepless  for  several  nights,  and  1  was  so  busily  en 
gaged  with  my  professional  work  all  day  long  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  life  was  a  burden,  and  1 
could  get  no  rest  at  night  I  frequently  sprang  from  my  bed,  and  ran  wildly,  crazily  anywhere  ;— 
suicide  would  not  be  strange  in  anyone  in  such  a  condition 

Your  Asepsln  Soap  I  used  without  faith,  but  with  astonishing  and  almost  Immedi- 
ate relief  and  ease.  I  think  I  have  never  before  recommended  any  special  preparation,  but 
nothing  less  than  gratitude  is  due  you  for  this  benefit,  and  that  gratitude  I  express  most  heartily 
now.  I  have  delayed  this  letter  many  weeks,  but  I  am  still  as  thankful  as  ever,  for  my  suffering  was 
of  a  kind  not  to  be  forgotten.  PAUL  T.  BUTLER,  M.  D.,  Alamo,  Michigan. 

I  have  had  for  several  years  what  I  call  winter  eczema  on  my  hands ;  commenced  using  Asepcin 
Soap  last  winter  and  my  hands  were  in  better  condition  then  than  they  have  been  for  a  number  of 
years.  R.  W.  CHALFANT,  M.  D.,  Bellfontaine.  O. 

Have  been  using  Asepsln  Soap  and  find  it  very  fine  for  cleansing  old  sores,  also  for  toilet  pur* 
poses.  DANIEL  A.  CHA8E,  M.  D.,  Cambridge,  N.  Y. 

Asepsln  Soap  is  the  spAr.  A.  P.  8TEWA  RT,  M.  D  ,  Stewartstown.  W.  Va. 

I  have  used  a  round  dozen  of  your  soap  on  the  small-nox  patients  at  the  pest  bouse,  and  think 
it  Is  the  best  soap  I  ever  used.  W.  H.  H  ATCB,  M.  D.,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

PRICE,    $1.40    PER    DOZEN. 
A  box  containing  one-fourth  dozen  cakes  will  be  »ent  by  mail  postpaid,  on 
receipt  of  50  cents. 

LLOYD    BROTHERS,    Cincinnati,  O. 
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COLLEGE   AND   SOCIETY  NOTICES. 

The  42d  semi  annual  meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Eclectic  Medical 
Association  will  be  held  at  the  Allyn  House,  Hartford,  on  Tuesday, 
October  12,  1897,  commencing  at  ten  a.  m.  Papers  are  expected  as 
follows : 

On  Medical  Statistics — E.  M  Ripley,  M  D.,  Unionville. 

On  New  Remedies  and  Methods  of  Treatment — Thos.  S-  Hodge,  M 
D.,  Torrington. 

On  Obstetrics—  S.  R  Munn,  M.  D.,  Waterbury. 

On  Surgery— Geo.  A.  Faber,  M.  D.,  Waterbury. 

On  Press— Thos.  Mulligan,  M.  D.,  New  Britain:  Geo.  MacDonald, 
M.  D.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Geo.  A.  Faber,  Secretary,  Waterbury,  Conn. 

The  Texas  Eclectic  Medical  Association  will  hold  its  fourteenth 
annual  meeting  in  Dallas,  Oct  19  and  20.  Oak  Cliff  College  for 
young  ladies  will  be  head  quarters.  Rooms  and  board  will  be  fur- 
nished to  members  at  the  College  for  $1.00  per  day.  Oak  Cliff  is  one 
of  the  most  attractive  resorts  in  the  South,  and  the  College  is  a  model 
institution,  equipped  with  all  modern  improvements.  The  maximum 
railroad  fare  will  be  five  dollars  from  any  part  of  the  State. 

L.  S.  Downs,  Secretary,  Galveston. 

Change  of  Date. — The  meeting  of  the  Kentucky  Eclectic  Medical 
Association  has  been  deferred  from  October  to  November  16  and  17. 
If  you  have  not  received  an  announcement,  write  to  Dr.  W.  K.  Ruble, 
Mayfield,  Ky. 

Ohio  Society. — Treasurer  Wintermute  has  just  sent  out  bills  to 
delinquents  for  annual  dues,  and  trusts  he  will  meet  with  prompt 
response  in  order  that  the  printing  of  the  annual  Transactions  may 
not  be  delayed  for  want  of  funds. 


PERSONALS. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Cox  was  born  near  Conover,  Miami  county,  O.,  August 
7,  1828,  and  died  March  5,  1897,  age  68  years.  He  graduated  from 
the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  in  1852.  Dr.  Cox  was  an  Eclectic  "in 
spirit  and  in  truth,"  and  believed  that  improved  medicines  and  meth- 
ods of  treatment  are  the  key  to  Eclectic  success.  He  was  studious, 
worthy,  and  well  qualified,  and  had  gained  for  himself  a  reputation 
not  to  be  despised.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Ohio  State  Eclectic 
Medical  Society  since  1877. 

Location  fob  Sale. — With  drugs,  instruments,  medicines,  etc.,  be- 
longing to  the  late  Dr.  Culver.  Will  introduce  successor.  For  fur- 
ther information  address  Lillian  Culver,  Santa  Fe,  Kan. 
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Dr.  J.  T.  McClanahan,  of  Boonville,  Ma,  who  is  2d  Vice  President 
of  the  National,  has  just  been  appointed  on  the  State  Board  of  Health 
in  addition  to  Dr.  Standlee,  of  St.  Louis.  Dr.  McC  is  also  pension 
examiner  and  city  health  officer. 

Wanted, — A  lady  physician  at  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio.  For  partic- 
ulars address,  with  stamp,  Cbas.  Ridgeway,  druggist,  Yellow  Springs. 

Location  at  Warren,  Ind.  ;  1100  inhabitants.  Several  regular  phy- 
sicians, no  eclectic  or  homoeopath.  For  particulars  address  Sylvanus 
Finkle,  Warren,  Ind. 

Dr.  W.  Lb  Leister,  of  Rogers,  Ark.,  can  supply  a  thoroughly  com- 
petent man  with  a  desirable  location  in  Arkansas  for  general  and 
special  practice.     Write  him,  with  stamp. 

Location  at  Mendon,  Mercer  county,  O.  ;  800  inhabitants,  two  phy- 
sicians. A  good  eclectic  will  do  well  at  this  place.  For  further  par- 
ticulars address  Dr.  J.  W.  Kannel,  Rockford,  Ohio. 


Reading  Notices. 

Prof.  Munde  sayp,  * 'Chronic  leucorrhoea  can  only  be  cured  by  the 
frequent  use  of  astringents,  together  with  hot  vaginal  injections." 
As  an  astringent  of  great  power  in  the  treatment  of  leucorrhoea,  Mica- 
jah's  Medicated  Uterine  Wafers  have  proven  of  inestimable  value. 
Prof.  Otto  Jettner,  of  Cincinnati,  reports  that  in  the  treatment  of  this 
disease,  Mica  jah's  Wafers  are  a  sovereign  remedy. 


Every  opportunity  for  rapid  and  thorough  study  is  offered  at  the 
Chicago  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  College — an  institution  which 
we  unhesitatingly  recommend.  It  is  splendidly  located  in  the  hand- 
some new  Trade  Building  on  the  corner  of  Wabash  avenue  and  Ran- 
dolph street.  The  faculty  of  this  institution  includes  some  of  the 
ablest  specialists  in  the  West  The  course  is  thorough  and  practical. 
Should  the  doctor  who  attends  this  school  be  called  away  at  any  time 
during  the  course,  he  will  be  allowed  to  make  up  this  lost  time  when- 
ever he  desires  within  one  jear,  no  charge  being  made  therefor. 


The  experience  of  thousands  of  medical  men  goes  to  prove  that  rheu- 
matism or  neuralgia,  concurrent  with  or  following  malaria,  must  be 
treated  in  exactly  the  same  manner  and  by  the  same  agents  as  rheu- 
matism caused  by  exposure  to  cold  in  regions  where  malaria  is  un- 
heard of.  All  of  these  indications  are  met  by  Tongaline,  whose  elim- 
inating powers  seek  out  the  poisonous  products  of  retained  excretions 
or  perverted  secretions,  and  neutralize  them,  or  by  rendering  them 
soluble  remove  them  by  the  natural  secretory  processes. 


Stearne  Bicycles* 
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TJ  HIGH-GRADE  bicycle  to  be  worthy  of 
'"*  its  name  should  possess  four  virtues — 
lightness,  strength,  grace  and  ease  of  running. 

The  Stearns  was  the  first  light  bicycle  in 
which  strength  and  durability  were  not  sacri- 
ficed ;  its  graceful  lines  are  copied  throughout 
the  trade  ;  its  proverbial  easy-running  qualities 
are  due  to  perfect  construction,  rigid  lines,  and 
scientific  lightness. 

It  is  just  light  enough  to  be  easy-running  ; 
just  heavy  enough  to  bear  all  wear  and  tear. 

Yellow  Fellow  Year  Book 
at  agency  or  by  mail  free. 

6*  C*  Steams  &  Co*, 

Syracuse,  N.  \. 

Coronto,  Can.  Buffalo,  ft.  t«  8an  f mneiaeo,  Cat. 
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WHAT  IS  NEUROSINE  ? 

NEl'ROSIXE  is  a  Hypnotic  of  tried  and  approved  value.  It  possesses 
positive  lid  vantage  over  other  Hypnotics  and  crude  solutions  of  the  Bromide 
Salts  in  rapid  and  easy  absorption,  prompt  effect,  reliable  action  and  general 
therapeutic  valut* ;  also  absolutely  free  from  injurious  after  effects  such  as 
result  from  the  administration  of  Opium,  Morphine  or  Chloral* 

NEUSOSIXE  facilitates  the  elimination  of  toxines  by  u on  interference 
of  drainage  through  the  various  emunctories,  at  the  same  time  securing'  a  quiet 
restful  sleep  or  calming  Hypnotic  effect  without  any  depression  of  the  vita* 
forces.  Dioviburnia  in  combination  with  Neurasiae  is  especially  indicated  in 
female  neuroses. 

NEl'RGSIXE  controls  pain,  relieves  cerebral  congestion  and  modifies  or 
alleviates  prostration.  In  depressed  or  excitable  conditions  of  the  nervous 
system  and  morbidly  sensitive  individuals,  Neurosine  is  indicated.  Also  in 
restlessness,  insomnia  and  all  neurotic  conditions. 

Its  Range  : — Infantile  convulsions  to  the  wildest  delirium. 

Dose— Children,  15  to  60  gtts.  ;  Adults,  ,?i  to  3ir. 

Prescribe  original  package  (^viii)  to  avoid  substitution. 

Complete  literature  containing  formula  with  cerebral  localization  litho- 
graph mailed  on  application. 

DIOS  CHEMICAL  CO,  St  Louis,  Mo.,  u ,  s.  a. 


COMPOSITION  TO  EACH  FLUID   OUNCE, 

Coca .20  gm.        8aw  Palmetto 80  gm 

DHtninna 80  grs*        Beef,  fresh .*. M 2  ow. 

Kolo  Nut 20  gra. 

INDICATED  IN 

Physical  Decadence*  A  vitalizing  tonic  to  the  Reproductive  System. 
Especially  in  prostatic  troubles  and  sexual  im  potency.  Id  Gynaeco- 
logical practice  largely  used  to  promote  the  growth  of  the  mammff. 
Removes  Ovarian  Pains,  Depression  and  Melancholy*     Energizes  the 

Circulation.  A  diffusible  Tonic  and  Stimulant  A  dessertspoonful, 
when  on*1  in  exhausted,  acts  as  a  most  excellent  restorative^  and  gives 
a  feeling  of  rest  and  relief.     A  powerful  Aphrodisiac, 

DOSE — Dessertspoonful  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

MANUFACTURED   ONLY    BV 

Allaire,  Woodward  &  Co., 

Writ©  for  full  literature.  PEORIA,  ILL. 
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We  have  before  us  a  pamphlet  on  antitoxin,  composed  of  a  series  of 
terse  questions  and  answers.  The  questions  are  those  which  any 
physician  who  is  interested  in  the  subject  by  the  developments  of 
the  past  year,  would  naturally  ask.  The  answers  are  to  the  point  and 
clear.  The  entire  pamphlet  shows  a  thorough  study  of  the  subject, 
and  will  interest  all  physicians.  The  pamphlet  was  recently  issued 
by  H.  K.  Mulford  Company,  of  Philadelphia,  who  will  mail  it  to 
readers  of  the  Journal  upon  receipt  of  request. 


Neuroeine  contains  no  morphine,  chloral,  or  opium,  although  it  is 
the  most  powerful  neurotic  attainable.  The  standard  remedy  for  the 
treatment  of  all  forms  of  nervous  disturbances.  Anodyne  and  Hyp- 
notic. The  most  efficient  and  trustworthy  agent  for  the  relief  of  hys- 
teria, epilepsy,  neurasthenia,  mania,  chorea,  uterine  congestion,  neu- 
ralgia, migraine,  delirium  tremens,  asthma,  spermatorrhoea,  and  all 
convulsive  and  reflex  neuroses.  The  remedy  par  excellence  in  deliri- 
um and  restlessness  of  fevers. 


The  superiority  of  sugar-coated  pills — "Warner" — is  demonstrated 
by  a  wealth  of  evidence,  There  is  accumulated  evidence  of  perfect 
results  obtained  by  the  medical  profession  which  has  used  them  for 
over  forty  years.  There  is  evidence  in  the  award  granted  by  the  Co- 
lumbian Exposition,  1893,  upon  the  following  grounds:  uThe  pills 
are  of  uniform  size,  the  coating  is  perfect,  and  protects  the  pills  iodefij 
nitely,  samples  27  years  old  being  shown  readily  soluble  in  hot  or 
cold  water."  A  soft  pill  mass  protected  indefinitely  from  atmospheric 
conditions  is  certainly  the  perfection  of  pill  making.  There  is  evi- 
dence to  be  found  every  day  by  suspending  a  Warner  pill  on  a  mos- 
quito netting  in  water  from  98°  to  100°  and  watching  it  dissolve.  This 
test  is  conclusive,  as  the  conditions  most  nearly  approach  the  natural 
conditions  present  in  pill  medication.  It  will  show  the  superior  solu- 
bility of  the  Warner  product  over  pills  made  by  any  other  process. 
It  will  guide  the  physician  in  his  specifications. — Monthly  Retrospect 
of  Medicine. 

Efforts  which  were  made  to  remove  the  objectionable  features  of 
tannic  acid  in  the  treatment  of  intestinal  catarrhs,  finally  culminated 
in  the  discovery  of  a  derivative,  named  Tannigen,  which  is  insoluble 
in  the  gastric  secretion,  but  is  gradually  decomposed  in  the  alkaline 
intestinal  fluids,  exerting  an  astringent  effect  upon  the  entire  intesti- 
nal canal,  but  especially  upon  the  inflamed  portions  where  the  alka- 
line secretion  is  most  abundant  Dr,  E.  Kraus,  of  Vienna,  says  in  a 
report  of  22  cases  {AUg%  Wein.  Med.  Ztg.) :  "In  all  the  patients, 
Tannigen  proved  a  reliable  remedy.  In  some  it  produced  improve- 
ment and  a  cure  more  rapidly  than  other  medicaments,  while  in  others 
in  which  other  drugs  had  failed,  it  manifested  a  prompt  effect. " 
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Attention,  Physicians. 

BUY  DIRECT  FROM  THE  FACTORY,  AND  8AVE  THE  PROFIT 
OF  THE  RETAILER, 

Being  desirous  of  establishing  a  strictly  first  class  box  trade  among  phy- 
sicians, I  make  the  following  special  offers : 

No.  1— Cuban  Stogie. 

Long  filler,  hand-made,  boxes  of  100.     $1.25  a  box,  express  prepaid. 

No.  2— Rex  Stogie. 

Hand-made,  long  filler,  extra  quality,  boxes  of    100.    $1.35  per  box, 
express  prepaid. 

No.  3— Defender  Clear. 

Sumatra  wrapper,  fine  flavor,  medium  size,  boxes  of  50.    $2.00  per 
box,  express  prepaid. 

No.  4— La  Virginia  Cigar. 

4J  inches  long,  fine  Sumatra  wrapper,  an  extra  fine  article,  boxes  of  50. 
$2.90  per  box,  express  prepaid. 

GEORGE   H.  MARTIN, 

1721  Central  Avenue.  Cincinnati,  O. 

one~sbt~frbeT 

In  order  to  prove  to  every  physician  that  our  Dry  Cell 
Portable  Galvanic  Battery  is  the  best  in  the  market,  we 
will  give  away  one  set  of  8,  16,  24,  34  or  40  dry  cells.  Only 
one  set  given  away  to  each  physician.  You  only  pay  a 
small  price  for  the  elegant  oak  case  with  nickeled  trim- 
mings, and  plate  covered  with  hard  rubber,  and  provided 
with  Double  Selecting  Switch,  Binding  Pots,  etc.,  in  which 
they  are  put  up.  A  chance  of  a  life  time.  If  you  do  not 
want  it,  send  it  back.  Send  us  a  two-cent  stamp  for  our 
Illustrated  Catalogue  of  Faradic  Batteries,  Switch  Boards, 
Cabinets,  Cautery  Batteries,  Static  Machine  for  X  Ray 
work,  Electrodes,  etc.    We  undersell  all. 

Electro-Medical  Manufacturing  Co. 

Dept.  A.  740  W.  60th  St ,  Chicago,  EL 

Wm.  A.  FISHER,  M.  D.,  President.       JOHN  R.  HOFFMAN,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

chogo  m,  m,  u  m  mm  mm 

A  Clinical  School  for  Practitioners  of  Medicine. 

Equipment  unexcelled.  Abundant  material.  Clinical  instruction.  Courses 
one  month  in  duration.  Practitioners  may  enter  at  any  tima  Write  for  cata- 
logue and  information  to 

JOHN  R.  HOFFMAN,  Seo'jr,  Trade  Building,  67  Wabaah  At*.,  Chicago. 
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FOOD :  ITS  RELATIONS  TO  HEALTH  AND  DISEASE. 
By  Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  Jl.  D.,  Boston,  flats. 

FOOD  is  requisite  to  provide  the  body  with  what  is  needful  for  its 
proper  development,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  repair  all  neces- 
sary losses  resulting  from  the  various  demands  made  by  those  activi- 
ties which,  classed  together,  form  what  is  denominated  life. 

Food  that  will  correctly  perform  such  a  mission  must  be  composed 
of  all  the  different  constituents  which  enter  into  the  formation  of  the 
human  body.  This  is  not  only  essential,  but  it  is  equally  necessary 
that  these  component  parts  should  be  in  such  condition  as  to  be  easily 
absorbed,  and  made  a  part  of  the  various  portions  needing  to  be  re- 
builded. 

Chemical  research  into  the  realm  of  substances  used  as  food  has 
demonstrated  that  it  is  both  wise  and  convenient  to  use  certain  basic 
elements,  found  indifferent  proportions,  as  a  starting  point  from  which 
we  may  classify  the  four  great  divisions  of  food. 

Admitting  that  each  of  these  divisions  of  food  presents  a  great  many 
characteristics  in  common,  yet  it  is  none  the  less  true  that  a  wide  dif- 
ference exists  regarding  their  physical  and  chemical  composition. 

Again,  each  group  appears  to  have  its  proper  place  in  the  right 
growth  of  new  tissues.  A  combination,  based  on  correct  reasoning, 
is,  without  doubt,  the  more  useful  method  of  using  all  these  sub- 
stances. Hence  the  importance  of  thoroughly  understanding  what  is 
best  adapted  to  the  wants  of  different  individuals,  or  of  the  same  indi- 
vidual at  different  timea 

The  four  great  divisions  of  food  substances  have  been  called  the 
Albuminates,  Fats  or  Hydrocarbons,  Carbohydrates,  and  Minerals. 
vol.  lvii. — 40 
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Besides  these  we  should  not  forget  many  articles  which  might  with 
propriety  be  classified  as  food  accessories ;  as  condiments,  which  ren- 
der food  more  palatable  and  digestible,  and  the  well  known  stimu- 
lants, tea,  coffee,  and  cocoa. 

Albuminates  may  be  said  to  exercise  a  three-fold  function.  They 
aid  in  the  building  and  repairing  of  the  tissues  and  fluids  of  the  body, 
especially  those  tissues  which  are  termed  nitrogenous.  By  their  means 
the  supply  and  utilization  of  oxygen  are  most  carefully  regulated ; 
therefore,  they  play  no  mean  part  in  the  chemistry  of  nutrition.  Under 
some  conditions  they  may  aid  in  the  increase  of  fat,  the  evolving  of 
muscular  and  nervous  energy,  and  the  production  of  heat ._  After 
being  taken  into  the  human  economy  they  are  broken  up  into  nitroge- 
nous and  non-nitrogenous  substances ;  it  is  from  the  latter  that  fat 
makes  its  appearance,  and  is  deposited  in  different  parts  of  the  body, 
or  used  as  a  fuel  for  the  creation  of  vital  force. 

It  has  been  demonstrated  that  gelatin  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
as  an  albumin-sparing  food,  and  that  those  foods  which  contain  it  de- 
crease largely  the  burning  of  the  albuminates  and  fata  From  this 
fact  we  are  taught  the  great  importance  of  using  this  article  in  all 
those  states  where  the  conditions  are  such  as  prevent  the  absorption 
of  a  highly  albuminous  food,  and  the  normal  albuminous  tissues  are 
being  rapidly  destroyed. 

Fats  and  hydrocarbons  are  used  largely  as  a  saving  in  the  amount 
of  food  to  be  digested.  When  flesh  is  given  alone,  large  quantities 
are  needed,  but  if  fats  are  added  much  less  flesh  is  required ;  thus 
rats  hold  a  large  place  in  the  economy  of  stomach  digestion.  Fate 
also  hold  an  important  place  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  work  to  be 
performed  or  the  temperature  to  be  sustained  Hence  the  supply 
of  fatty  food  must  be  increased  whenever  much  muscular  exertion  is 
demanded,  or  an  increase  of  bodily  heat  required.  Fats  create  force, 
and  undergo  oxidation  during  its  evolvement;  consequently  the 
amount  of  carbonic  acid  thrown  off  is  proportionally  increased  during 
exercise.  By  the  proper  use  of  fat  the  albuminous  elements  of  food 
are  economized,  and  the  tissues  are  not  deprived  of  that  which  is 
necessary  to  their  proper  development.  Fat  is  a  component  part  of 
all  bodily  tissues,  and  from  its  capacity  of  being  stored  up  in  the 
body  as  adipose  tissue,  provides  a  reservoir  from  which  force-produc- 
ing and  heat  generating  material  may  be  withdrawn  as  necessity 
requires. 

Carbohydrates,  like  the  fats,  prevent  albuminous  waste.  They  do 
not  seem  to  be  requisite  to  the  formation  of  the  tissues,  although  they 
may  be  discovered  in  some  of  the  fluids  and  organs  of  the  body.  Car- 
bohydrates are  transformed  into  glucose,  or  grape  sugar,  before  they 
are  absorbed,  and  are  much  more  quickly  changed  than  fats  or  albu- 
minates. When  we  wish  to  augment  the  supply  of  albumin,  without 
any  considerable  addition  of  fat,  we  should  administer  large  quanti- 
ties of  albuminates,  with  relatively  a  small  allowance  of  carbohy- 
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drates.  Where  a  considerable  increase  in  fat  is  the  desired  object,  a 
diminished  amount  of  albuminates  should  be  used,  a  decidedly  large 
proportion  of  carbohydrates,  together  with  a  slight  addition  of  fats. 

Water  and  the  various  mineral  substances  are  fully  as  important  to 
the  perfect  nutritive  supply  as  the  albuminates.  No  tissue  can  be 
found  in  the  body  which  will  not  yield  lime,  chiefly  in  the  form  of 
phosphate,  upon  its  analysis.  Sodium  chloride  is  another  essential  to 
bodily  growth,  and  is  present  in  all  tissues  and  fluida  Perhaps  one 
of  its  most  important  functions  is  that  whereby  it  aids  the  transfusion 
of  liquids  through  the  animal  membranes.  So  important  is  this  con- 
Btitueat,  that  its  withdrawal  speedily  results  in  disease,  and  even 
death  if  its  loss  is  not  quickly  replaced.  Phosphates  of  sodium  and 
potassium  are  also  of  importance.  The  alkaline  re  action  of  the  vari- 
ous fluids  are  due  to  the  presence  of  these  salts. 

Iron  is  essential ;  from  it  the  red  corpuscles  derive  their  color.  It 
is  also  found  in  the  striped  muscles  and  other  portions  of  the  animal 
economy  in  minute  quantity.  The  fact  of  this  mineral  being  present 
only  in  small  amounts  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  when  prescribing 
this  agent  in  disease. 

These  minerals  are  introduced  into  the  system  by  the  channel  of 
the  ordinary  food,  which  contains  them  in  necessary  quantities,  with 
the  exception  of  chloride  of  sodium.  This  agent  is  added,  in  greater 
or  less  extent,  although  the  articles  used  may  possess  a  small  amount. 

Water  forms  a  larger  or  smaller  part  of  all  foods,  and  is  the  basis  of 
all  drink.  The  human  body  requires  B8.5  per  cent,  of  this  article  in 
its  construction,  and  it  is  constantly  passing  away  by  means  of  its 
excretory  channels.  No  vital  action  can  be  performed  without  water. 
The  amount  required  depends  largely  upon  circumstances,  more  espe- 
cially upon  the  degree  of  temperature  and  the  extent  of  bodily  labor. 
Again,  the  nature  and  amount  of  solid  food  will  regulate  the  amount 
to  be  used. 

A  food  that  will  support  all  the  various  demands  of  the  complex 
workings  of  the  human  economy,  must  contain  all  of  these  various 
elements  in  suitable  proportions. 

Man  procures  his  supply  of  food  both  from  the  animal  and  vegeta- 
ble kingdoms.  Animal  foods  are  especially  adated  to  the  building 
and  maintenance  of  the  structural  portion  of  the  body,  but  are  less 
desirable  as  promoters  of  action.  Man,  as  a  rule,  selects  those  ani- 
mals which  subsist  on  a  vegetable  diet  for  his  use ;  to  these  he  adds 
the  various  varieties  of  fish.  Perhaps  milk  may  be  termed  one  of  the 
most  important  articles  admitted  to  the  diet  of  man.  It  is  capable  of 
becoming  the  principal  article  needed,  under  certain  circumstances  in 
adults,  and  contains  in  suitable  proportions  all  necessary  ingredients. 
Eggs  form  another  complete  food.  They  contain  all  the  elements  of 
the  blood,  and  provide  us  with  a  very  nutritious  food  in  a  highly  con- 
centrated form. 

The  vegetable  kingdom  gives  us  many  forms  of  food  that  can  be 
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used  with  advantage.  Some  of  these  contain  both  albumin  and  fat, 
but  generally  they  consist  principally  of  carbohydrates.  They  differ 
from  those  derived  from  the  animal  kingdom  in  being  harder  to  digest 
and  more  difficult  of  complete  assimilation  by  the  absorbent  vessels. 

The  large  variety  of  green,  fresh,  and  succulent  vegetables  gener- 
ally used  by  man  are  an  important  element  in  his  table  of  dietetics, 
because  of  the  important  inorganic  salts  which  they  supply.  These 
antiscorbutic  properties  are  highly  important 

In  the  administration  of  food  the  complexity  of  digestion  should  not 
be  overlooked.  While  this  is  essential  in  health,  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  in  disease,  and  our  care  in  this  direction  is  often  the  dif- 
ference between  recovery  and  death. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THERAPEUTIC    HINTS. 
By  Samuel  J.  Smith*  Jl.  D.,  Fllley,  Neb. 

IN  preparing  the  first  paper  on  "Therapeutic  Hints,"  especial  care 
was  exercised  to  omit  anything  found  in  Locke's  Materia  Medico, 
and  in  that  way  some  things  were  overlooked  which  should  not  have 
been.  And  there  has  also  some  material  accumulated  since  which  is 
of  value  to  the  physician. 

First  I  desire  to  allay  any  fears  that  might  arise  from  the  editor's 
comments.  The  carbolic  acid  treatment  of  gastric  ulcer  was  commu- 
nicated to  the  writer  by  one  of  the  most  successful  physicians  in  a  city 
of  200,000  inhabitants,  who  had  tested  it  thoroughly  in  his  practice. 
No  one  regrets  more  than  the  writer,  that  statements  published  in  the 
medical  journals  can  not  be  implicitly  relied  upon.  Such  seems  to 
have  been  the  case  with  oxalic  acid.  The  prescription  under  the  head 
of  Aloes  should  read,  spirits  of  lavender  compound,  instead  of  spirits 
of  turpentine.  The  prescription  under  the  head  of  Creasote  proved 
satisfactory  in  my  handa  The  same  can  be  said  of  hydrargyrum  in 
prairie  itch,  with  no  unfavorable  symptoms.  Of  Sulfonal,  the  editor 
remarks  that  "credit  should  have  been  given."  True,  and  I  regret 
that  it  was  not ;  am  unable  now  to  say  where  the  blame  lies.  I  think 
it  was  quoted  from  "Ephemeris,"  but  as  I  have  not  the  copy,  can  not 
say  for  certain,  and  am  unable  to  ascertain  the  writer's  name.  Under 
the  heading  of  Thuja,  the  first  and  second  paragraphs,  in  quotation 
points,  were  from  Prof.  Lyman  Watkins,  and  the  third  was  from  Prof. 
Howe,  but  through  some  means,  after  the  manuscript  left  my  hands, 
Dr.  Howe  received  credit  for  the  whole  article,  which  I  consider  hardly 
fair  to  Dr.  Watkins. 

Acacia. — Formula  for  making  an  emulsion  from  any  kind  of  oil : 
R — Pulverized  acacia  two  drachms,  oil  one  ounce,  water  half  an  ounce. 
Put  the  acacia  in  a  dry  mortar,  add  the  oil,  and  rub  until  there  are 
no  lumps,  then  add  the  water  and  rub  thoroughly,  after  which  as 
much  water  may  be  added  as  desired. 
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Acetanilid. — Reduces  the  temperature,  relieves  the  pains  of  neu- 
ralgia, rheumatism,  locomotor  ataxia,  and  headache.  Two  to  four 
grains  every  two  hours,  it  is  claimed,  will  check  the  secretion  of  milk. 
It  is  used  as  a  dusting  powder  on  wounds  in  place  of  iodoform.  Dan- 
gerous symptoms  have  resulted  from  a  too  free  use  in  large  open 
wounds.  Made  into  an  ointment  with  petrolatum  it  is  applied  to  sores, 
felons,  and  run- rounds,  relieving  the  pains  of  these  last,  it  is  said. 

Acidcm  Boricum. — R  Boracic  acid  one  drachm,  borax  one  drachm, 
salt  half  a  drachm,  listerine  two  ounces,  water  six  ounces.  Mix.  An 
excellent  cleansing  and  disinfecting  solution  for  use  in  the  nasal  cav- 
ities. R — "Acid  boracic  half  ounce,  tincture  hyoscyamus  half  ounce, 
syrup  simplex  one  ounce,  camphor  water  three  ounces.  M.  Dose, 
one  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day.  After  the  failure  of  sanmetto, 
this  relieved  an  old  man  (sixty  years)  who  was  compelled  to  arise 
eight  to  fifteen  times  a  night  to  urinate. " 

Some  claim  that  this  acid  is  a  prophylactic  of  scarlet  fever  and 
diphtheria.  Used  largely  in  diseases  of  the  eye  and  discharges  from 
the  ear.  Combined  with  plantago  major,  it  is  a  splendid  remedy  to 
check  discharges  from  the  ear.  R — Boracic  acid  six  drachms,  glyce- 
rine six  drachms,  rose  water  twelve  ounces.  Mix.  Recommended  as 
a  preventative  and  cure  for  sun  burns.  R — Boracic  acid  grains  fif- 
teen, water  one  ounce.  Mix.     Apply  three  times  a  day  to  styes. 

Acidum  Picbicum. — R  Picric  acid  one  drachm  and  a  half,  alcohol 
three  ounces.  Mix.  Dilute  this  with  two  pints  of  distilled  water.  The 
burned  surface  should  be  cleansed  with  absorbent  cotton  soaked  in 
this  solution.  Blisters  should  be  opened  and  their  contents  allowed 
to  escape.  Strips  of  sterilized  gauze  soaked  in  the  picric  acid  solu- 
tion, are  applied  so  as  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  injured  surface.  A 
thin  layer  of  absorbent  cotton  wool  is  applied  over  the  whole,  and 
kept  in  place  by  a  bandage.  The  dressing  soon  dries,  and  must  be 
left  in  place  for  three  or  four  days.  The  dressings  must  then  be  thor- 
oughly moistened  with  the  picric  acid  solution  before  attempting  their 
removal.  The  second  dressing  is  applied  in  exactly  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  first,  and  may  be  left  on  for  a  week.  The  above  is  the 
French  method  that  has  recently  been  recommended  in  the  treatment 
of  burns. 

Acidum  Salicyliccm. — R  Salicylic  acid  one  drachm,  alcohol  three 
ounces.  Mix.  Applications  of  this  will  cause  pimples  and  comedones 
to  disappear.  R — Salicylic  acid  six  drachms,  boracic  acid  six  ounces. 
Divide  each  into  twelve  powders ;  one  powder  of  each  dissolved  in  a 
pint  of  water  makes  Thiersch's  Solution  No.  1,  which  may  be  used 
anywhere  except  in  the  eye.  For  the  eye  double  the  quantity  of  water 
should  be  used,  making  Solution  No.  2. 

Alumex. — It  is  asserted  that  tablespoonful  doses  of  alum  either  in 
powder  or  solution,  given  every  six  to  eight  hours,  will  cure  *  'foun- 
der" either  from  grain  or  water,  in  twenty-four  hours,  if  used  early 
after  being  foundered. 
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JEscclus  Hypocastincm. — Several  writers  hare  claimed  that  ten- 
drop  doses  three  times  a  day  would  cure  hemorrhoida 

Antimonii  et  Potassii  Tartras. — Increased  secretion  from  the  respi- 
ratory mucous  membrane.  Stridulous  breathing  with  difficult  respi- 
ration from  want  of  muscular  power.  A  saucer  of  sweetened  water  to 
which  a  little  tartar  emetic  has  been  added,  it  is  said,  will  rid  a  place 
of  ants. 

Apocynum  Cannabincm.— R.  Sp.  apocynum,  sp.  digitalis,  of  each 
two  drachms,  sp.  cactus  grand,  one  drachm,  water  q.  s.  to  make  four 
ounces.  Mix.  Dose,  one  teaspoonful  in  water  every  three  to  four 
hours,  in  cardiac  dropsy  with  anasarca  of  the  legs. 

Aqua. — "Hot  water,  used  with  a  Moles  worth  syringe,  will  relieve 
dysmenorrhoea. "  A  sponge  wrung  out  of  hot  water  and  applied  to 
the  part,  will  relieve  pruritus.  Sweating  feet  are  benefitted  by  soak- 
ing for  some  hours  every  day  in  hot  water.  Corns  may  be  softened 
and  pared  down  and  gotten  rid  of,  by  freely  soaking  in  hot  water. 
Use  hot  water  to  check  hemorrhage  anywhere — nose,  womb,  rectum, 
eta     Valuable  as  enemas  in  dysentery. 

"In  ulcers  of  the  leg,  where  the  parts  are  cold,  pour  on  hot  water 
until  the  leg  feels  hot  to  the  hand,  then  dust  over  the  ulcer  a  powder 
composed  of,  R.  Oxalic  acid  one  part,  corn  starch  four  parts ;  envelop 
the  leg  in  a  thin  layer  of  cotton  batting,  held  in  place  by  a  rubber 
bandage,  and  renew  the  dressing  every  day." 

Small  children  are  frequently  getting  hurt  Wring  a  cloth  out  of 
hot  water  and  hold  on  the  spot  for  a  few  minutes,  rewetting  as  fast  as 
it  gets  cold,  and  it  will  prevent  swelling,  or  the  blood  settling  in  the 
part,  and  also  prevent  soreness.  It  is  equally  as  good  in  adults.  In 
any  injury  where  it  is  possible,  a  soaking  in  hot  water  will  prove  of 
benefit  Sprains  are  greatly  benefitted  by  it  Cold  water  enemas  are 
useful,  givEn  at  night,  to  relieve  the  irritation  of  pin- worms.  A  satu- 
rated solution  of  salt  in  water  is  useful  in  pruritus.  It  is  recommended 
for  "men  who  can  not  urinate,  to  stand  them  up  and  pour  hot  water 
from  a  pitcher  upon  the  abdomen,  letting  it  run  off  the  penis,  and  it 
will  soon  start  the  urine, "  In  cystitis,  injections  of  hot  water  into  the 
bowel  are  beneficial. 

Argenti  Nitras. — Dyspepsia  of  a  nervous  type ;  flatulent,  belching 
quantities  of  gas,  making  a  loud  noise.  Afraid  to  attend  church,  or 
be  placed  in  any  position  where  it  would  be  impossible  to  go  to  stool. 
Give  one  tablet  of  the  6x  before  each  meal.  (Horner. )  To  remove 
nitrate  of  silver  stains :  Dissolve  fifteen  grains  of  corrosive  sublimate 
in  seven  ounces  of  boiled  water ;  add  about  forty  five  grains  of  salt  (a 
scant  teaspoonful)  just  before  using ;  lay  the  material  in  the  solution 
for  about  five  minutes,  and  then  wash  it  two  or  three  times. 

Aristol. — R.  Aristol  four  grains,  adeps  lannae  two  ounces,  oleum 
mentha  pip,  q.  s.  Mix.  Apply  locally.  Dr.  J.  J.  Caldwell  says  this 
is  the  most  powerful  antipyretic  he  has  found  in  thirty  years. 

Arsenicum. — Dr,  Jarvis  S.  Wright  recommends  the  bromide  of  arse- 
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uic  in  uterine  cancer.  Iodide  of  arsenic :  Blood  poisoning  (pyaemia), 
purulent  discharges  irritating  and  scalding  the  parts  over  which  they 
flow,  scaly  eruptions  of  the  skin  and  hair,  tendency  to  ulceration. 
R — Iodide  arsenic  one  grain,  ext  belladonna  six  grains,  valerianate 
morphine  eight  grains,  fluid  ext.  aconite  five  drops,  ext.  gentian  q.  s. 
for  pill  mass.  Mix ;  divide  into  sixty  pills.  Dose,  one  to  three  in 
twenty  four  hours,  for  migraine,  neuralgia,  sciatica,  etc.  (Dr.  George 
Covert) 

"R — Liq.  potas.  arsenite  one  drachm,  potas.  iod.  three  drachms, 
sodii  salicyL  four  drachms,  tr.  gentian  comp.,  elixir  lactopeptin,  of 
of  each  one  ounce,  syr.sarsap.  comp.  q.  s.  ad  four  ounces.  Mix.  Sig. 
Shake  well ;  give  one  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day,  after  meals,  in 
one-third  glass  of  water.  I  have  never  known  this  to  fail  in  curing 
any  case  of  rheumatism,  either  inflammatory  or  articular.  After  tak- 
ing this  for  four  or  five  days,  there  is  acute  coryza  and  a  watery  or 
muco  purulent  discharge  from  the  nose.  The  flow  of  urine  is  mark- 
edly increased,  and  unless  the  patient  is  forewarned  he  will  come  back 
to  you  lamenting  that  he  is  in  a  dreadful  condition.  I  always  tell  my 
patients  that  this  will  be  the  case,  and  encourage  them  to  continue  it 
for  some  days,  when  all  these  unpleasant  symptoms  will  abate,  and 
the  rheumatism  will  disappear  at  the  same  time  "  (Dr.  M.  T.  Bich- 
ardeon  in  Med.  World,  1896,  />.  42 1.  ]  The  doctor  reports  cases  cured 
that  are  truly  surprising,  equal  to  patent  medicine  almanacs. 

Asclepias  Strica. — Diuretic,  used  with  great  benefit  in  renal  drop- 
sies ;  of  no  benefit  in  dropsies  of  cardiac  origin.  Has  no  weakening 
effect  on  the  system.  Used  in  a  decoction,  it  frequently  acts  as  a  hy- 
dragogue  cathartic. 

Aurum  Triphyllum. — Hoarseness  and  loss  of  voice,  with  burning 
and  constriction  of  the  throat,  speakers'  sore  throat,  intensely  sore 
throat  with  bleeding  and  marked  fetor  and  swelling. 

Berberis  Aquifolium. — Valuable  in  glandular  diseases,  chronic  ton- 
sillitis and  enlarged  prostate.  Skin  diseases  of  a  chronic  character ; 
acne,  eczema,  herpes  zoster,  salt  rheum,  psoriasis.  Endometritis  and 
cervicitis  are  said  to  be  benefited  by  berberis. 

Berberis  Sulphas. — Profuse  menses  and  too  frequent. 

Bismcthi  Subnitras. — Pyrosis.  Nursing  sore  mouth;  apply  the 
powder.  R — Bismuth  two  drachms,  petroleum  one  ounce ;  apply  to 
cracked  nipples.  A  splendid  application  to  excoriated  breech  of  ba- 
bies. R — Bismuth  one  drachm,  oxide  of  zinc  ten  grains,  carbolic 
acid  ten  drops,  petrolatum  one  ounce.  Mix.  Apply  to  chapped  hands, 
sore  nipples,  ulcers,  fissures,  etc. 

Liquor  Bismuth. — Tongue  red,  papilla*  prominent,  uneasy  sensa- 
tions in  the  stomach  toward  the  close  of  digestion,  extending  down- 
ward and  ending  in  diarrhoea.  R — Bismuth,  white  precipitate,  of 
of  each  one  drachm,  glycerine  ointment  half  an  ounce.  Mix.  Apply 
«very  other  day  to  remove  freckles. 

Bryonia. — Of  sp.  bryonia  "three  drops  every  three  hours  will  abort 
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and  cure  carbuncle  in  five  to  eight  days."    For  treatment  of  carbun- 
cle see  Journal  of  1892,  p.  312. 

Bisulphide  Carbon. — Wind  sufficient  cotton  on  a  stick  to  form  a 
ball  as  large  as  a  hen's  egg ;  saturate  it  with  bisulphide  carbon,  and 
place  in  woodchuck's,  gopher's,  or  any  other  animal's  hole  with  earth 
tread  down  hard,  and  it  will  suffocate  the  animaL 

Boro  Citrate  Magnesia. — One  drachm  to  one  ounce  water,  one  tea- 
spoonful  three  times  a  day  in  urinary  calculi.  In  diabetes  give  four 
grains  three  times  a  day. 

Calcium  Iodide.— Dr.  C.  S.  Nichols,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  reports 
four  cases  of  tumors  of  the  breast  cured  by  giving  calcium  iodide  3x, 
two  grains  four  times  a  day.  Two  of  the  cases  had  been  pronounced 
cancer  by  several  physicians,  and  an  operation  advised. 

Calcium  Sulphide. — Valuable  in  zymotic  diseases,  small-pox,  diph- 
theria, scarlet  fever,  eczema,  skin  diseases.  Used  in  boils  to  check 
suppuration.     It  is  said  to  be  a  prophylactic  in  scarlet  fever. 

Camphora. — R.  Camphor  gum,  one- half  ounce,  spirits  turpentine 
three  ounces.  Mix.  Apply  to  the  breasts  to  check  the  secretion  of 
milk. 

Cascara  Amaroa. — Half  drachm  doses  of  the  fluid  extract  is  strongly 
endorsed  by  several  writers  as  a  cure  for  syphilis  in  any  stage.  Cures 
chronic  catarrh — so  it  is  claimed.  One  patient  had  to  quit  using 
tobacco  while  taking  cascara. 

Ceanothcs  Americana. — "Pain  in  the  leftside  under  the  short  ribs 
will  often  yield  to  that  prince  of  spleen  remedies,  oeanothus  Ameri- 
cana, five  drops  of  the  tincture  a  dose." 

Ceylon  Cinnamon. — B.  Ceylon  cinnamon  twelve  ounces,  water 
three  quarts ;  boil  down  to  one  quart ;  decant  without  filtering.  Dose 
one  pint  every  twenty- four  hours,  by  the  half  glassful  frequently  after 
eating.  Dr.  J.  C.  Ross,  in  a  French  journal,  says  this  treatment  has 
given  him  good  results  in  carcinoma  of  the  stomach,  breast,  uterus, 
and  tongue.  The  principal  effect  is  to  quiet  the  pain,  decrease  the 
odor,  and  improve  the  general  condition.  Patients  who  have  been 
using  morphine  have  been  able  to  dispense  with  it 

Chloroform. — Chloroform  should  be  used  in  place  of  ether  as  an 
anaesthetic  when  the  urine  contains  albumen.  Chloroform  relieves 
the  pain  and  itching  of  mosquito  bites ;  lobelia  will  do  the  same.  One 
writer  claims  to  relieve  albuminuria  of  pregnancy  with  ten-drop  doses 
of  chloroform  three  times  a  day.  In  very  urgent  cases  near  confine- 
ment, he  gives  half  a  teaspoonful  every  three  hours.  R — White  rose 
(quadruple  ext )  one  ounce,  alcohol  three  ounces,  chloroform  (Squibb's) 
six  ounces,  ether  (Squibb's)  nine  ounces.  Mix,  This  is  the  P.  A.  C.  E. 
mixture  of  Prof.  L.  E.  Russell. 

Chrysarobin. — R.  Chrysarobin  one  and  one  fourth  grains,  iodoform 
five  grains,  ext.  belladonna  one-sixth  grain,  coca  butter  thirty  grains. 
Mix.  If  there  is  much  bleeding  add  tannin.  Introduce  one,  two,  or 
three  times  a  day  in  internal  piles.     In  external  piles  apply  the  fol- 
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lowing  three  times  a  day,  after  first  cleansing  the  parts  with  a  two- 
per-cent  carbolic  acid  solution :  R — Chrysarobin  twelve  grains,  iodo- 
form five  grains,  ext.  belladonna  nine  grains,  petroleum  four  drs.  Mix. 

Cocillana. — Cough  remedy  in  bronchial  diseases. 

Golchicum. — Wine  of  colchicum  one  minim  every  hour  in  orchitis 
and  epididymitis.  Pain  sharp,  shooting,  tearing,  or  dull  aching,  ex- 
tending from  the  back  to  the  hip  and  down  the  leg.  Believes  painful 
micturition ;  terrible  pain  in  the  urethra  after  urinating. 

Conidm. — Heart  disease.  Vertigo  when  moving  the  head  ever  so 
slightly.     Rheumatic  or  neuralgic  complaints  of  elderly  feeble  people. 

Cratalgus  Oxyacantha. — A  Dr.  Green  in  Ireland  acquired  a  great 
reputation  in  the  treatment  of  heart  troubles  by  the  use  of  this  rem- 
edy. After  his  death  his  daughter  divulged  the  secret.  Dr.  Jen- 
nings, of  New  York  City,  reports  over  forty  cases  in  which  he  has 
used  it  with  benefit.  Mitral  regurgitation  from  valvular  insufficiency 
with  hypertrophy.     Dose,  ten  drops  four  times  a  day. 

Cundubango. — Cundurango  is  of  use  in  very  hard,  painful  tumors 
of  the  breast,  associated  with  ulcers  in  the  corners  of  the  mouth ;  this 
soreness  and  cracking  in  the  corners  of  the  mouth  is  considered  char- 
acteristic of  the  drug.  It  has  also  been  used  successfully  in  stricture 
of  the  oesophagus,  with  burning  pain  behind  it,  where  the  food  seems 
to  stick  sometimes.  There  is  vomiting  of  food,  and  induration  in  the 
left  hypochondrium,  with  constant  burning  pain. — North  American 
Jour,  of  Horn. 

Echinacea. — This  is  comparatively  a  recent  remedy,  but  one  which 
is  taking  high  rank ;  valuable  in  zymotic  diseases,  boils,  carbuncles. 
Dr.  J.  W.  Wright  reports  its  successful  use  internally  and  locally  in 
snake  bites.  Dr.  Sarah  J.  Hogan  reports,  in  Chicago  Med.  Times, 
treating  a  dozen  or  more  cases  of  dog  bites,  with  unvarying  success, 
filling  the  wound  with  specific  echinacea,  and  keeping  it  wet  with  a 
lotion  of  equal  parts  echinacea  and  water,  and  giving  echinacea  inter- 
nally in  proper  doses  at  the  same  time.  Also,  "wen  like  tumors"  have 
been  absorbed  after  taking  echinacea.  R— Echinacea,  elixir  pepsin, 
of  each  two  ounces.  Mix.  One  teaspoonful  every  two  to  four  hours  in 
suppressed  lochia.  Dr.  DeMarr  recommends  —  R.  Sp.  echinacea, 
jaborandi,  mellilotus,  of  each  one  ounce.  Mix.  Dose,  thirty  drops 
in  water  every  three  hours  in  sciatica.  When  awake  at  night,  I  wrap 
the  limb  in  a  cloth  wet  with  dilute  vinegar.  This  cured  him  after  the 
failure  of  other  means.  Echafolta  is  prepared  from  echinacea.  Dr. 
Fearn  says  it  is  "echinacea  with  the  dirt  taken  out" 

Epitheous. — This  is  claimed  to  be  the  remedy  for  headache  from 
exhaustion ;  three  to  five  drops  3x  twice  a  day  between  the  attacks 
and  every  half  hour  when  feeling  them  coming  on. 

Eriodictyon — Yerba  Santa.— Chronic  coughs  with  pain  through 
the  chest  "Relieves  the  tickling  sensation  in  the  throat  of  consump- 
tives. Whooping-cough  yields  to  its  curative  action ;  when  combined 
with  bromide  of  ammonium  and  physostigma  it  will  break  it  up." 
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Eupatorium  Aromaticum. —  R.  Fluid  ext  eupatorium,  fluid  ext. 
hydrasti9,  of  each  two  drachms,  water  three  and  a  half  ounces.  Mix. 
One  teaspoonful  every  hour  in  nursing  sore  mouth. 

[To  be  continued.] 
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BALANITIS. 

By  Prof.  Lyman  Watklns,  Jl.  D.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

ALANITIS  is  the  name  given  to  an  inflammatory  condition  of 
the  mucous  membrane  covering  the  glans  penis.  It  is  usually 
complicated  with  posthitis,  or  inflammation  of  the  preputial  lining 
(balano  posthitis),  aud  is  an  affection  of  brief  duration. 

The  superficial  inflammation  of  mucous  membrane  hardly  needs  to 
be  regarded  as  a  disease  at  all,  so  readily  does  proper  treatment  cure 
it ;  and  yet,  mistaken  treatment  has,  at  times,  wrought  such  fearful 
havoc  that  we  are  amazed  how  an  essentially  harmless  affection  could 
be  converted  into  a  condition  of  such  serious  aspect  Not  infrequently 
a  simple  balanitis  is  changed  into  an  excoriating  ulceration  with  phi- 
mosis or  paraphimosis,  posthitis,  and  urethritis,  by  heroic  treatment, 
under  the  impression  that  the  disease  is  gonorrhoea  or  syphilis — a  mis- 
take most  generally  of  the  patient  himself,  who  has  consulted  a  friend, 
usually  a  druggist  or  druggist's  clerk.  This  friend  has  given  the  pa- 
tient caustic  to  * 'touch  up  the  flaky  spots,"  and  an  injection  to  check 
the  discharge,  which  was  presumed  to  be  urethral,  when  in  fact  there 
was  no  urethral  discharge  to  check,  and  no  chancroids  to  cauterize. 

I  was  recently  consulted  by  a  crowd  of  eight  college  students  (not 
medical)  who  had  clandestinely  taken  a  woman  to  the  room  of  one  of 
their  number.  They  all  contracted  balanitis,  and  were  very  much 
alarmed,  supposing  it  to  be  gonorrhoea.  I  did  not  disabuse  their 
minds,  and  as  they  recovered  in  three  or  four  days,  nothing  more  was 
said.  Two  of  them,  thinking  that  gonorrhoea  was  not  so  bad  after  all, 
exposed  themselves  again,  and  in  a  short  time  came  back  with  a  gen- 
uine attack  of  specific  urethritis,  which  rendered  them  exceedingly 
uncomfortable  for  several  weeks.  I  then  thought  if  I  had  explained 
to  them  the  true  nature  of  the  first  attack,  and  warned  them  more 
particularly  against  gonorrhoea,  perhaps  it  would  have  been  better. 

Balanitis  is  not,  at  all  times,  a  venereal  disease,  for  it  may  occur  in 
those  who  have  not  had  sexual  intercourse,  coming  up  from  some 
chemical  or  mechanical  irritation,  or  from  neglect  in  keeping  the  parts 
clean,  thus  allowing  discharges  to  accumulate  and  decompose,  giving 
rise  to  the  superficial  inflammation.  While  this  affection  may  appear 
alone — that  is,  without  the  presence  of  any  venereal  complication— it 
is  probably  more  frequently  seen  with  chancre,  chancroid,  or  gonor- 
rhoea, or  is  caused  by  an  acrid,  irritating  vaginal  discharge.  The  oth- 
erwise very  cleanly  sometimes  neglect  this  part  of  the  body. 

Balanitis  begins  with  a  slight  redness  and  tenderness  of  the  glans 
penis ;  soon  thereafter  the  parts  are  covered  with  a  creamy  veil  of 
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muco  pus,  which  increases  in  amount,  at  the  same  time  becoming 
more  purulent  and  very  offensive  in  odor.  Small,  irregular,  superfi- 
cial excoriations  form,  faintly  resembling  chancroid ;  the  lining  of  the 
prepuce  becomes  implicated,  sometimes  causing  considerable  swelling 
and  oedema,  which  may  result  in  phimosis  or  paraphimosis.  Although 
the  inguinal  glands  may  become  enlarged  and  tender,  they  seldom 
suppurate  in  balanitis.  The  patient  complains  of  burning  and  smart- 
ing in  the  affected  region,  especially  where  the  urine  comes  in  contact 
with  the  inflamed  surface  during  micturition.  Vegetations  may  occur 
and  the  disease  may  present  a  formidable  appearance,  but  neverthe- 
less readily  yields  to  treatment 

The  treatment  of  balanitis  is  simple  and  effective.  The  first  indi- 
cation is  to  cleanse  the  parts  with  warm  water  and  soap ;  in  fact,  this 
may,  in  some  cases,  be  all  that  is  necessary  to  perfect  a  cure.  After 
the  parts  have  been  cleansed,  bathe  them  with  the  following  solution : 

R — Boric  acid,  zinci  sulph.,  plumbi  acet.,  aa.  3  ss. 

Asepsin, grs.  xv. 

Aqua  rosse, §  i  j.    M. 

After  the  above  lotion  has  been  thoroughly  applied,  the  following 
powder  may  be  well  sprinkled  over  the  surface,  and  the  foreskin 
drawn  forward  so  as  to  retain  it  beneath : 

B — Aristol,  boracic  acid,  aa.  M. 
Have  the  penis  washed,  bathed,  and  powdered,  morning  and  evening. 
When  phimosis  is  present,  the  pus  should  be  washed  from  beneath 
the  swollen  foreskin  with  a  syringe,  and  the  antiseptic  and  astringent 
fluid  thrown  in.  In  a  short  time  the  inflammation  will  subside  and 
the  phimosis  disappear.  Paraphimosis  is  treated  by  first  reducing 
the  inflammation,  when  the  foreskin  can  easily  be  returned. 


SPECIFIC    MEDICATION. 
By  F.  A.  Cavanaugh,  1*1.  D.t  Ravanna,  Ho. 

THE  above  caption  is  often  before  you,  yet  not  often  enough,  as 
too  much  can  not  be  said  that  will  in  any  way  further  the  noble 
cause,  until  it  is  better  known,  and  its  superiority  as  the  most  rational 
practice  of  medicine  is  better  understood,  not  only  by  the  profession, 
but  the  laity.  I  am  therefore  constrained  to  add  my  mite  under  this 
head,  being  inspired  thereto  by  reading  a  number  of  articles  in  the 
Medical  Summary  for  September. 

An  article  by  Frank  R  Brunner,  M.  D.,  on  "Treatment  of  Pneu- 
monia," particularly  interested  me.  After  speaking  about  his  bad 
case,  complicated  by  an  abscess  in  the  right  lung,  and  tapping  for  the 
same,  he  adds :  "Had  this  man  taken  the  necessary  precaution  and 
his  medicine,  I  think  he  would  not  have  had  an  abscess,  perhaps  not 
even  pleuro  pneumonia,  and  would  not  have  been  hanging  on  the 
ragged  edge  of  eternity  for  nearly  two  months.' ' 
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The  treatment  was  ''antiphlogistic  and  expectorant,"  "neat  stimu- 
lating and  tonic,"  "diet  nutritious."  He  adds,  "As  a  febrifuge  in 
pneumonia,  I  generally  rely  on  veratrum  viride  (Norwood's),  amnion, 
chlor.  comp.,  calomel,  nitrate  of  potash,  and  Dover's  powders,  until 
the  tongue  is  clean,  then  substitute  quinina" 

Speaking  of  his  case  again,  he  says :  "Had  I  thought  the  patient 
would  not  take  his  medicine,  I  would  have  resorted  to  venesection, 
which  is  still  of  immense  therapeutic  value," 

The  striking  similarity  of  the  above  treatment,  minus  venesection, 
to  that  in  vogue  out  here,  impels  me  to  bring  forward  one  of  my  own 
cases  of  pneumonia  for  comparison  of  treatment  The  grip  was  on  a 
rampage  in  this  section  of  Missouri  last  winter,  afflicting  almost  every 
body.  The  complications  were  many  and  various,  prominent  among 
them  being  pneumonia.  I  treated  scores  of  cases,  all  via  the  specific 
medication  route,  without  a  single*  fatal  issue,  and  not  one  grain  of 
calomel  or  quinine.  Some  one  may  say,  "He  could  not  have  had  any 
of  the  bad  cases. "  If  so,  my  answer  is,  that  I  had  all  the  cases  there 
were  in  Ravanna  and  out  of  it  for  a  radius  of  five  miles,  during  part 
of  February  and  March  (four  weeks),  while  my  opponent  was  off  tak- 
ing the  "jag  cure,"  and  1  was  in  demand  night  and  day.  On  the 
25th  of  March,  Mr.  D  ,  aged  about  35  years,  had  a  severe  chill,  fol- 
lowed by  fever.  From  some  cause  he  did  not  send  for  me  until  the 
29th,  at  1  p.  m.  I  found  him  suffering  severely  with  pleuro  pneumo- 
nia, the  lower  three-quarters  of  the  right  lung  being  involved.  Tem- 
perature 104.4°,  pulse  130,  respiration  36;  bowels  unmoved  for  four 
days,  My  prescription  consisted  of  specific  veratrum,  gtt  xv.,  spe- 
cific bryonia  gtt.  v.,  water  3iv.  M.  Dose,  one  teaspoonful  every  hour. 
Four  powders  of  acetanilid,  about  7  grs.  each,  to  be  taken  at  intervals 
of  two  to  three  hours,  as  needed  to  control  aching  in  the  head  and 
limbs,  and  not  as  a  febrifuge.  Also  gave  him  three  vegetable  cathartic 
pills.  Applied  a  generously  larded  cloth,  sprinkled  with  comp.  pow- 
der lobelia  and  capsicum. 

The  above  was  continued  for  several  days,  except  with  the  addition 
of  specific  passiflora  in  20  drop  doses  at  night  to  insure  some  rest. 
There  was  perceptible  amendment  until  April  3d,  when  typhoid  symp- 
toms set  in,  and  he  became  very  sick.  Prescription  now  read,  specific 
aconite  gtt  v.,  sp.  lobelia  gtt  xv.,  sp.  bryonia  gtt  v.,  water  3iv., 
teaspoonful  every  hour;  in  alternation  with  specific  echinacea,  3ij., 
water  §iv.  ;  also  muriatic  acid  freely  in  his  drink.  He  had  now  be- 
come delirious,  and  his  friends  became  much  alarmed,  and  I  confess 
I  was  fearful  of  the  outcome  myself. 

On  the  5th,  I  received  a  hurried  call,  the  messenger  stating  that  he 
was  hiccoughing  and  jerking,  and  had  had  one  or  two  spasms.  It 
was  impossible  to  leave  my  office  just  then,  and  I  sent  ammon.  brom. 
3ij.  to  be  put  in  half  a  glass  of  water,  and  given  in  teaspoonful  doses 
every  one  to  three  hours.     There  was  no  more  trouble  from  spasms. 

On  the  6th  he  became  conscious,  and  complained  of  severe  localized 
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pain  in  the  region  of  right  nipple.    I  applied  chloroform  liniment  on  • 
a  piece  of  flannel,  obtaining  almo6t  instant  relief  (causing  comment 
about  that  wonderful  hot  stuff  and  its  speedy  action,  the  like  of  which 
they  had  never  seen  before) ;  found  it  necessary  to  have  it  reapplied 
several  times. 

The  bowels  and  kidneys  gave  me  very  little  trouble,  and  the  tem- 
perature came  down  to  99.6°  on  the  7th,  and  to  normal  on  the  8th ; 
but  he  was  an  awfully  weak  and  prostrated  specimen  of  humanity. 
Prescribed  nux  vomica,  hydrastis  and  mur.  tincture  iron,  and  he 
made  a  rapid  convalescence,  so  that  I  discharged  him  on  the  10th,  but 
kept  him  supplied  with  a  tonic  of  acid  soL  iron,  gtt  ij.,  sulpb.  strych. 
gr.  1-60,  three  times  a  day,  which  he  continued  taking  until  May  21, 
when  he  pronounced  himself  as  being  * 'stout"  once  more,  and  heavier 
in  weight  by  ten  pounds  than  for  five  years  previously.  Since  then 
he  has  proceeded  with  a  farmer's  occupation. 

In  addition  to  the  above  treatment,  I  had  recourse  to  hot  foot  baths 
and  general  bathing,  as  seemed  required ;  also  looked  after  appropri- 
ate nourishment  That  this  patient  was  severely  sick  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  The  immediate  family  had  lost  all  hope  of  his  recovery. 

The  above  is  not  an  ideal  case,  and  is  but  one  of  many,  perhaps 
not  all  so  bad,  that  I  have  had  under  treatment  this  year,  using  only 
specific  medicines  and  other  medicines  strictly  along  specific  medica- 
tion lines,  and  as  stated,  without  a  fatality.  Can  venesection,  anti- 
phlogistic measures,  calomel  and  quinine,  claim  as  much?  I  think 
not  Perhaps  if  the  patient  Dr.  Brunner  mentions  had  taken  less  of 
his  medicines,  he  would  have  only  hung  one  month  instead  of  two  on 
"the  ragged  edge  of  eternity.' ' 

The  treatment  of  my  case,  as  given  above,  is  not  stereotyped  or  even 
remembered  only  as  referred  to  in  my  case  book,  in  which  I  try  to 
keep  an  accurate  account  of  every  case,  and  each  case  stands  out  alone 
for  study  of  indications.  Quinine  I  use  when  indicated  by  periodicity 
(in  both  large  and  small  doses),  and  always  with  happy  results,  after 
first  preparing  the  way  by  appropriate  specific  medicines,  but  can  see 
no  possible  use  for  it  in  pneumonia  or  la  grippe,  unless  there  is  peri- 
odicity, and  that  I  have  so  far  failed  to  observe. 


LOBELIA  AND    ECHINACEA. 
By  J.  C.  Kllgour,  n.  D.,  Harrison,  O. 

CASE  1. — A  middle-aged  woman,  domestic,  was  attacked  by  severe 
pains  in  the  stomach,  which  moved  sometimes  into  the  left  side, 
and  sometimes  into  the  right,  and  into  the  back,  and  of  such  a  severe 
and  unremitting  character,  that  it  seemed  the  patient  could  not  en- 
dure them  long  and  live.  Three  hypodermic  injections  of  one-fourth 
grain  of  morphine  with  1-150  grain  of  atropia,  were  given  during  the 
night,  but  only  mitigated  the  pain  and  made  it  bearable  for  an  hour  or 


698  THERAPEUTIC   FACTS. 

two  after  each  injection,  when  it  was  evident  that  something  must  be 
done  or  she  would  die  from  the  agony  of  it. 

At  this  juncture,  when  I  noticed  the  character  of  the  pain,  I  thought 
of  what  the  late  Dr.  J.  M.  Scudder  had  once  said  of  lobelia  in  such 
cases,  and  at  once  gave  her  a  ten  drop  dose  of  the  specific  tincture, 
repeating  it  in  twenty  minutes,  and  then  five  drops.  The  pain  was 
completely  and  permanently  relieved,  although  some  smothering  sen- 
sation was  complained  of  for  a  few  hours  afterward. 

Case  2. — A  boy  twelve  years  of  age  was  bitten  on  the  upper  lip  by 
some  poisonous  insect  and  great  swelling  and  pain  with  an  erysipela- 
tous redness,  spread  up  to  the  eyes.  The  first  physician  who  saw 
him  thought  an  ulcerated  tooth  was  the  cause  of  it,  and  sent  him  to  a 
dentist,  who  extracted  the  one  supposed  to  be  the  cause,  but  it  was 
sound,  and  the  pain  and  swelling  continued  to  grow  worse.  I  was 
then  called,  and  recognizing  it  as  blood  poisoning,  made  a  solution  of 
specific  echinacea  by  adding  two  drachms  to  four  ounces  of  water, 
and  gave  a  teaspoonful  every  two  hours.  There  was  manifest  im- 
provement in  a  few  hours,  and  complete  recovery  in  three  days.  Noth- 
ing else  was  used  except  a  warm  flax-seed  poultice  over  the  central 
seat  of  the  pain.  I  now  believe  the  case  would  have  been  sooner  over 
if  the  doses  had  been  repeated  oftener.  It  is  a  remedy  that  I  should 
place  great  reliance  upon  in  cases  of  malignant  diphtheria  and  mea- 
sles, or  indeed  in  any  case  with  a  virulent  poison  in  the  blood. 

Will  somebody  report  his  experience  with  bromoform  syrup  in 
whooping  cough? 


A  FEW  THERAPEUTIC  PACTS  GATHERED  FROM  VARIOUS 

SdURCES. 
By  Prof.  Jos.  Adolpfaus,  il.  D.,  Atlanta,  Oa. 

(Concluded  from  page  544.) 

THERE  are  medicaments  which  are  valuable  aids  in  nearly  all 
these  cases  of  kidney  and  liver  affections.  Podophyllin,  apocy- 
num,  chionanthus,  root  and  seed  of  burdock  (articum  lappa),  cory- 
dalis,  euonymus,  Phytolacca,  ipecac,  mix  vomica,  veratrum,  aconite, 
gelsemium,  cream  tartar,  rochelle  salts,  soda  phosphate,  quinine  sul- 
phate, cinchona  bark,  hydrastis,  gentian,  quassia,  ptelia,  and  helo- 
nias  may  be  mentioned. 

In  nearly  all  liver  and  kidney  troubles  the  critical  symptoms  are 
attended  with  a  high  blood  pressure,  hard  pulse.  In  fact,  there  is 
sympathetic  irritation  between  the  materies  morbi  and  the  cardiac 
nervous  apparatus,  which  increases  blood  tension,  owing  to  vaso-mo- 
tor  conscriction  of  the  vascular  areas  of  the  renal  tract  and  the  hepatic 
tract ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  vessels  of  the  skin  are  constricted, 
and  the  muscles,  nervous  system,  and  possibly  thoracic  areas,  are  full 
of  blood.  Experiences  teaches  the  benefit  to  be  derived  in  this  class 
of  cases  from  bringing  down  the  pulse  with  veratrum.     Some  prefer 


THERAPEUTIC    FACTS. 


509 


aconite  owing,  as  they  say,  to  its  relaxing  the  arteries  of  the  skin,  thus 
drawing  a  profusion  of  blood  into  it,  and  exciting  the  sweat  center. 
It  is  common  experience  that  small  doses  of  aconite  fill  the  cutaneous 
blood  vessels,  and  thus  draw  off  blood  from  over-gorged  areas  into 
other  parts.  Veratrum  acts  specifically  on  the  renal  vascular  areas, 
sedates  the  over- excited  arterial  areas,  relaxes  the  arterioles,  and 
allows  the  circulation  to  be  free  in  Bowma's  capsules  and  in  the  vena 
recta ;  at  the  same  time  the  vascular  areas  in  the  muscles,  nerve  cen- 
ters, and  thorax,  are  active  in  sending  blood  into  the  skin.  This  is 
one  of  the  good  results  obtained  from  veratrum  in  puerperal  convul- 
sions, and  the  foundation  on  which  its  curative  influence  is  laid. 

The  value  of  podophyllin  and  apocynum,  combined  with  hydrastis 
and  ipecac,  is  attested  by  clinical  experience ;  also  the  value  of  qui- 
nine, ipecac,  and  podophyllin.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  interpreting 
how  they  do  good,  viewing  them  in  the  light  I  have  so  often  presented 
them  to  my  readers  in  previous  papers  in  our  journals.  Chionanthus 
and  euonymus  are  remarkable  remedies  in  these  hepatic  nnd  renal 
diseases,  owing  to  the  influence  they  exercise  on  the  epithelium  of  the 
convulated  renal  tubules  and  on  the  hepatic  cells.  A  patient  whose 
renal  epithelial  cells  are  so  weakened  in  functional  energy  as  to  be 
incapable  of  picking  out  the  urea  brought  to  them  by  the  blood-ves- 
sels, will  take  on  new  life  and  do  their  work  well  under  the  influence 
of  chionanthus.  It  is  a  remedy  of  choice  in  many  forms  of  Blight's 
disease ;  ipecac  appears  to  help  it  do  its  work. 

The  6ame  is,  in  another  way,  true  of  euonymus  in  hepatic  disease, 
where  the  hepatic  cell  is  unable  to  fix  the  molecule  of  sugar  brought 
to  the  liver,  and  lay  it  down  as  glycogen.  This  form  of  diabetes  is 
very  often  cured  by  euonymus,  podophyllin,  and  nux.  We  call  these 
remedies  liver  tonics,  simply  because  they  help  the  liver  cell  to  do  its 
work. 

I  could  discuss  the  materia  medica  side  of  this  topic  much  further, 
possibly  with  some  profit,  yet  I  believe  the  most  valued  results,  so  far 
as  cure  is  concerned,  lies  with  the  food  side  of  the  question. 

I  have  told  you  how  some  people  can  better  digest  fats  than  others. 
It  is  a  profound  equation,  but  not  a  mathematical  problem — do  you 
see?  Fats  are  not  all  alike  so  far  as  digestibility  is  concerned.  Noth- 
ing in  the  shape  of  fat  is  so  difficult  for  a  weakened  organism  to  digest 
as  hog's  fat,  and  often  the  fat  of  milk  in  the  form  of  butter,  is  almost 
as  difficult  for  the  organism  to  dispose  of ;  and  true  it  is,  many  such 
organisms  will  take  fresh  cream  with  comfort  and  satisfaction.  I 
remember  the  case  of  a  little  girl  four  years  old,  slowly  and  tediously 
recovering  from  an  attack  of  scarlet  fever  that  damaged  her  kidneys 
severely,  so  badly  that  I  doubted  her  complete  recovery.  Nearly  all 
her  food  was  either  vomited  or  passed  her  bowels.  Milk  was  an  abom- 
ination to  her,  and  the  cow  owned  by  the  family  gave  milk  especially 
obnoxious  to  her.    Her  uncle  owned  a  fine  Alderny  cow  that  gave  ex- 
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eeptknally  rich  milk,  rich  in  fat.  This  milk  agreed  with  her  admi- 
rably; she  partook  of  it  with  delight,  and  was  satisfied, — waxed 
stronger  and  stronger  day  by  day,  cheeks  getting  red 

This  child  recovered  completely ;  the  richness  of  the  milk  she  took 
was  in  its  abundant  fat,  and  poverty  of  casein.  The  other  cow's  milk 
was  the  reverse,  rich  in  casein  and  poor  in  fat. 

More  than  thirty  years  ago*  the  skim-milk  practice  was  popular  with 
some  men  in  the  treatment  of  many  chronic  diseases  and  some  acute 
disease,  and  though  it  was  marvelously  successful  in  some  cases,  it 
was  provokingly  disappointing  in  others.  What  can  be  more  natural 
than  this!  and  its  simplicity  knocked  it  out  in  the  early  part  of  the 
fight ;  but  it  had  good  staying  qualities,  if  its  backers  only  had  had 
courage  and  a  stake  or  two  in  their  heads  to  anchor  their  brain  to. 
Now  we  know  why  it  fails  in  some  cases,  and  a  remedy  that  don't  foil 
sometimes  is  a  fraud  for  fools  to  deal  with.  In  the  matter  of  skimmed 
milk,  it  has  all  proteid,  carbo-hydrates  and  salts,  and  no  fat.  This 
will  do  for  only  a  part  of  the  cases.  Some  cases  need  proteid  in  quan- 
tity, and  carbohydrate  and  salts  in  quantity,  and  abundance  of  water, 
and  these  are  the  cases  which  skimmed  milk  satisfies.  Often  there 
are  cases  that  need  plenty  of  fat  and  some  proteid.  I  have  seen  calves 
made  sick  by  feeding  them  milk  not  suited  to  their  assimilating  organs. 
The  calf  of  a  common  scrub  cow  will  die  fed  on  Jersey  milk — too 
much  fat,  and  too  little  proteid ;  and  a  Jersey  calf  will  grow  mangy 
on  the  milk  of  a  scrub  cow. 

It  is  an  experience  bought  dearly  but  so  much  the  more  prized, 
that  too  much  proteid  in  the  food  of  chronic  patients,  especially  in 
glandular  diseases,  is  baneful,  yet  how  few  know  it.  I  believe  in  pro- 
teid food,  but  it  must  be  adapted  to  the  capacity  of  the  liver  and  kid- 
neys to  dispose  of  it  No  part  of  treatment  is  of  more  vital  importance 
than  the  adaptation  of  proteid  food  to  different  cases.  I  believe  we 
had  better  go  slowly  and  learn  what  such  patients  can  stand,  than  to 
rush  on  in  ignorance.  The  damage  done  is  frequently  irreparable. 
I  am  certain  that  many  typhoid  fever  and  pneumonia  patients  are 
killed  by  the  pressing  of  too  much  proteid  food,  overworking  liver  and 
kidneys.  There  is  not  much  greater  mistake  than  pouring  down  beef 
tea  and  beef  extract  in  such  patients.  They  are  loaded  with  the  fac- 
tors of  urea,  are  intense  stimulants  to  the  nervous  system,  and  con- 
tain no  true  food  properties.  A  little  is  good  for  stimulant's  sake, 
then  cease  giving  it  a  few  hours  till  the  effect  dies  out.  They  are  very 
dangerous  articles  in  kidney  and  liver  diseases.     Stick  a  pin  here. 
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Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

CONDUCTED  BY  W.  B.  8CUDDER,  M.  D. 

POST-NASAL  CATARRH. 

This  disease  has  various  names,  but  an  understanding  that  the 
condition  is  one  of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  region  comprising  the 
poet-nasal  space,  as  well  as  the  upper  pharyngeal  space,  is  all  that  is 
needed.  The  disease  is  sometimes  called  posterior  naso-pharyngeal 
catarrh,  which  is  self  explanatory. 

This  is  the  most  common  disease  of  any  nature  in  the  United  States, 
being  prevalent  especially  through  the  region  of  the  great  lakes  and 
the  Ohio  valley. 

In  the  way  of  causation,  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases  may  be 
classed  as  climatic,  the  patient,  for  various  reasons,  having  repeated 
attacks  of  "sore  throat' ' — in  reality,  acute  pharyngitis,  particularly 
affecting  the  follicular  and  conglomerate  glands  in  this  region. 

The  particular  pathological  feature  is  the  fact  that  this  inflamma- 
tion is  prone  to  return,  as  glandular  tissue  of  this  nature,  while  easily 
taking  on  inflammation,  seldom  heals  in  perfect  resolution.  In  this 
respect  we  also  remember  tonsillar  inflammation,  and  include  it  in 
this  category.  These  repeated  acute  attacks  soon  emerge  into  a  con- 
tinuous disease,  with  the  same  symptoms  except  the  acute  inflama- 
tion.  Another  cause  which  always  produces  this  disease,  is  occlusion 
of  the  nasal  fossae.  This  may  be  from  hypertrophies,  spurs,  deflected 
septum,  or  polypi,  in  which  case  the  nasal  secretions  go  posteriorly, 
causing  inflammation  of  this  region.  Lastly,  remembering  scrofula, 
poor  food  and  bad  nutrition  as  underlying  features,  we  have  about  all 
the  causes. 

The  symptoms  are  familiar  to  all,  the  chief  being  the  continual 
"dropping"  into  the  throat,  or  such  dropping  being  forced  by  means 
of  hawking  and  spitting.  The  character  of  the  secretion  is  quite  va- 
ried, according  to  the  severity  of  the  disease,  the  dryness  of  the  throat, 
and  the  state  of  the  general  health.  In  one  case  the  mucous  is  tena- 
cious, in  others  coming  away  only  after  some  desiccation,  forming 
hard,  dry  lumps. 

This  disease  being  in  the  immediate  region  of  the  orifices  of  the 
Eustachian  tubes,  chronic  middle  ear  disease,  with  consequent  deaf- 
ness, is  quite  frequent.  A  dyspepsia,  or  fermentative  indigestion,  is 
also  a  very  common  accompaniment. 

Tbeatmemt. — I  have  taken  up  this  subject  for  two  reasons — because 
the  disease  is  very  prevalent  and  difficult  to  cure,  and  also  with  the 
hope  of  hearing  the  opinion  of  other  readers  through  the  Journal. 
The  home  treatment  is  first  cleanliness,  accomplished  by  an  alkaline 
and  antiseptic  gargle ;  when  finishing  gargling  some  air  can  be  ex- 
haled through  the  nose,  which  will  carry  the  medicine  with  it,  thus 
vol.  lvil — 41 
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thoroughly  reaching  the  diseased  area.     For  instance  we  use  one  of 
the  following : — 

R — Borax,  bicarb,  soda,  aa.  3j.»  salt  3sa,  water  Oj.    M. 
R — Borax,  chlorate  potash,  aa.  3j.,  water  Oj.    M. 
R — Borax,  salt,  sulpho  carbolate  soda,  aa.  3j.,  water  Oj,  M. 
Sig, — Gargle  three  times  daily. 
If  partial  to  astringents  you  may  follow  the  gargle  with  one  of  gly- 
cerine, Lloyd's  hydrastis,  and  water. 

Office  treatment  consists  in  cleansing  the  part  with  an  alkaline 
spray,  then  making  an  application  to  the  diseased  parts  with  the  post- 
nasal cotton  application. 

R— Nitrate  silver  60  to  80  grs.,  water  3j.     M.     Or 
R — Iodine  grs.  v.,  iodide  potas.  gr.  xij.,  glycerine  3j.     M. 
Care  being  taken  that  the  cotton  pledget  is  not  soaking  wet,  so  that 
any  of  the  medicine  gets  into  the  larynx. 

Internally,  podophyllin  has  great  influence  over  this  disease,  with 
the  usual  systemic  indications.  Sulphite  of  soda  is  most  frequently 
indicated  internally  when  we  have  the  fermentative  dyspepsia  and 
broad  coated  tongue,  with  foul  breath.  Sulphide  of  calcium  is  prob- 
ably the  best  internal  agent  to  control  the  pure  catarrhal  nature  of  the 
disease.  Should  the  patient  complain  of  severe  dryness,  a  case  ap- 
proaching "pharyngitis  sicca,"  I  would  prescribe  the  following: 
R — Nitrate  sanguinaria  gr.  j.,  simple  syrup,  water,  aa.  §j.  M. 
Sig. — Half  a  teaspoonf  ul  to  a  teaspoonf  ul  every  three  hours  This 
decomposes  rapidly  in  warm  water. 

While  many  cases  improve,  few  are  cured  of  the  "dropping,"  as 
the  conditions  which  produce  the  disease  (climate,  dust,  eta )  are  ever 
with  ua 
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Corneal  ulcers  are  of  many  kinds,  and  much  can  be  said  of  them, 
but  certain  practical  facts  are  common  to  all.  It  is  of  first  importance 
that  the  general  practitioner  should  be  able  to  immediately  recognize 
a  case  of  ulceration. 

The  white  of  the  eye  is  deep  red ;  there  is  photophobia,  lachryma- 
tion,  and,  as  a  rule,  much  neuralgia ;  unless  there  is  a  complication  of 
conjunctivitis,  there  is  no  discharge.  Upon  examination  in  a  good  light 
the  naked  eye  easily  detects  the  ulcer,  if  only  the  size  of  a  pin-head. 
Ulcers  may  be  any  shape,  in  any  part  of  the  cornea,  shallow,  deep,  or 
broad. 

There  are  two  dangers — one  is  that  the  ulcer  is  central  and  severe 
enough  that  when  healing  and  granulation  have  taken  place,  there 
remains  a  deep  corneal  opacity  (leucoma),  which  renders  sight  nil ; 
the  other  that  the  ulcer  is  deep  and  perforates,  allowing  the  escape  of 
aqueous  humor,  prolapse  of  iris,  forward  movement  of  lens,  septic  in- 
fection of  the  entire  ball,  with  subsequent  necessary  enucleation. 
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While  there  are  exceptions  to  all  rules,  it  may  be  safely  said  that 
corneal  ulceration  is  always  a  grave  disease,  and  that  it  always  attacks 
one  whose  vitality  is  at  a  low  ebb,  whose  general  health  is  not  what  it 
should  be. 

A  brief  outline  of  treatment  might  be  summarized  as  follows : — 

A  boracic  acid  wash  for  antisepsis  in  mild  cases,  replaced  by  bi- 
chloride in  severe  and  tedious  cases,  used  often. 

Calomel  insufflated  into  the  eye  twice  daily,  in  mild  superficial 
ulceration — reliance  placed  on  iodoform  in  severe  cases. 

Some  ulcers  are  checked  by  touching  them  with  strong  carbolic 
acid,  eye  under  cocaine. 

Hot  fomentations  every  two  hours  to  increase  the  sluggish  nature  of 
the  disease,  dry  heat  to  overcome  the  neuralgia,  never  cold. 

Atropine,  two  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  in  central  ulcers ;  ese- 
rine,  one  grain  to  water  one  ounce,  if  the  ulcers  are  peripheral  Use 
same  as  eye-drops  every  four  hours  while  the  case  is  bad. 

When  the  ulcer  is  deep  and  danger  of  perforation  is  imminent,  a 
compress  bandage  should  be  constantly  applied,  removed  only  when 
treatment  is  carried  on. 

Never  confound  the  leucoma  or  resulting  corneal  opacity  with  cata- 
ract, which  is  a  disease  of  the  lena 
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The  diversity  of  opinion  relative  to  the  advisability  of  irrigating 
the  ear  in  suppurative  conditions  of  the  tympanic  cavity  is  something 
worthy  of  remark  Some  very  excellent  otologists  disapprove  of  the 
practice.  With  others  it  is  the  common  practice  to  syringe  suppura- 
ting ears  with  the  solution  of  bichloride  of  mercury — 1  to  5,000 — in 
the  beginning  of  treatment,  at  least,  and  even  during  the  course  of 
treatment 

The  best  course  to  pursue  is  not  a  routine  one,  but  combines  the 
wet  and  the  dry  methods,  or  alternates  them.  Often  the  desquamated 
epidermis  and  pus  are  inspissated  and  require  the  disintegrating  ac- 
tion and  friction  of  a  warm  injection  to  remove  them  so  that  the  dis- 
eased tissues  beneath  may  be  reached  by  the  medicaments  to  be  used. 
It  may  prove  somewhat  interesting  to  detail  briefly  the  methods,  both 
wet  and  dry,  that  have  generally  afforded  the  most  satisfactory  results, 
not  only  in  my  own  practice,  but  in  the  hands  of  my  clinical  assistants, 
of  whom  there  are  nine,  and  whose  experience  is  not  inconsiderable. 
In  one  of  our  three  clinics  we  average  from  sixty-five  to  more  than 
eighty  ear-patients  daily. 

Believing  that  the  most  thorough  cleanliness  is  absolutely  essential 
to  a  cure  of  suppurating  ears,  we  begin  the  treatment  by  having  them 
syringed  with  the  sublimate  solution  as  warm  as  can  be  borne  with 
comfort,  nsing  at  least  a  quart  at  a  time  with  a  continuous  flow  syr- 
inge. The  alpha,  or  some  such  syringe  affording  good  control  over 
the  pressure  exerted,  is  given  the  preference. 
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Inflation  is  then  practiced  with  antiseptic  vapors  like  camphor- men- 
thol in  a  10  per  cent,  solution.  The  discharges  that  inflation  may  pro- 
ject into  the  meatus  are  then  removed  with  cotton. 

The  next  step  is  to  fill  the  ear  with  warmed  dioxide  of  hydrogen,  or 
peroxide  as  it  is  commonly  called  (H*0«).  I  have  seen  it  claimed  that 
warming  this  remedy  would  deprive  it  of  its  potency,  but  I  have  em- 
ployed it  in  this  manner  for  years  without  observing  such  a  result.  In 
a  private  letter  from  so  eminent  an  authority  as  Charles  Marchand, 
he  says : 

/"I  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  J.  F.  Burkholder  a  few  days  ago,  in 
which  he  says  that  you  had  an  argument  with  some  doctors  who 
claimed  that  when  hvdrozone  is  heated  at  a  temperature  of  101  to  110 
degrees  F.  it  loses  its  strength.  This  is  perfectly  absurd.  When 
hydrozone  is  heated  at  that  temperature  in  a  glass  container  it  does 
not  lose  any  of  its  strength,  and  that  is  the  proper  way  to  use  it  in  case 
of  mastoid  abscess  and  suppurative  conditions  of  the  middle  ear." 

The  dioxide  is  left  in  the  ear  as  long  as  effervescence  continues. 
This  decomposes  pus,  liberates  oxygen,  destroys  bacteria,  and  effect- 
ually cleanses  the  cavity.  Finally,  the  ear  is  thoroughly  dried  out 
with  absorbent  cotton  on  the  holder  and  dusted  with  aristol  by  means 
of  the  small  powder  blower.  The  drying  effect  of  boracic  acid  is  often 
added  to  the  aristol  when  the  discharge  does  not  diminish  rapidly. 

After  a  few  treatments  the  dry  method  is  resorted  to,  if  the  ear  can 
be  effectually  cleansed  without  irrigation.  In  occasional  cases  the 
discharge  ceases  after  one  or  two  such  treatments,  and  the  instances 
are  not  few  in  which  a  week  or  two  of  this  method  suffices  to  effect  a 
cure.  Of  course,  these  are  not  complicated  with  the  presence  of  gran- 
ulations, caries  or  necrosis  of  the  bone. — Seth  Scott  Bishop,  M.  D.y 
in  Louisville  Medical  Monthly. 


NOSE-BLEED. 

Lermoyes  advises,  in  slight  cases  of  nosebleed,  compressing  the 
nose  between  the  thumb  and  forefinger  for  ten  minutes ;  if  that  be 
insufficient  then  apply  locally  a  tampon  moistened  with  a  ten  per  cent 
solution  of  antipyrin,  which  is  an  excellent  hemostatic  and  much  su- 
perior to  cocaine  1.5,  which  latter  not  only  has  the  disadvantage  of 
being  toxic,  but  also  of  being  possibly  followed  by  further  hemor- 
rhage after  the  vasoconstrictor  action  has  passed  away.  It  is  also  to 
be  preferred  to  solutions  of  iron  chloride,  which  are  strong  irritants 
and  may  give  rise  to  gangrenous  ulcers.  In  more  severe  cases  a  canal 
speculum  is  introduced,  and  the  anterior  portion  of  the  nose  tamp- 
poned  with  fine  strips  of  iodoform  gauze  four  inches  in  length  and  one 
in  breadth.  These  are  introduced  with  fine  forceps.  As  the  hemor- 
rhages nearly  always  arise  from  the  anterior  portion  of  the  nasal  cavity 
there  is  no  necessity  of  tamponing  far  back  Tamponade  of  the  pos- 
terior nares  is  not  only  entirely  unnecessary,  but  often  brutally  dan- 
gerous.— Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 
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PERISCOPE. 


RE5T  AND  COMMON  SENSE  IN  OYNECOLOGICAL  PRACTICE. 

There  are  two  classes  of  practitioners  who  claim  to  relieve  suffer- 
ing women  of  the  ills  their  sex  alone  can  experience — those  of  one  are 
very  free  with  the  knife,  and  are  ever  ready  to  condemn  the  other  for 
incompetence,  ignorance,  and  pretension.  They  justly  claim  that 
many  women  must  suffer  all  their  lives,  and  even  live  shortened  lives, 
for  lack  of  operative  relief.  On  the  other  hand  are  those  who  do  not 
operate  at  all,  and  accuse  the  operators  of  unnecessary  surgery,  very 
justly  pointing  to  numerous  instances  of  needless  operations,  entail- 
ing useless  expense,  increased  and  continued  suffering,  and  even 
death,  or  these  combined.  A  third  class  may  be  added  with  propri- 
ety, composed  of  those  who  have  the  ability  and  do  operate  whenever 
the  needs  of  the  patient  seem  to  require  it,  and  who  yet  have  the  cour- 
age to  refrain  from  surgical  interference  if  the  patient's  interests  seem 
otherwise  best  subserved.  These  are  the  practitioners  of  good  judg- 
ment, of  common  sense,  and  of  uncommon  honesty.  They  belong  to 
the  highest  type  of  the  profession,  and  are  worthy  of  emulation.  These 
are  the  most  successful  men ;  they  have  heads,  good  heads,  and  they 
use  them. 

The  following  are  a  few  precepts  well  to  bear  in  mind :  The  relative 
character  of  the  pelvis  and  its  contents  should  ever  be  remembered ; 
the  hard,  unyielding,  bony  walls,  reinforced  by  firm,  inelastic  liga- 
ments, and  padded  with  soft  muscles,  having  its  elastic,  musculo- 
tegumentous  floor,  and  containing  the  uterus  and  its  adnexa,  with  the 
bowel  behind  and  the  bladder  in  front,  the  latter  two  hollow  and  elas- 
tic, and  of  varying  size,  the  uterus  firm,  but  perched  upon  a  collapsed 
tube  (the  vagina),  and  connected  with  the  two  firm  ovaries.  Upon 
these  rest  the  soft  coils  of  the  ileum.  The  walls  do  not  yield,  the  floor 
only  moderately,  and  never  as  readily  to  sudden  pressure  as  when 
this  is  applied  gradually,  unless  it  be  considerable. 

The  pelvic  contents  are  characterized  by  great  mobility,  in  the  fol- 
lowing order:  ovaries,  tubes,  uterus,  rectum,  bladder,  vagina.  The 
ovaries  and  tubes  are  freely  movable  in  all  directions.  The  rectum 
expands  and  contracts,  and  is  capable  of  lateral  inclination  or  rotation. 
The  bladder  hugs  the  pubic  bones  by  its  anterior  surface,  but  readily 
expands  up  and  back.  The  vagina  is  capable  of  great  distension  upon 
occasion,  as  is  exemplified  in  the  passage  of  the  babe,  and  of  elonga- 
tion, as  occurs  in  coitus  and  in  some  operative  procedures. 

The  therapeutic  value  of  rest  is  so  great  that  it  can  hardly  be  ex- 
aggerated, and  is  seldom  fully  appreciated.  The  very  mobility  of  the 
pelvic  contents  insures  them  against  injury  that  would  otherwise 
result,  for  they  are  thereby  enabled  to  recede  before  varying  degrees 
of  force,  such  as  the  descent  of  fecal  matter  or  the  distending  bladder. 
But  when  these  parts  are  congested  or  inflamed,  or  when  there  exists 
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about  them  any  inflammatory  exudate,  or  any  other  unusual  accumu- 
lation, they  are  less  mobile,  more  sensitive  to  pain,  and  they  are  most 
comfortable  when  perfectly  quiescent.  The  maintenance  of  the  erect 
position,  particularly  during  locomotion,  requires  alternating  contrac- 
tions of  the  different  abdominal  muscles  to  insure  the  equilibrium  of 
the  body.  These  contractions  continually  change  the  intra-abdomi- 
nal (and  hence  intra  pelvic)  pressure,  thus  causing  more  or  less  mass 
kneading,  or  massage,  of  the  pelvic  contents.  Under  conditions  of 
local  irritation  and  congestion,  this  is  not  beneficial ;  it  aggravates 
existing  conditions.  However  desirable  massage  may  be,  it  must 
always  be  judiciously  applied ;  evenly  and  correctly  where  it  is  re- 
quired, and  in  varying  degree  as  may  be  needed.  But  the  automatic 
massage  incidental  to  the  contractions  of  the  abdominal  muscles  is 
indiscriminate  both  as  to  the  parts  affected  and  its  duration.  It  is, 
therefore,  bad  under  the  circumstances  indicated.  It  can  only  be 
avoided  by  rest  in  bed,  with  as  little  turning  as  possible,  particular 
care  being  exercised  to  avoid  tension  of  the  belly  wall.  Plain,  simple 
rest  in  bed,  with  these  precautions,  absolutely  and  permanently  cure 
many  an  ailment  otherwise  incurable,  even  by  operation.  But  few 
patients  can  be  induced  to  submit  to  the  treatment 

Next  to  rest,  the  gynaecologist  has  no  better  ally  than  heat  applied 
locally,  either  externally  by  means  of  the  poultice,  spongio  pilin,  or 
other  moist  appliances,  or  in  dry  form  with  the  coil  of  circulating  hot 
water,  the  hot  salt  or  sand  bag,  or  hot  water  bags  or  bottles.  Or  it 
may  be  applied  per  vaginam  as  a  douche,  or  in  dry  form,  if  desired, 
with  the  hot  water  coiL  The  soothing  effect  of  warm  water  douches 
is  sometimes  remarkable.  They  stimulate  the  local  circulation  and 
promote  absorption  of  inflammatory  exudates.  They  relieve  many 
pains,  notably  those  due  to  uterine  tenesmus. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  commonest  causes  of  wrong  treatment  in  this 
class  of  cases  is  the  confounding  of  cause  and  effect  Very  many 
treat  a  leucorrhoea  with  astringent  vaginal  applications  (with  douche 
or  tablet)  without  an  attempt  to  learn  the  origin  of  the  ailment  Whe- 
ther the  cause  be  a-  simple  vaginitis,  or  a  simple  endometritis,  or  a 
catarrhal  state  secondary  to  flexion  or  other  mal  position,  the  treatment 
always  remains  the  same.  A  secondary  leucorrhoea  is  best  treated  by 
the  removal  of  its  cause.  If  this  be  a  flexion,  it  should  be  remedied, 
after  which  the  other  symptoms  will  in  all  probability  disappear.  If 
due  to  general  vascular  turgescence,  there  is  no  more  convenient  and 
certain  remedy  in  most  instances  than  local  depletion,  and  this  is  best 
accomplished  by  certain  glycerine  suppositories  or  medical  tablets, 
that  are  passed  into  the  vagina,  where  they  cause  a  serous  exudate 
from  the  overloaded  vessels,  and  eventually  a  cure. 

The  possibility  of  rectal  disease  simulating  other  intra-pel  vie  trouble 
should  never  be  overlooked.  When  in  doubt,  always  examine  the 
rectum,  is  a  good  practical  rule.  This  commonly  neglected  organ  has 
more  suffering  to  its  credit  than  is  usually  imagined.     It  bears  close 
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watching,  and  the  practitioner  who  does  not  neglect  it  will  every  now 
and  then  succeed  after  others  have  failed-  When  sacral  ache  is  not 
due  to  post-pelvic  affections,  it  is  generally  due  to  either  uterine  or 
rectal  disease. 

Time  is  a  very  essential  factor  in  the  cure  of  pelvic  disease.  Many 
cures  can  not  be  hastened,  and  to  attempt  it  secures  longer,  if  not  also 
increased  suffering.  The  practitioner  of  sound  judgment  knows  when 
it  is  useless  to  attempt  the  hastening  of  recovery.  He  aids  the  vis 
medicatrix  naturae  whichever  way  he  can,  knowing  this  to  be  the  best 
Of  all  errors  that  one  is  perhaps  the  worst  in  which  the  physician 
makes  frequent  local  applications  two  or  three  times  weekly.  Of  course 
this  practice  is  sometimes  necessary,  but  as  a  routine  procedure  it  is 
bad.  Local  treatment,  here  as  elsewhere,  must  either  be  continuous 
or  repeated  very  often ;  and  there  is  probably  no  better  form  of  local 
treatment  than  the  douche  or  the  vaginal  tablet  or  repository.  This 
also  has  the  additional  advantage  of  being  less  expensive  to  the  pa- 
tient because  less  remunerative,  financially,  to  the  physician.  But 
we  advise  patients  when  they  consult  us,  in  their  interest,  not  in  ours. 
Their  benefit  is  direct ;  ours  should  ever  be  only  incidental. — Pacific 
Record. 

QUEER  THINGS  ABOUT  MANKIND. 

Few  people  are  aware  of  the  wonderful  engineering  skill  and  inge- 
nuity with  which  their  bodies  are  constructed.  If  patents  were  taken 
out  for  all  the  clever  contrivances  to  be  found  there,  they  would  prob- 
ably keep  the  staff  of  the  Patent  Office  going  for  three  months. 

Who  would  think  that  in  his  eye  there  is  a  block  and  pulley,  or 
"tackle"  as  the  sailor  calls  it,  as  complete  and  efficient  as  that  with 
which  a  ship  hoists  her  mainsail?  There  it  is,  however;  and  when- 
ever you  look  at  the  tip  of  your  nose  the  muscle  that  moves  your  eye- 
ball works  in  it     There  are  several  of  these  pulleys  in  the  body. 

Another  clever  dodge  in  nature  is  shown  in  the  bones  of  the  face. 
Accomplished  engineer  that  she  is,  she  always  uses  the  smallest  quan- 
tity of  material  sufficient  for  strength.  In  making  the  bones  of  the 
face,  she  wanted  a  large  surface  to  which  to  attach  the  muscles ;  but, 
as  she  didn't  wish  to  encumber  us  with  heads  as  heavy  as  an  ele- 
phant's, she  burrowed  hundreds  of  little  holes  in  the  bones,  called  air 
cells,  and  thus  secured  strength,  large  surface  and  lightness. 

In  the  same  way  she  made  the  long  bones  of  the  legs  and  arms  hol- 
low in  the  middla  What  a  saving  this  is  may  be  understood  from 
the  fact  that  a  hollow  shaft  of  bone  or  iron — or  any  other  substance — 
is  about  twice  as  strong  as  a  solid  shaft  containing  the  same  quantity 
of  material. 

When  you  get  a  severe  cold  you  are  apprised  of  the  presence  of 
another  cunning  device — the  Eustachian  tube.  This  tube  is  two 
inches  long,  and  passes  from  the  inside  of  the  ear  to  the  back  of  the 
mouth.     It  was  put  there  to  keep  the  air  at  the  same  pressure  inside 
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the  drum  as  outside.  Otherwise  there  would  be  no  vibration  of  the 
drum,  and  you  would  be  almost  stone  deaf.  When  jou  get  a  bad 
cold  this  tube  sometimes  becomes  inflamed  and  blocked,  and  you  are 
made  quite  deaf. 

Adam's  apple,  if  it  was  that  fruit  that  brought  into  the  world  all 
our  woe,  is  now  a  useful  organ.  It  serves  as  a  sort  of  storage  cistern 
of  the  blood  for  the  supply  of  the  brain.  When  the  heart  sends  up  too 
much  blood,  Adam's  apple  intercepts  it,  or  part  of  it ;  and  when  the 
direct  supply  from  the  heart  temporarily  runs  short,  Adam's  apple 
gives  up  its  store. 

The  liver  is  a  most  wonderful  organ,  containing  facilities  of  several 
kinds.  But  perhaps  the  most  wonderful  thing  in  it  is  that  part  set 
aside  to  look  out  for  and  arrest  poisons. 

All  the  food  that  you  eat,  except  the  fat,  has  to  pass  through  the 
liver  before  going  to  the  heart  and  body  generally ;  and  in  the  liver 
there  appears  to  be  stationed  something  in  the  nature  of  customs 
officers,  who  examine  every  bit  of  food  and  remove  from  it  all  sub- 
stances dangerous  to  the  body.  But  they  are  only  capable  of  dealing 
with  the  small  quantities  in  ordinary  food,  and  when  you  are  so  fool- 
ish as  to  eat  poisonous  mushrooms  or  mussels  they  are  quiet  over- 
powered 

Another  protection  from  danger  is  afforded  you  by  the  supply  of  a 
small  quantity  of  hydrochloric  acid  to  the  stomach.  There  are  the 
little  machines  in  the  stomach  specially  designed  for  the  manufacture 
of  this  acid  from  the  salt  you  eat,  and  they  are  so  regulated  that  they 
produce  a  quantity  equal  to  one-fifth  of  one  per  cent  of  the  contents 
of  the  stomach.  Experiment  shows  that  this  is  exactly  the  percent- 
age required  to  destroy  the  microbes  that  we  swallow  in  thousands  in 
our  food.  But  for  this  thoughtful  provision  of  nature  we  would  prob- 
ably get  a  new  disease  with  every  meal 

Most  people  know  the  use  of  the  epiglottis,  which  saves  us  from 
imminent  death  every  time  we  swallow  a  bit  of  food.  At  the  back  of 
the  mouth  the  air  passage  and  the  food  passage  cross  each  other ;  and, 
whenever  we  swallow  food,  it  would  inevitably  go  into  the  windpipe 
and  choke  us,  only  that  this  little  body  pops  down  and  covers  the  en- 
trance. It  is  like  the  policeman  who  regulates  the  traffic  where  streets 
cross. 

The  semicircular  canals,  for  centuries  a  physiological  puzzle,  are  an 
extraordinary  device  for  enabling  us  to  keep  our  balance.  They  are 
little  channels,  hollowed  out,  in  connection  with  the  ear,  in  the  bones 
of  the  head,  and  partly  filled  with  fluid  lymph.  As  our  head  or  body 
sways,  the  fluid  moves,  acting  like  a  spirit  level,  and  informing  the 
brain  whether  we  are  standing  on  the  perpendicular  or  at  a  dangerous 
angle. 

One  of  the  most  valuable  of  all  the  inventions  made  for  our  comfort 
and  safety  is  the  perspirative  gland.  It  acts  like  the  safety  valve  of  a 
boiler,  letting  off  heat  when  we  are  becoming  dangerously  warm.     If 
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our  temperature  rose  seven  or  eight  degrees,  we  would  not  have  twenty- 
four  hours  to  live.  The  value  of  the  sweat-gland  is  therefore  obvious. 
In  fact,  without  it,  a  football  or  cricket  or  rowing  match  would  be  out 
of  the  question,  and  we  could  not  safely  walk  at  a  speed  of  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  an  hour.  Nature  has  taken  good  care,  however, 
that  we  should  not  run  short  of  these  useful  organs,  and  has  given  us 
no  less  than  2,500,000  of  them. 

So  inventive  was  Nature  when  constructing  our  body  that  the  diffi- 
culty is  to  stop  enumerating  her  clever  ideas.  She  saw  that  we  would 
very  soon  grow  tired  if  we  had  to  hold  up  two  heavy  legs  by  means  of 
muscular  effort,  so  she  made  the  hip  joint  airtight,  and  the  pressure 
of  the  air  alone  keeps  the  leg  in  its  place. 

At  the  same  time,  although  she  has  not  discovered  ball  bearings, 
she  made  the  ball  of  the  leg  bone  and  the  socket  of  the  hip  so  smooth, 
and  oiled  the  joint  so  well,  that  the  friction  is  practically  nothing. 

When  the  spinal  canal  in  the  backbone  was  made,  great  pains  had 
to  be  taken,  for,  while  it  consists  of  many  pieces  and  is  freely  mov- 
able, it  contains  the  precious  spinal  cord,  one  nip  of  which  would  be 
fatal.  The  measurements  are  so  accurate  that  there  is  no  danger  of 
such  an  event.  Wherever  there  is  much  and  free  motion,  as  in  the 
neck,  the  canal  is  large  and  open,  and  a  nip  is  impossible. 

Again,  the  heart  and  lungs  are,  of  course,  the  very  basis  of  our  life. 
They  are  in  constant  motion,  and  if  allowed  to  rub  against  the  chest 
walls  around  them  they  would  either  get  inflamed  or  wear  away  by 
friction.  Nature,  has,  therefore,  surrounded  them  with  a  double  sac, 
and  between  the  outer  and  inner  layers  of  it  she  has  placed  a  quantity 
of  lubricating  fluid. 

But  the  most  remarkable  of  all  devices  is  that  for  splicing  bones. 
The  moment  a  bone  is  broken,  a  surgical  genius  is  at  once  dispatched 
from  the  brain  to  the  spot  He  proceeds  to  surround  the  broken  ends 
with  a  ferule  of  cartilage.  This  is  large  and  strong,  and  takes  quite 
a  month  to  complete.  When  the  two  ends  are  held  firmly  and  im- 
movably in  place  by  the  ferule,  this  mysterious  surgeon  begins  to 
place  a  layer  of  bone  between  them  and  solder  them  together. 

And  when  the  layer  is  complete  and  the  bone  securely  welded  he 
removes  the  ferule,  or  callus,  just  ae  the  scaffolding  is  removed  from 
a  finished  building.  Often  a  bone  does  not  get  broken  for  two  or 
three  generations,  and  yet  this  power  to  form  the  callus,  and  know- 
ledge of  how  to  do  it,  is  never  lost. — From  Answers,  in  Scientific 
American. 

m 

NERVOUSNESS. 

Those  who  suffer  from  nervousness,  and  all  persons  do  so  more  or 
less,  know  but  too  well  the  misery  entailed  upon  those  whose  nerves 
have  been  shattered,  either  from  overwork,  anxiety,  care,  trouble,  or 
a  thousand-and-one  other  causes.  Nervousness  is  sometimes  consti- 
tutional, many  are  born  nervous.     The  possession  of  a  system  of 
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nerve  tissue  is  one  chief  distinction  between  the  animal  and  the  plant ; 
the  latter  exhibits  no  trace  of  it,  and  even  in  some  of  the  lowest  tribes 
of  animal  life,  which  are  scarcely  distinguishable  from  vegetables,  it 
has  hitherto  been  undetected. 

Where  a  nervous  system  does  exist,  it  is  always  found  to  be  com- 
posed of  two  parts,  one  which  is  white  and  opaque  in  appearance,  and 
when  examined  under  the  microscope,  presents  a  tubular  or  fibrous 
structure ;  the  other  is  of  a  reddish-grey  color,  and  semi  transparent, 
and  consists  of  cells,  or  vesicles,  filled  with  granular  matter.  The 
presence  of  these  two  forms  of  nervous  substance  seems  essential  to 
the  working,  so  to  speak,  of  the  apparatua  In  the  larger  nervous 
masses,  such  as  the  brain,  tbe  distinction  is  very  palpable,  and  may 
be  verified  by  anyone  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  brain 
of  a  sheep.  The  opaque  white  nerve  matter  forms  the  larger  propor- 
tion of  the  brain,  spinal  marrow,  and  nerves ;  the  grey  is  more  spar- 
ingly distributed  and  is  evidently  the  apparatus  in  which  the  nerve 
force  is  generated,  the  tubular  substance  acting  the  part  of  conductor. 

This  is  more  apparent  when  the  latter  is  thrown  into  the  form  of  the 
nerves,  or  cords  of  nervous  matter,  which  are  distributed  throughout 
the  body.  These  nerves,  at  their  origin,  are  connected  with  the  grey 
substance,  with  the  vesicles  of  which  their  fibres  are  intermingled. 
Where  this  intermingling  takes  place,  an  enlargement,  or,  as  it  is 
named,  a  "ganglion"  is  formed. 

In  the  lower  tribes  of  animals  in  which  the  nervous  system  is  simple 
in  a  degree  corresponding  with  the  simplicity  of  their  structure,  these 
"ganglia"  resembling  knots  upon  the  nerves,  are  all  they  possess  in 
lieu  of  a  brain ;  but  as  the  scale  is  ascended  towards  man,  we  find  the 
nervous  system  become  much  more  highly  developed,  and  the  nerve 
substance  collected  or  aggregated  into  masses,  which  are  carefully 
protected  from  all  external  injury,  and  from  which  the  nervous  cords, 
or  conductors,  or,  as  they  are  usually  called,  *  'nerves,"  proceed  to  all 
parts  of  the  body,  each  being  enclosed  within  its  own  proper  sheath, 
and  dividing  and  sub-dividing,  to  be  distributed  to  every  portion  of 
the  frame,  although  to  some,  such  as  the  ends  of  the  fingers,  lips,  etc, 
their  branches  are  more  liberally  allotted  than  to  others.  The  various 
affections  and  structural  lesions  of  nerves  have  been  insufficiently 
investigated,  and  the  existing  state  of  knowledge  respecting  them  is 
without  precision,  even  as  respects  those  which  are  the  most  frequently 
observed. 

Sciatica  is  a  proof  of  this  want  of  precise  knowledge,  for  information 
is  still  required  as  to  the  state  of  the  nerve  in  this  affection.  Cotugno, 
one  of  the  earliest  investigators  of  this  complaint,  imputed  it  to  inflam- 
mation. This  opinion  was  considered  incorrect  by  later  writers,  and 
now  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  certain  states  of  sciatica  naturally 
proceed  from  inflammation  of  the  sciatic  nerve.  In  cases  of  morbid 
sensibility  also  of  other  nerves  it  has  not  been  shown  whether  the 
affection  be  functional  merely,  or  whether  it  be  really  inflammatory, 
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or  dependent  upon  alteration  of  structure.  And  it  is  often  difficult  to 
determine  how  far  the  trunk  of  the  nerve  is  implicated,  or  whether  or 
not  the  affection  proceeds  entirely  from  disease  at  the  origin  of  the 
nerve  in  which  it  is  manifested.  These  remarks  apply  also  to  im- 
paired or  abolished  function  and  sensibility  of  nerves.  The  real  mis- 
chief may  be  seated  at  or  near  their  origins,  in  their  trunks  or  in  parts 
closely  connected  with  either ;  and  the  same  species  of  lesion,  which 
in  either  situation  may  induce  exaltation  of  sensibility  or  spasm,  or 
convulsive  actions  of  the  muscles  supplied  by  them,  may  in  a  higher 
grade  produce  loss  of  sensation,  and  in  a  still  higher  grade  occasion 
loss  of  motion,  or  loss  of  either,  or  of  both  functions,  according  to  the 
nature  and  precise  seat  of  lesion.  Since  the  researches  of  Sir  C.  Bell 
have  appeared  some  light  has  been  thrown  upon  this  department  of 
pathology ;  still  the  light  has  been  sufficient  only  to  render  our  dark- 
ness more  visible. — The  Pacific  Record  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 


SURQICAL  HINTS. 

Never  operate  for  varicocele  on  both  sides  at  one  sitting.  The 
accident  of  atrophy  of  both  testes  has  been  known  to  follow. 

The  exploring  needle  may  be  more  dangerous  than  the  knife.  It  is 
wisest  not  to  make  a  puncture  where  pus  is  expected,  until  you  are 
prepared  to  lay  open  the  cavity. 

An  ointment  composed  of  ten  per  cent  balsam  of  Peru  in  vaseline, 
to  which  enough  cocaine  hydrochlorate  to  make  four  per  cent,  has 
been  added,  makes  an  excellent  and  most  soothing  dressing  for  pain- 
ful granulating  wounds. 

Malaria  may  cause  chill  and  fever  after  surgical  operations,  but  it 
should  be  the  very  last  complication  to  be  considered.  If  these  symp- 
toms are  met  with  after  traumatism  of  any  kind,  look  well  and  persis- 
tently for  signs  of  wound  infection  both  local  and  general. 

In  using  the  trocar  and  canula,  it  is  well  not  to  puncture  directly 
through  the  skin.  Infection  may  be  carried  in  by  the  instrument 
from  the  skin  even  when  you  think  you  have  thoroughly  sterilized  this 
tissue.  The  danger  may  be  overcome  by  making  a  minute  incision 
through  the  skin,  and  puncturing  through  this  opening. 

A  simple  fistula  in  ano  with  a  straight  course,  and  no  branching  or 
tributary  tracts,  may  be  quickly  cured  by  completely  excising  the  dis- 
eased tissue  and  obliterating  the  entire  wound  cavity  by  means  of  cat- 
gut sutures.  No  sutures,  however,  should  pierce  the  mucous  mem- 
brane. The  same  operation  may  be  performed  in  the  more  compli- 
cated fistulra,  but  the  chances  of  primary  union  are  correspondingly 
less. 

In  the  treatment  of  fractures  of  the  leg  the  fracture  box  is  an  appa- 
ratus which  causes  great  pain  and  discomfort.  The  patient  is  unable 
to  move  without  grinding  the  proximal  fragment  against  the  distal 
one,  so  must,  perforce,  remain  in  one  position.     It  is  far  better  to  use 
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a  splint  which  will  allow  the  fractured  member  to  be  moved  as  a 
whole.  An  ordinary  wooden  splint,  properly  padded,  will  answer  the 
purpose,  though  plaster  of  Paris  is  the  most  satisfactory  material 
which  we  have.  When  plaster  is  used  in  a  case  of  recent  fracture, 
great  care  must  be  taken  to  put  in  enough  padding,  and  even  then  if 
much  swelling  is  feared,  it  is  well  to  cut  the  splint  through  to  the 
padding  as  soon  as  the  plaster  has  set.  The  dressing  may  later  be 
tightened  by  a  few  turns  of  roller  bandage. 

A  polypus  or  other  growth  in  the  urethra  will  often  cause  the  symp- 
toms of  stricture,  even  to  the  hitch  on  examination  with  the  bulbous 
instruments.  The  endoscope  will  at  once  clear  up  the  diagnosis. — 
Internal.  Jour.  Surgery. 


ACTION  OF  X-RAYS  ON  THE  BODY. 

In  alluding  to  the  physiological  action  of  the  Roentgen  rays,  con- 
cerning which  evidence  multiplies  rapidly,  The  Hospital  says : 

It  is  becoming  increasingly  evident  that  the  Roentgen  rays  in  tra- 
versing the  tissues  do  something  more  than  pass  idly  through.  In 
our  present  ignorance  as  to  the  exact  nature  of  this  form  of  ''radiation" 
we  must  refrain  from  any  speculation  as  to  what  happens  to  the  rays 
in  their  course,  but  it  seems  clear  that  in  their  passage  they  do  exer- 
cise a  selective  and  sometimes  a  more  or  less  destructive  influence  on 
certain  tissues. 

After  quoting  several  cases  of  injury  to  the  deeper  tissues  or  the 
bones,  by  use  of  the  rays,  the  writer  goes  on  to  say  :  "Whether  such 
action  can  be  utilized  as  a  therapeutic  agent  is  a  deeply  interesting 
question.  Several  experiments  have  been  made  with  the  object  of 
ascertaining  whether  the  rays  could  be  made  to  influence  tuberculosis, 
but  the  recent  reports  to  the  Academic  de  Medicine  in  Paris  are  not 
such  as  to  give  much  encouragement  to  the  idea. 

"The  matter,  however,  is  full  of  interest  in  other  directions  besides 
crude  attempts  to  kill  bacilli.  The  relation  of  the  "X"  or  other 
analogous  "rays"  to  sunlight  is  a  matter  of  extreme  importance.  It 
has,  perhaps,  been  too  hastily  assumed  that  clothed  mankind  is  indif- 
ferent to  sunlight,  and  that  where  he  has  seemed  to  benefit  by  a  'sun- 
bath'  the  benefit  has  been  the  result  of  the  bactericidal  action  of  the 
actinic  rays,  or  the  production  of  ozone  or  some  other  more  or  less 
hypothetical  attribute  of  sunshine.  It  must  be  remembered  that  we 
only  know  of  the  X-rays  because  their  chemical  action  on  certain  sub- 
stances and  their  fluorescent  effect  on  others  have  been  discovered. 
We  have,  however,  but  little  reason  to  believe  that  the  X-rays  are  one 
and  indivisible,  and,  in  fact,  the  difficulty  of  inducing  the  same  tube 
to  give  always  the  same  results,  points  strongly  to  the  fact  that  they 
are  many  and  various,  and  that  little  as  we  know  about  the  X-rays, 
there  is  a  whole  alphabet  of  other  so-called  rays  about  which  we  know 
absolutely  nothing. 
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4 'Who  is  to  say,  then,  that  along  with  the  manifest  forms  of  energy, 
heat,  light  and  actinism,  which  we  know  to  be  at  upon  this  earth  in  the 
form  of  sunshine,  other  forms  of  energy  do  not  exist  of  whose  pres- 
ence we,  so  far,  see  no  sign ;  perhaps  riding  along  with  the  undula- 
tions which  we  know  of,  perhaps  only  developed  at  the  moment  of 
impact,  when  the  undulations  become  manifest  by  their  influence  on 
material  substances,  but  in  either  case  possessing  powers  of  penetra- 
tion and  activity  analogous  with  those  rays  or  radiations  which,  for 
want  of  more  complete  knowledge,  we  still  designate  by  the  symbol 
4X. '  These  are  matters  in  regard  to  which  ignorance  at  present  pre- 
vails. Quien  sabe!  Sometime  perhaps  we  shall  understand  why 
plums  ripen  through  to  the  middle,  and  why  the  sunshine  does  us 
good. — Literary  Digest.  [w.  n.  m.] 


CRYING  AS  A  SAFETY  VALVE. 

The  popular  idea  that  a  "good  cry"  gives  at  times  salutary  relief 
has  a  good  scientific  foundation  we  are  told  by  The  Hospital.  The 
writer  of  a  brief  note  on  the  subject  in  that  journal  (August)  says : 

4 'Crying  is  so  commonly  associated  with  distress  that  man's  natu- 
ral instinct  is  to  put  a  stop  to  it  as  soon  as  possible.  We  should  not 
forget,  however,  that  it  has  its  uses.  Dr.  Henry  Campbell  has  re- 
cently shown  how  complex  are  the  phenomena  involved  in  a  'good 
cry. '  This  does  not  consist  merely  in  the  shedding  of  tears,  but  in- 
cludes so  general  and  widespread  an  action  of  the  muscles  that  the 
whole  body  may  be  convulsed.  In  children  also  a  great  change  takes 
place  during  crying  in  the  manner  in  which  the  respiration  is  carried 
on.  Expirations  are  prolonged  sometimes  for  as  much  as  half  a  min 
ute,  and  are  interrupted  by  short  inspirations.  During  expiration  the 
glottis  is  contracted  so  that  the  intra-pulmonary  pressure  rises  con- 
siderably, and  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  it  is  the  equal  distri- 
bution of  this  increased  air  pressure  throughout  the  whole  of  the  chest, 
leading  to  the  dilatation  of  portions  of  the  lungs  that  have  become 
more  or  less  collapsed,  that  is  the  explanation  of  the  great  benefit 
which  often  results  from  crying  in  cases  of  infantile  bronchitis  and  of 
the  large  discharge  of  bronchial  mucus  which  so  often  follows.  Chil- 
dren may  become  very  blue  during  the  paroxysm,  but  the  deep  res- 
pirations which  succeed  quickly  restore  the  circulation  to  a  better 
condition  than  before  in  consequence  of  the  larger  lung  space  ren- 
dered available. 

"In  women  the  beneficial  effect  of  a  good  cry  is  proverbial.  In 
them  also  this  is  partly  due  to  the  increased  depth  of  respiration  and 
the  improvement  in  the  often  languid  circulation  thereby  induced, 
but  to  a  large  extent  it  is  the  result  of  the  muscular  exercise  involved, 
by  which  the  general  vascular  tension,  and  especially  the  blood  pres- 
sure in  the  brain,  are  much  reduced.  The  profuse  flow  of  tears  no 
doubt  also  acts  strongly  on  the  cerebral  circulation  in  still  further  re- 
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during  tension.  The  sobbing  movements,  again,  have  a  good  influ- 
ence upon  the  venous  circulation  in  the  abdominal  and  pelvic  viscera, 
while  the  exhaustion  produced  tends  to  produce  sleep,  and  thus  to 
give  the  nervous  system  its  best  chance  of  recuperation.  We  should 
not,  then,  too  hastily  intervene  to  stop  a  woman  from  having  out  her 
cry.  If  we  can  remove  her  trouble  by  all  means  let  us  do  so,  but  if 
the  trouble  is  to  remain  let  her  cry  herself  to  sleep.  This  is  far  bet- 
ter than  soothing  draughts. " — Literary  Digest.  [w.  n.  m.] 


Eucalyptus  Globulus  in  Strychnine  Poisoning. 

Dr.  Monf rida  Musmecin  has  found  that  a  decoction  of  the  leaves 
of  eucalyptus  globulus  and  a  solution  of  a  salt  of  strychnine  formed  a 
flocculent  precipitate  of  a  clear  color,  a  solution  of  citron-yellow  tint 
remaining  above,  and  the  strychnine  losing  its  bitter  taste.  This  raised 
the  question  as  to  whether  eucalyptus  was  an  antidote  for  strychnina 
The  author  carried  out  a  number  of  experiments  upon  animals  to 
ascertain  what  effects  would  be  produced  by  giving  these  two  drugs 
together,  and  what  antidotal  power  eucalyptus  would  exert  after  the 
development  of  the  symptoms  of  strychnine  poisoning.  He  found  that 
when  these  drugs  were  given  simultaneously  the  animal  survived, 
while  if  the  same  amount  of  strychnine  were  given  alone  to  an  animal 
of  the  same  kind  and  size,  death  would  ensua 

In  another  set  of  experiments  the  eucalyptus  was  given  after  con- 
vulsions had  appeared,  and  then  these  became  much  less  marked, 
and  even  disappeared.  From  these  experiments  the  writer  believes 
that  eucalyptus  has  a  real  antidotal  action,  and  that  a  practical  appli- 
cation of  it  should  be  made  by  employing  a  decoction  for  washing  out 
the  stomach  in  such  cases. — Brit  Med.  Jour. 


SELF-CONTROL  VS.  NERVES. 

Nerves  are  convenient  pack-horses  on  which  we  lay  the  blame  of 
morbid  tempers,  irritability  and  other  unfortunate  conditions,  without 
remembering  that  nerves  are  to  be  kept  in  order  by  good  sense  and  a 
firm  will  Healthy  nerves  contribute  only  to  the  pleasure  and  happi- 
ness of  life,  and  never  assert  themselves  except  agreeably.  The  dis- 
eased nerve  sends  its  quivering  lance-thrust  of  pain  to  the  remotest 
corners  of  our  being,  and  pain  is  therefore  always  a  danger  signal, 
and  must  not  be  passed  by  without  attention.  If  there  be  aching  eyes 
or  ears  or  teeth,  or  if  a  weary  sense  of  weight  in  the  back  makes  the 
day  a  labor  and  the  night  a  torture ;  if  there  is  even  a  sense  of  dis- 
comfort anywhere,  let  the  nerves  have  the  credit  of  reporting  the 
trouble,  and  then  let  them  be  soothed  and  strengthened.  But  to  ac- 
cuse these  faithful  servants  whenever  our  own  lack  of  self  control  is 
the  cause  of  our  querulous  complaint  or  our  foolish  fear,  is  to  show 
ourselves  weak  and  stupid.    We  owe  it  to  our  own  conscience  to  be 
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candid ;  and  if  we  shiver  at  a  mouse,  or  scream  at  a  spider,  or  tremble 
and  grow  pallid  at  the  approach  of  a  thunder-storm,  it  is  not  on  our 
nerves  that  the  fault  must  be  laid. 

Any  woman  who  chooses  to  take  the  trouble  can  be  serene  and  quiet- 
mannered,  can  bear  suffering  with  fortitude,  and  meet  disaster  with 
heroism.  The  higher  one  goes  in  the  scale,  the  more  one  finds  of  calm 
and  gentle  bearing,  whatever  befalls  the  actor  in  life's  drama.  Social 
training  stands  one  in  stead  when  it  is  an  affair  of  setting  the  teeth 
and  keeping  still,  or  of  filling  the  air  with  outcries  and  clamor. 

One  chronic  complainer  with  nerves  forever  on  edge  can  effectually 
destroy  the  tranquillity  of  the  domestic  circla  Peace  and  comfort  fly 
before  the  face  of  the  woman  who  is  always  at  the  mercy  of  "nerves." 
That  face,  too,  early  loses  its  freshness  and  its  bloom.  Wrinkles  cover 
it  with  a  network  of  crossing  and  intercrossing  lines ;  small  puckers 
weave  themselves  about  the  mouth ;  crow's-feet  multiply  around  the 
eyes.  No  greater  foe  menaces  beauty  than  a  belief  that  one  must  be 
the  victim,  not  the  commander,  of  her  nerves. — Harper's  Bazaar. 


Simple  Corea  and  Diseases  of  the  Heart. 

According  to  M.  Marfan,  in  the  Semaine  Medicate,  1897,  page 
153  (Revue  menmelle  des  maladies  de  Venfance,  August),  the  pre- 
disposing causes  are  the  age  of  the  patient  (from  six  to  fifteen  years) 
and  alcoholic  or  arthritic  nervous  heredity.  The  exciting  causes  are 
infectious  diseases.  Chorea  is  also  nearly  always  secondary  to  acute 
articular  rheumatism  or  to  some  infectious  disease,  such  as  influenza, 
measles,  typhoid  fever,  scarlatina  and  chicken  pox,  or  to  chronic  bron- 
chitis with,  probably  tuberculosis,  boils  on  the  nape  of  the  neck,  cer- 
vical adenitis,  febrile  dental  periostitis,  impetigo,  suppurating  otitis 
media,  and  endopericarditis.  In  nineteen  cases  out  of  seventy- six  the 
author  found  no  family  history  of  disease,  but  he  suspected  an  unob- 
served previous  infection.  He  also  considers  the  efficient  part  played 
by  the  mental  emotions,  and  concludes  that  chorea  is  usually  preceded 
either  by  acute  rheumatism  or  by  an  infectious  disease,  and  among 
these  diseases  acute  articular  rheumatism  was  the  most  closely  allied 
to  chorea. 

Concerning  the  pathogeny,  M.  Marfan  is  distinctly  in  favor  of  the 
infection  theory.    Chorea,  he  says,  is  a  neurosis  provoked  by  a  non 
specific  infection  which  is  developed  in  predisposed  soiL     He  rejects, 
consequently,  the  theories  which  make  of  chorea  either  a  specific  in- 
fectious disease  or  a  neurosis  of  cerebrospinal  evolution. 

M.  Marfan  also  considers  the  relation  of  chorea  to  diseases  of  the 
heart,  endocarditis  or  pericarditis.  In  fourteen  cases  out  of  twenty- 
six  he  found  cardiac  lesions,  and  in  six  of  these  fourteen  cases  the 
chorea  was  of  rheumatic  origin ;  the  others  arose  from  various  infec- 
tions. He  concludes  from  this  fact  that  there  is  an  aetiological  iden- 
tity between  chorea  and  endocarditis ;  the  two  arise  from  the  same 
causes,  and  that  is  the  reason  of  their  co-existence. 
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M.  Marfan  recommends  mental  and  physical  rest,  maximum  doses 
of  forty-five  grains  of  antipyrine,  and  especially  arsenic.  He  prefers 
Boudin's  solution,  of  which  he  gives,  in  the  beginning,  sixty  grains; 
this  is  increased  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  grains,  and  given  until 
intolerance  is  shown ;  then  this  amount,  which  is  never  exceeded,  is 
diminished  and  again  increased,  until  finally  progressive  suppression 
is  reached.  M.  Marfan  completes  this  treatment  by  the  use  of  some 
hypnotic  (from  fifteen  to  thirty  grains  of  chloral),  and  during  conva- 
lescence he  advises  gymnastics  and  sulphur  baths. 


Non-Surgical  Treatment  of  the  Uterus  and  its  Appendages. 

The  past  decade  may  well  be  called  the  era  of  "Biirgical  fads." 
A  dawning  re-action  of  conservatism  has  sprung  up  throughout  the 
world,  and  Doleris'  cry  in  France  of  "Too  many  useless  mutilations; 
not  enough  conservative  gynaecology, "  is  now  being  re-echoed  on  both 
continents. 

The  Medical  Record  of  June  6,  '96,  quotes  one  of  the  speakers  at 
the  recent  banquet  of  the  American  Gynaecological  Society  as  saying : 
"The  cultivated  skill  of  the  majority  of  operating  gynaecologists  en- 
genders an  ominous  presumption  as  to  still  greater  ventures.  It  may 
appear  a  little  harsh  to  assert  that  many  of  these  operations  are  un- 
necessary, but  we  venture  to  suggest,  in  view  of  past  history,  that 
such  will  be  proven  before  very  long. 

"Gynaecological  operations,  like  everything  else  belonging  to  the 
gentler  sex,  must  have  their  fashions  and  their  fads.  Every  con- 
ceivable surgical  procedure  has  been  practiced  within  the  pelvic  limits, 
while  the  number  of  special  instruments  that  have  been  devised  to 
give  the  uterus  a  bare  fighting  chance  is  enough  to  sink  a  ship. " 

•  .  .  .  "Of  the  ovary,  in  times  past,  at  least,  it  might  be  truth- 
fully said  The  Lord  gave,  but  man  taketh  away,'  and  of  the  gynae- 
cologist, 'Blessed  is  he  who  has  his  pathological  jar  full  of  them.' " 

Dr.  Thomas  Moore  Madden,  in  the  British  Medical  Journal,  '87, 
says  "Oophorectomy  is  now  suggested  as  the  panacea  for  all  ills  from 
which  unfortunate  women  suffer,  and  their  ovaries  are  removed  with 
as  much  impunity  as  the  butcher  spays  his  cows,  and  with  the  same 
consideration  for  the  wishes  of  the  patient " 

Dr.  Munde,  in  a  paper  on  "Conservative  Treatment  of  Salpingitis" 
in  the  American  Journal  of  Obstetrics,  says:  "I  believe  the  time 
has  come  when  it  is  well  for  those  of  us  who  are  doing  abdominal 
work  habitually  and  as  a  matter  of  almost  daily  routine,  to  take  the 
field  against  the  hasty  and  habitual  removal  of  the  uterine  appen- 
dages, simply  because  they  happen  to  be  more  or  less  diseased." 

Dr.  J.  H.  Kellogg,  while  a  pupil  of  Tait  (the  father  of  the  opera- 
tion,) says,  that  Mr.  Tait  stated  to  him  "that  on  one  occasion,  having 
read  a  paper  before  a  certain  local  English  medical  society,  in  relation 
to  the  operation  for  the  removal  of  diseased  appendages,  he  had  ocoa- 
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sion  to  visit  the  same  society  subsequently,  and  was  horrified  to  find 
a  considerable  number  of  the  members  of  this  society  ready  to  greet 
him,  each  with  nearly  a  soup  plate  full  of  ovaries,  a  large  proportion 
of  which,  upon  examination,  proved  to  be  entirely  healthy  organs." 

Dr.  Kellogg  has  been  quite  an  extensive  operator,  under  the  tutorage 
of  Tait,  but  has  now  taken  the  field  against  it  He  says,  in  the  same 
article,  "In  speaking  upon  this  subject,  the  writer  considers  himself 
prepared  to  speak  without  bias,  and  after  having  had  an  opportunity 
to  see  both  sides  of  this  question,  he  has  at  least  had  an  opportunity 
to  look  inside,  and  to  verify  his  diagnosis  in  a  sufficient  number  of 
cases,  to  appreciate  the  advantages  of  experience  in  dealing  with  this 
most  important  class  of  surgical  cases.  An  unbroken  series  of  suc- 
cesses in  ovariotomy  (172  cases)  might  have  led  him  to  become  some- 
thing of  an  enthusiast,  and  perhaps  an  extremist,  in  favor  of  surgical 
interference,  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  within  the  same  period 
of  time  in  which  this  record  has  been  made,  a  little  less  than  two  and 
a  half  years,  a  very  much  larger  number  of  cases  of  ovarian  diseases 
have  been  successfully  treated  without  the  employment  of  surgical 
means  of  any  sort,  or,  at  any  rate,  none  except  means  of  a  very  minor 
character.' ' 

Dr.  Edward  Sanders,  of  New  York,  in  the  American  Journal  of 
Obstetrics,  vol.  xxv,  No.  4,  gives  a  very  valuable  clinical  report  of 
thirty-one  ovariotomies;  and  subsequently  by  way  of  comparison, 
sixty-five  cases  treated  by  electricity.  Of  the  former,  in  fifteen  of  the 
thirty-one  operations,  there  was  no  improvement.  Eleven  were  worse 
than  before  the  operation — the  symptoms  were  intensified;  besides 
there  were  many  nervous  and  other  complications  that  followed,  ren- 
dering the  patient  more  miserable  than  before  the  operation.  There 
was  an  improvement  of  the  symptoms  in  five  only.  Of  the  sixty-five 
cases  treated  by  electricity,  his  conclusions  were  briefly  as  follows : 
One  case,  the  left  ovary  having  been  removed  three  years  before  with- 
out relief,  was  cured  by  electricity.  Some  cases,  being  satisfied  with 
relief  and  freedom  from  pain  and  other  symptoms,  considered  them- 
selves cured  and  discontinued  treatment.  Of  those  in  which  treat- 
ment was  persevered  in  to  the  end,  88  per  cent  were  cured.  Dr,  San- 
ders fully  corroborates  my  own  experience  and  views  in  that  the  treat- 
ment is  harmless,  when  properly  used,  and  free  from  pain  or  danger. 
The  only  drawback  to  the  treatment  is  the  length  of  time  required  to 
cure  some  cases. 

The  most  common  of  all  the  morbid  conditions  with  which  women 
suffer  is  an  enlarged,  congested  and  retroflexed  uterus.  Owing  to  the 
large  size  and  increased  weight  it  is  constantly  drawing  upon  the  lig- 
aments and  appendages,  while  standing  or  walking,  causing  a  heavy, 
uncomfortable  feeling,  and  often  pain  on  one  or  both  sides  of  the  ab- 
domen over  the  region  of  the  ovaries. 

This  condition  usually  results  from  abortion  or  child  birth,  due  to 
vol.  lvil — 42 
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an  arrest  of  involution ;  though  it  often  occurs  in  unmarried  women 
or  those  never  having  conceived. 

The  most  frequent  and  troublesome  diseases,  following  this  hyper- 
trophied  condition  of  the  womb,  are  endometritis,  endocervicitis,  ovar- 
itis and  salpingitis,  accompanied  with  a  leucorrhoeal  discharge.  This 
discharge  is  due  to  an  effort  of  nature  to  relieve  the  engorged  blood- 
vessels. Besides  being  debilitating  by  its  continual  drain  upon  the 
system,  it  is  constantly  bathing  the  mucous  membrane  lining  the 
uterus  in  an  irritating  fluid  that  keeps  up  the  endometritis.  If  then  a 
leucorrhoeal  discharge  owes  its  origin  to  a  perverted  condition  of  the 
circulation  underlying  the  mucous  membrane  lining  the  organ,  it  is 
evident  of  what  little  benefit  it  is  in  removing  a  sequence  by  the  per- 
nicious application  of  astringents,  instead  of  aiming  to  remove  the 
cause  by  agents  that  act  directly  upon  the  engorged  blood-vessels  and 
hypertrophied  uterus  itself. 

Emmet  says :  "If  the  so-called  ulceration  of  the  cervix  is  accepted 
as  a  cause,  and  not  as  an  effect,  the  use  of  caustic  applications  is  a 
consistent  practice,  and  should  be  persevered  in  until  the  surface  has 
been  healed.  But  if  it  is  held  that  the  increased  secretion  is  simply 
an  attempt  of  nature  to  relieve  an  obstructed  venous  circulation,  and 
that  the  erosion  is  a  surface  from  which  the  epithelium  has  been  washed 
away  by  the  discharge  constantly  flowing  over  it,  then  such  a  course 
of  treatment  is  to  be  deemed,  not  only  irrational,  but  most  hurtful. 
But  as  the  primary  cause  is  not  removed,  the  erosion  must  return 
again  and  again  until,  at  length,  if  the  treatment  is  continued,  every 
mucous  follicle  will  have  been  destroyed,  and  no  further  discharge 
can  take  place ;  but  the  hypertrophy  of  the  uterus  and  the  abnormal 
condition  of  the  pelvic  circulation  will  remain." 

Treatment. — It  is  not  within  the  province  of  this  article  to  discuss 
the  properties  of  the  different  currents,  as  these  can  be  obtained  from 
any  reliable  text-book ;  but  suffice  it  to  say  that  in  these  we  have 
agents  that  will  relieve  pain,  stimulate  vasomotor  and  muscular  con- 
traction, promote  absorption,  dissipate  morbid  deposits,  give  tonicity 
to  torpid  organs  or  ligaments,  and  when  properly  selected  and  used, 
are  perfectly  harmlesa  I  can  only  give  in  this  brief  article,  a  general 
routine  of  the  methods  I  adopt  in  the  applications  of  the  currents. 

In  almost  all  cases  there  are  more  or  less  tenderness,  inflammation 
and  pain  in  the  vagina,  uterus,  bladder  and  ovaries.  My  first  efforts 
are,  therefore,  directed  towards  relieving  all  irritation  and  acute  symp- 
toms. This  is  best  accomplished  by  means  of  the  secondary  faradic 
current,  with  from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  ohm's  resistance. 

After  the  acute  symptoms  have  been  allayed,  I  then  begin  the  intra- 
uterine galvanic  applications  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  vaso  motor 
and  uterine  contractions,  giving  tonicity  to  the  ligaments  and  append- 
ages, besides  restoring  a  healthy  condition  to  the  intra- uterine  mem- 
brane. 

In  making  these  applications  I  do  not  use  the  cautery,  nor  any  cur- 
rent that  causes  pain. — G.  W.  Overall,  M.  2>.,  in  The  Medical  Council. 


COLDS.  619 

OUT  UPON  THE  SP1TTERS! 

Could  every  layman  who  walks  the  streets  of  the  different  cities 
of  these  United  States  and  with  reckless  abandon  deposits  his  salivary 
secretion  wherever  and  whenever  his  convenience  dictates,  be  afforded 
one  or  more  opportunities  of  looking  at  his  sputa  under  the  microscope, 
and  at  the  same  time  be  instructed  as  to  the  virulence  and  menace  to 
health  of  the  germs  often  seen  contained  therein,  we  are  sure  that  the 
most  of  the  aforementioned  good  citizens  would  promptly  recognize  the 
importance  and  necessity  of  a  more  careful  regard  to  the  proper  dis- 
posal of  their  expectorations,  thereby  tending  to  conserve  the  health 
of  their  fellow  townsmen. 

It  is  an  oft-told  story,  but  one  of  such  exceeding  import  that  every 
physician  should  seize  opportunities  to  impress  it  upon  his  clientele, 
that  the  most  destructive  to  the  human  family  of  modern  diseases  is 
consumption — a  germ-caused  disease,  and  one  the  bacilli  of  which  are 
borne  upon  the  breezes  and  wafted  from 'place  to  place,  lodging  in  the 
nose  of  the  passer-by,  whence  they  are  at  times  drawn  into  the  lungs 
— there,  favorable  soil  presenting,  developing  a  disease  for  which  the 
hand  of  science,  progressive  as  it  is,  has  as  yet  failed  to  find  a  cure. 
*  *  *  Is  it  not,  then,  a  commendable  habit  that  the  German  bac- 
teriologists are  teaching  their  people  to  spit  in  the  handkerchief,  which 
being  boiled  in  the  wash,  kills  all  the  germs? 

The  boards  of  health  of  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Boston  have 
been  actively  aggressive  in  their  warfare  upon  the  spitters,  and  it  is  now 
a  misdemeanor  to  spit  upon  the  floors  of  the  street-cars  of  those  cities, 
and  here  in  Memphis  the  street  railway  company  has  requests  in  the 
form  of  cards  bearing  the  inscription,  "Please  don't  spit  on  the  floor, " 
conspicuously  posted  in  its  cars ;  but  no  effort  to  suppress  this  per- 
nicious custom  can  be  effectually  carried  out  without  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  the  entire  public. — Memphis  Med.  Monthly. 


COLDS. 

Wunsche  (Therapeutische  Monatschefte)  says  that  menthol,  dis- 
solved in  chloroform,  is  the  most  efficacious  of  all  remedies.  A  solu- 
tion of  one  or  two  parts  of  menthol  in  twenty  parts  of  chloroform  will 
not  only  arrest  the  progress  of  a  cold  in  its  initial  stage,  but  it  is  also 
an  excellent  influenza  prophylactic.  From  four  to  six  drops  of  the 
solution  should  be  placed  in  the  hollow  of  the  hand,  quickly  rubbed 
between  the  hands,  the  two  hands,  tightly  pressed  together,  placed 
before  the  face,  and  the  remedy  energetically  inhaled  alternately 
through  the  nose  and  mouth.  It  will  be  immediately  noticed  that  the 
volatile  parts  of  the  solution  thoroughly  impregnate  the  mucous  mem- 
branes of  the  nose,  mouth  and  throat,  and  even  penetrate  deep  down 
into  the  air  passages.  During  the  first  two  or  three  inhalations  the 
sweetish  chloroform  vapor  predominates.  Afterwards,  however,  only 
menthol  in  attenuated  condition  is  inhaled,  odor  and  feeling  remain- 
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ing  apparent  fot  some  time  after  the  inhalation.  As  a  rule,  the  first 
inhalation  suffices  to  cure  the  severest  tendency  to  sneezing,  and  often 
to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  cold  altogether.  Two  further  applications 
of  the  remedy  in  the  course  of  the  day  suffice  to  suppress  the  attack 
completely.  The  first  inhalation  at  first  slightly  increases  the  flow 
from  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose ;  afterwards,  however,  this 
symptom  diminishes  quickly.  Pains  in  the  pharynx  and  larynx  may 
be  quickly  eased,  and  often  entirely  relieved,  by  the  remedy. 


The  Management  of  Infantile  Cerebral  Palsies. 

It  is  well  recognized  that  in  acute  anterior-poliomyelitis  the  result- 
ing  deformities  and  disability  can  be  greatly  lessened  by  orthopedic 
treatment.  In  the  disease  known  as  infantile  cerebral  palsy  it  is  less 
generally  known  that  similar  relief  is  possible.  The  disorders  are  dis- 
similar in  several  ways.  In  poliomyelitis  the  brain  is  uninjured,  bat 
in  cerebral  palsy  an  embolus  or  thrombus  or  a  cerebral  injury  is  fol- 
lowed by  local  cyst  formation,  atrophy,  or  sclerosis,  and  often  descend- 
ing degeneration.  Lack  of  muscular  control  and  increased  reflexes, 
resulting  in  a  series  of  deformities — prominently  flexion  and  adduc- 
tion— occur,  and  many  of  these  cases  become  helpless  burdens  on 
their  families.  The  lesion  being  localized  there  is  a  tendency  to  slow 
improvement  by  the  less  affected  portions  of  the  brain  developing  and 
partially  taking  the  function  of  the  parts  destroyed.  What  is  required, 
then,  is  to  encourage  the  child  and  to  systematically  train  it  to  help 
itself  and  take  part  in  such  exercises  as  are  possible  for  it  Formal 
mental  training  is  not  desirable. 

The  severer  deformities  are  relieved  by  thorough  division  of  the  ten- 
dons of  the  affected  muscles,  and  it  is  fortunate  that  the  same  tenot- 
omy is  followed  by  a  lessening  of  spasm  and  by  a  return  of  power  in 
the  opposing  muscle.  After  operation  the  limb  is  put  in  a  position  of 
over  correction  for  five  or  six  weeks,  and  after  that  time  supported 
with  braces  while  muscular  and  general  training  is  carried  out.  Ex- 
cept in  the  worst  of  these  cases  the  results  are  surprisingly  good.— 
Cincinnati  Lancet- Clinic. 


The  actual  size  of  the  prostate  is,  in  cases  of  hypertrophy,  of  much 
less  importance  than  its  shape,  in  relation  to  difficult  or  painful  mic- 
turition. Some  extraordinary  large  prostates  give  rise  to  very  little 
trouble,  while  smaller  ones  are  frequently  productive  of  intense  dis- 
turbances. In  the  latter  case  a  projection  may  practically  block  up 
the  internal  orifice  of  the  urethra.  Sessile  or  pedunculated  enlarge- 
ments of  the  middle  lobe  are  also  extremely  important  The  question 
of  operation  must,  therefore,  be  decided  upon  the  actual  symptoms 
presented  by  the  patient,  and  but  little  attention  is  to  be  paid  to  the 
degree  of  hypertrophy  that  exists. — Pacific  Record. 
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The  Dangers  of  Chlorate  of  Potassium, 

A  notion  is  prevalent  among  the  public  that  chlorate  of  potassium 
is  a  remedy  which  may  be  safely  indulged  in  to  an  unlimited  extent ; 
but  it  is  high  time  that  this  dangerous  error  should  be  exposed.  The- 
rapeutists are  well  aware  that  even  in  comparatively  moderate  doses 
chlorate  of  potassium  is  a  very  active  drug,  producing  a  marked  effect 
upon  the  blood,  which  it  turns  brown,  and  leading  in  large  doses  to 
cardiac  paralysis,  albuminuria,  and  death.  Instances  of  this  sort  are 
not  very  rare,  and  but  a  few  days  ago  a  young  man  at  Morpeth  died 
from  sucking  pellets  of  the  drug  with  the  object  of  prepariug  himself 
to  sing.  He  absorbed  altogether  two-thirds  of  an  ounce,  causing 
death  from  syncope.  Even  in  what  are  considered  safe  doses  chlorate 
of  potassium  often  gives  rise  to  great  mental  and  physical  depression, 
and  various  other  disturbances  of  the  human  economy. — Med.  Press 
and  Circular.  [w.  n.  m.  ] 


Best  Method  of  Closing  the  Abdomen. 

Dr.  Bantock,  of  London,  opened  this  discussion  with  an  elaborate 
paper  of  which  the  following  were  the  conclusions :  1.  Bacteria  do 
not  play  any  part  in  the  production  of  suppuration,  but  are  the  result 
and  not  the  the  cause  of  the  conditions  under  which  they  are  found. 
Hence,  abscess  in  the  wound  or  in  the  track  of  the  sutures  is  not  due 
to  the  entrance  of  germs  or  fully  formed  bacilli,  but  in  the  former  case 
to  the  presence  of  matter  acting  the  part  of  a  foreign  body,  and  in  the 
latter  to  strangulation  of  the  tissues  by  too  tight  constriction  by  the 
suture.  2.  In  ordinary  cases  the  simple  interrupted  suture  alone  is 
sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes.  3.  In  very  thin  or  very  fat  sub- 
jects it  is  desirable  to  close  the  peritoneum  separately  by  continuous 
suture,  while  the  remainder  of  the  wound  may  be  closed  in  one  or  two 
stages.  4.  For  the  simple  interrupted  suture  silkworm  gut  forms  the 
best  material,  while  for  the  buried  suture  catgut  not  chromicized  will 
probably  be  found  preferable. — Medical  Record. 


If,  in  the  course  of  an  appendicitis,  at  any  stage,  a  rigor,  with  rise 
of  pulse  or  temperature  occurs,  operation  ought  to  be  advised,  for 
these  are  signs  indicative  of  septic  absorption.  The  temperature  alone 
is  of  very  little  assistance,  the  pulse  being  the  best  guide  for  treat- 
ment Opium  may  so  disguise  the  pulse  rate  as  to  lead  to  serious  or 
even  fatal  delay.  It  should,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  be  avoided  if 
possible,  and,  if  an  opiate  has  been  given,  it  is  well  for  the  surgeon 
to  reserve  his  decision  for  a  few  hours  until  the  sedative  effect  has 
subsided,  when,  if  the  pulse  has  increased  in  frequency  and  anxiety 
of  countenance  has  declared  itself,  an  operation  should  be  considered 
advisable. — Mayo  Jtobson. 
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PAINFUL  ABDOMINAL  AFFECTIONS. 

The  importance  which  appendicitis  and  similar  diseases  hare 
attained  in  the  last  decade  has  led  to  a  corresponding  increase  in  ab- 
dominal sectiona  Perhaps  no  disease  has  created  such  a  furore  in 
medical  circles  as  appendicitis,  and  it  may  also  be  said  that  no  disease 
has  brought  upon  the  profession  more  ridicule.  A  disease  practically 
unknown  a  few  years  ago,  it  has  come  to  be  the  one  disease  in  the 
treatment  of  which  the  young  physician,  with  an  insane  penchant  for 
operating,  seeks  to  distinguish  himself.  For  a  few  years  past  it  has 
been  the  one  subject  to  which  ultra-scientific  medical  journals  have 
given  the  most  of  their  space.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  see  long 
lists  of  cases  of  appendicitis  and  operations  therefor  given  by  some 
enthusiast — a  list  that  would  in  all  probability  cover  all  the  cases  of 
this  malady  that  would  be  met  by  any  dozen  average  physicians  with 
a  fairly  extensive  clientele. 

In  view  of  all  this,  which  fortunately  seems  to  be  subsiding,  now 
that  it  has  ceased  to  be  a  novelty,  one  who  thinks  can  not  fail  to  ask 
whether  these  cases  be  what  their  reporters  pronounce  them,  or  whe- 
ther they  do  not  include  all  painful  abdominal  affections,  even  em- 
bracing abdominal  neuroses ;  and  even  if  appendicitis,  is  an  operation 
imperative  ? 

That  many  simple  yet  painful  abdominal  disorders,  located  in  the 
region  of  the  appendix,  have  been  designated  appendicitis,  we  are 
firmly  convinced.  Ordinarily  such  a  misplaced  diagnosis  would  not 
be  a  very  serious  affair,  but  from  the  fact  that  great  haste  for  operat- 
ing in  these  cases  is  usually  the  rule,  many,  many  lives  we  fear  have 
been  sacrificed  by  the  over- sanguine  operator. 

Not  long  since  a  case  came  to  our  notice  which  was  pronounced  by 
the  physician  in  attendance  typhoid  fever.  Another  physician  who 
saw  the  case  later  pronounced  it  appendicitis,  and  urged  a  prompt 
operation.  His  diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  a  third  physician,  who 
also  advised  that  no  time  be  lost  in  putting  off  an  operation.  The 
husband  of  the  lady  refused  to  have  an  operation  performed,  and 
called  in  another  physician,  an  Eclectic  by  the  way,  who  examined 
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the  case,  pronounced  it  a  kidney  affection,  and  left  a  simple  remedy 
by  which  the  difficulty  was  quickly  relieved  and  the  lady  cured. 

We  do  not  mean  by  what  has  been  said  to  discourage  the  physician 
from  operating  when  necessary  for  the  relief  of  this  malady,  for  none 
will  deny  that  there  are  cases  in  which  only  abdominal  section  prom- 
ises relief ;  but  we  do  plead  that  the  physician  be  more  careful  in  his 
diagnosis,  and  never  operate  unless  he  is  absolutely  certain  that  noth- 
ing else  will  save  his  patient.  We  are  aware  that  many  urge  an  early 
operation  as  soon  as  a  correct  diagnosis  of  appendicitis  has  been  made, 
and  we  are  also  glad  to  observe  that  those  surgeons  who  stand  at  the 
front  advise  careful  medical  treatment,  with  the  hope  of  averting  sur- 
gical interference,  except  in  cases  in  which  medicinal  and  other  meas- 
ures have  failed  to  give  relief. 

There  are  a  number  of  abdominal  affections  that  are  likely  to  be 
mistaken  for  this  affection.  Undoubtedly  some  of  them,  if  allowed  to 
go  without  proper  medical  aid,  would  terminate  in  an  inflammatory 
and  destructive  lesion  of  the  caecum  or  appendix.  Chief  among  these 
affections — and  we  find  it  largely  among  the  German  population — is 
that  caused  by  the  accumulation  of  fecal  matter  in  and  about  the 
csecal  pouch.  Disordered  digestion,  induced  by  the  free  ingestion  of 
pork  sausages,  bologna,  etc.,  followed  by  a  liberal  supply  of  cold 
beer,  often  leads  to  a  painful  affection,  first  diffusing  itself  over  the 
whole  abdominal  tract,  and  finally  settling  down  to  the  right  iliac 
region,  producing  intense  pain,  nausea,  and  occasionally  vomiting, 
with  a  moderate  degree  of  fever,  a  white,  pasty  tongue,  offeneive 
breath,  and  always  marked  tenderness  over  the  caecum.  Sometimes 
diarrhoea  may  precede,  but  constipation  is  the  rule. 

These  cases  come  closely  to  being  an  appendicitis,  or  at  least  a 
typhlitis ;  they  are  such  as  to  excite  the  desire  of  the  appendectomist 
to  get  out  his  tools  and  cut.  But  with  care  and  time  these  cases  yield 
readily  to  treatment.  Manifestly  the  most  common  sense  procedure 
would  be  to  open  the  bowels ;  and  right  here  is  where  many  who 
might  be  more  successful  if  not  in  too  great  hurry,  do  irreparable 
harm  by  large  doses  of  cathartics.  As  a  rule  they  condemn  cathartics 
in  general,  but  admit  the  saline  cathartics,  and  in  doing  so  administer 
such  large  doses  that  harm  is  sure  to  follow.  Here  the  saline  cathar- 
tics are  very  useful,  and  are  indicated,  and  prominent  among  them  is 
magnesium  sulphate — not  tablespoonful  doses  as  is  often  recom- 
mended, but  a  level  teaspoonf ul  in  hot  water,  repeated  in  about  eight 
hours  if  necessary,  and  continuing  as  needed  from  day  today.  Severe . 
purgation  is  not  necessary  nor  desirable,  but  a  gentle  action  brought 
on  slowly  will  do  more  to  relieve  the  tender  intestine  than  all  other 
medication.  Associate  with  this  treatment  small  doses  of  veratrum, 
with  Phytolacca — the  former  for  its  control  over  the  inflammatory  ac- 
tion, and  the  latter  for  its  beneficial  action  upon  the  intestinal  glanda 
Pain  will  be  largely  alleviated  by  the  application  of  cloths  wrung  from 
hot  water  and  covered  with  a  dry  cloth.     Avoid  mustard  plasters  or 
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other  applications  liable  to  influence  the  skin  and  cause  vesication.  If 
morphine  or  opium  has  to  be  be  used,  we  prefer  the  diaphoretic  pow- 
der ;  or  if  this  is  not  effective,  as  the  large  doses  necessary  may  occa- 
sion vomiting,  the  solution  of  bimeconate  of  morphine  may  be  cau- 
tiously given  until  the  pain  is  brought  under  control 

The  frequent  use  of  warm  rectal  injections  to  aid  the  action  of  the 
magnesium  salt  is  of  marked  value  in  these  troubles.  Keep  the  pa- 
tient quietly  in  bed,  and  a  bandage  applied  over  the  hot  application 
frequently  gives  great  comfort  The  diet  should  be  light,  nutritious, 
and  mainly  liquida 

Occasionally  aconite,  sodium  sulphite,  chionanthus,  hyoscyamus, 
cannabis,  belladonna,  or  gelsemium  will  be  indicated.  This  is,  in  the 
main  the  procedure  that  has  given  the  best  results  in  our  cases,  vary- 
ing the  treatment,  of  course,  as  indications  direct  But  the  gentle 
laxative  action  of  magnesium  sulphate  has  been  with  us  indispensable. 

h.  w.  p. 

CHELIDONlUn    MAJUS. 

This  is  the  great  celandine,  or  tetterwood,  and  its  history  as  a 
medicine  begins  many  years  back.  Had  it  not  had  a  degree  of  effi- 
ciency about  it,  it  would  have  been  dropped  from  the  lists  long  ago. 
Personally  we  believe  it  to  be  as  active  a  remedy  as  that  Eclectic 
giant,  podophyllin,  or  as  nux  vomica.  With  the  faith  we  have  in 
these  two  remedies,  based  on  twenty  years'  experience,  we  do  not 
know  how  to  recommend  chelidonium  more  highly,  or  to  express  our 
confidence  in  it  more  emphatically.  It  has  been  classified  as  a  pur- 
gative, a  diuretic,  an  expectorant,  etc.  In  too  large  doses  it  produces 
violent  vomiting  and  purging,  great  diaphoresis,  and  an  increased 
flow  of  urine.  Evidencing  its  activity,  it  has  produced  for  us  in  two 
or  three  different  cases,  bloody  urine.  At  the  same  time,  however, 
there  did  not  seem  to  be  a  very  great  degree  of  irritation  about  the 
kidneys  or  urinary  tract — no  pain  or  discomfort.  It  should  be  used 
with  care. 

While  chelidonium  thus  acts  upon  the  kidneys,  or  as  a  diuretic,  we 
believe  we  have  better  remedies  when  this  is  the  end  sought  Its  pe- 
culiar and  pellicular  strength  or  fort  lies  in  its  positive  action  upon 
the  liver  and  gastrointestinal  tract  The  indications  that  call  for  the 
administration  of  chelidonium  are  very  much  like  those  ascribed  to 
podophyllin ;  in  fact  they  are  so  much  alike  that  we  have  frequently 
substituted  one  remedy  for  the  other.  But  we  do  not  believe  they  are 
exactly  alike  in  their  action.  In  large  doses  both  are  harsh  remedies, 
In  medicinal  doses  podophyllin  acts  better  than  chelidonium  in  the 
case  in  which  there  is  fullness  with  evidence  of  accumulations  in  the 
intestinal  tract.  Chelidonium  acts  better  than  podophyllin  in  cases 
where  there  is  fullness  and  sogginess  of  tissues,  due  to  an  inactivity 
or  stagnation — a  cessation  of  function  and  evidences  of  feebleness. 
The  podophyllin  case  should  show  strength. 
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In  the  chelidonium  case  the  tongue  and  mucous  membranes  are 
full,  pale,  sallow,  soggy.  The  tongue  may  have  a  dull,  leaden-col- 
ored fur  upon  its  surface ;  the  skin  is  pale,  dull,  leaden,  sallow,  even 
greenish ;  there  are  full  hypochondriac  regions,  especially  the  right ; 
the  abdomen  is  tumid;  the  feces  are  light-colored,  and  sometimes 
frothy,  occasionally  scybalous;  the  urine  is  pale  and  cloudy,  and 
usually  of  high  specific  gravity ;  sometimes  it  is  offensive  in  odor. 
The  chelidonium  patient  is  apathetic,  heavy,  lethargic,  indolent ;  he 
complains  of  a  bitter  taste  in  the  mouth,  of  prostration ;  he  is  inclined 
to  lie  down,  is  sleepy,  and  describes  a  numbness  or  tingling  in  the 
back,  or  through  the  shoulders  and  hepatic  region.  His  pains  are 
ascribed  to  the  liver ;  they  are  dull,  heavy,  tensive,  tearing ;  occa- 
sionally they  are  located  under  the  right  scapula,  or  near  the  dorsal 
spines.  The  chelidonium  patient  frequently  has  bilious  headache, 
liver  cough,  etc. 

Chelidonium  stimulates  all  of  the  glands  along  the  digestive  tract.  It 
certainly  arouses  to  greater  action  the  liver,  the  pancreas,  and  the 
spleen.  One  writer  says  that  it  stimulates  the  whole  chylopoietic  sys- 
tem ;  another  that  it  affects  favorably  all  organs  supplied  by  the  solar 
plexus  of  the  sympathetic.  We  know  that  it  is  a  most  efficient  rem- 
edy in  liver  wrongs,  especially  when  they  are  of  a  chronic  nature.  It 
is  the  remedy  for  certain  cases  of  gall  stones ;  for  acute  or  subacute 
inflammation  of  the  liver ;  and  for  jaundice  due  to  a  catarrhal  condi- 
tion or  swelling  of  the  bile  ducts  it  has  no  superiors,  not  even  in  chio- 
nanthus.  It  is  frequently  of  great  service  in  oedema  and  dropsies  due 
to  hepatic  troubles.  The  same  is  true  of  it  in  many  of  the  common, 
everyday  intestinal  wrongs  that  form  a  great  part  of  general  practica 
We  are  not  sure  that  chelidonium  is  just  as  efficient  and  more  pro- 
nounced in  its  action  upon  the  spleen  than  is  uvedalia.  It  relieves 
splenic  congestion,  and  reduces  splenic  enlargement 

Chelidonium  is  highly  recommended  in  hemorrhoids.  We  do  not 
suggest  its  use  in  all  cases,  but  we  do  guarantee  relief  through  its 
administration  in  those  cases  in  which  chelidonium  indications  pre- 
vail. It  is  commended  in  supra-orbital  neuralgia  and  migraine,  when 
of  hepatic  origin.  As  we  said  before,  we  believe  chelidonium  acts  in 
a  very  marked  degree  upon  the  pancreas.  It  wakes  it  up,  and  relieves 
it  of  any  congestion  or  engorgement  that  may  prevail,  by  giving  bet- 
ter circulation,  and  by  lessening  irritation  of  its  ducts. 

We  believe  that  chelidonium  will  prove  beneficial  in  any  disease  in 
which  the  above  enumerated  symptoms  are  prominent ;  we  believe, 
too,  that  such  a  combination  of  symptoms  is  found  only  in  hepatic, 
splenic,  pancreatic,  and  digestive  wrongs.  In  some  respects  there  is 
great  similarity  in  the  action  of  mix  vomica  and  of  chelidonium.  In 
chronic  cases  they  might  well  be  given  in  alternation,  or  week  about. 
Our  experiences  are  based  upon  the  use  of  specific  chelidonium,  and 
of  this  the  dose  is  from  one  to  ten  drops  in  plenty  of  water.     We  were 
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led  to  a  study  and  use  of  chelidonium  by  reading  Burnett's  "Greater 
Diseases  of  the  Liver."  In  this  work  the  doctor  most  highly  com- 
mends  the  great  oelandina  w.  e.  b. 


UTERINE    DISORDERS. 

III.  Cervical  Endometritis. — The  mucous  membrane  of  the 
cervical  canal  is  frequently  the  seat  of  inflammation.  This  may  result 
as  a  consequence  of  inflammatory  action  of  the  tissues  immediately 
adjacent,  from  gonorrhoeal  infection,  or  as  1b  probably  most  frequently 
the  case,  depend  upon  laceration  of  the  cervix  uteri  following  partu- 
rition. It  is  also  known  as  endocervicitis,  or  cervical  catarrh.  The 
peculiar  glandular  and  sensative  nature  of  the  structure  renders  it 
especially  liable  to  inflammatory  action.  Particularly  is  this  true 
following  abortion,  or  a  too  early  getting  up  after  premature  delivery. 
Under  such  circumstances  the  patient  will  usually  complain,  first,  of 
a  chill  and  soreness  of  the  body  and  extremities,  soon  followed  by  ex- 
cruciating pains  of  a  paroxysmal  nature,  and  simulating  those  of 
labor,  in  the  region  of  the  cervix.  More  or  less  nausea  and  loss  of 
appetite  are  usually  present,  and  a  disinclination  to  move  about,  fol- 
lowed, within  a  few  hours,  by  a  heavy,  profuse  purulent  discharge. 

Upon  examination,  the  cervix  will  reveal  a  swollen,  excited,  and 
intensely  reddened  condition,  that  inclines  to  bleed  upon  the  slightest 
provocation.  The  temperature  rises  from  one  to  three  degrees  above 
normal.  In  such  cases  absolute  rest  and  quietude  is  the  first  essen- 
tial Internally  I  usually  prescribe  in  two  half  glasses  of  water,  sp. 
veratrum  git  x.  to  xx,  macrotys  Sss.,  in  one,  and  echafolta  Sss.  with 
Pulsatilla  gtt.  xx.  in  the  other.  Instruct  the  nurse  to  douche  the 
vagina  twice  each  day  with  warm  water  until  cleansed  of  the  discharge, 
to  be  followed  with  a  douche  of  a  tablespoonful  of  Lloyd's  hjdrastis 
to  a  teacupful  of  warm  water.  Move  the  bowels  per  enemata  suffi- 
ciently often  to  keep  the  lower  bowel  empty,  and  give  a  light  diet, 
preferably  fluid.  In  cases  following  gonorrhoea  the  treatment  should 
be  similar,  one  essential  being  to  cleanse  the  parts  thoroughly  of  the 
discharge  by  means  of  the  warm  water  douching,  before  using  the 
wash  of  fluid  Hydrastis, 

The  peculiarly  characteristic  discharge  in  endocervicitis,  whether 
the  result  of  erosion  of  the  part  or  dependent  upon  laceration  of  the 
tissues  following  labor,  is  of  the  albuminous,  white-of  egg  material  in 
abundance.  This  is  owing  to  an  abundant  or  hypersecretion  of  the 
Nabothian  glands,  located  within  the  cervix,  and  is  one  of  the  features 
of  the  pathology  or  the  disease,  and  aids  in  a  hasty  examination  in  a 
differentiation  from  corporeal  endometritis,  the  discharge  of  which  is 
more  on  the  order  of  pus,  and  never  the  glairy,  transparent,  mucoid 
material  peculiar  to  the  cervical  inflammation. 

When  the  characteristic  discharge  is  present  the  speculum  should 
be  used,  when  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  trouble  will  be  revealed 
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In  simple  erosion  the  os  will  be  found  opened,  and  the  tenacious  leu- 
corrhoeal  discharge  escaping.  The  inflammation  will  be  circum- 
scribed, extending  over  the  most  inferior  portion,  or  well  up  around 
the  external  neck,  where  it  is  relieved  by  a  sharp  line  of  demarkation. 
Again,  the  inflamed  base  will  be  covered  with  small  follicles,  not  un- 
like diminutive  blisters  in  appearance,  and  due  to  the  pent-up  secre- 
tion of  an  obstructed  gland.  In  other  cases  several  minute  ulcers 
may  be  noticed  within  the  inflamed  area.  In  the  majority  or  cases, 
especially  in  multipara,  will  be  found,  co  existent  with  the  inflamma- 
tion, a  laceration  of  the  cervix,  this  being  the  cause  of  the  difficulty. 

In  endocervicitis  a  sense  of  weight,  pain,  and  tenesmus  will  be 
present  in  the  pelvic  region ;  likewise  headache,  pain  on  top  of  head, 
and  more  or  less  backache.  Various  remote  and  reflex  symptoms  will 
be  complained  of,  as  is  usually  the  case  in  lesions  of  the  uterus.  The 
peculiar  white-of  egg  leucorrhoeal  discharge,  however,  is  the  most 
constant  symptom. 

In  addition  to  lacerations,  it  may  arise  from  the  various  causes  that 
produce  other  forms  of  endometritis,  from  septic  or  gonorrhoeal  infec- 
tion, as  well  as  from  injuries  following  attempts  at  abortion. 

The  treatment  in  cases  following  lacerations  will  be  operative — trach- 
elorrhaphy— consisting  in  freshening  the  edges,  removing  the  cicatri- 
cial tissue,  and  suturing  together.  In  the  other  cases  the  parts  should 
be  wiped  free  of  the  discharge,  and  treated  by  means  of  the  tampon 
of  absorbent  cotton,  upon  which  can  be  used  fluid  hydrastis,  diluted 
about  one-half.  Glycerole  of  tannin  will  answer  well  also  in  many 
cases.  If  the  parts  appear  much  congested,  I  include  belladonna  in 
the  application  I  am  using ;  or  if  a  decided  fullness  of  the  tissues,  add 
hamamelis ;  if  ulcers  are  present,  cauterize  with  nitric  acid.  If  the 
inflammatory  action  becomes  aggravated  and  persistent  within  the 
neck,  wipe  out  the  discharge  and  apply  iodine  and  carbolic  acid,  four 
to  one,  using  the  sound  wrapped  with  a  little  cotton  as  an  applicator. 

Internally,  much  relief,  as  well  as  a  mitigation  of  the  nervousness 
and  other  symptoms,  will  attend  the  administration  of  macrotys,  Pul- 
satilla, gelsemium,  bryonia,  etc.,  as  they  are  especially  indicated. 
Constipation  is  nearly  always  present ;  this  should  be  corrected,  and 
regular  action  established.  The  local  treatments  should  be  repeated 
two  or  three  times  a  week.  b.  c.  w. 


PNEUMONIA. 

The  "diplococcus"  is  just  now  receiving  much  attention  as  being 
the  causative  factor  in  pneumonia,  which,  if  true,  must  place  this 
affection  with  the  contagia.  It  is  admitted  that  this  bacterium  may 
sometimes  be  found  in  the  sputa  of  pneumonic  patients ;  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  there  are  always  normal  and  harmless  bacteria  in 
the  air  passages,  and  no  doubt  the  diplococcus,  when  present,  is  a 
result  and  not  a  cause  of  pneumonia.  These  microscopic  entities  are 
simply  altered  normal  forms  due  to  change  in  condition  and  environ- 
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merit,  caused  by  the  diseased  condition  of  their  habitat,  and  can  be 
traced  back  through  gradations  until,  as  the  patient  recovers,  they 
resume  their  original  aspect 

Croupous  pneumonia  is  a  self- limited  disease,  with  a  tendency 
toward  recovery,  if  the  patient  is  not  depressed  by  blood- letting,  mer- 
curials, and  starvation.  As  long  as  physicians  direct  their  attention 
to  the  name,  and  treat  it  instead  of  the  symptoms,  so  long  will  recov- 
ery be  delayed,  and  fatalities  occur.  The  prognosis  does  not  depend 
upon  the  number  of  diplococci,  but  upon  the  general  condition  of  the 
patient,  the  hygienic  surroundings,  and  the  nursing.  Devitalizing 
measures  should  be  avoided;  mercury,  tartar  emetic,  phlebotomy, 
blisters  and  cupping,  with  morphine,  followed  later  by  quinine  and 
whisky,  close  rooms  and  restricted  diet,  are  responsible  for  more 
deaths  than  the  diplococcus. 

I  read  from  a  contribution  in  a  very  recent  regular  journal,  treating 
upon  pneumonia :  * 'Commence  with  an  opening  dose  of  calomel,  ten 
to  twelve  grains,  to  destroy  the  diplococci,  remove  ptomaines,  and  to 
clear  the  ship  for  action  (watch  the  mouth),  then  administer  strych- 
nine, 1  10  to  1  30,  even  to  the  production  of  tetanus,  if  necessary; 
morphia  for  pain,  and  phenacetine  to  control  the  temperature."  Well 
may  the  writer  say,  that ( 'pneumonia  is  more  fatal  than  any  other  acute 
disease  of  adult  life." 

There  are  many  who,  weary  of  this  form  of  treatment,  and  observ- 
ing its  enormous  fatality,  have  discarded  it,  relying  upon  the  expec- 
tant plan,  which  consists  in  complete  rest  of  mind  and  body,  careful 
nursing,  an  1  proper  hygiene. 

The  entire  animus  of  old  school  treatment  is  based  upon  the  idea  of 
preventing  * 'destructive  inflammation"  by  heroic  measures,  and  if  the 
patient  is  unable  to  withstand  both  the  treatment  and  the  disease, 
then  Providence  ( ?)  removes  him  from  this  world  of  care  and  trouble. 

With  what  relief  and  confidence  we  turn  to  the  Eclectic  treatment 
of  pneumonia.  Place  the  patient  in  a  bed  in  a  large,  cheerful,  and 
well  ventilated  room,  with  plenty  of  fresh  air — no  danger  of  taking 
cold.  The  diet  should  be  nourishing  and  liberal ;  fomentations  with 
compound  emetic  powder  on  thorax;  then  as  indicated — bryonia, 
asclepias,  aconite,  baptisia,  etc.,  watching  every  phase  of  the  disease, 
and  meeting  it  with  the  indicated  remedy.  We  do  not  fear  pneumonia. 

l.  w. 

m 

CAULOPHYLLUM  THALECTROIDES. 

This  is  the  old  "papoose  root,"  ''blueberry,"  or  "squaw  root" 
It  is  much  used  by  the  American  Indians,  and  was  written  upon  by 
Durand,  as  early  as  1828.  As  a  remedy  it  has  been  variously  classi- 
fied, viz.  :  a  diuretic,  a  sedative,  an  oxytoxic,  a  diaphoretic,  an  abor- 
tifacient,  an  expectorant,  a  demulcent,  an  emmenagogue,  an  anti- 
spasmodic, eta 
The  indications  for  the  use  of  caulophyllum  are,  uterine  pain,  weight 
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and  fullness  about  the  abdomen  and  pelvis,  pain  in  the  legs,  etc.  Its 
use  as  a  parturient  is  worthy  the  respect  of  every  practitioner  of  med- 
idine.  It  stimulates  uterine  contractions  before  delivery,  and  miti- 
gates them  after  delivery ;  that  is,  it  increases  labor  pains,  and  lessens 
after  pains ;  it  is  both  a  partus  preparator  and  a  partus  accelerator. 
Unlike  ergot,  caulophyllum  does  not  produce  constant  tonic  contrac- 
tions of  the  womb ;  it  so  acts  upon  that  part  of  the  nervous  system 
which  controls  and  governs  the  uterus  and  pelvic  region  that  there  is 
perfect  coordination  of  muscular  powers  or  contraction.  Through 
this  kindly  action  upon  the  hypogastric  sympathetic,  caulophyllum 
becomes  a  most  charming  remedy  for  atonic  or  irritable  false  pains. 
They  quickly  disappear  when  this  remedy  is  given.  In  the  same 
manner  it  relieves  or  cures  many  manifestations  of  uterine  irritation. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  above  indications,  caulophyllum  is  a  valuable 
remedy  in  asthenic  plethora.  It  is  a  direct  emmenagogue,  acting 
specifically  upon  the  muscular  structure  or  mucous  membrane  of  the 
uterus,  and  not  indirectly  as  a  tonic.  It  readily  relieves  chronic  ute- 
rine diseases,  accompanied  by  irritation  and  uneasiness.  It  is  an  ideal 
remedy  in  many  cases  of  leucorrhea,  in  both  the  married  and  unmar- 
ried woman,  as  well  as  in  the  atonic  leucorrhea  of  debilitated  children. 

Through  its  specific  action  upon  the  uterus,  caulophyllum  is  un- 
surpassed as  a  remedy  for  dysmenorrhea  and  for  amenorrhea.  We 
believe  that  it  is  unequaled  in  this  respect  as  a  remedy  by  cimicifuga 
racemosa,  or  the  black  cohosh — macrotys.  It  can  not  be  too  highly 
praised  as  an  anti-abortive,  and  as  a  remedy  to  be  given  after  abor- 
tion has  occurred.  In  this  respect  it  is  almost  the  equal  of  specific 
viburnum  prunifolium.  It  is  the  remedy  for  hysteria  that  appears  at 
or  near  the  menstrual  epoch,  and  for  chorea  that  is  due  to  menstrual 
wrongs.  It  has  no  superior  in  the  treatment  of  uterine  prolapsus — 
anteversion  or  retroversion — and  itis  as  efficient  as  any  remedy  known 
to  us  in  the  treatment  of  subinvolution,  and  the  many  pains  and  aches 
that  accompany  it  or  are  due  to  it 

Caulophyllum  is  an  excellent  remedy  for  that  insomnia  which  is  so 
common  and  many  times  so  intractable  in  so-called  nervous  women. 
Many  of  these  people  have  disturbing  bladder  troubles,  urethritis, 
nephritis,  and  even  albuminuria,  that  are  greatly  benefited,  if  not 
radically  cured,  by  caulophyllum. 

Epilepsy  due  to  menstrual  or  ovarian  wrongs,  and  ovarian  diseases 
of  sundry  kinds,  acute  and  chronic,  yield  rapidly,  many  times,  to  the 
administration  of  specific  caulophyllum.  It  has  been  highly  recom- 
mended for  rheumatic  and  muscular  pain,  especially  when  occurring 
in  pregnant  women,  or  in  the  extremities,  as  in  the  fingers  and  toes. 
Caulophyllum  has  been  commendably  praised  as  a  remedy  in  certain 
cases  of  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  whooping-cough,  etc.  In  these  trou- 
bles its  curative  effect  is  exerted  especially  through  its  kindly  action 
upon  the  nervous  system.  It  receives  its  meed  of  praise  as  a  remedy 
in  orchitis,  especially  if  it  be  of  rheumatic  origin.  It  is  here  a  rival 
of  Pulsatilla  and  of  Phytolacca. 
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Caulophyllum  has  no  superior  as  a  so-called  tonic  in  those  cases  of 
general  debility  so  frequently  found  in  women  who  are  broken  down 
physically,  and  especially  sexually,  and  who  complain  always  of  pain, 
heaviness,  and  weakness  in  the  lower  extremities.  In  some  way  or 
other,  caulophyllum  gives  them  new  life. 

Leontin,  so  well  known  to  members  of  the  Eclectic  school,  is  a 
standardized  one  percent,  solution  of  the  active  principle  of  caulo- 
phyllum. It  is  not  a  mixture,  and  Prof.  Lloyd  wrote  a  scientific  de- 
scription of  it  years  ago.  Leontin  is  an  excellent  concentrated  repre- 
sentative of  the  crude  drug.  Its  efficiency  has  been  testified  to  by 
thousands  of  physicians  who  have  used  it.  Of  specific  medicine  cau- 
lophyllum, from  ten  drops  to  one  drachm  may  be  added  to  four  fluid 
ounces  of  water,  and  of  the  mixture  the  dose  is  a  teaspoonful  repeated 
•every  one  to  two  hours,  or  oftener.  w.  e.  b. 


ST1CTA    PULMONARIA. 

This  remedy  is  of  homoeopathic  origin,  and  is  one  in  which  the 
late  Prof.  Scudder  had  great  faith.  The  chief  indication  upon  which 
he  based  its  prescription  was  pain  in  the  back  and  shoulders,  extend- 
ing up  through  the  neck  to  the  back  of  the  head.  No  matter  what  the 
disease,  when  this  peculiar  pain  is  present,  sticta  is  the  remedy. 

We  find  it  peculiarly  applicable  to  many  cases  of  rheumatism,  to 
bad  colds,  and  to  chest  troubles.  It  is  one  of  the  remedies  we  altcayt 
consider  when  about  to  prescribe  for  cough.  It  is  especially  effective 
in  many  cases  of  chronic  cough.  Prof.  Webster  places  particular 
stress  upon  its  value  as  a  remedy  when  the  cough  is  dry,  rasping, 
wheezing,  persistent ;  especially  in  the  hay  fever  cough  so  common 
in  many  parts  of  the  country  in  July  and  August 

It  is  frequently  an  efficient  remedy  in  nasal  catarrh,  when  it  is  ac- 
companied by  the  above  named  sjmptoms.  We  use  it  frequently 
with  bryonia  in  bronchitis  and  other  chest  diseases.  The  dose  of 
sticta  is  a  teaspoonful  of  a  mixture  of  from  five  to  ten  drops  of  the 
specific  medicine  in  four  fluid  ounces  of  water.  This  amount  may  be 
given  every  half  hour  to  two  hours.  b. 


TINCTURES  FROM  FLUID  EXTRACTS. 

The  practice  of  preparing  official  tinctures  by  simple  dilution  of 
fluid  extracts  is  a  growing  one.  and  yet  it  can  not  be  condemned  too 
severely,  for  the  resultant  products  neither  physically  nor  therapeu- 
tically are  what  they  should  be.  If  the  fluid  extracts  could  be  so  pre- 
pared as  to  contain  identically  the  same  proximate  principles  and  in 
exactly  alike  relative  proportions,  there  could  be  no  valid  objection  to 
the  practice ;  but  this  avowedlv  is  not  the  case.  And  even  were  it 
possible  to  extract  a  drug  completely  by  means  of  a  menstruum  iden- 
tical with  that  of  the  corresponding  tincture,  the  fluid  extract  would 
materially  differ  in  properties  because  of  the  changes  brought  about 
by  virtue  of  the  greater  degree  of  concentration  of  the  liquid.     This 
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has  been  fully  demonstrated  by  the  classical  researches  of  J.  U.  Lloyd, 
which  have  shown  that  even  the  every-day  changes  in  temperature 
deleteriously  affect  the  composition  of  fluid  extracts,  even  those  in 
sealed  packages. 

Fluid  extracts,  as  a  distinctive  class  of  galenicals,  are  perfectly 
legitimate  preparations  and  fill  a  place  in  therapeutics ;  but  as  isolated 
proximate  principles  never  can  represent  a  drug,  so  in  a  majority  of 
cases,  diluted  fluid  extracts  are  far  from  identical  with  tinctures  made 
directly  from  the  crude  material.  It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  the 
relative  costliness  of  making  tinctures  by  diluting  extracts,  but  we  de- 
sire to  emphasize  the  fact  that  no  conscientious  and  painstaking  phar- 
macist, after  being  advised  of  his  error,  will  continue  to  place  mere 
convenience  above  duty  to  physician  and  patron. — Western  Druggist. 

What  the  Western  Druggist  says  of  the  old  school  tinctures  applies 
with  far  greater  force  to  Homoeopathic  tinctures  which  are  almost  en- 
tirely made  from  the  fresh  plant— the  fresher  the  plant  the  better  the 
tincture — and  to  use  these  uncertain,  diluted  extracts  for  Homoeo- 
pathic tinctures  is  a  great  wrong. — Homoeopathic  Recorder. 

If  the  above  is  true  of  old  school  tinctures,  and  few  persons  will 
deny  it,  and  is  also  true  of  Homoeopathic  mother  tinctures,  that  are 
less  than  half  the  strength  of  Eclectic  specific  medicines,  how  careless 
are  Eclectics  who  permit  themselves  to  be  imposed  upon  by  diluted 
fluid  extract  advocates. 


POLYPHARMACY. 

"There  is  a  commendable  and  growing  tendency  to  avoid  poly- 
pharmacy. A  doctor  soon  comes  to  know  a  good  tincture  if  ordered 
separately,  and  if  in  combination  no  amount  of  training  would  give 
an  analytical  nose  or  eye.  Furthermore,  a  doctor  who  realizes  his 
limited  knowledge  of  pharmacy  will  learn  to  seek  reliable  drugs  and 
depend  upon  the  druggist  for  reliable  preparations,  and  so  the  proper 
relation  between  the  two  professions  will  be  established.  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  the  time  has  forever  passed  when  the  doctor  may  be 
expected  to  gather  his  crude  drugs,  or  even  know  them  on  sight  In- 
deed the  entire  type  of  prescriptions  has  changed  in  the  past  ten 
years,  and  a  stock  of  drugs  that  would  have  served  then  would  be 
quite  insufficient  now. — Annual  Report  Phila.  College  of  Pharmacy, 
January,  1897,  page  76. 

To  which  may  be  added  that  twice  ten  years  ago  Eclectic  physicians 
knew  all  this  and  more.  While  their  old  school  rivals  were  content 
to  take  anything  under  heaven,  providing  the  bottle  was  large  and 
the  price  small,  Eclectics  insisted  on  pure  remedies  and  reliable  phar- 
macists. Yes,  brother  Alumni  of  the  Philadelphia  College,  you  are 
right  when  you  speak  in  behalf  of  pure  remedies,  you  are  right  when 
you  oppose  mixtures ;  you  are  not  only  right,  but  right  on  Eclectic 
ground,  that  we  have  been  abused  for  maintaining  for  over  twenty 
years.  In  one  thing  you  are  wrong,  however ;  you  will  have  to  go 
back  twice  twenty  years  to  reach  the  period  that  found  true  Eclectics 
using  trade  mixtures  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  polypharmacy. 
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••CONVERSATIONS  ON  ANIHAL  LIFE." 

Our  readers  will  surely  be  glad  to  know  that  a  book  designed  for 
popular  reading  is  now  going  through  press ;  a  book  written  by  Dr. 
Howe  several  years  before  his  death.    It  was  written  for  young  folks 
from  9  to  18  years  of  age,  but  we  predict  that  many  older  people  will 
enjoy  reading  it     The  book  abounds  in  scientific  information ;  and 
of  course  the  diction  is  good,  and  the  substance  interesting.     The 
name  "Howe"  insures  that  fact     We  hope  to  give  the  work  an  ex- 
tended review  in  the  coming  Journal,  and  we  promise  the  many  friends 
of  Prof.  Howe  a  treat.     We  shall  give  many  characteristic  extracts, 
such  as  for  twenty- five  years  graced  these  pages  over  the  letter  "h," 
and  will  carry  the  reader's  mind  back  to  one  who  knew  how  to  use 
both  the  pen  and  knife  for  the  good  of  his  fellow  man. 

JOURNAL  BILLS.  * 

As  is  our  usual  custom,  we  enclose  loose  bills  for  current  subscrip- 
tions due,  in  each  Journal,  beginning  with  the  April  issue.  We  also 
send  bills  by  mail  to  all  in  arrears  in  October  and  December.  These 
bills  usually  meet  with  a  prompt  response.  A  very  few  object — claim 
the  Journal  was  not  received,  or  not  ordered,  &c.  We  don't  want  to 
force  the  Journal  on  any  ona  A  simple  postal-card  request  to  stop 
the  subscription  is  all  that  is  necessary,  and  the  subscriber's  name 
will  be  erased,  if  all  arrearages  are  paid. 

Frequently  a  subscriber  may  wish  to  present  a  year's  subscription 
to  a  friend  who  may  be  interested  in  Eclecticism ;  for  such  purpose 
we  will  send  the  Journal  one  year  on  trial  for  one  dollar. 

The  subscription  price  of  the  Journal  is  $2.00  per  annum ;  two  years 
for  $3.60 ;  or  three  years  in  advance,  $5.00. 

THE    COLLEGE.  * 

The  students  matriculating  the  past  month  have  raised  the  present 
total  registration  slightly  beyond  that  of  the  same  period  last  year. 
The  class  of  1901,  while  less  in  number,  is  made  up  of  good  material, 
and  shows  good  work.  Correspondence  in  regard  to  the  next  session 
is  already  progressing,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  College  will  be  pleased 
to  outline  a  course  of  home  reading  for  those  who  are  preparing  to 
enter  on  Sept  19,  1898  (class  of  1902). 

Statistics  from  19  of  the  foremost  four-year  colleges  show  that  the 
freshman  classes  in  the  lengthened  college  course  were  smaller  in 
size,  but  better  in  quality,  and  succeeding  this  the  classes  increased 
about  25  per  cent,  each  year.  The  percentage  of  college  and  high- 
school  graduates  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  has  increased  largely 
in  the  past  seven  years.  Preceptors,  give  us  good  material,  and  the 
old  Institute  will  make  well  qualified  physicians. 

mPORTANT.  ~* 

Not  without  surprise  and  pleasure  do  we  find  that  pharmacists 
have  entered  enthusiastically  into  the  list  of  subscribers  to  the  King 
Monument  Fund.  Many  Eclectic  physicians  have  neglected  as  yet 
to  subscribe ;  the  time  will  soon  expire. 
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BOOK    NOTICES. 


The  Living  Age  :  A  Weekly  Magazine.  Issued  every  Saturday  by 
The  Living  Age  Company.  Box  6206  Boston,  Mass.  $6.00  per 
annum. 

The  Living  Age,  which  has  appeared  with  never-failing  regularity 
for  nearly  two  generations,  reflects  as  faithfully  as  ever  the  age  in 
which  we  live.  It  is  composed  of  the  best  articles  of  the  best  periodi- 
cals, reproduced  without  abridgement,  and  is  as  much  superior  to  any 
of  them  as  the  master-piece  of  the  Grecian  artist  was  to  any  of  the 
beautiful  women  who  furnished  each  some  particular  charm  for  the 
representation  of  perfect  beauty. 

The  present  will  prove  an  exceptionally  good  time  to  subscribe  for 
this  unique  magazine,  for  the  publishers  announce  that  to  all  new 
subscribers  for  the  year  1898,  the  weekly  numbers  of  1897,  issued  after 
the  receipt  of  their  subscriptions,  will  be  sent  free. 


Constipation  of  Adults  and  Children.  By  H.  Illoway,  M  D,  Pub- 
lished by  the  Macmillan  Co.,  New  York.  8vo.  496  pages.  Price 
$4.00. 

The  author  of  this  book  has  supplied  a  much  needed  work  upon  the 
subject  of  constipation.  The  frequency  and  unpleasant  complications 
of  this  pathological  condition  make  a  demand  for  a  reliable  and  in- 
structive treatise  thereon ;  such  is  found  in  this  book.  The  writer 
first  gives  a  description  of  the  anatomy  of  the  intestines,  and  of  all 
the  organs  of  the  body  concerned  in  constipation,  illustrating  each 
with  properly  designed  cuts.  Some  of  the  physiological  actions  of  the 
bowels  are  noticed ;  following  this,  the  different  forms  of  constipation 
are  explained  at  length,  together  with  their  causes,  to  which  the  writer 
has  given  special  attention. 

The  symptomatology,  diagnosis,  prognosis,  and  consequences  of 
constipation  are  all  discussed,  and  much  useful  information  appended. 
The  author  makes  the  book  more  instructive  by  frequent  reports  of 
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cases  illustrating  the  pathological  conditions  which  result  from  con- 
stipation ;  many  of  these  reports  are  from  post  mortem  examinations. 
The  treatment  is  quite  exhaustive,  embracing  habit,  diet,  exercise, 
massage,  hydrotherapy,  electricity,  and  medicines.  Very  complete 
directions  are  given  for  treatment  by  massage,  hydrotherapy,  and 
electricity.  The  medical  treatment,  while  not  Eclectic  in  any  sense, 
is  very  modern  allopathy  toned  down,  and  in  quantity  is  quite  ex- 
haustive, and  many  favorite  prescriptions  from  prominent  physicians 
are  given.  The  part  devoted  to  constipation  in  infants  and  children 
embraces  over  a  hundred  pages,  and  is  full  of  information  and  pracj 
tical  suggestipna  J.  a.  & 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Sexual  Disorders  of  the  Male  and  Female. 
By  Robert  W.  Taylor,  M.  D.,  Clinical  Professor  of  Venereal  Dis- 
eases in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York.  8vo. 
448  pages,  75  illustrations,  and  8  plates  in  color  and  monochrome. 
Cloth,  $a00  net  Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia, publishers. 

The  volume  at  hand  treats  of  the  proper  regulation  of  the  sexual 
function  in  both  sexes,  which,  the  author  claims,  is  a  subject  much 
neglected  by  the  general  practitioner. 

The  writer  discusses  impotence,  sterility,  azo-ospermatism,  prostatic 
affections,  masturbation,  spermatorrhoea,  varicocele,  onanism,  sexual 
perversion,  vegetations  of  the  vulva,  vulvar  ulcers,  and  ends  with  a 
chapter  on  "A  peculiar  new  growth  of  the  vulva." 

This  interesting  work  covers  a  wide  and  useful  field,  and  will  do 
much  to  aid  the  physician  in  rescuing  his  patrons  from  the  "lost  man- 
hood" sharks.  l.  w. 


Essays  on  Social  Topics.     By  Lady  Cook.    12mo,  cloth,  60  cets.  The 
Roxburgh  Press,  Westminster,  London,  England. 

Lady  Cook,  nee  "Tennessee  ClafHin,"  is  well  known  in  America  as 
a  lecturer  and  writer  on  social  topics.  Since  she  became  "Lady  Cook" 
she  has  not  decreased  her  earnestness  in  behalf  of  reform,  and  in  her 
English  home  she  pursues  the  crime  fiends  who  debase  humanity  and 
discredit  man.  In  this  book  her  words  are  as  plain  as  they  are  true, 
and  the  moral  leper  who  stalks  unblushingly  in  the  community  is  not 
less  roughly  handled  than  is  the  insidious  fiend  who  debauches  our 
loved  ones,  and  brings  misery  to  our  homes. 

Whether  the  conclusions  at  which  Lady  Cook  arrives  agree  with  the 
ideas  of  the  reader,  will  perhaps  depend  largely  upon  the  social  posi- 
tion morally  of  the  reader.  Since,  however,  her  aim  is  to  protect  the 
home  circle,  to  encourage  chastity  in  men  and  women,  to  elevate  the 
depraved  and  prevent  crime,  those  who  are  opposed  to  her  principles 
will  probably  consider  this  book  an  improper  book  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  young  people.  But  the  facts  stated  in  the  book  are  potent 
to  those  who  are  confronted  with  the  vices  of  society ;  and  if  the  many 
object  lessons  given  in  this  volume  could  save  one  young  girl  from 


LOOK  FOR  THE  QREEN  LABEL, 

"Green  Drug" 

Fluid  Extracts. 

The    highest   type    of    Fluid    Medicines. 

A  Novelty— la  What? 

In   the   recognition   of   the   fact  that  certain  drugs,  containing 
Volatile  constituents  upon  which  their  therapeutic  value  depends,  lose 
their  medicinal  properties  in  the  process  of  drying,  or  through  long 
cr  imperfect  storage. 
Jn  all  such  cases. 

We  use  the  green  or  fresh  root,  bark  or  plant,  gathered  es- 
pecially for  us  when  in  their  prime. 
Some  kinds  are  prepared  fresh; 

Others  partially  or  wholly  dried; 

/Jut  all  gathered  especially  for  our  Laboratory ;  carefully  handled 
and  immediately  prepared  into  Fluid  Extracts.  The  menstruum 
employed  is  Alcohol  selected  for  strength  and  purity,  whereby  the 
non-medicinal  elements  are  rejected  and  the  liability  to  deterioratioo 
avoided.  • 

Fluid  Extracts  thus  prepared  are  perfect  representatives  of  the 
drugs  from  which  they  are  made. 

They  are  clean. 

They  are  sightly. 

They  are  easily  dispensed. 

They  are  therapeutically  reliable. 

Old,  shop- worn  or  worm-eaten  drugs,  however  carefully  manipu- 
lated, will  not  yield  a  satisfactory  product,  and  when  made  with 
weak  alcohol  and  water,  or  with  wood  spirit  as  a  menstruum,  is  it 
any  wonder  that  commercial  Fluid  Extracts,  as  a  class  are  termed 
by  a  leading  medical  writer — the  "Great  American  Fraud?" 

Watch  your  fluid  extracts. 

Merrell's  Fluid  Extracts  from  fresh,  choice  drugs  are  powerful  in- 
struments for  good  in  the  hands  of  the  observant  physician. 

All  wholesale  druggists  will  supply  them. 
Please  write  "Merrell's"  on  your  orders. 

THE  WM.  5.  MERRELL  CHEMICAL  CO., 

CINCINNATI.  AUottfacturiif  Chemists.  NEW  YORK* 

Sole  Manufacturer*. 
BstaMlsM  tf  years. 


JOURNAL  ADVERTISER. 


Hypnotic,       Anti-Spasmodic.         Anti-Neuralgic. 

CORDIAL 

JrA>0MLA>liJNiL  X  A* 


MEBBELL 


This  preparation  contains  all  the  active  medicinal  constituents  of 
Passiflora  incarnata  in  a  concentrated  form,  and  is  the  result  of  an  ex- 
tended investigation  in  our  laboratory.  It  is  the  most  eligible  form  for 
exhibiting  the  valuable  properties  of  the  drug,  since  from  it  we  have 
sneeeeded  in  eliminating  the  inert  principles  invariably  present  in  the 
ordinary  preparations  of  the  market 

CORDIAL  PAB-CARHATA 

Is  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  treatment  of  nervous  affections 
attended  with  congestion  of  the  cord  and  ganglionic  centers.  As 
a  soporific  without  narcotic  action,  and  as  an  anti-spasmodic  and 
anti-neuralgic,  it  is  without  an  equal  Its  action  is  between  that  of 
morphine  and  chloral  hydrate,  but  it  does  not  depress  the  system 
nor  derange  the  stomach.  It  is  devoid  of  danger,  non-poisonous, 
and  may  be  given  in  any  case  where  sleep  is  needed.  It  is  the 
remedy,  par  excellence,  in  infantile  convulsions,  in  diarrheas  of  chil- 
dren, and  in  nervous  affections  of  the  aged  and  infirm.  In  nervous 
or  sick  headache,  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  in  sleepless- 
ness of  typhoid  and  other  fevers,  as  well  as  from  overwork  so  corn- 
mon  among  professional  and  business  men,  it  will  produce  a  quiet 
and  dreamless  sleep,  and  at  the  same  time  prove  a  permanent  tonic 
to  the  nervous  system. 

CORDIAL  PAS-CARNATA 

Is  reoommended  in  cases  where  opium  and  its  preparations, 
the  bromides,  chloral,  etc,  can  not  be  given,  or  are  not  well  borne, 
and  where  it  is  undesirable  to  lock  up  the  secretions.  It  is  recom- 
mended in  tetanus,  cerebral  pain,  hysteria  of  women,  dysmenor- 
rheas, tic  douloureux,  accelerated  respiratory  movement,  pain  in 
the  rectum,  neuralgia  of  the  heart 

CORDIAL  PAS-CARN  ATA 

Is  prepared  for  physicians'  prescriptions  only,  and  not  for 
popular  sale.  Printed  matter  with  extended  notes  furnished  to  the 
medical  profession  only.  Sample  supplies  without  charge  on  pay- 
ment of  expense  of  delivery. 

CORDIAL  PAS-CARNATA 

May  be  ordered  of  our  New  York  office,  No.  96  Maiden  Lane, 
of  Geo.  C  Goodwin  A  Co.,  Boston,  and  the  home  office  in  Cincin- 
nati.   In  ordering  or  prescribing,  please  specify 

"Cordial  Pas-Carnata,  Merrell." 
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betrayal  and  ruin,  or  one  young  man  from  immorality  and  crime,  it 
were  well  that  a  multitude  who  have  no  need  for  its'  burning  words 
should  read  its  pages  and  become  acquainted  with  facts  which,  ac- 
cording to  this  class  and  some  others,  should  be  kept  away  from  the 
innocent. 

This  book  can  not  be  pleasant  readirijg  to  thousands  of  men  who 
recognize  their  true  position  as  social  hypocrites,  and  who  surely  do 
not  care  to  have  such  books  as  this  read  by  those  upon  whom  they 
prey,  and  who  might  be  warned  thereby.  j.  u.  l. 


American  Text-Book  of  Operative  Dentistry.  In  Contributions  by 
eminent  authorities.  Edited  by  Edward  C,  Kirk,  D.D.S.  Illus- 
trated with  751  engravings.  800  pages,  cloth,  $5.50.  Lea  Bros. 
&  Ca,  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 

This  volume  is  the  companion  work  to  the  "American  Text-Book  of 
Prosthetic  Dentistry."  It  is  essentially  a  new  departure  in  textbooks 
on  operative  dentistry.  It  is  a  complete  work,  the  various  articles 
being  contributed  by  the  leading  members  of  the  profession,  espe- 
cially chosen  for  their  proficiency  in  their  respective  subjects.  Tke 
list  of  contributors  includes  such  well  known  names  as  Professors  Ed- 
win T.  Darby,  C.  N.  Pierce,  Louis  Ottofy,  S.  H.  Guilford,  H.  H. 
Burchard,  J.  D.  Thomas,  and  others.  The  different  subjects  have 
been  treated  in  a  thorough  and  exhaustive  way,  and  the  work  will  no 
doubt  take  rank  as  the  leading  text-book  on  operative  dentistry.  The 
sections  on  "Dento- Alveolar  Abscess, "  and  the  "Extraction  of  Teeth, " 
are  exceptionally  good,  and  would  no  doubt  prove  instructive  and 
profitable  to  those  physicians  who  have  to  deal  with  these  subjects  in 
their  practice.  p.  b.  s. 

Urinalysis — A  Guide  for  the  Busy  Practitioner.  By  Heinrich  Stern, 
Ph.  D.,  M.  D.  E.  R  Pelton,  Publisher,  129  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York.     Price,  75  cts, 

A  handy  booklet  of  61  pages  printed  only  on  one  side  of  the  paper. 
It  embraces  directions  for  physicians'  laboratory ;  general  character- 
istics of  normal  urine ;  testing  for  and  determining  the  normal  and 
the  more  important  abnormal  constituents  of  urine;  microscopical 
examination  of  chemical  and  anatomical  bodies  to  be  found  in  urine, 
this  latter  section  being  well  supported  by  good  illustrationa  Recent 
methods  are  introduced,  as,  for  example,  the  test  for  albumen  by 
Purdy's  method,  Haines'  test  for  sugar,  etc. 

The  name  of  the  substance  to  be  identified  or  determined  is  in  heavy- 
face  type,  and  the  re-agents  or  the  methods  employed  are  in  the  form 
of  conspicuous  head- lines.  While  the  most  important  methods  of  uri- 
nalysis are  touched  upon,  perhaps  the  Biuret  test  for  peptones  or  Mo- 
lisch's  test  for  grape  sugar  may  be  enumerated  among  those  omitted. 
Commendable  stress  is  laid  upon  the  tests  distinguishing  between 
mucin  and  albumin.    Orthography  is  sometimes  at  fault,  but  in  a 
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concise  book  like  this,  a  degree  of  allowance  will  have  to  be  made  in 
this  direction.  In  our  opinion,  directions  should  have  been  given 
concerning  the  preparation  of  Fehling's  solution  in  separate^liquids,  so 
as  to  avoid  making  it  anew  every  time  a  test  is  to  be  made.  We  would 
criticise  the  fact  that  there  is  no  alphabetical  index.  These  faults  are 
trivial,  however.  The  book  will  prove  a  useful  guide*  for  students 
and  busy  practitioners,  and  can  be  recommended.  j.  c.  u 


Every  physician  who  uses  electricity  should  send  for  a  copy  of  the 
Electro-Therapeutist,  a  monthly  journal  devoted  to  electro  therapeu- 
tics for  the  general  practitioner.  Write  the  editor,  Wm.  F.  Howe, 
M.  D.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  mentioning  this  journal,  and  he  will  send 
you  sample  copies  gratis. 


COLLEGE   AND   SOCIETY  NOTICES. 


The  Kentucky  Eclectic  Medical  Association  will  hold  its  annual 
meeting  at  Paducah,  on  Nov.  16  and  17,  1897,  and  the  committee  of 
arrangements,  very  urgently  request  a  full  attendance  and  hearty  co- 
operation in  making  the  meeting  a  success  and  creditable  to  Eclectics 
and  Eclecticism.  It  is  the  design  of  this  meeting  to  embrace  all  Ec- 
lectic physicians  in  the  State,  and  especially  do  we  urge  all  such  to 
make  the  sacrifice  necessary  to  be  present.  We  want  to  know  one 
another,  and  to  be  in  touch  and  ready  for  future  work  in  the  State* 
Prof.  John  Uri  Lloyd,  author  of  Etidorhpa,  will  read  from  unpub- 
lished manuscripts,  in  literary  lines,  and  will  be  the  feature  of  the 
evening  entertainment  on  the  16th. 

To  our  homoeopathic  brethren,  who  have  always  been  our  friends, 
and  with  whom  we  desire  closer  co  operation  throughout  the  State  in 
the  future,  we  extend  a  hearty  welcome,  and  cordially  invite  them  to 
meet  with  us  and  take  part  in  the  proceedings. 

The  Palmer  House,  a  first  class  hotel  in  every  respect,  will  be  our 
headquarters.  Rates  f 2.00  per  day.  The  meetings  will  be  held  in 
Elk  Hall,  which  is  newly  equipped  and  perfectly  adapted  in  size  and 
other  respects  for  the  meetings,  and  situated  one  and  a  half  squares 
from  the  Palmer  House.  The  I.  C.  R.  R.  has  kindly  granted  a  rate 
of  one  and  one  third  fare,  on  the  certificate  plan,  to  those  out  of  the 
city.  G.  T,  Fuller,  Chm'n  Com.,  Lowes,  Ky. 


The  regular  semi- annual  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society 
of  Maine  will  be  held  at  Hotel  Johnson,  in  Gardner,  Me.,  Wednes- 
day, Dec.  9,  1897,  at  10  a.  m.  Subject  for  discussion,  "Subinvolution 
as  an  Etiological  Factor  in  Uterine  Diseases,"  opened  with  an  essay 
by  William  Collins  Hatch,  M.  D.,  New  Sharon,  Me. 

W.  C.  Hatch,  M.  D.,  Cor.  Sec'y,  New  Sharon. 
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"OUR  SPECIFIC  MEDICINES  are  to-day, 
as  they  always  have  been  and  always  will  be,  the 
BEST  MEDICINES  in  the  world,  and  the  foundation 
stones,  upon  which  the  superstructure  of  Eclectic 
Medicine  has  been  built,  and  upon  which  it  rests 
unshaken."  editorial,  from  b.  m.  journal* 
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JOURNAL  ADVERTISER. 


ASEPSIN      SOAP 


ig  sjan  anecuons  it  may  oe  usea  ireeiy  wna  muna 
sa,  eesematous  eruptions,  herpes,  psoriasis,  prurigo, 
,  pruritic  condition*,  parasitic  diseases,  as  scabies,  for 
moral  of  pediculi.    A  dean  skin  is  necessary  in  any 


MEDICINAL  USES  OF  ASEPSIN  SOAP. 

FOB  THE  SKIN.  —  The  antiseptic  qualities  of  Asepsin  and  Borate  of  Sodium  make  this  soap  de- 
sirable for  the  preservation  of  the  dermal  tissues,  and  to  remove  and  prevent  cutaneona  blem- 
ishes. It  is  valuable  for  roughness  of  the  skin,  acne,  comedones,  milium,  blotches,  excessive 
greasiness  of  skin,  for  softening  and  proven  ting  roughness  and  chapping  of  the  hands.  It  cor- 
rects abnormalities  of  the  sebaceous  glands,  thereby  regulating  the  lubrication  of  the  akin,  and 
is  further  useful  to  repair  dermal  tissues  when  they  nave  been  subjected  to  the  deleterious  action 
of  chalks  and  cosmetic  lotions. 

CUTANEOUS  DISEASES.— For  the  following  akin  affections  it  may  be  used  freely  with  marked 
benefit:    Acne  vulgaris  et  rosace, seborrhoea,  -—..--  «. — »-- «- .— 

Sphilitic  eruptions,  dermatitis,  ulcerations,  pi 
e  relief  of  rhus  poisoning,  and  for  the  removal  of  pediculi, 
course  of  medication,  and  Asepsin  Soap  is  a  rational  cleanser. 

DC  SURGKBY.  —  The  surgeon  will  find  it  valuable  for  cleansing  the  patient  as  well  as  the  opera- 
tor's hands,  sponges,  and  instruments.  For  its  cleansing  and  antiseptic  effects  it  may  be  em- 
ployed in  wounds  of  all  kinds,  chilblains,  bed  sores,  ulcerations,  pustules,  and  for  removing 
offensive  and  irritating  discharges,  and  as  a  foot  wash. 

DC  GYNAECOLOGY. -It  is  useful  in  all  irritating  and  offensive  discharges  concomitant  to  diseases 
of  females,  giving  rise  to  pruritic  and  inflammatory  conditions.  Leucorrhoea,  simple  vaginitis 
and  vulvitis,  ulcerations  and  pruritus  vulva,  are  conditions  in  which  it  is  particularly  indicated. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES.— In  the  exanthemata  it  should  be  employed  to  hasten  desquamation, 
thereby  shortening  the  period  of  contagiousness  and  hastening  convalescence. 

At  the  time  I  received  the  Asepsin  Soap,  I  was  suffering  intensely  from  pruritus  ani,  and  had 
already  tried,  with  scarcely  even  temporary  relief,  all— or  nearly  all— the  standard  remedies  for  this 
well-known  ailment  I  was  well-nigh  erased  with  the  Intolerable  Itching,  pricking,  sticking,  gnaw- 
ing, biting,  burning  pain.  I  had  been  nearly  sleepless  for  several  nights,  and  I  was  so  busily  en- 
gaged with  my  professional  work  all  day  long  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  life  was  a  burden,  and  I 
conld  get  no  rest  at  night  I  frequently  sprang  from  my  bed,  and  ran  wildly,  crazily  anywhere  ;— 
suicide  would  not  be  strange  in  auyone  in  such  a  condition 

Tour  Asepsin  Soap  I  used  without  faith,  but  with  astonishing  and  almost  Immedi- 
ate relief  and  ease.  I  think  I  have  never  before  recommended  any  special  preparation,  but 
nothing  less  than  gratitude  is  due  you  for  this  benefit,  and  that  gratitude 1  express  most  heartily 
now.  I  have  delayed  this  letter  many  weeks,  but  I  am  still  as  thankful  as  ever,  for  my  suffering  was 
of  a  kind  not  to  be  forgotten.  PAUL  T.  BUTLER,  M.  D.,  Alamo.  Michigan. 

I  have  had  for  several  years  what  I  call  winter  eczema  on  my  hands ;  commenced  using  Asepain 
Soap  last  winter  and  my  hand*  were  in  better  condition  then  than  they  have  beeu  for  a  number  of 
years.  K.  W.  CHALK  ANT,  M.  D..  Dellioutaine.  O. 

Have  been  using  Asepsin  Soap  and  find  it  ve*y  fla«*  for  cleansing  old  sores,  also  f  r  toilet  pur* 
MS.  DANIEL  A.  CHASE,  M.  D..  Cambridge  N.  Y. 

Asepsin  Soap  is  thi  so  a-.  A.  P.  «  FEW  ART.  M.  D  ,  St*w*rt«town.  W.  Vs, 

I  have  used  a  round  dozen  of  your  sosp  on  tne  small-nox  patients  at  the  pest  how.  nod  think 
It  Is  the  best  soap  I  ever  used.  W.  H.  HATCH,  M.  D.,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

PRICE,    $1.40    FEB    DOZEN. 
A  box  containing  one-fourth  dozen  cakes  will  be  sent  by  mail  poet  paid,  on 
receipt  of  50  cents. 

LLOYD    BROTHERS,    Cincinnati,  O. 
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The  New  York  Specific  Medication  Club  held  its  regular  monthly 
meeting  on  Sept  9th,  in  the  college  parlors.  W.  J.  Krausi,  M.  D„ 
Chairman,  and  J.  H.  Birkenhauer,  M.  D.,  Secretary.  Among  those 
present  were  Drs.  G.  W.  Boskowitz,  S.  A.  Hardy,  W.  J.  Krausi,  C.  W. 
Brandenburg,  J.  H.  Bell,  F.  E.  Hill,  L.  Randall,  R.  A.  Toms,  J. 
Oshlag,  O.  O.  Perine,  W.  H.  Bowlsby,  G.  W.  Salter,  L.  Adlerman, 
and  others.  Dr.  J.  H.  Bell  read  an  instructive  and  interesting  essay 
on  "Specific  Baptisia  Tinctoria,"  which  was  discussed  by  nearly  all 
of  the  members  present 

The  Eclectic  Medical  Association  for  the  State  of  Washington 
elected  the  following  officers  for  the  ensuing  year : 

President L.  C.  Whitford,  M.  D.,  Seattle. 

1st  Vice  President D.  T.  Richards.  M.  D.,  Eirkland. 

2d  Vice  President W.  M.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Montesano. 

Secretary R.  L.  Chase,  M.  D.,  Edmonds. 

Treasurer Frank  Brooks,  M.  D.,  Seatle. 

Board  of  Censors— F.  A.  Noble,  M.  D.,  Seattle;  J.  H.  McDonald, 
M.  D.,  Olympia ;  C.  W.  Mercereau,  M.  D.,  Port  Townsend. 

The  next  annual  meeting  will  be  held  in  Tacoma,  on  the  third 
Wednesday  of  September,  1898.  R.  L.  Chase,  M,  D.,  Sec'y. 

A  committee  representing  the  State  Homoeopathic,  Allopathic,  and 
Eclectic  Medical  Societies  has  issued  a  call  for  a  State  Convention  of 
the  physicians  of  the  three  schools,  to  be  held  in  Topeka,  Kansas, 
next  May.  The  purpose  of  the  convention  is  to  bring  the  different 
schools  of  medicine  in  closer  harmony  with  each  other,  and  to  advance 
their  mutual  interests. 


PERSONALS. 

Dr.  C.  F.  Lee,  of  Marysville,  Cal.,  E.  M.  I.  '78,  died  April  1,  1897. 

Prof.  A.  M.  Willard,  of  Bennett  Medical  College,  died  in  Chicago, 
Sept  16 ;  age  55  years. 

Married,  at  Laurel,  Ind ,  Dr.  Bert  Coffee,  E.  M.  L  '94,  and  Miss 
Etta  Ensminger. 

Married,  at  Cave  Springs,  Kan.,  Dr.  John  A.  Rader,  E.  M.  I.  '90, 
and  Miss  L.  Lottie  Liggett. 

Dr.  Charles  A.  DeWitt,  Bennett,  '97,  has  just  located  at  Ogontz, 
Erie  county,  O. 

Dr.  T.  L.  Gregg,  E.  M  I.  '97,  is  making  a  very  pleasant  start  at 
Lewisburg,  O. 

Dr.  D.  C.  Ayers,  E.  M.  I.  '89,  formerly  located  at  Glenville,  Ky., 
is  now  permanently  located  at  1428  Dorr  street,  Toledo,  O. 

Dr.  Paul  W.  Von  Scheliha,  E.  M  I.  '85,  has  just  returned  to  his 
old  practice  at  Williamsport,  Pa.,  after  eighteen  months  study  in  the 
clinics  of  Berlin,  Germany. 

J.  D.  McCann,  E.  M.  I.  '88,  of  Monticello,  Ind.,  dropped  in  to  in- 
spect the  college  last  month,  on  his  way  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
surgeons  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  at  Marietta. 
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Location  at  Sedalia,  Ind.,  a  town  of  200  inhabitants ;  no  other  phy- 
sician. A  good  Eclectic  is  wanted  to  take  my  place,  as  I  am  about  to 
remove  to  a  larger  city.     Address  Dr.  J.  M.  Johnson. 

Any  Eclectic  physician  who  would  like  to  step  into  a  thriving  coun- 
try practice  worth  $275  per  month  can  get  the  particulars  of  such  a 
pbce  by  writing  Dr.  O.  C.  Baud,  at  Medoc,  Mb. 

Location  at  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  also  the  medical  works,  instruments, 
medicines,  and  complete  outfit  for  practice,  belonging  to  the  late  Ma- 
ria E.  T.  Brown.  Address  R.  C  Brown,  173  Myrtle  avenue,  Fitch- 
burg, Mass. 

Dr.  N.  Herring,  of  Bremen,  Ind.,  has  sold  his  practice  to  Dr,  T.  D. 
Smith,  of  Cleveland,  and  has  moved  to  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.  Dr. 
Herring,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Bennett,  has  been  unusually  successful 
in  his  old  location,  and  we  wish  him  success  in  his  new  one. 


Fob  Sale  ob  Lease. — Best  location  for  a  medical  cure  adjacent  to 
Cincinnati.  Large  brick,  tin-roofed  house,  finely  finished.  Ever- 
green forest  trees :  soft  water ;  electric  and  steam  cars.  Address  Dr. 
Hunt,  North  End  Belmont  avenue,  College  Hill,  O. 

Erratum. — In  October  Journal,  page  547,  the  last  H  should  read : 
R— Sp,  dioscorea,  sp.  macrotys,  sp.  Pulsatilla,  aa.  3ss. 

Fl.  exl  viburnum,  esa  cinnamon,  aa. Sj. 

Syrup q.  s.  to  Siv.     M. 

Sig.— One  drachm  every  four  hours. 


READING    NOTICES. 

"If  it's  a  pill  made  by  Win.  R.  Warner  &  Co.  it's 
soluble."  There  are  only  a  few  words  in  the  above 
sentence,  yet  they  are  words  which  will  impress  all 
who  read  them.  The  theme  is  not  a  new  one.  The 
name  "Warner"  has  long  had  the  word  L 'solubility" 
associated  with  it.  While  we  congratulate  Messrs.  Wm.  R  Warner 
&  Co.  upon  the  perfect  preparation  bearing  their  name,  we  can  not 
but  state  we  don't  see  why  they  should  not  be  perfect.  Forty-one  years 
in  business  constitutes  a  period  during  which  a  progressive  house 
should  be  able  to  give  to  the  profession  perfect  preparations.  The 
pills  made  thirty  years  ago  and  exhibited  at  the  American  Medical 
Convention  in  Philadelphia,  proved  to  be  as  perfect  and  soluble  as 
the  day  they  were  made. 

Dr.  Percy  Newell,  Mem.  Brit  Med.  Ass'n,  writing,  says :  *'I  had  a 
very  obstinate  case  of  gleet  (post  gonorrhoeal)  under  my  care,  which 
did  not  show  any  sign  of  going,  and  was  beginning  to  worry  my  pa- 
tient I  had  tried  every  remedy  suggested  in  different  works  on  sur- 
gery and  therapeutics,  but  the  wretched  thing  persisted.  I  put  the 
patient  on  Sanmetto,  a  dose  three  times  daily ;  in  a  week  the  thing  was 
practically  cured.     I  shall  always  stock  Sanmetto  in  my  surgery." 
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TJ  HIGH-GRADE  bicycle  to  be  worthy  of 
'"^  its  name  should  possess  four  virtues — 
lightness,  strength,  grace  and  ease  of  running* 

The  Stearns  was  the  first  light  bicycle  in 
which  strength  and  durability  were  not  sacri- 
ficed ;  its  graceful  lines  are  copied  throughout 
the  trade  ;  its  proverbial  easy-running  qualities 
are  due  to  perfect  construction,  rigid  lines,  and 
scientific  lightness. 

It  is  just  light  enough  to  be  easy-running  ; 
just  heavy  enough  to  bear  all  wear  and  tear. 

Yellow  Fellow  Year  Book 
at  agency  or  by  mail  free. 

G.  C  Steams  &  Co., 

Syracuse,  N.  \. 

Coiwtto,  Caw.  Buffalo,  J*.  T.  Ba«  f rancteeo,  Cal. 
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WHAT  IS  NEUROSINE  ? 

NBUROSIlfS  is  a  Hypnotic  of  tried  and  approved  value.  It  possesses 
positive  advantage  over  other  Hypnotics  and  crude  solutions  of  the  Bromide 
Salts  in  rapid  and  easy  absorption,  prompt  effect,  reliable  action  and  general 
therapeutic  value ;  also  absolutely  free  from  injurious  after  effects  such  as 
result  from  the  administration  of  Opium,  Morphine  or  Chloral. 

BTBU&OBINK  facilitates  the  elimination  of  toxines  by  non-interference 
of  drainage  through  the  various  emunctories,  at  the  same  time  securing  a  quiet 
restful  sleep  or  calming  Hypnotic  effect  without  any  depression  of  the  vital 
forces.  Dioviburnia  in  combination  with  Neurosine  is  especially  indicated  in 
female  neuroses. 

NEUHOBINB  controls  pain,  relieves  cerebral  congestion  and  modifies  or 
alleviates  prostration.  In  depressed  or  excitable  conditions  of  the  nervous 
system  and  morbidly  sensitive  individuals,  Neurosine  is  indicated.  Also  in 
restlessness,  insomnia  and  all  neurotic  conditions. 

Its  Range  : — Infantile  convulsions  to  the  wildest  delirium. 

Dose— Children,  15  to  60  gtts. ;  Adults,  3i  to  3iv. 

Prescribe  original  package  (Sviii)  to  avoid  substitution. 

Complete  literature  containing  formula  with  cerebral  localization  litho- 
graph mailed  on  application. 

DIOS  CHEMICAL  CO.  St  Louis.  Mo.f  u.  8.  a. 


COMPOSITION  TO  EACH  FLUID  OUNCE. 

Ooca  ..,» ..»» .20  grs.       Baw  Palmetto. * BO  gra. 

Dnmiflna 90  grs.        Beef,  freah - 2  osa» 

Kolo  Nut, .„.♦. ....  20  gra. 

INDICATED  IN 

Physical  Decadence.  A  vitalizing  tonic  to  the  Reproductive  System. 
Especially  in  prostatic  troubles  and  sexual  impotency.  In  Gyneco- 
logical practice  largely  used  to  promote  the  growth  of  the  mammae. 
Removes  Ovarian  Pains,  Depression  and  Melancholy.  Energises  the 
Circulation.  A  diffusible  Tonic  and  Stimulant  A  dessertspoonful, 
when  on  *  is  exhausted,  acts  as  a  most  excellent  restorative,  and  gives 
a  feeling  of  rest  and  relief.    A  powerful  Aphrodisiac. 

DOSE — Dessertspoonful  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

MANUFACTURED  ONLY  BY 

Allaire,  Woodward  &  Co., 

Write  for  full  literature.  PEORIA,  ILL. 
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-  Concentrated  Antitoxin.— "Select  the  most  concentrated  strength 
of  an  absolutely  reliable  preparation,"  is  the  recommendation  of  the 
American  Fedriatric  Society.  Concentration  is  the  greatest  improve- 
ment yet  made,  in  diphtheria  antitoxin.  The  advantages  accruing 
from  the  use  of  concentrated  antitoxin  are  many  and  important.  The 
quantity  of  serum  necessary  to  inject  to  secure  a  full  curative  dose  is 
reduced,  absorption  is  completed  much  sooner,  and  the  therapeutic 
effects  obtained  six  to  ten  hours  earlier  than  with  the  weak  serums. 

Every  ccmparative  examination  of  antitoxin  has  shown  that  Mul- 
ford's  Concentrated  Antitoxin  is  the  most  highly  concentrated,  and 
produces  the  best  results. 


Touching  the  relief  of  pain  is  an  article  in  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Reporter,  by  Hugo  Engel,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  The  author  says  : 
"Antikamnia,  has  become  a  favorite  with  many  members  of  the  pro- 
fession. It  is  very  reliable  in  all  kinds  of  pain,  and  as  quickly  acting 
as  a  hypodermic  injection  of  morphia.  It  is  used  only  internally.  To 
stop  pain  one  five-grain  tablet  (crushed)  is  administered  at  once ;  ten 
minutes  later  the  same  dose  is  repeated,  and,  if  necessary,  a  third 
dose  given  ten  minutes  after  the  second.  In  90  per  cent,  of  all  cases 
it  immediately  stops  the  pain. " 

Editor  Alkaloidal  Clinic: — In  glancing  through  the  June  Clinic  I 
notice  that  you  ask  some  one  who  has  used  Maltbie's  Zomakyne  to 
tell  the  Clinic  about  it,  To  this  request  I  respond  with  great  pleas- 
ure, having  used  it  very  largely  during  the  past  three  years,  and  I 
have  yet  to  meet  with  my  first  disappointment  with  it  I  have  used 
it  in  all  forms  of  acute  and  chronic  pain,  and  always  with  good  results. 
I  can  unhesitatingly  recommend  it  as  a  substitute  for  any  of  the  coal- 
tar  preparations,  and  am  satisfied  that  any  one  who  becomes  familiar 
with  it  will  throw  aside  the  others  in  its  favor.  No  other  drug  in  my 
case  is  so  generally  useful  or  prescribed  as  frequently. 

James  A.  Fraseb,  M.  D.,  Gay  lord,  Mich. 


Doctors  : — You  want  facts  about  hypnotism. 

You  want  to  test  suggestive  therapeutics. 
You  want  the  HYPNOTIC  MAGAZINE,  10  cents  a  copy. 
$1.00  a  year,  including  premium  book  on  suggestive  therapeutics. 
Psychic  Publishing  Co.,  56  Fifth  Ave.,  Chicago. 

-.-.    OHIO  MILITARY  INSTITUTE,  °~s=r 

COLLBOB  HILL,  Overlooking  CINCINNATI. 

Specially  Healthful.    Good  Associates*    Satisfied  Parents.   Enthusiastic 
Cadets.    Masters  Graduates.    Commandant  from  the  Army. 

PREPARES  FOR  UNIVERSITY,  GOVERNMENT  SCHOOLS,  BUSINESS.    ATHLETICS  A  SPECIALTY. 
Charges  Moderate.    Table  Good.    Enter  at  any  time. 

REV.  JOHS  H.  ELY,  B#g«Bt. 
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Attention,   Physicians. 

BUY  DIRECT  FROM  THE  FACTORY,  AND  SAVE  THE  PROFIT 
OF  THE  RETAILER. 


Being  desirous  of  establishing  a  strictly  first  class  box  trade  among  phy- 
sicians, I  make  the  following  special  offers : 

No.  1— Cuban  Stogie. 

Long  filler,  hand-made,  boxes  of  100.     $1.25  a  box,  express  prepaid. 

No.  2— Rex  Stogie. 

Hand-made,  long  filler,  extra  quality,  boxes  of    100.    $1.35  per  box, 
express  prepaid. 

No.  3— Defender  Clear. 

Sumatra  wrapper,  fine  flavor,  medium  size,  boxes  of  50.    $2.00  per 
'  box,  express  prepaid. 

No.  4— La  Virginia  Cigar. 

§  inches  long,  fine  Sumatra  wrapper,  an  extra  fine  article,  boxes  of  50. 
.90  per  box,  express  prepaid. 

GEORGE   H.  MARTIN, 

1721  Central  Avenue,  Cincinnati,  O. 

OISTE    SET    ZFZR^iE. 

In  order  to  prove  to  every  physician  that  our  Dry  Cell 
Portable  Galvanic  Battery  is  the  best  in  the  market,  we 
will  give  away  one  set  of  8,  16,  24,  34  or  40  dry  cells.  Only 
one  set  given  away  to  each  physician.  You  only  pay  a 
small  price  for  the  elegant  oak  case  with  nickeled  trim- 
mings, and  plate  covered  with  hard  rubber,  and  provided 
with  Double  Selecting  Switch,  Binding  Pots,  eta,  in  which 
they  are  put  up.  A  chance  of  a  life  time.  If  you  do  not 
want  it,  send  it  back.  Send  us  a  two-cent  stamp  for  our 
Illustrated  Catalogue  of  Faradic  Batteries,  Switch  Boards, 
Cabinets,  Cautery  Batteries,  Static  Machine  for  X-Ray 
work,  Electrodes,  etc.     We  undersell  all. 

Electro-Medical  Manufacturing  Co. 

Dept.  A.  740  W.  60th  St,  Chicago,  I1L 

Wm.  A.  FISHER,  M.  D„  President.       JOHN  B.  HOFFMAN,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

CHICAGO  EYE.  Ml  M  AND  THROAT  WM 

A  Clinical  School  for  Practitioners  of  Medicine* 

Equipment  unexcelled.  Abundant  material  Clinical  instruction.  Courses 
one  month  in  duration.  Practitioners  may  enter  at  any  time.  Write  for  cata- 
logue and  information  to 

JOHN  R.  HOFFMAN,  Seo'y,  Trade  BuUdlng,  67  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago. 
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FOOD;  ITS  RELATIONS  TO  HEALTH  AND  DISEASE. 
By  Pitts  Edwin  Howes,  il,  D.v  Boston,  /lass. 

(Concluded  from  page  588.) 
THE  ASSIMILATION  AND  UTILIZATION  OF  FOOD. 

FOOD  taken  into  the  mouth  first  undergoes  mastication,  by  means 
of  which  it  is  broken  into  small  divisions  or  fragments,  thus 
render  ing  the  action  of  the  fluid  secreted  by  the  salivary  glands  to 
be  more  easily  accomplished. 

The  proper  performance  of  this  initial  stage,  in  the  process  of  good 
digestion,  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  for,  unless  the  food  is  thor- 
oughly moistened  with  the  saliva,  the  action  of  the  stomach  is  retarded 
and  in  a  degree  prevented  By  means  of  a  diastasic  ferment  in  the 
saliva,  known  as  ptyalin,  the  insoluble  starch  of  the  food  taken  is 
changed  into  soluble  dextrine,  and  afterwards  into  maltose.  When 
this  maltose[has  reached  the  small  intestine  it  becomes  converted  into 
glucose. 

A  perfectly  neutral  medium  affords  the  most  complete  change  by 
means  of  the  saliva.  Its  action  is  arrested  when  it  comes  in  contact 
with  a  strong  acid,  hence  when  the  fluids  of  the  stomach  are  decidedly 
acid  the  action  of  the  salivary  fluid  upon  the  starch  is  at  once  sus- 
pended. %  The  food,  upon  entering  the  stomach,  comes  in  contact  with 
the  acid  gastric  juice,  [and,  by  means  of  this  digestive  aid,  the  insol- 
uble albuminates  become  converted  into  soluble  peptones.  The  re- 
action of  the  gastric  juice  upon  the  albuminous  portions  of  the  food 
first  produces  a  swollen  condition,  but  finally  liquefies  them  more  or 
less  perfectly.  These  soluble  peptones  are  readily  transfused  through 
vol.  lvil — 44 
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animal  membranes.  After  being  taken  into  the  blood,  the  office  of 
the  peptone  is,  without  doubt  to  replace  the  albuminous  substances 
which  have  been  destroyed  in  the  organism. 

A  curious  and  interesting  fact  relating  to  peptones  is,  that  when 
injected  into  the  general  circulation  they  produce  a  poisonous  result 
This  has  led  to  the  inquiry  why  it  is  that  in  health  this  has  not  been 
produced  by  means  of  the  peptones  that  are  continually  being  ushered 
into  the  general  circulation.  No  satisfactory  reason  as  yet  has  been 
rendered.  As  a  rule,  peptones  are  lost  in  the  portal  blood ;  hence,  it 
has  been  thought  that  possibly  the  liver  might,  to  some  degree,  act  as 
a  protector  against  the  noxious  principles,  and  thus  prevent  their  being 
poured  into  the  general  circulation. 

Food,  after  being  reduced  to  chyme  in  the  stomach,  passes  from 
this  receptacle  into  the  duodenum  Here  it  encounters  two  other  di- 
gestive fluids,  the  bile  and  the  pancreatic  juice.  By  many  the  pan- 
creatic juice  is  regarded  as  the  most  important  agent  in  the  entire 
process  of  digestion.  Certainly  it  is  the  most  active  and  far-reaching 
of  all  the  digestive  aids.  It  contains  no  less  than  four  hydrolytic  fer- 
ments, viz :  amylopsin,  trypsin,  a  fat  splitting  ferment— steapsin,  and 
a  milk-curdling  ferment.  The  formation  of  a  fine  permanent  emul- 
sion with  fats  is  one  of  the  characteristics  of  this  agent  It  also  pro- 
duces a  digestive  action  on  all  alimentary  substances — the  albumi- 
nates, the  carbohydrates,  and  the  fata  It  changes  starch  into  dex- 
trine and  sugar  like  the  saliva,  and  produces  soluble  peptones  from 
insoluble  albuminates  as  the  gastric  juice. 

It  has  been  demonstrated  that  the  bile  plays  an  important  office  in 
the  absorption  of  fat,  and  that  large  amounts  of  fat  will  be  taken  up 
even  if  the  pancreatic  juice  is  absent  in  the  intestines,  provided  there 
is  a  large  flow  of  bile ;  should  the  bile  be  wanting,  then  the  absorption 
of  the  fatty  materials  is  largely  interfered  with,  notwithstanding  a 
large  proportion  of  the  pancreatic  secretion  is  present  Thus  we  see 
that  pancreatin  is  not  the  great  agent  in  the  absorption  of  fat  it  once 
was  thought  to  be,  and  that  the  bile  must  be  present  in  order  to  render 
it  at  all  efficacioua  The  bile,  then,  is  the  important  agent  in  the  di- 
gestion and  absorption  of  fat  It  has  a  wonderful  power  in  facilitating 
the  passage  of  fat  through  animal  membranea  When  bile  is  absent 
from  the  intestinal  secretions,  large  masses  of  undigested  fat  will  be 
found  in  the  fecal  dischargea 

In  addition  to  the  bile  and  pancreatic  juice,  the  fluid  comes  in  con- 
tact with  the  so  called  "buccus  entericus,"  or  the  secretion  of  the 
glands  that  are  found  scattered  throughout  the  extent  of  the  small 
intestine.  This  "succus  entericus"  is  supposed  to  change  maltose  in- 
to grape  sugar,  and  thus  prolong  the  diastasic  action  of  the  saliva  and 
pancreatic  juice.  It  is  also  thought  to  slowly  peptonize  fibrin.  In  all 
probability  particles  of  the  food  continue  to  be  dissolved  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  small  intestine  by  means  of  the  different  digestive  agents 
with  which  it  has  been  mixed  during  its  passage.     In  the  large  intes- 
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tine  all  digestive  change  ceases,  and  the  putrefactive  process  begins. 
The  absorption  of  fluids,  however,  goes  on  undiminished,  so  that  the 
contents  are  continually  increasing  in  consistence  as  they  are  propelled 
through  its  length  to  the  outlet. 

After  entering  the  bloodvessels  the  peptones  appear  to  undergo  a 
change.  They  are  absorbed,  to  a  large  degree,  by  the  red  blood  cor- 
puscles, and  by  a  process  of  dehydration  are  reconverted  into  a  larger 
and  more  complex  albuminous  molecule,  that  of  globulin.  The  blood- 
vessels thus  act  as  the  storehouse  for  an  albuminous  material  which 
they  transport  to  various  parts  of  the  human  system,  parting  with  it 
wherever  necessary.  A  part,  however,  of  the  peptones  seems  to  have 
another  destination ;  they  are  changed  in  the  liver,  where  they  are  re- 
tained, into  glycogen.  In  this  organ  also,  the  sugar,  which  has  been 
extracted  from  the  intestinal  canal,  is  dehydrated  and  also  converted 
into  glycogen.  Here  it  is  stored  for  a  time  and  parted  with  as  de- 
manded by  the  requirements  of  the  organism.  Hence  the  liver  is  a 
great  storehouse  for  the  carbohydrates. 

FOOD  IN  MORBID  STATES. 

We  can  now,  with  advantage,  attempt  to  understand  the  relation- 
ship which  appropriate  nutriment  bears  to  tfie  diseased  conditions. 
It  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  that  food  should  be  adjusted  to  the 
change  which  is  produced  by  disease  in  the  various  assimilating  and 
digesting  organs. 

Most  diseases,  indeed  all  that  exhibit  anything  of  a  febrile  nature, 
produce  tissue  waste,  thus  increasing  the  demand  for  extra  nutrition. 
But,  while  this  is  true,  it  is  also  equally  true  that  the  ability  to  care 
for  even  the  ordinary  food  is  much  curtailed.  Again,  the  eliminative 
processes  are  also  diminished  in  a  great  degree,  hence  in  the  exhibi- 
tion of  food  much  may  be  given  whith  can  not  be  taken  care  of,  and, 
indeed,  adds  still  more  to  the  difficulties  already  existing. 

The  liberal  administration  of  food  in  all  febrile  maladies,  is,  at  the 
present  time,  decidedly  popular,  but  it  is  a  grave  question  if,  in  many 
instances,  this  excessive  feeding  has  not  been  productive  of  harm 
rather  than  good.  It  can  not  be  questioned  that  the  indiscreet  feeding 
of  nutriment  which  is  unsuitable  in  quantity  or  quality,  or  both,  has 
worked  mischief  in  many  instances.  Not  only  is  there  a  decided  in- 
disposition to  partake  of  much  food,  but,  if  it  is  persistently  forced 
upon  the  patient,  it  fails  to  be  digested  and  assimilated,  thus  adding 
to  the  intensity  of  the  disease  and  the  uncomfortableness  of  the  pa- 
tient 

The  principal  facts  to  be  remembered  in  the  feeding  of  fevers  are 
these :  1.  With  the  high  temperature  there  is  always  present  an  in- 
creased destruction  of  the  albuminous  tissues  resulting  in  the  burning 
of  the  structural  elements  of  the  organism.  2.  Resulting  from  this 
fact,  excretion  of  urea  is  always  in  excess.  This  is  usually  passed 
away  by  the  urine,  although  it  may,  for  a  time,  accumulate  in   the 
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blood,  Carbonic  acid  is  also  frequently  increased  in  quantity.  3. 
The  destruction  of  the  fats  is  not  at  all  in  proportion  to  the  albumi- 
nates. 4.  The  functions  of  those  organs  engaged  in  the  digestion  and 
assimilation  of  food  are,  to  a  large  extent,  impaired. 

Two  principal  rules  should  always  be  remembered  when  prescribing 
food  for  fever  patients.  First,  to  give  food  to  as  great  an  extent  as 
possible,  and  safe,  that  the  excessive  waste  may  be  checked.  Sec- 
ondly, to  be  sure  that  all  food  taken  can  be  easily  absorbed  and  assim- 
ilated ;  for,  if  we  overlook  this  fact,  the  food  taken  into  the  stomach 
will  decompose,  irritating  that  organ  and  the  intestinal  canal,  thus 
adding  fuel  to  the  febrile  movement. 

We  should  take  advantage  of  all  declines  in  temperature  and  push 
the  nutrition,  as,  at  this  time,  the  digestive  apparatus  is  better  able  to 
properly  care  for  food.  We  should  never  forget  that  there  is  fre- 
quently a  tendency  to  retain  in  the  body  the  products  which  are  pro- 
duced by  the  waste  of  tissues,  and  not  give  such  food  as  would  lead, 
if  unassimilated,  to  the  increase  of  this  nitrogenous  waste.  All  who 
have  given  the  matter  serious  consideration  are  agreed  that  food  in  a 
fluid  form  is  the  most  suitable  for  fever  patients,  and  it  should  be  ex- 
hibited in  that  condition  which  is  most  easily  absorbed,  and  in  small 
quantities  frequently  repeated. 

Milk  is  one  of  the  best  foods  for  febrile  diseases.  It  is  a  complete 
food,  as  it  contains  all  the  principles  needed  by  the  body  for  its  nu- 
trition— albuminates,  fats,  carbohydrates  and  salines.  It  is  fluid, 
cheap,,  and  always  procurable.  One  objection,  it  is  true,  may  be 
urged  with  reason  against  its  use.  That  is,  while  a  fluid  outside  the 
body,  it  is  apt  to  coagulate  into  a  firm  solid  within  the  alimentary 
canal,  and  thus  pass  as  an  irritating  substance  throughout  its  entire 
length,  causing  much  irritation  and  injury.  Those  patients  who  are 
carelessly  fed  upon  milk,  without  considering  this  fact,  will  often  be 
found  to  pass  large  masses  of  undigested  curd  in  their  discharges. 

Whenever  this  condition  is  produced  all  milk  should  be  largely  di- 
luted with  boiled  water,  or  better  still,  an  effervescent  alkaline  water. 
Milk  thus  treated  can  frequently  be  absorbed  and  render  good  service 
when  pure  milk  would  be  productive  of  harmful  results.  This  diluted 
milk  is  beet  given  in  small  quantities  and  frequently.  "Two  ounces 
of  milk  and  two  ounces  of  water  would  give  the  patient  two  pintB  and 
a  half  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  a  fever  patient  requires  a  drink  every 
hour." 

Eggs,  also,  are  a  complete  food,  and  may  be  largely  used  in  febrile 
disorders.  One  of  the  best  methods  is  to  beat  the  egg  in  hot  water, 
strain,  and  then  add  a  little  light  broth,  or  clear  soup.  The  different 
meat  infusions  or  extracts  are  of  much  use  in  the  feeding  of  fevers, 
and  may  be  rendered  more  tasty  by  the  addition  of  some  of  the  vege- 
table juices. 

Fever  patients  should  be  encouraged  to  drink  freely  of  water,  remem- 
bering that  the  loss  of  this  material  is  excessive,  and  must  be  made 
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good,  or  else  harm  is  a  resultant.  It  also  provides  the  necessary  sol- 
vent medium,  in  which  the  increased  waste  products  of  the  system  are 
conveyed  outside.  During  high  temperature  iced  drinks  are  not  only 
grateful,  but  also  beneficial,  acting  as  a  refrigerant  to  a  certain  de- 
gree. Lemonade  or  other  acid  drinks  frequently  fill  a  place  which 
nothing  else  can,  and  should  not  be  forgotten.  Alcohol  may  be  needed 
in  the  adynamic  forms  of  acute  diseases  in  the  aged,  and  also  those 
of  infanta 

In  convalescence  from  all  acute  disease  much  care  should  be  taken 
in  administration  of  solid  food.  Many  instances  can  be  called  to  the 
minds  of  those  who  have  had  much  experience  when  such  indulgence 
has  resulted  in  serious  relapses  and  sometimes  in  death  itself. 

Food,  properly  given,  is  an  important  adjunct  to  the  successful 
treatment  of  disease,  and  the  physician  should  be  thoroughly  posted 
in  this  department  of  medical  progress. 


THERAPEUTIC    HINTS. 
By  Samuel  J.  Smith,  M.  D.v  Filley,  Neb. 

(Concluded  from  page  594.) 

EUPHORBIA  Hetebodoxa.— "The  milky  juice  applied  locally  to 
cure  epithelioma." 

Euphorbia  Pilulifeba. — Spasmodic  dyspnoea,  asthma,  bronchitis, 
spasmodic  coughs. 

Eucaine  Hydrochlobate. — This  is  taking  the  place  of  cocaine  in 
part,  being  less  toxic. 

Fabiana  Imbbocata  (Pichi). — Too  frequent  and  painful  urination. 
Be  sure  to  get  the  genuine. 

Febbum. — Constant  pain  in  the  left  shoulder.  Muriate  tincture  of 
iron  applied  to  warts  will  remove  them.  Give  five  to  ten  minims 
three  times  a  day  in  enuresis  nocturna ;  acetate  of  iron  in  constant, 
dull,  heavy  pain  in  the  back  part  of  the  head,  bluenees  of  the  veins, 
pale,  transparent  skin.  R — Ferrum  tartarizatum  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  grains,  aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia  one  ounce,  water  two 
pints.  Mix.  One  teaspoonf ul  three  times  a  day  in  irregular  men- 
struation. 

Formaldehyde. — From  Berlin  (Deutsche  Med.  Wochenschr.)  comes 
the  statement  by  Eosenberg  that  he  has  used  formaldehyde  in  a  new 
solution  with  gratifying  results.  The  best  known  solution  so  far  is  a 
forty  per  cent  watery  one,  known  as  formalin.  Opperman  used  a 
sixty  per  cent,  solution  in  methyl  alcohol,  which  he  called  halzin. 
Rosenberg  has  experimented  with  the  latter  solution  in  combination 
with  a  small  quantity  of  menthol,  to  do  away  with  its  irritating  prop- 
erties. This  fluid  he  calls  holzinol,  and  when  he  allowed  it  to  evapo- 
rate slowly  from  a  small  apparatus,  he  obtained  a  perfect  sterilization 
of  the  air  and  all  objects  in  the  room  without  injury.  Even  food  was 
rendered  absolutely  free  from  germs  by  it     It  had  a  favorable  influ- 
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enoe  upon  whooping  cough  in  all  stages.  When  used  in  a  solution 
as  weak  as  1-100,000  it  prevents  the  development  of  bacteria,  and  a 
solution  of  the  strength  of  1-75.000  is  germicidal 

Gaultheria. — Irritation  of  the  base  of  the  bladder  and  prostate, 
leading  to  sexual  excitement — dysuria.  Oil  gaultheria  twenty  drops 
every  three  hours  in  acute  rheumatism.  Cover  the  parts  to  exclude 
the  air.  Equal  parts  of  oil  wintergreen  and  olive  oil  applied  exter- 
nally will  relieve  rheumatic  pains. 

Gelsemium. — Rheumatism  of  the  arms ;  pains  shift  about,  worse  in 
the  evening.  Ovarian  pain.  Give  in  labor  when  no  progress  is  made, 
the  pains  running  up  the  back.  Chorea.  R — Sat.  tinct  gelsemium 
three  drachms,  quinine  sulphate  twenty-five  grains,  morphine  sulpb. 
two  grains,  tinct.  gentian  compound  four  ounces.  Mix.  Teaspoonful 
every  hour  until  four  doses  are  taken,  then  every  two  hours,  then 
three  to  four  times  a  day,  for  toothache  and  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  pair 
of  nerves.  (Joe.  Adolphus,  M.  D.)  In  hot  flashes  of  the  menopause, 
give  gelsemium  in  five  to  eight  drop  doses  every  three  hours. 

Geum  Album  is  said  to  check  vomiting  from  any  causa 

Gillenia  Trifouata. — Pale,  watery  tongue,  loss  of  appetite,  food 
causes  nausea. 

Grindelia  Squarosa. — "I  find  that  in  colds  affecting  the  eyes,  with 
soreness  when  they  are  moved,  and  muscular  tissure  also,  whenever 
there  is  soreness,  it  relieves  in  a  short  tima  I  have  been  using  it  in 
diseases  of  children  when  the  brain  was  involved,  expecially  in  deter- 
mination, and  I  like  it  much.  Its  action  on  the  nervous  system  is 
very  marked,  and  much  more  prompt  than  any  preparation  of  h)os- 
cyamus  I  have  ever  used.  The  indications  for  its  use  are  these :  a 
pale,  puffy  appearance  of  the  tissues,  enlarged  spleen,  pain  in  the 
right  or  left  side  (hypochondriac  region)  chills  and  fever,  soreness  of 
tissues,  pain  in  the  eyes  or  head,  and  determination  of  blood  to  the 
head."     (Bundy.) 

Guarana. — Menstrual  headaches,  sick  headache  or  migraine,  pale, 
expressionless  face,  eyes  dull     Chronic  diarrhoea  of  phthisis. 

Helonias. — Helonias  relieves  mental  depression  and  irritability, 
associated  with  chronic  diseases  of  the  reproductive  organs  of  women. 
Pain  and  heaviness,  with  constant  sensation  of  heat,  in  the  kidneys. 
The  condition  which  produces  albuminous  urine  is  relieved  by  helo- 
nias. "Chlorosis  and  sterility  in  the  female,  as  well  as  impotence  in 
the  male,  is  often  removed  by  five  drop  doses  three  times  a  day.  In 
females  suffering  from  pruritus  vulva,  and  the  external  labia  become 
puffed,  hot,  and  erythematous  and  burning,  helonias  will  cure ;  also 
aphthous  inflammation  of  the  vulva."  (Winterburn.) 

Hydrangea  Arborescens. — Give  drachm  doses  three  times  a  day  of 
the  fluid  extract,  continuing  for  a  length  of  time,  to  cure  renal  colic. 

Hydrastis. — One-tenth  grain  of  sulphate  hydrastine  dry  on  the 
tongue  for  the  stuffed  up  feeling  of  the  nose  from  cold  Tannate  of 
hydrastis  2x,  one-eighth  grain  doses,  or  ten  drops  of  fluid  ext.  hydras- 


THERAPEUTIC  HINTS.  647 

tis,  combined  with  syrup  lacto- phosphate  of  lime,  to  control  hemor- 
rhage from  the  lungs.  R — Tine,  hydrastis  six  ounces,  lacto  peptine 
three  drachms,  syrup  orange  one  ounce,  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  forty 
drops.  Mix.  One  teaspoonful  after  meals  in  dyspepsia,  with  sour 
stomach  and  vomiting.  An  infusion  of  hydrastis  is  said  to  have  cured 
prolapsus  uteri,  used  as  an  injection.  B — Hydrastis  pulv.  one  ounce, 
borax  pulv.  ten  grains,  chloride  sodium  ten  grains,  ferri  ferrocyanu- 
ratum  q.  b.  to  color.  M. 

Hyosctamus. — Headache  with  dizziness  and  dullness  of  vision,  roar- 
ing in  the  ears  and  throbbing  of  the  internal  carotids ;  delirium  with 
hallucinations.  Hyoscyaminas  sulphas,  one-hundredth  of  a  grain 
hypodermatically  in  puerperal  convulsions ;  repeat  in  half  an  hour  if 
necessary. 

Iodinum. — "Chancres  and  other  syphilitic  sores  may  be  promptly 
cured  by  packing  with  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  iodine  and  pure 
oxide  of  zinc.  The  two  drugs  should  be  thoroughly  incorporated  by 
the  aid  of  a  mortar.  This  compound  is  a  specific  in  all  local  syphi- 
litic lesions,  and  I  have  had  the  best  results  from  painting  the  parts 
over  with  the  same  mixed  in  pure  olive  oil."  (I.  J.  M.  Gross.)  Tinct, 
iodine  and  aqua  ammonia,  equal  parts,  will  cure  herpes  circinnatus. 
B — Tinct.  iodine,  aqua  ammonia,  collodion  (strong),  aa.  Mix.  Apply 
locally  in  lumbago,  sciatica,  rheumatism,  neuralgia,  pleurisy,  and 
over  the  mastoid  process  in  earache  of  children,  and  on  the  occiput  in 
meningitis.  Iodide  of  methyl,  in  inhalations  of  ten  minims  in  bron- 
chitis, or  where  there  is  dyspnoea  from  accumulation  of  mucus,  causes 
free  expectoration.  R — "Iodine  grains  seven,  potasssium  hydriodate 
grains  thirty-six,  aqua  one  ounce.  Mix.  Ten  drops  in  water  three 
times  a  day  has  proved  successful  in  four  cases  of  tape  worm.  R — 
Iodide  sodium  thirty  grains,  salicylate  sodium  one  drachm,  syrup 
orange  one  ounce,  water  eight  ounces.  Mix.  Teaspoonful  every  half 
hour  for  diphtheria  in  children. " 

Iodoform. — "Iodoform  one  part,  vaseline  five  pari  a  Mix.  Apply 
to  the  head  twice  a  day  and  cover  with  a  cap  of  oiled  muslin  in  men- 
ingitis." 

Lobelia. — One  drop  of  tincture  of  lobelia  in  an  ounce  of  water ;  give 
half  a  teaspoonful  in  the  colic  of  babies.  R— Tincture  lobelia,  tine. 
ipecac,  of  each  one  drachm,  tine,  aconite  ten  drops,  chloroform  five 
drops,  simple  syrup  q.  s.  to  make  eight  ounces.  Mix.  One  half  to 
one  teaspoonful  every  two  to  four  hours. 

Mangifera. — An  astringent  in  uterine  hemorrhages,  chronic  diar- 
rhoea, and  catarrhal  diseases.  "Indicated  in  children  by  bending 
backward  with  screaming." 

Magnesia  Sulphas. —  Give  five  to  ten  grains  daily  in  muscular 
rheumatism.  Give  in  doses  too  small  to  purge  three  times  a  day 
in  "hives, "  prickly  heat,  or  nettle  rash,  or  use  the  following :  R — Mag- 
nesia sulph.  one  ounce,  ferri  sulph.  one  drachm,  tincl  gentian  one 
ounce,  water  eight  ounces.  Mix.  One  drachm  every  two  hours  until 
it  physics,  then  three  times  a  day.     Less  for  children. 
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Menthol. — R — Menthol  half  a  drachm,  ether  one  ounce,  chloro- 
form five  drachma  Mix.  Use  with  hand  spray  for  local  anaesthesia. 
R — Menthol  three  grains,  boracic  acid  one  drachm,  bismuth  subnit. 
one  and  a  half  drachms,  pulv.  gum  benzoin  one  and  a  half  drachma 
Mix.  A  pinch  from  one  to  twenty  times  a  day  for  the  coryza  of  hay 
fever.  R — Menthol  ten  grains,  water  one  ounoa  M  Apply  on  band- 
ages to  burna  (EL  R.  Waterhouse.) 

Monarda  Punctata  — "One  teaspoonful  of  the  infusion  will  dis- 
guise the  taste  of  five  grains  of  quinine."  Dr.  Whitney  says,  "The 
oil  is  a  most  active  stimulant ;  three  to  five  drops  on  the  tongue  will 
be  felt  in  three  to  five  minutes  to  the  ends  of  the  fingers  and  toes.  The 
essence  is  also  very  prompt  in  its  action.  The  infusion  of  the  herb 
made  quite  strong  and  sweetened,  is  most  excellent  in  all  cases  where 
you  need  a  gentle,  kind,  and  prompt  stimulant.  The  use  of  the  horse 
mint  will  enable  the  temperance  M.  D,  to  do  away  with  alcoholic 
stimulants.    I  have  used  it  for  twenty  years ;  it  has  never  failed  me." 

Naphthaunum. — R.  Naphthalin  one  part,  lard  nine  parts.  Cures 
scabies.  R.  Naphthalin  two  drachms,  spirit  rectific.  two  ounces.  M. 
Inhale  five  times  a  day  in  hay  fever,  acute  coryza,  and  catarrh. 

Ncx  Vomica.— It  is  claimed  that  prolapse  of  the  rectum  may  be 
speedily  cured  by  the  use  of  nux  vomica  given  in  appreciable  dosea 
In  whooping  cough,  give  a  child  from  three  to  eight  drops  of  the  tinc- 
ture and  fifteen  to  an  adult  R.  Tine,  strychnia  comp.  four  drachma 
tine  cardamon  comp.  simple  syrup,  each  six  drachms.  M.  Half  a 
teaspoonful  every  three  hours  in  neuralgia.  R.  Strychnine  sulph. 
one  grain,  quinine  sulph.  one  drachm,  ferri  redaciti  fifteen  grains, 
ext.  gentian  half  a  drachm.  M.  Ft.  pil.  No.  60 ;  one  three  times  a  day 
in  neuralgia.  R.  Liq.  atropine  sulphatis  one  and  a  half  drachms, 
liq.  strychninae  hydrochloratis  sixty-five  minims,  syrupi  aurantii 
one  ounce.  M  Dr.  Donald  McAllister  prescribed  for  obstinate  noc- 
turnal enuresis  in  a  boy  of  fourteen,  five  drops  of  the  above  mixture 
in  a  tablespoon  ful  of  water  at  nine  o'clock  p.  m.  ;  no  drink  to  be  taken 
after  six  p.  m.  At  ten  p.  m.  the  boy  was  to  evacuate  the  bladder  and 
retire;  at  twelve  o'clock  and  at  six  a.  m.  he  was  to  be  awakened  to 
pass  water.  After  three  nights  the  dose  was  to  be  increased  to  ten 
drops ;  after  another  three,  increase  to  fifteen  drops,  and  so  on,  until 
he  was  taking  sixty  drops  at  a  dose.  Then  the  dose  was  diminished 
by  ten  drops  every  three  daya  At  the  end  of  nine  weeks  he  was  cured. 
Although  the  doses  are  large,  the  secondary  effect  of  the  drugs  was 
not  alarming,  and  only  slightly  inconvenient  "R.  Tine,  nux  vom., 
tine  cantharides,  of  each  one  and  a  half  drachms,  tine,  cinchona  ten 
drachms,  glycerine  one  or  two  ounces,  alcohol  q.  a  ad  one  pint,  esa 
heliotrope  to  flavor.  M  Apply  to  the  scalp  once  a  day  with  friction. 
Here  is  a  hair  tonic  that  never  fails  to  arrest  falling  of  the  hair."  (H. 
W.  Barnum,  Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.) 

Oleim  Cajeputi. — In  King's  Obstetrics  he  recommends  equal  parts 
of  oils  cajeput,  olive,  sassafras,  and  spirits  camphor.  M     To  be  ap- 
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plied  to  the  caked  breasts  of  nursing  women.  Apply  warm,  and  coyer 
with  hot  flannel  I  hare  removed  "lumps"  the  size  of  a  turkey's  egg 
when  it  would  start  the  tears  every  time  the  baby  nursed. 

Oleum  Cinnamonl — I  read  a  statement  of  experiments  to  decide  the 
relative  value  of  different  antiseptic  remedies,  and  essence  of  cinna- 
mon stood  at  the  head,  being  superior  in  strength  to  corrosive  sub- 
limate. 

Oleum  Eucalyptl — B.  Oil  eucalyptus  fifteen  minims,  spirits  cam- 
phora  one  and  a  half  drachms,  tine,  guaiac  three  and  a  half  drachms, 
glycerine  one  ounce.  M.  Ten  drops  on  sugar ;  dissolve  in  the  mouth 
every  half  hour  to  two  hours  in  acute  tonsillitis.   (C.  E.  Miles.) 

Oleum  Hedeoma. — In  caked  breasts  it  is  recommended  to  bathe 
freely  with  pure  oil  pennyroyal,  and  it  will  relieve. 

Oleum  Juniperi — R.  Lard  six  ounces,  paraffine  four  drachms,  white 
wax  one  drachm,  oil  juniper  berries  three  drachms,  Fowler's  solution 
two  drachma  M.  This  is  Howe's  juniper  pomade.  Good  in  eczema, 
itch,  and  pruritus  of  all  kinds. 

Oleum  Morrhu^e. — "R.  Cod  liver  oil  six  ounces,  glycerine  one  half 
ounce,  yelk  of  one  egg9  whisky  or  rum  sufficient  to  make  eight  ounces. 
M.  One  teaspoonf  ul  four  times  a  day,  increasing  the  dose  ad  lib. "  (Dr. 
J.  J.  Taylor.)  Add  an  equal  quantity  of  orange  syrup  to  cod  liver 
oil  to  disguise  the  taste,  and  gradually  lessen  the  amount  of  syrup. 

Oleum  Terebinthinjs. — Turpentine  is  said  to  be  a  specific  against 
mumps.  To  disguise  the  taste  of  turpentine,  Dr.  H.  C.  Wood  rec- 
ommends this  formula:  R — Olei  terebinthinse  two  fluid  drachms, 
glycerine  one  fluid  ounce,  mucil.  acaciaB  one  and  one-half  ounces, 
aqusB  menthaB  piperitee  q.  s.  ad  eight  ounces.  M.  Tablespoon! ul  every 
four  hours  during  the  day.     Shake  well. 

Oleum  Tiglii.-— R.  Croton  oil,  oil  cloves,  each  two  drachms,  olive 
oil  two  and  a  half  ounces.  M.  Apply  on  the  chest  once  a  day  until 
pustulation  appears.  (Howe.) 

Oxydendron  (Sour  wood)  cures  dropsy,  hydrocele. 

Parerira  Brava. — In  cystitis  it  corrects  the  bloody  and  mucous 
discharges. 

Petroleum  (Kerosene  oil). — Inject  one  pint  through  a  rubber  tube 
as  far  up  the  bowel  as  is  necessary  in  intussusception ;  follow  with 
one  pint  of  warm  water.     This  has  overcome  some  obstinate  cases. 

Piper  Nigrum.  — In  the  fourth  trituration  this  is  a  splendid  remedy  for 
ulcerated  sore  mouth.  If  the  disease  is  left  to  itself,  it  generally  lasts 
from  ten  to  twelve  days,  but  if  the  powder  of  pip.  nig.  be  taken  in 
the  onset,  it  is  broken  instantly.  If  little  sores  have  made  their  ap- 
pearance, a  powder  morning  and  evening  cures  them  in  two  days." 

Piscidia  Erythrina. — It  is  claimed  for  this  agent  that  it  relieves  the 
pains  of  irregular  menstruation,  and  that  in  many  cases  it  regulates 
the  flow  both  in  quantity  and  in  time. 

Pix  Liquida. — Oil  pine  tar  one  drachm,  simple  cerate  one  ounce.  M. 
Use  in  eczema,  avoiding  the  application  of  water.  Also  of  value  in 
old  sores,  ulcers,  etc. 
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The  best  Remedy  in  the  world  for  a  Lame  Back. — Take  of  the  bes* 
Burgundy  pitch  one  pound ;  heat  it  showly  in  an  open  vessel  till 
melted ;  then  add  from  one  to  four  ounces  of  spirits  of  turpentine- 
enough  to  make  the  mass  thick,  but  not  hard,  when  cooled.  Pour 
into  a  bottle,  and  when  cool  add  a  drachm  of  chloroform  to  each  ounce 
of  the  mixture.  Apply  to  the  back  by  rubbing  with  a  flannel  cloth ; 
when  the  surface  is  quite  red,  saturate  a  flannel  with  the  mixture,  and 
cover  with  thick  paper  to  protect  the  clothes ;  it  will  adhere  for  seve- 
ral days.  When  it  comes  off  renew  as  often  as  you  please.  (Dr.  J.  & 
Hamilton,  Arthur,  Ind. 

Podophyllum. — Podophyllin  is  indicated  by  pain  in  the  course  of 
the  ulnar  nerve.  R — Podophyllin,  leptandrin,  ext.  colocynth  comp., 
ext.  hyoscyamin,  of  each  one  drachm,  oil  menth.  piperita  six  drops. 
Mix.  Ft  piL  No  60.  One  for  a  laxative,  two  for  a  purgative,  and 
three  for  a  drastic  effect. 

Potassii  Acktas. — "A  saturated  solution  cures  run-rounds,  itch,  ec- 
zema of  the  feet." 

Potassii  Nitras. — R.  Nitrate  of  potassium  four  drachms,  aqua  cam- 
phor one  ounce.  AL  One  teaspoonf  ul  in  half  a  glass  of  water  every 
fifteen  minutes  until  relieved,  in  neuralgia. 

Ptelia  Trifoliata. — Tonic,  recommended  in  asthma. 

Resorcin. — "R.  Resorcin  one  part,  water  and  alcohol,  of  each  ten 
parts.  M.  Apply  to  the  head  for  dandruff."  "R— Resorcin  five 
grains,  water  one  ounce.  M.  To  be  taken  at  one  dose  in  ulcer  of  the 
stomach.  It  stopped  the  pain  at  once,  and  overcame  the  sensitiveness 
of  the  stomach  so  that  liquid  food  could  be  taken  and  retained.  Used 
in  sixteen  cases."  (Dr.  Pope  in  Chicago  Med.  Time*.) 

Rhatama.  —  Suppositories  of  rhatany  are  said  to  be  valuable  in 
discharges  af  mucus  and  pus  from  the  bowels,  also  hemorrhoids,  tis- 
sues, and  pruritus.  The  tincture  may  be  taken  internally  at  the 
same  time. 

Rheum. — Tine,  rhubarb  three  minims,  carbonate  of  magnesia  three 
grains,  tinct  ginger  one  minim.  M.  Give  two  or  three  times  a  day, 
according  to  its  effect  on  the  bowels,  for  thread  worms,  sour  smelling 
diarrhea  of  children,  irritation  of  the  stomach,  vomiting,  tongue  elon- 
gated and  reddened  at  the  tip  and  edges. 

Mr.  Julius  Simon  has  found  the  following  treatment  very  useful  in 
cases  of  obstinate  indigestion :  R — Tinctures  of  cascarilla,  cinnamon, 
gentian,  Colombo,  rhubarb,  of  each  two  drachms,  tinct.  nux  vomica 
one  drachm.  M.  Ten  to  twenty  drops  in  a  little  water  before  each 
meal. 

Rhus  Glabrcm. — It  is  claimed  that  the  use  of  this  remedy  will  so 
disinfect  the  bowels  that  the  flatus  and  stools  will  be  free  from  odor. 

Ruhex  Acetosellus. — This  drug  has  a  decided  action  upon  the  cer- 
ebro  spinal  nerves,  cerebellum,  cervical  vertebrae,  etc.  It  has  been 
used  with  happy  effects  for  several  years  past  in  the  treatment  of  all 
occipital  pains.    It  has  never  failed  in  giving  speedy  relief  to  all  stiff- 
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ness  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck  arising  from  cold.  In  an  affection  of 
this  kind,  we  make  a  local  application  of  the  tincture.  It  will  also 
cure  pains  of  an  aching  character  in  the  muscles,  known  as  the  obli- 
quuis  capitis  superior  and  the  obliquuis  capitis  inferior.  A  free  local 
application  hastens  the  cure.  I  have  used  it  thus  with  happy  effects 
for  aching  pains  in  the  atlas  and  dentata. 

Sangcinarina. — Increased  secretion  from  mucous  membranes,  tick- 
ling or  irritation  of  the  throat  with  cough,  sense  of  uneasiness  and 
burning  in  the  stomach.  Spasmodic  cough  from  laryngeal  or  bron- 
chial cough. 

Salix  Nigra. — In  acute  gonorrhoea,  with  much  erotic  trouble,  and 
in  chordee  with  great  irritation,  give  from  thirty  to  sixty  drops  of 
salix  nigra  on  retiring,  repeating  again  at  midnight  or  toward  morn- 
ing, if  needed.  Nothing  gives  more  satisfaction  than  this  remedy,  as 
it  robs  the  night  of  its  terrors,  and  leaves  no  unpleasant  consequences 
in  its  train.  In  excessive  venereal  desire,  amounting  to  satyriasis, 
this  should  be  the  first  remedy  employed,  inasmuch  as  it  controls  ve- 
nereal appetite  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  The  salix  nigra  can  be 
given  in  cases  where  the  bromides  are  considered  appropriate,  and 
likewise  where  they  would  be  inappropriate,  since  there  is  no  reflex 
effect  on  the  brain  or  nervous  system. — Chicago  Med.  Times. 

Senecio. — A  chlorotic  girl  of  eighteen  years  had  not  menstruated 
for  fifteen  months.  She  is  suffering  from  a  dry,  tormenting  cough. 
The  pulse  is  quick,  every  excitement  quickens  it  up  to  100  or  more 
beats  in  the  minute.  This  is  attended  with  headache,  disturbed  sleep, 
constipation.  The  abdomen  during  the  last  year  has  greatly  enlarged. 
After  treating  her  for  six  months  with  little  effect,  I  called  in  a  col- 
league for  consultation.  He  recommended  the  drawing  off  of  the 
fluid  as  the  only  remedy  which  still  promised  relief  The  abdomen  at 
this  time  was  as  large  as  with  a  married  woman  at  the  end  of  her 
pregnancy.  I  gave  her  senecio  aureus  1.  An  improvement  was  soon 
manifested  in  every  direction.  The  urine  was  discharged  copiously. 
The  menses  returned,  and  with  this  the  whole  ailment  was  relieved. 
Clinical  experience  has  shown  that  senecio  has  proved  very  efficient 
in  dropsy  with  largely  diminished  secretion  of  urine.  So  it  has  also 
proved  itself  effective  in  the  morbid  retention  of  the  menses,  and  in 
difficult  and  painful  menstruation,  as  also  in  uterine  hemorrhage,  in 
lochia  which  are  too  long  continued  and  copious,  in  chlorosis  and  in 
leucorrhoea. — Allg.  Horn.  Zeitung. 

Silecia. — "Valuable  to  disinfect  the  breath  caused  by  foul  stomach, 
also  to  remove  the  odor  that  arises  from  the  arm  pits  and  from  sweaty 
feet  The  sensation  of  a  hair  in  the  throat  is  relieved  by  silecia.  It  is 
also  of  value  in  night  sweats."  (Homoeopathic. ) 

Sodii  Benzoate. — "Give  ten  to  twenty  grains  every  two  hours  in 
follicular  tonsillitis. " 

Sodii  Salicylas.-"R.  Salicylate  soda  two  hundred  and  fifteen  grains, 
water  seventeen  ounces,  syrup  and  alcohol  of  each  one  and  a  half 
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drachms,  acetic  acid  one  drachm,  tine,  chloride  iron  half  a  drachm, 
oil  cloves  two  drops.  M.  Two  cardamom  seeds  should  be  macerated 
in  the  above  one  or  two  days,  then  filter.  One  ounce  four  to  six  times 
a  day  in  acute  rheumatism,  and  less  frequently  in  chronic  cases.  An 
elegant  preparation  in  which  the  taste  of  the  salicylate  can  not  be 
detected.  In  fact  the  preparation  looks  and  smells  like  wine,  and  is 
almost  as  palatable."  (Peyton  Turner  in  Med.  World.)  I  used  this 
successfully  on  a  boy  whose  legs  pained  him  so  that  he  could  not  rest 
at  night,  and  could  hardly  get  about  during  the  day. 

Sodii  Sulphas. — R.  Sulphate  soda  two  ounces,  fluid  ext.  valerian 
two  drachms,  aqua  menth.  pip.  two  ounces.  M.  One-half  ounce  in 
water  before  breakfast.  Prof.  Cohen  says  it  will  relieve  congestion  of 
the  nasal  mucous  membranes,  and  is  good  in  chronic  catarrh. 

Sorghum  Saccharatum. — "The  fluid  extract  of  broom  corn  sorghum 
in  teaspoonf  ul  doses  three  or  four  times  a  day,  is  effectual  in  relieving 
old  men  who  have  to  rise  frequently  at  night  to  void  urine — cause, 
catarrh  of  bladder. " 

Stellaria  Media. — A  new  homoeopathic  remedy  for  rheumatism. 
Give  of  the  2x  trituration  one  to  two  drops,  every  two  to  four  hours, 
according  to  the  eeverity  of  the  symptoms ;  also  apply  externally  ten 
drops  of  the  mother  tincture  to  the  ounce  of  water.  Shifting  pain  is 
the  key  note  symptom. 

Stigmata  Maidis. — Pyelitis.  In  renal  colic  give  a  wineglassful  of 
the  infusion  (best  preparation)  or  thirty  to  sixty  drops  of  fluid  extract 

Tannin. — Tannin  made  into  a  thick  paste  with  glycerine  and  applied 
to  a  boil  when  the  core  is  tough,  will  soften  is  so  that  the  core  will 
run  out  Tannin  and  antipyrine,  equal  parts,  make  a  sticky  styptic 
of  value  to  apply  to  wounds  sometimes  to  check  hemorrhaga 

Thymol. — R.  Thymol,  salicylic  acid,  of  each  one  and  one- half 
drachms,  alcohol  eight  ounces,  glycerine  two  ounces,  water  six  ounces, 
oil  wintergreen  fifteen  drops.  M.  R — Thymol,  menthol,  of  each  one 
and  a  half  drachms,  alcohol  four  ounces.  M.  One  tablespoonful  put 
in  a  steam  atomizer  which  has  previously  been  filled  with  water ; 
place  in  a  room  having  cases  of  pertussis. 

Thuja. — Thuja  given  in  five  drop  doses  to  cure  seminal  emissions. 
R.  Thuja  five  drops,  water  four  ounces.  M.  Teaspoonful  every  two 
hours  in  chronic  cystitis. 

Usxea  Barbata. — Headache  from  being  exposed  to  the  sun.  Pain 
all  over  the  head  or  in  the  front  part'of  the  head,  with  feeling  as  if  the 
temples  would  burst,  or  the  eyes  be  forced  out 

Ulmus  Fclva. — In  cases  of  powder-burn,  or  where  powder  has  been 
forced  into  the  face  or  skin,  apply  elm  poultices  until  suppuration 
takes  place,  and  the  powder  can  be  removed ;  then  heal  with  some 
antiseptic  dressing. 

Verbena  Hastata.— Dr.  Paris,  Red  Key,  Ind.,  claims  to  have  cured 
epilepsy  with  verbena.     It  has  also  been  recommended  in  chlorosis. 

Veratrum  Viride. — R.  Sp.  veratrum  twelve  drops,  ammoniate  tine. 
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guaiac  one  ounce,  sp.  Phytolacca  eight  drops,  glycerine  one  ounce, 
water  four  ounces.  M.  Half  a  teaspoonful  to  a  child  three  to  five 
years  old  every  hour  until  better,  then  every  two  hours,  in  tonsillitis. 
"B.  Sp.  veratrum  one  drachm,  petroleum  two  ounces.  M.  Apply  twice 
a  day  to  the  roof  of  the  vagina  in  cystitis  of  the  female.  In  barber's 
itch  wash  well  and  apply  sp.  veratrum  thoroughly,  then  follow  with 
brown  citrine  ointment."  (Howe.) 

Viburnum  Opulus. — Cramp  like  pains  occurring  at  intervals.  Pre- 
vents abortion.  Dysmenorrhoea  accompanied  with  colicky  pains,  or 
expulsive  pains.  Believes  after-pains.  R — Sp.  viburnum,  sp.  dios- 
oorea,  of  each  one  ounce,  sp.  Pulsatilla  one  drachm,  syrup  six  ounces. 
M.  One  teaspoonful  every  two  to  four  hours,  in  dysmenorrhoea, 
commencing  three  days  before  the  expected  flow. 

Xanthum  Strumabium. — Valuable  in  retention  of  urine,  also  in 
burning  and  scalding  of  the  urine. 

Zinci  Iodidum. — B.  Iodide  of  zinc  twenty  grains,  glycerine  one 
ounce.  M.  Or  it  may  be  used  as  strong  as  will  deliquesce.  Apply 
to  chronic  enlarged  tonsils  with  camel's  hair  pencil,  to  reduce  their 
size. 

Quinia  Sulphas. — If  you  have  a  case  of  chills  that  you  can't  break, 
this  will  do  it  for  you.  (Can  anyone  tell  why?)  R — Quinia  sulph. 
twenty-four  grains,  sodii  bicarb,  one  drachm,  fluid  ext  taraxici  one 
ounce,  syrup  glycyrrhizse  one  ounce,  water  q.  s.  four  ounces.  M.  Sig. 
Half  an  ounce  every  three  or  four  hours,  I  have  forgotten  who  gave 
the  above  to  the  profession.     Summary \  I  think. 

Sodium  Silico  Fluoride, — A  heavy  white  powder,  about  as  power- 
ful a  germicide  as  corrosive  sublimate.  One  half  to  one  grain  to  the 
ounce  of  water  as  an  antiseptic  in  all  wounds  and  surgical  operations. 

Sodium  Sozoiodolate  (musk)  two  drachms,  oxide  of  zinc  four 
drachms,  vaseline  ten  drachms.  M.  Apply  twice  a  day  in  palmar 
eczema. 

Zinci  Sulphocarbolate. — This  is  the  most  astringent  of  the  sulpho- 
carbolate  salts,  and  is  to  be  preferred  when  it  is  desirable  to  moderate 
the  discharges  from  the  bowels.  The  sodium  salt  may  be  used  to 
correct  acidity,  as  well  as  for  an  internal  antiseptic. 

Acidum  Nitricum. — Thirty  minims  in  eight  ounces  of  water  may  be 
injected  into  the  bowels  once  a  day  in  cases  on  Bright's  disease.  Dr. 
F.  Herle,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  claims  to  have  used  this  for  twenty- five 
years  without  a  failure  to  check  the  disease  with  from  three  to  thirty 
injections. 

[The  editor  does  not  endorse  all  that  Dr.  Smith  has  written.  The 
many  mixtures  and  size  of  dose  are  objectionable.  However,  there 
are  many  good  points  in  the  paper.] 
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HYDROPHOBIA. 
By  C.  W.  Conley,  n.  D.f  Upshur,  O. 

THE  term  rabies  is  appropriate  for  the  aggregate  of  symptoms 
resulting  from  the  bite  of  rabid  animals.  Hydrophobia  literally 
signifies  dread  of  water,  and  consequently  ought  to  be  applied  to  one 
of  the  symptoms  of  rabies,  rather  than  to  the  disease  itself. 

Many  interesting  questions  present  themselves  to  the  minds  of  most 
men,  and  especially  medical  men,  in  respect  to  that  shocking  disor- 
der. Is  there  or  is  there  not  such  a  disease?  Some  say  there  is  no 
such  thing ;  they  have  never  seen  a  case  of  hydrophobia,  and  nothing 
could  persuade  them  that  any  one  else  had  seen  any  thing  more  than 
a  nervous  complaint  produced  by  the  alarmed  imagination  of  the  pa- 
tient, who,  having  been  bitten  by  a  dog  having  been  reported  to  have 
been  rabid,  and  having  the  fear  of  feather  beds  before  his  eyes,  was 
frightened  into  a  belief  that  he  had  hydrophobia,  and  ultimately 
scared  out  of  his  very  existence.  You  may  urge  them  with  the  fact 
that  many  of  these  persons  have  been  under  no  apprehensions  at  all 
until  the  disease  has  seized  upon  them :  that  many  also  have  been 
men  of  naturally  strong  and  firm  minds,  not  at  all  likely  to  be  fright- 
ened into  believing  that  they  were  seriously  ill  unless  they  really  were 
so,  and  still  less  likely  to  be  terrified  into  their  graves.  And  if  this 
have  no  weight  with  such  reasoners,  you  may  bring  forward  the  con- 
clusive fact  that  the  disease  has  befallen  infants  and  idiots,  who  have 
never  heard  or  understood  a  word  about  mad  dogs  or  hydrophobia, 
and  in  whom  the  imagination  could  have  had  no  power  in  calling 
forth  the  complaint ;  and  if  they  are  proof  against  this,  you  must 
give  them  up. 

Conceding  that  the  disease  exists  as  real,  and  not  merely  imaginary 
disease,  and  also  that  it  is  caused  by  the  bite  of  a  rabid  animal,  the 
important  question  arises,  has  it  any  other  cause?  Now  it  is  possible 
that  this  disease  may  sometimes  develop  itself  in  the  human  body 
without  contagion  having  been  applied ;  and  it  is  also  possible  and 
much  more  probable  that  the  poison  may  have  been  applied  without 
the  person's  being  aware  of  it.  Many  well  authenticated  cases  are  on 
record  in  which  disease  having  all  the  pathognomonic  symptoms  of 
hydrophobia  occurred  without  the  slightest  evidence  of  its  being  the 
result  of  the  bite  or  scratch  of  a  rabid  animal,  or  its  having  been  pro- 
duced by  a  virus  accidentally  introduced  into  the  system  from  any 
possible  source. 

But  granting  that  the  disease  in  man  is  the  result  of  an  animal  poi- 
son, the  next  question  is,  from  what  animals  may  we  receive  the  infec- 
tion? We  are  sure  that  the  disease,  by  the  inoculation  of  which  hy- 
drophobia is  produced  in  man,  is  common  in  the  dog,  and  that  it  has 
been  communicated  to  the  human  animal  by  the  fox,  also  the  wolf, 
the  jackal,  the  raccoon,  and  the  cat,  horses,  cattle,  and  sheep. 

In  the  thirteenth  volume  of  the  Medico- Chirurgical  Transactions, 
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n  account  is  given  by  Hewitt  of  several  fatal  cases  of  hydrophobia 
from  the  bite  of  a  wild  and  rabid  jackal.  He  also  records  a  singular 
instance  in  which  the  disease  was  transmitted  by  contact  of  the  saliva 
with  the  mucous  membrane.  "A  man  endeavored  to  untie  with  his 
teeth  a  knot  that  had  been  firmly  drawn  in  a  cord.  Eight  weeks  after- 
ward he  expired  undeniably  rabid.  It  was  then  recollected  that  with 
this  cord  a  mad  dog  had  been  confined/'  Also  a  case  in  which  a 
woman  was  attacked  by  a  rabid  dog,  and  escaped  with  a  torn  dress. 
In  the  act  of  mending  she  thoughtlessly  pressed  the  seam  down  with 
her  teeth.  She  died.  If  these  cases  be  authentic,  they  are  conclu- 
sive of  this  question,  unless  the  lips  of  those  who  perished  happened 
to  have  been  abraded  or  chapped. 

It  is  curious  that  different  species  of  animals  appear  to  be  suscepti- 
ble to  hydrophobia  in  different  degrees.  Thus,  according  to  good 
authority,  two  dogs  out  of  three  bitten  become  rabid,  the  majority  of 
horses  perish ;  cattle  have  a  better  chance,  perhaps,  because  in  them 
the  skin  is  looser  and  less  easily  penetrated ;  of  sheep  one  in  three 
would  be  affected — the  tooth  perhaps  has  been  wiped  clean  in  its 
passage  through  the  wool.  The  human  being  is  least  of  all  in  dan- 
ger ;  Dr.  Hamilton  estimates  it  at  one  in  twenty-five.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  majority  of  persons  who  are  bitten  by  mad  dogs  escape 
the  disease.  We  see  persons  who,  though  often  in  the  way  of  it,  do 
not  contract  gonorrhoea  or  syphilis.  There  are  others  upon  whom  the 
contagion  of  small-pox  has  no  influence.  This  may  be  owing  to  an 
inherent  inaptitude  for  accepting  it. 

The  following  case  seems  almost  incredible,  nevertheless  it  is  true 
as  reported :  In  the  summer  of  1862,  Mr,  W.  was  attacked  by  a  rabid 
dog,  and  was  bitten  on  the  leg ;  not  knowing  that  it  was  a  rabid  dog 
for  some  time  afterward,  he  paid  little  attention  to  it,  but  upon  being 
informed  that  the  dog  was  mad,  he  did  all  within  his  power  for  relief, 
in  the  way  of  consulting  surgeons,  having  the  so-called  madstone  ap- 
plied, etc.  However,  this  leg  still  discharged  very  offensive  pus  most 
of  the  tima  It  would  heal  for  a  short  time  only,  at  which  time  his 
general  health  seemed  to  be  affected.  In  January,  1897,  it  seemed  to 
be  healed  perfectly,  and  as  he  thought  never  to  bother  him  again.  On 
the  20th  of  January  he  was  going  about  his  work  as  usual,  when  sud- 
denly, as  he  expressed  it,  he  "felt  strange,"  seemed  excited,  when 
there  was  apparently  nothing  about  him  to  produce  the  excitement 
On  Sunday  morning  of  the  21st,  he  arose  early,  not  having  a  good 
night's  rest.  As  he  went  to  wash  in  the  morning,  when  he  was  about 
to  put  his  hands  in  water  this  same  strange  feeling  came  on  him  again, 
only  in  a  marked  degree,  causing  a  slight  spasm.  He  sat  down,  think- 
ing it  would  soon  be  over.  He  related  his  experience  to  his  wife ;  she 
tried  to  attract  his  attention  to  something  else,  thinking  perhaps  he 
was  unduly  excited.  He  requested  her  to  call  the  neighbors  and  to 
tie  him,  as  he  did  not  want  to  harm  any  one.  She  went  to  the  door 
to  call,  and  as  she  returned  toward  him  he  seemed  to  be  in  a  spasm 
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and  jumped  at  her ;  she  escaped  by  shutting  the  door  in  his  face.  The 
spasm  was  soon  over,  and  he  expressed  himself  as  very  sorry  for  his 
actions,  but  said  he  could  not  control  himself,  and  requested  again 
that  he  be  tied.  Accordingly  a  rope  was  secured,  and  he  was  tied 
securely  in  a  large  arm  chair,  but  before  it  was  completed  he  became 
more  violent,  and  no  doubt  would  have  harmed  many  had  he  not  been 
prevented.  The  spasms  would  come  on  every  few  minutes ;  seemed 
to  be  brought  on  by  a  strange  person  entering  the  room,  or  by  sudden 
noise,  or  the  presence  of  water ;  was  very  much  afraid  of  water ;  com- 
plained of  constriction  and  dryness  in  throat  When  spasms  were  on 
an  excess  of  saliva  was  very  prominent ;  a  snapping  and  grunting  or 
growling  sound  was  produced.  When  not  in  spasm,  said  he  had  no 
pain,  only  felt  "drowsy  and  ill  all  over."  Water  was  offered  him  to 
drink,  but  he  drew  his  head  away  from  it  with  a  convulsive  shudder. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  he  was  untied  from  the  chair  and 
put  to  bed,  only  his  feet  being  strapped  together.  He  was  then  to  all 
outward  appearance  well,  lying  on  his  back,  with  only  a  slight  spasm 
occasionally,  without  anxiety,  his  face  somewhat  flushed ;  he  said  he 
had  a  little  headache,  no  pain  in  his  leg ;  his  pulse  was  120,  full  and 
strong ;  tongue  moist ;  seemed  composed.  Was  asked  if  hungry ;  he 
expressed  a  desire  to  eat  something ;  when  it  was  brought  to  him  he 
sighed  deeply  two  or  three  times,  then  sat  up,  and  after  a  moment's 
look  of  serious  terror,  took  half  a  teaspoonful  in  a  hurried,  gasping 
manner,  and  would  not  take  more  at  a  time,  lest  the  sensation  should 
come  on.  He  was  asked  to  take  some  milk ;  he  accordingly  seized  it 
in  a  hurry,  and  carried  it  to  his  mouth  with  an  air  of  determination, 
and  then  a  violent  choking  spasm  of  the  muscles  about  the  throat  en- 
sued, the  sterno  mastoid  starting  strongly  forward. 

On  Monday  morning  he  seemed  nearly  in  the  same  state,  only  said 
he  was  better ;  he  sat  up  in  bed,  said  nothing  unless  questioned,  but 
made  hurried  inspirations  and  sobbings,  precisely  resembling  those 
which  occur  when  one  wades  gradually  into  cold  water.  By  the  even- 
ing of  the  same  day  the  disease  had  made  much  further  progress ;  he 
sat  up  and  tried  to  eat,  but  failed ;  passed  a  very  restless  night,  was 
delirioua  On  Tuesday  morning  he  said  he  would  dress  and  be  up 
in  the  afternoon,  but  it  was  found  that  he  could  not  rise  up ;  he  had 
grown  much  weaker  during  the  night;  desired  to  pass  urine  but 
could  not.  The  catheter  was  used,  but  nothing  but  blood  was  passed ; 
however,  it  seemed  to  give  some  relief,  and  through  the  day  the  same 
was  repeated.  He  gradually  grew  weaker,  the  spasms  amounting  to 
only  a  shudder,  pulse  160,  At  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  he  made 
frequent  attempts  to  grasp  the  water  or  whatever  might  be  presented 
him ;  eyes  became  quite  glassy,  gradually  assumed  a  comatose  con- 
dition, and  died  at  five  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning. 

The  treatment  in  this  case  was  specific  geisemium  and  belladonna* 
Hyoscyamus  was  administered  in  large  doses  when  the  delirium  be- 
came a  prominent  symptom.  The  most  remarkable  feature  in  the 
case  was,  the  disease  did  not  manifest  itself  for  thirty-five  years  after 
inoculation. 
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CONDYLOMATA. 
By  Lyman  Watkins,  J°l.  D.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

CONDYLOMATA,  secreting  papules,  warts  and  other  excrescences, 
frequently  appear  upon  the  skin  and  mucous  membrane  of  the 
a  no-genital  region.  They  are  caused  by  the  continued  action  of  irri- 
tating fluids,  and  while  they  may  complicate  pregnancy  or  affect  vir- 
gins, and  hence  are  not  essentially  venereal,  they  for  the  most  part 
occur  in  those  suffering  from  some  form  of  venereal  disease. 

In  the  female  the  vegetations  first  appear  about  the  fourchette  and 
labia  at  the  junction  of  the  skin  and  mucous  membrane,  but  are  not 
restricted  to  these  localities.  In  the  male,  venereal  warts  are  generally 
first  found  in  the  sulcus  behind  the  corona  glandis,  the  moist,  warm 
condition  of  this  part  favoring  their  propagation.  They  also  appear 
early  about  the  frsenum  and  at  the  urethral  orifice.  They  are  prone 
to  multiply  rapidly  and  not  unfrequently  the  head  of  the  penis  and 
the  foreskin  become  almost  obscured  by  a  mass  of  easily  bleeding 
fungosities.  The  excrescences  are  inclined  to  spread  over  adjacent 
parts,  and  may  be  found  on  the  scrotum,  perineum,  nates,  anal  region 
and  inner  aspect  of  the  thighs.  They  sometimes  occur  elsewhere  on 
the  body,  where  the  folds  of  the  skin  retain  moisture,  and  become 
acrid  and  unclean.  They  have  been  found  below  the  umbilicus,  be- 
neath dependent  mammae,  in  the  axilla,  folds  of  the  neck,  between 
the  fingers  and  toes,  and  about  the  mouth. 

Condylomata  may  be  either  flat  or  pointed.  The  pointed  condylo- 
ma, or  non-  syphilitic  wart,  is  at  first  but  a  small,  slightly  reddened 
elevation,  a  mere  pimple  of  the  epithelium,  but  grows  rapidly,  and 
may  attain  a  large  size.  The  warts  may  occur  singly  or  in  considera- 
ble numbers,  thickly  covering  the  ano-genital  region.  When  occur- 
ring in  a  dry  situation  they  are  firm,  and  have  the  appearance  of  nor- 
mal skin,  but  in  moist,  protected  regions  they  are  soft,  bright  red  or 
pink,  according  to  the  degree  of  vascularity,  and  are  covered  with  a 
whitish  or  yellowish  acrid  secretion  of  an  exceedingly  offensive  odor. 

Pointed  warts  are,  for  the  most  part,  pedunculated,  and  bleed  upon 
slight  irritation.  When  they  occur  en  masse  they  are  lobulated  and 
fissured,  the  edges  of  the  fissure  being  ulcerated.  Frequently  the 
larger  masses,  composed  of  many  individual  warts,  are  vascular  and 
irritable,  become  covered  with  coagulated  blood,  which  decomposes 
and  increases  the  offensive  odor  always  present  in  these  growths. 

The  flat  condyloma  is  a  specific  lesion  which  appears  in  the  early 
stages  of  syphilis.  It  begins  like  the  former  variety,  having  a  moist, 
glossy,  gray  or  reddish  surface.  Friction  and  erosion  may  cause  it  to 
become  angry  red  and  uneven,  secreting  an  irritating  fluid  which 
causes  the  neighboring  skin  to  crack  and  fissure.  This  variety  of  wart 
is  found  most  frequently  around  the  anus,  encircling  it  in  the  form  of 
broad  flattened  disks,  some  of  which  are  as  large  as  a  silver  dollar.  They 
sometimes  coalesce,  forming  a  continuous  surface  which  exudes  a 
vol.  lvil — 45 
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milky  secretion  of  disgusting  odor.  An  urgent  and  tormenting*  pru- 
ritus is  often  present 

Venereal  excrescences  are  not,  as  a  rule,  of  themselves  painful,  but 
by  their  presence  excite  painful  eczematous  and  pruritic  conditions  in 
surrounding  parts.  They  are  frequently  the  cause  of  phimosis  or  par- 
aphimosis. Venereal  warts  are  not  essentially  contagious,  but  they 
become  highly  so  when  associated  with  syphilis,  chancroid,  or  gonor- 
rhoea. The  pointed  wart,  although  not  always  venereal,  is  prone  to 
spread,  involving  new 'localities. 

In  the  treatment  of  venereal  warts  cleanliness  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, and  in  some  cases  is  about  the  only  measure  necessary.  The 
parts  being  kept  clean  and  dusted  with  modified  asepsin,  or  if  there  is 
itching,  with  europhen,  the  growths  gradually  disappear.  In  more 
stubborn  cases  the  warts  may  be  touched  with  specific  thuja,  full 
strength,  once  daily,  which  rarely  fails  to  drive  them  away ;  a  few  of 
the  larger  going  the  rest  follow. 

Severe  measures  are  rarely  necessary,  but  if  the  vegetations  do  not 
yield  to  other  treatment,  they  may,  if  pedunculated,  be  snipped  off 
with  the  scissors,  the  base  cauterized  with  nitric  acid  and  afterwards 
dusted  with  asepsin,  aristol,  or  iodoform.  In  cases  where  the  growths 
have  a  wide  base,  and  can  not  be  readily  amputated,  the  application 
of  nitric  or  acetic  acid  or  zinc  chloride  solution,  once  or  twice  a  week, 
will  remove  them.  When  using  these  caustics  care  should  be  taken 
not  to  touch  the  sound  skin.  Before  operating  the  growths  should  be 
cocainized.  When  treating  the  broad  based,  syphilitic  condylomata, 
constitutional  medication  should  not  be  forgotten.  Venereal  warts, 
when  once  thoroughly  removed,  do  not  return. 


CASE  OP  PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 
By  J.  H.  mtchell,  J°l.  D.,  Dallas,  Texas. 

AUG.  IB,  at  two  p.  m.,  I  received  a  message  to  come  to  see  Mrs. 
S.  On  my  arrival  with  my  son,  a  first-grade  student  of  the  E. 
M.  I.,  we  found  the  patient  recovering  from  a  severe  puerperal  con- 
vulsion, which  had  continued  over  forty  minutes,  face  being  cyanosed, 
with  stertorous  breathing.  On  examination,  found  that  labor  had 
commenced ;  the  os  dilatable,  with  fair  contraction  of  an  expulsive 
character ;  labor  progressing  nicely,  the  convulsions  recurring  each 
hour.  Chloroform  was  administered  freely  by  inhalation  during  labor. 
Gelsemium,  bromide  of  potassium,  and  chloral  hydrate,  also,  without 
controlling  the  convulsions  in  the  least,  except  perhaps  the  chloroform 
shortening  the  duration.  Labor  terminated  naturally  at  5.30  p.  x., 
having  continued  three  hours  and  a  half.  Convulsions  continued 
after  delivery,  but  with  less  severity  and  longer  intervals,  with  seem- 
ing prospect  of  ceasing  altogether ;  but  near  three  o'clock  a.  m., twelve 
hours  from  the  first  convulsion,  our  patient  went  into  a  terrific  one, 


PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS.  659 

continuing  until  life  seemed  almost  extinct,  not  the  slightest  effect  being 
made  on  the  part  of  the  patient  to  breathe  at  its  termination.  Artifi- 
cial respiration  was  resorted  to ;  soon  she  was  breathing  in  a  difficult, 
stertorous  manner.  After  this  she  was  unable  to  swallow,  owing  to 
froth  in  the  mouth  and  throat,  and  muscular  contraction  of  constric- 
tors about  the  neck ;  convulsions  recurring  in  quick  succession  for  the 
next  two  hours,  regardless  of  all  efforts  to  prevent  them. 

At  this  juncture  we  summoned  assistance,  and  proceeded  with  the 
following  treatment,  which  was  heroic  in  the  extreme,  but  not  more 
so  than  the  condition  of  the  patient  demanded.  Hypodermically  we 
administered  thirty  minims  (not  drops)  of  specific  veratrum,  full 
strength,  following  in  ten  minutes  with  sp.  gelsemium  thirty  minima 
This  was  repeatedly  alternately  at  intervals  of  ten  minutes,  until  two 
of  each  were  given.  The  pulse  dropped  to  fifty ;  before  it  was  ninety ; 
slight  perspiration  and  slight  relaxation  ;  pupils  still  much  contracted. 
When  the  third  dose  of  veratrum  was  given  patient  became  extremely 
restless,  tossing  herself  from  side  to  side  of  the  couch ;  no  effort  was 
made  to  prevent  her  movements,  except  to  prevent  injury  or  falling 
from  the  bed.  Up  to  this  time,  after  each  convulsion  she  would  re- 
lapse into  a  comatose  stupor  or  sleep,  only  to  arouse  by  a  return  of 
convulsion.  The  dose  was  now  reduced  to  fifteen  minims,  fifteen 
minutes  apart,  alternating  as  before,  this  being  safer,  as  it  required 
thirty  minutes  for  medicine  to  absorb  in  the  circulation. 

Convulsions  of  such  severe  character  were  overcome ;  no  others  for 
the  space  of  two  hours,  then  a  very  light  one,  lasting  only  a  few  min- 
utes, and  being  the  last  she  had.  The  hypodermics  were  continued 
as  above  stated  until  7.30,  then  for  one  hour  the  dose  was  reduced  to 
five  minims.  Some  indications  appeared  that  warned  us  to  resume 
the  former  dose  every  fifteen  minutes.  For  two  hours  this  was  done 
strictly  on  time ;  after  this  five  minim  doses  were  given  alternately 
one  hour  apart  until  four  p.  m,,  when,  she  being  able  to  swallow  med- 
icine, it  was  given  by  mouth. 

To  return  a  little,  I  should  state,  about  eight  in  the  morning  the 
pulse  became  intermittent,  of  a  peculiar  character,  one  stroke  bound- 
ing, followed  by  one  as  much  below  the  average  as  the  first  was  above, 
and  the  third  beat  just  perceptible,  next  omitted,  then  repeated  as 
stated.  Hypodermics  of  whisky  were  freely  administered ;  enemas  of 
whisky,  chloride  of  sodium  and  hot  water  were  given  two  or  three  dif- 
ferent times,  thinking  the  disturbance  in  the  circulation  portrayed 
heart  failure.  I  soon  ascertained  that  this  was  not  the  case,  unless 
position  indicated  failure ;  when  the  patient  was  on  her  back  or  left 
side  the  irregular  action  of  the  heart  was  more  decided  than  when 
lying  on  the  right  side.  I  tested  the  condition  as  she  would  turn,  and 
found  that  position  was  the  cause  and  not  condition,  as  a  matter  of 
fact  We  kept  her  on  the  right  side  as  much  as  possible.  This  irreg- 
ularity subsided  during  the  day,  and  her  recovery  began  and  contin- 
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ued  from  day  to  day  until  on  the  22d  day  she  was  able  to  walk  into 
the  dining  room  for  her  meals. 

At  no  time  while  administering  medicines  as  above  stated,  did  we 
notice  any  undue  or  toxic  effects,  except  that  the  veratrum  reduced 
the  frequency  of  the  pulse  for  a  short  time,  but  normal  frequency  was 
scon  resumed.  No  undue  relaxation,  not  even  of  the  eyelids,  by  gel- 
semium.  I  do  not  think  that  the  irregular  heart's  action  was  induced 
by  the  medicine,  while  I  am  able  to  account  for  it  otherwise.  The 
mammary  secretion  was  plentiful  on  the  fourth  day,  and  she  nursed 
her  babe  as  usual  in  her  other  confinements. 

A  little  history  will  not  be  out  of  place  in  connection  with  this  case. 
Mrs.  S.,  age  28  years,  mother  of  two  healthy  children,  did  well  in 
each  of  her  previous  confinements.  She  was  subject  to  convulsions 
when  a  child,  caused  by  fever,  until  five  years  old,  none  recurring 
after  that  age.  Some  time  previous  to  this  confinement  she  became 
oedematous — feet,  legs  and  face  swollen — in  fact  a  general  anasarcal 
condition  prevailed.  On  the  morning  before  her  confinement  she 
complained  of  severe  headache,  especially  of  the  crown,  with  nausea 
and  vomiting  of  a  yellow  watery  material ;  and  diarrhea  of  a  watery 
character.  This  condition  depended  largely  upon  a  dose  of  calomel 
taken  the  night  before.  She  had  severe  cutting  pain  in  the  epigastric 
region ;  for  which  she  had  used  some  one  of  the  coal  tar  derivatives 
without  benefit  Nothing  had  been  noticed  about  her  to  attract  atten- 
tion for  two  or  three  days  previously,  except  she  did  not  feel  well. 
But  now  she  has  no  memory  of  any  transaction  that  occurred  for  two 
days  before  the  convulsions  came  on,  nor  does  she  remember  any  oc- 
currence until  Wednesday  following  her  confinement  on  Sunday.  All 
is  a  complete  blank  to  her. 

In  justice  to  myself,  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  add  that  I  am  de- 
cidedly in  favor  of  small  and  pleasant  doses  of  medicine  for  direct 
action  ;  but  the  above  treatment  is  strictly  eclectic ;  our  selection  of 
remedies  and  the  quantity  given  should  be  governed  by  the  gravity 
of  that  which  we  must  overcome,  if  we  expect  to  succeed. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

ERIGERON. 

Prof.  Bloyer — You  ask  for  the  experience  of  others  in  the  use  of 
erigeron,  after  writing  quite  a  luminous  article  upon  its  use  in  the 
Journal.  I  have  generally  used  it  in  combination  with  oil  of  cinna- 
mon in  the  old  formula :  R — Oil  erigeron,  oil  cinnamon,  aa.  3ij., 
alcohol  3iv.  M.  That  I  still  carry  this,  after  nearly  thirty  years  ex- 
perience in  its  use,  indicates,  perhaps,  that  I  am  a  fossil,  or  that  from 
start  to  finish  it  has  filled  the  bill. 

In  uterine  hemorrhage  it  will  not  do  to  depend  on  when  this  organ 
is  uncontracted.  Ergot  or  strychnine,  or  both,  either  by  mouth  or 
hypodermically,  are  preferable.     The  latter  method  is  the  most  direct 
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and  safest,  with  Crede  manipulations,  etc.  We  meet  cases  wherein 
there  has  been  much  blood  lost,  as  is  frequently  the  case  with  twins. 
The  large  drainage  from  the  surface  formerly  occupied  by  the  pla- 
centa constitutes  a  condition  that,  even  with  a  well  contracted  uterus, 
the  physiological  loss  of  blood  is  often  most  alarming.  In  such  a  case 
of  passive  hemorrhage  the  above  compound  comes  in  and  does  the 
work  so  nicely  that  one  never  wants  to  be  without  it 

A  few  years  ago  I  was  called  to  see  a  case  of  haemoptysis.  Ergot, 
gallic  acid,  etc. ,  had  been  used  for  days ;  the  patient  was  in  extreme 
danger.  For  the  first  time  I  gave  the  above.  The  action  was  so 
prompt  and  permanent  in  its  results  that  I  have  placed  greater  value 
upon  it  in  this  condition  than  I  do  even  in  uterine  hemorrhage.  It 
has  sustained  its  reputation  in  repeated  instances  in  haemoptysis. 

A  few  days  ago,  in  association  with  Dr.  Wilson,  Titusville,  I  used 
the  oil  of  erigeron  in  15-drop  doses  for  hemorrhage  from  the  bowels, 
in  a  case  of  typhoid  fever,  with  success.  There  has  been  no  return 
of  the  trouble  since. 

I  have  used  successfully  in  Ohio,  an  infusion  of  the  green  plant  in 
haematuria.  My  esteemed  preceptor,  B.  C.  Stimson,  M.  D.,  of  Alex- 
andria, employed  the  infusion  in  large  enemas,  for  hemorrhage  from 
the  bowels,  with  success.     It  is  a  reliable  remedy  and  will  wear  well 

VERATRUM. 

In  reading  the  editorial  on  vera t rum  in  the  Journal,  I  have  dropped 
it  at  the  statement  that  you  believe  "sedatives  do  more  harm  than 
good  in  typhoid  fever."  But  I  dropped  the  Journal  to  say,  I  think 
you  are  correct.  There  may  be  exceptions.  The  hope  of  controlling 
a  pulse  dependent  on  septic  poison  is  not  rational,  unless  an  antisep- 
tic is  the  basis  of  treatment  in  all  these  cases. 

I  like  veratrum  in  the  full,  bounding  pulse  in  all  diseases,  I  think 
it  promises  as  much  as  any  one  remedy  in  puerperal  convulsions,  in 
full  doses.  I  want  to  be  sure  I  have  it  on  hand  when  called  upon  to 
attend  a  case  of  labor. 

LIATR1S   SPICATA. 

Twice  during  the  last  year  I  have  used  an  infusion  of  button  snake 
root  in  dropsy.  In  the  first  instance  the  dropsy  occurred  as  a  result 
of  enlargement  of  the  liver  aijfftfev  «*>n,.du6  to  malarial  contamination. 
As  this  plant  grew  abundantly  tbef  UN<Vne  woods  around  the  house,  I 
directed  its  use  in  infusion.  to^L^prompt  in  its  action,  and  as  it 
acts  as  an  adjuvant  to  digestion,  its  continuance  with  carb.  iron  cured. 

A  few  days  ago  I  was  called  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Wilson  in  a 
case  of  dropsy.  Notwithstanding  the  use  of  apocynum  can.,  aralia, 
digit alip,  et  al.,  the  kidneys  declined  to  respond ;  almost  total  suppres- 
sion was  present.  The  liatris  in  infusion  went  straight  to  the  mark. 
Dr.  W.  reported  that  the  second  day  after  trying  the  infusion  the  pa- 
tient passed  1}  gallons  of  urine.  It  grows  abundantly  in  this  section, 
therefore  I  use  it  when  indicated.     I  am  sure  of  the  reliability  of  the 
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preparation.  It  acts  nicely  upon  the  stomach  in  some  cases  of  indi- 
gestion. It  is  not  unpleasant  to  take ;  at  least  I  am  sure  it  is  not  un- 
pleasant to  me  to  have  others  take  it 

Saw  Palmetto  berries  are  abundant  in  this  land  of  ours.  Hogs  fat- 
ten upon  them ;  even  the  genus  razorback  adds  a  little  adipose  tissue 
under  their  unlimited  use.  In  one  case  the  use  of  fluid  ext  palmetto 
gave  prompt  and  permanent  relief  in  agonizing  dysuria  from  fatal 
cancerous  disease  of  the  uterua  I  also  make  a  saturated  tincture  for 
office  use.        Respectfully,        G.  W.  Holmes,  M.  D.,  Sharpes,  Fla. 


Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

CONDUCTED  BY  W.  B.  8CUDDEB,  M.  D. 

NASAL    SYPHILIS,* 

In  selecting  the  subject  of  nasal  syphilis,  or  rather  the  nasal  man- 
ifestations of  syphilis,  I  believe  I  have  chosen  a  subject  that  has  at 
some  time  confronted  each  one  of  ua  To  be  sure  it  is  not  the  most 
delightful  disease  to  consider,  but  its  activity  and  importance  make  it 
a  very  necessary  one. 

I  shall  say  nothing  of  syphilis  in  its  first  stage,  in  the  nose.  I  know 
of  no  such  case.  Of  nasal  disease  during  secondary  manifestations  of 
syphilis  I  have  very  little  to  say,  for  there  is  very  little  of  it.  By  the 
secondary  symptoms  I  mean  the  falling  out  of  the  hair,  the  skin  erup- 
tion, the  ulcers  in  the  throat  and  mouth,  and  lastly  iritis.  It  is  dur- 
ing this  secondary  stage  that  sometimes  these  superficial  ulcers  may 
extend  to  the  post  nasal  space ;  but  even  this  is  seldom,  so  that  nasal 
disease  from  secondary  syphilis  is  almost  nothing. 

Being  only  one  stage  of  syphilis  left,  the  third,  a  good  guesser 
would  naturally  say,  this  is  the  time  when  we  have  to  deal  with  nasal 
syphilis,  and  such  is  the  case.  Some  five,  ten,  or  more  likely  twenty 
years  after  the  inoculation  of  the  disease,  the  pitient  realizes  that  he 
has  a  nose.  An  ordinary  catarrhal  trouble  at  first,  soon  taking  on 
an  ulcerative  condition.  To  go  more  into  detail,  there  is  first  the  ca- 
tarrhal secretion,  which,  drying  and  being  removed,  leaves  the  mem- 
brane underneath  denuded  of  its  emWium.  Here,  then,  begins  an 
ulceration  of  a  phagedenic  nty-",K  *£*'Ml  destroying  the  mucous  and 
sub-mucous  tissues,  and  getting6  ^  ?%  to  the  periosteum,  that  mem- 
brane in  which  syphilis  thrives. 

From  this  stage  on  the  secretion,  scales,  scabs,  and  chunks  of  des- 
iccated and  obnoxious  material,  are  profuse,  the  headache  is  consid- 
erable, and  the  stench  awful.  This  ulcerative  process  most  frequently 
attacks  the  turbinated  bones ;  next  in  frequency  the  septum,  and  next 
the  floor  or  hard  palate.  So  that  it  is  common  for  the  disease  to  end 
by  necrosis  of  the  turbinated  bones,  so  that  dead  or  necrosed  bone 

*  Read  before  the  Cincinnati  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 
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can  be  easily  removed,  or  there  is  a  large  perforation  of  the  septum, 
or  of  the  hard  palate.  Unless  active  treatment  is  pursued,  the  dis- 
ease does  untold  damage. 

To  illustrate  I  will  give  a  case  and  its  treatment  A  male  patient, 
age  45,  had  syphilis  years  before ;  had  very  bad  catarrh,  as  he  thought, 
secretions  and  large  chunks  aggregating  so  that  he  could  not  breathe 
at  all  At  such  times  he  had  a  wash  with  which  he  tried  to  clean  his 
nose  by  means  of  a  brush,  and  once,  getting  furious  at  his  inability  to 
remove  the  debris,  he  said  he  "jammed  the  damn  brush  up  into  his 
nose,"  and  having  some  bleeding,  he  blew  his  nose,  and  in  his  hand- 
kerchief he  found  a  piece  of  bone.  Thus  he  had  his  septal  perfora- 
tion a  little  sooner  than  the  disease  intended. 

When  I  first  saw  him  he  had  a  large  septal  perforation  the  size  of  a 
silver  dollar,  raw  edges  with  thickening,  enormous  scabs,  much  nas- 
tiness,  and  complete  loss  of  sense  of  smell.  The  officejtreatment  con- 
sisted in  the  removal  of  the  scabs,  cocainization  and  an  application  of 
tri-chlor.  acetic  acid  (liquid)  to  the  complete  circle  of  the  perfora- 
tion. This  was  followed  by  spraying  with  liquid  albolene  to  hold  the 
subsequent  insufflation  of  aristol. 

The  home  treatment  (the  most  important  and  without  which  I  would 
would  not  touch  a  case)  is  douching  the  nose  with  a  quart  or  more  of 
an  alkaline  and  antiseptic  wash  night  and  morning  without  fail  For 
this  a  heaping  teaspoonf  ul  of  a  mixture  of  borax,  bicarbonate  of  soda 
and  common  salt  is  good.  Dissolve  this  in  the  quart  of  warm  water. 
After  douching,  snuffing  and  blowing  until  the  nose  was  emptied,  he 
made  application  of  the  following  salve : 

R — Cocaine  grs.  x.,  aristol  gra  xx,,  vaseline  Sj.     M. 

Although  the  patient,  to  all  outward  appearance,  was  not  sickly  nor 
run  down,  I  gave  him  internally,  at  different  times,  iodide  of  potassi- 
um, Donovan's  solution,  and  at  one  time  acetate  of  potassium. 

The  nose  healed  like  a  fresh  cut  wound ;  the  tri-chlor.  acetic  acid 
was  each  week  applied  to  any  ulcerative  patches  that  remained.  The 
swollen  edges  were  thus  reduced,  the  secretion  stopped,  the  stench 
disappeared,  the  flavor  of  food,  that  part  of  the  taste  dependent  upon 
the  nose,  returned,  and  the  sense  of  smell  is  now  perfect. 


For  Simple  Uncomplicated  Conjunctivitis  : — 

R — Powdered  boracic  acid  3ij.,  water  Oj.     M. 
Sig.Use  as  eye-wash  three  times  daily. 

For  Earache — Beginning,  no  severe  inflammation  as  yet  diag- 
nosed :  Internally,  Pulsatilla.  Locally,  fill  the  ear  with  quite  warm 
water.  

For  Eczema  of  auditory  canal :  Syringe  with  warm  alkaline  water, 
and  remove  crusts  of  exfoliation.  Apply  boroglyceride,  25  per  cent, 
with  cotton  carrier. 
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For  Ciliary  Blepharitis  :  Soften  the  scales  on  lids  with  a  warm 
solution  of  bicarb,  soda,  then  remove  the  same  with  a  tooth  pick.  Ap- 
ply at  night  to  edge  of  lids :  R— Yellow  oxide  of  mercury  grs.  x., 
vaseline  sj.    M. 

Use  off  Atropine  In  Diseases  off  the  Eye. 

Dr.  Charles  M.  Thomas  (Hahnemannian  Monthly)  calls  atten- 
tion to  the  most  unfortunate  results  which  have  arisen  either  from  the 
failure  to  employ  mydriatics,  of  which  the  sulphate  of  atropine  stands 
as  the  type,  or  from  their  exhibition  under  circumstances  where  they 
are  positively  contra- indicated. 

He  formulates  the  following  rules  for  the  application  of  atropine. 
They  accord  with  general  experience. 

1.  Atropine  may  be  employed  to  advantage,  or  its  use  be  abso- 
lutely demanded,  in  all  inflammatory  and  traumatic  conditions  asso- 
ciated with  photophobia,  lachrymation  and  pain,  more  or  less  impaired 
vision,  circumcorneal  redness,  dimness  of  cornea,  or  iris,  or  both,/>to« 
a  contracted  pupil  (spasmodic  or  otherwise),  and  this  picture  would 
cover  fairly  well  iritic  and  corneal  inflammations. 

2.  The  avoidance  of  atropine  is  imperative  in  all  cases  associated 
with  photophobia,  lachrymation  and  pain,  more  or  less  impaired 
vision,  a  circumcorneal  redness,  a  steamy,  insensitive  cornea,  plus  a 
dull,  dilated  iris — and  this  picture  would  correspond  sufficiently  well 
to  the  ordinary  inflammatory  glaucoma. 

In  fact,  for  all  practical  purposes,  so  far  as  the  general  practitioner 
is  concerned,  the  distinction  might,  in  a  general  way,  be  narrowed 
down  to  this :  A  contracted  pupil  calls  for  or  justifies  the  use  of  atro- 
pine. A  dilated  pupil  is  a  distinct  warning  against  the  use  of  atro- 
pine ;  since  glaucoma  is  the  only  inflammatory  affection,  excepting 
serous  iritis,  in  which  the  pupil  is  found  enlarged. 


Earache. 

Dr.  F.  W.  Hinkel,  in  the  May  number  of  the  Maryland  Medical 
Journal,  concludes  an  article  on  earache  as  follows : 

1.  Earache,  however  slight,  may  signify  disease,  which,  if  neglect- 
ed, may  terminate  in  loss  of  hearing,  and  even  of  life  itself. 

2.  Recurring  earache  in  children  is  almost  always  associated  with 
lymphoids ;  hypertrophy  of  the  pharynx  depends  on  it,  and  perma- 
nent impairment  of  the  function  of  the  ear  is  prevented  only  by  early 
surgical  treatment  of  the  adenoids. 

&  Acute  inflammation  of  the  middle  ear  may  be  frequently  aborted 
if  proper  treatment,  mostly  of  a  general  sedative  character,  be  admin- 
istered early  in  the  attacks,  and  with  precision. 

4.  If  relief  be  not  obtained  by  the  second  day,  a  thorough  exami- 
nation of  the  ear  should  be  made,  and  proper  treatment  applied  to 
relieve  intra -tympanic  pressure  and  possible  involvement  of  the  mas- 
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toid  cells  or  intracranial  structures.  Failure  at  this  stage  tp  obtain 
as  exact  knowledge  as  possible  of  the  condition  of  the  middle  ear  is 
criminal  negligence. 


Chronic  Suppuration  of  the  Middle  Ear, — D.  S.  S.  Bishop,  in  the 
May  number  of  the  Medical  Age,  describes  his  treatment  of  chronic 
suppuration  of  the  middle  ear.  He  first  cleanses  the  ear,  using  a 
quart  or  more  of  1  to  5,000  warm  solution  of  bichloride  of  mercury ; 
then  inflation  by  means  of  the  Politzer  method,  or  with  compressed 
air  and  vapors,  such  as  ten  per  cent  camphor  and  menthol.  The  third 
step  consists  in  treating  the  ear  with  dioxide  of  hydrogen,  which  he 
prefers  warm.  The  parts  are  then  dried  with  absorbent  cotton.  Iodo- 
form is  a  useful  dusting  powder,  notwithstanding  its  objectionable 
odor,  though  aristol  is  preferable  on  account  of  its  non-odorous  quality. 


Carbolic  Acid  in  Infecting  Corneal  Ulcers. — According  to  Dr. 
Geirsvold,  a  Norwegian  practitioner,  infecting  ulcers  of  the  cornea 
may  frequently  be  very  successfully  treated  by  touching  the  surface 
with  Bowman's  probe  dipped  in  pure  carbolic  acid.  Some  of  his 
cases  were  complicated  by  suppuration  of  the  lachrymal  ducts,  and 
he  was  not  obliged  to  use  thermo  cautery,  curetting,  or  subconjunc- 
tival antiseptic  injections. — j\r.  Y.  Med.  Jour. 


PERISCOPE. 

AUTOTOXIS. 

The  myriads  of  macroscopic  and  microscopic  forms  which  the 
organic  world  affords  have  almost  limitless  fascinations  for  the  explo- 
rer, and  the  contagion  of  his  enthusiasm  should  rather  be  encouraged 
than  decried,  that  we  may  grow  in  the  knowledge  of  every  organism ; 
yet  so  long  as  nutrition  is  dependent  upon  a  process  of  haematosis 
by  which  man  consumes  over  three  hundred  cubic  feet  of  oxygen 
every  day,  and  exhales  its  complement  of  carbon  dioxide ;  so  long  as 
the  process  of  assimilation  implies  a  process  of  disassimilation ;  so 
long  as  secretion  must  of  necessity  be  followed  by  excretion  ;  so  long 
must  the  chemistry  of  the  vital  processes  be  the  ever-present  thought 
in  the  mind  of  him  who  seeks  to  rectify  the  errors  of  such  phenomena. 
In  health  the  male  adult  exhales  more  than  twenty  four  hundred 
cubic  inches  of  carbon  dioxide  every  day.  Through  more  than  two 
million  sweat  ducts  he  discharges  over  two  pounds  of  perspiration, 
charged  with  excrementitious  matter.  The  urinary  secretion  daily 
measures  more  than  forty  eight  ounces,  and  contains  over  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  grains  of  urea,  its  total  solid  constituents  being  from 
thirty  to  sixty  parts  to  a  thousand.  Add  to  this  four  ounces  and  a 
half  of  fecal  matter,  the  regular  diurnal  discharge  from  the  intestinal 
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tract,  and  it  is  easily  conceived  that  the  secretary  of  the  interior  has 
duties  quite  as  important  as  of  those  of  the  grand  commander  of  the 
great  army  of  omnivorous  phagocytes  which  we  are  told  guard  the 
citadel  of  life  against  invading  hosts,  and  we  imagine  that  he  may 
quite  as  often  require  such  substantial  aid  as  we  may  render. 

"The  healthy  body  offers  very  little  hospitality  to  microbes."  Bac- 
teria are  omnipresent,  but  seldom  cause  disease  in  healthy  people 
When,  however,  from  disturbed  nutrition,  so  generally  dependent  on 
deficient  excretion,  vitality  is  lowered  and  the  normal  chemical  con- 
stitution of  the  body  modified,  the  soil  is  in  proper  condition  for  the 
development  of  disease  germs,  and  a  crop  of  weeds  is  the  result.  It 
would  seem  more  practical  to  correct  morbid  conditions  of  the  soil 
than  by  antiseptics  to  attempt  destruction  of  the  germs  of  all  the 
tares,  yet  the  latter  method  of  warfare  may  be  carried  on  simultane- 
ously if  desired. 

The  designation  of  diseases  by  special  names,  if  it  leads  to  the 
treatment  of  disease  according  to  its  name,  may  in  practice  be  rather 
a  hindrance  than  a  help,  since  a  single  cause  may  produce  many  mor- 
bid conditions. 

Autotoxis  was  diagnosticated  by  Melampus,  one  of  the  earliest 
Greek  physicians,  in  the  daughter  of  Poesus,  king  of  Argos,  who, 
having  discovered  the  cathartic  properties  of  helebore  by  observing 
its  action  on  goats,  administered  it  to  his  patient  and  cured  her.  The 
same  condition  has  afflicted  the  daughters  of  men  from  those  early 
days  even  to  the  present  time. 

According  to  modern  nosology,  autotoxis  is  often  diagnosticated  as 
anaemia,  chlorosis,  bronchitis,  amenorrhoea,  rheumatism,  etc.,  and 
treated  with  all  the  various  preparations  recommended  for  these  sev- 
eral conditions ;  or,  if  the  patient  be  a  female,  perhaps  sent  to  a  gy- 
naecologist, when  we  would  do  far  better  to  follow  the  example  of 
Melampus,  and  ourselves  give  her  helebore  or  some  better  laxative, 
which  will  regularly  bore  its  way  through  the  alimentary  canal  until 
pure  air,  healthful  exercise,  wholesome  food,  daily  habit,  or  operative 
interference,  shall  have  overcome  the  constipation  which,  by  permit- 
ting absorption  of  recal  material,  has  produced  that  self-poison  upon 
which  her  symptoms  depend. 

Nevertheless,  headaches,  and  backaches  are  among  the  most  com- 
mon symptoms  met  in  general  practice,  and  these  symptoms  are  gen- 
erally associated  with  deficient  secretion.  A  sudorific,  a  diuretic,  a 
cathartic  or  the  successive  administration  of  these  agents  is  more 
rational  than  the  use  of  nervines  or  anodynes,  and  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  eminently  satisfactory. 

Hydropathy  has  many  hints  for  regulars.  Something  less  than  two 
years  ago,  I  had  several  patients  who  complained  of  a  group  of  symp- 
toms, the  most  prominent  of  which  was  an  unusual  degree  of  nerv- 
ousness and  backache.  Upon  inquiry,  I  found  that,  because,  at  the 
time  our  regular  supply  of  city  water  was  exhausted,  water  from  the 
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river  being  pumped  into  the  mains,  they  were  drinking  no  water  at 
all.  I  prescribed  in  each  case  simply  and  solely  large  draughts  of 
pure  water  from  a  certain  spring,  from  which,  with  a  little  trouble, 
they  could  readily  be  supplied,  and  was  pleased  to  learn  that  in  two 
or  three  days  these  symptoms  were  gone.  The  relation  of  cause  and 
effect  was  so  apparent,  and  the  treatment  so  promptly  efficient,  that 
hereafter,  when  I  find  the  symptoms  of  cerebrospinal  irritation,  with 
the  rational  inference  that  it  is  due  to  chemical  or  mechanical  contact 
of  excrementitious  matter  with  the  tissue  of  brain  or  cord,  I  shall  not 
forget  the  solvent  action  of  aqua  pura. 

In  conditions  of  nephrolithiasis,  according  to  Osier,  "the  patient 
should  drink  daily  a  large  but  definite  quantity  of  mineral  waters,  or 
distilled  water,  which,"  he  adds,  "is  just  as  satisfactory. "  There  can 
be  little  doubt  that  the  remedial  effects  derived  at  the  various  min- 
eral springs  are  due  to  the  increased  quantity  rather  than  the  chemi- 
cal constituents  of  the  water  drank.  A  large  glass  of  water  at  bed- 
time will,  as  I  have  often  observed,  relieve  nervousness  and  insomnia) 
presumably  because  it  dissolves  and  flushes  out  those  impurities  of 
the  blood  which  caused  these  symptoms.  A  thorough  bath  at  bed- 
time opens  occluded  perspiratory  ducts,  and  stimulates  the  terminal 
branches  of  cutaneous  nerves.  It  lessens  reflex  irritation,  favors  trans- 
udation, and  promotes  sleep,  thus  avoiding  drugs,  which  often  have 
no  other  excuse  than  the  thoughtlessness  of  the  physician  or  the  lazi- 
ness of  the  patient 

A  thorough  sponging  with  hot  water  over  the  spine  may  be  inci- 
dentally mentioned  as  one  of  the  best  soporifics  at  our  command.  Also 
the  application  of  flannel  wrung  [from  hot  water  to  this  region  in  con- 
ditions of  eclampsia,  instead  of  immersing  the  whole  body.  I  can 
especially  recommend  the  latter  suggestion  as  being  much  less  troub- 
lesome, more  continuous,  and  equally  efficient.  I  have  found  it  par- 
ticularly efficacious  in  controlling  the  convulsions  of  whooping-cough. 
The  child  can  lie  on  its  back,  and  the  hot  fomentations  thus  be  con- 
tinuously applied.  Cold  applications  to  this  region  may  also,  in  this 
connection,  be  mentioned  as  an  efficient  and  excellent  method  of  re- 
ducing high  temperature.  An  ordinary  wash-tub  and  clothes  wringer, 
with  a  piece  of  rubber  cloth,  are  easily  provided.  For  an  adult  a 
sheet  is  folded  once  endwise,  twice  sidewise,  immersed  in  water  of  low 
temperature,  passed  through  the  wringer,  and  laid  on  the  sheet  of 
rubber.  The  patient,  by  taking  hold  of  the  sheet  on  which  he  lies,  is 
gently  rolled  on  his  side  and  the  cold  sheet  placed  in  position.  He  is 
then  rolled  on  his  back,  resting  upon  it,  head  and  trunk.  Heat  or 
cold  is  thus  applied  closely  to  the  cerebro  spinal  centers,  and  the  gen- 
eral effect  is  quickly  appreciated.  So  far  as  I  know,  the  idea  and 
technique  of  this  little  procedure  are  original,  and  I  have  wandered 
somewhat  from  my  subject  that  I  may  recommend  it  to  your  conside- 
ration. Time  and  temperature  will  be  determined  by  the  effect 
desired,  ****** 
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The  liver  secretes  from  two  to  five  pints  of  bile  every  twenty-four 
hours.  We  know  that  no  such  quantity  is  ever  passed  by  the  bowels. 
It  is  very  largely  again  secreted  and  again  absorbed,  thus  passing 
through  the  portal  circulation  repeatedly.  When  the  portal  circula- 
tion becomes  surcharged  with  excrementitious  matter,  in  consequence 
of  constipation,  hepatic  disorders  and  gastro  intestinal  indigestion 
follow.  Again,  as  a  sequence  of  indigestion,  we  have  imperfect  nu- 
trition, impoverished  blood,  weak  heart,  and  cold  extremities  on  the 
one  hand ;  on  the  other,  unoxidized  products  taken  into  the  circula- 
tory current,  to  produce  amygdalitis,  bronchitis,  rheumatism,  eczema, 
eta  Cases  of  acute  amygdalitis  are  so  often  the  result  indigestion, 
and  the  treatment  by  a  single  dose  of  rhubarb  and  soda  so  promptly 
effectual,  as  to  be  interesting  in  this  connection. 

As  before  stated,  about  forty-eight  ounces  of  urine  should  be  passed 
daily.  From  thirty  to  sixty  parts  per  thousand  are  solid  constituents. 
Hence  sixty  seven  grammes,  in  round  numbers  one  thousand  grains, 
of  solid  constituents  should  be  passed  daily  by  the  average  adult,  and 
that  person  who  passes  a  greatly  diminished  quantity  will  suffer  from 
uremic  poison.  When  a  patient  in  the  last  stages  of  gestation  is 
passing  only  a  hundred  grains  of  solid  constituents,  she  is  very  dan- 
gerously near  to  convulsions  or  coma ;  and  when  a  patient  is  passing 
four  hundred  grains  there  will  be  some  degree  of  nervous  irritability. 
Between  these  two  examples  we  have  a  gradation  of  nervous  symp- 
toms from  simple  irritability  to  insanity. 

A  process  of  calculating  the  total  solids  in  the  urine,  sufficiently 
accurate  and  exceedingly  simple,  is  to  multiply  the  last  two  figures  of 
the  specific  gravity  by  the  whole  number  of  ounces  passed  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  this  product  by  one  and  one-tenth.  This  gives  the 
total  solids  passed  per  diem.  The  urinometer  should,  of  course,  be 
filled  from  the  whole  quantity  passed  in  twenty- four  hours,  and  the 
weight  of  the  patient  taken  into  account.  From  ninety  to  a  hundred 
and  eighty  pounds  would  represent  the  ordinary  extremes  of  a  wo- 
man's weight,  and  from  five  hundred  to  eleven  hundred  grains  the 
quantity  of  solids  she  should  pass  a  day.  Anything  less  than  five 
hundred  grains  in  a  patient  weighing  ninety  pounds  would  denote 
some  degree  of  insufficiency,  and  two  hundred  grains,  so  far  as  my 
observation  goes,  will  be  associated  with  severe  nervous  phenomena. 
I  am  fully  satisfied  that  amenorrhoea  in  girls  and  young  women  is  fre- 
quently associated  with  this  condition,  whether  in  the  relation  of  cause 
and  effect  I  can  not  say.  Embryologically  the  kidneys,  ovaries,  and 
tubes  spring  from  the  same  source ;  and,  clinically,  we  kuow  that  or- 
ganic disease  of  the  kidney  is  associated  with  irregular  menstruation. 
Certainly  stimulating  diuretics  have,  in  my  hands,  been  far  superior 
to  iron  tonics  alone,  and  I  have  found  no  remedy  so  quickly  effective, 
where  renal  insufficiency  has  been  found  associated  with  this  con- 
dition, as  the  old  "Basham's  mixture,"  combined  with  acetate  of  po- 
tassium and  infusion  of  digitalis. 
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Something  more  than  a  hundred  years  ago  the  famous  John  Hunter 
classified  diseases  of  the  skin  into  "those  which  sulphur  could  cure, 
those  which  mercury  could  cure,  and  those  which  the  devil  himself 
couldn't  cure."  Surely  our  pathology  of  the  integument  has  ad- 
vanced considerably  since  his  day.*  Yet  the  doctrine  of  humors,  then 
prevalent,  has  not  in  this  field  been  wholly  relegated  to  oblivion. 
Whether  that  condition  of  the  system  which  Piffard  is  pleased  to  term 
"the  rheumic  diathesis"  is  thus  satisfactorily  explained,  or  whether 
it  is  better  explained  by  supposing  it  to  be  none  other  than  the  so- 
called  uric  acid  diathesis,  producing  its  effects  through  the  chemical 
or  mechanical  irritation  of  unoxidized  products  circulating  in  the 
blood,  we  will  not  attempt  to  discuss,  yet  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
those  agents,  like  mercury  and  arsenic,  which  are  most  successful  in 
the  treatment  of  chronic  skin  disease  are  those  which  most  favor  de- 
structive metamorphosis,  promoting  at  the  same  time  more  rapid 
elimination  of  effete  debris;  also,  that  those  remedies  most  efficient  in 
the  treatment  of  rheumatism  and  allied  disorders  supposed  to  be  de- 
pendent on  a  superabundance  of  lithic  acid,  generally  known  as  uric 
acid,  are  either  those  directly  eliminative,  or  those  most  potent  in  pre- 
venting intestinal  putrefaction — as,  for  example,  the  salicylates. 

According  to  Buchard,  alcoholic  extracts  of  faecal  matter  are  far 
more  toxic  than  ordinary  putrid  matter :  hence  we  see  how  skatol,  in- 
dol,  and  other  alkaloids  of  the  faeces,  being  absorbed,  may  produce 
general  toxic  effects.  From  my  own  observation  I  am  persuaded  that 
constipation  bears  a  casual  relation  to  alcoholic  mania,  and  the  vivid 
remembrance  of  a  case  where  temporary  insanity,  associated  with  ob- 
stinate constipation,  following  typhoid  fever,  was  speedily  cured  by 
efficient  laxative  medication,  serves  but  to  confirm  the  recent  conten- 
tion of  Allan  McLane  Hamilton  to  the  effect  that  "various  postfebrile, 
traumatic,  alcoholic,  and  drug  insanities  are  those  in  which  autotoxis 
is  most  constant"  The  observations  of  Herter  and  Smith  to  the 
effect  that  hydra- headed  neurasthenia  is  closely  connected  with  dis- 
turbed intestinal  function ;  those  of  Eccles  and  Gautier,  suggesting 
deficient  oxidation  and  incomplete  metabolism  as  bearing  a  causal  re- 
lation to  many  perverted  psychoses,  together  with  those  of  several 
prominent  Continental  alienists,  all  contending  that  many  varieties  of 
mania  are  so  frequently  associated  with  deficient  excretion  as  to  sug- 
gest a  causal  relationship ;  the  demonstration  by  Budin  that  puerpe- 
ral fever  is  due  to  the  death  of  the  Bacterium  colt  and  the  reabsorp- 
tion  of  its  toxines  in  consequence  of  constipation ;  the  toxic  insanity  of 
nephritis  described  by  Jacobson ;  the  association  of  melancholia  with 
constipation,  which  probably  has  come  within  the  observation  of  us 
all — these  observations,  so  recent  and  suggestive,  being  confirmed  by 
personal  experience  and  investigation,  lead  me  to  conclude  that  many 
neuroses  and  psychoses  may  be  traced  to  autotoxis  as  a  primal  cause. 

In  conclusion,  I  believe  that  patients  not  taking  bismuth  or  iron 
who  habitually  pass  dark  faeces,  those  who  for  a  day  or  two  repeatedly 
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have  diarrhoea,  and  those  who  have  chloasmic  spots  on  the  skin, 
should  be  thoroughly  examined  with  reference  to  a  possible  consti- 
pation ;  that  chronic  constipation,  first  pointed  out  by  Sir  Andrew 
Clark  as  a  cause  of  anaemia,  is  also  a  cause  of  many  conditions  often 
considered  under  the  head  of  other  diseases,  and  improperly  treated 
because  the  true  and  underlying  cause  is  not  recognized ;  that  in  all 
cases  of  nervousness  and  mental  troubles  constipation  and  renal  in- 
sufficiency should  be  eliminated  as  causative  factors  before  we  rest 
our  diagnosis  on  some  nervous  reflex,  circulatory  disturbance  of  the 
nervous  centers,  or  organic  disease. 

The  competent  engineer  will  keep  the  bearings  of  his  engine  well 
polished,  the  smokestack,  waste  pipe,  and  ash  pan  free.  Fuel  and  oil 
alone  do  not  give  good  work.  No  more  will  stimulants,  tonics,  or  ali- 
ment in  that  exceedingly  complex  mechanism,  the  human  body,  suffice. 
Friction  and  clogging  must  be  prevented.  The  "divine  spark"  must 
not  be  allowed  to  smother  in  its  own  carbon,  become  choked  in  its  own 
soot,  extinguished  in  its  own  refuse ;  and  to  overlook  these  matters 
implies  time  wasted,  energies  exhausted,  trusts  betrayed. — Dr.  R.  A. 
Thompson  before  Third  District  Branch  N.  Y.  State  Med.  Ass'n 
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It  would  seem  that  where  one's  general  welfare  and  bodily  health 
were  concerned,  the  mercantile  instinct  which  impels  the  intending 
purchaser  to  seek  the  lowest  market  and  the  shopping  fiend  to  travel 
to  a  dozen  stores  and  waste  as  many  half-hours  to  save  a  few  cents, 
would  not  influence  the  patient  in  his  choice  of  a  physician.  Rather 
should  it  be  ability  and  experience  which  guide  his  selection,  but  un- 
fortunately this  is  not  always  so. 

People  think  that  probably  the  cheap  man  will  help  them,  at  any 
rate  it  won't  do  any  harm  to  try  him,  and  later,  if  obliged  to  pay  for 
the  advice  desired,  they  will  consult  some  one  who  is  capable.  Lodge- 
doctors  come  cheap  and  their  services  are  usually  worth  quite  as  little 
as  their  charges,  and  if  the  active  competition  continues  we  may  ex- 
pect soon  to  find  premiums  offered  for  patients — indeed  as  an  actual 
fact  a  physician  in  Providence  was  asked  to  give  "trading  stamps. " 
This  would  be  decidedly  funny  were  it  not  so  pitiful. 

To  what  straits  are  we  reduced  when  intelligent  men  and  women 
can  ask  such  foolish  questions?  Is  the  practice  of  medicine  so  low  in 
the  professional  scale  that  it  needs  to  be  bolstered  with  advertising 
mediums  and  bargain  days? 

In  no  branch  of  medicine  is  this  mania  for  getting  free  advice  better 
shown  than  in  the  practice  of  the  oculist.  Every  day  some  patient 
presents  who  has  run  the  gauntlet  of  the  "refracting  optician"  and 
sadly  to  his  cost  The  premiums  thus  paid  to  experience  are  apt  to  be 
so  positive  that  in  that  partiular  case  the  folly  is  never  repeated,  but 
new  ones  arise  and  these  fakirs  build  their  hopes  and  successes  upon 
the  adage  that  there  are  as  good  fish  in  the  sea  as  were  ever  caught 
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Recently  there  have  come  to  our  attention  several  flagrant  cases 
where  actual  harm  has  been  done  by  these  men,  and  it  needs  but  a 
few  repetitions  to  warrant  legislation  to  suppress  them — not  to  aid  the 
legitimate  physician,  for  his  work  is  increased  by  their  blunders,  but 
to  save  the  people  who  ought  to  know  better  from  being  so  imposed 
upon. 

A  mother  took  her  son,  a  lad  of  six  or  seven,  to  one  of  these  places 
where  eyes  are  examined  free  and  presided  over  by  a  refracting  op- 
tician. The  child's  teacher  had  noted  the  difficulty  experienced  in 
reading  and  had  notified  the  parents  of  a  probable  defect  of  vision. 
When  placed  before  the  types  by  the  examiner  the  vision  was  found 
to  be  poor,  and  it  was  not  apparently  improved  by  any  glass  placed 
before  the  eyes.  But  this  was  no  stickler  for  a  man  of  science,  he  had 
an  ophthalmoscope,  and  although  he  did  not  know  how  to  use  it,  he 
made  the  woman  think  he  did,  and  looking  into  the  eye,  he  gravely 
announced  that  there  was  nerve-trouble  and  that  medicine  was  indi- 
cated. "Give  the  child  strychnine  for  a  few  weeks, "  he  said.  No  dose 
was  indicated,  but  the  trusting  mother  made  for  a  drug-store  and  asked 
for  some  strychnine.  Strange  to  say,  some  tablets  of  1-30  grn.  were 
given  her  without  a  prescription  and  straightway  she  began  to  feed 
them  to  the  child. 

In  a  few  days  she  noted  a  strange  jerking  of  the  muscles,  and  con- 
sulting then  a  physician,  the  case  was  diagnosed  as  chorea  in  igno- 
rance that  such  a  drug  was  being  taken.  The  eye  symptoms  were  now 
more  pronounced  and  an  examination  under  a  mydriatic  revealed  a 
hypermetropia  of  nearly  six  dioptres  with  added  astigmatism. 

Correction  of  this  defect,  and  cessation  of  the  strychnine,  in  a  few 
weeks  restored  the  boy  to  health,  but  even  now  after  fatigue  or  ex- 
citement, choreic  movements  never  noted  before  the  administration  of 
the  drug,  are  present  for  short  intervals. — Atlantic  Medical  Weekly. 


EXAMINATION   OP   PATIENTS. 

Physicians,  with  large  practices  and  the  greed  of  grain,  are  very 
apt  to  become  careless  in  more  ways  than  one.  That  one  who  has  a 
large  and  lucrative  calling  in  any  sphere  of  life  should  become  indif- 
ferent toward  his  patrons  seems  absurd ;  merchants  and  other  busi- 
ness men  do  not  usually  encourage  any  of  their  clerks,  nor  do  they 
themselves  shun  their  clients  when  their  establishments  grow  to  be  of 
vast  importance  in  the  community.  Should  not  the  same  rule  apply 
to  physicians?  We  think  more  so,  from  the  fact  that  a  doctor's  calling 
is  far  beyond  and  above  that  of  many  others,  and  the  physician  should 
conduct  his  affairs  with  very  much  more  exactness  than  any  of  those 
mentioned. 

We  are  often  told  by  patients,  who  have  had  a  certain  doctor  for 
many  years,  that  "Doctor  so-and-so  was  at  one  time  a  splendid  doctor, 
but  since  he  has  gotten  to  be  busy,  he  is  not  worth  the  room  he  takes 
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up."  being  too  hurried  and  careless  with  his  examinations  and  diag- 
nosis, in  fact  so  much  so  that  they  have  become  disgusted,  and  in  con* 
sequence  have  gone  elsewhere  for  treatment.  Patients  who  pay  for 
their  medical  advice  and  attendance  should  receive  all  the  time  neces- 
sary for  their  case,  no  matter  how  many  are  waiting  to  follow  them. 
We  have  been  told  of  a  prominent  physician  who  claims  to  be  able  to 
wait  on  a  patient  in  one  minute's  time ;  any  practical  physician  can  at 
a  glance  see  that  this  is  impossible,  and  at  the  same  time  do  justice  to 
the  patient. 

Physicians  should  not  forget  that  their  existence  depends  entirely 
on  their  friends  and  clients,  and  they  should  be  willing  to  give  them 
ample  service  in  return  for  the  fees  they  collect.  The  passage  "it  is 
more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive' '  might  be  here  applied,  and  there- 
fore give  freely  of  your  services  to  those  who  require  them,  especially 
if  properly  remunerated.  A  patient  will  think  more  of  a  physician 
who  makes  a  thorough  effort  to  diagnose  his  ailment,  though  wrongly 
so  diagnosed,  than  if  hurriedly  made  and  incorrectly  at  the  same 
time. — Charlotte  Medical  Journal. 


LARGE    EATERS. 

Large  eaters  are  generally  deficient  in  activity  and  endurance. 
I  used  to  know  one  who  tried  hard  to  be  a  Christian,  but  failed  because 
of  too  much  dinner.  That  man  was  a  curiosity.  He  worked  in  a 
small  wood-turning  shop,  and  ate  five  times  a  day.  When  he  con- 
sulted me  about  his  "poor  stomach,"  I  told  him  flatly  that  he  was  a 
pig.  He  replied,  "You  are  mistaken,  I  am  faint  half  the  time,  and 
have  to  eat  extra  meals  to  keep  up  my  strength. "  I  went  at  him  with 
fact  and  physiology.  At  length  he  was  convinced,  and  promised  me 
that  he  would  follow  my  prescription,  which  was  this :  Take  but  two 
msals  a  day.  ...  In  fifteen  days  his  faintness  had  disappeared, 
and  he  rapidly  recovered.  To-day  he  is  a  healthy,  active  man,  and  a 
warm  advocate  of  two  meals  a  day,  and  moderate  ones. 

Temperate  people,  with  good  digestion,  never  feel  their  stomachs- 
forget  they  have  stomachs— while  these  big  eaters  are  always  hungry, 
faint,  or  bloated,  troubled  with  eructations,  acidity,  diarrhoea,  or  some 
other  unhappy  condition  of  the  digestive  apparatus. 

Persons  having  a  good  stomach  to  begin  with,  can,  by  practice,  learn 
to  digest  an  enormous  quantity  of  food.  If  they  give  their  whole  force 
and  vitality  to  this  business  of  grinding  grist,  they  can,  in  the  course 
of  even  a  short  life,  grind  through  immense  quantitiea  But  the  wiser, 
the  more  human  way,  is  to  find  out  just  how  much  food  is  needed  to 
run  the  machine,  exactly  what  fuel  will  keep  the  system  at  the  best 
working  point,  and  never  pass  these  bounds. 

For  years  the  author  had  eaten  three  hearty  meals  a  day.  At  length, 
upon  a  careful  consideration  of  the  physiology  of  digestion,  he  thought 
he  was  probably  using  too  much  of  his  force  in  that  function.  He  re- 
duced to  two  meals  a  day.     He  cannot  express  what  freedom  in  men- 
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tal  and  bodily  activity  he  experienced.  Men  with  large  heads  and 
well-made  bodies  sometimes  consume  so  much  of  their  nerve  force  in 
digestion  that  they  have  nothing  left  with  which  to  achieve  those  tri- 
umphs that  otherwise  would  be  easy  to  them.—  From  paper  of  Dio 
Lewis,  Af.  D.j  in  Journal  of  Hygiene. 


MASSAGE   TREATMENT   OF  FRACTURES. 

That  massage  is  becoming  an  important  factor  in  the  treatment 
of  fractures  is  evidenced  by  the  increasing  literature  on  this  subject 
Lucas  Championniere,  who  has  done  more  than  any  one  else  to  popu- 
larize this  method,  asserts  that  massage,  if  properly  and  gently  per- 
formed in  cases  of  fracture,  relieves  pain,  prevents  atrophy  of  mus- 
cles and  stiffness  of  the  joints,  hastens  the  reparative  process  in  bones, 
and  promotes  a  more  rapid  and  complete  restoration  of  function.  It 
would  appear  on  first  thought  that  if  applied  before  the  formation  of 
callus  between  the  fractured  ends  of  the  bone,  massage  might  pro- 
duce displacement ;  but  Championniere  points  out  that  if  the  move- 
ments are  slight  and  made  by  the  surgeon,  the  relation  of  the  frag- 
ment is  not  disturbed,  but  on  the  contrary,  union  is  more  rapid  and 
perfect.  The  improved  state  of  the  circulation  in  the  massaged  parts 
is  shown  by  the  prompt  disappearance  of  the  swelling,  due  to  the  ab- 
sorption of  the  ecchymosis  and  oedema,  with  the  consequent  relief 
from  pain. 

As  the  practical  originator  of  this  method,  Championniere  has  prob- 
ably been  somewhat  overenthusiastic  in  his  estimation  of  its  value, 
and  the  German  surgeons,  who  have  also  employed  it  extensively, 
have  restricted  its  use  to  fractures  in  or  near  joints,  or  have  resorted 
to  it  as  one  of  the  factors  in  the  ambulatory  treatment  of  fractures. 

In  a  recent  article  in  the  Medical  News,  Dr.  George  Woolsey  points 
out  the  advantages  of  this  method,  as  based  upon  his  own  experience 
and  that  of  others.  He  has,  for  the  most  part,  only  treated  fractures 
near  joints,  especially  Potts'  fracture,  and  fractures  of  the  radius, 
elbow,  patella,  shoulder  and  leg.  In  his  observations  pain  and  swell- 
ing subsided  early,  bony  union  was  obtained  by  the  end  of  the  third 
week,  and  when  allowed  to  get  up,  the  patients  were  able  to  walk 
without  a  cane  within  two  or  three  days  with  little  or  no  stiffness  or 
pain.  The  time  from  the  receipt  of  fracture  to  the  commencement  of 
massage  varied  from  one  to  eight  days,  averaging  two  days.  Mas- 
sage was  applied  as  a  rule  once  daily  for  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes, 
followed  by  passive  motion  which  increased  with  the  time  after  frac- 
ture. The  author  advises  that  splints  should  be  applied  between  the 
daily  fifteen  or  twenty  minute  applications  of  massage,  for  the  first 
ten  or  twenty  days,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  fracture  and  the 
tendency  to  displacement,  or  until  consolidation  occurs.  Oblique 
fracture  of  both  or  the  only  bone  in  a  limb,  or  fractures  near  the  mid- 
dle of  the  limb  with  a  tendency  to  displacement,  should  be  immobil- 
vol.  lvii. — 46 
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ized  until  consolidation  has  commenced.  In  the  latter  classes  of  frac- 
tures, in  fractures  of  the  lower  extremity,  in  alcoholic  or  very  aged 
persons,  and  in  fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  femur  in  the  aged,  he  re- 
gards ambulatory  treatment  as  indicated,  but  believes  that  in  private 
practice  equally  good  results  are  obtained  by  immobilization  of  the 
limb  for  a  short  time  in  the  best  position,  and  the  application  of  mas- 
sage and  passive  motion. 

In  summing  up  the  views  of  those  authors  who  approve  of  the  early 
use  of  massage  in  the  treatment  of  fractures,  it  will  be  seen  that  while 
Championniere  practically  employs  this  method  in  all  cases  except 
those  in  which  there  is  great  mobility  of  the  fragments,  German  sur- 
geons are  more  conservative,  and  are  not  inclined  to  resort  to  it  in 
fractures  of  the  shafts  of  bones  until  the  occurrence  of  sufficient  cal- 
lous formation,  unless  in  cases  in  which  there  is  no  tendency  to  dis- 
placement As  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Woolsey,  the  best  results  are 
probably  obtained  by  the  employment  of  massage  in  combination 
with  the  ambulatory  method  of  treatment. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  attitude  of  the  great  body  of  surgeons 
is  against  the  application  of  massage  until  late  in  the  period  of  heal- 
ing of  fractures.  Some  of  this  opposition  is,  perhaps,  attributable  to 
a  misconception  of  the  kind  of  massage  recommended  by  the  advo- 
cates of  this  method.  It  can  not  be  too  strongly  emphasized  that  all 
violent  and  forcible  manipulations  must  be  avoided,  and  that  they 
must  be  practiced  by  one  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  technique.  The 
chief  ground  of  contention,  however,  is  that  this  method  is  a  radical 
departure  from  all  previous  time-honored  principles  in  the  manage- 
ment of  fractures,  and  until  the  advantages  of  the  massage  treatment 
have  been  confirmed  by  a  much  larger  series  of  observations,  the  cau- 
tious and  conservative  surgeon  will  continue  to  place  his  chief  reliance 
upon  immobilization,  reserving  massage  for  the  later  stages  of  frac- 
tures, .or  for  those  involving  certain  joints. — International  Journal 
of  Surgery. 


ANESTHESIA. 

The  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  gives  the  following  instances 
in  which  chlorofrom  is  the  preferable  anesthetic :  1.  Chronic  endar- 
thritis  occurring  in  those  advanced  in  years.  2.  Chronic  inflammatory 
affections  of  the  respiratory  tract  and  advanced  pulmonary  disease. 
Of  course,  acute  catarrhal  affections  of  the  respiratory  tract  are  equally 
forbidding  to  the  use  of  ether ;  but  a  patient  suffering  from  such  an 
acute  inflammation  should,  unless  delay  were  hazardous,  be  cured  of 
his  catarrhal  condition  before  being  subjected  to  any  operative  inter- 
ference requiring  a  general  anesthetic.  3.  Renal  disease,  acute  or 
chronic.  4.  When  there  is  a  history  of  ether  having  been  taken  badly 
at  some  former  operation.  5.  Chronic  alcoholism.  6.  Those  cases  in 
which  the  galvanic  cautery  is  to  be  used  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
mouth  or  ear  passages.     7.  Cerebral  tumors  or  abscess.     8.  In  old 
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age.  9.  In  puerperal  eclampsia  in  where  an  immediate  effect  is  re- 
quired. 10.  Night  operations  with  artificial  light  11.  During  labor. 
12.  In  military  and  naval  practice,  on  the  field  of  battle,  its  use  seems 
to  be  at  times  justified,  although  strongly  contra-indicated. 

The  following  conditions  are  looked  upon  as  peculiarly  unsuited  for 
its  administration,  if  not,  indeed,  prohibitive :  1.  Surgical  shock.  2. 
Epilepsy.  3.  Spina  bifida  and  hydrocephalus  (Morton).  4.  When 
there  is  a  tendency  to  syncope.  5.  Fatty  heart  and  chronic  valvular 
disease.  6.  Acute  alcoholism :  Delirium  tremens  (Sansom).  7.  Fatty 
liver.  8.  It  is  unsafe  to  give  chloroform  to  a  patient  already  under 
the  influence  of  chloral,  whether  in  obstretical  practice  or  otherwise. 


SURGICAL    ITEMS. 

A  simple  colotomy  for  the  relief  of  one  suffering  from  intestinal 
obstruction,  may  be  performed  with  cocaine  anesthesia.  The  unin- 
flamed  peritoneum  is  remarkably  insensitive  to  pain  from  incision  or 
from  puncture,  and  the  patient  does  not  feel  the  suturing  of  bowel  to 
parietal  peritoneum.  The  incision  into  the  distended  gut  is  also  a  pro- 
cedure entirely  devoid  of  pain.  Manipulation  of  the  intestine,  how* 
ever,  such  as  is  necessary  in  finding  and  loosening  adhesions,  requires 
general  narcosis. 

Many  regard  the  presence  of  enlarged  epitrochlear  lymph  nodes  as 
pathognomonic  of  syphilis.  It  should,  however,  be  remembered  that 
almost  any  acute  infection  on  the  hand  or  forearm,  especially  if  it  be 
deep,  will  cause  these  glands  to  enlarge  and  even  suppurate.  Infec- 
tions on  the  back  of  the  fingers  or  hand,  and  along  the  ulna,  are  those 
which  more  commonly  cause  epitrochlear  swelling.  The  enlargement 
often  persists  for  some  time  after  the  original  wound  is  healed. 

In  cases  of  shock,  resulting  from  accidental  or  surgical  traumatism, 
it  is  important  to  remember  that  over-stimulation  is  often  productive 
of  bad  results.  Bryant  said  that  "To  do  enough  to  maintain  life  is 
essential;  to  do  more  is  dangerous."  Excessive  stimulation  is  very 
apt  to  cause  severe  secondary  hemorrhage,  and  the  production  of  ex- 
cessive heart  action  is  harmful  in  most  inflammatory  conditiona 

Among  other  aseptic  measures  of  importance,  a  careful  disinfection 
of  the  anaesthetizing  apparatus  deserves  to  be  considered.  The  rub- 
ber mouth -pieces  so  frequently  used  become  soiled  with  spittle,  with 
the  impurities  contained  in  the  patient's  exhalations,  and  even  with 
vomited  matter.  It  is  believed  that  many  a  case  of  post-operative 
pneumonia  has  had  its  origin  in  neglect  of  cleanliness  in  this  respect. 

Ruptures  of  arteries  caused  by  and  complicating  fractures  is  not  a 
common  occurrence.  When  it  happens  the  treatment  depends  gener- 
ally upon  the  nature  of  each  individual  case.  As  a  rule,  a  rupture 
that  happens  as  a  complication  of  a  simple  fracture  may  be  treated 
by  compression,  elevation  of  the  limb,  etc.,  since  it  is  important, 
whenever  possible,  to  avoid  converting  a  simple  into  a  compound  frac- 
ture.    In  fractures  that  are  already  exposed  to  the  air,  if  the  tissues 


076  PROFESSIONAL  ADVERTISING. 

are  not  too  disorganized,  the  vessel  is  to  be  sought  for  and  tied.  In 
rupture  of  the  femoral  this  vessel  may  have  to  be  tied  above  the  seat 
of  rupture,  but  here  also  compression  of  the  femoral  has  been  of 
service. 

An  infection  in  a  wound  where  primary  union  was  looked  for,  is 
almost  invariably  indicated  by  elevation  of  temperature.  In  severe 
and  dangerous  affection,  such  as  one  meets  when  virulent  streptococci 
are  present,  the  temperature  is  high ;  there  may  be  chill  and  there  is 
usually  pain.  Where  the  infection  is  of  a  mild  type,  however,  a  slight 
constant  elevation  may  be  for  many  days  the  only  sign,  and  must 
always  be  regarded  with  suspicion,  no  matter  how  dry  and  clean  the 
wound  union  may  seem.  Remember  that  the  normal  human  temper- 
ature taken  by  rectum  in  the  morning  is  below  ninety- nine  degrees 
Fahrenheit, — International  Jour,  of  Surg. 


PROFESSIONAL    ADVERTISING. 

The  leading  newspapers  of  the  country  every  day  contain  letters 
signed  by  medical  men,  distinguished  and  otherwise ;  they  have  re- 
views of  medical  works,  scientific  and  non  scientific ;  and  their  adver- 
tisement columns  are  never  free  from  heavily  paid  notices  of  books. 
Who,  then,  in  this  case,  is  to  apportion  blame,  and  to  demonstrate  to 
the  medical  profession  at  large,  the  reason  why,  using  a  homely 
phrase,  that  which  is  sauce  for  the  goose  should  not  also  be  sauce  for 
the  gander?  Why,  for  example,  Mr.  Jones,  the  humble  licentiate  of 
a  back  street,  should  not  publish  and  advertise  a  book  on  gouty  dys- 
pepsia, when  Sir  Peter  Smith,  the  President  of  Jones'  College,  takes 
similar  measures  to  make  the  world  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  his 
ponderous  treatise  upon  modern  medicine.  The  mere  fact  of  the  one 
man  having  written  a  bad  book  and  the  other  a  good  one  cannot  affect 
the  principle  involved  in  the  main  question,  as  to  whether  it  is  right 
or  wrong  for  a  medical  man  to  advertise  professional  works  in  lay 
newspapers.  The  excuse  sometimes  put  forward  by  delinquents  that 
the  publishers  are  alone  responsible  for  such  actions  is  worthless.  It  is 
equal  to  saying  they  themselves  have  no  control  over  the  publishers 
in  what,  if  we  are  to  believe  theory  rather  than  practice,  is  a  point 
vital  above  all  things  to  the  high  professional  repute  of  the  medical 
man. 

Quite  recently  a  London  specialist  took  advantage  of  the  forthcom- 
ing Diamond  Jubilee  to  scatter  his  name  broadcast  over  the  face  of  the 
land.  The  royal  procession  was  to  pass  a  certain  hospital,  the  author- 
ities of  which  naturally  wished  to  turn  an  honest  penny  out  of  the  po- 
sition they  were  lucky  enough  to  occupy  along  the  line  of  route. 
They  accordingly  issued  a  circular  advertisement,  in  which  many 
facts  concerning  the  wants,  wishes,  and  aspirations  of  the  hospital 
were  duly  set  forth,  and  plans  and  prices  of  seats  appended.  Outside 
of  the  envelope,  beneath  the  name  of  the  hospital,  was  a  facsimile 
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signature  of  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  institution,  as  it  were,  franking 
the  document  If  ever  there  was  a  bold  advertisement  of  a  name,  in 
a  manner  contemptuous  of  every  canon  of  the  unwritten  code  of  the 
profession,  there  it  stood  recorded.  But  such  a  matter  is  no  one's 
business,  and  no  more  notice  is  likely  to  be  taken  of  it  than  that  con- 
tained in  a  passing  comment  such  as  the  present 

Why  should  not  the  general  Medical  Council  and  the  colleges  make 
some  general  law  dealing  with  the  blatant  forms  of  self-advertisement? 
Then  we  should  have,  at  any  rate,  some  formulated  basis  for  regu- 
lating these  things,  instead  of  trusting,  as  we  do  at  present,  to  the 
chaos  of  an  irresponsible  standard  that  is  no  standard,  and  that  simply 
invites  a  cynical  conflict  between  precept  and  practice.— Medical 

Press  and  Circular, 

■  ♦ 

Absorbent    Power    of    the    Skin. 

Dr.  Juhl  has  been  making  experiments  on  the  absorbent  power 
of  the  human  skin  for  fluids  in  the  form  of  spray.  The  lower  extrem- 
ities were  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  body  by  a  partition,  the  open- 
ing in  which  was  carefully  packed  with  india  rubber,  so  that  no  fluid 
might  pass  to  the  rest  of  the  body.  The  spray  was  then  made  to  play 
upon  the  isolated  extremity,  and  only  normal  skin  was  exposed  to  it, 
all  patches  which  were  unduly  reddened  being  covered  with  gutta- 
percha tissue  firmly  fixed  with  chloroform.  The  skin  was  carefully 
cleansed  with  soap  and  water  before  the  commencement  of  the  exper- 
iment ;  and  after  spraying,  the  superfluous  fluid  was  wiped  off,  the 
leg  rubbed  with  fat,  and  a  close  bandage  applied,  before  the  limb  was 
removed  from  its  isolation.  The  drugs  used  were  ferrocyanide  of  po 
tassium,  salicylic  acid,  salicylate  of  soda,  iodide  of  potassium,  and 
ticture  of  iodine ;  and  all  of  them  were  found,  in  greater  or  less  quan- 
tity, in  the  urine.  Alcoholic  solutions  were  found  to  be  absorbed  more 
readily  than  the  aqueous. 


Bandaging  is  one  of  the  minor  surgical  arts  that  best  reveals  the 
accomplished  surgeon.  Each  turn  should  meet  a  decided  and  distinct 
indication,  and  the  pressure  which  it  causes  should  be  accurately 
gauged  and  understood.  It  is  a  surgical  sin  ever  to  place  a  bandage 
beneath  a  splint,  and  a  bandage  that  causes  oedema  of  an  extremity 
is  nearly  always  the  result  of  an  injudicious  procedure. — Pacific  Bee. 


Operate  upon  all  lacerations  of  the  cervix  associated  with  eversion 
of  the  mucous  membrane,  erosion  of  the  cervix,  or  cystic  degener- 
ation, if  the  treatment  fails,  in  a  reasonable  length  of  time,  to  effect 
a  cure.  Operate  upon  all  lacerations  which  are  associated  with  en- 
dometritis, retro  displacements  of  the  uterus,  or  subinvolution,  if 
these  complications  are  due  to  traumatism. — W.  F.  Ash  ton 
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ALLOPATHIC  TEACHING-ITS  DEFECTS. 

The  Bulletin  of  the  American  Academy  of  Medicine  is  the  jour- 
nal of  the  new  Association  of  regular  physicians.  The  elect  Associa- 
tion is  smaller  in  numbers  than  the  American  Medical  Association, 
but  the  membership  is  presumably  greater  in  culture. 

The  October  issue  of  the  Bulletin  devoted  sixteen  pages  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  "the  relation  of  the  literary  college  to  the  medical  school," 
by  such  eminent  men  of  their  ranks  as  Dr.  Bayard  Holmes,  Prof. 
Warfield,  President  of  Lafayette  College,  Drs.  Pepper,  Wilson,  Gas- 
ton, Talley,  Hurd,  DeLency,  Marcy,  Conner,  and  Elmer  Lee.  The 
last  named  gentleman  "let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag"  in  the  following 
language: 

"The  remarks  of  Dr.  Pepper  have  made  a  deep  impression  in  my 
mind ;  the  conclusion  is  that  as  he  had  A,  B.  's  for  his  students,  it  does 
not  follow  that  failure  to  pass  the  examinations  is  the  fault  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  than  which  there  is  no  better  equipped  insti- 
tution for  the  teaching  of  medicine,  nor  is  it  the  fault  of  the  teacher 
or  students.  Then,  gentlemen,  where  is  the  fault,  and  what  is  the 
cause  of  these  low  examination  percentages  and  sad  disappointments 
of  which  Dr.  Pepper  speaks?  Is  it  not  possible  the  oft  repeated  state- 
ment which  medical  men  make,  and  made  by  one  no  less  distinguished 
than  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  that  it  takes  every  student  ten  years  to  revise 
that  which  was  learned  in  the  medical  college,  indicate*  the  weak 
point  in  the  medical  educational  systemt  Is  it  not  probable  that 
that  which  is  taught,  not  the  one  who  teaches,  nor  the  method  by 
which  teaching  is  performed,  but  the  thing  itself  may  be  the  cause  of 
confusion  and  disappointment  in  examination  papers?  Do  you  not 
know  that  the  practice  of  medicine  is  a  system  of  empiric  cotitradic- 
tfon,  a*  popularly  taught  at  the  present  time  f  My  opinion  is,  not 
wishing  to  disagree  with  anybody,  that  the  trouble  in  medical  educa- 
tion is  largely  with  that  which  is  taught,  not  with  the  teacher.       * 

*  *  It  would  appear,  then,  that  the  systematic  college  training 
was  not  an  aid  to  a  comprehension  of  medical  theory  and  practice.  In 
my  recollection  as  a  student  of  medicine,  the  discouraging  effect  owing 
to  the  inconsistencies  and  confusion  of  materia  medica  was  so  great 
that  it  almost  determined  me  to  change  my  plans  and  enter  some  other 
profession,  for  it  seemed  to  me  well  nigh  impossible  to  master  the 
subject  as  applied  to  the  treatment  of  disease,  I  assert  after  fif- 
teen years  or  active  experience  that  it  is  impossible  to  harmonize  the 
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materia  medico,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  understand  practice  and 
surgery,  or  any  single  one  of  the  branches  of  medicine,  under  the 
present  system  of  accepted  beliefs,  the  basis  upon  which  these  empir- 
icisms are  founded.  Empiricism  is  at  the  root  of  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine ;  physicians'  opinions  differ  according  to  the  length  of  time  since 
they  left  the  medical  school,  according  to  experience  and  incidents  of 
life.  These  formulated  differences  of  belief  called  papers,  when  read 
before  our  scientific  bodies  and  printed  in  books,  constitute  the  mate- 
rial which  is  placed  before  students  and  studied  as  the  science  of  med- 
icine    Is  that  right?" 

We  have  italicized  the  important  points  These  glaring  defects  are 
openly  acknowledged  by  the  leading  teachers  in  the  regular  colleges ; 
they  are  defects  in  teaching  the  regular  system  of  medicine.  Of  what 
value  is  it  to  graduate  men  well  versed  in  the  pathology,  etiology,  and 
diagnosis  of  disease,  when  there  is  such  a  culpable  lack  of  any  know- 
ledge of  true  drug  action,  and  the  ability  to  successfully  treat  disease? 
What  would  be  the  advantage  of  living  in  a  house  in  a  storm,  even  if 
it  had  a  solid  foundation  and  good  walls,  if  the  roof  was  entirely  lack- 
ing? Where  has  the  vaunted  centuries  of  the  so-called  science  of 
medicine  (allopathic)  landed  the  faithful?  Of  what  use  can  four 
years  college  study  of  the  fundamental  branches  be,  if  it  leads  to  a 
"system  of  empiric  contradiction,"  to  "inconsistencies  and  confusiou 
of  materia  medica" — if  it  takes  "ten  years  to  unlearn  what  was  learned 

in  college?" 

*        *        *        * 

But  a  truce  to  this  facetious  dissertation.  The  world  is  indebted  to 
our  regular  friends  for  many  valuable  remedies.  Many  brilliant  men 
have  contributed  to  the  progress  of  medical  education  in  the  name  of 
regular  medication.  Conspicuous  scholars  have  devoted  their  lives  to 
the  cause  of  medicine  under  the  name  Regular.  Alas  1  the  fault  of 
our  regular  friends  is,  not  that  they  have  done  little,  but  that  they 
do  not  give  credit  to  others  for  the  work  that  others  have  done.  Could 
they  do  this,  and  unite  their  energies  with  other  physicians,  much  suf- 
fering might  be  saved  humanity.  Were  they  free  to  meet  gentlemen  who 
have  thought  in  other  lines,  and  investigated  in  other  fields,  no  harm 
could  come  to  either  party.  But  that  execrable  code  of  ethics  which 
says,  you  can  not  consult  with  a  scholar  of  any  other 'school,  but  you 
must  meet  on  a  level  the  blackleg  of  your  own,  stultifies  him  who 
claims  to  be  regular,  because  of  this  stain  on  his  birthright. 


HYDRASTIS    CANADENSIS. 

This  is  the  old  "yellow  puccoon"  of  the  North  American  Indians. 
The  physicians  of  early  days,  before  chemists  and  pharmacists  played 
such  an  active  part  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  used  either  the  pow- 
dered root  or  a  decoction  or  infusion  of  the  drug.  To  this  other  agents 
were  frequently  added,  and  thus  were  formed  the  simple  compounds 
which  constituted  the  majority  of  the  prescriptions  of  our  Eclectic 
forefathers.     The  powdered  drugs  or  these  aqueous  extracts  were  used 
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both  locally  and  internally,  and  the  results  obtained  were  satisfactory, 
even  if  the  doses  taken  were  nasty. 

Later,  alcoholic  preparations,  tinctures,  and  fluid  extracts  came  into 
vogue,  and  these  varied  much  in  strength,  accordingly  as  the  alcohol 
was  strong  or  weak,  and  the  root  fresh  and  active,  or  dried,  inactive- 
worthless.  Still  later,  the  chemists  muddled  matters  more  and  more 
by  separating  from  hydrastis  and  some  other  drugs  a  number  of  so- 
called  active  principles.  In  the  case  of  hydrastis,  we  confess  that  we 
have  never  been  enabled  to  satisfactorily  unravel  the  entanglement. 
We  know,  however,  that  there  is  in  the  drug  a  white  alkaloid  that  is 
called  hydrazine,  and  a  yellow  alkaloid  called  berberine.  (Unfortu- 
nately some  writers  have  called  this  yellow  alkaloid  hydrastine,  alsa) 
Besides  these,  there  are  resinoids  and  other  compounds  in  the  crude 
drug.  An  alcoholic  preparation  of  the  drug  then— the  specific  med- 
icine, for  instance— contains  all  the  organic  constituents  of  the  drug 
that  are  soluble  in  alcohol— the  bitter  berberine,  the  white  alkaloid, 
resinous  and  oily  substances— but  not  the  inorganic  salts.  Prof.  King, 
years  ago,  was  conversant  with  this  fact,  though  perhaps  not  familiar 
with  the  full  chemistry  of  the  drug,  and  he  objected  to  the  use  of  alco- 
holic products  of  hydrastis,  because  of  their  unpleasant  action  upon 
the  stomach  and  intestinal  tract. 

A  complete  study  of  hydrastis  as  a  remedy  should  be  based  upon  a 
knowledge  of  the  action  of  the  whole  drug ;  on  the  action  of  the  alco- 
holic preparations,  of  which  the  specific  medicine  is  the  Eclectic  stan- 
dard, always  being  uniform ;  on  the  action  of  the  berberine,  or  yellow 
alkaloid ;  and  on  the  action  of  the  aqueous  or  white  alkaloid.  Even 
after  studying  all  of  these,  most  efficient  remedial  qualities  might  be 
found  in  each  of  the  resinoid,  oleaginous,  and  other  constituents. 
Every  principle,  we  are  satisfied,  has  its  own  individuality  as  a  rem- 
edy— its  own  train  of  indications,  and  its  own  certain  physiological 
and  clinical  effects. 

They  have  not  been  sufficiently  studied  separately.  At  least  de- 
scriptions of  hydrastis,  as  we  find  them  in  our  text-books  on  materia 
medica  and  in  medical  journals,  are  very  much  jumbled,  when  it 
comes  to  definiteness  as  to  whether  results  are  due  to  the  action  of  the 
whole  drug,  or  to  a  specific  constituent  of  it. 

Hydrastis  has  been  variously  described  as  a  tonic,  a  stomachic,  a 
detergent,  an  alterative,  a  laxative,  an  antispasmodic,  an  ecbolic,  a 
direct  emmenagogue,  and  as  a  local  anesthetic.  It  may  be  all  of 
these,  and  even  more.  But  we  do  not  believe  that  all  of  these  prop- 
erties reside  in  any  one  preparation  of  hydrastis.  We  do  believe  that 
the  general  tonic  and  stomachic  effects  of  the  drug  are  due  to  the 
bitter,  berberine  principles  of  the  plant ;  and  that  the  white  alkaloid 
side  of  it  is  the  source  of  the  activity  that  proves  so  highly  efficient  in 
the  treatment  of  the  various  diseases  of  the  mucous  tissues  of  the  body. 
We  believe  that  these  two  constitueuts  of  hydrastis  are  as  unlike  in 
their  clinical  action  upon  the  human  body,  as  they  are  in  their  physi- 
cal appearance,  and  in  their  taste. 
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We  are  just  as  positive,  too,  that  we  have  seen  results  obtained 
through  the  use  of  the  powdered  drug  as  a  remedy,  which  could  not 
possibly  be  obtained  through  the  use  of  either  the  berberine  or  white 
alkaloid  solutions.  This  successful  use  of  powdered  hydrastis  in  the 
cure  of  disease  will  soon  be  numbered  among  the  lost  arts,  for  the 
younger  men  of  our  school  do  not  use  it ;  they  have  not  been  taught 
to  use  it,  as  were  the  physicians  of  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago.  We  are 
not  inclined  to  criticise  any  one  on  this  point.  In  fact  we  believe 
that  the  same  ends  are  to  day  brought  about  more  easily  and  pleas- 
antly through  the  use  of  other  remedies.  However,  among  our  older 
men  powdered  hydrastis  is  still  a  constituent  of  stomach  and  chill 
powders :  a  part  or  a  whole  of  a  powder  over  which  hot  water  is  to  be 
poured,  and  the  liquid  used  as  a  gargle,  or  mouthwash.  By  some  it 
is  given  in  this  form  as  a  laxative,  an  alterative,  an  emmenagogue,  an 
ecbolic. 

The  specific  medicine  hydrastis  is  indicated  when  there  is  irritation 
of  the  gastro  intestinal  tract,  with  yellow  tongue,  full,  expressionless 
tipsues ;  there  is  poor  appetite  and  poorer  digestion.  The  nutritive 
processes  are  below  par.  Altogether  these  symptoms  are  not  so  very 
much  unlike  those  demanding  small  doses  of  podophyllin,  and  often- 
times when  we  have  given  hydrastis  and  podophyllin  in  combination 
we  wondered  which  it  was  that  effected  the  change.  Hydrastis  is  not 
the  remedy  in  active  inflammation,  with  arrest  of  secretion  ;  occasion- 
ally podophyllin  is. 

Old-school  men,  who  have  studied  hydrastis,  say  that  it  contracts 
the  blood-vessels,  and  not  the  muscles ;  that  its  continued  use  causes 
persistent  anemia  of  a  part  Because  of  this  it  is  recommended  in 
fibro  myomata,  subinvolution,  and  in  certain  forms  of  endo  metritis 
(hemorrhagic).  It  is  praised  for  its  action  in  climacteric  floodings, 
pyosalpinx,  and  is  said  to  reduce  hyperemia,  and  to  relieve  congestive 
pelvic  trouble  generally.  One  author  declares  that  hydrastis  and 
strychnine  are  congeners ;  that  its  action  is  similar,  though  a  little 
less  powerful  on  the  digestion,  circulation,  respiration,  and  the  nerv- 
ous system ;  and  that  poisoning  from  overdoses  of  hydrastis  presents 
the  same  symptoms  as  does  strychnine,  and  that  the  treatment  thereof 
-should  be  the  same ;  that  its  action  on  the  uterus  is  a  feeble  oxytocic, 
like  but  less  active  than  ergot.  Another  says  that  it  will  not  only  re- 
lieve the  uterine  hemorrhage  due  to  relaxed  vessels,  and  blast  uterine 
fibroids  in  their  incipiency,  but  that  it  will  overcome  uterine  hyper- 
plasia due  to  child  birth,  and  "many  times  averts  trachelorrhaphy  in 
•a  torn  cervix."  (?) 

Alcoholic  hydrastis  we  believe  to  be  an  excellent  remedy  in  some 
•cases  of  atonic  dyspepsia,  with  its  train  of  symptoms— languor,  de- 
bility, anorexia,  torpid  liver,  constipation,  etc.  Scudder  frequently 
recommended  the  hydrastine  1  4  gr.  podophyllin  1  20  gr.  pill,  five  or 
six  daily,  to  whip  up  a  torpid,  inactive  liver,  and  as  a  cure  for  the 
constipation  due  thereto. 
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Hydrastis  in  its  entirety  has  been  frequently  recommended  as  a 
remedy  for  chronic  malarial  affections.  We  do  not  deem  it  the  equal 
of  either  quinine  or  arsenic ;  however,  we  can  conceive  a  case  so  con- 
ditioned in  which  hydrastis  would  be  the  indicated  remedy  prepara- 
tory to  giving  the  periodic — quinine.  It  is  highly  commended  as  a 
tonic  in  night-sweats,  and  in  delirium  tremens ;  in  the  vomiting  of 
pregnancy,  and  in  convalescence,  as  well  as  in  some  cases  of  epilepsy. 
It  has  been  highly  recommended  in  certain  forms  of  gastritis,  and  in 
stomatitis,  both  the  mercurial  and  aphthous  varieties.  It  has  been 
recommended  as  a  superior  remedy  to  be  used  both  locally  and  inter- 
nally in  cancer.  We  have  little  faith  in  this  use  of  it,  other  than  for 
its  tonic  effect. 

It  is  not  for  any  of  the  foregoing  uses  that  we  most  highly  prize 
hydrastis.  It  is  for  its  peculiar  effects  upon  the  mucous  tissues — the 
effects  produced  by  the  colorless  constitents  in  the  diseases  herein- 
after enumerated— that  we  dote  upon  hydrastis.  The  form  of  the 
remedy  is  an  aqueous  solution  of  these  principles.  The  standard 
preparation — the  one  that  is  used  and  praised  by  physicians  of  all 
schools — is  Lloyd's  hydrastis.  It  contains  the  inorganic  as  well 
as  the  colorless  organic  salts.  It  is  the  remedy  for  diseased  mucous 
tissues,  and  we  have  little  or  no  faith  in  it  as  a  remedy  for  diseased 
connective  or  muscular  tissues.  We  seldom  prescribe  it  internally, 
though  by  some  it  is  used  and  highly  praised  as  an  internal  medica- 
ment. 

Colorless  hydrastis  surpasses,  in  both  efficiency  and  pleasantness, 
all  other  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhea.  It  does  not  stain 
the  clothing,  and  it  is  not  painful.  For  more  than  ten  years,  hydras- 
tis in  this  form  has  been  my  only  ingestion  in  gonorrhea.  We  do  not 
exactly  say  that  hydrastis  injected  is  a  specific  for  gonorrhea,  but  we 
do  say,  that  when  properly  used,  and  in  connection  with  the  indicated 
internal  remedy,  it  will  cure  ninety- five  per  cent  of  all  cases  of  gon- 
orrhea. Keep  the  bowels  open  by  laxative  doses  of  sulphate  of  mag- 
nesia ;  relieve  the  ardor  urinae  by  specific  gelsemium,  cannabis  indica, 
eryngium,  apis,  or  any  other  remedy  indicated  in  the  case  before  you. 
No  stereotyped  treatment  ivill  fit  all  cases  of  gonorrhea.  For  the 
first  few  days,  while  the  discharge  is  so  free,  warm  water  injections 
will  answer  as  well  as  hydrastis,  or  as  anything  else — better  than 
astringent  injections.  In  a  few  days,  begin  by  a  prescription  of 
the  hydrastis  one  ounce,  water  and  hamamelis,  aa.  ad.  to  four 
ounces.  Inject  a  drachm  three  or  four  times  a  day  after  urinating. 
Too  much  hydrastis  in  an  injection  makes  trouble.  We  do  not  know 
whether  this  is  due  to  the  hydrastis  itself  or  to  the  glycerine  in  the 
mixture ;  we  believe  it  to  be  due  to  the  latter.  Occasionally  a  case 
will  not  be  completely  cured  until  a  small  amount  of  sulphate  of  zino 
or  sugar  of  lead  has  been  added  to  the  injection ;  but  when  hydrastis 
is  used,  it  need  not  be  much,  nor  is  there  any  danger  of  stricture.    In 
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fifteen  yean  experience  we  have  never  had  a  stricture  follow  in  the 
wake  of  the  use  of  this  hydrastis  in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhea. 

Hydrastis  of  the  white  alkaloid  variety  has  a  most  beneficent  action 
in  the  treatment  of  chronic  coryza,  and  in  all  catarrhal  troubles,  no 
matter  where  found,  if  it  can  be  applied  locally.  It  is  as  efficient  a 
mouth-wash  as  we  know  in  indolent  and  ulcerative  conditions  of  the 
mouth,  whether  they  be  aphthous  or  specific.  It  is  superior  to  any 
other  remedy  in  many  cases  of  follicular  tonsillitis,  and  as  an  applica- 
tion to  the  naso-  and  oro-pharynx  after  tonsillitis  or  any  catarrhal 
disease  of  those  regions.  Carefully  used  in  earache  it  is  excellent 
Many  times  hydrastis  of  too  great  strength,  as  we  said  above  in  speak- 
ing of  gonorrhea,  causes  a  disturbing  irritation.  The  wind  must  be 
tempered  to  the  shorn  lamb,  so  must  the  strength  of  hydrastis  solution 
be  fitted  to  the  case  in  hand. 

Hydrastis  is  an  excellent  topical  application  to  the  womb  and  vagina 
in  leucorrhoeal  disorders.  It  may  be  diluted  with  either  hamamelis 
or  water,  and  a  tampon  saturated  with  the  dilution  left  in  situ  twenty- 
four  or  thirty  hours.  It  is  the  same  efficient  remedy  when  applied  to 
anal  fissure,  rectal  ulceration,  chancre,  chancroid,  and  indolent  ulcer- 
ations of  the  mucous  membrane  at  any  point  By  some  it  is  sug- 
gested in  the  treatment  of  certain  skin  troubles,  like  acne,  seborrhea, 
sicca,  bromidrosis,  hyperidrosis,  and  as  an  inhalation  in  various  ca- 
tarrhal troubles,  and  in  bronchitis,  whether  of  a  simple  or  tubercular 
nature.  In  these  latter  uses  our  experience  has  not  been  ample 
enough  to  speak  authoritatively.  It  is  also  recommended  locally  in 
epithelial  cancer,  lupus,  rhagades,  and  a  number  of  chronic  skin  erup- 
tions. We  have  little  or  no  faith  in  this  use  of  it.  As  a  wash  to  the 
bladder  in  chronic  cystitis,  it  is  efficient  The  same  is  true  of  it  in 
eye  troubles,  such  as  catarrhal  or  follicular  conjunctivitis,  and  in 
otitis  media,  with  a  free  purulent  discharge.  Generally  speaking, 
hydrastis  is  the  remedy  in  mucous  membrane  troubles  when  the  tis- 
sues are  relaxed,  blood-vessels  dilated,  and  the  secretions  free, 

Hydrastis  is  antagonized  by  alkalies,  the  mineral  and  vegetable 
acids,  and  physiologically  by  hydrate  of  chloral,  bromide  of  potassi- 
um, motor  depressants,  etc.  Its  action  as  a  tonic  and  stomachic  is 
increased  by  quinine  and  the  various  vegetable  bitters ;  on  the  uterus 
by  ergot ;  on  the  nervous  system  by  strychnine,  etc.  w.  e.  b. 


THE    "WOODBRIDQE    TREATMENT." 

A  fever  so  universal  as  typhoid,  and  whose  mortality  has  hereto- 
fore been  so  large,  when  treated  by  the  older  methods,  is  to  be  shorn 
of  its  terrors,  if  this  new  treatment  is  what  is  claimed  for  it.  Not  only 
is  the  mortality  to  be  lessened,  but  the  duration  is  to  be  shortened, 
that  it  will  be  no  more  dreaded  than  an  ordinary  febricule. 

A  treatment  to  be  successful  must  correct  all  the  wrongs  incident  to 
the  disease :  must  be  sedative  and  antipyretic ;  must  look  after  the 
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secretions,  correct  the  wrongs  of  the  intestinal  canal,  control  the  sepsis 
of  the  blood,  quiet  the  nervous  system,  act  as  tonic  or  stimulant  when 
the  forces  flag.  Dr.  Woodbridge  claims  in  his  treatment  to  do  all 
this.  He  says  in  his  book,  page  292:  "The  treatment,  to  ineet  all 
the  indications,  must  be  antiseptic,  laxative,  diuretic,  and  diaphoretic. 
It  must  be  more  even  than  all  this ;  it  must  have  power  to  devitalize 
or  render  non-toxic  all  of  the  lethal  or  deleterious  elements  that  have 
entered  the  system,  whether  circulating  in  the  blood  or  migrating 
through  the  various  tissues  and  organs  of  the  body. "  After  describ- 
ing a  severe  case,  page  301,  he  gives  the  following  treatment,  page 
302:  "Begin  the  medicinal  treatment  of  this  patient  with  formula 
No.  1 :  R — Podophyllin  resin  1-960  gr. :  mercunous  chloride,  mild, 
1-16  gr. ;  guaicol  carbonate  1.16  gr. ;  menthol  1-16  gr. ;  eucalyptol 
q.  &  Make  one  tablet.  Give  one  of  these  tablets  every  fifteen  min- 
utes during  all  of  the  wakeful  portion  of  the  first  forty-eight  hours. 
If  necessary  the  patient  should  be  aroused  so  that  he  got  80  to  100  or 
more  tablets.  This  is  to  be  washed  down  with  large  quantities  of 
distilled  or  sterilized  water. 

At  the  end  of  twenty-four  hours,  begin  with  formula  No.  2 : 

R — Podophyllum  resin  1  960  gr. ;  mercurous  chloride,  mild,  1  16 
gr.  ;  guaicol  carbonate  1-4  gr. ;  menthol  1-16  gr.  ;  thymol  1  16  gr. ; 
eucalyptol  q.  s.  Give  one  tablet  of  this  formula  every  fifteen  min- 
utes, together  with  the  one  or  more  tablets  of  formula  No.  1,  until  five 
or  six  free  evacuations  of  the  bowels  have  been  procured  during  this 
and  the  following  day.  *  *  *  Not  less  than  six  free  evacuations 
of  the  bowels  having  been  secured  during  each  of  two  successive  pe- 
riods of  twenty-four  hours,  the  dosage  of  formula  No.  2  may  be  light- 
ened by  giving  the  medicine  less  and  less  frequently  each  day,  and 
thus  allowing  the  alvine  dejections  to  gradually  diminish  to  two  or 
three  evacuations  at  the  end  of  the  first  week. 

About  the  third  or  fourth  day,  formula  No.  3  should  be  adminis- 
tered, each  capsule  of  which  contains :  R— Thymol  1  gr. ;  guaicol 
carbonate  3  grs. ;  menthol  J  gr  ;  eucalyptol  5  minims.  Give  one  of 
these  capsules  every  three  hours  until  the  temperature  has  been  nor- 
mal at  least  three  days. 

This  is  the  Woodbridge  treatment  as  given  in  his  late  work.  Every 
patient  having  typhoid  is  to  be  given  these  three  formulas.  They  are 
the  specifics.  The  important  question  in  the  premises  is,  will  it  prove 
successful T  Will  it  stand  the  test  in  all  cases?  Theoretically  we  say 
na  Any  one  with  even  limited  experience  in  this  fever  recognizes 
the  fact  that  while  all  typhoid  patients  have  much  in  common,  yet 
scarcely  any  two  are  just  alika  In  one  patient  the  lesion  of  the  cir- 
culation is  the  most  prominent,  and  the  sedative  is  the  best  remedy ; 
another  will  need  stimulants  from  the  first  to  the  end ;  another  will 
need  the  proper  antiseptic — it  may  be  the  sulphites,  or  chlorates,  or 
acids,  while  others  will  do  better  on  baptisia  or  echafolta.  While 
some  may  need  a  laxative,  others  certainly  will  need  an  agent  to  con- 
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trol  the  frequent  stool,  which  is  exhausting  the  patient  One  patient 
will  need  a  sedative  to  the  nervous  system,  while  another  lies  in  more 
or  less  of  a  comatose  condition,  and  needs  a  decided  stimulant  to 
arouse  the  sluggish  nerve  centers.  To  meet  the  various  needs  of  each 
individual  case  requires  a  careful  study,  and  to  ask  one,  two,  or  three 
formulas  to  meet  all  conditions  that  the  patient  may  have,  is  expect- 
ing too  much. 

Again,  it  is  never  well  to  disturb  a  patient  so  frequently  as  this 
treatment  necessarily  does.  Think  of  giving  medicine  every  fifteen 
minutes  day  and  night  for  two  or  three  days,  and  during  the  interval 
of  medication  the  patients  will  need  nourishment ;  so  between  dosing 
and  feeding  the  patient  would  have  the  spoon  in  the  mouth  nearly  all 
the  tima  The  worry  of  such  constant  attention  would  deprive  the 
patient  of  much  needed  rest. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  objections  to  the  treatment  as  I  see  them. 
Still,  what  the  medical  man  is  after  is  the  best  method  of  treating  the 
disease,  and  if  the  claims  of  the  author  can  be  substantiated,  we  will 
gladly  acknowledge  our  mistake.  r.  l.  t. 


THE  PASSING  OF  THE  KLEBS-LOEFFLER  BACILLUS. 

"According  to  the  London  correspondent  of  Medical  Progress 
the  most  humiliating  come  down  for  the  bacteriologist  is  seen  in  the 
attitude  he  is  forced  to  sustain  relative  to  the  diagnostic  value  of  the 
Klebs  Loeffler  bacillua  This  bacillus  is  now  regarded  as  not  at  all 
diagnostic  of  diphtheria,  and  its  presence  is  given  no  particular  sig- 
nificance in  this  regard  by  any  well  informed  man  in  London." — The 
Medical  Times,  Nov.  1897. 

The  preceding  statement  is  significant  of  the  present  status  of  bac- 
teriology. To  those  who  have  been  such  ardent  advocates  of  the  bac- 
terial causation  of  disease  such  a  view  as  that  held  by  the  more  promi- 
nent of  London  physicians  must  indeed  be  humiliating.  It  is  simply 
a  page  of  history  repeating  itself.  Ever  since  the  dawn  of  medical 
history  man  has  been  endeavoring  by  theories  to  account  for  the  causes 
of  disease,  and  but  a  glance  back  over  the  pages  of  medical  annals 
will  reveal  what  dismal  failures  have  attended  his  efforts.  So  far  as 
causative  factors  are  concerned  in  the  production  of  diseases  we  are 
in  this  age  but  little  in  advance  of  some  of  the  ancients.  It  was  fondly 
hoped  that  in  this,  the  antiseptic  or  antibacterial  age  in  medicine 
a  solution  of  the  question  might  be  accomplished,  but,  according 
to  the  views  of  many  of  the  most  studious  and  learned  investigators, 
the  time  is  not  at  hand — at  least,  in  their  opinions,  the  bacterial  ori- 
gin of  diseases  is  not  conclusively  proven. 

While  a  very  large  proportion  of  physicians  recognize  the  existence 
of  bacteria,  for  they  do  exist,  these  physicians  have  not  been  ready  to 
accept  the  view  that  these  germs  are  the  causative  factors  in  the  pro- 
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duction  of  disease.  Much  less  have  many  physicians  felt  like  accept- 
ing the  theory  that  special  or  individual  bacilli  are  diagnostic  of 
special  diseases.  In  fact,  the  bacteria  accredited  as  provocative  agents 
in  special  diseases,  have  been  found  in  considerable  abundance  in 
other  diseased  states,  and  even  in  healthy  individuals,  and  it  now 
turns  out  that  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  bacilli — the  Klebs- 
Loeffler  bacillus,  or  bacillus  of  diphtheria — is  losing  ground  in  the 
faith  of  physicians  regarding  its  diagnostic  value  in  that  worst  of 
all  scourges  of  the  young. 

It  must  be  gratifying  indeed  to  Eclectic  physicians  as  a  body  that 
they  have  not  rushed  pell  mell  into  the  unqualified  adoption  of  the 
bacteriological  views  of  the  majority.  In  this  matter,  as  in  other  nov- 
elties in  medicine,  they  have  been  at  least  conservative — exceedingly 
so— in  accepting  statements  concerning  the  germ  theory  which  lacked 
substantial  backing.  Individually  many  Eclectic  physicians  have 
leaned  toward  the  view  of  the  bacillar  origin  of  disease,  many  have 
wholly  adopted  it — but  of  the  school  of  Eclecticism  it  may  be  said 
that  she  did  not  hurry  to  embrace  what  may  again  prove  to  be  only 
another  of  the  phantoms  of  medical  history. 

There  is  another  phase  of  this  question  that  in  some  sections  of  the 
country  has  threatened  to  assume  dangerous  proportions.  Without 
the  careful  test  of  years  of  study  and  practice,  the  adoption  of  legis- 
lative measures  compelling  one  to  recognize  the  bacillar  origin  of 
disease  and  adopting  antibacteriological  treatment  has  been  urged  and 
almost  consummated.  While  admitting  the  undoubted  good  that 
vaccination  has  accomplished  in  mitigating  the  dangers  of  small-pox, 
are  we  ready  to  be  compelled  to  submit  to  antibacterial  treatment  by 
antitoxins  against  various  diseases,  or  be  debarred  from  the  privilege 
of  attending  the  common  school  unless  so  treated?  Is  it  not  time  that 
we  go  a  little  more  slowly  in  matters  of  this  nature  and  demand  the 
results  of  years,  and  many  years,  before  we  swallow  whole  and  sugar- 
coated  every  new  bacteriological  view  of  biased  investigators? 
The  Eclectic  profession  has  opposed  and  will  continue  to  oppose 
measures  of  this  character. 

We  have  known  of  cases  of  undoubted  diphtheria,  cases  the  gravity 
of  which  was  exceedingly  alarming,  to  be  pronounced  non  diphtheritic 
because  of  the  failure  of  a  "culture"  to  exhibit  the  presence  of  the 
Klebs-Loeffler  bacillus ;  and  now  comes  the  above  quoted  statement, 
all  the  more  valuable  in  that  it  emanates  from  the  old  school,  the 
mother  of  bacteriology,  that  the  Klebs-Loeffler  bacillus  is  now  regard- 
ed as  of  no  significance  as  a  diagnostic  feature  of  diphtheria.  Truly, 
the  old  adage,  "Make  haste  slowly,"  is  applicable  to  this  question  of 
blindly  accepting  the  bacterial  teachings  of  the  day.  h.  w.  f. 
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AILANTHUS    OLANDULOSA. 

This  is  the  famous  'tree  of  heaven,"  or  Chinese  sumac,  an  im- 
portation from  China,  although  at  this  time  it  is  found  almost  every- 
where in  the  country,  as  an  ornamental  or  shade  tree.  With  regard 
to  its  remedial  action,  it  has  been  variously  classified,  viz. ,  as  an  anti- 
spasmodic, an  astringent,  an  anthelmintic,  a  nauseant,  a  purgative, 
eta  In  overdoses  ailanthus  causes  vertigo,  severe  headache,  pains  in 
the  back  and  limbs,  together  with  great  prostration,  tingling  and 
numbness ;  it  reduces  the  pulse-beat  and  the  respiration,  and  if  it  be 
given  too  frequently,  or  in  too  large  doses,  it  causes  death  by  para- 
lyzing the  respiratory  center.  It  is  said  that  both  quassia  and  gen- 
tian intensify  its  action,  and  that  it  should  not  be  administered  with 
either  iron  or  lead  preparations. 

As  a  remedy,  ailanthus  is,  to  a  great  degree  at  least,  similar  to  our 
well  known  rhus  toxicodendron.  Specific  indications  calling  for  ailan- 
thus are  either  an  atonic  condition  of  the  nerves,  or  of  the  mucous 
membranes  of  the  body,  or  great  general  weakness  and  prostration. 
With  the  Chinese  a  decoction  of  ailanthus  is  a  most  favored  remedy 
in  tapeworm,  and  in  dysentery  and  diarrhea.  Because  of  its  special 
tonic  effect  on  mucous  membranes,  it  is  an  excellent  remedy  in  some 
cases  of  leucorrhea,  eta  For  the  same  reason  it  has  been  highly 
praised  as  a  remedy  in  many  dyspeptic  troubles.  It  has  been  highly 
commended  as  a  remedy  in  malignant  scarlet  fever — in  cases  in  which 
all  evidences  of  sepsis  are  quite  pronounced  or  prominent,  such  as  a 
dusky  eruption,  dirty,  dry,  cracked  tongue,  malignant  sore  throat 
and  tonsils,  with  sordes  on  the  teeth,  and  excoriating  discharges  from 
the  nose  and  mouth,  bad  respiration,  an  adynamic  persistence  of  dis- 
agreeable symptoms  telling  of  blood  poison.  It  should  be  classed  in 
this  instance  as  an  antiseptic,  and  in  the  same  class  with  baptisia, 
echinacea,  etc. 

With  special  reference  to  the  action  of  ailanthus  as  a  tonic  to  the 
nervous  system,  it  is  efficient  as  a  remedy  in  some  cases  of  asthma,  as 
well  as  in  epilepsy  and  in  many  cases  of  epileptiform  contraction  of 
the  muscles,  eta  Frequently  ailanthus  will  relieve  nervous  palpita- 
tions and  severe  cases  of  singultus,  that  have  withstood  for  a  long 
time  all  other  remedies. 

Of  the  specific  medicine,  from  ten  drops  to  half  a  drachm  should  be 
added  to  four  fluid  ounces  of  water,  and  of  this  mixture  the  dose  is  a 
teaspoonful,  to  be  repeated  every  one  or  two  hours. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  presence  of  ailanthus  trees  in  a  locality 
will  counteract  malarial  influences  within  it  Of  this  we  are  very  much 
in  doubt,  and  would  be  pleased  to  have  further  testimony  from  Jour- 
nal readers  who  have  tested  the  remedy,  or  who  are  familiar  with  the 
effect  of  the  trees  upon  malarial  districts.  w.  e.  b. 
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A  STEP  IN  THE  RIQHT  DIRECTION. 

At  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  Cincinnati  Hos- 
pital A.  B.  Thrasher,  one  of  the  members  of  the  board,  offered  a  res- 
olution which  was  adopted,  'that  the  word  regular  be  dropped  from 
the  section  governing  the  appointment  of  interne*. " 

The  rules  as  they  now  stand  allow  any  physician  of  Hamilton  County 
to  be  appointed  on  the  staff.  The  rules  relating  to  the  selection  of  in- 
ternes are  as  follows : 

"The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  each  year  appoint  eight  junior  inter- 
nes, four  of  whom  shall  enter  on  duty  April  10  and  four  October  10. 
They  shall  be  selected  by  the  medical  staff  on  competitive  examination. 

'This  examination  shall  be  held  during  March  of  each  year  and 
shall  be  open  to  graduates  in  medicine  and  to  the  students  of  all  the 
medical  colleges  in  Cincinnati  who  have  completed  the  third  year  of 
study  and  who  have  attended  the  course  of  clinical  lectures  in  the 
hospital  preceding  the  examination." 


A    GOOD    SELECTION. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Big  Four  Railroad,  Novem- 
ber 11th,  at  Indianopolis,  there  were  present  from  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  many  of  the  surgeons  in  the  employ  of  this  company.  Dr. 
Beasley,  of  Lafayette,  presented  a  paper  on  amputations,  which  pro- 
voked a  lively  discussion,  that  touched  the  details  of  the  technique  of 
amputation,  both  as  regards  shock  and  after  treatment  In  the  after- 
noon an  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  took  place,  as  follows : 
President,  L.  E.  Russell,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio ;  Vice  Presidents, 
R  H.  Hyatt,  M.  D.,  Delaware,  O. ;  G.  A.  White,  M.  D.,  Danville, 
Ind. ;  J.  H.  Miller,  M.  D.,  Pana,  111. ;  Secretary,  J.  C  Kennedy, 
M.  D.,  Shelby ville,  Ind. 
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In  response  to  a  demand  from  many  of  our  subscribers,   we 
have  decided  to  renew  our  old  offer,  as  follows : 

When  accompanied  by  a  year's  subscription  to  the  Eclectic  Medi- 
cal Journal,  all  back  subscriptions  being  paid,  we  will  send  any  or 
all  of  the  following  Eclectic  Journals  at  the  rates  indicated : 

Renewal.    New  Sub'r. 

Eclectic  Medical  Journal,  Cincinnati $2.00  $2.00 

Medical  Gleaner,  Cincinnati 90  .85 

American  Medical  Journal,  St  Louis 1.80  1.60 

Chicago  Medical  Times. 1.80  1.00 

Georgia  Eclectic  Medical  Journal  Atlanta 90  .85 

California  Medical  Journal,  San  Francisco 1.35  1.00 

This  club  offer  will  hold  good  during  December  and  January  only. 
We  will  not  club  with  any  other  Medical  Journals.  We  firmly  believe 
that  every  true  Eclectic  should  subscribe  for  all  these  six  journals. 
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BOOK    NOTICES. 


The  Treatment  of  the  Sick  :  A  System  of  Applied  Therapeutics,  By 
W.  F.  Waugh,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Practice  in  Illinois  Med- 
ical College.  8va,  pages  527.  Chicago :  The  Alkaloidal  Clinic 
Co,     Cloth,  $5.00. 

This  book  is  elegantly  and  substantially  bound,  and  as  a  product 
of  the  book-maker's  art  we  have  no  criticism  to  make.  In  a  literary 
way  it  is  the  equal  of  the  average  works  of  the  kind.  Its  dedication 
is,  "To  the  Country  Doctor,  in  token  of  the  author's  appreciation  of 
his  worth  and  work."  To  us  this  seems  queer,  if  not  strange.  The 
book  was  written  "because,  during  my  whole  professional  life,  I  have 
felt  the  need  of  just  such  a  work."  This  is  to  us  queerer  or  stranger 
still ;  for  we  are  sure  that  we  could  point  the  author  to  a  half  dozen 
works  which  accomplish  the  end  set  forth  in  the  title  page  of  this  one 
to  a  far  greater  degree  of  certainty. 

The  author  omits  diagnosis,  symptoms,  pathology,  etc.,  and  essays 
to  give  us  solely  a  "system  of  applied  therapeutics."  As  to  remedies 
he  says :  "Certain  remedial  measures  have  been  employed  with  such 
uniform  success,  that  they  find  a  place  even  in  the  writings  of  the 
most  timid  and  conservative — the  therapeutic  nihilists ;  while  beyond 
these  few  well  tried  remedies,  there  is  a  vast  number  that  occupy  de- 
batable ground."  These  are  newly  introduced  drugs  or  therapeutic 
agencies,  and  new  uses  for  old  remedies.  Thus  far  the  author  does 
well.  He  lets  down  the  bars,  and  steps  in  and  brouses  to  his  own 
satisfaction  upon  the  tender  shoots  of  the  therapeutics  of  the  liberal 
schools — Eclectic  and  Homeopathic. 

When  it  comes  to  the  prescribing  of  drugs  he  includes  all  the  sug- 
gestions looking  toward  specific  indications  that  "seem  to  be  worthy 
of  trial."  We  who  know  more  about  specific  indications  than  Prof. 
Waugh  ever  dreamed  of — wonder  what  ear  marks  an  indication  would 
necessarily  have  to  bear  that  it  would  "seem  to  be  worthy  of  trial," 
and  have  a  place  in  his  book.  He  does  not  tell  us.  His  prefatorial 
vol.  lvii.47— 
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exhortation  on  "faith,"  though  a  little  in  the  Salvation  Army  style,  is 
not  far  out  of  the  way  of  right. 

When  it  comes  to  the  form  of  medicine  prescribed  in  this  System  of 
Applied  Therapeutics,  the  author  believes  that  the  employment  of 
active  principles  (alkaloids)  of  drugs  is  a  step  in  the  direction  of  pre- 
cision in  prescribing.  The  more  we  know  of  these  and  of  pathologi- 
cal processes,  the  better  "we  learn  to  fit  accurately  the  indication  with 
the  remedy."  Now  what's  thedifference?  Eclectics  have  been  teach- 
ing and  practicing  for  years  the  fitting  of  the  remedy  to  the  indica- 
tion. Again,  we  would  be  glad  to  ask  Pro!  Waugh  what  pathologi- 
cal condition  or  process  ever  led  him  or  any  one  else  to  the  special 
application  of  a  particular  remedy — alkaloid  T  There  is  no  more  phys- 
iological or  pathological  connection  between  his  prescription  of  reme- 
dies for  diseased  conditions  than  there  is  in  ours,  and  ours  is  based 
almost  wholly  upon  experience — trial — bare  empiricism. 

Further,  "The  use  of  active  principles  has  been  popularized  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  Bourggraeve.  To  him  we  owe  the  introduction 
of  the  dosemetric  practice,  in  the  application  of  which  three  cardinal 
principles  prevail :  (1)  The  use  of  single  principles  to  meet  specific 
indications — the  rifle-shot  in  place  of  the  shot-gun.  (2)  The  use  of 
small  but  tangible  doses  repeated  very  frequently  until  the  physio- 
logical effect  has  been  obtained,  and  the  beginning  of  toxic  action  is 
manifested.  (3)  The  use  of  strychnine  associated  as  a  vital  incitant 
and  hyoecyamine  as  a  vaso  motor  relaxant,  and  the  recognition  of 
vase-motor  spasm  as  a  frequent  condition  in  acute  disease,  and  as  an 
element  of  debility. 

This  is  a  quotation  from  Dr.  Waugh,  not  from  Bourggraeve.  How 
many,  many  times  the  first  two  have  been  sung  through  Eclectic 
journals  and  books !  'These  (active  principles)  form  the  basis  for  a 
special  school  of  medical  practice  of  far  greater  importance  than  the 
dogma  of  similia  similibus  curantur."  Certainly"  the  foundation  of 
such  a  school  would  be  very,  very  narrow,  if  builded  only  upon  the 
form  of  drugs— alkaloids.  The  gist  of  this  whole  book  is  candidly 
expressed  in  this  quotation  from  the  preface :  "In  the  preparation  of 
this  work  I  have  availed  myself  of  every  source  from  which  I  could 
gather  useful  matter,  regardless  of  the  school  proclivities  of  the  author. 
Numerous  specific  indications,  especially  in  the  appendix,  are  from 
Scudder  and  other  Eclectic  writers,  who  have  developed  a  materia 
medica  from  which  many  valuable  additions  have  meen  made  to  our 
pharmacopoeia,  and  in  which  many  more  may  be  found."  Wonder 
to  whom  the  pronoun  our  refers.  Is  it  to  the  old  school  or  to  the  dose- 
metric  alkometristsT 

The  body  of  the  book,  the  part  in  which  its  practical  worth  should 
stand  out  prominently,  is  to  us  more  than  a  disappointment.  It  is  a 
garbled,  bedraggled  conglomeration  of  Bourggraevism,  Eclecticism, 
Homoeopathy,  allopathy,  nihilistic  medicine,  and  much  of  nobody's 
medicine,  interspersed  with  some  sprightly  Waughisms.    Think  of  a 
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"Green  Drug" 

Fluid  Extracts. 

The    highest   type    of    Fluid    Medicines. 

A  Novelty— in  What? 

In    the   recognition   of   the   fact  that  certain  drugs,  containing 
volatile  constituents  upon  which  their  therapeutic  value  depends,  lose 
their  medicinal  properties  in  the  process  of  drying,  or  through  long 
or  imperfect  storage. 
in  mli  such  cases, 

We  use  the  green  or  fresh  root,  bark  or  plant,  gathered  es- 
pecially for  us  when  in  their  prime. 
Some  kinds  are  prepared  fresh; 

Others  partially  or  wholly  dried; 

But  all  gathered  especially  for  our  Laboratory ;  carefully  handled 
and  immediately  prepared  Into  Fluid  Extracts.  The  menstruum 
employed  is  Alcohol  selected  for  strength  and  purity,  whereby  the 
non-medicinal  elements  are  rejected  and  the  liability  to  deterioration 
avoided. 

Fluid  Extracts  thus  prepared  are  perfect  representatives  of  the 
drugs  from  which  they  are  made. 

They  are  clean. 

They  are  sightly. 

They  are  easily*  dispensed. 

They  are  therapeutically  reliable. 

Old,  shop-worn  or  worm-eaten  drugs,  however  carefully  manipu 
ated,  will    not   yield  a  satisfactory  product,  and  when  made  with 
weak   alcohol  and  water,  or  with  wood  spirit  as  a  menstruum,  is  it 
my  wonder  that  commercial  Fluid  Extracts,  as  a  class  are  termed 
oy  a  leading  medical  writer— the  "  Great  American  Fraud?" 

Watch  your  fluid  extracts. 

Merrell's  Fluid  Extracts  from  fresh,  choice  drugs  are  powerful  in- 
struments for  good  in  the  hands  of  the  observant  physician. 

AH  wholesale  druggists  will  supply  them. 
Please  write  "Merrell's"  on  your  orders. 

THE  WM.  S.  MERRELL  CHEMICAL  CO., 

3NCINNAT1.  Manufacturing  Chemists.  NEW  YORK* 

Sole  Manufacturers, 
btablisbcd  66  years. 
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Hypnotic,       Anti-Spasmodic.         Anti-Neuralgic 

CORDIAL 
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This  preparation  contains  all  the  active  medicinal  constituents  of 
Passiflora  incarnata  in  a  conoentrated  form,  and  is  the  result  of  an  ex- 
tended investigation  in  our  laboratory.  It  is  the  most  eligible  form  for 
exhibiting  the  valuable  properties  of  the  drug,  since  from  it  we  have 
suooeeded  in  eliminating  the  inert  principles  invariably  present  in  the 
ordinary  preparations  of  the  market 

OOBBIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

Is  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  treatment  of  nervous  affections 
attended  with  congestion  of  the  cord  and  ganglionic  centers.  As 
a  soporific  without  narcotic  action,  and  as  an  anti-spasmodic  and 
anti-neuralgic,  it  is  without  an  equal  Its  action  is  between  that  of 
m  orphine  and  chloral  hydrate,  but  it  does  not  depress  the  system 
nor  derange  the  stomach.  It  is  devoid  of  danger,  non-poisonous, 
and  may  be  given  in  any  case  where  sleep  is  needed.  It  is  the 
r  e  roedy ,  par  excellence,  in  infantile  convulsions,  in  diarrhoea  of  chil- 
dren, and  in  nervous  affections  of  the  aged  and  infirm.  In  nervous 
or  sick  headache,  neuralgia  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  in  sleeples* 
ness  of  typhoid  and  other  fevers,  as  well  as  from  overwork  so  com- 
mon among  professional  and  business  men,  it  will  produce  a  quiet 
and  dreamless  sleep,  and  at  the  same  time  prove  a  permanent  tonic 
to  the  nervous  system. 

OOBDIAL  PAS-CABN  ATA 

Is  recommended  in  cases  where  opium  and  its  preparations! 
the  bromides,  chloral,  et&,  can  not  be  given,  or  are  not  well  borne, 
and  where  it  is  undesirable  to  lock  up  the  secretions.  It  is  recom- 
mended in  tetanus,  cerebral  pain,  hysteria  of  women,  dyamenor- 
rhosa,  tic  douloureux,  accelerated  respiratory  movement,  pain  in 
the  rectum,  neuralgia  of  the  heart 

OOBDIAL  PAS-OABNATA 

Is  prepared  for  physicians'  prescriptions  only,  and  not  for 
popular  sale.  Printed  matter  with  extended  notes  furnished  to  the 
medical  profession  only.  Sample  supplies  without  charge  on  pay- 
ment of  expense  of  delivery. 

OOBDIAL  PAS-CABNATA 

May  be  ordered  of  our  New  York  office,  No.  96  Maiden  Lane, 
of  Geo.  O,  Goodwin  A  Oo.,  Boston,  and  the  home  office  in  Cincin- 
nati.   In  ordering  or  prescribing,  please  specify 

"Cordial  Pas-Carnata,  Merrell." 
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new  system  of  applied  therapeutics  taking  disease  alphabetically  from 
abortion  to  yellow  fever — we  have  nothing  to  say  of  the  length  of 
the  list — and  treating  them  all  something  like  this : 

Chorea  (page  50). — After  a  short  description  of  the  disease,  its  va- 
rious causes,  and  a  few  generalities,  the  new  (?)  treatment  is  thus  set 
forth :  "Iron,  cod  liver  oil  and  quinine,  with  good  food,  are  quite  as 
valuable  as  arsenic,  to  which  Osier  attributes  only  a  general  tonic  in- 
fluence. Confine  to  bed.  *  *  Diet  should  be  mainly  vegetarian  and 
nutritious.  Sleep,  sulfonal  or  lupulin ;  arsenic,  full  doses  till  toxic 
action  is  shown.    Hy oecy amine,  antipyrine,  chloral,  amy  1  nitrate.  * 

*  *  Cimicifuga  has  a  reputation  resembling  that  of  the  iodides  in 
rheumatism ;  both  succeed  when  other  remedies  fail,  that  is,  in  the 
decline  of  the  attack.  The  fresh  root  should  be  employed,  if  possible. " 
Then  country,  sea-shore,  quiet  until  outgrows  neurotic  tendency. 
Then  follow  naked  assertions  of  a  line  or  two  each,  like  this :  "Ziems- 
sen  considers  arsenic  best  for  idiopathic  casea  Improvement  is  noted 
in  a  week ;  convalescence  in  two  weeks"  "Bouchat  cured  437  cases 
in  an  average  of  ten  days  by  erosine  1-32  to  1  12  gr.  for  a  child  seven 
to  twelve  years  old. "  So  it  goes  through  the  list ;  thus,  Dinkier  em- 
ploys— Weir  Mitchell  gives — Trousseau  employed — Fothergill  con- 
sidered— Tanner  preferred — DaCosta  recommends — Turnbull  gave 
curare  1-10  hypodermically,  and  succeeded — Henoch  recommends — 
Niemeyer  suggested — Radcliffe  prepared — Davis  gives—  Hamilton 
succeeded — Bartholow  gave—  Phillips  prefers — Ringer  suggests — Du- 
jardin-Beaumetz  prescribed — Bouchert  gives  chloral — Cadet  de  Gessi- 
court  gives  chloral — Jules  Simon  prefers  antipyrine — Ollivier  treats — 
Hachard  sprays  spine  with  ethyl  chloride — Jeffrey  employs  chloral 
— Castro  veratrine,  codeine,  cannabine,  tannate,  or  cicutine,  eta — 
Bourggraeve  strychnine,  hyoscyamine,  etc 

This  is  a  fair  sample  of  the  exhaustion  of  verbs  the  author  is  driven 
to  in  his  lining  up  of  old  authors — roorbacks — with  the  most  damnable 
old  treatment  the  world  ever  heard  of.  It  is  the  worst  "mess"  of  treat- 
ment we  ever  saw.  It  is  worse  than  any  case  of  boarding-house  hash 
ever  discovered.  We  defy  any  chemist  at  home  or  abroad  to  analyze 
it»  and  separate  the  organic  principles  of  the  (knew)  System  of  Ap- 
plied Therapeutics* 

The  appendix  is  the  most  sensible  part  of  the  book.  It  is  a  reprint 
of  a  part  of  the  author's  "Manual  of  Treatment  with  Active  Princi- 
ples and  New  Remedies,"  now  out  of  print  An  Eclectic  or  Homoeo- 
path, on  once  reading  over  the  indications  following  many  of  the 
drugs  named,  will  be  almost  able  to  repeat  many  of  the  lines,  the 
terms  are  so  very  familiar.  Eclectic  and  Homoeopathic  teachers  of 
materia  medica  have  thumbed  many  of  them  over  and  over  before 
their  classes  for  lo !  these  many  years. 

The  allopath  who  is  not  progressive  will  find  in  this  book  just  what 
he  wants — an  epitome  of  the  medication  of  the  authorities. 

w.  E.  B. 
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Conversations  on  Animal  Life.  For  Young  Folks.  By  the  late  An- 
drew Jackson  Howe,  A.M.,  M.D.  12mo,  363  pages.  Published 
by  the  Robert  Clarke  Co  For  sale  by  the  Scudder  Bros.  Co., 
Cincinnati,  O.    Price  $1.50,  postpaid 

This  book  is  issued  in  the  handsome  style  of  the  Robert  Clarke 
Ca 's  best  books,  and  102  illustrations  increase  its  attractiveness.  The 
cuts  were  prepared  by  Dr.  Howe  when  the  book  was  written,  and  en- 
graved under  his  care,  as  stated  in  the  preface.  The  exigencies 
attending  the  author's  many  and  varied  duties  caused  the  book  to  be 
laid  aside,  and  the  manuscript  remained  unpublished  until  the  pres- 
ent time. 

The  "conversations"  are  between  Uncle  Dan,  a  niece  about  twelve 
years  old,  a  nephew  17  or  18,  and  another  nephew  eight  years  of  age. 
They  go  to  the  fields  together,  in  search  of  the  animals  of  which  they 
are  studying,  or  they  talk  of  the  animals  in  the  library,  or  on  the  ve- 
randah Animal  life,  in  its  classes,  divisions,  and  subdivisions,  from 
protozoa  to  man,  comes  under  consideration  in  the  course  of  the  22 
chapters.  There  is  much  valuable  information  presented  in  an  at- 
tractive manner. 

The  following  short  extracts  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  varied  style 
of  the  book,  which  can  be  read  to  advantage  by  the  man  of  mature 
years,  as  well  as  the  young  : 

*  *  "They  are  orioles,  though  sometimes  called  'hang  birds'  be- 
cause they  make  hanging  nests. 

"The  most  interesting  feature  about  these  birds  is  that  they  con- 
struct a  woven  nest,  and  bind  it  to  a  bough  at  a  distance  from  the 
body  of  the  tree.  They  select  from  weather  beaten  hemp,  silk  weed, 
and  bark,  strong  fibers  which  they  intertwine  and  make  appear  like  a 
piece  of  coarse  knitting.  Both  birds  use  their  beaks  in  the  work,  one 
passing  a  thread  through  a  loop,  and  the  other  receiving  it  and  return- 
ing the  cord  at  some  other  point,  not  neglecting  at  every  few  turns  to 
connect  the  string  with  the  branch  of  the  tree." 

*  *        *        * 

"I  have  read, "  said  Tom,  "that  in  some  parts  of  the  world  bats  pass 
the  day  in  caverns,  and  come  forth  at  night  to  get  fruits  from  the 
gardena" 

"A  gentleman  living  in  the  West  Indies,"  said  Uncle  Dan,  "wrote 
to  me  that  he  lately  entered  a  cave  near  the  sea  that  contained  thou- 
sands of  bats ;  and  that  the  grotto  presented  the  appearance  of  having 
been  the  abode  of  such  creatures  for  centuries.  Flaming  torches 
brought  to  view  multitudes  of  bats  hanging  by  their  hind  feet  to  the 
dome  and  sides  of  the  cava  The  firing  of  a  gun  caused  the  bats  to 
take  wing,  and  their  hovering  created  a  noise  like  distant  thunder. 

"A  bat  cave  is  considered  a  source  of  wealth  by  the  negroes  and  na- 
tives, who  during  the  autumn  slay  the  winged  animals.  The  fat  of 
bats  that  feed  on  fruits  is  very  sweet ;  and  may  be  used  instead  of 
butter. 

"The  real  vampyre  of  tropical  America  is  a  true  blood  sucker. " 

♦  *        *        * 

"After  killing  the  animal  with  chloroform,  Uncle  Dan  drew  atten- 
tion to  its  feet,  and  to  a  pocket  in  the  skin  of  the  abdomen  where  the 
little  opossums  nestle  when  they  are  too  young  and  feeble  to  run  and 
take  care  of  themselves. 
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"OUR  SPECIFIC  MEDICINES  are  to-day, 
as  they  always  have  been  and  always  will  be,  the 
BEST  MEDICINES  in  the  world,  and  the  foundation 
stones,  upon  which  the  superstructure  of  Eclectic 
Medicine  has  been  built,  and  upon  which  it  rests 
unshaken."  editorial,  from  b.  m.  journal* 
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ASEPSIN      SOAP 
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MEDICINAL  USES  OF  ASEPSIN  SOAP. 

FOB  THE  SKIN.  —  The  antiseptic  qualities  of  Asepsin  and  Borate  of  Sodium  make  this  map  de- 
sirable for  the  preservation  of  the  dermal  tissues,  and  to  remove  and  prevent  cutaneous  blem- 
ishes. It  is  valuable  for  roughness  of  the  skin,  acne,  comedones,  milium,  blotches,  excess*  *e 
greasiness  of  skin,  for  softening  and  preventing  roughness  and  chapping  oi  the  hands.  It  cor- 
rects abnormalities  of  the  sebaceous  glands,  thereby  regulating  the  lubrication  of  the  akin,  and 
is  further  useful  to  repair  dermal  tissues  when  they  nave  been  subjected  to  tne  deleterious  action 
of  chalks  and  cosmetic  lotions. 

CUTANEOUS  DISS  ASKS.— For  the  following  skin  affections  it  may  be  used  freely  with  marked 
benefit:    Acue  vulgaris  et  rosso®,  seborrhox,  edematous  eruptions,  herpes,  psoriasis,  prurigo, 

Sphilitic  eruptions,  dermatitis,  ulcerations,  pruritic  conditions,  parasitic  diseases,  as  scabies,  for 
e  relief  of  rhus  poisoning,  and  for  the  removal  of  pediculi.  A  clean  skin  is  necessary  in  any 
course  of  medication,  and  Asepsin  Soap  is  a  rational  cleanser. 

Hr  SURGERY.  —The  surgeon  will  find  it  valuable  for  cleansing  the  patient  as  well  as  the  opera- 
tor's hands,  sponges,  and  instruments.  For  its  cleansing  and  antiseptic  effects  it  may  be  em- 
ployed in  wounds  of  all  kinds,  chilblains,  bed  sores,  ulcerations,  pustules,  and  for  removing 
offensive  and  irritating  discharges,  and  as  a  foot  wash. 

IV  GYNAECOLOGY.— It  is  useral  in  all  irritating  and  offensive  discharges  concomitant  to  dhea^es 
of  females,  giving  rise  to  pruritic  and  inflammatory  conditions.  Leunorrhosa,  simple  ▼arinirJs 
and  vulvitis,  ulcerations  and  pruritus  vulvas,  are  conditions  in  which  it  is  particularly  indicated. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES.— In  the  exanthemata  it  should  be  employed  to  hasten  desquamation, 
thereby  shortening  the  period  of  contagiousness  and  hastening  convalescence. 

At  the  time  I  received  the  Asepsin  8oap,  I  was  raftering  intensely  from  pruritus  anL  and  had 
already  tried,  wit*  tcarcely  even  temporary  relief,  all— or  nearly  all— the  standard  remedies  for  this 
well-known  aliment  I  was  well-nigh  erased  with  the  intolerable  itching,  pricking,  sticking,  gnaw- 
ing, biting,  burning  'pain.  I  had  neen  nearly  sleepless  for  several  nights,  and  I  was  so  busily  en- 
gaged with  my  professional  work  all  day  long  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  life  was  a  burden,  and  I 
could  get  no  rest  at  night.  I  frequently  sprang  from  my  bed,  and  ran  wildly,  crasily  anywhere  ;— 
suicide  would  not  be  strange  in  anyone  in  suoh  a  condition 

Tour  Asepsin  Soap  I  used  without  faith,  bat  with  astonishing  and  almost  immedi- 
ate relief  and  oaso.  I  think  I  have  never  before  recommended  any  special  preparation,  bat 
nothing  less  than  gratitude  is  due  you  for  this  benefit,  and  that  gratitude  I  express  most  heartily 
now.  I  have  delayed  this  letter  many  weeks,  but  I  am  still  as  thankful  as  ever,  for  my  suffering  wee 
of  a  kind  not  to  be  forgotten.  PAUL  T.  BUTLER,  M.  D.,  Alamo,  Michigan. 

I  have  had  for  several  years  what  I  call  winter  ecsema  on  my  hands ;  commenced  using  As*p*in 
Soap  last  winter  and  my  hand*  were  in  better  condition  then  than  they  have  bean  for  a  number  of 
years.  B.  W.  UHALFANT,  M.  D..  Bellfontaine.  o. 

Have  been  using  Asepsin  8oap  and  find  it  very  fine  for  cleansing  old  sores,  also  for  toilet  nor* 
MS.  DANIEL  A.  CHASE,  M.  D..  Cambridge.  N.  Y. 

Asepsin  Soap  is  the  soap.  a.  P.  STEWART,  M.  D.,  Stewartstown.  W.  Va. 

I  have  used  a  round  dosen  of  your  soap  on  the  small-oox  patients  at  the  pest  bonse.  and  think 
it  Is  the  best  soap  I  ever  used.  W.  H.  HATCH,  if.  D.,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

PRICE,    $1.40    PER    DOZEN. 

A  box  containing  one-fourth  dozen  cakes  will  be  sent  by  mail  postpaid,  on 
receipt  of  50  cents. 

LLOYD    BROTHERS,    Cincinnati.  O. 
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* 'Animals  which  have  a  similar  receptacle  for  transporting  their 
young,"  said  he,  "are  called  marsupials.  The  opossum  is  the  only 
marsupial  common  to  our  country ;  but  in  Australia  nearly  all  quad- 
rupeds are  of  this  class. 

4 'Look  at  the  hind  feet  The  inside  toes,  which  are  altogether  want- 
ing in  cats  and  squirrels,  are  here  developed  into  great  toes.  They 
stand  off  at  almost  a  right  angle  from  the  others,  and  are  nailless. 
We  shall  find  a  development,  not  unlike  this,  when  we  examine  the 
corresponding  toes  in  monkeys.  I  will  lay  the  animal  aside  after  you 
have  looked  at  the  tail,  which  is  nearly  bare  of  hair,  but  has  a  scaly 
covering  like  that  of  rats.  This  feature  has  been  pronounced  reptil- 
lian,  but  the  evidence  of  relationship  is  fanciful.  The  scales  on  a  bird's 
leg  are  as  lizard  like.  The  end  of  the  opossum's  tail  is  prehensile,  like 
that  of  certain  long  tailed  monkeys. 

"I  have  introduced  the  opossum's  organization  to  explain  features 
which  are  prominent  in  the  monkey  family.  On  the  island  af  Mada- 
gascar there  lives  a  creature  which  is  simian  to  the  extent  of  having 
a  grasping  toe  on  the  hind  foot ;  but  it  bears  no  other  marked  resem- 
blance to  the  monkev  race.  Its  ears  and  tail  suggest  those  of  a  fox 
or  similar  animal.  Its  front  feet  are  long  and  slender,  yet  the  nails 
are  like  those  of  a  squirrel.  The  animal  bears  the  name  of  cheiromys, 
and  is  also  called  aye-aye  on  account  of  the  sound  of  its  voice. 

"Although  marsupials  are  considered  low  in  the  mammal  scale,  and 
monkeys  high,  there  is  a  similarity  in  the  digital  expression  of  both 
which  is  worthy  of  consideration  while  studying  and  comparing  animal 
forma  I  am  not  an  admirer  of  the  monkey  races,  but  can  see  if  it 
were  not  for  them  certain  zoological  problems  would  be  difficult  to 
solve." 


Lippinoott's  Medical  Dictionary,  a  complete  vocabulary  of  the  terms 
used  in  medicine  and  allied  sciences,  with  their  pronunciation, 
etymology,  and  signification.  Prepared  on  the  basis  of  Thomas' 
Medical  Dictionary.  Edited  by  Greene,  A  fib  u  ret,  Piersol,  and 
Remington.  Large  8vo,  1154  pages,  cloth,  $7.00.  J.  B.  Lippin- 
cott  Company,  publishers,  Philadelphia.  For  sale  by  Scuader 
Brothers  Co.,  Cincinnati 

The  names  of  the  distinguished  authors  of  this  great  volume  of  1154 
pages  are  sufficient  to  establish  its  value  as  an  authority.  Pronunci- 
ation is  based  on  the  phonetic  system,  and  is  so  clear  as  to  be  plain 
even  to  a  child.  We  meet  many  interesting  points  that  have  come  to 
us,  time  and  again,  in  our  experience  with  physicians  and  pharma- 
cists. Thus  the  word  apocynum,  often,  perhaps  usually,  pronounced 
ap-ocy-num,  with  the  accent  on  the  third  syllable,  is  clearly  shown 
to  be  a-/XM-i-num.  Again,  the  word  polygala,  that  is  tortured  by 
many  persons  who  should  know  better  into  poly-gal  a,  accent  on  the 
first  syllable,  becomes  po  lyg-a.-\a. 

Take  another  of  our  Eclectic  friends,  and  behold,  the  affected  style 
of  certain  extremists  is  rebuked,  for  the  word  podophyllin  is,  as  it 
should  be,  po-do-J?£-in,  accent  on  the  third  syllable.  And  yet,  in  the 
face  of  such  authorities  as  Charles  Rice,  who  once  wrote  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  Joseph  P.  Remington,  the  man  who  has  charge  of  the  phar- 
macy, materia  medica,  and  chemistry  of  this  dictionary,  we  presume 
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the  unbearable  word  po-tfopA-a  lin,  or  the  illogical  word  podo-phyl- 
lin,  will  continue  to  greet  our  ears. 

The  thoroughness  of  this  work  extends  to  such  products  of  modern 
synthetic  chemistry  as  are  used  in  medicine,  and  their  name  is  legion. 
How  many  physicians  can  give  the  chemical  name  of  salol  ?  And 
how  many  know  whether  the  work  should  be  pronounced  sal-ol  or 
sa-lol?  Take  the  other  side  of  this  modern  chemistry  question.  How 
many  physicians  can  give  the  popular  name  of  phenyl  dimethyl-pyra- 
zolon?  Well,  not  only  these  but  numbers  of  other  chemicals  are  de- 
fined, the  name  pronounced,  and  their  uses  stated.  This  reviewer 
has  failed  to  find  any  oversight  in  remedies  used  in  regular  medicine. 

In  Eclectic  directions,  as  is  to  be  expected,  a  few  shortcomings  might 
be  discerned,  were  a  person  to  search  diligently.  Thus  under  concen- 
tration we  would  like  to  see  the  definition  extended  to  include  the 
so-called  resinoids,  that  once  threatened  to  swamp  our  school.  And 
under  retinoid  we  would  like  to  have  seen  the  fact  stated  that,  in 
Eclectic  medicine,  nearly  half  a  century  ago,  a  large  list  ot  semi-pro- 
prietary mixtures  were  introduced,  many  of  which  were  unworthy  the 
name,  but  are  still  carried  under  the  term  resinoid  in  the  price  lists, 
of  drug  manufacturers. 

It  might  have  been  of  historical  value,  it  would  certainly  not  have 
been  out  of  place  in  science,  to  have  stated  that  podophyllum  discov- 
ered and  introduced  by  Prof.  John  King,  was  the  first  of  the  resinoids. 
or  concentrations. 

The  word  Eclectic,  as  applied  to  the  school  of  medicine,  is  not  de- 
fined as  the  reviewer  would  have  defined  it,  but  it  is  defined  as  well 
as  in  any  other  work ;  and  the  fault  is  one  of  omission,  not  of  com- 
mission— a  fault,  too,  that  some  Eclectics  will  gladly  overlook. 

In  a  surgical,  anatomical,  and  therapeutical  sense,  this  book  is  not 
less  complete  than  in  the  direction  of  pharmacy,  materia  medica,  and 
chemistry.  It  is  up  to  date  in  every  respect  The  physician  or  phar- 
macist who  has  this  medical  dictionary  needs  no  other.  The  reviewer 
has  studied  it 'carefully,  and  places  it  in  the  Lloyd  Library  with  in- 
creased admiration  for  its  talented  authors.  j.  u.  l. 


A  Text  Book  op  the  Practice  of  Medicine.  By  J.  M.  Anders,  M.D., 
Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine  in  the- 
Medico  Chirurerical  College,  Philadelphia,  etc.  Illustrated.  8va, 
1287  pages.  W.  B.  Saunders,  Philadelphia,  Pub'isher.  Cloth, 
$5.50  net.     For  sale  by  The  Scudder  Bro.'s  Co.,  Cincinnati 

A  perusal  of  this  excellent  work  shows  that  a  prodigious  amount 
of  work  has  been  accomplished  by  the  author,  who  evidently  has  left 
no  stone  unturned  to  enable  him  to  gather  such  a  vast  amount  of  ma- 
terial into  a  one  volume  practice.  The  work,  while  necessarily  con- 
cise, is  sufficiently  entertaining  to  be  really  enjoyable  reading,  yet  no- 
words  have  been  wasted.  The  history  of  disease  is  fully  portrayed  in 
all  its  bearings,  and  with  this  book  one  can  be  fully  posted  as  to  pres- 
ent views  regarding  disease. 
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TJ  HIGH-GRADE  bicycle  to  be  worthy  of 
'-*  its  name  should  possess  four  virtues — 
lightness,  strength,  grace  and  ease  of  running. 

The  Stearns  was  the  first  light  bicycle  in 
which  strength  and  durability  were  not  sacri- 
ficed ;  its  graceful  lines  are  copied  throughout 
the  trade ;  its  proverbial  easy-running  qualities 
are  due  to  perfect  construction,  rigid  lines,  and 
scientific  lightness. 

It  is  just  light  enough  to  be  easy-running ; 
just  heavy  enough  to  bear  all  wear  and  tear. 

Yellow  Fellow  Year  Book 
at  agency  or  by  mail  free. 

6*  C*  Steams  &  Co*, 

Syracuse,  JH.  % 

Coronto,  Can.  Buffalo,  J*.  %  Ban  framtee.  Cat. 


22  JOURNAL  ADVERTISER. 

WHAT  IS  NEUROSINE? 

NSUROSINB  is  a  Hypnotic  of  tried  and  approved  value.  It  possesses 
positive  advantage  over  other  Hypnotics  and  crude  solutions  of  the  Bromide 
Salts  in  rapid  and  easy  absorption,  prompt  effect,  reliable  action  and  general 
therapeutic  value ;  also  absolutely  free  from  injurious  after  effects  such  as 
result  from  the  administration  of  Opium,  Morphine  or  Chloral. 

HSXJB08I9B  facilitates  the  elimination  of  toxines  by  non-interference 
°f  drainage  through  the  various  emunctories,  at  the  same  time  securing  a  quiet 
restful  sleep  or  calming  Hypnotic  effect  without  any  depression  of  the  vital 
forces.  Dioviburnia  in  combination  with  Neurosine  is  especially  indicated  in 
female  neuroses. 

insrjROSIHB  controls  pain,  relieves  cerebral  congestion  and  modifies  or 
alleviates  prostration.  In  depressed  or  excitable  conditions  of  the  nervous 
system  and  morbidly  sensitive  individuals,  Neurosine  is  indicated.  Also  in 
restlessness,  insomnia  and  all  neurotic  conditions. 

Its  Range  : — Infantile  convulsions  to  the  wildest  delirium. 

Doss— Children,  15  to  60  gtts.  ;  Adults,  3i  to  3iv. 

Prescribe  original  package  (Sviii)  to  avoid  substitution. 

Complete  literature  containing  formula  with  cerebral  localization  litho- 
graph mailed  on  application. 

DIOS  CHEMICAL  CO.  St  Louis,  Mo.,  u.  8.  a. 


COMPOSITION  TO  EACH  FLUID  OUNCfc. 

Coo* ^2G  gn.        Saw  Palmetto. 80  gra. 

Ehtimftna. 80gre,        Beef,  fresh. .- 2  on 

Koto  Nut *— 20  grfL 

INDICATED  IN 

Physical  Decadence.  A  vitalizing  tonic  to  the  Reproductive  System. 
Especially  in  prostatic  troubles  and  sexual  impotency.  In  Gynaeco- 
logical practice  largely  used  to  promote  the  growth  of  the  mamma. 
Removes  Ovarian  Pains,  Depression  and  Melancholy.  Energises  the 
Circulation.  A  diffusible  Tonic  and  Stimulant  A  dessertspoonful, 
when  one  is  exhausted,  acts  as  a  most  excellent  restorative,  and  gives 
a  feeling  of  rest  and  relief.    A  powerful  Aphrodisiac. 

DOSE — Dessertspoonful  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

MANUFACTURED  ONLY  BY 

Allaire,  W'oodward  &  Co., 

Write  for  full  literature.  PEORIA,  ILL. 
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As  would  be  expected,  bacteriological  matters  are  presented  and 
fully  up  to  date,  and  the  work  is  illustrated  with  both  wood  cuts  and 
colored  lithographic  plates.  The  range  of  diseases  and  symptoms 
sometimes  accepted  as  diseases  is  very  extensive,  so  that  the  work  is  a 
veritable  encyclopaedia  in  thie  direction.  Some  of  the  articles,  such  as 
whooping  cough,  measles,  etc,  are  furnished  by  Prof.  W.  C.  Hollo- 
peter.  The  mechanical  work  has  been  done  in  the  usual  excellent 
style  of  the  publishers.  In  the  matter  of  dosage  the  metric  equiva- 
lents are  placed  side  by  side  with  the  ordinary  weights  and  measures. 
Comparative  tables  of  differential  diagnosis  abound  to  the  number  of 
fifty-six,  forming  a  graphic  view  of  diseases  likely  to  be  confused, 
which  adds  considerably  to  the  value  of  the  book.  The  medical  term- 
inology and  orthography  are  the  most  recent 

The  treatment  medicinally  is  abreast  of  the  times,  and  fully  repre- 
sents the  best  of  old  school  medication  brought  down  to  date.  To  the 
Eclectic  this  feature  of  the  work  will  be  disappointing.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  hygienic  treatment  will  be  unqualifiedly  endorsed  by  all 
schools.  In  point  of  completeness  in  detail,  in  matters  pertaining  to 
the  natural  history  of  disease,  and  of  preventive  medicine,  we  regard 
it  as  one  of  the  best  works  upon  the  market,  and  heartily  commend  it 
to  both  student  and  practitioner.  h.  w.  f. 


Practical  Diagnosis  :  The  Use  of  Symptoms  in  the  Diagnosis  of  Dis- 
ease. Second  Edition.  By  H,  A.  Hare,  M.  D.  ^Illustrated.  8va, 
604  pages.  Lea  Bros.  &  Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia.  For 
sale  by  The  Scudder  Bra 's  Co.,  Cincinnati.    Cloth,  $4.75. 

The  author  has  succeeded  in  writing  a  very  practical  work  on 
diagnosis.  One  that  the  busy  physician  will  appreciate,  and  yet  one 
thorough  enough  for  the  student  The  arrangement  of  the  material 
is  different  from  most  works  on  diagnosis  in  that  you  do  not  have  to 
make  your  diagnosis  first  and  then  look  for  the  description  of  said  dis- 
ease. The  author,  realizing  the  value  of  symptoms,  describes  them 
so  plainly  that  the  physician  is  able  to  make  his  diagnosis.  Thus  he 
describes  the  symptoms  of  each  organ  or  part  in  such  a  way  that  the 
physician,  recognizing  at  once  the  description,  is  able  to  name  the  dis- 
ease. For  example,  in  describing  the  tongue  he  does  not  take  the 
wrongs  of  the  stomach,  and  then  describe  the  tongue,  but  describes 
the  various  phases,  shape,  coating,  the  different  shades  and  kinds,  the 
degree  of  moisture,  etc.,  and  then  tells  the  lesion  that  they  represent 
In  this  manner  he  takes  each  part  and  organ  of  the  body,  stating  the 
wrongs  of  said  part  by  the  symptoms  expressed.  The  work  is  excep- 
tionally good,  a.  L.  T. 

Elbctbo-Theapeutical  Catalogue,  issued  by  the  Mcintosh  Battery  & 
Optical  Co.,  521  Wabash  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 
This  is  the  18th  edition  of  the  illustrated  Catalogue  issued  by  this 
firm.     As  a  rule  we  do  not  review  trade  catalogues,  but  this  is  some* 
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thing  out  of  the  ordinary  and  possesses  real  merit,  and  will  be  of  great 
use  to  the  practitioner.  It  is  very  interesting  to  any  one  studying  in 
the  direction  of  electricity.  In  another  respect  it  is  to  be  commended 
in  that  all  of  the  former  high  list  prices  with  the  various  discounts  are 
done  away  with,  and  all  goods  are  quoted  net,  so  that  a  practitioner 
can  see  at  a  glance  just  what  a  bill  of  goods  will  cost  him.  Write  for 
Catalogue  mentioning  this  Journal. 

Lippinoqtt*s  Magazine.  Published  monthly  by  the  J.  B.  Lippin- 
cott  Company.  Philadelphia :  25  cts. 
We  are  just  in  receipt  of  the  November  issue  of  this  standard 
magazine,  which  has  had  a  long  and  successful  career,  this  issue  be- 
ing the  three  hundred  and  fifty  ninth.  Each  monthly  issue  now  con- 
tains a  complete  novel  This  issue,  "The  Price  of  a  Wife,"  by  John 
Strange  Winter.  The  December  issue  will  contain  a  complete  novel, 
entitled  "PoorChloa,"  by  Julia  P.  Debney.  We  know  of  no  more  val- 
uable magazine  for  a  physician's  home  circle  than  Lippinoott'a 

Homoeopathic  Pharmacopoha. 

The  Committee  on  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy,  has  just  issued  a  new  Pharmacopoeia.  It  will  receive 
an  extended  review  in  our  January  Journal.  It  can  be  obtained  in 
Cloth  for  $4.50  by  addressing  J.  W.  Clapp,  Secretary,  10  Park  Square, 
Boston,  Mass. 

To  Journal  readers  who  have  not  seen  *  Tethered  Truants,"  Dr. 
Cooper's  book,  we  must  say  that  you  are  without  many  gems.  There 
is  food  for  thought  on  every  page,  and  mental  pabulum  is  as  essential 
to  a  right  life  and  to  a  long  life,  as  is  proper  food  for  the  corporal 
body.  The  edition  is  nearing  exhaustion,  and  if  you  are  waiting  for 
a  more  "convenient  season"  you  may  not  get  a  book.  Send  your 
dollar  to-day  to  Dr.  W.  C.  Cooper,  Cleves,  Ohio ;  or  to  the  Scuddkb 
Bros.  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

The  Thirty- sixth  Annual  Publication  of  the  Massachusetts  Eclectic 
Medical  Society,  for  the  year  ending  June  4,  1897.  This  contains  the 
address  of  William  A.  Perrins,  M.  D.,  at  the  annual  meeting,  June 
4th,  upon  "The  Relations  of  Physicians  to  each  Other  and  to  the 
Different  Schools."  The  publication  was  edited  by  Pitts  E. 
Howes,  M.  D.,  the  Secretary. 


COLLEGE   AND   SOCIETY  NOTICES. 


Kenttcky  Eclectic  Medical  Association. — The  Kentucky  Eclectic 
Medical  Association  held  the  most  successful  meeting  in  its  history  at 
Paducah,  November  16  and  17.  The  following  were  among  the  phy- 
sicians in  attendance :  Drs.  Brown  and  Locke,  of  Newport ;  Fuller,  of 


FOUR  OUNCES 


00 


ZOMAKYNE  AT  25c.  AN  OUNCE 

Is  superior  to  any  analgesic  and  antipyretic  at  $1.00 
an  ounce.  It  relieves  pain  and  reduces  temperature 
promptly,  without  depressing  the  heart.  It  is  a  spe- 
cific for  influenza,  headache,  dysmenorrhoea  and  all 
cases  where  a  pain  reliever  is  required. 

HOW  CAN ITBE  SOLD  SO  CHEAP? 

Simply  by  putting  the  cost  into  the  remedy  itself,  in- 
stead of  expensive  advertising  schemes,  traveling  sales- 
men and  enormous  quantities  of  samples,  all  of  which 
necessarily  increase  the  price. 

A  TRIAL  FREE  if  Unsatisfactory. 

Send  $1.00  for  a  4-ounce  box  (powder  or  tablets),  use 
it  all  up,  then  if  not  well  pleased  return  the  empty  box 
and  the  money  will  be  refunded.    Literature  free. 


TME  MALTBIE  CHEMICAL  CO -BUFFALO.riY 


Solid  Vestibuled  Trains  Daily 

VIA  THE 

BIG    FOUR    ROUTE, 

BETWEEN 

Cincinnati,  Indianapolis  and   Chicago. 

With  Parlor  Cars,  Dining  Cars,  Wagner  Sleeping  Can,  Private 
Compartment  Buffet  Sleeping  Cars. 

Best  Line  between  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis. 
The  South-Western  Limited, 

BETWEEN  CINCINNATI,  NEW  YORK  &  BOSTON, 

"FINEST  TRAIN  IK  AMERICA  " 

E.  O.  McCORMICK,  WARREN  J.  LYNCH, 

Pass.  Traffic  Mgr.,  Cincinnati.  A.  G.  P.  &  T.  A. 
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There  is  nothing  the  particular  person  selects 
more  carefully  than  the  soap  he  or  she  uses,  and 
rightly  so,  for  much  discomfort  results  from  the  use 
of  impure  soaps. 

Ivory  Soap  is  made  of  vegetable  oils  which  are 
soothing  to  the  skin.  It  can  be  used  as  often  as 
necessary,  without  causing  chapping  or  roughness. 

IVORY  SOAP  IS  99  %>  PER  CENT.  PURE. 
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Lowes ;  Prince  and  Ruble,  of  Mayfield ;  Rudd,  of  Fulton ;  Higgs,  of 
Glenville ;  Flint,  of  Folsomdale ;  Shelton,  of  Bardsville ;  Simpson,  of 
Milburn ;  Lester,  of  Dublin ;  Felix,  of  Cerulean  Springs ;  Killough 
and  Farabough,  of  Bugg ;  Burrows,  of  Maxon's  Mills ;  Bennett,  of 
Livermore ;  Taylor,  of  West  Plains ;  and  Johnson,  of  Water  Valley. 
The  following  visitors  were  also  present :  Professors  Lloyd  and  Rus- 
sell, of  Cincinnati ;  Ellingwood,  of  Chicago ;  Monroe,  of  Louisville ; 
and  Young,  of  Hopkinsville. 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  year  1898  resulted  as  follows :  Geo. 
T.  Fuller,  Lowes,  President ;  Geo.  W.  Brown,  Newport,  Recording 
Secretary ;  Wm.  R.  Ruble,  Mayfield,  Corresponding  Secretary ;  R. 
T.  Rudd,  Fulton,  Treasurer;  A.  A.  Higgs,  Glenville,  First  Vice- 
President;  B.  Flint,  Folsomdale,  Second  Vice-  President.  The  next 
meeting  will  be  held  at  Bowling  Green  in  1898. 


Texas  Items. — The  Fourteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Texas  State 
Eclectic  Medical  Society,  recently  held  in  Dallas,  Texas,  was  one  of 
the  most  promising  and  pleasant  it  has  held  for  years.  Officers  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year  as  follows :  T.  J.  Wells,  of  Huckaby, 
President;  S.  D.  Donaho,  First  Vice  President ;  Wm.  Deathrage,  of 
Dallas,  Second  Vice-President ;  J.  H.  Mitchell,  of  Dallas,  Treasurer ; 
L.  S.  Downs,  of  Galveston,  Secretary ;  J.  W.  White,  of  Queen  City, 
D.  W.  Holmes,  of  Bellevue,  G.  W.  Johnson,  of  San  Antonio,  and  D. 
J.  Lockney,  were  elected  Corresponding  Secretaries.  T.  J.  Wells  and 
L.  S.  Downs  were  selected  as  delegates  to  the  National  Convention. 
Dallas  was  chosen  as  the  place  of  meeting  again  next  year.  The  asso- 
ciation is  now  fourteen  years  old. 
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PERSONALS. 


Dr.  O.  A.  West,  E.  M.  I.,  '93,  is  on  the  tiptop  at  Sabina,  O. 
Dr.  Jennie  A.  Sneary  continues  to  do  well  at  Monroe,  Wis. 
Dr.  Chas.  Riley,  E.  M.  I.,  '94,  is  doing  nicely  at  Manchester,  Ilia 
Dr.  T.  I.  Gregg,  E.M  I.,  1897,  is  at  Lewisburg,  O.,  and  is  doing  well. 
Dr.  C.  F.  Imus,  E.  M  L,  '89,  is  prospering  nicely  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Dr.  Jos.  Morrow,  E,  M.  I.,  1892,  is  doing  well  at  Germantown,  Neb. 

Dr.  S.  F.  Pulliam,  E.  M.  I.,  '97,  is  in  business  with  his  father  at 
Crowley,  La, 

Our  old  friend,  Dr.  O.  M  Beck,  of  Feesburg,  O.,  continues  to  ably 
represent  Eclectic  principles  in  his  bailiwick. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Fahl,  E.  M  I.,  '65,  continues  to  do  well  at  Mt  Blanch* 
ard,  O. 

Dr.  E.  E.  Cone,  E.M.L,  1892,  is  doing  nicely  at  Oxford,  Nebraska. 
He  is  examiner  for  the  New  York  Life. 
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Dr.  JT.  Q.  Moxley  is  the  prominent  physician  for  miles  and  miles 
around  Lewiston,  Idaho. 

Dr.  JT.  P.  Heatherington,  E.  M.  L,  1890,  continues  to  flourish  at 
Logansport,  Ind. 

Dr.  F.  Jaooby,  Ec.  Med.  Coll.  Pa.,  '59,  is  prosperously  and  pleas- 
antly located  at  349  E.  Rich  St,  Columbus,  O. 

Dr.  JT.  H.  McElHinney,  E.  M.  L,  1873,  is  on  the  crest  of  the  wave 
at  New  London,  O. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Timmermann,  K  M.  L,  1870.  has  all  he  cares  to  do,  Leip- 
mc,  O.   He  is  surgeon  to  the  C.  H.  &  D.  R.  R. 

Dr.  C.  A.  Zimmerman,  of  Frankfort,  Ind.,  continues  a  Hercules  in 
practice. 

Dr.  Maud  W.  Abbott,  E.  M.  L,  1886,  is  doing  a  hustling  business 
at  8  Perry  St  Hffin,  O. 

Dr.  Jessie  C.  Langford.  E.  M.  L,  1892,  has-been  very  successful  in 
practice  at  Dallas,  Tex.   She  was  and  is  an  excellent  student 

Dr.  K  M.  Carr,  of  Pipestone,  Minn ,  is  not  only  an  excellent  physi- 
cian, but  he  is  Probate  Judge  of  his  county. 

Dr.  B.  E.  Artman,  E.  M.  I.,  1888,  is  prospering  at  Garden  Plain, 
Kas.     He  is  doing  well. 

Location  at  Wearer's  Corner,  Seneca  County,  Ohio.  Address  F.  H. 
Prichard,  M.  D. 

Good  country  location  in  Tuscarawas  County.  For  particulars  ad- 
dress Dr.  D.  Heiling,  Gilmore,  Ohio. 

Dr.  F.  D.  Hollingsworth,  E.  M.  I.,  '63,  of  Creston,  O ,  says :  'Tell 
the  boys  I  am  doing  well  up  here."  We  are  glad  to  hear  it  He  can 
locate  an  Ecletic  in  a  town  of  600.  Write  him,  enclosing  a  stamp. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Blank,  K  M.  I.,  1890,  is  doing  finely  at  Elk  City,  Kas. 
He  will  gladly  advise  as  to  several  excellent  locations  in  Kansas. 
Write  him  enclosing  a  stamp.  Dr.  Blank  and  Dr.  John  W.  Wright 
are  associated  in  business. 

Dr.  S.  M.  Baker,  E.  M.  I.,  '92,  is  at  Alma,  Neb  doing  well.  He  is 
medical  examiner  for  the  Equitable  Life  of  New  York.  The  boys  are 
"getting  there'  *  daily. 

Anyone  knowing  of  a  good  location  in  a  good  railroad  town  in  the 
south  half  of  Indiana,  will  confer  a  favor  by  writing  to  Dr.  W.  L.  Wil- 
son, Leipsic,  Jennings  Co.,  Ind. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Pagel,  Am.  Med.  Col.,  1896,  is  prospering  at  Hebron,  Ind. 
He  will  be  glad  to  direct  a  good  Eclectic  to  a  practice  that  has  been 
Eclectic  forty  years.  Write  nim  with  stamp. 

Dr.  Zell  L.  Baldwin,  E.  M.  I.,  '88,  has  lately  removed  from  Law- 
rence, Mich.,  to  Niles,  where  he  has  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
Smith  Sanitarium  and  Hospital. 

Wm.  P.  Best,  M.  D.,  E.  M.  L,  '88,  of  Dublin.  Ind.,  has  been  ap- 
pointed Examiner  of  the  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Milwaukee. 

For  Sale. — Aristotle's  Complete  Masterpiece,  printed  in  1723;  good 
condition.     Address  Sara  L.  K.  Vail,  M  D.  Carbondale,  Pa. 
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BOOKS,     BOOKS. 

A  Remarkably  Low  Offer  for  a  Limited  Time 

AN  OPPORTUNITY  TO  SECURE 

Old  Standard  Works  at  Lowest  Prices. 


The  Spectator.     1  volume,  8vo,  700  pages.     List  Price  $a50 $1.50 

Tattlers's  Guardian.    1  volume,  8vo,  700  pagea     List  $3.50 1.25 

Dick's  Theology.     1  vol.  imperial  8va     List$a50 1.75 

Guizot'8  Gibbon,  History  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  Roman  Empire. 

2  volumes  imperial  8vo.    List  $6.00 - 3.00 

Complete  Works  of  Thomas  Dick.     2  vols,  royal  8va     List  $6.50 a00 

Rollins'  Ancient  History.    2  .vols,  royal  8vo.     List  $6.00 2.75 

Mosheim's  Church  History.     1  vol.  quarto,  800  pages.     List  $5.00. . . .     2.00 
All  the  above  are  full  sheep  binding,  with  spring  back  and  marbled  edga 

Book  of  Thought.    1  vol.  12mo,  cloth.    List  $1.25. 35 

Cash  must  accompany  the  order. 

TEE  POUNSFORD  STATIONER?  CO. 

137  East  Fourth  Street,  Cincinnati,  O. 

In  order  to  secure  these  prices,  it  will  be  necessary  to  mention  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Journal 

THE  ST.  LOUIS  SCHOOL  OF 

Suggestive  Therapeutics  and  Medical  Electricity 

(INCORPORATED) 

Suggeftive  Therapeutics,  as  taught  by  Liebault,  Bernheim,  Hudson,  etc., 
with  practical  demonstrations  in  Psychology,  Hypnotism  and  Animal  Mag- 
netism as  forces  to  control  disease  through  the  mind.  Also  practical  lessons 
in  medical  electricity,  including  X-Ray  work.  A  complete  course  every 
month  in  this  branch,  or  in  both,  as  may  be  desired.  Send  for  Announce- 
ments.    Address  the  Principal,  GEO.  C.  PITZER,  M  D„ 

3955  West  Belle  Place,  St  Louis,  Mo. 


OHIO  MILITARY  INSTITUTE, 


64th Y-r.      umu  miLiiHiii  inomuiti    fMSST 

COLLBOE  HILL,  Overlooking  CINCINNATI. 

Specially  Healthful.    Good  Associates*    Satisfied  Parents.   Enthusiast!* 
Cadets.    Masters  Graduates.    Commandant  from  the  Army. 

PREPARES  FOR  UNIVERSITY.  GOVERNMENT  SCHOOLS,  BUSINESS.    ATHLETICS  A  SPECIALTY. 
Charges  Moderate.    Table  Good.    Enter  at  any  time. 

BET.  JOHI  H.  ELT,  *•*•■*. 
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B.  &  0.  S-W.  R'Y. 

IS  THE  BEST  LINE  BETWEEN 

Cincinnati,  Louisville,  St  Louis, 
Columbus,  Pittsburg, 

Washington,  Baltimore, 

Philadelphia  and  New  York. 

Vestibuled  Trains,       -         -       Pullman  Sleepers. 
'Jluns  its  own  Dining  Oars. 

Superblv  Equipped  in  Every  Respect.  Most  Attractive  Scenery.  Low- 
est Rates.  Ten  Days  Stop-over  at  Washington  and  Philadelphia  on  all 
through  tickets  East  and  West. 

W.  W.  PEABODY,  V-P.  &  Gen'l  Mgr.,     O.  P.  McCARTY,  Gen.  Pass.  Agt, 

CINCINNATI,  O. 


I 


REDUCED  PRICES 

ON 

SURGICAL 
CUSHIONS 

Superior  Quality  and  Finish. 

Square  Cushion,  14x34  inches $2.5o 

Round  Cushion,  20x44  inches  (see  cut) 31 00 

Round  Cushion,  24x44  inches        "         3.50 

Round  Cushion  with  Covered  Apron,  20x44  inches,  4.00 
Round  Cushion  with  Covered  Apron,  24x44  inches,  5.00 

SHARP  &  SMITH, 

73  Randolph  Street,  Chicago, 

Surgical  Instruments  and  Hospital  Supplies. 

Send  32  cents  for  1000  page  Catalogue.      Mention  this  Journal. 


THE  ECLECTIC  NEWS. 


Location  at  Sprinfield,  Neb  ,  twenty  miles  southwest  of  Omaha,  400 
inhabitants,  thrifty  population.  Only  one  other  physician.  Young 
Eclectic  is  wanted.  For  particulars  address  L.  A.  Bates,  Springfield, 
Neb. 

Died,  November  6th,  at  Dublin,  Ind.,  Dr.  Chas.  R.  McTaggart,  E 
M  I.,  '81.  His  death  was  the  result  of  chronic  nephritis,  complicated 
with  heart  disease,  the  latter  the  result  of  inflammatory  rheumatism. 
Dr.  McTarcart  was  an  honorable  practitioner  aud  successful  as  a  phy- 
sician, and  is  worthy  of  a  tribute  to  his  memory. 

Recently  the  E  M.  L,  has  had  as  her  guests  a  number  of  the  "old 
boys' ' — her  honored  sons.  Among  them  were  Drs.  J.  S.  Proper,  '84, 
of'Titusville,  Pa.:  C.  E.  Spicer,  '84,  Centerville,  Pa  ;  J.  C.  Story, 
'86,  1203  I.  Tenth  St.,  St.  Joseph,  Ma  ;  J.  D.  McCann,  '86,  Monti- 
cello,  Ind.  ;  J.  T.  Hines,  '78,  San  Antonio,  Tex.  Everyone  of  them 
brings  good  reports.    There  is  encouragement  in  this  for  all  of  us. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Squire,  E.  M.  1.,  1857,  of  Worthington,  Ind.,  would  like 
to  take  into  partnership  iu  a  well-established  business,  a  young  man 
who  is  willing  to  work — to  do  considerable  riding — who  is  well  qualified 
generally,  aud  particularly  in  the  treatment  of  nose,  throat  and  lung 
diseases,  and  in  use  of  the  electro  cautery,  etc.  A  most  excellent  open- 
ing awaits  the  right  man.  The  unqualified  need  not  apply.  Address 
the  doctor  enclosing  stamp. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Hummel,  well  known  in  connection  with  the  medical  ad- 
vertising agency  to  which  his  name  is  attached  and  also  for  his  con- 
nections with  several  medical  journals,  died  at  Denver,  October  26,  at 
the  age  of  40  years.  Dr.  Hummel  was  an  exceptionally  bright  and  en- 
ergetic man,  especially  in  the  way  of  business  enterprises,  but  con- 
sumption has  for  several  years  prevented  his  giving  any  attention  to 
business.  The  whole  medical  journal  world  will  sincerely  regret  the 
untimely  death  of  so  capable  a  man. 

The  Antikamnia  Chemical  Company  have  recently  forwarded  to  all 
physicians  a  very  neat  pocket-case,  containing  in  acceptable  form 
samples  of  their  products.  It  gives  the  Journal  much  pleasure  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  extra  cases  and  to  compliment  the  Antikam- 
nia Chemical  Company  upon  their  enterprise,  and  also  upon  their 
appreciation  of  what  the  medical  profession  and  medical  journals  have 
done  for  them. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Chicago  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and 
Throat  College,  held  October  1st,  three  new  professors  were  added  to 
the  Faculty,  viz. :  Drs.  H.  W.  Woodruff,  William  A.  Mann  and  Wm. 
H.  Weaver.  Drs.  J.  G.  Huizings  and  Edward  N.  Webster  were 
elected  to  full  professorshipa  The  Faculty  deemed  this  step  advis- 
able in  order  to  give  the  proper  care  to  the  increasing  Clinic  and  to 
assure  the  students  the  greatest  amount  of  attention. 

m 

Doctors  : — You  want  facts  about  hypnotism. 

You  want  to  test  suggestive  therapeutics. 
You  want  the  HYPNOTIC  MAGAZINE,  10  cents  a  copy. 
$1.00  a  year,  including  premium  book  on  suggestive  therapeutics. 
Psychic  Publishing  Co.,  56  Fifth  Ave.,  Chicago. 
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CHATTERBOX  H897 


THE  KING  OP 
JUVENILES  .  • 

No  book  bM  OYOf  boon  mod*  for  young  people  which  compares  la  value,  or  has  bad 
one-tenth  the  sale  of  this  great  annual. 


SIX 

HANDSOME 

COLORED 

PLATES 

ADDED 

TO 

THIS 

YEAR'S 

VOLUME. 

Millions)  of  Copies 
have  been  sold. 


J]     Over  400  Paces. 

J* 
200  Full  Pace 

Illustrations. 
J» 
Several  new  Stories, 
each  n  book  in  Itself, 
and  hundreds  of  Short 
Stories,  Anecdotes,  Pus- 
sies, Ac. 

•A* 

The  best  possible 
CHRISTMAS  PRB56MT 
for  boys  and  girls 
of  all  mgts. 


Order  from  jour  Bookseller  or  of  us.    Every  Dealer  carries  It. 

ESTES  &  LAURIAT,  Publishers,    -   -   BOSTON; 


MISS  PARLOA'S  COOK  BOOKS. 


MORE  THAN  HALF  A  MILLION  OP 
THEM  HAVE  BEEN  SOLD. 


Miss  Parloa's  Young  Housekeeper.   Designed 

especially  to  aid  beginners.  Tells  how  to  fur" 
nish  the  kitchen  sensibly  i  the  right  way  to  buy 
food  and  to  care  for  it,  etc  A  plain  book  for 
plain  people*  A  book  that  farmers'  wives  and 
daughters  will  be  glad  to  own.  One  from 
which  any  housewife  may  obtain  an  immense 
amount  of  valuable  aid   ******    $1*00 

Miss  Parloa's  New  Cook  Book.   The  most 

thorough  Cook  Book  published.  The  directions 
are  clear  and  concise*  It  is  thoroughly  prac 
tical  perfectly  reliable  and  is  marked  by  strong 
good  sense.    Contains  1,724  receipts,  etc  $1*50 

Miss  Parloa's  Kitchen  Companion,  a  complete 

compendium  of  cookery.  Marvellously  conv 
prehensive  and  copiously  illustrated     *    $2*50 

Any  of  tho  abort  test  postpaid  vpos  reetlpt  of  priet.    Ordtr  from  yotr  bookseller  or  of  as. 

ESTES  L  LAURIAT,  Publishers       .     .     -      BOSTON. 
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Pronouncing  Parallel  Family  Bibles. 

The  Authorized  Version  and  the  New  Revised  Version  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures are  arranged  in  parallel  columns  upon  each  page,  thus  embracing  two 
complete  Biles  in  one  volume. 

No.  I.  Publisher's  price  $4.50,  Our  price  $3  50. 

Imitation  of  Leatner,  Gold  Stamp  ana  Titles,  Sprinkled  Edges.  Con- 
taining Presentation  Plate,  Pronouncing  Parallel  Old  and  New  Testaments, 
Marriage  Certificate,  Family  Record,  Temperance  Pledge,  Pronouncing  Dic- 
tionary of  Biblical  Proper  Names,  etc — 18  full-page  Engravings,  4  Colored 
Plates. 
No  2,  Publisher  8  price  $6    0,  Our  price  $5.00. 

American  Morocco,  Crushed  Panel  Sides,  otherwise  like  Na  1.     Gallery 
of  Old  Testament  Scenes,  Pronouncing  Dictionary  of  Biblical  Proper  Names, 
Parables  of  our  Lord  Illustrated,  etc — 2  Maps,  28  full-page  Engravings,  4 
Colored  Plates, 
No.  3,  Publisher's  price  $9.00,  Our  price  $7.00. 

American  Morocco,  Raised  Panel  Sides,  otherwise  like  No.  2.  Sixteen 
Full  page  Dore  Engravings,  Gallery  of  Old  Testament  Scenes,  Pronouncing 
Dictionary  of  Biblical  Proper  Names,  Illustrated  Dictionary  of  the  Bible, 
Four  Beautiful  Colored  Plates  illustrating  the  Tabernacle  with  Descriptive 
Text,  Illustrated  Stories  for  Children,  Parables  of  our  Lord  illustrated,  New 
Standard  Concordance,  Psalms  in  Meter,  Photo  Card  for  Family  Portraits, 
etc  [This  Bible  contains  36  full  page  Engravings  and  8  Colored  Plates,  and 
is  an  attractive  style  for  those  who  wish  a  Bible  with  gilt  edges  at  a  low  price. 

No.  4,  Publisher's  price  $11,50 
Our  price  $9.00. 
Red  Russia  Leather,  Calf  Fin- 
ish, Full  Gilt  Sides  and  Back,  Gilt 
Edges  and  Corners,  otherwise  like 
Na  3.  Four  Beautiful  Colored  Plates 
illustrating  the  Tabernacle  with  De- 
scriptive Text,  Illustrated  Dictionary 
of  the  Bible,  Department  of  Refer- 
ence containing  many  valuable  Chro- 
nological Tables,  Five  Colored  Maps, 
Four  Colored  Plates  representing 
Botany  and  Zoology  of  the  Bible, 
Illustrated  Stories  for  Children,  Sev- 
enty-three full- page  Engravings  and 
Twenty-two  Colored  Plates. 

No.  5,  Publisher'sprice  $14,00 
Our  price  $1100. 

French  Morocco,  Raised  Paneled 
Sides,  Full  Gilt  Sides  and  Back,  Ed- 
ges Rolled  with  Gold,  Gilt  Edges. 

No  19P,  Publisher's  price, 
$12.50.  Our  price  $10. 
French  Morocco,  Beautiful  New 
Design,  Embossed,  Round  Corners, 
Pdde 5  Sides,  Gold  Titles  and  Ornaments,  Gold  Edges,  Silk  Head  and  Banda 
Contents  same  as  No.  4. 

These  Bible  will  make  nice  family  or  holiday  presents.  Forsale  by 

THE  SOUDDER  BRO'S.  CO.,  1009  Plum  Street,  Cincinnati,  O. 
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Attention,  Physicians. 

BUY  DIRECT  FROM  THE  FACTORY,  AND  SAVE  THE  PROFIT 
OF  THE  RETAILER. 


Being  desirous  of  establishing  a  strictly  first  class  box  trade  among  phy- 
sicians, I  make  the  following  special  offers : 

No.  1— Cuban  Stogie. 

Long  filler,  hand-made,  boxes  of  100.      $1.25  a  box,  express  prepaid. 

No.  2— Rex  Stogie. 

Hand-made,  long  filler,  extra  quality,  boxes  of    100.    $1.35  per  box, 
express  prepaid. 

No.  3— Defender  Cigar. 

Sumatra  wrapper,  fine  flavor,  medium  size,  boxes  of  50.    $2.00  per 
box,  express  prepaid. 

No.  4— La  Virginia  Cigar. 

4J  inches  long,  fine  Sumatra  wrapper,  an  extra  fine  article,  boxes  of  50. 
$2.30  per  box,  express  prepaid. 

GEORGE   H.  MARTIN, 

1721  Central  Avenue,  Cincinnati,  O. 

OUSTE    SET    FREE. 

In  order  to  prove  to  every  physician  that  our  Dry  Cell 
Portable  Galvanic  Battery  is  the  best  in  the  market,  we 
will  give  away  one  set  of  8,  16,  24,  34  or  40  dry  cells.  Only 
one  set  given  away  to  each  physician.  You  only  pay  a 
small  price  for  the  elegant  oak  case  with  nickeled  trim- 
mings, and  plate  covered  with  hard  rubber,  and  provided 
with  Double  Selecting  Switch,  Binding  Pots,  eta,  in  which 
they  are  put  up.  A  chance  of  a  life  time.  If  you  do  not 
want  it,  send  it  back.  Send  us  a  two-cent  stamp  for  our 
Illustrated  Catalogue  of  Faradic  Batteries,  Switch  Boards, 
Cabinets,  Cautery  Batteries,  Static  Machine  for  X-Ray 
work,  Electrodes,  etc.     We  undersell  all. 

Electro-Medical  Manufacturing  Co. 

Dept.  A.  740  W.  60th  St.,  Chicago,  I1L 

Wm.  A.  FISHER,  M.  D.,  President.       JOHN  B.  HOFFMAN,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

CULM  BYE.  EAR.  R  AMB  THIOJiT  COLLIGI 

A  Clinical  School  tor  Practitioners  of  Medicine. 

Equipment  unexcelled.  Abundant  material.  Clinical  instruction.  Courses 
one  month  in  duration.  Practitioners  may  enter  at  any  time.  Write  for  cata- 
logue and  information  to 

JOHN  B.  HOFFMAN,  Seo'y,  Trade  BuUdlng,  67  Wabash  Are.,  Chicago. 


Syr.  Hypophos.  Co.,  Fellows 

NOTICE-CAUTION. 

The  success  of  Fellows'  Syrup  of  Hypophosphites  has  tempted  certain 
persons  to  offer  immitations  of  it  for  sala  Mr.  Fellows,  who  has  examined 
samples  of  several  of  these,  finds  that  no  two  of  them  are  identical,  and 
that  all  of  them  differ  from  the  original  in  composition,  in  freedom  from  acid 
reaction,  in  susceptibility  to  the  effects  of  oxygen  when  exposed  to  light  or 
heat,  in  the  property  of  retaining  the  strychnine  In  solution,  and  in 
the  medicinal  effects. 

As  these  cheap  and  inefficient  substitutes  are  frequently  dispensed  in- 
stead of  the  genuine  preparation,  physicians  are  earnestly  requested,  when 
prescribing  the  Syrup,  to  write  "Syr.  Hypophoa  Fellows." 

As  a  further  precaution,  it  is  advisable  that  the  Syrup  should  be  ordered 
in  the  original  bottles ;  the  distinguishing  marks  which  the  bottles  (and  the 
wrappers  surrounding  them)  bear  can  then  be  examined,  and  the  genuine- 
ness— or  otherwise — of  the  contents  thereby  proved, 


Medical  Letters  may  be  addressed  to: 

Mr.  FELLOWS,  48  Vesey  St  ,  New  York. 

Peptenzyme 

A  PERFECT  DIQESTANT 

Peptenzyme  is  a  prompt  and  effective  physiological  remedy  for  all  forms 
of  Dyspepsia,  Vomiting,  Cholera  Infantum,  Malnutrition,  etc.,  as  it  contains 
all  the  ferments  furnished  by  nature  for  the  perfect  digestion  of  all  kinds 
of  food. 

Peptenzyme  also  contains  the  Osmogen  or  Embryo  Ferments,  from  which 
spring  the  matured  or  active  ferments.  By  the  appropriation  of  these  unde- 
veloped ferments  the  different  organs  of  digestion  are  strengthened  •  nd  stimu- 
lated to  greater  activity,  so  that  they  are  afterwards  able  to  supply  the  proper 
amount  and  quality  of  digestive  secretions.  The  immediate  effects  noted  are 
improvements  in  appetite  as  well  as  digestion. 

Samples  and  literature  mailed  free  to  any  physician,  also  our  new  edition 
of  Diet  Tables. 

REED  &  CARNRICK,  New  York 


ECLECTIC    MEDICAL  INSTITUTE. 


BGUBOTIG  MBSICpil  IR&5PITOSPB 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


The  regular  session  began  September  20,  1897. 

The  course  of  instruction  has  been  arranged  on  the  basis  of  a  four 
years'  course  of  twenty-six  weeks  each  year.  Instruction  on  lecture 
and  recitation  plana  The  requirements  conform  to  the  standards 
adopted  by  the  " Association  of  American  Medical  Colleges,"  'The 
American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy ,"  and  "The  National  Confedera- 
tion of  Eclectic  Medical  Colleges. " 

Advanced  standing  of  one  year  is  allowed  to  graduates  of  rec- 
ognized literary  colleges  for  certified  work  in  chemistry,  biology,  and 
sciences  allied  to  medicine.  As  the  system  of  teaching  is  definitely 
arranged  and  graded,  students  must  enter  promptly  at  the  opening 
of  the  session. 

The  College  has  a  full  equipment  for  laboratory  instruction  in  all 
departments.     Clinical  facilities  for  practical  instruction  are  ample, 
For  announcement  and  full  information,  address 

JOHN  K.  SCUDDER,  M.  D.  Secretary. 

1009  Plum  Street,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


J    ) 


B.P.L.  Bindery, 
MAY  26  1898 
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